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FIELDWORK

• Appleby Blue Almshouse, Southwark, London
• United St Saviour’s Charity
• Research Residencies, 5 nights and 7 days during summer 2023
• Ethnographic research / post-occupancy evaluation 



FIELDWORK

• Gradual gaze – ethnography 
offers a longer, deeper 
exploration

• Slow research – compared to 
architectural journalism and 
its role in generating practice 
knowledge – case study 
material

• Immersive – ethnography gets 
inside architecture and social 
worlds within, over time, and 
potentially less time-bound

• Lived experience – connects 
with everyday person-
environment interactions – 
appropriations/interpretations

• Research residencies – 
inhabiting the building and 
neighbourhood as a 
‘neighbour’ – naturalistic 

• Methods – drawn from 
research developed within 
retirement housing sector 
(Clark 2022). 



‘Getting in Place: Ethnographic 
observations of home-making in new-
build almshousing in Central London’
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‘Getting in Place: Ethnographic 
observations of home-making in new-
build almshousing in Central London’

Chapter Conclusions

• Early research in this new-build context

• Tensions in creating a de-institutional character for almshouse

• From design inception, construction and governance 

• Evolving ‘institution’ and ‘home’ for staff and beneficiaries 

• A building must be learnt (door locks to cooling strategy…)

• Home-making done by the residents as ‘designers’/shapers

• Questions around control, curation, and custodianship



‘Getting in Place: Ethnographic 
observations of home-making in new-
build almshousing in Central London’

Questions

• Longitudinal research needed (aspirations versus realties)

• What limits independent living within almshousing environs? 

• How do these stand up to transitions in later life (fourth-age)?

• Can environs flex to meet incremental creep in housing need? 

• Trigger points for seeking forms of assisted living? 

• Should ‘successful’ environments for ageing-in-place confront 

‘taboos’ of cognitive decline and death? 



• Longitudinal research tracking emerging health 
outcomes and unpacking the relationships between 
space, governance, everyday life in facilitating ageing 
in place for as long as possible in new almshouses.

• Exploring the relationships between space, 
governance, community (including intergenerational?) 
and interdependence/ independence

• Exploring the provision of almshouses and how 
models can scale up to more significantly address the 
need for sheltered housing/ new models of housing 
provision eg partnerships with Local Authorities, S106 
funding.

• Comparative research across almshouse examples – 
including continental models?

• Interdisciplinary research combining medical research, 
design research and social science methods

• Research to explore potential to join up almshouse 
design with neighbourhood planning to ensure 
cohesive approaches to accessible/ inclusive design.

FUTURE RESEARCH / 
AREAS OF COLLABORATION POTENTIAL



Practice-led
Design Research 
(Reflective Work)

Business-led
Design Practice
(Transactional)

Building Design/Procurement





Toward a new design approach to housing choices in later life

PhD by Creative Practice (Newcastle University)

CONTRACTED
RESEARCH?



WP1
Older Person Context
(April 2014)

• Demographic change
• Wellbeing trends
• Lifestyle trends
• Equity profiles
• Future destinations

WORK
PACKAGES

Cambridge Lodge



WP2
Specialist Housing
(July 2014)
 
• Evolution of specialist housing
• Planning context
• Benefits of sheltered housing
• Community responses
• Meanings of ‘home’

WORK
PACKAGES

Saint Cross, Winchester Royal Hospital Chelsea, London Blaise Hamlet, Bristol

Southwark Almshouse, London (Witherford Watson Mann)



WORK
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WP3
Fieldwork
(January 2016)

• Data collection
• Ethnographic methods
• Product review
• Ageing Town design studio
• Reflective developer toolkit

Concorde LodgeChartwell Lodge Cambridge Lodge



WP4
Planning Perspectives
(October 2016)

• National review – literature 
• Regional review – policy
• Local review – projects
• Decision/refusal notices 
• Common ground analysis 

WORK
PACKAGES
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ARCHITECTURAL 
PERSPECTIVE

• Almshousing forms – not 
necessarily a distinct building 
typology – an architecturally 
diverse housing stock

• Architectural heritage – 
almshouse movement travels 
through centuries of building 
traditions, with lasting legacy

• More than housing – 
contextualising almshousing 
as distinct urban places that 
offer more than dwellings

• Holistic analysis – looking 
beyond technical building 
performance and assessing 
fitness for purpose

• Design research – methods 
for research that is about/ 
through/ for design – bringing 
‘desingerly’ knowledge to 
housing studies

• Translational – gradual gaze / 
critical case study analysis to 
deepen architectural 
knowledge base and inform 
future practice.



THANK YOU
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