
‘It is Happening Again’?: 

Twin Peaks and the 

‘Dispersed Anniversary’
ROSS P. GARNER

SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM, MEDIA AND CULTURAL STUDIES, CARDIFF UNIVERSITY

@DefConGGarnerRP1@Cardiff.ac.uk



The ‘Dispersed Anniversary’

 Stage one: Paratextual Speculation



The ‘Dispersed Anniversary’

 Stage one: Paratextual Speculation

 “We’re not sure if we’re ready. In the finale episode of Twin Peaks Laura 
Palmer tells Kyle MacLachlan’s Special Agent Dale Cooper that she will see 
him again in 25 years. That series was set in 1989 (though it aired ‘90-‘91), so 
25 five years from then is…well, right about now. 2014, to be exact, so in fact 
it’s exactly now. Oh god. What does it mean.” (Bennett 2014: online)

 “For those still craving 'A damn fine coffee and a piece of cherry pie' from 
the Double R Diner, David Lynch has a surprise in store... and it has taken a 
mere 25 years to come to fruition…The series, which was abruptly cancelled 
in 1991, made mention of its possible return in an episode, when the spirit of 
murdered beauty queen Laura Palmer whispered to FBI Agent Dale Cooper 
that she would see him again in 25 years …The primetime drama was set in 
1989... so it looks like Laura might make good on that promise.” (Maxwell 
2014: online)
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 Stage two: Recognition and Verification

 “This rumour was especially titillating as it would coincide with Laura 

Palmer’s posthumous sentiments to Agent Cooper and give the first new 

PEAKS to the generations that have discovered it in the years since its 

cancellation.” (Hanley 2014: online)

 “They wouldn’t remake it. If anything was done, it would be 25 years 

later. It would never be a remake of anything we already did. Maybe 

you just didn’t mean to use that word, I don’t know. A remake, no, but it 

would be something new and fresh. David always said the town of “Twin 

Peaks” is still there; it’s still going on whether we watch it or not. So, who 

knows what’ll happen in the future? It would be 25 years later, not 

anything remade. Does that answer your question?” (in Wangberg 2014: 

online)
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Stage three: Calendrical Establishment
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 Stage four: The Commemorative 

Event:

 Official premier as indicative of 

commemorative discourses.

 Unofficial paratextual framing of 

the event employs anniversary 

discourses.

 Opportunities for fan articulations 

of nostalgia via embodied 

presence of stars (see Garner 

2013).

 Future-orientated authorial 

enigmas – Lynch and ‘wood’.
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 “There is an abundance of fish in the 
sea. But tonight, I would like to speak 
about wood. There are many times 
in the world when the phone rings 
and someone is inquiring about 
wood. This happens primarily at 
lumber yards and in this case, it’s 
necessary to have a phone. It is only 
natural that trees are growing and 
that they are made of wood. Much 
happiness can come from observing 
a tree and the same can be said 
about observing the many shapes 
fashioned out of wood. Quite often 
when we are talking about beauty, 
we are talking about wood. Thank 
you very much!” (in Welcome to 
Twin Peaks 2014: online)



Conclusions

 In summary:

 2014 = a ‘dispersed anniversary’ for 

Twin Peaks which complicates Hills’ 

(2013) ideal types:

 Non-centralised and unofficial 
origins.

 Niche-targeted event but 
establishes ‘new’ calendrical date.

 ‘Cult co-opting’ rather than 

‘mainstream-cult’?

 Commemoration is Intra-textually 

focused rather than institutionally.


