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Table 1. Characteristics defining the life-history strategies of ruderal (R), combative (C), and stress-tolerant (S) species.

Characteristic features

Growth rate
Enzymatic ability
Substrates utilised
Timing of reproduction

Commitment of biomass to
reproduction

Persistence within the resource

R

Rapid growth; primary resource capture

Rapid spore germination and growth
Relatively narrow ability

Easily assimilable

Early in life cycle

Rapid and substantial

Low; easily replaced

S

Tolerance of specific stresses (e.g.
temperature extremes, low water
availability, extremely low or high pH,
allelopathic chemicals)

Sometimes slow

Wide ability

More recalcitrant

Later in life cycle, sometimes sporadic

Relatively low

Persistent while specific stress remains

C

Antagonistc ability against competitors

Not particularly slow

Wide ability

More recalcitrant

Laterin life cycle, sometimes sporadic

Relatively low

Persistence depends on ability to capture
and defend territory
























