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Abstract

The thesis aims to investigate women’s everyday experiences of navigating the
relationships between home and work in order to understand spatial and perceptual
boundaries and opportunities that are inherent, constructed and implied within the
city’s urban form. Boundaries refer to restrictions imposed on women by social
structures through constructed space, and opportunities refer to ways in which the
built environment either does or could improve women’s urban experience. These
issues are explored through study of urban development and form, and evolving
cultural and gender relations in the Cypriot city of Limassol, a coastal city of
approximately three hundred thousand that grew substantially towards the end of
the twentieth century. The research considers women’s entry into the workforce
over the past fifty years as a pivotal moment of transition and seeks to unpack its
significance for the relationship between women and the city today. Investigations
delved into women’s understanding of the relative efficiency of urban space,
women’s awareness of how gender relations are affected by the built environment,
and women’s willingness to embrace spatial and social alternatives. Thus, women’s
experiences become a lens through which to read and understand the urban
landscape, as well as an opportunity to consider how the production and
consumption of space might further conditions for greater equality and inclusion.
Interdisciplinary methods applied involve grounded theory analysis and mappings of
qualitative data extracted from interviews, and visualizations of onsite observations.
Ultimately, the research uncovers a complex relationship between women and
various iterations of privacy within constructed space, and explores its implications
in perpetuating women’s uneven urban experiences. Since fostering gender equality
is a fundamental aspect of good urbanism, the research aims to contribute to the
discourses of spatial democracy and social sustainability, in which the need for
socio-political considerations to play more decisive roles in urban development

processes is emphasized.
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Introduction

Women, the City and Urban Development: Key Ideas and Concepts

A key question at the onset of the research has been how socio-spatial
relationships can be defined and contextualized to further the study of spatial and
perceptual boundaries. In order to understand the relationship between space and
time in the urbanization process David Harvey regards time and place as passive,
neutral containers of social action.” The containers allow the on-looker to locate and
observe where action is occurring. If one considers the city to be the container, then
the social processes that take place can refer to contestations of race, gender, class
in society etc.? Harvey proposes that a radical way to view this is to assume that the
city — the container — is constantly under construction and that contestations are
over the way in which it is constructed.® Consequently, matters of race, gender and
class impact the construction of the container in distinct ways. This thesis is building
on Harvey’s perspective, focussing on how gender relations impact the construction
of a city and how, in turn, the city impacts on gender relations, but also where

opportunities for contestation lie.

From the outset of this research, | have been particularly interested in how women’s
presence in the realm of economic activity has been bound up with how the city is
structured and organized, but also with the restrictions that constructed space
creates. Exploring this premise involves examining a range of intersecting
processes, from social conditioning and the preservation of cultural ‘norms’ or
expectations regarding planning and development as activities undertaken
predominantly by men, to the ways in which the form of the city establishes relations
between domestic worlds and environments of work and production. Thus, through
this research, | wish to explore the relation between societal roles and stereotypes
and their link to spatial conditions that restrict women’s urban experience, as well as

possible socio-spatial opportunities that could enhance women’s everyday life.

If it is assumed that societal roles and stereotypes constitute an intricate part of a
highly complex system responsible for the lack of gender equality in the work force,
then how does this condition translate into space and built form? What is the spatial

component that acts as a hindrance to this particular aspect of equality? Spatial
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equality from a gender perspective can be regarded in terms of accessibility. In an
urban space, access to employment has a double connotation. On the one hand, it
refers to accessibility in terms of opportunities for women in the employment arena
and, on the other, it refers to physical access to the employment setting. In both
cases, accessibility is closely intertwined with the notion of boundaries, where
boundaries act as virtual and physical forces that need to be negotiated in order to
achieve varying degrees of accessibility. At the same time, the notion of access to
the city’s commercial centre and public realm where most employment opportunities
are concentrated, is subject to a temporo-spatial component regulating women’s
domestic experience, i.e. the spatial distribution and design of the private house
need to facilitate women who have the dual role of homemaker and full-time
member of the workforce in order to enable them greater efficiency in managing

their domestic responsibilities.

The literature that addresses the theme of gender and architecture is
interdisciplinary, though much is focussed on Anglo—American and European
contexts and development processes. Women’s presence in urban development is
frequently seen through a male perspective, which is often assumed to be neutral.
Urban historian Sam Bass Warner, for example, considers access to employment
opportunities and to physical space, i.e. transportation, as key parameters to the
growth of the industrialized city of the nineteenth century in the United States and
he indicates that the geography of these cities reflects a combination of changes in
these two forms of access.* He posits that industrialization in the nineteenth century
was reflected in the appearance of large buildings that were originally utilized as
Counting Houses by merchants and other businessmen, and were gradually
subdivided into offices for wholesale and commission merchants, importers,
commodity traders, bankers, insurance and real estate offices, lawyers, surveyors
and other professionals. These developments, according to Warner, marked the
formation of the early nineteenth-century downtown centres in America.’ Buildings
gradually began to take the form of four- to five-storey office buildings. Hotels began
to be located adjacent to this concentration, as well as business premises for textile
merchants who catered to the wealthier local professionals, shop and business
owners. Also located nearby would be a street offering services and goods
affordable to the working class.® As shops and other commercial activity continued
to develop intertwined with family houses, this base grew into what Warner
described as a ‘pepper and salt’ mix of work and residence. Railroads, shipyards,

coal yards and gas works required large spaces and were located in the fringes of
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the cities.” As time progressed, railroad lines became industrial corridors. Gradually,
city residents who owned a small amount of capital would lend some of it for a
period of five to maybe ten years to local builders and brokers, thus providing the

economic setting for the future industrial metropolis.®

Warner further describes how women in the early 1800s were traditionally occupied
with employed domestic responsibilities, whereas women immigrants would more
frequently work in factories.? After marriage, he continues, it was quite common for
some women to lease houses and run them as boarding houses, where they would
offer single rooms and two meals a day. With the turn of the century, women were
afforded the opportunity to take on other forms of employment such as working in
stores, or as school teachers, or nursing.10 Nowhere in Warner's account does the
issue of access or transportation become crucial in women’s employment
opportunities; however, it is clear that the integration of residential and industrial
land uses had a bearing on family life and gender relations in the late nineteenth

century.

Hayden suggests that these historical incongruities result from a lack of
consideration of architectural history for social and political issues, in much the
same way as social history has developed without considering space or design."
Hayden further posits that in order to understand women’s contribution in the
development of urban space, we must illuminate the significance of everyday

landscapes and seek urban history beyond the realm of civic buildings."?

Although much of the historical work on industrialization has left out important
strands relating to women’s role in urban development, there have been some
pioneering ideas on how women urban experience could be improved. As industrial
cities in the twentieth century continued to grow, they became more populated,
polluted and unliveable. In the United Kingdom (UK), the Garden City movement
was formed in response to the insalubrity of the industrial city. Ebenezer However,
in place of the mixed use form of the existing city, it introduced the concept of
zoning, involving a system of concentric rings that were intended to separate
different functions of the city with concentric roadways and greenbelts." In spite of
the clear disadvantages from a gender perspective that zoning and separation of
uses presents, Howard was influenced by late nineteenth century feminist ideas of
inclusive urban design and proposed a scheme of garden apartments arranged

around a collective kitchen, a dining room and open space, specifically geared for
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the single working women, the elderly and two-earner family couples.' Although
these schemes did not become a standard provision in the Garden Cities
constructed in the UK or wider afield, it is important to note that these types of
spatial solutions were offered as early as the beginning of the twentieth century as a
means of providing opportunities for women to manage their domestic tasks

collectively so that they may have greater or equal opportunities in the public arena.

By the middle of the twentieth century in the United States, zoning laws became a
key parameter in configuring urban form, where Warner explains zoning practices
as a means of protecting developers who owned large, expensive suburban
properties or owners of expensive real estate in the city centres. ' Zoning
restrictions ensured that inappropriate uses like petrol stations, cheap houses, bars
etc., would not compromise the value of the luxury plot or that large, warehouse-like
buildings did not take up marketable office space in the downtown areas.’® At the
same time, the process of reducing inner-city density, suburbanization, concurrent
with the appearance of the automobile, began to take shape. Although not directly
acknowledged by Warner, the latter development in urban process inevitably
contributed to more physical distance between women and their access to the

labour market.

By separating residential and commercial activities, division of labour along gender
lines become entrenched." Feminist theorists have posited that the residential
areas were designed by men to accommodate ‘respectable women’, and that these
women were expected to perform and excel in the feminine skill of homemaking,
instead of claiming their place in the labour force.' This condition became
especially pronounced by the middle of the twentieth century. For Hayden and
others, suburban districts gradually came to symbolize the private realm where
urban cores — the domain of economic activity — maintained a more public status.'
A woman’s social ‘place’ came to be regarded and represented as intrinsically
private, whereas a man’s role was more public. A woman who wished to seek
employment in the conventional, white-collar, public realm would have to overcome
not only scheduling difficulties in order to manage her domestic responsibilities, but
she would have to allocate time to physically access the areas of commercial

activity, i.e. the public realm.

According to Franck, the goal of every feminist designer should be to minimize this

separation between public and private space and between paid labour work and
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home life.?*® The aim should be to connect, through activities and through space.?'
Over the last fifty or so years, spatial connections and integration of activities have
been interpreted and executed in many ways. Hayden redesigned an American
suburban block of thirteen houses in order create conditions of domestic
collaboration and employment opportunities, while in the UK in the 1970s, the Nina
West Homes group built and renovated over sixty living units that would
accommodate single parents by integrating children’s play areas and day centres
that were managed by people from the neighbourhood.?” Similarly, Bradshaw of
Matrix, a feminist design collective, interprets integration as a participatory design

process that unites the architect or the design with the client and/or the user.??

In addition to providing infrastructure that facilitates women’s routines and
processes of everyday life through childcare and sharing domestic tasks, spatial
equality from a gender perspective should also consider infrastructure on a macro
scale. Women’s needs in the public realm centre on safety, public transportation,
access to services and to commercial areas and public toilets.?* Such progressive
planning initiatives can be found in the non-profit education association, Urban
Ecology Australia, who state that cities that are good for children are good for
everyone. EuroFEM, a Gender and Human Settlements Network founded in 1994
by a group of European women scholars, is also committed to promoting gender
mainstreaming in planning policy.? The network supports job creation, models of
participatory engagement and reorganizing everyday life around housing, drawing
from historic ideals of collective living.?® EuroFEM has also produced a collection of
participatory and culturally sensitive methods in the form of a toolkit for collaborative

planning.

It is thus accepted that the Western urban typology of the twentieth-century city
centre and surrounding sprawl served to express and reinforce differentiated gender
roles. To this point, Greed considers town planning and feminism and recognizes
them as two of the most important social movements in modern times, where
feminism can become a prism through which one can evaluate the built
environment and also a driving force for change.27 How, then, can we enable
transitions from the theoretical state to influence processes of decision-making? If
the overarching target is to combine the design of the physical realm with the needs
of the social world, then it becomes reasonable to assume that this transition has to
follow a format based on a bottom-up approach where women become active

agents in the making of the socially progressive city.
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In spite of the growing momentum in the practice of inclusive design, some of its
proponents maintain that mainstream architecture is still in denial with regard to
participation and that this denial is equal to a rejection that is brought forth with no
obligation for justification.?® Thus, inclusivity, like gender-unequal cities, is deeply
and inherently political because it affects people’s lives and it ameliorates
relationships of power.? Although integrating elements of women’s lives into urban
form is a gesture that has been evolving for a few decades, the actual integration of
gender theories within the multidisciplinary field of urban studies has been a more

recent development.®

This research hopes to contribute to spatial equality from a
gender perspective by exploring two axes, access to labour and spatial domestic
alternatives, which are contingent to gender equality and are intimately connected
to each other. To that point, socially constructed gender relations can be deciphered
through the city, specifically through an exploration of boundaries and opportunities
that have spatial and/or physical components. While mapping these boundaries,
this research aims to consider areas in which it may be possible to create conditions
for better access to labour, i.e. physical access to the public realm and access to

opportunity.

Research Origins and Development

As set out above, the research began as an all-encompassing exploration of gender
and space profoundly inspired by Dolores Hayden’s iconic essay, ‘What Would a
Non-Sexist City Be Like? Speculations on Housing, Urban Design, and Human
Work’. Upon completing the literature review, which included research from the
disciplines of architecture, urban design, planning, landscape architecture,
geography and sociology, research parameters became better defined and the
singular aim of the investigation was established. Based on the analytical
framework provided by the review, the aim of the research is the investigation of
women’s everyday experiences of navigating relationships between home and work
that will enable the uncovering of boundaries and opportunities that either restrict or
improve women’s everyday life. Since the concept of experience is as extensive as
it is elusive, notions of boundaries and opportunities were the parameters selected
to contextualize the research. Boundaries refer to conditions that are prohibitive or
preventative in women’s daily habitation of the city, and opportunities refer to

possible ways in which alternative conditions could enhance and improve their
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experience. In this way, Limassol can be examined through the lens of Harvey’s

city-container, constantly under construction, where social processes happen.*'

My opening proposition is that women’s place within social structure has been
influenced by restrictive spatial conditions within the built environment, and
conversely, that women’s active role in social processes has definitively impacted
urban development. The research’s analytical framework is based on three aspects:
firstly, an acknowledgment of the reciprocal relationship between social order and
spatial form and development, secondly, an understanding that the contemporary
post-industrial Western city does not provide conditions of equality from a gender
perspective, and thirdly, the form of the post-industrial city where the public realm is
separated from the private realm of domesticity creates physical and perceptual
boundaries for women, as well as possibilities for amelioration.*? In order to ground
empirical research, the coastal city of Limassol in Cyprus is examined as a case

study.

Unlike most European cities that have experienced approximately five hundred
years of urban growth spurred on by industrial development, cities in Cyprus did not
begin to develop until the end of the Ottoman occupation, which occurred in the last
quarter of the eighteenth century. Consequently, in Cyprus urban development
overlaps with international awakenings towards gender equality. Limassol, the
island’s second largest city, experienced its most rapid growth in the 1960s and 70s,
coinciding with the second wave of feminism and women’s entry into the workforce
across much of the Western world. However, though women did begin to enter the
workforce here too, patriarchal norms that were deeply rooted in the agrarian
society of Cyprus remained quite prominent.®® Thus, Limassol is a particularly
interesting study of how international socio-political tendencies are manifested in

urban development.

The research examines Limassol at various scales, ranging from the city in its
entirety and zooming in to a location within Limassol that was selected as a study
area where mappings and on-site observations of how women and men inhabit
public space. The site under consideration is the neighbourhood surrounding
Heroon Square, located in the historic area of the city, which is also part of the city’s
contemporary public realm. This particular site within the public realm was selected
because of its layered history of perceptual and spatial boundaries, as well as its

public character and its proximity to residential areas. The Heroon Square
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neighbourhood underwent particular transitions and transformations throughout the
twentieth century, not so much in its physical character as in the boundaries of
social relations. The area has experienced decades of varied expressions of
community exclusion, marginalization and segregation both racially and in terms of
gender. This site was chosen not only because of its remarkable history, but
because, according to participants’ responses in the interviews, this is where most
women locate Limassol’s city centre, and as such, this is the heart of Limassol's
public realm for them (Figure (i)). The paradox of the current perception of the
centrality of the Square, in spite of its past history as a red-light district, can be
attributed to the Technical University’s significant efforts in rejuvenating the area by
appropriating and restoring buildings and providing incentives for cultural and
commercial activities. The transformation from red-light district to an area of
economic development signifies a shift in women’s place within the space from

‘prostitute’ serving men’s desires, to worker and colleague.

Once owned by a prominent Turkish family with Christians forbidden entrance, the
Heroon neighbourhood experienced transformation in the twentieth century as
property was gradually bought by the municipality of Limassol to create a public
square.* By the second half of the century, it became the city’s red-light district, as
well as an underground hub for artists and intellectuals. Following Limassol’'s
commercial development resulting from municipal efforts and boosted by the
purchase of several buildings in the area by the Technical University in the last
twenty years, Heroon Square has since become a vibrant centre of cultural and
commercial activity surrounded by residential areas. In addition to activity related to
the Technical University buildings, the area around the Square is energised by a
restored historic theatre, several art spaces, restaurants and tavernas. As a place
that has undergone constant change, the Square has a complex identity and
reputation for Limassolians, where the women participating in the research are
called to reflect on its centrality and its role as a centre of economic growth but also

as a more marginal place.

My own connection to the area dates back to my childhood, when | would spend my
summers at my grandmother’s house, which was within walking distance from the
Square. It was made abundantly clear to me, my sister and my cousins that Heroon
Square was an area we were not allowed to approach. Shortly after my ninth
birthday, a friend of my grandmother’s offered to take me and my sister to buy a

sandwich from ‘somewhere nearby’. Upon our return, she asked us where we had
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gone with her friend. When we replied that she had taken us to a sandwich shop in
Heroon Square, my grandmother pursed her lips, but said nothing. Years later, |
found that she did not speak to her friend ever again. For me and my sister, those
few moments we spent at the Square were fairly unremarkable. We were not
worldly enough to recognize the signs of the kind of illicit activity that happened
behind closed doors, which explained why there were no sightings of scantily clad

women or disreputable men.

Heroon Square

area identified as public i
realm by a majority of
participants

area identified as |
public realm by
participant minority

Figure (i) The drawing above shows how the participants’ responses indicate where
Limassolian women consider the city centre to be. Each grey layer represents a response,

thus the more frequent the reference to the area, the darker the shade of greyi

Women’s relation to the city is examined in terms of social structures and,
specifically, in relation to women’s entry into the paid labour force. Social structure
refers to the collective cultural conditioning that normalizes women’s role as
principally domestic and men’s role as the provider who is also the de facto head of
the household. Research methods were mixed although mostly qualitative and were
based on two pillars, (i) a series of interviews analysed through grounded theory
methods and spatialized through mappings, and (ii) a set of site investigations and

visualizations on Heroon Square and Limassol at large.

' Drawn by Georgia Theokli and Anna Papadopoulou
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In aiming to elucidate boundaries that are related to social structures, the research
explored the public and private spheres and the following questions were pursued

through a grounded theory method that is detailed in chapter 2:

- How do Limassolian women read the city and how do they evaluate their
individual urban experience? To what degree does Limassol function
equally for all women?

- How are Limassolian women aware of boundaries and opportunities
linked to the built environment in navigating their everyday lives? What
kinds of alterative areas or thresholds zones are created as a response
to tensions in gender relations?

- To what extent do and how willing are Limassolian women to embrace
socio-spatial alternatives in domesticity, e.g. sharing domestic tasks with

non-family members, in order to facilitate their ambitions and desires?

These questions concentrate on the essence of spatial equality, on investigating
how urban democracy and its boundaries are manifested and on identifying
parameters and conditions. The research findings, as well as those of the literature
review, are laid out via two conceptually and spatially opposite entities: the public
and the private. In the first chapter, a review of literature is provided in order to
construct a narrative of spatial exploration, starting with gender interplay within the
home, gender constructs and perceptions reinforced by spatial conditions. It then
proceeds to study the separation of public and private spheres and concludes with
an exploration of ways and occasions where women’s role in social process has
impacted architecture and urban form. The literature review aims to explore gender
both as a consequence of space and as a condition of agency towards spatial

change.

Research methods and their theoretical underpinning are presented in chapter 2,
where the chapter traces the process of formulating and conducting the semi-
structured interviews, data analysis and visualizing data through mapping. Attention
is focussed on how relevant literature has been employed in crafting questionnaires
and in explaining how grounded theory methods are applied to analyse information
and synthesize the findings. The next chapter is chapter 3, which addresses
Limassol as a case study through the lenses of feminism and urban development

on three fronts. Firstly, the chapter explores the conditions that reinforced the
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separation of the public and private realms of the city, and secondly, it considers
how women have been absent from historiographic and spatial accounts as a
consequence patriarchy and of the public and private separation. The third front on
which Limassol is investigated is gender presence in the public realm through on-
site investigations. Heroon Square, the case study ‘within’ the case study becomes
the focus of a series of site analysis activities where women’s presence is

documented at different hours of the day, on different days of the week.

Attempting to construct a historiographic account that relates urban development
and gendered social process, chapter 3 focusses on the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries and examines the growth of Limassol through available literature. The
narrative of Limassol’s history is drawn from studies on the city’s sociological,
economic and architectural development, and is complemented by exposing the
presence of Limassolian women, either through documented data or measured
assumptions derived from informal interviews. Thus, the chapter aims to bridge the
historical gap in the literature by presenting a historiographic perspective of
Limassol that serves as a foundation for the study of the evolution of gender

relations and urban development.

Chapter 4 explores women’s experience in the public realm and chapter 5 aims to
elucidate conditions and parameters that affect women’s habitation of the private
realm. Both of these draw on the findings from my interviews. The public realm was
examined through women’s responses on their relation to centrality on a physical
and a perceptual level. Some women’s experiences of the private realm were
framed around the premise that the single-family house typology that is popular in
areas around the city centre and in the suburbs is not conducive to facilitating
women’s domestic responsibilities, whereas other women who live around Heroon
Square were called to consider the benefits and drawbacks of living in a mixed-use
area. In both cases, women are perpetually burdened with the dual role of

homemaker and member of the paid labour force.

Finally, chapter 6 synthesizes and consolidates the research outcomes in an
analytical way that addresses the issues set forth through the original intention of
the thesis, which was the study of urban boundaries and opportunities with respect
to gender relations. The chapter begins by recounting the significance of dualities in
the study of women and space and continues with discussion on three types of

boundaries that emerge from the research. The boundaries that Limassolian women
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negotiate with on a daily basis resulting from their dual role are temporal, spatial
and perceptual. Temporal boundaries refer to the challenges women face in
managing their time between completing daily domestic chores and fulfilling their
duties at work and it is indeed these boundaries that have brought on the most
noticeable changes in the city. Spatial and perceptual boundaries appear to have a
largely symbiotic relationship and in the private realm, their spatial component is
exposed through housing typologies that promote women’s isolation and serve to
distance women from the possibility of sharing domestic labour with other women in
the neighbourhood in order to improve their daily experience. The perceptual
component of this particular boundary becomes apparent from the participants’

responses that indicate an unchallenged preference for this insular type of house.

The overall argument is that co-existing spatial and perceptual boundaries organize
and control gender relations within the built environment, where women themselves
assume particular roles in this process. Their role is at times passive in accepting
the conditions of their urban experience, and at other times they are culpable in
perpetuating boundaries and restrictions by embodying cultural norms and practices.
Perceptual conflicts and spatial gestures such as those described above give rise to
an assembly of fascinating traces that indicate how the built environment responds
to social relations and their constant flux. Similarly, social relations are impacted by
the static nature of urban form and architectural design. Does this reciprocal
relationship between gender and space produce cities that are spatially more equal,
democratically inclined and socially inclusive? Since a city has yet to be designed
and built in this way, there can be no definitive response to this question. Through
grounded theory methods, the research aims to provide a framework for evaluating
urban development from a gender perspective and a qualitative understanding of
the processes within that framework that can be applied to other urban settlements

outside Cyprus.

' David Harvey, ‘Contested Cities: Social Process and Spatial Form’, in The City Reader, ed.
by Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, 5th edition (London: The Routledge Urban
Reader Series, 2011), pp. 230-238.

2 Ibid., pp. 230-238.

® Ibid., pp. 230-238.

23



* Sam Bass Warner, ‘Evolution and Transformation: The American Industrial Metropolis
1840-1940’, in The City Reader, ed. by Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, 5th edition
5(}London The Routledge Urban Reader Series, 2011), pp. 50-58.

Ib|d pp. 50-58.

Ib|d pp. 50-58.

Ib|d pp. 50-58.

Ib|d pp. 50-58.

Ib|d pp. 50-58.

% Ipid., pp. 50-58.

Dolores Hayden, The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes as Public History (Cambridge,
MA The MIT Press, 1995), p. 72.

Ib|d pp. 4-22.

James Steele, Ecological Architecture, A Critical History (London: Thames & Hudson Ltd,
2005) pp. 49-55.

* Dolores Hayden, Redesigning the American Dream, The Future of Housing, Work and
Fam/Iy Life, 2nd edition (New York: W. W. Norton & Company Inc., 2002), p. 113.

Warner pp. 50-58.

Ib|d p. 55.

Hayden Redesigning the American Dream, p. 60.

8 Helen Jarvis, Jonathan Cloke and Paula Kantor, Cities and Gender: Routledge Critical
/ntroduct/ons to Urbanism and the City (New York: Routledge, 2009), p. 133.

® Dolores Hayden, ‘What Would a Non-Sexist City Be Like? Speculations on Housing,
Urban Design, and Human Work’, Signs, 5.3 Supplement, Women and the American City
(Spring 1980), 170-187; Hayden, Redesigning the American Dream, pp. 33-49; Hayden, The
Power of Place, pp. 22-23; Daphne Spain, ‘What Happened to Gender Relations on the Way
from Chicago to Los Angeles?’ in The City Reader, ed. by Richard T. LeGates and Frederic
Stout, 6th edition (London: The Routledge Urban Reader Series, 2015), pp. 193-201; Clara
Greed, ‘Can Man Plan? Can Woman Plan Better?’ in Non-Plan: Essays on Freedom
Participation and Change in Modern Architecture and Urbanism, ed. by Jonathan Hughes
and Simon Sadler (Oxford: Architectural Press, 2007), pp. 184-197; Clara Greed, Women
and Planning: Creating Gendered Realities (London and New York: Routledge, 1994), pp. 1-
15 Jarvis, Cloke and Kantor, pp. 9-31.

% Karen A. Franck, ‘A Feministic Approach to Architecture: Acknowledging Women’s Ways
of Knowing’, in Gender, Space, Architecture, An Interdisciplinary Introduction, ed. by Jane
Rendell, Barbara Penner and lain Borden (New York: Routledge, 2000), pp. 294-304.

2 » Ibid., pp.294-304.

Hayden What Would a Non-Sexist City Be Like? pp. 170-187.

* Francs Bradshaw, ‘Working with Women’, in Gender, Space, Architecture, An
Interdisciplinary Introduction, ed. by Jane Rendell, Barbara Penner and lain Borden (New
York Routledge, 2000), pp. 282-294.

SyIV|a Trench, Taner Oc and Steven Tiesdell, ‘Safer Cities for Women, Perceived Risks
and Planning Measures’, Town Planning Review, 63.3 (1992), 279-296; Clara Greed,
‘Taking Women’s Bodily Functions into Account in Urban Planning and Policy: Public Toilets
and Menstruation’, Town Planning Review, 87.5 (2016), 506-524.

JarV|s Cloke and Kantor, p.133.

® Ibid., p.133.

Greed Women and Planning, p. 6.

Jeremy Till, “The Negotiation of Hope’, in Architecture and Participation, ed. by Peter
Blundell Jones, Doina Petrescu and Jeremy Till (London and New York: Spon Press, 2005),

25.

Eg ° Ibid., p. 29.

Krlstlne B. Miranne and Alma H. Young, Introduction in Gendering the City, ed. by Kristine
B Miranne and Alma H. Young (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc, 2000), p. 2.

Harvey p. 249.

Hayden What Would a Non-Sexist City Be Like? pp. 170-187; Hayden, Redesigning the
American Dream; Michael Dear and Jennifer Wolch eds., The Power of Geography (Boston:
Hyman Unwin, 1990) cited in Dolores Hayden, The Power of Place: Urban Landscape as
Public History (Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 1995), p. 23; Daphne Spain, Gendered
Spaces (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1992), pp. 7, 29; Daphne Spain,

24



‘What Happened to Gender Relations on the Way from Chicago to Los Angeles?’ p. 195;
Kristine B. Miranne and Alma H. Young, Introduction in Gendering the City, ed. by Kristine B.
Miranne and Alma H. Young (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2000).

%% Athos Erotokritou, H Eéouoia mavw ortn MNuvaika, H Kompia Nuvaika kai o BaBudg EEEAIENS
n¢ [Power over Woman, The Cypriot Woman and the Degree of her Development] (Nicosia:
Ergatiki Vivliothiki, 1985), pp. 5-10.

% Christakis Sergides, Aepyeadg, OvoroAews MéoTtwpa [Limassol, Maturing a Wine-city]
(Limassol: Ekdosis Afi and Christakis Sergides, 2012), p. 65.

25



Chapter One

Reviewing Literature on Constructing Gender and Creating Space

‘Quite like old times,” the room says. ‘Yes? No?’
There are two beds, a big one for Madame and a smaller one on the
opposite side for the monsieur. The wash-basin is shut off by a curtain. Itis a
large room, the smell of cheap hotels faint, almost imperceptible. The street
outside is narrow, cobble-stoned, going sharply uphill and ending in a flight
of steps. What they call an impasse.

Jean Rhys, Good Morning Midnight’

1.1 Introduction

In the quote by Jean Rhys, the room is an allegory of how objects, and ultimately
space, and can be gendered reflecting ideas of social order, and how the structural
permanency of these gender constructs is unsustainable. Monsieur gets the small
bed and madame gets the big one so that she may accommodate monsieur’'s
desires during the night.? But perhaps the most telling aspect of the account of that
moment in Jean Rhys’ book is the symbolic dead end that is met by the uphill road.
Not only is the cobbled road narrow, it follows a steep incline and ends in an
impasse. This suggests to me and perhaps to other readers that Rhys is issuing a
warning or even a premonition that the gender interplay performed inside the room

is onerous and ambitions for its amelioration are futile.

This chapter addresses how space in gendered, involving a review of existing
literature that considers relationships between women’s lives and spatial
organization, focusing on how social and spatial boundaries are created. In
particular, | am interested in the tensions and nature of boundaries between the
public and private realms. Throughout the research, | examine the separation of the
public and the private at two levels. First, | consider the public and private duality on
an urban level and examine international literature purporting that this spatial
separation disadvantages women’s quality of life. Thus, | search for sites and
territories where this duality is mitigated or compromised. The second way in which
| examine the separation is by zooming in Heroon Square in chapter 3, where |

consider the public and private division on an architectural level. The research
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considers the public realm to refer to commercial and administrative areas within
the city centre where most opportunities for employment are concentrated, and the
private realm to refer to areas where there is a concentration of residential

neighbourhoods.

The separation of the public and the private is not one that is ever strictly
demarcated on either an urban or an architectural scale. Interstitial spaces,
transition zones and thresholds serve to blur boundaries and jurisdictions. For
instance, on an urban scale this blurring is manifested in areas of mixed use which
function as transitions between the two realms, creating thresholds and zones of
evolution. Similarly, on an architectural scale it is experienced in shared spaces

encountered in co-housing units, courtyards or balconies.

In some instances of the literature review examined in the chapter gender appears
to be a passive presence in space and the chapter considers the preconceptions
that maintain this condition. The chapter also examines occasions within the
literature where women, in spite of their socially sanctioned role, have been the
impetus for spatial changes, adjustments or transformations, in contrast to the
situation presented by Rhys. In other words, the chapter tries to climb Rhys’ virtual
steps and see what lies beyond. The chapter aims to provide tools and a foundation
for reading and understanding the built environment from a gender perspective in
order to provide a basis for exploring women’s everyday experiences of navigating
spatial relationships in the city of Limassol which is the case study examined in

chapter 3.

The narrative begins by exploring the importance of the physical and perceptual of
the separation of the public and the private realms, followed by an exploration of
spatial equality through a gender lens in order to uncover conditions that could
encourage and empower the influence of Limassolian women in the realms of
architecture and urban design. The chapter also investigates how new form has or
could evolve from the reciprocal relationship between women’s role in social
processes and the development of the built environment. When possible, the
chapter shifts from the global to the local, by juxtaposing international theories and
positions on gender and space with relevant data regarding the case study in order
to set the premise for the questions the fieldwork will attempt to answer in later

chapters.
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Literature focussing on international issues of gender and architecture began
appearing towards the end of the 1970s and, according to architectural theorist
Jane Rendell, since then it has shifted from modern to postmodern in its
philosophical orientation.® According to architectural theorist Hilde Heynen, the
second wave of feminism in the sixties and seventies brought on a cross-
disciplinary discourse on gender from which spatial practices emerged that served
to advance a critical consideration of architecture as a social art.* The broad field of
studies relating to gender and architecture can be regarded from three perspectives,
or logics of thought, that are loosely chronological. These are described by Heynen
as the equality logic, the difference logic and the logic of constructionism.® The logic
of equality presumes an intrinsic equality between men and women, and exposes
women’s oppression in power and spatial organization.® Theorists of the equality
model regard the perceptual dichotomy of men and women and their respective
associations with the public and private realm as an instrument of discrimination
and imbalance of power.” This position is supported by Markussen; Spain; Massey;
Hayden; Jarvis, Cloke and Kantor; Wilson; Andrew; and Greed, whose work is

further discussed below.?

The difference logic recognizes equality between genders but highlights
fundamental differences between the genders that ought to be embraced by
architectural practices in the production of space.® Specifically, proponents of this
logic suggest that architecture and urbanism should shift from a masculinist
approach of rationality, functionality, control and prestige and focus on what is
considered a more feminist design approach that is elevated by the principles of
transparency, inclusiveness, flexibility, participatory methods, a reflection of the
social reality and respect for the earth.”® According to Heynen, supporters of this
logic include Weisman, Boys and Franck." The third logic regards constructionist
thinking as its key paradigm and operates on a recognition that built space is not a
neutral platform for gender relations, but a spatial and cultural instrument that
establishes and proliferates gender distinctions and hierarchies.' Contrary to the
equality model, the constructionist model that derives its legitimacy not from a
proclamation of oppression, but from its drive to expose and dissolve spatial and
perceptual constructions in order to reveal what Heynen describes as their
changeable nature.” This logic is supported by researchers such as Mirrane and

Young, by McLeod and also by Vale who are discussed in this review.*
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Although Heynen’s three schools of logic provide a valuable critique on the
evolution of scholarship in gender and architecture, the literature review has not
been organized accordingly. Instead, it is separated into two themes, one that
explores the relation of women’s constructed, Westernized identity in the built
environment as a passive participant and the other exploring an opposing
perspective where women have acted as active agents of change in architecture
and urban design. By juxtaposing these two positions and by applying knowledge
derived from examining Limassol as a case study, the research aims to contribute
to the positions of Heynen’s constructionist logic by approaching spatial democracy
through two axes: access to labour and built form. Thus, the study of gender helps
to uncover urban conditions and boundaries that can be spatial, perceptual or

otherwise.

1.2 Dualities: Separating the Public and Private Realms

Through my research, boundaries are regarded as analytical categories, and
opportunities are conditions that are regulated by restrictions imposed on women by
constructed space in Limassol or by social norms, and opportunities refer to ways in
which the built environment could facilitate Limassolian women’s everyday
experiences. Boundaries can be physical as well as perceptual. The can occur at
the interfaces between public and private spaces, between different land uses,
different communities and social and racial strata. They can be political, geopolitical
or polemical. Indeed, how they are materialized or spatially articulated is as
important as how they are experienced or what they come to mean. This section of
the literature review considers the spatial and cognitive components of boundaries
by examining international literature that explores the separation of the public and
private realms of cities located in Western Europe and the United States, and by
considering how this may relate to the context of Limassol. Knowledge on
boundaries is drawn from research by Miranne and Young, Semblat, Hendler and

Harrison, and also Greed.'®

Boundaries between Work and Home

According to Heynen, the separation between the home and the workplace in

Europe came about early the nineteenth century.® Prior to that, the house was a
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large structure that comprised workshops as well as residential accommodation for
the entire family. As such, it did not present a separation between public and
private spaces; thus domesticity, as it is known today, did not become established
until the nineteenth century."” Madanipour suggests the reason for the separation
was the change of attitude towards children.” In the Middle Ages, children of all
backgrounds were sent away from their families to train or to work as apprentices or
to become socially educated, thus limiting the nature of the relationship between
parents and children to more of a moral and pragmatic nature, rather than a
sentimental one. The home consisted of a large central room, the salle, where most
activities such as labour and socializing took place with little regard for separation of

use or privacy.'®

As school education began to develop, especially within the middle classes, and
theoretical knowledge was gaining ground over the old practice of apprenticeships,
parents tended to keep their children nearer to the home.?° This encouraged a
stronger relationship between the parents and their children, thus bringing forth the
need for privacy. Also contributing to the tendency to create spaces of varying
degrees or privacy within the home was the development of the bourgeois house,
which had to accommodate live-in servants and their activities.?' This further led to
the gradual development of different zones within the house that separated areas
according to use, users and levels of required privacy. This was the earliest form of
public and private zoning within the home that was solidified through the

Renaissance and into the early industrial cities.

As described in the Introduction, industrial cities developed as a logistical answer to
provide access to employment and as a consequence of the development of
transportation.?? Although Warner writes that zoning separation occurred as a
practical solution to protect real-estate values, this position has been broadly
disputed explicitly or implicitly by others who maintain that zoning has been a
mechanism deliberately installed to keep women away from the workforce, thereby

maintaining power within patriarchal norms.

In addition to benefitting patriarchal authority, Wilson posits that town and city
planning was purposefully organized in exclusion of women, children and other
‘disruptive elements’ that include the poor, the working class and minorities such as
disabled people.? Fainstein suggests that the sharp separation of the public and

private spheres of the city has been a method of protecting women from sexual
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temptation,?® whereas Greed suggests the separation might have a more hygienic
intent. She explains that since the terms ‘zoning’ and ‘sanitary’ are etymologically
linked, it can be implied that zoning practices separate the sacred from the profane,
the pure from the diseased, the male from the female, in order to achieve an
‘uncontaminated’ society.?® Greed’s position is overall more measured in that it
suggests that the socio-spatial status quo that is detrimental to women cannot be
blamed entirely on men, since it is more than likely that there exists both men with

egalitarian persuasions and women who are, as she calls it, ‘anti-woman’.?’

In spite of the assertion that separation of uses in the form of zoning is largely
responsible for women’s exclusion from the public realm, Hayden suggests that
women’s restrictions do not originate from zoning regulations per se, but can also
be attributed to material culture itself. She suggests that women’s restrictions
towards social equality and equal access to employment can also be located in
domestic distribution of space. Hayden describes the American home to be nothing
more than a box to be filled with single-purpose, usually energy-consuming
commodities.? In fact, Hayden, Fishman, Wright and Edwards support that the
design of the private house of the twentieth century, its successors, its
predecessors and its framework of existence is unsuitable for gender equality and
acts not only to separate the single-family house from the world of jobs and public
life, but in particular it isolates women from urban economic life.?® Hayden and
Edwards further suggest that conditions of isolation exist even within the house, as
women find themselves busy with domestic work usually away from the rest of the

family.*

Regardless of the motives of the separation of uses within the city and within the
home, Miranne and Young, Andrew, and Ainley posit that women’s place in the
private realm of domesticity and men’s dominance of the public arena was enabled
and enhanced by the physical distance that separated the two.*' Consequently,
working women were and often remain challenged by temporospatial boundaries
resulting from their dual role as homemakers and as equal members of the
workforce.*? This serves as a premise for exploring Limassolian women’s urban

experiences in navigating their journey between home and work.
Studies exploring that nexus between gender relations and the separation of urban
spaces into zones that distinguish between public and private uses, concur that

spatial zoning has severely stagnated Western women’s role within social
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structure.® Rendell refers to the separation of spheres as the ‘most pervasive
representation of gendered space’, and further suggests that feminists find this
framework particularly problematic because of its evolution as a self-referential
system of binary assumptions of gender and space.* Such assumptions of
opposing dualities aligned with male/female differences found in urban theory and
design include inside/outside, work/home, production/reproduction, city/suburb,
urban/rural, civilized/primitive etc.*® Greed provides a comprehensive list of these
dichotomies in her book Women and Planning: Creating Gendered Realities, and
posits that these divisions that she refers to as scientific are manifestations of
patriarchy, promoted by the town planning profession and are sustained by forms of

spatial separation.®

Dismantling Dualities

While the research assumes the persistence of a separation between public and the
private realms in Limassol, the research considers the existence of alternative
spaces or blurred boundaries — fringe sites or sites of resistance, perhaps - that are
organically created as a countermeasure or as a consequence of socio-spatial
boundaries such as the public/private duality. Throughout the literature, these sites
are referred to as thirdspace, otherness or ‘other’ spaces. The review examines the
theoretical nature of dualities and the factors that perpetuate them, as well methods
and occasions in international literature where these dualities are dismantled. This
will enable the fieldwork to explore and identify sites of resistance to dualities within

the case study.

The simplistic, reductive nature of dualities that disadvantage women because they
disregard women’s multiple identities is explored by Franck, and in Belenky and
others, cited in Sandercock and Forsyth, and also in Kent, and Mirsa.® Jarvis,
Cloke and Kantor posit that the process of dismantling binary conditions and their
enduring fascination by scholars of gender and architecture is by exposing the
multiplicity of urban identities, the complex economies operating within and by
blurring temporospatial boundaries.* They do so by first addressing the origins of
the dualities that have assiduously been employed by theorists such as urban/rural,
real/imaginary cities, good/dysfunctional cities, civilized/primitive, modernity/post-
modernity and collective/individual and attribute the existence of these dual

associations to the limiting and persistent reference to male/female as defined by
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biological sex. * As an example of challenging the veracity of these binary
relationships, Jarvis, Cloke and Kantor point out that the common duality of urban
and rural is demonstrably misleading, because most settlements are not easy to

classify as either urban or rural in the conventional sense.*

Theorists have employed the meaning of thirdspace, ‘otherness’ or ‘other’ spaces to
describe a phenomenon where dualities and binary systems are negotiated by
considering alternative entities expressed through complex social engagement that
have a dynamic and unpredictable interaction with the built environment.*' Greed
considers ‘other’ as the theoretical space one occupies when looking in from the
outside. In this case, those who are outside are those who are excluded, or invisible,
i.e. women in the field of urban planning.*? Conversely, Soja and Hopper, cited in
Boys, consider thirdspace not as an alternative to a single entity as in the case of
Greed, but as a reconceptualization of simple dualisms in order to expand and
oppose them.* Thirdspace, according to Soja and Hooper, allows for ‘openness,
flexibility and multiplicity’ in understanding urban space and negotiating socio-
spatial boundaries.** Thirdspace was considered in the context of the research as a

possible coding mechanism in identifying space bounded by perceptual conditions.

McLeod cited in Petrescu, considers two types of ‘other’ spaces: spaces of other
people, and other kinds of spaces.”® McLeod discusses the two categories of
scholars who advocate in favour of ‘different’ and ‘otherness’ and proposes it as an
improvement over the status quo. * The first category is that of the
Deconstructionists, who subscribe to unpredictability and controlled chaos and who
identify themselves with the writings of Derrida. The Deconstructionists see
‘otherness’ as an inversion or a disruption of the formal status quo of architecture.*’
The second category refers to the followers of Foucault’'s ‘heterotopias’ who
consider ‘otherness’ as a formal and social ‘other.’*® According to McLeod,
Foucault’s ‘other’ places are places that are unusual, or out of the ordinary, and it is
at places such as these where disorder, multiplicity or perfection can be observed.’
These observations are crucial and pertinent to the existing social order and grant

an insight into the banality of everyday existence.*® As discussed later in the chapter,

"McLeod alludes to the platform of public participation on two occasions, firstly when
referring to the possibility of other models of architectural production as ‘the gap between
architecture and what people make of it’ (page 25) and further on when she rhetorically asks
whether ‘other architectures’ i.e. buildings and urban spaces can be products that are more
engaged with individual’'s emotional and physical lives as well as sensations of pleasure,
comfort, humour and emotion.

33



women’s ‘place’ in social structure is intrinsically linked to the private realm of

domesticity and everyday life.

Soja and Hooper’s thirdspace and McLeod’s ‘otherness’ refer to theoretical spaces
that must be different, but not entirely detached by the conditions defined in the
original binary system and they must function between and within objectivism and
subjectivism.®° ‘Otherness’, according to Petrescu, is a physical space that exists
within urban interstitial spaces which possesses intrinsic value.®' She calls them
leftover spaces that are sometimes created from what is overlooked by the real-
estate market and by authorities.®® These ‘other’ spaces, according to Petrescu,
function as an alternative to more conventional forms of public space that have
become subject to surveillance and control, with their rules and codes subject to

constant redefinition.”® They are heterogeneous, fragmented and multiple.>*

The study of dualities provides the knowledge and the vocabulary needed to
investigate the case study and to point the fieldwork to ways in which the margins of
the public and the private are mitigated and inhabited. Exploring spatial and
theoretical alternatives to the dualities that emerge from the ultimate dichotomy
installed by the two genders enables the research fieldwork to look beyond the
conventions of the spheres of the public and the private. It engages the fieldwork
search for spaces of contention and compromise, as well as conditions where
boundaries are blurred or unclear. As Soja puts it, the search for spatial justice is a
multiscalar activity, thus, in order to look beyond dualities, it is imperative not only to
consider spatiality, but to be able to look beyond it and into systems of social,

economic and political interaction. >

1.3 Women’s Potential as Agents of Change

Towards Spatial Equality: Justice and Participation

In spite of numerous critical studies that explore possibilities of dismantling dualities
by considering alternative spatial and theoretical territories, physical realities of
separations persist. These realities are exacerbated by urban sprawl and by the
densification of administrative and commercial centres.®® The case of Limassol
bears marked similarities: a historic urban settlement that formed adjacent to the

seafront in the nineteenth century and sprawled radially in the two centuries that
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followed. The commercial and administrative centre remained at the site of the
original settlement and the residential developments moved progressively outwards,
thus separating the public and private spheres of the city (see chapter 3). Houses
that were peppered within the city’s historic core fell under two categories: urban
palazzos and courtyard houses built in the first half of the twentieth century, and
newer buildings including some apartment blocks built in the third quarter of the
twentieth century. The houses in the first category became listed under the laws of
historic preservation and houses and have either remained private houses or they
are currently being used as shops, offices, restaurants, art spaces or for other

commercial activities.

As Limassol’'s administrative and commercial centre coincides with the city’s historic
core that falls under laws of historic preservation, Limassol’s urban form presents a
paradox. While most Western cities’ administrative and business districts are
comprised of a dense urban fabric with high-rise buildings, Limassol’'s administrative
and commercial area is characterised by narrow streets, low buildings and historic
streetscapes (Figure 1.1). Newer building complexes and high-rise buildings
housing tertiary services are located in sporadic locations, along Makarios Avenue,
Franklin Roosevelt Avenue and other major arteries that developed in the fourth

quarter of the twentieth century (Figure 1.2).

virtual line defining Limassol's
administrative/commercial/historic core

Figure 1.1 Areal image showing Limassol’s low-rise city centre'

" Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
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If urban zoning and separation of the public and the private realm is a discriminating
fait accompli, then what is the instrument that instigates it and under what
conditions is it regulated? While exploring the endurance of systems of socio-urban
dualities, the mechanics and parameters of the design and planning of the built
environment reveal their complicity in perpetuating women’s urban boundaries and
restrictions. One argument advanced within the literature that explores Anglo-
European and American paradigms, is that the planning discipline has been
dominated by generations of male professionals is that the planning discipline has
been dominated by generations of male professionals.®” This is indeed the case in
Cyprus, where town planning has always been practiced from a top-down
perspective. Cyprus’ Town Planning Authority was founded by the British around
the middle of the twentieth century and was staffed by men until the fourth quarter

of the century.*®

Jarvis, Cloke and Kantor ask: to what extend has androcentrism in urban design
been a conscious act on behalf of male planners and designers?*® Is this bias

conscious or cultural?®

Jagger, cited in Greed, suggests that men pursue planning
strategies not to consciously marginalize women, but because their strategies
appear fair and logical to them, based on their cultural understanding of the world.®’
Nevertheless, if we are to assume, as Heynen suggests, that the built environment

is the hardware of architecture and social institutions and discourses are the

Sketch by Anna Papadopoulou
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software, then prejudices in urban planning can be traced to planning theory.®
Sandercock and Forsyth suggest that planning theory lacks awareness of the
location and movement of women within urban spaces, the links between public and
domestic life, women’s own awareness of urban networks, and which forms of
communication women are most comfortable with.® Reasons for this lack of
awareness can be attributed to the disconnect between urban studies and gender
studies, whereby neither discipline appears to engage the other.** Throughout the
fieldwork, and in particular, through the interview process, the research delves into
issues of awareness the part of participants who are laypersons and on the part of
those participants who come from the architectural professions in order to identify
possibilities for spatial improvement from the perspective of both professionals and

laypeople.

The research not only aims to investigate boundaries, but also to explore
opportunities in terms of enhancing women’s urban experience of economizing time
in accessing places of employment, as well as how women themselves can become
agents of change towards spatial equality in the city thus participating in improving
their quality of life. The literature review considers international examples of
mechanisms women can employ towards effecting change, conditions necessary
for gender spatial equality to transpire in the public and in the private realms, as well
as paradigms and examples where new form has materialized as a result of
women’s agency. Women'’s influence in the process and product of constructed
space is explored by research studies that include Hayden, Spain and Greed who
explore ways in which women have carved a journey towards spatial equality.®®
According to Faistein, de Graft-Johnson and Greed, aspects of justice, diversity and
sustainability emerge while framing notions of spatial equality.®® In this context,
sustainability is considered beyond its environmental component and is regarded by
the research as the social engagement that enables social process to play a more
decisive role in the development of urban form. The importance of diversity and
inclusivity in spatial equality for women is explored by Hayden, Hillier, de Graft-
Johnson, and Greed, who suggest that participation is a means of enabling

women’s needs to be on the foreground of design decisions.®’

Helgesen, cited in Gould and Hosey, finds interconnections between diversity,
sustainability and participation by conceptualizing vision and voice as opposing
forces, where diversity is a key component to sustainability and, as such, she

proposes that the sustainable design movement is a condition that includes many
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voices.® In considering the notions of vision and voice, Helgesen regards ‘vision’ to
have a masculine persona and assumes ‘voice’ to have a feminine form of
representation. She furthers the metaphor by suggesting that ‘vision’ belongs to the
‘master architect’, the genius, the hero, clearly representing the presence and
stature of a tyrant. ‘Voice’, on the other hand, represents the collective,
collaborative efforts that resist attempts to impose the vision of one man and
supports that ‘non-hierarchical organisation and collaboration are deeply subversive

to the visionary’.%®

Sandercock and Forsyth, and also Greed posit that women, as historically
marginalized members of the community, possess the sense of urgency to act as
facilitators in the participatory process.”® Greed further asserts that women planners,
in spite of their small numbers, have been pioneers in public participation
processes.”' However, although many women tend to be influential in community
politics, their presence is generally ignored on a decision-making level in the urban
arena.’”? Although methods of community participation and participatory design can
offer an antidote to these inequalities by being a vehicle of transferring opinions to
the decision makers, Greed and also Petrescu suggest that in order for it to be
effective it must be executed as part of a gradual, long-term approach of local

networks and community programmes instead of a ‘hit and run’, singular activity.”

Although women can be effective on the level of architectural and profession
planning, Greed argues that where a woman is trying to establish herself in the
professional arena so that she may become influential in the planning profession,
she must first operate as a professional and not as a woman.” In order for a woman
planner to establish herself she must first conform to the belief system of the
professional subcultural group, which Rydin, cited in Greed, posits, is the foremost
mechanism that translates patriarchal norms to constructed space.” Greed
proposes that in order to effect change one must understand the forces that
influence urban development, that is, one must first understand the nature of the
beliefs and personal attitudes held by the members of the subcultural group and
then trace the micro-level personal attitudes and interactions at a private level and
deduce how these are channelled into the meso-level and enable the establishing of

group identities on a macro-level.”

While Greed argues that women, and indeed any marginalized group who wishes to

create conditions of agency towards spatial equality, must approach the system of
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beliefs governing personal interactions, Fainstein warns that change can only be a
circumstance of incremental progress.’’ Similar to Greed, Fainstein explores
conditions of change within existing operating systems, but instead of existing social
structures, Fainstein considers the socio-economic framework of capitalist
urbanization.”® As such, she posits that proposals regarding “just” cities must be
feasible within current economic models.” To that point, she has been criticized by
Harvey and Potter for attempting to mitigate the consequences of an established
unjust system, thus avoiding struggle and conflict.?’ In response, Fainstein counters
that the potential of conflict is nonetheless present and she further suggests that
change towards a system of humane capitalism can occur through continued

pressure for justice.®’

For women’s potential as agents of change to begin to materialize, certain social
aspects have to be engaged. These conditions were explored by Stratigakos in her
case study of Berlin where, at the turn of the twentieth century women began to
claim Berlin by introducing physical interventions, erecting structures, and creating
and occupying spaces as they were searching for an urban existence to support
their developing identities.® For this to occur, four conditions had to be met. The
first condition is attributed to the remarkable growth spurt experienced in Berlin at
the time in question.®® The second condition is dependent on the emergence of a
notable population of single, independent women who became the instigators and
the impetus for considerable experimentation in the architecture of the built

environment.®

This condition is also in accordance with the work of Friedman,
whose study on women’s impact on domestic design in the United States in the first
quarter of the twentieth century, found that single women had the potential to
reshape domestic design by creating well-designed, compact spaces that would, in

a way, validate their decision not to marry.®

Regarding the latter point posited by Stratigakos and Friedman, Cypriot women of
the same period, i.e. the middle of the twentieth century, were at a disadvantage.
According to Persianis, at the beginning of the marked urbanization process in
Cyprus, the strongest perception of women’s position in society was that her
ultimate purpose was to make an early marriage. Consequently, Persianis
concludes that women’s abilities, both physical and mental, were destined to be
dependent and compared negatively against those of men.® As part of the contract
of marriage as it was understood by the Cypriot society at the time, a woman’s

realm was clearly the private domestic one and her self-worth was closely identified
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with her performance as a ‘good’ housewife and a ‘good’ mother. This social
expectation allowed little room for women (single or married) to innovate. Single
women who presented what Persianis referred to (but not explained) as
‘revolutionary’ tendencies, were threatened by their mothers that these propensities
would make then undesirable to men.®” Because of their early commitment to
marriage, Cypriot women of that time had less potential to become instigators or
leaders of domestic design in the way that the women of Stratigakos and Freidman

were.

Another condition, according to Friedman and Stratigakos, necessary to enable
women to effect change in architecture is linked to the role of higher education and
professional careers that are unconventional in the traditional nuclear family.®® The
new independent woman was finally in a position to break away from traditional
domestic spaces as had been previously defined for her by patriarchal structures
and was in search of an entirely new infrastructure to accommodate her new
lifestyle. Women lacked offices, places to entertain clients, places for them to relax
with friends, dining areas where a lone woman could feel welcome and lastly,
schools, clubhouses, exhibition venues and finally, a place to call home. In order for
this infrastructure to materialize, women employed the support of wealthy women
patrons, including rich widows.®® Legal structures were also being installed at that
time, affording professional women a crucial safeguard in materializing these

projects.®

Further to Friedman and Stratigakos, during the second quarter of the twentieth
century, the significance of higher education in women’s claim towards gender-
equal spaces is also coupled with improved employment opportunities and
decreasing birth rates.®’ However, Betty Friedan argues that women’s access to
higher education may have afforded them an opportunity to claim their space in the
city, but for those women trapped in suburbia, particularly after World War I, their
awareness of their own potential through their exposure to education made them

feel increasingly unhappy.®?

Friedman further explores two groups of women of reformers who innovated
architecture through domestic design. The first group comprised women who
dedicated their lives in expanding the influence of women by extrapolating on the
traditional values of the home.*® They did so through public speaking and event

organizing, helping women come together to share experiences and develop new
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skills. The second group of women, who were generally younger than the previous
group, focussed mainly on promoting higher education and concentrated on political
activism and on creating professional opportunities.®* The women described by
Friedman discovered the pleasures and challenges of the city, thus constantly
drifted further from the traditional sphere.95 For a number of these women, the
housing conventions of their time were becoming too restrictive and so they began

looking for alternative ways to live freer, more useful and more modern lives.*

Similar to the issue of marriage discussed earlier, Cypriot women were
disadvantaged compared to their Anglo-European and American counterparts
regarding the issue of education. An overview of Cypriot women’s education in the
first half of the twentieth century is remarkably similar to Aristotle’s position as it was
presented in his Politics, which was thought to have been written in the fourth
century BC: women were educated in ‘extraneous’, decorative elements that aided
their prospects in being wed.®” Educational concerns for women during the time of
Limassol’s intense urbanization, in the second half of the twentieth century, included
being better mothers and wives, which located the pedagogical focus on religious
and moral elements rather than scientific knowledge of better hygiene, nutrition and
better upbringing. According to Persianis, women’s education was regarded as a
luxury that society could indulge in once local economic prosperity was reached by
economic activities driven by the male segment of the population.®® This lack of
concern for the presence of women in education implies an expectation that
economic, social and cultural progress achieved by institutional education lies solely
in the hands of men. * However, women’s educational standing improved
dramatically towards the end of the twentieth century, at which time most women
from urban, and sometimes rural backgrounds can have access to higher education.
This is largely due to the founding of four universities throughout the island during
the 1990s.

Unlike most Cypriot women around the middle of the twentieth century, Friedman
propounds that the single-by-choice, educated, independent, employed women
whose lives she explored looked to modern architecture and to architects to provide
spaces for them where they could live out their alternative lifestyles.'® Friedman’s
women had two particular concerns. Firstly, they faced the conflict between the
expectation of marriage and their chosen independent lives and since they were the
head of their household, they were in a key position to make radical changes in the

definition of domestic space to create room for their alternative lifestyles.’®' Their
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second concern, according to Friedman, was their re-examination of the separation
between community and house, enabling them to replace traditional divisions with
other alternatives.'” This led to a more fluid approach between public and private
space. Friedman notes that these women, who were mostly European and North
American, often sought a balance between family and privacy, or they chose to live
alone.' Whereas Freidman’s women innovated domestic design through their
non-conventional lifestyles while mostly living in self-imposed isolation, Berlin
women, as described by Stratigakos, chose to enable architectures of co-housing

and communal living.

As with all Western patriarchal societies, Cypriot men and women are conditioned
to socialize into different roles with different values, where each sex behaves
according to constructed stereotypes and expectations.'® Although it is broadly
accepted that each sex is also expected to exist in a space that is socially pre-
determined, i.e. women are associated with the private sphere and men with the
public one, Hatzipavlou also suggests that within Cypriot society, when one gender
moves from its designated realm into the other, this causes a profound social
disturbance. In fact, when children exhibit signs of anti-social behaviour, popular
theory is quick to diagnose this as a consequence of women leaving the private
realm by joining the workforce and the increasing numbers of divorce. Other signs
of the perceived disturbance are manifested in the belief that divorce and spousal

infidelity are a consequence of women’s economic independence.’®

Global feminist ideas throughout the twentieth century have been closely linked to
political action. Although there are many disciplinary approaches to feminism, such
as liberal, socialist, Marxists, ecological, cultural, existentialist, post-modern, etc.,
they are all motivated by similar agendas: to illuminate women’s presence
throughout cultural history and to enable women to act as agents of change towards
a more gender-equal society. The second international wave of feminism in the
1960s coincides with the emergence of various academic programmes in Western
tertiary education and this concurrence is, according to Hatzipaviou, a profoundly
political act.'® Since the emergence of academic feminism delved into issues like
‘the personal is political’, the misconceived duality of private and public spheres, as
well as the diversity of women’s experience within race, ethnicity, sexuality, class,
age, etc., Hatzipavlou regards academic feminism and political feminism as
intrinsically connected.'®” Nevertheless, Cypriot women’s role in social structures

throughout the first three quarters of the twentieth century remained in a transitory
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phase, between by the patriarchal, rural traditions and a desire to attain

independence and self-worth in a post-patriarchal urban setting.

Everyday Life and Domestic Alternatives

Just as women are connected to the private realm through a socially constructed
bond, domesticity and everyday life are connected through spatially defined
activities. Everyday life occurs in the private realm of domesticity, and women, as
primary homemakers, are the principle actors performing daily, everyday tasks that
support human life.’® In studying women’s everyday experiences in navigating
relationships between home and work in order to construct a gender understanding
of the case study, the research considers the significance of everyday life within the
home in shaping domestic space and in enabling gender roles. The research
argues that reciprocal relationships between women’s role and the development of
the built environment are linked to the spatial and perceptual norms of domesticity.
Thus any adjustments, improvements, or innovations in the intrinsic working of the
home, such as the development of units of co-housing, would affect the operating
framework from a gender perspective on the city scale. Co-housing is significant to
the research because it is based on a design practice that intentionally blurs

boundaries between public and private areas within constructed space.

Although there is a considerable volume of literature on life in Limassol's public
realm (Figure 1.3), the research was not able to uncover meaningful, early
twentieth-century accounts of Limassolian women’s domestic lives and habits.
Therefore the literature examined in this section considers socio-spatial design from
America or Europe. This absence of accounts of Cypriot women’s daily lives in the
private realm can be explained by Heynen who suggests that because of women’s
long-standing connection to the private realm of domesticity and everyday life, the
idea of the latter entering architectural discourse would signify a ‘feminisation’ of the
‘high culture by an infection with ideas from popular culture’.'® Further to Heynen,
the degrading of everyday life and women’s role within it is explored by Vale and
also by Hartsock, cited in Franck, where it is suggested that male identity has
evolved to assign value to abstraction which is also unattainable, and to discount
everyday life in spite of its usefulness and necessity.'® Vale posits that it was

during the Renaissance that rational and abstract thinking were valued beyond craft
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making, thus the experiential approach of everyday life was shifted to those

intellectually less capable.""
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Figure 1.3 Men in Limassol’s public life"

In the United State, however, awareness of the significance of everyday life was
considered by women innovators as early as the nineteenth century. In aiming to
elevate everyday life and domestic work, and thereby elevate women’s role in the
social structure, American nineteenth-century educator, Catherine Beecher,
advocated the perception of home as a haven. '"? According to Hayden, Beecher
proposed to enhance the effectiveness of the isolated housewife and to glorify her
role in the traditional sphere of work by arguing that if women embraced and
identified more closely with their gender, they could even minimize class
distinctions.""® Similarly, Friedman propounds that some women at the beginning of
the twentieth century decided to take control of the domestic realm by claiming all
expertise on the matter, assuming that this will grant them a measure of
independence.” It is this sense of independence that became a crucial parameter
to their identity, as women were coming to terms with the fact the men were firmly

lodged in the seats of urban, economic and political power.'”® At the around the

" Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
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same time, feminist Melusina Fay Pierce posited a different approach to women’s
domestic isolation. She proclaimed an early occurrence of collaborative housing
that offered a unique perspective on the labour of everyday life on a neighbourhood
level. Her strategy was to socialize housework under women’s control through
neighbourhood networks.'"® According to Hayden, Pierce advocated that women
should firstly be paid for their labour and secondly she proposed that they
reorganize their labour so that they may benefit from new technologies,

specialization and division of labour.""’

Franck further suggests that women’s constructed identity has been one that values
and embraces everyday life and experiences.''® Under that premise, Franck’s
spatial theories for gender equality are based on a desire to achieve inclusiveness,
a desire to overcome opposing dualities, an innate sense of responsibility towards
the needs of others, an acknowledgement of the value of everyday life and an
expectance of subjectivity as a strategy for development.'”® Franck argues her case
by first explaining how women inherently adhere to connectedness and
inclusiveness and explains how these principles allow women to design space
based on the ethics of care and the value of everyday life. She also advocates for
subjectivity, complexity and flexibility in the making of good design as well as the

need of spatial connectedness for better social interaction.'?

According to Franck, women’s role as advocates for an ‘ethic of care’ for everyday
life was exhibited in the New American House Competition from 1984, won by Troy
West and Jacqueline Leavitt, emphasized the special needs of different kinds of
parents and children with strong consideration on community relations.’?" Similarly,
Franck continues, Eileen Gray and Lilly Reich in the first quarter of the twentieth
century, designed spaces that were especially considerate to mundane needs.'?
Specifically, the first coloured bed sheets were designed by Eileen Gray, in
acknowledgement of various non-sleep related activities that might happen in bed,
such as eating or reading.'®® Also remarkable, according to Franck, were Gray’s

ingenious designs for better storage and draws that pivot.'**

Co-housing or communal buildings were developed as a means to encourage
shared services pertaining to everyday life and to achieve spatial connectivity and,
according to Stratigakos, they represent a strong presence in gender-related social
reform.’”® As early as 1915, a building in Berlin was designed to house female

students who could not afford to commute. '?® Designed by Emilie Winkelmann, the
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Victoria Studienhaus was novel in Berlin not only in its intended use but also in the
typology it introduced. Stratigakos describes it as resembling the American style of
contemporary college campus by accommodating a wide range of functions while
incorporating an element of open landscape.'?” It accommodated a large number of
single rooms, a library, dining areas, gym, art studios and a dark room. Although it
was furnished with a wide range of modern conveniences, such as an elevator and
central heating, it was not intended to be utilized by the rich and privileged, in fact,

its clientele was intended to be the educated middle class.'®

Since that early example of communal living, co-housing complexes have increased
in number and in form. What remains constant is the principle of sharing of
everyday life and collaboration of domestic tasks that afford women greater time
flexibility in participating in the labour market. Sangregorio argues that co-habitation
should offer a sense of community, the opportunity of privacy and a living
environment based on collaboration rather than service.'” She documented the
collaborative activity of a group called BiG which consisted of ten architects,
researchers and journalists with a keen interest in environmental issues, who set
out in the 1970s to create a housing model that would be desirable for women and

based on collaborative and ecological living."*°

In discussing BiG’s priorities, Sangregorio puts forth the assumption that women are
more inclined and more interested in the idea of co-housing than men, thus they are
more inclined to want to solve problems of everyday life collaboratively.”' The three
principles on which BiG materialize their ideas of collaborative living was to provide
better living solutions offered beyond the small nuclear family, conservation of
energy through sharing of household appliances and a stronger community as a
result of active collaboration.’? Additionally, Sangregorio posits that collaborative
habitation promotes equality, since by removing housework from the picture,
traditions of inequality tend to disappear.’™ BiG’s purpose was to create living
conditions where facilities are to be shared and practical solutions would be
provided for issues of cooking and childcare based on the assumption that the small
nuclear family is not equipped in solving the practical problems of contemporary,

everyday life."
Co-housing or communal living is not a domestic model that is considered to be
gender-specific, although it appears to facilitate more women’s lifestyle and

obligations than men’s. As mentioned in the beginning of this section, Limassol
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does not have contemporary examples of co-housing design that are comparable to
the international examples discussed here. There is, however, an example in
Limassolian architecture where diversity and developing social processes instigated
new form in the first quarter of the twentieth century. At a time when Limassolian
industries were flourishing in the western side of the city, large numbers of rural
migrants arrived in Limassol from surrounding villages hoping to find work. This
prompted the mayor of Limassol, Ploutis Servas, to initiate the construction of
Limassol's first Public Housing project (Figure 1.4), comprising of seven buildings

that were to accommodate rural migrants and their families."*®

Figure 1.4 Limassol's Public Housing"

The seven, two-level buildings were made of local stone, a construction habit that
was proliferated during the Colonial period, and were the first local structures
intending to incorporate a large number of housing units. Their value in the
Limassolian socio-spatial landscape is twofold. First, Limassol’'s pioneer Public
Housing project became a symbol of solidarity and modernization, as well as a

physical reminder of architecture’s reciprocal relation to social development.'®

¥ Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
and Alexandros Papadopoulos
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Second, the architectural language employed is unique in its double rejection of
Garden City typologies that were prevalent in Limassol at the time and international
archetypes of public housing projects such as Pruitt-lgoe.”” Instead, the design

reflected a timid embrace of Modernism framed by local architectural paradigms.

Potentials for New Form: a Global Perspective

New architectural form that is responsive to women’s needs was hypothesized as
early as the late 1800s by design innovators and social critics such as Frederick
Law Olmsted Jr. and Ebenezer Howard. '™ According to Hayden, Olmsted
supported spatial democracy not as an abstract concept, but as it pertains to
specific requirements for women’s equality and assimilation of immigrants, and
furthermore, he understood the realm of public landscape as a form of ‘human
social evolution and social service programmes’."* In a speech made by Olmsted in
1870 in Boston at the American Social Science Association titled ‘Public Parks and
the Improvement of Towns’ he argued that women should seek their liberation in the
city."® He postulated that women might in fact be more ‘townward drift’ than men,
as he believed that women’s ‘tastes and dispositions’ were becoming more
influential to the ‘course of civilized process’.’*' According to Hayden, Olmsted
believed that the public nature of infrastructure and employment opportunities could
provide women with an escape from the private, patriarchal household. "2
Influenced by socialists and feminists, Olmsted discussed the possibilities of public
laundries, bakeries and kitchens and he considered suburban sprawl an appalling

urban development.'

Howard, according to Greed, was ‘one of the good guys’ when compared to other
town planners who promoted patriarchy through their strategies and design.'*
Similarly, Jarvis, Cloke and Kantor considered him a social reformer with innovative
ideas, who had been fascinated by feminist ideals and inclusive design."** Hayden
describes Howard’s ‘cooperative quadrangles’ that were proposed in 1898 to enable
women to share domestic tasks in order to facilitate their everyday life were
influenced by the ideas of American feminist Charlotte Perkins Gilman."® Inspired
partly by her ideas, Howard proposed a scheme of garden apartments arranged
around a collective kitchen, a dining room and open space.'’ Several of these
‘cooperative quadrangles’ were built between 1911 and 1930 and were geared

specifically for the single working women, the elderly and two-earner family couples.
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Although, according to Greed and Hayden, his prototypes did not become a
standard provision in the Garden Cities, Hayden supports that they were a

successful alternative to conventional housing.'®

In spite of these early initiatives, a significant gender perspective on domestic
architecture and urban design did not fully propagate. Many research studies
attribute the pervasiveness of the public and private separation of spheres and the
proliferation of the single-family house to the prevalence of patriarchy. ™
Nevertheless, for women, the body, the home and the street have been an arena of
conflict and examining them as political boundaries, i.e. bounded spaces with some
form of boundary enforcement, helps analyse the spatial dimension of what has
been described the ‘woman’s sphere’.’® If politics is a game of relationships of
power, and if women pursue their potential as agents of social and spatial change,
then new constructed form will have to emerge. To that point, Hayden argues that
the only viable solution to the working woman’s acute frustration with the physical,
social and economic restrictions imposed by current spatial conditions is the
development of a new paradigm for the home, the neighbourhood and the city.""
The following section looks at how urban form could, or has, responded to new
conditions resulting from women’s evolving role within the social structure. Exploring
these architectural artefacts enables the research fieldwork to recognize and
document relevant examples as they are manifested in the case study that can lead

to a critical perspective on the case study.

Spatial equality for women in urban environments in Limassol and abroad requires
that women and men have equal access to facilities and opportunities concerning
housing, employment, infrastructure and services, such as public transportation and
public toilets and that provision is made for other women-focussed facilities like
women’s shelters."®? Safety in public places is a key component in enabling women
to have equal experiences in the city.'®®> Some of these needs have materialized as
a consequence to women’s entry into the labour force. Hayden, Spain, and Jarvis,
Cloke and Kantor, and also Greed, posit that this particular evolution in social
process has brought on a host of new urban developments such as creation of
childcare centres, assisted living facilities, launderettes, and eateries, such as fast-
food chains.' Further to Hayden and Spain the gradual entry of women into the
workforce in the Anglo-European and American, post-industrial city led to the
transfer of traditional domestic tasks such as caring for dependants and preparation

of meals from the domestic sphere to the urban scale.” According to Hayden and
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Spain, this was a consequence of women having less time at home to cook and
also increased family budgets with two earners within the family."*® Hayden further
declares that the physical manifestation of this condition has been that buildings
with fast-food logos are now unabashedly lining the highways of most First World
and developed countries.” One of the research’s aims is to identify and evaluate
how Limassol has been impacted by women’s entry into the workforce and by
looking for clues and traces such as those discussed by Hayden and Spain as well

as other evidence that maybe specific to the case study.

According to Davis, new form resulting from women’s entry into the labour market
has emerged from the formation of gated communities which occurred as a
response to gender, racial and class prejudice and fear of crime.’®® Spain supports
Davis’ position that fear of crime is an impetus for people moving to gated
communities but is also critical of Davis’ position that a key component of carceral
cities are social housing complexes, because, according to Spain, the majority of
the population of social housing are women.'®® Spain adds that increasing crime
rates were indeed a consequence of women joining the workforce, as working
women now spend less time at home and are unable to provide a form of ‘informal
security’ in the neighbourhood."® In Limassol, the presence of gated communities is
a relatively recent occurrence and their existence is not connected to gender
relations or to women’s daytime absence from home. Gated neighbourhoods exist
in the periphery of the city and are primarily communities of residential units built for
and sold to tourists. Consequently, safety is a concern because of the seasonal

nature of their occupancy.

Women’s contribution to informal security is also explored by Jacobs, who
describes the activity of homemakers staring at the street outside their home as
keeping ‘eyes on the street.’®' Jacobs further posits that neighbourhoods that are
high-density and mixed-use are likely to be safe as the ‘eyes on the street’ act as a
self-policing mechanism that deters crime and anti-social behaviour. They are also
more likely to succeed socially and economically because of increased street
traffic. '® Social historian Agni Michaelidou’s descriptions of old Limassolian
neighbourhoods from the first quarter of the twentieth century mention the habit of
women sitting outside their front door to socialize and inadvertently offer informal
policing."® Women would occasionally sit outside and embroider or engage in other
activities that were tangential to domesticity, thus blurring conditions of privacy and

public life (Figure 1.5). This phenomenon, however, has almost extinguished in
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recent years. Contemporary women occupy their time by ways other than people-

watching and socializing happens in more formal settings.

Figure 1.5 Women sitting outside their front door and embroidering"i

The importance of mixed-use zones and neighbourhoods and the need to create
conditions of greater connectedness between different types of activities have
enabled strategies for redesigning residential units to integrate home and work."®*
Hayden proposes schemes whereby typical suburban blocks can be retrofitted and
spatially redistributed to accommodate a new model community for both men and
women, providing employment opportunities and facilities for a bi-gender work force,
eliminating class, age and race segregation and minimizing energy consumption.'®®
Taking a typical suburban block of ten to fifteen houses, her design calls for a
unification of backyards to simulate a park, with front and side yards acting as more
private gardens, and some private spaces such as porches, garages, utility rooms
or sheds that can be converted to common areas to provide facilities such as

children’s play spaces, laundries, etc.'®®

Hayden’s research and designs are inspired by similar collaborative housing
projects in Copenhagen by Otto Fick, constructed in 1903, in Sweden by Alva
Myrdal and architects Sven lvar Lind and Sven Markelius in 1944, the Steilshoop
Project in Hamburg in the 1970s and the Nina West Homes in London established
in 1972."" According to Franck, the most prominent feature of such prototypes is

the integration of housing and services as a means of bridging the public and the

¥ Source: Patroclos Stavrou, Cyprus, The Sweet Land
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private realm, as advocated by Gerda Wekele, Susan Saegert, Jacqueline Leavitt,

and others.'®®

A notable example of a town created to accommodate working women was Vanport
City in Oregon."®® According to Hayden, and also McDowel and Van Leeuwen, cited
in Jarvis, Cloke and Kantor, Vanport consisted mainly of public housing and was
hastily constructed in 1943 to accommodate around forty thousand people working
at Kaiser Shipyards.”® Since men were at war, women were effectively the sole
employees of the Shipyards. Thus, housing had to be positioned in relation to the
childcare centres and the job sites.”" In fact, the childcare centres and the job sites
had to be located in a straight line from each other, so that parents would lose as
little time as possible while dropping off and picking up their children.'? Childcare
centres were opened twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, just as the
shipyards, and were even equipped with child-sized bathtubs so that the mothers
did not need to bathe their children at home and cooked food services so that
mothers could pick up food as well as their children."”® According to Hayden, the
most important features of the childcare centres were the large windows that offered
views of the river so that children could watch the launching of the ships." As a
result, Henry J. Kaiser, owner of Kaiser Shipyards and founder of Vanport, Oregon,
made a veritable fortune largely from women’s labour power."® Van Leeuwen, cited
in Jarvis, Cloke and Kantor, reports that Vanport was destroyed by flood shortly
after World War 11.'°

Jarvis, Cloke and Kantor note that reaching spatial equality from a gender
perspective is a condition of gradual transformation that hinges on social process,
governance and legislation.”’ For instance, women’s only access to baby changing
facilities has shifted towards unisex facilities. These kinds of adjustments require
not only legislative changes but also time and money for the remodelling to be
executed.'”® Similar conditions and restrictions apply to other spatial elements that
facilitate women’s urban experience of safety and accessibility, such as adequate
lighting, fewer steps, wider doorways, etc.'”® Because of the unwieldy nature of the
built environment that requires considerable momentum to change, several
research studies explore gender equality through temporal adaptations instead of
spatial innovation. In Italy, ‘time planning’ has been instigated by pioneer women
planners whereby the opening and closing times of shops, schools, factories and

public offices accommodate women in their efforts to complete their daily errands.'®
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This rescheduling of commercial activities improves traffic congestions and

facilitates both women and men in their tasks.'®

In conclusion, women’s ability to effect spatial change is dependent on advances in
social process that are fuelled by increased opportunities for education and financial
independence. However, Weisman advocates that for change to occur, women
must be their own architect in a conscious and political way, by creating spaces that
can serve predominantly women (in particular, under-privileged women) such as
day-care centres, women’s resource centres, battered women’s shelters.'® She
described urban settlements that provide these types of spaces as ‘the new
architectural setting’ for a fairer society.'® In spite of the obvious advantages of
women asserting their rights, needs and desires in architecture, McDowell and
Sharp, cited in Jarvis, Cloke and Kantor caution that women-only spaces may do
more than empower women, but might, in fact, trap them in a ‘ghetto of special

needs’.'®

1.4 Analytical Framework of Research

Understanding the reciprocal impact between gender relations and urban
development requires observing, documenting and analysing women’s habitation
and impact in the city of Limassol. To achieve this, gender roles are examined both
as passive elements in constructed space, and as active participants in the
evolution of urban and domestic space. This chapter has explored the aspect of
gender construction as a result of spatial realities and it has investigated women’s

potential and agency in effecting spatial alternatives.

The research is framed by three aspects that have emerged from the literature.
Firstly, architecture and social process are systems in constant flux and impact
each other in dynamic and reciprocal ways. This is supported by Hayden, by Spain,
and by Miranne and Young.' Secondly, the contemporary city presents an
asymmetrical and undemocratic nature that tends to privilege men, both in the
public realm™® and in the private one.' The third aspect refers to women’s
confinement to the private realm that evolves into a physical and virtual form of
bounded space. These boundaries refer to ways in which the built environment and
social order restrict women’s urban experience of everyday life. '®® By

acknowledging the conditions of this bounded domestic space, the research
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explores opportunities through design that can enhance spatial equality from a
gender perspective. These opportunities are inspired by alternative forms of

domesticity, some of which have been explored by Hayden and Spain.'®

Through the narrative that has been set up by the review and framed by the three
aspects that have emerged from it, the exploration of the case study will aim to
explore women’s everyday experiences navigating relationships from home to work
in order to uncover boundaries and opportunities that can be inherent, constructed
or implied. The research aims to examine the city and its efficiency from a woman’s
perspective by exploring spatial and perceptual boundaries. It also examines
women’s awareness of these boundaries and their willingness to embrace socio-
spatial alternatives. After laying a theoretical foundation from the literature review,
the research proceeds with an examination of the separation of the public and

private realms of the case study, Limassol.

The research explores two levels of separation: a broad notion of separation that
considers the public and private spaces on an urban scale defined by
commercial/administrative and residential uses respectively, and a separation that
occurs at an architectural level that considers how blurred boundaries and other
thresholds evolve as a response public and private margins. While Chapter 1 has
considered global theories on the urban separation of the public and private realms,
chapter 3 argues how this separation has been enabled and intensified in Limassol.
Chapter 1 has also considered how women in Europe and America have been
attempting throughout the twentieth century to effect spatial transformations to
improve their quality of life. The research has not been able to identify Limassolian
women who have made substantive spatial contributions as a result of evolving
gender relations, hence, continuing from chapter 1, chapter 3 aims to expose

Limassolian women’s conditions of physical and historiographical marginalization.
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Chapter Two

Methods: Uncovering Boundaries and Perceptions
2.1 Introduction

In recent decades, increased momentum in gender-sensitive urban design has
been largely responsible for revealing aspects of women’s agency as patrons,
designers and activists in shaping urban form. The process of revealing these
conditions of agency regards gender as an mechanism that furthers spatial
knowledge, whose ever-evolving nature enables a deeper understanding of urban
mechanics and supports the act of designing better places. The literature review
considered women’s relation to space and to cities through two lenses. Firstly,
attention focussed on how women’s identity shaped by social constructs and
constructed form. The second lens concentrated on women’s capacity to effect
change in the city. Thus, the literature review provides a foundation for the study of
gender relations within dynamic urban space; the city of Limassol, as well as the
case study within it, are regarded as the testing ground through which theories

extracted from the review can be evaluated and appraised.

This chapter presents the research methodology developed in order to address my
research aims and examine women’s presence in Limassol’s public and private
realms. Fieldwork consisted of a two-part process: a series of semi-structured
interviews and a set of spatial investigations that included mapping informal data
and recordings. Interdisciplinary analytical methods provided spatial mappings of
qualitative data that were extracted from the interviews, and visualizations of onsite
observations. The field analysis has contributed to the overarching objective of the
research that investigates women’s everyday experience of navigating relationships
between home and work in order to elucidate spatial and perceptual boundaries that

are inherent, constructed or implied.

The research was intended to:
1. Address the research questions which, in part, arise from the literature
review, where women’s place within social processes in contemporary, post-
industrial cities largely hinges on the separation of the private and public

spheres.
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2. Construct a spatial and perceptual narrative of women’s experiences of
navigating relationships between home and work.

3. Encourage awareness of the gendered nature of urban design from the
perspective of the women participating in the fieldwork process.

4. Evaluate the willingness and possibility of women undertaking the role of

active agents in urban space.

As the research aims to identify how Limassolian women’s entry and presence in
the workforce has impacted the city and at the same time evaluate women’s
experience navigating the city, the research is framed around issues of perceptual
and spatial boundaries where spatial boundaries and domestic alternatives are
investigated as they pertain to space and time, connectivity and access, perception
and awareness. Where grounded theory analysis offered the means to tackle
volumes of text extracted from the interviews, visualizing data refers to the process
connecting participant responses particular places, routines and the like. Similarly,
mapping informal observations and spatial explorations followed a process of site
analysis and focussed on a smaller area within the city (Heroon Square).
Observations documented the physical presence of women in what has been
determined by the participants’ responses to be the centre of the city during working
hours, after-work hours, weekdays and weekends. Mappings aimed to complement
(or contradict) the participants’ responses, thus contributing to a deeper
investigation of women’s awareness of their place in societal structure and their
relation to the public and private realm. For the purposes of this study, the centre of
the city is considered to signify the city’s public domain. Although this simplified
association might carry precarious nuances, it proved necessary because
participants found it easier to understand the concept of ‘city centre’ rather than the

term ‘public realm’.

According to Strauss and Corbin, Martin and Turner, and Suddaby,1 grounded
theory methods are appropriate only when theory related to a phenomenon does
not exist. Furthermore, grounded theory is intended to be applied without any
preconceptions derived from the literature review. While shaping the framework of
the fieldwork and indeed throughout the fieldwork’s entire course, | frequently
questioned the appropriateness of the grounded theory method because of the
distinct influence of the literature review to my research design. However, according
to Charmaz, grounded theorists ‘evaluate the fit between their initial research

interests and their emerging data’.? Charmaz also discusses how her position on the
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relation of initial research interests and emerging data is by no means widely
accepted among all grounded theorists, and refers to Glaser's caution against
methods that preconceive the data and, consequently, preconceive the analysis.
The methods he lists include interview guides, samples, received codes, etc.
However Charmaz counters this position by suggesting that open-ended interviews

cannot be equalled to an imposition of received codes.?

In trying to stay in line with initial intentions, | returned to vital questions referenced
from Charmaz, such as, to what degree does data reveal what lies beneath the
surface, whether the views being collected can address multiple views of
participants’ opinions and experiences and whether comparisons can be made
between the data that would generate and inform ideas.* Thus the fieldwork was
structured to provide evidence of how women regard their place in the social
structure, whether they regard themselves and their value in society as marginal or
fundamental, how the social process of women joining men in the workforce has
matured and the active or passive role the built environment has had during the
process. The interview part of the fieldwork attempted to identify whose actions or
perspectives are responsible for constructing these conditions and how
Limassolians perceive this implied responsibility, by enabling women to address
their place within the process and by observing what they emphasize and what they

omit.

Ultimately, the interviews, mappings and spatial investigations contribute to a
qualitative understanding of gendered realities in Limassol. Grounded theory
methods used to address the research aim of elucidating patterns by making them
visible and understandable, while affording the flexibility of going back and forth
between data collection, coding and memoing while not pre-empted by an outcome.
According to Groat and Wang, a grounded method can be inductive as well as
deductive,’ thus allowing the research to uncover, discover as well as validate a
hypothesis or theoretical premise. Although Strauss posits that the grounded theory
approach enters the development of a theory without ‘commitment to specific kinds
of data, lines of research, or theoretical interests’,® the fieldwork, particularly the
structure of the interviews, is undoubtedly influenced by the findings of the literature
review. More inductive in spirit is the process involving informal observations of how
Limassolian women inhabit public space, where observations can lead to a pattern

and consequently, to a theory.
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2.2 Asking the ‘Right’ Questions: Women’s Perspective on Spatial Realities

Realms, Boundaries and Perceptions

The following subchapter concentrates on the study of physical and perceptual
boundaries and investigates relations between the two. These relationships
provided a theoretical foundation for the structure of the interviews. The fieldwork
aimed towards an understanding of boundaries, thus the purpose of the semi-
structured interviews was to evaluate degrees of awareness of boundaries within
women by uncovering social processes and conditions of spatial confinements
underpinned by roles within the family, location, or work and home and others. This
understanding of boundaries is explored in the public and private realms of
Limassol, as well as in Heroon Square. The interview process not only served as a
vehicle to acquire data for a grounded theory study, but aimed to inspire in
participants a different kind of awareness which can help stretch and break spatial
and perceptual boundaries, as they have been explored by Miranne and Young,

Sembilat cited in Andrew, and others.’

The physical and the perceptual boundaries of urban spheres are deeply
intertwined. This aspect provided the three pillars of the investigation on realms and
boundaries: time, space and social process. Although the broader concept of
boundaries should not be limited to a delineation of the public and private realms of
the city, for the purposes of this investigation, boundaries are regarded as
conditions of separation or distinction between these two urban spheres. Since
Semblat, cited in Andrew, suggests that women’s usage of space is largely
dependent on time parameters, such as managing domestic schedules as a
caretaker and keeping within work deadlines, the interviews examine boundaries

that are space-defined and time-defined as well.®

A key element of the investigation centred on how Limassolian women locate
themselves within the city’s public and the private spheres; an understanding of
these terms was explored through the work of Madanipour, who not only examines
the distinctions between public and private, but also it highlights the nuanced
distinctions between terms such as ‘space’, ‘place’, ‘sphere’ and ‘realm’. According
to Madanipour, the terms public space and public place are considered to be parts
of the physical environment pertaining to public meanings and functions, whereas

the term public sphere or realm refers to a larger range of activities, places and
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people that constitute human social life. Consequently, public space is an element
within the public sphere and the same applies for the relationship between private

space and the private sphere or realm.’

Broadly, public space can be defined as an open area provided and often managed
and controlled by the state, where access and activities are open and available to
the people and can be used or shared by all members of the community. Within this
framework, any number of differentiations and gradations may apply. For instance,
in a public area, authorities may or may not serve or represent the community,
space may be available under rules and conditions, and it may or may not be
available to users on its entirety because of functional, symbolic or other reasons.
Conversely, the private sphere is assumed to be under the control of the individual,
where he or she claims territorial ownership or exercises enough control to keep the
public out. The private status may be established through social norms or through
legislation." Madanipour suggests privacy to be a condition of ‘limited accessibility’
related to three components with overlapping values: (i) secrecy, where information
is kept from public knowledge, (ii) anonymity and (iii) solitude, which addresses

issues of physical access."

Although the notion of privacy alludes to an individual’'s control over his or her
environment because it is not subject to external influences, in the dimension of
built space, the opposite is true. The private space is in fact the space of freedom of
choice and the public space is one where scrutiny and control are being exercised
with impunity. Nevertheless the private sphere continues to be defined in spatial
dimensions and protected by physical means." Madanipour’s examination of pubilic,
private, and their physical and perceptual accessibility sets the foundations for a
universal understanding of a Western city’s breakdown into the two distinct realms,
but does not explicitly address intrinsic differences in perception and accessibility
between the two genders. Using Madanipour’s definitions as a starting point, the
research attempted to address these disparities that set the parameters for gender

relations in the city.

Gender differences within the two realms are indirectly approached by Ben and
Gaus, cited in Madanipour.™ As a way of grasping the ambiguities that characterize
the public-private distinction, they consider the degrees of public and private
conditions with space as being dependant on three dimensions of social

organization: access, agency and interest. Access is considered to be a physical
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condition or a condition of access to activities where access to resources is
important as it brings into relevance the matter of agency. Agents’ motives, whether
they are acting privately or representing sectors of the community, or even the
community at large, are elements that need to be calculated in evaluating the
agents’ presence and actions. By the same token, interest is important in the public-

private distinction because it determines the beneficiaries of a particular action.™

Andrew posits that urban boundaries (of the public and private) are regulated by the
public policy process, i.e. planning laws, and by economic forces. '® Also present,
however, are perceptual agencies such as those described by Wilson who argues
that men impose social boundaries in an effort to impose control on women who are
seen as unruly, unpredictable, immoral and sexually perverse, or as virtuous and
endangered.17 Wilson, however, purports that women, in fact, do not create or
delineate boundaries, but negotiate and navigate along their margins of social
limitations in ways that serve to connect between spheres while thriving at the
contradictions.’® Andrew believes that boundaries are ‘constructed, reconstructed
and/or transformed’ in complex ways where gender plays an important role and

women have the potential to emerge as political agencies.'®

Conversely, Madanipour’s perspective of boundaries suggests that at the core of
the relationship between the public and the private realm is not a distinction
between access, agency, interest or gender, but a relationship between the
individual and society.”® Further to Madanipour, this tension can be traced to distinct
political persuasions, such as the libertarians who argue in favour of stricter
protection of the private realm and communitarians who promote the expansion of
the public realm. Madanipour suggests examining this tension between the two
spheres while being diligently aware of the constantly readjusting relationship

between society and the individual.?'

In conclusion, an examination of terms such as ‘public’ and ‘private’ reveals many
layers of nuance, and numerous perspectives of defining them or differentiating
between them. One such perspective distinguished the differences between public
and private spaces by the varying degrees of control and regulatory conditions
imposed, while another perspective considers access, agency and interest. The
fieldwork assumes that the established conventions of public and private spheres
encountered in post-industrial cities are pertinent to the city of Limassol. In fact, the

guestionnaires do not engage in verifying the existence of the city’s public and
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private spheres, but instead focus on identifying and understanding spatial and
perceptual conditions that separate them. These conditions may be interpreted as
boundaries, thresholds or contested regions. Since urban space can be understood
physically as well as conceptually, it seems reasonable to assume that those
conditions that separate urban realms or regions of similar geographies can equally
exist in a similar duality. Thus, physical and perceptual boundaries can be
expressed by investigations in spatial, temporal and social dimensions. The
guestionnaires provided topics of discussion to the participants that sought to unveil
conditions of awareness of the city’s socio-spatial realms and their related

boundaries, and uncover experiences navigating within and between them.

Structuring the Questionnaire

While ensuring key issues were addressed, an informal, relaxed conversation style
was promoted by discretely navigating the conversation but encouraging the
participant to expand on any tangent related to her experience in the city. Through a
set of twenty-four questions, separated into two sections with three sets in each
section, the interviews aimed to establish spatial experiences and issues of identity
on how women are constrained in the dual roles of homemaker and waged worker
(appendix E). The interviews were semi-structured, combining flexibility with a
certain amount of control. The overarching target was to engage the participants
and the interviewer in an interactional space to discuss ideas and to follow-up on

additional issues that might arise.?

The interviews aimed to evaluate perceptions that suggest women are more
expected to be in residential zones and less expected to be in public or industrial
zones.?® Thus the questionnaires began with the premise, or ‘sensitizing’ concept,
that urban space is divided into public and private spheres. According to Charmaz,
sensitizing concepts are points of departure that provide initial, and perhaps
tentative ideas that may guide the questions, providing a loose framework of study,

but they themselves do not command a focussed inquiry.?*

Since the priority of the research was to evaluate how women experience the urban
space they perceive to be the city’s public realm, the first set of questions was
designed to expose time- and space-defined boundaries of public space, as

discussed by Sembilat, cited in Andrew.? This section of the questionnaire was titled
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‘Space- and time-defined boundaries of public space’ and dealt with physical and
perceptual boundaries using the public realm as a point of origin. The second
section focussed on social identity and its relation to space. Questions sought
women’s opinion and understanding of what a city centre is and why its physical
presence in any city is important. They were asked to describe where they believed
Limassol’s centre to be located and they were also asked to evaluate the centre (as
they had already defined it) for its privileges and shortcomings as well as to
evaluate whether men and women are present in equal numbers, at all times of the
day, including weekdays and weekends. While talking about the city centre, they
are also asked whether they believe women and men have equal employment
opportunities. This question was aimed at addressing the issue of social roles and
perceptions of equality in the employment market and in extension, within the

private realm.

The second set of questions from the section on space- and time-defined
boundaries addressed issues of access and connectivity and aimed to expose how
residential zones and the development of a central business district serves to
exacerbate the division of home from work, while ignoring potential connections and
interconnectedness between the two spheres.?® The third set focussed on issues of
(pedestrian) safety, first in the public realm and then in the private, thus introducing

the next two topics that deal with issues within the private realm.

The fourth set of questions concentrated on matters of identity and how they are
negotiated in the domestic sphere. The questions were based on the assumption
derived by Semblat, cited by Andrew that there was a segmentation of social
relations and division of gender roles as they are played out within the home® and
focussed on the degree of role distinctions. Division of gender roles within the home
is approached by asking questions such as who takes care of the family’s
dependents (whether children or elderly relatives) and how domestic chores are
distributed.?®

In the fourth set, participants were asked questions regarding residential design in
an attempt to evaluate and challenge perceptions of zoning within the house and
how that impacts the identity of both genders. Although the research focusses
primarily on the urban scale, some aspects of residential design were also
considered. Gender zoning within the house is largely a response to the status and

substance of the city street, which Edwards considers predominantly public.
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According to Edwards who writes about the Scottish urban perimeter block, by the
early nineteenth century the planned street had become the realm of ‘masculine
display’ of ‘middle-class men strutting in their frock coats’.? Thus women were
confined to kitchens, basements and attics that faced the rear of the housing unit.*°
Consequently, the front of the house was of a distinctly more public character,

whereas the rear of the house was more private.

Other questions in the fourth set examined issues surrounding women’s entry in the
paid workforce, which in Limassol occurred most notably in the 1970s, and relations
between home and work. Fainstein and Servon argue that women leaving the home
to enter the workforce would bring forth the decline of social capital in urban
communities because women would no longer be available to energise
neighbourhoods.®' Fainstein and Servon further propose that an increase of women
working outside the home would impact land use and as well as residential design.
They suggest that further adjustments would have to be made to provide linkages
between childcare facilities, schools, grocery stores, dry cleaners and work, and
house layouts would have to be reconfigured to accommodate room for ageing
relatives or live-in nannies. Thus, provided that Limassol's working women also
have duties and obligations in managing the home and taking care of dependents,

the questionnaire aimed to evaluate women’s access to facilities and services.

While the previous set of questions acted almost as a form of virtual mapping of
women’s experience, the next set asked women to identify urban transformations
that occurred as a result of women entering the workforce. Questions also provoked
the participant to consider whether municipal authorities take women’s needs into
consideration when designing public spaces and employs research by Greed' and
others on the significance of public toilets in cities that are gender-equal and
walkable.** In fact, Wigley-Asante, cited in Greed, suggests women’s inability to
access adequate public toilets restricts their participation in the public realm, limiting
their employment opportunities and their subsequent contribution to the economy.*®
At this point of the interview, the participant was also encouraged to respond to
theories that suggest that since women are associated with repetitive processes
such as housework, this might render them more competent in extending these
skills to the city, towards a ‘municipal housekeeping’.®* Further to this theory,

women’s propensity to carry out repetitive labour is contrasted to men’s tendency to

' Greed draws on the work of Wigley-Asante, as well as her own work in collaboration with
Bichard and Hanson.
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work towards professional and personal milestones, such as promotions, or the
purchase of land or a car. According to the literature, both these stereotypical
associations are a consequence of socially constructed identities that originate from

women’s confinement to the private sphere.

The last set of questions, entitled ‘Participatory Potential’ investigates women’s
participatory potential as active agents in urban planning and in the community. It
was added after the first few interviews took place as it became apparent that the
original sets of questions did not offer an opportunity for the participants to consider
alternatives in their lifestyle that would empower women, by allowing more free time
and by forging strong connections to the community. The questions posed to the
participants urged them to consider whether boundaries between public and private
could be configured differently. According to Fainstein and Servon, if gender
became an active agent in urban planning, ‘all individuals would be entitled to

realize their capabilities’.*®

According to Starks and Trinidad, cited in Cho and Lee, theoretical sampling
requires ‘recruiting participants with different experiences of the phenomenon so as
to explore multiple dimensions of the social process under study’.*® The participants
of the interviews were Limassolian women of all ages, but excluded women who
had never been formally employed. Participants included women who lived in and
around the (commonly accepted) city centre, i.e. the public realm, as well the
centre’s periphery, suburbs, refugee estates, and two women who live in
surrounding villages but are employed in the city. Also included was a woman who
lives in city centre but works in a surrounding village. Participants included women
who were currently and formerly employed in a broad range of professions, single
and married, with and without dependants. The participants were mostly Cypriot
nationals, with the exception of three Greek nationals and a woman who grew up in
the United States.

On average, interviews lasted between twenty and twenty-five minutes and most
were conducted over the phone. Although some researchers believe that note
taking is a more efficient way of coding because the interviewer is in better position
to eliminate clutter and reach an initial code,* for the purpose of this research, the
conversations were recorded and then transcribed. Having the interview at hand in
its entirety offered much-needed assurance that | could revisit issues and related

strings that transpired in later coding. Although there were times when | sensed
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participants felt somewhat inhibited in expressing themselves in the presence of the
tape recorder, | decided that the efficiency of recording interviews with respect to

the accuracy of information far exceeded the possible moments of awkwardness.

The questionnaire continued to evolve throughout the interview process but without
compromising its original integrity. It seems not only acceptable, but necessary
within accepted grounded theory, to be willing to alter or adapt research questions
and collection methods according to field findings in order to elaborate on
discoveries that prove to have a greater significance over others.*® Some questions
regarding relations within the home were omitted because it was observed that
women were made uncomfortable while other questions were gradually bypassed
because it appeared that they shifted the questionnaire’s balance towards a social

study, rather than a study that is concerned with the social related to the spatial.

The Patrticipants: Considerations and Challenges Relating to Local Culture

The two-part process of fieldwork yielded useful data, but it was limited in some of
the following ways. The semi-structured interviews involved participants who are
Greek speakers, although the city is inhabited by a substantial percentage of foreign
women who do not speak Greek. Although the study did include three Greek-
speaking women who are not Cypriot, there was no participant from the
approximately 20,000 women from Third World nations (mainly from the Philippines
and Southeast Asia) who work as domestic helpers, housekeepers and nannies.
While it was possible for interviews to be conducted in English, these women did
not seem willing to participate. One woman suggested that she did not see the
value of such a study. Their presence is, however, documented through the spatial
component of the fieldwork, because these women are notably present in public

spaces by their interactions on the days when they are not working.

The majority of participants were quite willing to contribute to the research and
some were keen to provide contact details of other women who would be willing to
participate. | decided, with my supervisor's permission, to avoid asking for signed
consent because | felt that it would create an atmosphere of apprehension at the
onset of the interview. My decision was reinforced by the fact that none of the
participants belonged to vulnerable groups and it was not anticipated that the

qguestions asked would lead to socially or psychologically sensitive issues.
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The use of the Cypriot dialect added to moments of self-consciousness observed in
some of the participants who were keenly aware of the recorder. Culturally, Cypriots
have struggled with the pervasiveness of the Cypriot dialect and its relation to the
Greek language. Greek serves as the formal, printed language, in literature, news
broadcasts and official encounters. However, everyday life and relationships are
expressed in the Cypriot dialect, which has no official script and on the rare
occasions when it is written, it is done so phonetically and with no spelling or
grammar rules. Cypriots have the ability to switch between the dialect and the
standard Greek language almost effortlessly, depending on their level of education.
One or two participants asked whether they should respond in Cypriot or in Greek
and it was suggested they respond in whatever language they were most

comfortable in. They chose to respond in Cypriot.

The agency that transcribed the interviews also enquired as to whether they should
transcribe the text phonetically in Cypriot or whether they should convert the
recordings in Cypriot to standard Greek. Interview texts were typed up in Greek for
two reasons: firstly, since texts written in Cypriot are so infrequent, reading and
processing them would add an unnecessary level of difficulty, and secondly,
interview texts written in standard Greek would be easier to compare to planning

documents and other official texts studied in the scope of the research.

The first ten interviews were conducted with women | know either socially or
professionally. Subsequently, these women contacted other women from their
social circles who they thought would be interested in participating in the research
and provide me with their phone numbers. Although this method of locating
participants does not ensure that participants represent all social and income
classes, | believe a good range was achieved. Most women are or have been mid-
level employees in the tertiary sector,” e.g. education (secondary and tertiary),
finance, legal services, etc. Participants included lawyers, bank employees, civil
servants, shop-keepers, office clerks and an artist. From the 32 participants, six are
trained as architects, although only three work in architectural offices, and one

woman is employed as a draftsperson.

i According to the World Bank, Cyprus’ economy is predominantly built on the tertiary sector,
which accounts for 75% of employment. (http://www.cyprusprofile.com/en/economy,
accessed March 2018)
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Ages ranged from 23 to 69 and most women’s age ranged from 30 to 45. Four
women are in their twenties, and four women are in their sixties. Out of the latter
four, three are retired. All participants completed secondary school and
approximately half have had some post-secondary education. Three women have
doctoral degrees and are employed at the Technical University. Most participants
work in the city’s commercial and administrative centre, i.e. historic core. Four
participants live in the city’s center and the remaining 28 live in suburban residential
areas and in some areas of mixed use. At the time of the interview, 17 women were
married, 15 of them have children and four have elderly dependents. One

participant is a widow and two are single mothers.

I- ; 1/ High-income area
=~ Middle-income area

| Low-income area

Figure 2.1 Overview of participants’ location of home and work (black squares signify the

location of the participants’ home and the red dots signify place of work)

Analyzing the Responses Drawing on Grounded Theory Methods

The data analysis process applied was one that combined the principle guidelines
derived from Strauss and Corbin’s method of open coding, axial coding and
selective coding and Charmaz’ three stages of initial, focussed and theoretical
coding. Initial codes were conducted, then a form of axial coding took place where
categories with other subcategories were created, while testing data and theories
against each other in order to produce a coding paradigm. The third stage was to
select the most appropriate coding and employ it in formulating theory. Regarding

the processes of Strauss, Corbin and Charmaz as interrelated has proved helpful as

Source: Elli Papalouca sketch by Anna Papadopoulou, mao by Georgia Theokli
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each of the stages of the process assumed a less rigid yet transformative role in
exploring the process and in deriving theory. Thus the prescription of each stage

was more a way of framing the process, rather than a solid element.

After all interviews were transcribed in Greek and filed as separate electronic
documents, a rigorous process of coding began. Each interview was examined
individually and each response received a corresponding number. All subsequent
processing of data was done in English. Early data analysis led to a series of initial
codes that served as a condensed version of points that were considered important
either because they provided a socio-spatial insight into the participant’s experience
or because they exhibited a unique point of interest. Initial codes appeared on the
right margin of each transcribed page and were expressed in an active sentence by
use of verbs. All responses were numbered in ascending numerical order and each
participant’'s name was replaced by an alphabetical letter whose ascending order
corresponded to the order with which the interviews took place. For example, the

participant of the first interview was labelled participant A, the second B, etc.

Two examples of initial codes:
Feels unsafe in Anexartisias Avenue, at all hours of the day (D.18, D.20).
And
Participant supports that urban problems are rooted in lack of interest on
behalf of the municipality (D.22).

In the examples above, the letter D in brackets denotes the alphabetic code used to
replace the participant’'s name, and the numbers 18, 29 and 22 signify the number
of the response from which the code is extracted. In chapters 5 and 6 which
examine the findings as they relate to the public and private realm respectively, the
participants’ annotated letters were replaced by fictional (Greek) names that start

with the particular letter. For instance, participant D was (re)named Dafni.

Responses that did not provide significant material with respect to the research’s
aim did not receive an initial code. Initial codes also included the number of the
response associated with them, in case it was needed to refer to the source of the
original code while examining initial codes taken from all interviews, after they were

separated from the interview texts.
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Initial coding was done on a paragraph-to-paragraph basis, instead of a more
intensive line-to-line one. While, according to Urquhart the degree of detailed coding
is key in determining whether the coding practices applied can be regarded as
grounded theory instead of another method of data analysis,*® Charmaz regards
paragraph to paragraph initial coding as an efficient and legitimate method of initial
data analysis.*’ In a sense, the initial coding applied in the data analysis can be
described as thematic*' because emphasis was given to responses that pertain to
spatial relationships and issues of gender. | believe this position is justified because,

ultimately, this is primarily an architectural dissertation.

The next phase of the analysis involved collecting all initial codes extracted per
interview and placing them in a separate document. Then the essence of the initial
code was further refined. For instance the focussed codes of the above initial codes
are expressed respectively: ‘Anexartisias Avenue unsafe’, and ‘lack of faith in
governance’. Focussed codes served as the threshold towards the development of
themes, i.e. topics that are important to the interviewers vis-a-vis the research. The
format of the focussed code was also helpful in the process of mapping participant

responses that followed grounded theory analysis.

Focussed codes were grouped and categorized as themes, which then provided the
basis for memoing. Memos were short texts that were written based on the data
analysis and later synthesized into chapters 4 and 5. As memos led to an
understanding of conditions of the reciprocal relationship of women’s constructed
identities and the built environment, initial codes were constantly being referenced
in order to provide relevant context. In the process of synthesizing conclusions,
understanding causalities and attempting to theorize on the origins of conditions,
raw data was frequently referred to. The grounded theory process that has been
adapted to the particular requirements of the research is summarised in Figure 2.2

below.

Choosing to invent a coding process inspired by a cross-pollination between various
theorists on grounded theory methods instead of following, for instance, the
methods of Barney Glaser from the late 1960s, can be justified by an acceptance
that qualitative methods should be allowed to mature and evolve over time. In much
the same way as quantitative processes continue to develop in order to keep up

with technological advances, qualitative methods should become increasingly
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nuanced in order to express an ever-expanded understanding of the relations of

architecture and social processes.

causality 1

&om

% OO /7% memomg ,W‘
- CES%) ' O \><2§> memoing_ [ conditions |

|n|t|al codes focussed codes OO _memoing
_—

themes | ‘

causality

Figure 2.2 Visualizing the process of grounded theory analysis applied for this fieldwork"

Cho and Lee cite Priest, Roberts and Woods, Nusbaum and Chenitz, and Starks
and Trinidad* to thread together a narrative to relate grounded theory to a valid
outcome. They do so by describing the conceptual orientation of the method as
‘symbolic interactionism’ where people are believed to act in a purposed manner,
rather than respond, and that their actions are based on each individual’s meanings.
According to Starks and Trinidad, cited in Cho and Lee, meaning is a condition
‘negotiated and understood through interactions with others in social processes’.*?
The purpose of the coding process was to investigate social process as it functions
in urban space in order to uncover contested territories, and to identify catalysts or
deterrents to gender relations as these are perceived by the women participating in
the fieldwork.

Coding revealed nineteen themes that covered a range of issues including both
spatial and socio-spatial qualities, i.e. qualities that relate social process and gender

identity to the built environment. Although grouping themes in two broad categories

" Drawn by Anna Papadopoulou
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was originally considered — those relating to spatial qualities and those relating to
conditions of social identity — it became gradually clear through the process of data
analysis that themes could not be cleanly split into two separate categories because
the spheres of social and spatial investigation are so tightly interwoven. Thus an
alternative framework of study had to be developed, where spatial and social
characteristics can be expressed as complementary components of each other.
Consequently, data was separated and evaluated in two subcategories: the

category of the public and of the private realm.

2.3 Spatial Explorations: Observations and Mappings

The second part of the fieldwork focussed on visual recording and urban
explorations that function not only as a supplement to the interviews but offer the
means to study how women inhabit Limassol's public realm. Two kinds of visual
studies were carried out:

- Spatializing interviews, where a series of mappings were based on some of
the responses women provided during the interviews and the aim of the
mappings was to develop an understanding of space, distance and context.

- Visualising observations, where informal investigations and observations of
women’s activities in urban space were carried out in a smaller area within
the city, Heroon Square, aiming to explore how women utilize and occupy

public space by documenting how and when they move through it.

Spatializing Interviews

This part of the fieldwork aimed to map participants’ responses in urban dimensions
and uncover relations to perceptions, connectivity and time- and space-boundaries.
Participants’ locations of work and area of residence were mapped, as well as their
perception of where the city’s public domain is. These mappings not only provided
an opportunity to develop an understanding of relative distances but they also
enabled a reading of the city’s private and public realms in relation to the perceived
centre. This was achieved by exposing areas of concentrated places of employment

and (dispersed) areas of habitation.
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Some of the mappings took on a more interpretive character, as it was attempted to
make comparisons between the physical distance of home and work for participants
and their daily commuting time, which is usually impacted by daily domestic tasks.
The aim of this mapping exercise was to explore how women’s domestic obligations
affect their spatial experience of the city. Other mappings experimented with
locating areas that women regard as potentially dangerous and areas where women
are most likely to do their daily shopping. These types of mappings did not prove to
be conclusive because information provided by the participants was too vague or
too broad. For instance, one participant suggested that she felt unsafe is some
streets around Saripolou Square but was not able to provide information on
particular streets or a radius around the area. Other participants commented on
poorly lit streets where they had felt unsafe in the past, but they were not able to

provide street names or relevant landmarks.

Visualizing the Experience of Boundaries

Since the process of uncovering women’s physical occupancy of urban space is
comprised of observations, data collection and synthesizing findings, mapping
become an important tool in providing spatial dimensions to temporal presence and
mobility. The aim of this recording and mapping process was to uncover possible
conditions where women did not inhabit space in the same way as men, for
instance, places women avoided or areas where they congregated. Having already
chosen Heroon Square as the ‘case study within the case study’ based on how a
number of participants perceive the Square’s centrality, a schedule of observations
was set. Also based on the participants’ responses, the physical proximity of the
Square to Anexartisias Avenue was deemed important and pertinent to women’s

perception of Limassol’s public realm.

Recordings where made based on observations taken from four different locations
at the Square, the two streets that connect the Square to Anexartsias Avenue and a
segment of Anexartisias Avenue (Figure 2.3). Recordings at the four locations were
made at three intervals during the day: from 12 pm to 1:20 pm, from 4 pm to 5:20
pm and from 8 pm to 9:20 pm. During each interval, the number of men and women
passing through was recorded, as well as their relative speeds. Recordings were
made on two weekdays, a Saturday and a Sunday; also noted was the number of

people using the public toilets in the area.
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These investigations aim to uncover the duality of how the city accommodates
women and how women themselves occupy the city. Thus, in addition to
documenting their presence in open spaces, the number of women employed in the
establishments surrounding the case study area and the approximate times they
attended work was also documented. This provided some context into women’s
access to positions of employment. However, it was not possible to interview the

women who worked around Heroon Square.

The spatial analysis was also limited by the fact that observation was a large
component of its execution. Although observations took place three times a day for
several days, there are inherent gaps in these schedules that are further amplified
by the subjective process of documenting the results. In fact, subjectivity in
interpreting visual data has been a constant parameter that is dependent not only
on the object or the condition that is observed and documented, but was also reliant

on the social constructs and predisposition of the observer.**
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2.4 Conclusion: An ‘Approach in the Logic of Discovery’

This chapter has provided an account of the methods applied in exploring women’s
socio-spatial experience in Limassol. Although both the literature review and the
exploration of Limassol’'s urban growth and the development of gender relations
therein, shaped certain preconceptions on women’s urban experiences, the course

of the fieldwork was nevertheless a process of discovery.

Grounded theory, in spite of criticism that has arisen for its lack of epistemic
potential, i.e. scientific derivation, remains not only popular among social scientists,
but is considered perhaps the quintessential qualitative research method. *°
Furthermore, grounded theory methods, according to Thomas and James, are
bound to remain relevant, because they meet a need.* In the case of this research,
a method of analysis was required by which to develop a narrative that will lead to a
theory, which would locate present-day women living and working in Limassol and
identify their role in the city’s urban development. While employing more strongly
guantitative methods might locate women in stricter spatial terms and would define
physical opportunities and boundaries, it would not offer insight into social
processes, social conditioning and their consequent relation to architecture and

urbanism.

One of the strongest criticisms on the validity and applicability of grounded theory is
how its acknowledgment as a set of procedures can become a means of generating
a theory.*” Thomas and James posit that the wide range of meanings to the word
theory should caution researchers in how the term is used and argue that grounded
theorists should perhaps refrain from referring to their discoveries as theories.*®
However, this research does not necessarily seek to provide what Thomas and
James refer to as ‘epistemological presupposition’ or an ‘orienting principle’. A less
normative meaning of the term theory seems more akin to the research’s original
intentions, where the inducted theory can be considered as an ‘approach in the
logic of discovery’.*® Logic here implies that the evidence extracted is interpreted by
the researcher’s own understanding of the world and the use of the term ‘approach’
allows for alternative discoveries. Thomas and James also challenge the meaning
of the word discovery, as they posit that grounded theory is less about discovery
and more about invention.>® However, in the case of Limassol and the impact of the
female gender on the city’s urban development, since there is virtually no literature

of previous research to serve as an underpinning or existing knowledge to which a
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contribution could be made, how can any outcome be considered anything less than

a discovery?

The scope of the research was based on the assumption that women’s role in the
social structure impacts urban form and, reciprocally, urban form influences social
process. At the onset of the research, the applicability to Limassol or the ability to
understand the city’s urban process through this particular framework is at the very
least arbitrary. Thus a systematic approach based on grounded theory methods
lends itself as a means of avoiding cognitive leaps and conjuncture, and allows an
attempt to ascertain a deep understanding of human experience in the city, using

gender as a filter and a measure.
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Chapter Three

Limassol: A Survey of Urban Growth and Women'’s Place

3.1 Introduction

Chapter 1 explored global perspectives of women and their challenges within urban
and architectural processes, while grounding the review of the literature by
interpreting these universal theories through local phenomena. Picking up from
chapter 1, chapter 3 examines the spatial organization of Limassol which is
discussed in terms of the analysis of the relationship between the public and the
private realm and its transformation through time.' Chapter 3 argues that the
separation of the public and the private arenas of Limassol occurred as a result of
four, interrelated conditions: a widening social gap between urban classes, urban
and infrastructural development because of commercial growth and financial
prosperity, the emergence of incompatible land uses, and increasing numbers of
internal migration and immigration. Although the chronological sequence of these
four conditions is not strictly linear, these conditions evolved approximately in the

order listed above.

Chapter 3 then argues that from the time of Limassol’s notable urbanization, i.e. the
beginning of the twentieth century, Limassolian women have suffered a dual
exclusion: an absence from a historiographical perspective and an absence from
public life and the public arena. This absence is enabled by patriarchal traditions
and by the public/private separation. Lastly, the chapter zooms in modern-day
Heroon Square, an area of predominantly commercial and administrative activities,
to examine how conditions of public and the private play out on an architectural
scale by examining how contemporary Limassolian women inhabit public spaces on

a daily basis.

In addition to the four conditions listed above for Limassol’s spatial distribution,
another reason, that is specific to Cyprus, should also be considered. During the
Ottoman rule of 1571 to 1748, Cypriot cities existed under a profoundly restrictive
regime. This is evidenced by an assortment of narratives from various sources
describing how city dwellers who were Christian had to endure constant threats to
their civil liberties, their private property and, on occasion, to their lives.? These

conditions were in direct contrast to the industrial and post-industrial European and
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North American urban typology of that time, which was derived from liberal
ideologies that were based on the principles of freedom where some social control
was imperative, but not direct and overbearing.® Oppositely, Turkish ruling forces
operated on a contrary ideology than that of the West, basing their military
administration on terror and violence.* As Cyprus was taken over by the British in
1878, various reforms were introduced that quickly began to impact economic,
political and social conditions. Perhaps one of the most important reforms
introduced by the British was the passing of legislation allowing administrative
autonomy to municipalities, contributing greatly to the development of urban

centres.’

To date, there has been no comprehensive study of the process of physical
organization and design of contemporary cities in Cyprus, although archaeological
research on ancient Cypriot settlements has been extensive. The subject of Cyprus’
urbanism appears usually as a side issue in various studies relating to economics
and social sciences. Spatial investigations in architecture and geography on Cyprus
cities have been heavily focussed on Nicosia because of its unique status as a
historic city divided into two parts, one under the jurisdiction of the Republic of
Cyprus, and the other under the ambiguous jurisdiction of a non-nation, formed as a
result of a foreign military incursion in 1974. Considerably fewer studies have dealt

with the urban development of Limassol and other major cities on the island.

3.2 Widening the Public and Private Divide

This section explores the growth for Limassol into spheres that separate public and
private land uses of the city. Knowledge has been drawn by examining and
contrasting available texts by scholars on the topic of Cypriot cities and Limassol in
particular. Attention focussed not only on socio-economic and historic conditions
that enabled urban and community growth, but also on the notion of marginalization
and discrimination as observed or omitted by scholarship. Attitudes towards
marginalization offer an in-depth understanding of Limassolian women’s place in the
social structure. The section also examines attitudes on public space and its relation
to the evolution of social identity through architectural expression. By outlining
relationships between economic models, public space and social process, the aim
of this section is to introduce the city of Limassol as a case study that relates to the

international literature explored in chapter 1, where it is posited that the separation

85



of the public and private realms impacted gender relations and disadvantaged
women. As social structures are deeply intertwined with economic activity, this part
of the chapter investigates Limassol's development through the aforementioned
axes and, where possible, inserts women’s presence in the city’s public, cultural and

private realm.

Although there has been no consensus among Cypriot scholars regarding the
extend of the phenomenon of a widening social gap and social marginalization,
scholars do concur that there was a rise of the middle class in Limassol in the first
quarter of the twentieth century, and that it was characterized by a desire to acquire
respect and recognition by both the upper class and the lower class.® It can be
assumed that the lower social classes consisted of lower-earning migrants from
rural areas who moved to the city to find work. It is less clear who the Limassolian
upper class was, since some research suggests that historically there has never
been an aristocratic class within the Cypriot strata.” It is therefore assumed that the
upper class represents sporadic families who acquired wealth early on in the
economic development of Cyprus through trade or who were appointed to high-level

positions in the Ottoman rule.

In an attempt to ensure a physical separation between the middle and upper class
and the lower class, these new houses began being built far from commercial areas.
Thus began the outward expansion of Limassol’s residential areas which became
the impetus for the separation of the city’s residential areas from the commercial
and administrative centre of the city (Figure 3.1). This desire for recognition by the
middle class was manifested in several ways, such as the choice of location of
where their house would be built and the size and appearance of the house itself.
Also important for the individuals were hair styles, the dress codes (Figure 3.2), the
schools children attended, the way in which social gatherings were organized, etc.®
This type of lifestyle became the impetus for accumulation of material wealth and
strong consumerist tendencies which was maintained throughout the twentieth
century and inevitably contributed to the rise of the typology of the two-earner family

house that became common in the last quarter of the century.
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Although Limassol was not involved in any military activities, the start of the First
World War signified a new period of development of the city marked by significant
socio-political changes. Imports and exports decreased considerably,” making it
exceedingly difficult for the lower class to afford everyday goods. These conditions
however, did not seem to affect the good standing of the merchants of the middle
classes and the upper classes.? During the First World War and the period between
the two wars, the gap between social classes widened. The lower-income class was
finding it exceedingly difficult to keep up with the rising prices of goods, which was a
direct consequence of the decrease in imports and exports.’® At the same time, the
middle and upper class, mainly comprised of wealthy merchants, were benefitting
greatly from the high prices at which Cyprus products such as carobs, wine, raisins
and almonds were being sold abroad. This widening of the gap between the social
classes saw the founding of the first left, Labour party in 1920, which by the end of
the Second World War developed into a Communist party.'’ Limassol continued to
grow and by 1921, the population count reached 13,302."? The population increase
was marked by the erection of new churches (Figure 3.3), which separated the city
into several constituencies, e.g. the constituency of Agia Napa, Agia Triada, Agia
Zone and Agios Nikolaos. Each constituency became identified by its local church,
creating a precedent of carried legal and social significance that is still valid in

Cypriot cities to this day.

By the turn of the century, Limassol began to form as an urban settlement that grew
along the axis provided by the coast, stretching at a length of approximately two
kilometres, spreading mostly to the east (Figure 3.4 and 3.5)." The commercial
area developed around the Municipal Market and activities focussed greatly on
grape products such as wine, vinegar, raisins, etc. During the Middle Ages, the
commercial wine industry of Cyprus was considered the most important in the
Middle East.™ In fact, according to Serghides, a true socio-economic understanding
of the urban development of Limassol must consider the strong influences of the
grape industry of the regions north of Limassol at the foothills of the Troodos

mountain range.

"1t seems the wine industry suffered the least during the wartime, since it was consumed in
great quantities by the Allied Forces whenever they embarked in Limassol or in nearby

areas.
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Figure 3.3 Agia Napa Church"

Figure 3.4 Coastal development during the second half of the twentieth century”

" Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
vSource: Christakis Sergides, Agpeadg, OvotréAews MéoTtwpa [Limassol, Maturing a Wine-

city]
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Figure 3.5 Limassol growth from 1927 to 1957"

An increase in Limassol’s population in the second quarter of the twentieth century
was the result of social shifts that can also be traced to broader developments
occurring concurrently in Europe and the Soviet Union.' Specifically, Cyprus
participated in the Second World War as part of the British Army with a regiment of
approximately 10,000 Greek-Cypriot and Turkish-Cypriot men. Upon the return of
the troops in 1946, the population count in Limassol reached 22,800. This led to a
significant increase in urban unemployment and an additional burden on social
welfare. The population of Limassol was further impacted by the continued decline
in agriculture, which led large numbers of farmers to leave their villages and move
to the city."® With the increase in trading activity, trading professions became more

common, thus contributing to the development of Limassol as well as the other

¥ Drawn by Anna Papadopoulou from data in Christakis Sergides, Agueadg, OivomméAewg
MéoTtwpa [Limassol, Maturing a Wine-city]
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Cypriot cities. Trading led to the creation of retail shops, banks, hostels and hotels,
which in turn brought forth a surge of construction activity and with it, an influx of
migrant workers who were employed as builders, carpenters, ironmongers and
plumbers. This growth was followed by the founding of schools and further

development of communications and transport (Figure 3.6)."

Figure 3.6 Produce arriving in the city from rural areas”

As economic activities increased, it gave rise to architecture that reflected the city’s
newfound wealth that originated mainly from trade. Limassol’'s growth and gradual
definition of the public sphere impacted women’s role within the social structure in
positive ways as well as ways whose benefit is ambiguous. Women’s timid entry
into the workforce and their ability to produce an income improved their social status,
a condition that was reinforced by women’s increased active role in education as
teachers. Statistically women in Cyprus at the turn of the twentieth century were
working mostly as teachers (seventy-six women), innkeepers (nine women) and
actors and musicians (fifteen), and coffee ladies (six)." The remaining ten
documented working women in 1901 were employed in trading, the civil service and

the police force'® where they were presumably occupied with desk duties.

The development of the city was marked by the erection of new public buildings that

reinforced the public character of Limassol’'s administrative centre. Such buildings

vii

" Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
""" A coffee lady worked at a local coffee shop, making and serving coffee to male patrons.
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include the hospital on Anexartisias Street (Figure 3.7), erected in 1923, currently
used as the offices of District Administration. Figure 3.7 shows the building’s
inaugural ceremony, where the women attending stood separated from the men on
the far left. Other signs of growth are evidenced in the erection of the new, larger

municipal market that rendered the two older, smaller ones obsolete.™

Figure 3.7 Inauguration of Limassol’s hospital showing segregation of women™

Important for trade were projects dealing with road construction and restoration, in
particular the upgrading of Eleftherias Street, which became the main entry axis of
the farmers into the city.”° The street was vibrant with commercial activity that
catered mainly to the farmers entering the city with their produce and included uses
such as coffee shops, kitchens that provided homemade food to passers-by, sties,
stables and other facilities for overnight stays of farmers and their animals. At the
point where Eleftherias Street merged with Irinis Street, commercial activity became
more focussed on retail. At the same time, the city continued to grow eastwards
towards the Municipal Garden and northwards towards Gladstonos Street.?’
Subsequently, Irinis Street became an upscale residential street with large,
luxurious houses where the rising middle class grape merchants would exhibit their
wealth (Figure 3.8).%? This marked the beginning of the separation of commercial

activities with residential spaces. Previously, buildings with a retail shop on the

X Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
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ground floor and residential areas on the floors above was quite common in the

centre of Limassol.

Figure 3.8 Irinis Street®

As the city continued to grow outwards in the first quarter of the twentieth century,
the commercial and administrative centre that was peppered with houses and
apartments became established as the city’s core. The dwellings found in this area
reflected different architectural styles and social classes. Amidst Limassol’'s historic
centre that was gradually being established as the commercial and administrative
hub of the city, two housing typologies were most commonly encountered. In
Limassol, the houses of the middle and upper classes such as the ones shown in
Figure 3.8 closely resembled European neoclassical urban palazzos, whereas

courtyard houses were inhabited mostly by people of lower income (Figure 3.9).

In order to facilitate urban growth, infrastructural projects had to be completed. The
first asphalted roads were introduced in the 1920s on a trial basis, coinciding with
the entry of the first automobiles.?® Also notable was the new overhead railroad, 25
kilometres long, that was completed in 1924 along an eastern road artery that led to
the port to facilitate the transport of asbestos from the Amiantos quarry in the

mountain region, north of the city (figure 3.10).>* The completion of the overhead

* Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
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railroad boosted Limassolian exports to such an extent that Limassol became the

most important commercial port in Cyprus.?

Figure 3.9 Recently restored courtyard house”

Xii

Figure 3.10 Overhear railroad

X' Photo by Anna Papadopoulou
! Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
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This accelerated period of industrial growth during the first decades of the twentieth
century was occurring at the same time as the depopulation of the rural areas,
which was a result of periods of inconsistent income and usury. The city’'s
infrastructure (including education, health and sport facilities, social welfare and
recreation) grew to accommodate the population increase. Such projects included
the construction of a sports arena, the opening of several new hotels and the
founding of new banking institutions. Also important was the addition of nine new

schools, including three all-girl schools.?

The urban landscape continued to develop in lieu of commercial activity, as stone-
built warehouses and storage facilities continued to be built at various locations in
the city, but mainly along the coastline, near the port and the Customs House.
These stone warehouses were to become one of the most characteristic elements
of Limassol’s urban form which from architects’ and historians’ perspective, serve as
the contemporary city’s historic landmarks.?” The industrial sector of the city began
to develop along the coastal front, on the western side of the port and in some
cases quite near the commercial centre of the city. Notable factories included a
soap manufacturing industry, a clay ceramic factory, a foundry (the first in the
country), a coloured printing press and a carob processing factory. During the
industrial growth spurt of the 1930s, several distilleries and winemaking factories
were also introduced into the area, marking the transition from small-scale
winemaking to larger scale, industrialized processes.? Several of the wine and spirit
industries that were located in that area still exist to this day, inducing a sense of

historicity to the region (Figure 3.11).

During the war and shortly after, infrastructural improvements continued and were
geared towards upgrading the quay, improving the water and electricity supply,
sewage systems, creating new public parks and upgrading public squares such as
Heroon Square, the research’s mapping ground. Ploutis Servas’ tenure as mayor
from 1943 until 1949 was instrumental in materializing the aforementioned
development projects and special attention was placed on accommodating the
increasing number of automobiles.?® Indeed, the research’s fieldwork uncovers and
discusses in later chapters the significant role cars played in following decades in
enabling and solidifying Limassol’s ever-growing expansion and in the formation of
the suburb north of the A1 motorway. In addition to a variety of public welfare

projects instigated during Servas’ tenure, including a Home for the poor and a
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medical clinic for the prevention of aphrodisiac diseases, one of his most important
contributions on the social front was the erection of housing for workers in
Limassol’s first Public Housing project dedicated to the lowest-income segments of

the population (see chapter 1).%°

Figure 3.11 Warehouses marking Limassol’s urban IandscapeXiii
Limassol continued to grow in an erratic fashion, although no consensus could be
achieved on how to ameliorate the situation. In an urban study by town planner Sir
Patrick Abercrombie released in 1947, it was predicted that Limassol was likely to
expand beyond the Makarios Avenue bypass and it was suggested that this
expansion would take place as a conglomeration of several small neighbourhoods,
each of which would include its own community centre. He also proposed that these
neighbourhoods should be separated by green belts. Abercrombie also promoted
urban densification and prompted authorities to determine which will be the main
commercial city centre which should remain car-free.®! Indeed, as predicted, the city
continued to grow northwards, over the Makarios Avenue bypass and eastwards,
and eventually north of the A1. Abercrombie’s predictions were correct and
Limassol's disconnected suburban neighbourhoods developed approximately as he
described (Figure 3.12). Although some densification began to occur in the public
sphere in and around the city’s historic core, his recommendation regarding

greenbelts, however, was never implemented.

Xiii

Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol

96



Irinis Street

Eleftherias
Street

Anexartisias Street

1465 A1 Motorway

Makarios Avenue

Agiou Andreou Street

Figure 3.12 Limassol’'s growth from 1957 to 1981
Ideas of zoning and separation of uses had been considered as early as the second
quarter of the twentieth century, when Limassol's unruly growth was continuing to
expand. In the 1930s political scientist George Frangoudes submitted a
memorandum to the Municipal Authorities suggesting improvements in the urban
planning of Limassol, which at the time focussed more on the beatification of public
spaces reinforcing the European image of the city, instead of dealing with issues of
impulsive growth and affordable housing. His suggestions included the broadening

of existing streets, the construction of public toilets and showers, and the necessity

xiv Drawn by Anna Papadopoulou from data in Christakis Sergides, Agueodg, OIvotTOAEwg

MéoTtwpa [Limassol, Maturing a Wine-city])
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for public squares and green spaces. He also suggested that convenience stores be
located in every neighbourhood.* Frangoudes’ suggestions, as well as those by
Abercrombie, showcase concerns for disorganized urban growth and both posited
solutions that either implicitly or explicitly solidified the image of the city centre as an
administrative and commercial area, while passively accepting suburban expansion

as an unavoidable fact.

This surge of new construction led to combative conditions between the public and
the private areas of the city; negative repercussions could not be avoided.* Such
repercussions included the decline of some areas, particularly where industrial
areas were located adjacent to residential neighbourhoods. Zones ones of traffic
congestion also occurred in belts that connected various areas of commercial
activity to the port. Also common was the phenomenon of unemployment and
loitering. ** These conditions resulted in further distancing of residential areas from

declining parts of the city.

As the city continued to grow by the middle of the century, Makarios Avenue which
was once considered a city bypass became a strong competitor to the city centre in
terms of commercial activity and entertainment. The city continued to grow
northwards and particularly along radial axes that led to the centre. At the same
time various villages such as Agia Fyla and Zakaki are being incorporated in
Limassol’s municipal boundaries.*® By 1970 the population of Limassol reached
approximately 72,000 people.*® As a result of growing pressures for a more rational
system of town planning, the first Town Planning and Land Use Law was drafted,
only to be implemented several years later. The law supplied a draft plan for the
Regional Planning of Limassol which served as a base for further amendments.*

As expected, separation of land uses was a key principle.

As build-up and expansion continued in the third quarter of the century,
manufacturing and other industries were in constant spatial competition with
residential areas. Some zoning regulation was in place which protected certain
residential areas from industrial activity. Under the same regulations, mixed
industrial uses on the western edge were officially established. Additionally, a belt
was designated along the eastern costal front for retail, commercial and
entertainment activities (see Figure 3.13). Nevertheless, all these conditions did not
compensate for the severe lack of proper planning.*® Zoning and planning did,

however, ensure some degree of preservation for historic buildings that were being
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engulfed by new commercial and administrative development in and around the city

centre.

villages incorporated by the 1970s

A1 Motorway

g _ Limassol
% RerAlL | By TeRTA LM MenT
Mixep [Ny Al Wis

Figure 3.13 Regional sketch showing Limassol's expansion

The years following Cyprus’ independence in 1960 marked a proportionally greater
increase in population than was seen in previous periods. During this time, the
middle classes in Limassol showed a preference to live in single-family homes
instead of apartment buildings, in contrast to the habit in other European cities.*
Additionally, the appearance of concrete buildings of six and seven floors north of
the city centre was becoming more and more frequent. Although the housing
typologies of the city’s centre, remained relatively faithful to early twentieth century
prototypes, new houses in the suburbs north of the A1 adopted a loose

interpretation of the International Style.

During the 1970s, in an attempt to decongest the commercial centre, a wholesale
market was located near the industrial area in the western region of the city. Also
important at this time was the implementation of a planning proposal from the 1950s
whereby the government was to acquire via eminent domain private property
adjacent to the seafront. This coastal zone of built space was to be gradually
demolished in a democratic attempt to expose the coastline and make it accessible
to the broader public. This coastal belt has since been converted to a public beach

that became known as Akti Olympion.
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Figure 3.14 New suburban neighborhoods, north of Motorway A1

The end of the 1980s saw the completion of a major infrastructural development
which defined and enabled the growth of suburban residential territories north of the
city centre. Five major roundabouts were constructed along the A1 Motorway, which
is the island’s first motorway of European standards, and connects Nicosia to the
Pafos region, via Limassol. Once the motorway reaches the greater Limassol region,
it runs parallel to the coastline, at approximately three to three and a half kilometres
north. The five roundabout system directs traffic either southwards towards the
seafront, or northwards where new suburban regions began to develop. In spite of
efforts to densify the city and to promote the development of the city’s form along
avenues, such Agias Fylaxeos Avenue and Nikou Pattichi Avenue, that connect the
radial roads linking the outer edges to the historic centre, growth still concentrates
northwards and along the radial axes (Figure 3.15).*’ This growth pattern has led to

a pronounced increase in sprawl.
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Figure 3.15 Limassol's contemporary road network™

As discussed earlier, Limassol’s separation of the public and private spheres was
further enabled by an increase in population that occurred due to immigration and
internal migration during the fourth quarter of the twentieth century. A consequence
of the invasion of 1974 and the following occupation of 37% of Cypriot territories
and the eviction of approximately 180,000 refugees was the immediate rise in
population in the four cities of the remaining free part of the island, Limassol,
Nicosia, Larnaka and Pafos. As a result, Limassol’'s growth continued at a rate
greater than documented in previous periods of the century. New areas of tourist
activity were developed, particularly along the retail, commercial and entertainment
belt on Makariou Avenue and the historic centre. By 1976, population counts rose to
101,900."

Another factor in Limassol's population increase in the following decade was the
outbreak of the civil war in Lebanon, which encouraged a large number of multi-
ethnic companies to settle in the city.*’ Three decades later, with the dissolution of
the Eastern Block, a large number of Russians and citizens of the former USSR
immigrated to Limassol. Today, a strong cultural Soviet presence can be observed
throughout Limassol’'s commercial sectors, with significant retail activity targeted at
Russian affluent businessmen who moved to the island with their families. Russians
immigrants are not limited to high-income individuals, but also to people in lower-

income brackets who are employed mainly in the service and hospitality industry.

* Source: Department of Town Planning and Housing
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The trend of uncontrolled and disorganized build-up in Limassol persisted after the
invasion, in even more aggressive rhythms, thus placing a firm distance between
Limassol historic core, i.e. the city’s commercial and administrative centre, and the
suburban residential areas. Limassol’s architectural community frequently laments
the damaging consequences of Limassol’s intense build-up, particularly in the public
areas, that amount to the loss and demolition of some historically and architecturally
important buildings. This can be attributed to the inordinate authority the private
sector development exercised on the disinterred Municipal Authorities. Critics
suggest that the negative impact on the natural environment has also been
immeasurable.*® The most lasting, devastating effect on the city’s urban form,
however, has been the sequence of multi-storey concrete buildings that were
erected on the northern side of the coastal road, creating an impenetrable wall,
separating the seafront from the rest of the city. Serghides, an architect with Cyprus
Town Planning Authority for many years, suggests that the detrimental
consequences to the built and natural environment as well as to the overall urban
fabric of the city in the 1980s and 1990s is a direct result of a particularly loose
system of building codes dedicated to serve the free market by helping to maximize

its profits.**

Limassol’'s urban sprawl peaked in the fourth quarter of the twentieth century and in
the first quarter of the twenty-first. Consequently, transportation from home to
places of employment became a notable challenge. Public transportation in
Limassol is limited to a bus system, where although buses are relatively new and
well-maintained, they are used mostly by lower-income community members,
students and immigrants. Middle- and upper-class Cypriots, who reached adulthood
in the 1980s and 1990s were not accustomed to using public transportation
because of its previously sparse network and the generally poor condition of the
buses. The aforementioned generation of Cypriots was consequently conditioned to

regard private ownership of a car to be a symbol of social status.

Another factor strongly influencing Limassol’'s contemporary urban landscape has
been the emergence of the trend of the second, holiday home and other
infrastructure intended for tourist activity. This is especially true in many
Mediterranean coastal cities such as Limassol where economic activity and
prosperity once depended on the import and export trade and commerce, but
shifted later towards a seasonal dependency on tourism and the hospitality industry.

The growth and development of the tourism industry has been highly influential on
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the capitalization of heritage and has been the cause of conflict regarding land use
practices.45 Thus Limassol, as is the case with most Mediterranean coastal cities, is
largely a result of impulsive and piecemeal development, where ostensibly, the main
axis of concern is the combative relationship between the preservation of cultural
monuments, places of religious worship and ecological integrity and economic
growth. Gender relations and how they are impacted by Limassol’s sprawling urban
form have not been previously considered by other scholars, but based on
international literature, a nexus between women’s social role and urban form is
inevitable and this condition is what the research aims to explore through the

fieldwork.

3.3 Limassolian Women’s Dual Absence

The research implicitly suggests that as a result of patriarchy and other social
practices that have defined twentieth-century Cypriot culture, as well as the physical
separation of the public and private areas in the city, Limassolian women have been
experiencing an exclusion from the city’s historiographical accounts, as well as a
historical exclusion from spaces in the city. This section explores these exclusions
mainly on an urban scale and is then followed by an on-site investigation of Heroon
Square, where women’s occupancy and spatial habitation is documented by

observations and mappings.

In exploring women’s role in urban development, an additional consideration is the
need to differentiate between ordinary women and extraordinary ones. Setting aside
the constant flux of time, objectivity in the course of historiography is a universal
struggle. In the case of feminist history, however, an added layer of challenge in
introduced: how to locate women within a narrative without focussing only on great
women, thus suppressing the history of the masses (both male and female) and
ignoring other oppressed groups. Also problematic is the fact that recreating the
history of great women by definition becomes an isolated narrative. While
constructing the narrative of Limassol’'s growth and attempting to locate women, a
quest transpired to find and place pieces missing from a historical puzzle, which
according to Hendler and Harrison, is a common pattern in tracing feminist history.*®
Hendler and Harrison further suggest that historians write histories not to relate
previously unknown experiences but to provide new meanings to experiences.*’

Ultimately, this is the overarching aim of the section of this chapter.
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The Women of Limassol: an Identity in Transition

In order to gain a better understanding of the relationship between Limassolian
women and their potential capacity to effect change in their urban environment, it is
important to consider who they are. Although their complex profiles and multi-
dimensional identities cannot be sufficiently summarised in a few paragraphs, this
section of the study attempts to provide a brief introduction of the women whose
urban experience the research examines. Knowledge is drawn from the work of
Cypriot sociologists and social historians who have a particular interest in women’s

studies and gender relations.

Mylona et al.’s research study on the Cypriot woman that aimed to evaluate the
degree of women’s psycho-social liberation in the 1970s focussed on examining the
following fundamental conditions: women’s relation to the issue of marriage, the
role/position of the married woman in the family, equality, politics, relations with the
opposite sex, sex, religion, entertainment and hobbies. The age ranges studied
were women under 24, women between 25 and 39 and women over 40.%8 Although
not explicitly expressed in Mylona et al., it appears that Cypriot women’s relation to
marriage was the pivot that regulated almost all other aspects of their identity.
Women’s financial status was largely dependent on their marital status, where
women who are not married must seek financial independence and are compelled
to enter the workforce where they will seek equality and will have to manoeuvre
around various political intrigues. Women'’s relation with religion is again connected
to their marital status, as the Greek Orthodox religion is clear on women’s necessity
to wed and procreate. The spatial significance of religion for Limassolian women is

examined further in the fieldwork.

Mylona et al. concluded that the Cypriot woman of the 1970s believed that marriage
is the most important purpose in her life. Although in the past, Cypriot women saw
marriage as a vehicle for the creation of new life, Mylona et al. were able to identify
a shift between generations where marriage now becomes more than just a means
of having children, but also a way to establish companionship. It was also
acknowledged through their research that the Cypriot woman of the younger
generation no longer considered singlehood as a personal failure, thus confirming

women’s sense of independence and acceptance as an autonomous social entity.*
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Since Mylona et al’s was the first nationwide, organized research of its type
executed in Cyprus, the authors were not able to offer any comparative findings.
Thus their method of identifying progress and development of the Cypriot women’s
social identity was by evaluating differences between the generations of women
studied. Mylona et al. attributed age and degree of education as the crucial
variables in the differentiation between generations.®® As such, Mylona et al.’s
research concluded that Cypriot women are in a transitional phase between a status
of submission and social liberation.*' Mylona et al. supported their claim of this
transitional phase by identifying certain contradictions in the survey responses. For
instance, when a woman was asked if she would allow her husband to attend a
function if she is unable to attend, 65% of the women responded positively, but
when asked if she would attend a function if her husband is not able to attend, the
percentage of positive responses drops to 21%.°? Another contradiction was
identified when 58% of the participants supported that boys should be afforded
more liberties than girls, whereas 65% of women responded that women and men

ought to have equal responsibilities and obligations.*

Maria Hatzipalvou’s quantitative and qualitative study documenting Cypriot women’s
voices and experiences, which was published in 2004 more the twenty years after
Mylona et al., also concluded that Cypriot women are in a transitional context
between what she described as modernity and traditionalism, in both the public and
the private realms. She posited that because of this transitional phase, Cypriot
women exhibit contradictory outlooks on their social condition. Such an example is
encountered when women, including ones with university degrees, will still marry by
arrangement, with the main motives being financial and social upgrading.
Nevertheless, according to Hatzipavlou, only a very small percentage of women will
readily admit to the motives behind her arranged marriage. This is another instance
where a contradiction is observed in women’s response on whether they believe
there was equality within Cypriot society. A surprisingly high percentage replied that
there was indeed equality, but they also confirmed that Cypriot society was very
much a patriarchal one, seemingly unaware of the contradiction created by these

two conditions.®*

Hatzipaviou found that an overwhelming maijority of the women who participated in
the questionnaires believed that formal (and informal) education is the tool to build a
diverse and multicultural society that does not discriminate or marginalize segments

of the demographic.*® Her findings also indicated that when the women in her study
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were asked to consider participating in political organizations, trade unions,
community and local government, i.e. in positions were they could become more
visible and apply pressure towards change, their responses indicated a distinct lack

of interest or perceived lack of need to take part in this arena.*®

Erotokritou, in the context of his participation in Lia Mylona’s four-year sociological
research, further noted that Cypriot women who had reached maturity around the
time of the Turkish invasion of 1974 had distinctly different concerns, centring
around issues of personal and family safety and financial survival. In contrast,
women who reached maturity in the following decades were more concerned with
educating themselves, with professional prospects and with marriage based on
love.®” On the other hand, a Cypriot man’s concerns focused on providing sufficient
funds to ensure an education primarily for the son and a built house or real estate

property for the daughter.®®

After the invasion of 1974 and the economic regression that it brought on, the
presence of women in the workforce, married and unattached, became essential. In
fact, during the years 1976—1980 the number of working women rose by 31%, while
the percentage of men entering the workforce during the same time period
increased by a mere 14% (Figure 3.16).% It is worth noting that according to Kolotas,
Limassolian women have been more influential figures in the employment arena
than women from other Cypriot cities, as the first woman who was instrumental in
women’s emancipation (Polixeni Loizias) was Limassolian, as well the first woman
lawyer, Stella Kakoyianni-Soulioti, who was also the first Cypriot woman minister
and first woman Attorney General. Also Limassolian was the first woman doctor

(Maria Rousou), the first woman in politics (Katina Nikolaou-Toumazou).®

Further to Hatzipalvou, most contemporary Cypriot women seem to believe that
they maintain equal opportunities in securing employment and in professional
development, as well as in several other areas where one would expect women to
perceive inequality.®' The implication of this statistic is that women consider
themselves in equal standing within a range of professions and positions that they
subconsciously perceive as appropriate to them. For instance, they are not
considering high-level managerial positions, because if they had, they would have to

unavoidably acknowledge discriminatory circumstances.
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Figure 3.16 Limassolian women in the fourth quarter of the twentieth century""i

Historiographical Absence

As explored above, women’s place in Cypriot societal strata in the early twentieth
century was historically characterized by the following two elements: it was subject
to a male-dominated structure and was ruled by assumptions that rendered her
inferior to man.®® The research uncovers a somewhat conflicting pattern of accounts
of women’s standing and perceptions between male and female scholars that are
indicative of the political forces that govern the historiography of gender.. For
instance, Pyrgos states women’s legal standing in Ottoman times was characterised
by a law whereby the testimony of two women was equivalent to that of one man.®
Although this law was later abolished in the twentieth century by the British rulers,
Anglo-Saxon laws continued to afford men supremacy and the right to be head of
the family and guardian of children.®* The research also uncovered accounts by
male scholars that are at times appear naive, incomplete and adhering to

stereotypes

The subjective nature of women’s role through historiographical accounts is
explored through literature written mainly in the fourth quarter of the twentieth
century and the first quarter of the twenty-first. A crucial obstacle in this process has
been the lack of scholarship that examines women’s presence in an urban context

for Limassol, or any other Cypriot city. Women’s absence was exacerbated by the

* Source: Patroclos Stavrou, Cyprus, The Sweet Land
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fact that during the first half of the twentieth century, women were confined to
domesticity which at the time was considered too humble to document or to explore.
On rare occasions, when Limassolian women were photographed in a domestic
setting, the pictures were of family portraits thus reinforcing the notion that women’s
everyday life was to be kept obscured and women’s presence was to be artificially

staged and frozen in time (Figure 3.17)

Figure 3.17 Women in a family portrait""ii
Some studies on Cypriot women’s social standing have been published during the
fourth quarter of the twentieth century but they regard cities as mostly static
backgrounds that host social activities and processes. Similarly, studies on Cypriot
cities and their development have not considered the reciprocal impact between
social and urban processes. There have been, however, two books that have
explored urban development in Cyprus as a socio-cultural phenomenon and the
authors are sociologist Michael Attalides and educator and social historian
Panagiotis Persianis.®® Neither book’s investigation deals with the structure of urban
form and its impact on social processes per se, but both consider the role of social
interactions in the broader concept of urban development and consider the impact
of urbanization on Cypriot society. Although Attalides’ study is focussed on Nicosia,
his methodology and some of his findings are applicable towards the study of other

cities in Cyprus.

xvii

Agni Michaelidou, Agpeadg, n Makid MNoAiteia [Limassol, the Old City]
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Social marginalization is considered in two different ways. On the one hand, as
explored earlier, when considered as the marginalization of communities based on
income, it provides causality for the separation of the public and private spheres of
the city where wealthier income classes move away from commercial areas. On the
other hand, by assuming that a culture predisposed to class marginalization will also
marginalize women and minorities, considering class marginalization patterns can

provide clues of how women have been diminished or isolated in similar ways.

Although issues of social marginalization in Cyprus and their presumed
nonexistence by some scholars, have only been examined in terms of social
classes and not gender, these studies can offer insights on attitudes and
perceptions regarding women’s socio-spatial inequality. In the 1980s, Attalides
posited that the gap in social attitudes between rural and urban populations was
negligible. Similarly, gender marginalization appears absent from his thesis.
Although he acknowledges conditions of spatial segregation of gender when
discussing housing typologies at the beginning of the twentieth century, he does not
consider this factor as relevant in his overall evaluation of the presence of
marginalization. He noted that segregation, particularly for unmarried women, was
manifested in houses that face the street with a wall and one door, behind which is
an inner yard whose purpose is to allow distance between women of the house and
the public street. Likewise, covered balconies that, according to Attalides, appear in
both Muslim and Christian houses, serve a similar purpose by allowing women to
look over the street in front of their house without being visible to the public.®® In
spite of his observations on architectural elements that promote gender separation,
the dots are not connected to provide a logical conclusion. These types of
omissions indicate a disregard for women’s social issues related to constructed

space.

Oppositely, a more recent research on Cypriot women by Mylona et al., concurred
with Attalides that social marginalization between urban and rural classes is not a
widespread phenomenon in Cypriot society and attributed this condition to efficient
transport and communication systems, as well as the impact of mass media.?’
However, a clear distinction between Attalides and Mylona et al. is drawn: where
Attalides contends there is no marginalization between urban communities and rural
migrants in the social fabric of Cyprus, thus disregarding the obvious

marginalization of women, Mylona et al. identify gender marginalization through
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their research but agree with the notion of the narrow gap between urban and rural

members of the population.

Historical accounts of women and their place within the social structure around the
middle of the twentieth century can be evaluated by how their activism has been
documented. Similar to the issue marginalization, there has been no consensus
regarding women’s feminist advocacy, suggesting perhaps an indifference to its
controversial nature. Persianis posits that feminist movements were not as
established in Cyprus as in other parts of Europe.®® Although Papapolyviou posits
that by the end of the nineteenth century, there was considerable activity among
women. Papapolyviou however, avoids using the term ‘feminist movement.**Both
Persianis and Papapolyviou, who are male scholars, acknowledge feminist activity,
but neither accepts its presence and impact as that of an organized and targeted
body of activism. The delicate difference between their two statements lies in how
one chooses to define the term feminist movements. The term ‘dpacTripia yuvaikeia
Kivnon' used by Papapolyviou translates literally into English as ‘active women’s
movement’ whereas Persianis uses the more internationally sanctioned term
‘feminist movements’ (@epivioTikd kiviiparta). Ostensibly, both terms mean the same
thing; the subtle difference between both and the denial of organized feminine

activism in Cyprus expose profoundly political aspects.

Persianis supports his acknowledgement of the absence of feminist movements by
shifting responsibility for this lack on Cypriot men, who he claims were not
encouraging of women’s feminist activities. According to Persianis, Cypriot men
nevertheless urged women to follow the example of Greek women who were
becoming active in charity and volunteer work.” Essentially, he attributes the lack of
feminist movements in Cyprus to two main reasons: the shortage of a substantial
number of educated women in the 1960s and 1970s’’ when the second wave of
international feminist activity was at its peak and to what he terms as strong family
ties within Cypriot culture. Persianis implies here that women’s absence in higher
education during that time is a consequence of them not being interested in such

ambitious pursuits.”

Erotokritou’s book H Eéouagia lNavw orn uvaika (Domination over Women), which
expresses a distinctly socialist rhetoric, refers to feminist activism as an urban
movement that set out to establish equal rights between men and women within a

capitalist framework.” According to Marxist philosophy, women can only be rid of
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prejudices and acquire self-worth through labour. Hence it is implied that women’s
domestic labour is not valued as highly as paid labour. Erotokritou makes a
distinction between woman’s social equality and other aspects of equality that he
refers to broadly as ‘natural, ethical and intellectual’ without defining these terms or

differentiating between them.

Often, men writing about women’s presence in Limassol, particularly around the
middle of the twentieth century, succumbed to naive conclusions. In discussing the
surge of new houses being built by the rising middle classes in Limassol, Persianis
suggests that women’s upgraded place in society as a likely reason, but he does not
explain how women’s place was upgraded, in what ways, and how this upgrade has
impacted an increase in built houses.” He references progressive tendencies of the
new urban culture and further notes that there had been measures applied in
improving the Cypriot woman'’s role, as well as measures for her improved welfare
but does not list or explain them. He remarks that the living room and the reception
area of these new middle class houses were considered the ‘kingdom’ of the lady of
the house and he couples that inference with the certitude that this is proof of
women’s improved social standing.” It is implied that Cypriot women around the
middle of the twentieth century had been upgraded from being unrecognised
domestic labourers, to having a more administrative role within the home.’® Similar
to Erotokritou, Persianis suggests a downgrading of domestic labour by positing that
women’s improved urban status was a direct result of her entry to the workforce

where they were employed as teachers and then as typists, clerks and labourers.

The vague nature of Persianis’ claims suggests a rather obligatory attitude towards
gender equality, whereby a social historian addresses women’s changing role in
social process out of duty and not out of deep understanding and respect.
Oppositely, Mary Pyrgos, in her book Women of Cyprus at a Glance, is considerably
less enthusiastic than Persianis’ depiction of woman’s upgraded position within this
new middle class. She refers to women’s existence as superficially emancipated
and in spite of men’s newfound civil freedoms following the establishment of the

British rule, women remained subservient to a profoundly patriarchal society.”’

Women’s profile in public life cannot be addressed as though women were a
monolithic entity. Women in the twentieth centur,y as well as women today, are
diverse in background, education, income and perceptions. While middle class

women have received some literary mention as part of their role as domestic
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managers, women from lower income brackets are less invisible. Persianis posits
that the working woman originated from the lower classes because the upper- and
middle-class woman still considered working outside the home an inferior
circumstance, which according to Pilavakis was especially true for Limassolian
women.”® Persianis suggests that since women, particularly of the middle and upper
class, customarily did not work outside the home, they were encouraged to
participate in organized charity work and social welfare activities so that they

legitimize their daytime unaccompanied outings.”

Women’s absence from literature and therefore from public life is not always a literal
condition. Sometimes a perceptual downgrading can be just as powerful in its
negative impact. Although several Western languages refer to humanity using the
word man to indicate both man and woman, the Cypriot cultural subconscious takes
the generalization a step further; certain words extracted from the Cypriot dialect
which are strongly tied to the Greek language, indicate perceptions and intentions
that reinforce women'’s inferior position. The word ‘adpwTd&’ which describes ideal,
ethical behaviour is directly derived from the word ‘a5pwTro¢’ which means man.®
Important in terms of understanding social identity is the emphasis attributed to
virginity and its perceptual connection to education. This is apparent from the fact
that all-girl schools were named ‘mapBevaywyeia’ (civic conduits of virgins) as
opposed to all-boy schools that were named ‘appevaywyeia’ (civic conduits of

men).?’

A more literal from of absence is observed in a publication titled Kumrpiakai 2ZeAidec
(Cypriot Pages) published in 1923 that provided a useful glimpse of socio-economic
conditions of that period. Of particular interest is a guide included in the book that
provided an alphabetic catalogue according to city, of the most prominent scientists,
merchants, traders, bankers, factories, agencies, hotels, etc. In the first page of the
guide among the first fifteen names only three are women. All three hames were

teachers in the all-girl schools.®

More recently, in an oversized, 300-page book circulated in 2006, published in a
luxurious binding by the Municipality of Limassol, contains a chapter written by
Koudounaris on spiritual men who were active in the period 1878—-1955, and one
observes an overwhelming proportion of ‘spiritual’ men over women. The author
assumes contributions to spirituality to include the work of teachers, religious figures,

writers, business men, scientists and men of the arts. The women mentioned,
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constituting approximately 5% of the people listed, were almost exclusively
teachers.®® Similarly, Makrides’ chapter in the same book is divided into several
sections where he examines Limassolian culture of that time period in particular
themes, such as music, theatre, literature, painting, sculpture, etc., where he
proceeds to trace the most notable contributions by Limassolian men. In some, if
not most, of these sections he dedicates one or two paragraphs where he lists a few
women who distinguished themselves in that area, but he does not relay to the
reader these women’s overall contribution to the development of that particular field.
This is indicative of a more generalized condition where women’s presence in social
and in extension, spatial dimensions has been regarded as supplementary rather

than equally primary to that of men.

As suggested earlier, the research noted that historiographical accounts written by
men and women present narratives that indicate discordant perceptions. These
perceptions not only regard women’s standing in Limassol's social structure, but
also the urban histories that unfold within. Specifically, it was noted that male
scholars and researches of Limassol, who originate from the fields of architecture,
history and social sciences, reveal a reading of the city that navigates through key
elements of cultural impact that rely on architectural landmarks and monuments of
formal, built space, i.e. the quintessential elements of public realm. These include
municipal and civic buildings and squares, usually monumental in scale, designed

by notable (male) architects.

An alternative point of view is encountered from Agni Michaelidou, who in her book
Limassol, the OIld City (Aeueodg, n lNaAia lNoAireia), describes the city as a journey
through collective memories. Her narrative begins not by listing notable public
buildings to orientate the reader, but by describing the sparsely built landscape as a
sequence of open, informal spaces, punctured by occasional neighbourhoods.
Michaelidou, who was a social historian, describes with equal excitement empty
fields that became shallow ponds in the winter, neighbourhoods where children
played, and urban elements that she considers landmarks, such as coffee shops
and outdoor cinemas.® The book continues with accounts of the conditions of
streets and smaller roads, bridges, river banks and through the foundation set from
these descriptions she moves on to discuss the location of the Town Hall and a few

other locations of commercial activity.®
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She describes some notable houses, which were known by the owner’s name, e.g.
the House of Pilavakis, but she provides more vivid descriptions of life on the streets
of nameless houses. Since most houses were located on streets of mixed
commercial activity, she writes of how the space around the front door of each
house would become activated at the end of the working day. When the street was
no longer used for carriages to carry products and produce, families would take
chairs outside and place them in a semi-circular arrangement outside their front
door. Where the roads became narrow, the outdoor gathering of one household
would merge with that of the opposite house.®® In the third chapter of her book,
which is titled ‘Old Architecture’, she provides spatial descriptions solely of

Limassolian homes at the beginning of the twentieth century.

The chapter that follows, titled ‘Old Buildings’, does not delve into the same type of
civic buildings as Serghides, Pilavakis and Andreou did. Instead, Michaelidou
describes a mix of historic, commercial and residential buildings, such as the
medieval castle, commercial warehouses and wooden sheds which were used as
emergency shelters during earthquakes.®” The book, which was first published in
1981, relies in its entirety on vibrant descriptions of the social fabric and cultural
history of Limassol, describing sounds, colours, smells, neighbourhoods and people.
In contrast to Koudounaris, whose historical review of Limassol ends with a chapter
on women’s presence and activity, Michaelidou’s does not make similar distinctions.
Her work reads as a fluid narrative of a community with no mention of spatial or
social inequality of any kind. Her work exposes a reading of the city from a woman’s
perspective, where everyday life reveals and elevates the poetry of spatial

experiences of the city.

Tracing Socio-Spatial Absence

In addition to women’s overlooked presence in public life, the research posits that
Limassolian women experienced another kind of bias, that of socio-spatial
discrimination. This section considers how Limassolian women have been
historically marginalised as a result of architectural design and urban distribution,
while uncovering instances when women’s passive presence can be read through

the urban landscape.
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Following that rural tradition of the local (parish or traditional) coffee shop, men from
urban communities considered daily gatherings at the local coffee shop an integral
part of their social life (Figure 3.18). The coffee shop clientele was exclusively male
and attracted men from the immediate neighbourhood. From various employment
statistics, it can be concluded that although women were not allowed to patronize
these establishments they were occasionally the owners.®® Women working in
coffee shops used this opportunity to legitimize their access in spaces that were
considered public because they are dominated by men.®® Rural coffee shops’ urban
equivalent maintained the tradition of the all-male clientele, a legacy that continues
to this day. Traditional all-male coffee shops can still be found at various locations
within the city centre (Figure 3.19). The next part of the chapter further explores how
two of the coffee shops which are located near Heroon Square have a measurable

impact on how women inhabit public open spaces.

Figure 3.18 Men at coffee shops""iii
Instead of the local all-male coffee shop, Limassolian women around the middle of
the twentieth century similarly socialized by attending church (Figure 3.20).
However, women attended church mostly on Sundays whereas men could meet at
the coffee shop on a daily basis.®*® Weddings, christenings and funerals provided
women with opportunities for affirmation of solidarity within one’s family and social
network.®' Coffee shops and tavernas were frequented only by men, whereas
theatres and cinemas were attended by both men and women. As women’s

presence in these places became more common, decisions needed to be made

xviii

Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
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whether women would sit together with their male companion or men and women
would sit separately. The only other public place at that time where both men and
women would congregate was church, where each sex sat separately. Literature
supports that this became the prototype for the other public places mentioned
above.*? Consequently, women would sit on the right side of the theatre. It is noted
that according to some voices of popular tradition, the rule of men and women
sitting separately in church was instigated to protect men from any unpleasant
odours emanating from women attending church while menstruating. In fact, in
certain parts of Limassol it was advisable for women not to attend church at all while
menstruating. This element of popular culture survived until well into the last quarter

of the century.

— Heroon Square

. traditional coffee shops |

o site of old traditional coffee shop

Figure 3.19 Locations of traditional coffee shops in the city centre™

As norms were being challenged in the first quarter of the twentieth century,
formerly male territories, such as men’s social clubs, became partly accessible to
women. In an attempt to minimize gender discrimination towards women, in 1909
the social club ‘Enosis’ (Evwoig) allowed ladies of Limassol to visit the club’s
reading room. In an interesting statement justifying their decision, the club elders

rejected the notion that their decision was influenced by progressive, or American

XiX

Drawn by Georgia Theokli and Anna Papadopoulou
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ideas, but as gracious concession towards the weaker sex. The club elders note
further that this action on their behalf is not intended to support women’s efforts
towards emancipation nor is it intended to dislodge men from rooms of socializing

and entertaining.”

Figure 3.20 Women in church™

Persianis posits that gender issues in the Cypriot city became intensely pertinent, as
new forms of leisure and recreation became popular in urban societies. Activities
included dance galas in hotels and the houses of the upper class, the introduction of
public baths along the coast, afternoon ‘Teas’ in hotels, and others.* The ‘Tea’ is a
common social event that survives in Cyprus to this day, although for the last thirty
years or so, its popularity is limited to older women. Teas among the middle and
upper classes were usually held in the afternoons and the sole purpose of this
gathering is to socialize over tea. Tea was accompanied by homemade sweets and
savouries. Although Teas held at hotel lobbies were quite common earlier in the
century, thus affording women the opportunity to occupy the public realm and
temporarily leave the private realm of domesticity, it gradually became more
widespread to have them hosted by women in private homes. The reason for this
retreat is unknown but its impact was to reduce women’s occasions to engage in the

public realm.

® Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
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Although women’s marginalization is also observed in the private realm, unclear
accounts of its impact further indicate disregard for women’s issues. As courtyard-
type houses were the most common houses in the first half of the twentieth century,
a close consideration of their layout suggests the possibility of gender discrimination
(Figure 3.21). Since houses with interior courtyards allow outdoor activities to occur
away from the public life of the street, it seems reasonable to assume that they are
conducive to keeping women away from the public eye. Although some research
supports that courtyard houses were popular because of their efficiency towards
space and bioclimatics, other research suggests that the underlying reason for the
courtyard house itself is not climate, since regions like Milan and Aleppo where
courtyards houses exist, have distinctly different climates to each other.
Nevertheless, the courtyard house is a form inherited from Byzantine culture, which
was then passed on to the Islamic worlds since it responded to Muslim
requirements of segregating women,® but it remains unclear whether its presence

in Cyprus served to separate women from public life.
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Figure 3.21 Courtyard houses™

Other architectural features, however, inherited by the Ottomans during their
occupation of Cyprus present more firm connections between gender identity and
domestic design. Such a feature is the ‘Tapudtlia’ (parmatzia).* Parmatzia are
vertical pieces of wood affixed on windows in such an arrangement where small

gaps were created to allow air and sunlight to enter (Figure 3.22). They also allowed

* Drawn by Anna Papadpoulou
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women to observe the outside world without being observed by on-lookers.
According to Chrysochou, the detailing of the parmatzia oftentimes exhibits strong

Ottoman features, hence its origin is indisputable.®’

Figure 3.22 Parmatzia™

Another such example is the ‘claxvici’ (shachnisi) (Figure 3.23), which was an
enclosed balcony projected over the main road from the building’s fagade allowing
women full view of the road, but as with the parmatzia, protecting them from on-
lookers. During the transitional period between the Ottoman rule and the British rule,
the shachnisi was gradually stripped of its protective layers and took on the
appearance of a covered balcony®® to be appreciated by both genders. Originally
the shachnisi was constructed of wood, with specialized skills of wood structures
imported from Turkey. As it transitioned to its balcony form, other materials such as
stone and iron were used. Another feature of (Muslim) courtyard housing was the
placement of a wall opposite the main entrance of the house to ensure visual

privacy of the interior.%

i Source: Naso Chrysochou, Kumrpiakn lNapadooiakr ApxiTekTovikn, Ao Tnv AypoTiKh
otnv AoTikn, EEEAIEN kal Emidpdoeig [Cypriot Traditional Architecture, From the Rural to the

Urban, Development and Influences]

119



Figure 3.23 Shachnisi™

Contemporary residential typologies have evolved from the courtyard house to
detached homes where the garden space shifted from within the building envelope
to the space surrounding. Although the exact reason for this shift that began
happening around the middle of the twentieth century is undocumented, it can

assumed as an attempt to emulate the Garden City movement.

Sometimes women’s absence takes on a passive appearance and is read through
urban form in ways that confirm her place in social order. Kin relations in Cyprus
have provided a distinctive pattern of residential form, particularly in the second half
of the twentieth century. It is found that frequently the wife’s parents live in the same
house, in a small section of the same plot or within very close proximity.'® The

implication here is that the daughter, and far less frequently the son, is responsible

xiit Source: Naso Chrysochou, Kumrpiakhi lNapadooiakr) ApxITeKToviK, A6 Tnv AypoTikn
otnv Aotikn, EEEAIEN kal Emidpdoeig [Cypriot Traditional Architecture, From the Rural to the
Urban, Development and Influences]
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for taking care of aging parents. Another feature of contemporary Cypriot residential
design that supports the same belief, which was particularly prominent in the 1970s
until the 1990s, is the one-storey house that is built on the ground floor of an urban
plot with structural provision for a second floor addition which is intended for the
daughter once she is married. This provision consists of rebar extruding 50 cm to
one metre above the ground floor ceiling slab in anticipation of the next phase of
construction. The additional floor could make an appearance anytime between five
and 30 years after the completion of the ground floor (Figure 3.24). The colloquial
name for this feature is avauovég, which means ‘in anticipation’, suggesting the
anticipation of a daughter’s marriage. In Cypriot popular culture, is it said that a
house with vertical column reinforcement projecting above the ground floor slab is a

household with at least one daughter.

,\*.
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Figure 3.24 Rebar extruding above the ground floor ceiling slab in anticipation of the next

phase of construction™"

Both residential typologies mentioned above, in the first instance where the wife’s
parents live adjacent to or on the premises of the married couple and in the second
where the daughter is expected to move into a newly built floor above her parents
that will be financed by her father, may be somewhat different in terms of
architectural typology, but both carry the implication that the patriarch is expected to
provide housing for his daughter and the daughter, in exchange, is expected to

provide care for the aging parents. The notion of the father being responsible for

XXiv
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providing housing for the daughter is strongly supported by research on the Cypriot

urban communities. '

3.4 A Case Study within Limassol

Introducing Heroon Square

The relationship between Limassol’s urban development and women’s role within
social structure was explored earlier in the chapter through a historiographical
investigation of the available literature. This provides a foundation for the research
of Limassolian women’s urban experiences with spatial and perceptual boundaries.
In order to triangulate the research, a smaller area of study within Limassol was
chosen where women’s presence was observed and documented in a smaller, fine-
grained level. Heroon Square was chosen as this area for two reasons. Firstly, it
was identified by a number of interview participants as being part of the
quintessential public realm of the city (Figure 1(i)), and secondly, the area itself has
a layered history of socio-spatial boundaries, where gender relations have notably
shifted as women transitioned from working prostitutes to working alongside men in
administrative and commercial positions. |Initially, the observation had an
investigative character and did not follow a particular agenda other than noting

women’s presence and outdoor habits.

Until the early 1930s, the area in and around Heroon Square was owned by a
wealthy Turkish family known as Kioseoglou. '® It was described as a
neighbourhood of humble, adobe-built homes where, according to Kolotas,
Christians were prohibited from entering for fear of being stoned. It is inferred that
the area had very little open spaces during the first quarter of the twentieth century.
Ethnic friction manifesting in socio-spatial boundaries in Heroon Square is not
supported by other historic sources. Although Pilavakis makes no particular mention
of Heroon Square, he states that at this time both Greek-Cypriots and Turkish-
Cypriots were able to circulate freely and safely in Turkish-Cypriot and Greek-

Cypriot neighbourhoods respectively (Figure 3.25)."%
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Figure 3.25 Heroon Square™

By the middle of the century, land from the Kioseoglou family was being sold off to
Greek-Cypriots and to the Municipality of Limassol. The municipality began
demolishing some of the adobe-built houses, transforming the area into a public
square.'™ At the same time, the area became the epicentre of prostitution in
Limassol, a fact that was resented by families that lived in the area.'® Consequently,
women and children did not feel comfortable in Heroon Square. The area also
maintained an identity as a hotspot for artists and intellectuals (Figure 3.26).
Pilavakis mentions the famed coffee shop of Suleimani that notable intellectuals and
other Limassolian prominent figures would frequent (Figure 3.27 and 3.28)."%
Suleimani’s coffee shop was a traditional (or parish) coffee shop, where only men
were allowed to attend. As explained earlier in the chapter, the tradition of these
coffee shops remains to this day. Although Suleimani’s coffee shop has not survived
to this day, there are two other traditional, all-male coffee shops located in Heroon

Square.

¥ Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
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Figure 3.27 Men in coffee shops in Heroon Square

’°“" Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
" lbid.
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Figure 3.28 Men in coffee shops in Heroon Square"""iii
In the last fifteen years, the area has been completely regenerated, largely as a
result of the Technical University’s purchase and renovation of a number of
buildings around Heroon Square.’”” The area’s cultural identity has also been
preserved and indeed enhanced. The Square is surrounded by art rooms, dance
studios, informal music venues and a notable restored theatre originally built in the
late 1930s. While the only houses facing Square were those of the prostitutes, in the
streets behind the Square several residential neighbourhoods remain (Figure 3.30).
Other establishments include family-style taverns, a Hall of Residence for the
Technical University and the Technical University’s Department of Multimedia and
Graphic Arts (Figure 3.29). As a result of the area’s overall rejuvenation, prostitution
has practically disappeared. At the beginning of this research, two houses owned by

practicing prostitutes were documented and one has since passed away.

Figure 3.29 Modern-day Heroon Square™™

xxviii

Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of
Limassol
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Figure 3.30 Land uses™

Mapping Women’s Presence in the Square

Observing both genders inhabiting Heroon Square was initiated as an exercise to
help understand people’s relation to the open spaces around the Square in order to
discern people’s spatial connections to particular locations within the area. The goal
of the observation was to provide a palette of information that will describe
behavioural differences in space usage between the two genders. Observations
were documented on four days (two weekdays, Saturdays and Sundays) during
three different time intervals each day (from 12 pm to 1:20 pm, from 4 pm to 5:20
pm and from 8 pm to 9:20 pm) and at four different locations between Heroon
Square and Anexartisias Avenue, a street which is considered to be the busiest
shopping street in Limassol. Recordings focussed on the number of women and
men moving around the Square, their direction, their relative speeds and places of
pause. Subjects were separated into three types: women, men and mixed company
(groups of both men and women), which are documented in red, black and blue

colours respectively (e.g. Appendix D).

XXiX

Image constructed by Georgia Theokli
* Ibid.
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In considering the overall findings, the following trends were observed. Overall,
more women are seen walking around Heroon Square than men, and more women
seem to be present around the Square and surrounding commercial areas at peak
shopping hours, i.e. in the afternoon and on Saturday mornings. Although
recordings relating to speed were taken by approximation, there seems to be an
overall tendency for women to walk faster than men, particularly when they are
walking alone (Appendix D). Also noted was the increased presence of groups of
mixed company on the evenings of the weekends. Some of these observations
seem to be related to the types of land use and retail types in the area, i.e. women
tend to gravitate to the western side of the area of study, where there are many
more shops, and mixed crowds are more visible on the eastern side of the area

where commercial activity is related to taverns, cafes and cultural events.

Taking readings at four different locations enabled not only an overall determination
of numbers of women versus men circulating in the area, but a street-by-street
comparison of gender activity. This allowed an examination of the area around the
Square on a street-by-street basis. Thus it was observed that one street, Pavlos
Melas Street, presented an anomaly (Figure 3.31). Whereas overall gender
presence was more or less equal in other streets, over the days of observation there
seemed to be almost twice as many men as there were women inhabiting the area
around Pavlos Melas Street. Although reasons for this discrepancy and an in-depth
exploration of this apparent spatial boundary are found in chapter 6, it can be
surmised that women tend to avoid this street because it presents the strongest
vestiges of the area’s former identity. There are a couple of all-male coffee shops, a
cabaret that has closed recently, a betting shop that caters mostly to men and even
some of the more gender-neutral uses of the area have names that are suggestive
of masculinity. Thus the boundary in gender-equal spatiality is created not only by

land use, but by perceptual conditions.
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Figure 3.31 Summary of gender presence in and around Heroon Square showing anomaly

at Pavlos Melas Street™

Conclusions

The aim of this chapter has been to compose a narrative of Limassol’s urban
development with particular attention focussed on the mechanics responsible for the
separation of the public and private realms of the city, women’s current and historic
presence in the city, their habits and experiences. Whenever possible, | have
endeavoured to interpret information on Limassol's history from a gender
perspective. Cypriot women have not been studied in direct reference to their
relationship with the built environment, nor has gender been consciously employed
as a means of understanding Limassol, or any other city in Cyprus. Thus, an
amalgamation of information was drawn from various sources and was thread
together to form a cross-disciplinary survey that supports the dual argument of how
the city’s suburban residential communities formed and how women have been

marginalized therein.

4 Drawn by Georgia Theokli and Anna Papadopoulou
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While most texts on Cypriot women’s place within social structure were written by
women sociologists such as Hatzipaviou and Pyrgos, published research on
Limassol’'s urban history has been produced mainly by men, who came from a
background of architecture, history and education. This discord between gender and
disciplines suggests two layers of gender division in the Cypriot social and urban
fabric. Firstly, as a result of profound feelings of inequality that are supported by the
literature, social studies that pertain to gender seem to be regarded as important
mostly by women researchers, while male sociologists regard men’s role within
social structure with less curiosity and perhaps more content. Secondly, the city in
its form and development is the subject of interest from a broader field of studies
and seems to attract mostly men. This is indeed a common phenomenon in
Western gender discourse, not limited to studies in Cyprus, and is indicative of a
deeper perceptual condition that men historically possess a more dominant social

role within the city.

Where Limassol is being examined in terms of its two component realms, the public
and the private, the literature suggests that the legacy of men’s connection with the
city remains strong. Nonetheless, the literature revealed a rich account of changing,
multicultural, class-related and evolving gender relations. Furthermore, according to
mostly male sources such as Persianis, women assume an honorary role as
custodians of the private realm of domesticity. However, as posited by Pyrgos, since
their overall place within the social structure has not greatly improved towards
equality, their control within the home remains symbolic. Indeed, houses are studied
by male researchers as architectural typologies rather than places where gender
relationships are in flux. There is a disconnect between spatial and social studies
pertaining to gender relations in Cyprus. Mylona et al. and Hatzipavlou in their study
of the role of Cypriot working women in the social structure expose challenges on a
social front, yet there is little information regarding challenges relating to urban form.
Both studies conclude that the Cypriot working woman’s greatest challenge is
managing her state of transition, vacillating between modernity and traditional
values, but neither study makes assumptions as to any spatial implications related

to these conditions.

Another indication of gender-related discord in Limassol that surfaced from the
literature was male urban researchers’ preoccupation with civic buildings such as
the Town Hall, the Post Office, the Hospital and the Courthouses. This is sharply

contrasted by female social historian Agni Michaelidou who approached
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descriptions of Limassol as a sequence of open spaces and cultivatable fields with a
few patches of built space, and continues to narrate growth not as a function of

public buildings, but as an evolution of neighbourhoods of mixed uses.

Zooming in to Heroon Square, one of Limassol’'s major public space, allowed the
research to shift from the historical to the contemporary, and from expository writing
to the spatial. Perhaps most importantly, exploring Heroon Square has enabled the
research to transition from the urban scale and to hone in on a single location.
Observations on contemporary Limassolian women’s urban habits exposed strong
perpetual influences affecting women’s choices in moving around open spaces.
Areas that are suggestive of masculinity and areas where men are more likely to be
found as passively observing the street are avoided by women, although the overall
number of women in areas of mixed use and commercial activity is greater than the

number of men.

Thus, the chapter's arguments and the on-site analysis of a notable area within
Limassol aim to provide the premise for the research, where co-existing spatial and
perceptual boundaries organize and control gender relations within the built
environment, as women themselves assume particular roles in this process. The
purpose of the research is to investigate women’s experience in navigating spatial
and perceptual relationships between the public and the private in order to uncover

boundaries and explore opportunities towards spatial equality.
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Chapter Four

Understanding Limassol’s Public Realm
4.1 Introduction

The public realm can be either a space with physical dimensions and material
characteristics or a process of communication.” Women’s perception and habitation
of the public realm in the twentieth century has been informed by conditions of
physical separation between the public and the private spheres of a city, where
women’s sanctioned role within the social structure implied that their ‘place is in the
home’.? Consequently, the public realm, where most employment opportunities are
usually concentrated, has evolved in ways that accommodate the working man,
rather than the working woman, or women in general. As women entered the
workforce in increasing numbers in the twentieth century across Western society,
but also within Cyprus, an examination of their response to constructed environment
that had been populated and designed mostly by men is important in revealing the

nature of this process as well as its experience from different women’s perspectives.

Thus, drawing from my fieldwork, this chapter examines women’s experiences and
perceptions of the public realm in terms of boundaries, i.e. spatial or perceptual
restrictions, and opportunities. The chapter also aims to uncover women’s needs,
desires and expectations of the public realm and to attempt to link them with
presence of boundaries and the possibility of opportunities. This chapter is then
followed by chapter 5 that delves into the results of the research as they pertain to
women’s socio-spatial understanding of the private realm. As discussed in earlier
parts of the thesis, the public realm is defined in the research as the area
associated with a concentration of commercial, infrastructural and administrative
activities. Since most participants in the study were not familiar with the essence of
the term ‘public realm/sphere/arena’, in conversations with them, | commonly
referred to it as the city centre. Contrary to other cities in Cyprus, Limassol has a
city centre that is spatially distinct and defined, and one that also coincides with the
city’s historic core. In the case of Nicosia, the country’s administrative capital, the
city originally developed within the Venetian fortress wall but, as governmental
needs increased, the city organically sprawled outside the city wall, with commercial

uses and other services following suit.

134



The chapter investigates three key issues. The first issue regards how women
perceive the city’s contemporary public realm, and how they perceive themselves
within it in terms of equal access to employment, available infrastructure, facilities
and safety. The second topic explores how the participants imagine and envision
the ‘ideal’ public realm, and the third topic studies how and where women

experience physical and perceptual boundaries in the public realm.

Participants were asked to make spatial and social observations of the area they
perceive to be the city centre and the elements within it. In order to ground their
observations, they were asked to relate their perception to their experiences
navigating within the centre and their daily commute. Through their narratives,
converging and diverging opinions and unique perspectives, a qualitative
description of Limassolian women’s place within the public realm has been
constructed. Three themes that seem intimately related in creating a narrative of
women’s experience in the public realm were the notion of centrality, or the ‘city
centre’, ‘employment conditions’, and ‘gender presence’. These three thematic
platforms helped women, firstly, to describe the centre geographically and
perceptually, and, secondly, since the public realm is intrinsically associated with
the workplace, participants entered discussions that would uncover biases,

prejudices and predispositions relating to their employment conditions.

The third theme relating to the public realm documented women’s viewpoint on how
the public realm is inhabited according to gender. The documenting and mapping of
gender presence in Heroon Square occurred in parallel and helped triangulate
women’s perceptions revealed via interviews, with actual conditions observed and
documented on-site. This theme ostensibly aimed to expose women’s perceptions
and possible misconceptions of how commercial sectors and areas of mixed use
were occupied by each gender according to times of day and days of the week, but
in fact, it provided nuanced associations of how social order is influenced by the
built environment. Questions and topics of discussion aimed to uncover areas of
preference, reconciliation, contention, localities of perceived or actual danger and

other qualitative characteristics.
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4.2 Spatial Descriptions of the Public Realm

The Centre of Limassol: the Core of the Public Realm

The participants were initially asked if they thought a city ought to have a place that
can be referred to as the centre. The purpose and generic nature of the opening
guestion aimed to put the participants at ease as well as to encourage them to
begin the process of envisioning the public realm. As expected, all participants
responded positively to the opening question, leading the way to the next set of
qguestions which called them to describe their image of the ideal city centre, what
services should it provide, etc. Gradually, almost imperceptibly, all women began
transitioning from describing their notion of how the public realm should be to how

they experience the public realm of Limassol.

‘[The city centre] has to be like a core that channels everything’ (Anthoulla,

response 2).

Vibrancy, human activity, notable buildings and formal open spaces were a common
theme, as well as the general notion that the public realm has to be a place that
provides opportunities for community interaction. When prompted to describe how
they imagine or understand the public realm of a city, all women described some
variation of a lively setting, with commercial activity, with buildings of civic and public
nature, with cafes and restaurants and with clear associations to places of work
(figure 4.1).

Municipal boundaries of
% commercial spaces in the city

% Areas of concentrated places of work
/. Areas of less concentrated places of work

Figure 4.1 The public realm

' Sketch by Anna Papadopoulou
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‘I would see it as a large square, with pedestrian ways around it, where
people can gather... how should [I] explain it: where the culture of the city is
centred, a point where cultural evidence is showcased, which addresses the
interests of old and young people alike. But not a small square — a large one.
| would see [the centre] as a neighbourhood in the form of a square. That’s

how | see it in my mind.’” (Nina, response 2).

Participants’ perceptions of Limassol's public realm were not always consistent:
where Tania, a lawyer in her fifties who works at the city centre and lives near the
A1, posited that the centre should be a place of ‘vibrant exchanges’, Dafni, who is in
her twenties and works as a legal clerk, used the word ‘hectic’ to describe the public
realm, suggesting certain negative emotions towards crowds and a fast pace of life.
Dafni’'s choice of words also indicates a desire for more intimate urban experiences

and the possibility of different levels of privacy within the city centre.

The participants also closely linked the public realm and the city centre to cultural
values and confirmed that Limassol’s city centre does provide such opportunities.
They expressed a desire and an understanding that the public realm is the space
that is articulated by cultural buildings, i.e. theatres, art spaces, galleries, and it is
also the space that provides amenities for more ephemeral, outdoor activities, like
parades, outdoor markets etc. Where Nina and other participants in their sixties
described the public realm in terms of its contribution to cultural activities, other
participants, who are in their forties, such as Chryso and Wilemnina felt it is
imperative for the public realm itself, as architecture and as urban space, to have
strong historical and cultural origins. Further to the link of cultural activities and
historic structures, Stavria considered the city’s centre in deeper cultural terms by
stating that a city centre’s historic core is a necessary component that traces ‘where

the city began’.

Limassolian women revealed a tendency to connect cultural heritage to historical
buildings and period buildings in general that are not of vernacular origins. This
attraction to formality in buildings also extends to formality in the design of public
open spaces. For the women of Limassol, historic qualities that are considered to be
of cultural importance are spatially translated to buildings of archaeological
significance, such as the medieval castle (Koulla) and the ruins of the ancient city of
Amathunda (Urania) in the western tip of the city, although the latter was not

referenced in the discussion of the public realm because of its physical distance
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from the modern-day city. Historic and cultural qualities were also identified by some
of the older participants in some more recent buildings that are both civic and
private, such as the District Administration Building on Anexaritsias Avenue
(Veronica) (Figure 4.2) and the Municipal Library on Agios Andreas Avenue (Rena)
(Figure 4.3), which had formerly been built as a private house — an urban palazzo —

in the early nineteenth century.

Figure 4.2 District Administration Building"

Participants indicated a strong preference for modernist practices of zoning and
separation of uses, as they responded negatively to the idea of residential spaces in
the city centre, seemingly unaware of the physical limits to employment access that
this imposes on them. It should be noted that the historic centre of Limassol of the
early twentieth century exhibited a significant number of neoclassical buildings
flanking commercial roads which were comprised of shops on the ground floor and
residences on the floors above (Figure 4.4). Some participants indirectly expressed
the opinion that this kind of spatial arrangement of urban uses is out-dated.
Currently, most of the formerly residential spaces above shops are either
abandoned or used as storage areas for the shops underneath. Although Yolanda

agreed that the centre must include residential spaces, when asked to be more

" Source: Christakis Sergides, Aepeodg, OvoréAews MéoTwpa [Limassol, Maturing a Wine-
city]
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specific, she described their ideal location as immediately adjacent to the perimeter
of the centre. Andrie was an exception to the notion of zoning as she responded
that the city centre most definitely must include housing, otherwise the centre would

be an ‘artificial’ space.

Figure 4.4 Shops on ground floor, residences on top floor"

Accessibility was a quality that was frequently discussed and participants’

responses exposed a phenomenon that became pervasive throughout the study:

" Archives of Nikos Nikolaides
" Ibid.
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women’s dependency on the private vehicle, where participants immediately
associated accessing the city with driving. Indeed, most women regarded the public
realm as a destination, rather than an inhabitable area. Participants who live at the
periphery of the centre, in the suburbs or surrounding villages, spoke of accessibility
in terms of how the public realm is accessed from their home, either in order to
reach the workplace (Figure 4.5) and other administrative services, or to visit shops,
restaurants and engage in leisure activities. However, accessibly in terms of how

women circulate within the city centre, was less frequently mentioned.

—— Heroon
Square

Figure 4.5 Map of the City of Limassol showing participants’ homes and places of
employment with respect to each other. The black squares locate the participants’ home and
the red dots locate their place of employment.”

Women’s relationship to the private car was one that presented several
incongruities that are discussed in later chapters. In spite of the prominent role of
the car in their daily lives, practically all participants considered pedestrianism and
walkability an important element of urban life. However, walkability was regarded as
an activity related to leisure rather than a functional element of their daily
experiences navigating from work to home. Nina, who regarded opportunities for
pedestrian circulation as the most important characteristic of an accessible city,

resented the fact that in order to benefit from walkable areas within the city’s public

¥ Drawn by Georgia Theokli. A larger version of the map is included in the Appendices.
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realm, she has to drive from her house to reach them. Similarly, Joanna considered
good transportation systems that allow individuals to access the public realm, just
as crucial to the quality of her urban experience as children’s playgrounds and

places of recreation.

Figure 4.6 Historic Centre, Mitella Street”

Most participants’ responses in locating the city centre converged on the area of
Anexartisias Avenue and Heroon Square (Figure 4.7) because these areas are
equally commercial as they are administrative. Being able to identify a city’s centre
or public realm, appears to be a key element in navigating the city. Other orientating
elements can be spatial, such as the coastal fronts or high buildings. However,
when prompted to identify the centre of Limassol, most participants did not mention
the coast or high buildings; instead they confidently located it within the city’s
historic core (Figure 4.6) which is peppered with late twentieth-century buildings in
an early twentieth century historic setting. The importance of being able to identify a
city centre in order to feel comfortable within a city was stressed by Fofo. She stated
that when she first moved to Limassol six years before, she felt unable to identify
the city centre and therefore felt distinctly isolated. This indicates that for her, spatial
elements such as the coastal front were less important than land use and urban
activity. Similarly, Helena and Aphrodite who grew up in Limassol in the 1990s when

the city was experiencing a significant wave fo development, identified Limassol as

I Archives of Nikos Nikolaides
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a city with not one distinct core, but as a multi-centred city, where their notion of
centrality was directly related to commercial and retail activity, suggesting that some
women consider the city centre primarily as an area of consumer interest and not as

a location where employment opportunities concentrate.

Locating Heroon Square as the city centre, as the core of the public realm, can be a
complicated matter because of the area’s layered history. Awareness of this
condition is apparent in some of the responses, such as those of Chryso who
described Heroon Square as an unsafe place because of its past use as the city’s
red-light district. However, when asked to discuss their feelings towards Heroon
Square, a number of women provided positive descriptions and indicated a

contrasting perception to that based on its past conditions.

‘[In] Heroon Square [...] was previously an infamous area, whereas now it
has developed around family, student, commercial and entertainment

activities’ (Wilemnina, response 8).

In practical terms, and as is noted by Xenia, the key agent in Heroon Square’s
revitalized state has been the Technical University and its acquisition of several
buildings in the area and the subsequent steady flow of the students. In spite of its
history as a red-light district, most participants identified the area around Heroon
Square as the centre of the city. It seems the square’s formal, rectangular form, as
well as its adjacency to the city’s most commercial avenue surpassed the area’s
uncomfortable past. In fact, Limassolian women’s preference towards formal public
areas is encountered on several occasions through the research. An exception to
the noted attraction to formal, organized public squares emerged from Tania whose
negative feelings about the square were not related to the area’s former notoriety,

but to the ‘colourless’ qualities of its form and design (response 20).

Participants’ affinity to formality was not limited to public squares. Although the
women who identified Heroon Square as the centre seem to perceive centrality as a
spatial, rectangular form, some also described locations as central by association
with certain landmark buildings, such as the medieval castle, the municipal market,
the District Administration Building, the Town Hall (Figure 4.8), the Courthouse, the
buildings of the Technical University etc. Implicit in their association of formality to
centrality is a sense that the public realm is dissimilar to the intimacy of domesticity

and, as such, women perceive it as subconsciously remote.
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Figure 4.7 Heroon Square"ii

Perceptions of centrality and gender presence related to it were diverse, but there
was a clear association of centrality with architectural formality and a pronounced
adherence to gender stereotypes. Centrality is associated with formal, rectangular
open spaces and monumental buildings, mostly from the neoclassical era, built
during colonial times. Women’s understanding of who the public realm is intended
for appears to be influenced more by stereotypes relating to the commercial and
retail nature of the public domain rather than the administrative or financial service
activities that dominate the buildings in the area. Women’s assumptions of the
public realm are guided by what they see going on outside the buildings’ envelope,

rather than what can be assumed to be the primary activities going on inside.

viii

Figure 4.8 Limassol Town Hall

"' Archives of Nikos Nikolaides
" Source: Christakis Sergides, Aepeodg, OvoTréAsw¢ MéoTwpa [Limassol, Maturing a Wine-

city
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Gender Presence in the Public Realm

The investigation of how women perceive their place in the public realm was
supported by an appraisal of how women assume gender inhabits public space.
Responses to the question of which gender is assumed to be more present in the
public realm revealed perceptions that are directly related to gender stereotypes as
these were discussed in chapters 1 and 3. These are centred around perceptions
that men are the breadwinners and the natural inhabitants of the public realm, i.e.
producers, and women are meant to be mothers, homemakers and consumers of

goods.®

Several participants believe that more women than men circulate in and around the
city centre, and the significance of this observation lies in the associations the
participants make relating women to particular uses and services offered by the
public realm. For instance, Chryso suggested there are more women than men
spending time as transients in public spaces since they are responsible for
transporting children to their daily activities. Andrie, Urania and others attributed
women’s presence in the public realm to women’s propensity to shop. In fact,
several women make a strong correlation between women and what Louisa referred
to as women’s ‘material culture’. Aphrodite further suggested that women are better
at sales, except when it comes to selling items that she believes are geared for the
male consumer, such as gadgets. These items, she said, are better sold by men
than women. She subsequently implied that since shops in the centre that sell such
items are fewer than shops that sell clothing, then one would expect to encounter

more women than men inhabiting the public realm.

Although some participants considered men and women to be present in the public
realm in more or less equal numbers, more interesting responses were those
extracted from those women who consider that greater numbers of men spend time
in public spaces than women. These were the participants who associate the public
realm with administrative and office activity, and who operate under the presumption
that more men than women are present in this arena. This assumption that the
gender or age group inhabiting an area is directly related to urban uses is further
supported by the statements of other women who believe the strongest social group
inhabiting the centre are young people and university students (of both sexes)
because of the number of buildings in the centre that are occupied by the Technical

University. Louisa and Tania were an exception to women who associated social
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presence with urban use, as they believed men tend to inhabit public spaces in

greater numbers because men seem to have more free time.

In conclusion, most participants regarded Limassol's centre as a vibrant,
commercial and cultural hub, just as a city centre ought to be. While women who
live in and around the centre discussed it in terms of liveability and walkability,
women who live further away considered it in less intimate term and described it as
a spatially formal place, not suitable for living, a place one can access and navigate
only by car. Opinions diverged when pondering which of the two genders is more
present in the public realm and responses seemed influenced by stereotypes, e.g.
women like to shop, men have more free time. If one assumes that stereotypes are
a product of social norms, then women’s appraisal of gender presence the public
realm is less influenced by personal observation and more swayed by social

conditioning.

4.3 Limassol’s Public Realm: Boundaries and Preferences

‘I always loved the old, romantic Limassol that | was able to experience in
beautiful times, with fairy tales at the cobblestoned pavements in the
evening, with jasmine necklaces we used to make, and strolls around
Gladstone’s Avenue to meet young men, but | love present-day Limassol as

well because it has truly become beautiful’ (Rena, response 34).

Although verbalizing spatial observations was a challenge to some participants,
their efforts were key to evaluating their urban experience. Their references to
spatial elements relating to the public realm were documented and coded in order to
provide a reading of how women understand and experience physical space.
Responses are separated into three groups. The first group includes elements
participants find positive and includes both elements that are currently present in
Limassol as well as those that participants assume would improve and enrich the
city and their personal experience. The second group includes physical elements of
the city that women experience as problematic in terms of liveability and aesthetics,
i.e. boundaries, with a special focus on issues of personal safety. The third group of
responses examines participants’ perception of how and why the city has changed

in recent years. In the course of this part of the investigation, participants were
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called to evaluate particular causalities related to the changing process of the public

realm related to the commercialization of domestic tasks.

Urban Preferences

In response to questions asking participants to indicate the desirable qualities of
urban spaces, good aesthetics was identified as an important issue, indicating that
the notion of beauty is an important factor in women’s appreciation for urban space.
Although words like ‘beauty’ and ‘aesthetics’ were used liberally to describe good
urbanism, no further narrative or definition of what subjectively or objectively
constitutes optimal urban spaces were offered by the participants. Through deeper
examination of the responses, however, two elements can be deduced as critical to
the participants’ understanding of beauty: green areas and the sea front. Indeed,
participants such as Wilemnina, Rena, Olia, Joanna and Annoulla located their
favourite spots in the city along the Mole. These preferences, i.e. proximity to the
seafront and access to green spaces appeared to be universal; they were not linked

to a specific age group, social background, or location of participants’ home.

Figure 4.9 Multifunctional Seaside Park (Mole)ix

The Mole is a linear park that runs for approximately one kilometre parallel to the
coastline and approximately eight hundred meters inwards, framing the city centre

on its southern edge (Figure 4.9). Strolling along the Mole has been a social activity

% Archives of Nikos Nikolaides
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for many generations of Limassolian men and women. Its recent redesign has
somewhat altered its physical form and appearance in an attempt to provide a more
contemporary architectural image, but it still attracts large numbers of people of all
ages. Its social importance among women is highlighted by Wilemnina’s views; she
considers Mole’s contemporary look as an improvement on its previous form. She
regards it as an ‘organized area of public benefit’, and goes further to say: ‘The
Mole is not as it was, a soulless promenade where Limassolians walked up and

down without meeting’ (response 8).

The Mole’s new design consists of more areas of green textures and some trees;
thus many participants refer to it as one of the few green, open areas in the city and
name it as a favourite location. The most significant feature of the Mole is not its
green presence, but its proximity to the sea. All women interviewed, whether native
Limassolians or not, noted how the sight of the sea is beneficial to their psyche.
Joanna described the sea as ‘calming’ (response 15), Koulla as ‘relaxing’ (response
16), whereas participant Urania, who also finds the view of the sea appealing, also

added another dimension to the question of which areas of the city she prefers:

‘| often go to the sea, coastally to Thalassaki [café], [and | walk] from the
Municipal Garden until the old port, [...] on the promenade, with my dog,
because | love the sea and | prefer to have my coffee by the coast rather
than somewhere else. [l also like to walk] in the area around the Castle [...]
and near Kitiou Kyprianou [street] where there are various cafes, because
this is the street where my grandmother’s house was and | love that area’

(Urania, response 29).

For Urania, the elements that make a location in the city attractive extend beyond
the component of aesthetics and relate to personal memories and place attachment.
This position is also supported by Helena, who relates notions of urban comfort to

conditions of familiarity.

The locations mentioned by the above participants are public, open spaces.
However, it seems that the jurisdiction of open spaces is not a concept that registers
in participants’ perception. Fofo, who has only moved to Limassol a few years ago,
identified the Limassol Marina (Figure 4.10) as a destination that she described as
‘well-designed for women and children’ (response 32). She considers it clean,

peaceful and protected, where she can comfortably walk around with a stroller. She
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referred to it as the first public place that offers all the aforementioned qualities, but
seems unaware that the Limassol Marina, which was partially completed and
opened to the public in 2014, is in fact a private venture of commercial and high-end
residential units. In fact, Fofo seemed oblivious to the signs entering the marina that

prohibit a number of outdoor activities such as dog-walking or eating (Figure 4.11).

i o A

Figure 4.10 Limassol Marina*

As discussed extensively in the literature, one of women’s most prominent
challenges in entering the workforce was the physical separation of the public and
the private sphere and the temporo-spatial boundary created by their need to
perform as homemaker and as an equal member of the employment industry.* For
the purposes of the research, accessibility and connectivity were evaluated as the
ability of the individual to access work locations and facilities offered by the city
centre in a time-efficient manner. Dafni lives in a mixed-use area near the centre
and Elisa lives in a village outside Limassol, they both listed the city centre’s
accessibility and connectivity as important elements for good urbanism, thus
acknowledging that distance can act as an urban boundary. They also maintained
that Limassol is an efficient city in that regard because distances are relatively small
and women can travel between home and work quite easily. In fact, time-efficiency
appears to supersede considerations of safety and pleasure in the process or

accessing services present in the public realm, thus revealing boundaries for

* Archives of Nikos Nikolaides
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women that are time- and space-defined, and are manifested by the separation of

the private and the public realm.

Figure 4.11 Marina Prohibitions™

In describing their preferences for an ‘ideal’ place to live, car ownership, car
dependency and pedestrianism were often included, though participants had
different ideas. On the one hand, women seemed content with their car dependency
and indifferent to the lack of public transport or indeed to the separation of public
and private spheres, but on the other hand, some participants discussed
pedestrianization of the city centre in almost romanticized terms. Narrow streets
were regarded as a spatial inconvenience, especially as it pertained to women with
babies. Participants would suggest that wider roads and more parking would make
the city more accessible and would improve their quality of life. At the same time
they described pedestrian streets as a way of claiming ownership to public spaces,
suggesting an acknowledgment that cars create an artificial distance and

impenetrable boundary between women and urban space.

Although there was an overall tendency to describe the ‘ideal’ city centre as one

with more open spaces that are green, that have better lighting, cleaner pavements

X Photo by Anna Papadopoulou
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and the occasional mention of better bicycling networks, participants Elisa, Olia and
Marcia added the issue of urban density. They described the liveability factor of the
city as a function of building density, where buildings ought to be kept to low heights,
smaller building volumes and overall lower densities. Thus, there seems to be little
awareness of how lower densities contribute to the physical distance between home

and work and the temporo-spatial boundary for women that is subsequently created.

It was not always easy to discern which of the participants’ positions on what a good
urbanism might be were related to gender and which were gender-neutral. Although
Urania is not a mother, she, Wilemnina, and Fofo specifically mentioned the needs
of a mother that have to be accommodated and brought up issues such as safety,
dimensions of pavements for strollers, but overall, participants’ preferences for
urban spaces and recommendations for improvements were not specifically related
to womanhood. This suggests that women are not disposed to considering their
needs as women, but rather as citizens, thus ignoring the possibility that their needs

and desires might be different to those of men.

Spatial Boundaries and Urban Deficiencies

Participants frequently commented on the lack of green space (Aphrodite, Zena and
Wilemnina) as an important deficiency that significantly diminishes women’s
enjoyment of the city. On almost all occasions that the lack of green space was
addressed, it was coupled with another infrastructural inadequacy, such as the
scarcity of pavements and their insufficient dimensions, lack of well-networked
cycling routes, lack of squares of other gathering points in the public realm and lack
of playgrounds. Specifically, Zena and Aphrodite both spoke of the need for urban
green space as though it was an entity that transcends conventional urban elements
such as infrastructure. There needs to be green that you can ‘feel’, said Zena in
response 10. Nina who also noted the lack of adequate green spaces in Limassol’s
public realm, further suggested that parks and playgrounds are more important than
services. In general, the women who noted the absence of green were women who

spent time in northern countries, either for studies or for other personal reasons.
Women’s preoccupation with green space as seen from the interviews can be

viewed in the context of women’s broader connections to nature that are

encountered in essentialist or materialist theories, such as in the work of Grosz and
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Merchant respectively.® On a less theoretical framework, women’s concern for the
presence of urban green space and environmental processes in general have been
documented and discussed by Gould and Hosey, Vale, and others.® In fact, Gould
and Hosey make reference to a number of polls indicating that women rate the
environment as a priority during political elections; more women than men are likely
to volunteer or give money to environmental causes; and more women tend to
support government spending for the environment and are less lenient towards

corporate and industrial regulations that pertain to environmental protection.’

Furthermore, Wilemnina linked the lack of green space to a lack of open spaces that
would invite community gatherings and then associated community needs with

those of the family unit and with the need for children’s playgrounds.

‘[In other countries] wherever there are families gathering there is usually a
corner that satisfies the needs of children. Children’s needs are completely

marginalized in Limassol’ (response 8).

The lack of facilities for children was linked to a deeper problem experienced by
several working women who are caretakers. On some occasions, even participants
who were not primary caregivers for young children, also made similar observations.
Fofo, Wilemnina, Urania and Chryso indicated that not only are several pavements
in and around the city centre of insufficient dimensions for women who carry their
children in prams, but Ariana and Nina further stated that the city’s spatial setup is
not conducive to taking care of their elderly family members, who are consequently
isolated in their homes. This was especially challenging for Ariana, as her elderly
parents live in an area of the city centre where pavement dimensions are
particularly lacking. Zena and Helena observed that pavement dimensions seem to
be in constant conflict with street trees. To that end, Helena appeared quite willing
to forgo privately owned land for the sake of creating spaces for public green space,

thus reinforcing women'’s strong positive feelings towards urban green space.

A spatial boundary perceived by some participants (Louisa, Dafni, Zena, Nina, Olia,
Koulla and Georgia) was a deficiency in parking facilities. This observation was not
linked to a particular age group or social background, indicating the pervasiveness
of the phenomenon. The perspective offered by the participants who rate parking as
a major hindrance in their urban experience is yet another indication of the

dependency of Cypriots on personal transportation and it further supports the
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hypothesis that for many Limassolian women, the public realm is physically
separated from the private realm. However, prioritizing parking facilities instead of
focussing on the actual spatial issue at hand, which is the separation of the public
and private spheres, confirms women’s lack of awareness in the pervasiveness of

boundaries that hinder their urban experience.

Conflict is observed when considering that women, on the one hand, feel the public
realm requires more parking spaces, but, on the other hand seem resentful of the
presence of cars. Conflicting perceptions of the private car are also encountered in
the responses of participants Louisa, Dafni, and Zena, who, in addition to Wilemnina,
loli and Anthoulla felt justified in avoiding the public realm as much as possible
because of frequent traffic congestion. loli was particularly resentful of the fact that
although she lives in the centre, she needs to have a car in order to access facilities
and services she requires almost on a daily basis. She, unlike almost all other

participants, does not have a driver’s licence.

‘] still do not drive and [...] it is impossible for me to move and to be
accommodated in an essential way in the city. This is not related to gender,
rather it is a minority, a marginalized minority of people who do not drive,

and this is another problem’ (loli, response 35).

Although it would be reasonable to associate issues of car dependency with
criticism of public transportation, this association was not generally made explicit by
some women. This observation leads to the assumption that Limassolian women
are not aware of their rights as equal members of the community to assert that the
state provides them with means and time-efficient alternatives of accessing the city
centre as part of their daily commute. This reveals urban boundaries for women that
are more strongly perceptual than they are spatial, because women’s lack of
awareness hinders them from pursuing appropriate alternatives. Panagiota, Barbara,
Dafni and Koulla were an exception, as these women did discuss the inadequacy of
public transportation in terms of how it negatively impacted the quality of life of the
elderly members of the community. Barbara included teenagers and younger people

in the demographic that is severely hindered in their mobility by this situation.
As in the case of public transport, another spatial boundary presents a profound
perceptual component. Limassolian women do not regard the adequacy of public

toilets as a civic right and seem unaware that the lack of public toilets constitutes a
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boundary in inhabiting the public realm. Also paradoxically, all participants agreed to
their inadequacy although most confessed that either they have never used public
toilets in Limassol, or have done so extremely rarely (Chryso). Urania openly
admitted that although she has never visited public toilets in Cyprus, she was fairly
certain that they are dirty and disgusting and indeed most other women were quick
to criticize their poor state without realizing the conflict of criticizing something you
claim to have not experienced. Urania was also fairly certain that there are no baby-

changing facilities in Limassol’s public toilets.

The importance of women’s access to public toilet facilities in terms of spatial and
urban democracy cannot be understated. Kitchen and Law, cited by Greed, argue
that people’s experience and journeys within the city are spatially constrained by
how often they need to use the toilet.® Indeed, accessibility to adequate public
toilets constitutes a key component for sustainable, equitable and inclusive cities.’
Women’s access to public toilets is not only a civic fundamental right, but as
Wrigley-Asante suggests, cited in Greed, the absence of adequate facilities restricts
women’s participation and subsequent contribution to the economy and to urban

development at large.™

Olia suggests that the most important problem in Limassol is not the lack of parking
spaces or insufficient areas of green space, but the abundance of tall buildings. Her
response points to a romanticized image of the city in older times where buildings
were up to three storeys high and the urban fabric was not as dense. Olia’s dislike
could also indicate a broader feeling of uneasiness in the (perceived) male-
dominated public realm. She also linked the older spatial image of the city with
social values from the past by suggesting that this form of urban densification has

brought on unwelcome conditions of social isolation:

‘[Limassol] has been spoiled because we have become filled with tall
buildings and apartment blocks; we are becoming like Nicosia, where no one
cares for one another. We used to come out of the house and speak to

others; now you see no one’ (Olia, response 93).

Panagiota, Fofo and Joanna asserted that certain urban uses and poor
infrastructural decisions have created dysfunctional conditions within the city.
Panagiota related what she referred to as the city centre’s untidiness to a lack of

adequate zoning, thus suggesting that zoning and separation of uses is a positive
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attribute in urban design and not one that reinforces boundaries and isolation of
women from areas of potential employment. Fofo seemed more spatially aware in
her description of poor infrastructural conditions. By attributing the proximity of the
motorway to the centre and its dissecting of the entire city into two segments as a
distinctly negative factor, she exhibited a clearer understanding of the
consequences of physical separation and enclosure, although she did not seem

aware of how this condition might disadvantage women more than men.

Personal Safety

Women’s safety and urban boundaries associated with it was less described as a
consequence of poor lighting and more as a function of criminality due to social
segregation, i.e. the majority of women perceived areas where mostly foreign men
gather as being unsafe for women. Most women failed to see a connection between

poorly lit streets and their personal safety, apart from Quinn and Wilemnina:

‘There are areas | would avoid as a matter of safety, but not because they
have a poor reputation, but because of poor lighting, meaning it's something
that | have observed that disturbs me as an individual because | don’t like to
walk in a city at night where the street lights remind of the Middle Ages’

(Wilemnina, response 19).

Although women were clear in assigning culpability for poor lighting to ineffective
governance, their other concern regarding their personal safety in areas where
immigrant men seem to congregate remains more elusive. Quinn, Stavria and
Anthoulla were particularly vocal regarding their personal safety and the recent
influx of immigrants inhabiting the centre of Limassol. The presence of immigrant
men in certain areas made them feel threatened and vulnerable. The discussion of
safety and street lighting also led to an acknowledgment that travelling by car
practically eliminates threats to the participants’ physical safety. This exposes yet
again Limassolian women’s dependency on private vehicles, a fact of which all
participants seemed keenly aware, but not entirely displeased with. The discussion
on safety also exposed the condition in certain areas of the city where women on

foot disappear after sundown and only approach these areas at night by car.
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A unique voice among the participants spoke of feeling unsafe a from different
perspective. Similar to Rose’s theory of the masculine gaze and how it creates
uncomfortable power implications in experiencing space,'’ Rena described her early
experiences in Limassol's public realm as experiences of isolation and unease as
men would stare at her as though she was ‘a piece of meat’. Occasionally men
would go beyond staring, and they would try to stop her to strike up conversation.
This, she said, made her feel increasingly unsafe to walk around the centre alone,

especially after sunset:

‘Cycling around Limassol when | first arrived [from Greece] with blond hair
[was difficult] so at some point | coloured it darker so that | would blend in

more’ (Fofo, response 12).

Although Fofo states that this distinct feeling of discomfort due to the masculine
gaze has practically dissipated in recent years, she argues that her experiences
were not isolated and that there were other Greek women in her workplace who
shared similar experiences. In an attempt to reach a more complete picture of
Fofo’s narrative, two other Greek women, Andrie and loli, who work in the same
office space as Fofo, were interviewed. Out of the two, loli, mentioned feeling
unsafe until a few years ago, but her descriptions were not as pointed. A Cypriot
national, Anthoulla, also remarked that the presence of men around the Mole in the

past had made her feel unsafe, but she did not elaborate as much as Fofo.

Fofo alluded to race as well as gender as the culprit for the conditions that made her
the target of these uncomfortable experiences. The complex layers of interaction
between gender and race in the public arena is further exposed through the
interviews with Anthoulla, Quinn and Georgia. When asked why they feel unsafe is
certain areas in the centre, they attributed the cause to the presence of male
immigrants. Since Cyprus’ accession to the European Union in 2004, there has
been a marked increase of immigrant workers from Eastern Europe entering the

country.

Eastern European men tend to gather in public places after the working day and on
weekends, presumably taking advantage of the reliable weather in Cyprus. They
tend to gather in informal spaces in and around the city centre, such as underused
wide pavements or empty lots. They generally prefer to gather near convenience

shops where they can purchase beer and cigarettes, especially if the convenience
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shops are owned by fellow countrymen. As was apparent from the interviews, their
presence makes some Limassolian women feel uncomfortable. Although Olia
posited that true Limassolians do not make distinctions according to class, it is
interesting to note that participants’ fears of immigrant men is in some cases as

much a class issue as it is a racial one.

A profound gap in awareness linked with intertwining conditions between class and
race is expressed in observations by loli and Panagiota who state in negative terms
that on Sundays, public spaces in the centre of the city are taken over by immigrant
women from South and South-East Asia who come to Cyprus to work as domestic
help. Lack of awareness accounts for the hesitation of Limassolian women in linking
the presence of Asian women in Cyprus to a direct consequence of their own entry
into the workforce. Since Limassolian working women have less time available to
fulfil their domestic responsibilities, domestic help is hired to compensate for that
need, making these women’s presence in Limassol imperative in improving

Limassolian women’s quality of life.

The undertones of Panagiota’s statement were suggestive of racism and elitism.

While complementing the city’s rejuvenation project of the Mole, she states:

‘You used to go to the Mole which until recently, on Sundays, sorry to say it
was filled with immigrant women, and now you go and you are truly stunned
because it is filled with ‘our’ families with their children, their bikes, roller
skates and people are happy with what Limassol has to offer’ (Panagiota,

response 16).

Consequently, the phenomenon of immigrant women inhabiting public spaces on
weekends is regarded by some participants as an element that displaces local
families, as a threat, but not in the way posed by male immigrants. So, under certain
circumstances, some women's presence in the city can create a boundary from the
perspective of other women who would not wish to associate with them owing to

class or cultural divides.

Changes in the Public Realm and Commercializing Domesticity
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During the interview, participants were asked to respond on how, or indeed if, the
public realm has been impacted by women’s entry into the workforce. Participants
admitted that this was not an issue they had ever considered before and some
needed a little encouragement in order to formulate an opinion. It was suggested to
the participants that since working women had less time at home, and commuting
to work is a time-consuming condition because of the physical separation of home
and work, certain tasks that were formerly considered domestic now have to be
relegated and transferred to the commercial public realm.’? Such commercial uses

include dry-cleaning services, childcare facilities and eateries.

When prompted to evaluate women’s impact on the public realm, several
participants including Tania either played down the influence of women or isolated
their contribution to aesthetics. She agreed that the city had changed, but was
initially reluctant to commit to the notion that women’s entry into the workforce was
the main impetus for urban changes and transformations. When challenged to

consider the ways in which this change was manifested she said:

‘Of course Limassol has changed, but | don’t think this is attributed to the
[increased] presence of women [in the public realm]. [Urban] evolution
implies the presence of more women. [...] Definitely though a female
presence | believe always has positive things to offer, for instance, the
woman provides higher aesthetics, she is sensitive to certain issues’

(response 28).

However, upon hearing about the phenomenon of commercializing domesticity and

transference of domestic tasks, Tania said:

‘I hadn’t thought of it that way, [...] it does have to do with the fact that when
a woman works, when will she have time to cook? Or to... Yes, | agree’

(response 29).

As participants initially agreed with the suggestion of the phenomenon of the
commercialization of domesticity, they subsequently began to consider more closely
how the city has changed in recent years. Marcia added that the transference of
domestic tasks is but one factor of urban change brought on by working women,
and suggested that working women having more money to spend on services such

as shops, hair salons and beauticians gave a boost to commercial retail services.
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Anthoulla agreed that increased commercial activity has been present in the public
realm as a result of women being employed, but suggested uses that are geared to
both genders, rather than just women. Such uses include gyms, cafes and

supermarkets, the latter being frequented mostly by women.

Fofo posited that this change brought on by commercializing domesticity has helped
improve women’s urban experience and Elisa further suggested that this
subsequent increase in commercial activity has, in fact, offered more employment
opportunities for women. Chryso addressed the issue of necessity and choice, by
suggesting that commercializing domesticity is not a consequence of working
women having less time at home, but a choice they make to forgo some of their
domestic responsibilities and to delegate them to others. She further suggested that
women choosing to delegate these tasks to commercial establishments in the public

realm has brought on a positive vibrancy to the city in recent years.

Women’s hesitation to accept their role as active agents in the public realm was
apparent throughout many of the interviews. Although Yolanda, Tania, Stavria, and
others agreed on the validity of the phenomenon of commercializing domesticity as
a means of creating urban changes, some participants were less enthusiastic, not
only regarding the issue of task transference, but urban change in general. Veronica
and Joanna stated clearly that they do not believe that women have had a
significant impact in urban processes and they attribute spatial changes in Limassol
to a general response to global socioeconomic progress. Joanna also maintained
that should the transference phenomenon be accepted as an agent of urban change,
then it must be noted that the changes put forth are not necessarily positive ones.
Rena asserts that the reason for the commercial activity that offers services for
formerly domestic activities is society’s growing idleness, indicating strong

adherence to gender stereotypes and patriarchal standards:

‘We want everything quickly and immediately and people do not want to put
in the effort. [...] | think [women] waste a lot of time [...] in front of computers
and cell phones and whatever else, and this is time they could have better
dedicated [...] in feeling the pleasure that for instance | feel when | iron my
husband’s shirt because I'm doing something for the man | love. If | don’t put
joy and enthusiasm in my [domestic] work, | will not want to do it' (Rena,

response 30).
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Some participants, such as Fofo and Panagiota, appeared aware that women’s
dreams of leaving the centre and acquiring a single-family house in the suburbs has
brought on spatial changes in the city. Other participants were able to articulate
changes in Limassol’'s public realm by contrasting it with the private realm. However,
Panagiota was also able to attribute suburban growth to the interests of the political
and economic elite, and further posited that the way in which suburbs have
developed in Limassol has brought on secondary, informal service centres that

ultimately weaken the physical definition of the existing city centre.

Fofo noted a particular change in the public realm, but she did not link it to women’s
entry into the workforce. She suggested that the influx of Limassolians towards the
suburbs has been responsible for the declining conditions in the city centre that she
first observed when she moved to the city approximately six years before. She
described the centre when she first arrived as empty and deserted and said she felt
like a ghost moving around the streets. She felt lonely, isolated and distressed. She
further stated that the centre had improved considerably in recent years because of

increased commercial activity and activity originating from the university facilities.

The importance of the emergence of a new class of women tasked with
compensating for Limassolian working women’s shortage of time at home and their
impact in the city was noted by only by loli. Although, loli was not able to identify
spatial or specific changes brought on by the women from South and South-East
Asia, she did observe that their presence, especially on Sundays, has activated
certain areas within the public realm. Consequently, according to loli, the women
who have most likely impacted public urban spaces in recent years have been
immigrants. She observed that the majority of women utilizing and inhabiting public
spaces in the city centre are immigrant women and other transient residents of the

city, particularly on Sundays when most have their day off.

In conclusion, in examining how Limassolian working women consider the public
realm by evaluating its spatial, cultural and social significance, the research results
have shown that participants regard it as a physical and historical orientating device.
The city centre represents the material centre of the city’s origin, from where the city
grew in its current semi-circular radial form, where one can observe evidence of its
historicity through formal, public buildings, some of which are neoclassical, colonial
or modernist in style. Beyond this somewhat gender-neutral observation, women’s

relationship with the public realm seems coloured by patriarchal norms. Women
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seem to associate commercial activity and retail shopping with women’s propensity
to shop and they prefer that residential areas are far from zones of employment
concentration or commercial activity. The latter point reinforces the notion that the
physical separation of the public arena from areas of domesticity serves to

accommodate working men by keeping women at home.™

Boundaries to their urban experience based on their narratives focus on spatial
issues such as lack of parking spaces, shortage of urban green space, poorly lit
streets and inadequate pavement dimensions. There seems to be a lack of
awareness of the fact that should the city provide more parking spaces, cars would
become more pervasive, thus perpetuating the temporo-spatial boundary between
home and work. In fact, the aforementioned boundary created by women’s dual role
as homemaker and member of the labour force was not regarded by any of the
participants as hindering their urban experience, indicating a resignation to the

status quo.

The women who were interviewed did not seem aware of their potential role as
active agents in the urban process. They seemed unaware that their entry into the
labour market has brought on changes in the public realm such as the
commercialization of domestic tasks. More importantly, they seemed passive to the
fact that municipal and state authorities are obliged to provide for women (equal)
infrastructural elements such as public toilets as explained earlier in the chapter.
Thus, it can be concluded that women’s experience in the public realm is largely
bounded by their own neutrality on boundaries imposed on them by patriarchal and

societal norms.

4.4 Relationships within the Public Realm

In an attempt to define women'’s relationship to the public realm four aspects were
investigated: women’s needs as they pertain to the public realm, their experience as
members of the paid workforce, the significance of volunteerism, and women’s
opinion on their ability — as women — to manage the city in order to improve their
quality of life. Not all aspects listed above can be evaluated in terms of boundaries
or opportunities, but some provide useful perspectives on women’s everyday
experiences in navigating relationships between home and work, e.g. women’s

perspective on their everyday needs and on employment, while others express
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culturally-derived outlooks on women and the city, e.g. volunteerism and municipal
housekeeping. Investigation of these four aspects of women’s relationship with the
public realm confirmed participants’ contradicting perceptions on issues of their

spatial and social rights.

Women’s Needs

Spatial equality in the city between men and women requires that women should
have the same access to facilities and opportunities as men.™ Facilities and
opportunities can be both spatial and infrastructural. Conditions in public spaces
should be such that women enjoy safety at all hours of the day, i.e. sufficient street
lighting is essential. Additionally, pavement dimensions should be adequate so that
women who accompany young children or other dependants can move round the
city freely. Public toilets that are kept to an adequate level of hygiene are also
essential.” In terms of infrastructure, public transportation is essential in offering
women of all economic backgrounds easier and safer commutes. Such facilities
include more frequent stops, and locating stops and stations nearer to areas of
constant activity such as convenience stores.'® Other infrastructural facilities include

women-focussed services such as childcare and violence protection."’

Consistent with earlier observations regarding women’s boundaries brought on by
their lack of awareness of the state’s obligation to provide equal facilities within the
public realm, the majority of participants were unable to respond to further questions
asking what services, amenities and facilities should be provided for women.
Additionally, they were not able to differentiate their own specific needs from those
services and facilities required by the general public. Even participants such as Olia,
Marcia, Panagiota and Yolanda who readily stated they believed the municipal
authorities did not consider their needs as women and who were simultaneously
resentful of the lack of consideration afforded them by the municipal authorities, at
the same time were largely unable to express what these needs are. Exceptions are

discussed below.
The lack of adequate pavement space was discussed by a number of participants,

including participant Urania, Anthoulla, Wilemnina and loli. Urania offered the

following, nuanced response:
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‘It's as if the city is designed for men, even if women are compelled to inhabit
spaces too... there is not particular in what women’s needs are and how
they can be met. That's how | feel, without meaning to sound racist,
[suggesting] that men do not push baby prams too. [...] The same for
handicapped people. There seems to be no special provision for them’

(Urania, response 21).

The need for pavements that are sufficient in size and accessibility appeared
through a different lens in participant Anthoulla’s response 11: [The municipality]
has made large pavements in some streets, making existing roads narrower, and in
other streets there are hardly any pavements at all. She went on to note how
Limassolian drivers consistently park their car with two side wheels on the
pavement. This type of parking is not only illegal but it makes narrow pavements
effectively become even narrower. Her internal conflict about streets that prioritize
cars over pedestrians became apparent through her response. Her response was
also an acknowledgment of the role that municipal authorities play in regulating the

conditions of liveability of Limassol.

Joanna offered an example of poor aesthetic decisions made by the authorities as
evidence of their negligence and cited a particular urban project that she felt
disregards the community’s sense of beauty. It is inferred here that Joanna was
expressing resentment for the lack of voice women and other citizens have in
decisions on public developments, rather than expressing an understanding of

women’s urban needs.

Oppositely, women who did not share the opinion that municipal authorities are
inconsiderate of women’s needs, offered responses that ranged from making a
tentative comment on whether needs are met (Koulla), a certainly that women and
men have identical urban needs (Ariana), to a confidence that authorities do indeed
consider women’s needs when designing and maintaining the public realm (Agathi

and Annoulla).

In discussing women’s urban needs, a general sense of mistrust towards the
authorities emerged. Helena, who was also unable to express a difference between
amenities offered to men and women, was critical of the authorities’ soundness of

judgement for a lack of long-term consideration of the community’s needs:
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‘I just assumed that at any time for a project to be completed or for a
decision to be taken, most of the time what became represented were the
given facts of a given time, that might soon shift. Particularly in today’s
current affairs. So, | believe there should be long-term planning that covers
needs not only as they exist today, but as they might transpire in the future’

(Helena, response 42).

As discussed in previous sections, an important facility the public sphere should
offer all citizens is public toilets. In much the same way as a building, public or
private, cannot be complete without a toilet, the city must provide places to
comfortably accommodate this basic human need. People’s urban experience is
spatially restricted by how often they have to use the toilet, and absence of
adequate toilets restricts women’s participation in the public realm, as well as their

employment potential.'®

However, none of the participants considered this factor in
the course of discussing their needs as women and as citizens of Limassol. When
asked if they have ever visited Limassol’'s public toilets, and in particular the ones in
the city centre, their response was unanimously negative, referring to them as dirty
and disgusting. When asked if they think there should be an equal numbers of stalls
for men as for women, all women agreed that the number should be the same.
Upon suggesting that women take longer in the toilet and have different spatial
requirements than men, hence the usual occurrence of long queues outside
women’s (indoor) public toilets in contrast to those of men, all women agreed that
there should indeed be more stalls for women than for men. The findings regarding
the adequacy and efficiency of public toilets confirm the gap in awareness of needs

provided by the public realm.

As Annoulla suggested, the city ought to provide more opportunities for outdoor
recreation such as (free) outdoor gyms; another participant, Nina, was the only one
who proposed a particular urban use that responds to her perception of what would
improve women’s urban experience. She proposed coffee shops for women. In the
midst of a bustling administrative and commercial centre, where Euro-American
franchise coffee shops attract mainly younger crowds of both genders, there still
remain a few traditional coffee shops for men, middle-aged and older. The coffee
shops are modelled after the male-dominated coffee shops that were an integral
part of village life. As Nina began talking about the coffee shop in the city centre,

she quickly transitioned to other uses and needs beyond the centre:
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‘A coffee shop for women, not a politically-oriented one, and not just one; in
neighbourhoods, in the suburbs, in order to offer women past a certain age
[a place to socialize]. There is one located in the old hospital which
sometimes works, sometimes not, but there needs to be decentralisation.

People need to consider the suburbs’ (Nina, response 56).

Nina continued to say:

‘There needs to a way to gather women — housewives — in their spare time,
to occupy themselves with something creative. Especially now with the crisis,
[women] should offer services to fellow citizens. Social work and

volunteerism’ (Nina, response 56).

Interestingly, Nina brought up volunteerism while discussing how the city has been
impacted by women’s entry into the workforce and what the city should offer to
women. Volunteerism, however, which is discussed later on in the chapter, is a
practice by which the city actually benefits from women and not the reverse, as is
suggested by Nina. Nina’s attitude is further indicative of women’s subconscious

inability to claim physical and metaphorical space in the city.

Employment

Women’s perceptions of employment conditions are important because they provide
information on two levels: firstly, these perceptions offer an alternative view of
women’s experience in the public realm by considering their experience from the
inside of an institutional environment, and secondly, they provide knowledge on
social conditions that are formative towards the evolving dual gender role of
homemaker and working woman. Although the issue of gender equality in the public
arena served as the threshold to discuss conditions of employment, the
conversation gradually revealed valuable insights on women’s connection to the

public realm beyond a spatial understanding.

Since in the context of the research there is an implicit connection between the
public realm and the workforce — a fact that is reinforced by the maijority of
geographical locations of the participants’ workplaces — it becomes important to

extract information on how women experience the public realm as inhabitants of
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interior spaces. All but two of the women interviewed work in and around the city
centre, while three work on the periphery of the centre, at a radius of approximately
five kilometres. At the beginning of each interview, the location of the participant’s
home and workplace was established. In the case of women who have retired from
the workforce, the location of their last place of employment was noted. The type of
work each woman was involved in was usually revealed in the course of the

interview.

The most intriguing element in women’s narrative about conditions in the workplace
was the distinct contradiction in their perception of equality and the way this
perception is described. The contradiction was revealed as the participant was
prompted to reconsider her perception of how municipal authorities evaluate needs
and to what degree they consider the particular requirements of women in the
spaces of the public realm. Participants mostly felt there was equality in the
workforce but when asked to comment if their needs as women in the public realm

were met by municipal authorities, most responded negatively.

This contradiction was highlighted by Annoulla, Elisa, Georgia and others, who
instinctively responded that working conditions are indeed fair and equal and that
men and women receive equal opportunities when it comes to employment and
promotion. Annoulla was positive on equality prevailing in the workforce, but when
faced with a specific question on equality and women’s needs being met by
municipal authorities, she withdrew her previous response because she suddenly
became aware of inconsistencies in her original assumption of equality. Elisa went
on to admit that there are not nearly as many women as there are men in high-level
administrative positions in municipalities and in the public section in general and
believes that city management should not be a matter of gender, but a matter of
competence and ability. In the same breath, however, she contended that a woman
is capable of more complex thinking than her male counterpart. A more direct
contradiction which indicates a deeper deficiency in grasping the essence of
equality was encountered in the response of Quinn, who although was certain of
conditions of equality in the workplace, in responding to a later question, she
pointed out that she believes women indeed earn far less than their male

counterparts.

Further contradictions were revealed when some women discussed entering the

labour force and the effect this phenomenon has on the traditional nuclear family.
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This position further revealed a certain resistance to social progress. Although most
participants spoke enthusiastically about women’s entry and presence in the
workforce, citing financial independence and a stronger image of self-worth as the
main advantages, Olia was particularly concerned that the advent of the working
woman was the impetus for the disintegration of the nuclear family. She further
equated women’s employment and newfound social and spatial mobility with a
modernity that carries as many dangers as it does benefits. The concept of
modernity appears in yet another participant’'s vocabulary, as she makes a direct
link between a state of modernity and conditions of equality for women. Chryso
addressed questions on equal conditions in the public realm and in the workplace in
particular, by attacking the issue head-on: she regards modernity and equality as
Illusive notions understood by neither men nor women, and that women in particular

seem to be feeding a false perception of equality:

‘[Stereotypes] have indeed shifted but not as much as we think, | believe. By
that | mean, as much as we wish to pretend that we are independent and
that we have equal rights, the woman always carries a heavier weight of

responsibility’ (Chryso, response 36).

Oppositely, Tania spoke of an overwhelming percentage of women in her field of

employment:

‘Look, at least in my field of work, there has been an invasion of women. |
assume there is a large number of women who dare to open [legal] firms, so

there is an intense presence in the profession’ (Tania, response 14).

This conflicting position between women’s desire to be regarded as equal members
of society but at the same time trying to remain loyal to social norms that dictate a
certain image of family life is underpinned by the strict spatial and social structures
that define home and work. These structures go beyond the physical separation
between the public and private arenas of the city and extend into architectural styles
and housing patterns of suburban living that reinforce patriarchal form and
household organization. '° Limassolian women’s relation to restrictive social
structures as described above, is not only implicitly supported by urban form, but is
apparent throughout the interviews. There were occasions when such social
structures were described explicitly. Andrie, a Greek national, recounted an

experience at the workplace when she and other women had requested special
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sanitary facilities and were met with resistance. She believes this is a result of

Cyprus society being what she describes as ‘traditional’.

‘[...] a very small and silly example let's say, we had a discussion whether or
not there should be special bins for sanitary towels and what kind of signage
would be required for the bins [...] and the entire conversation here at the
university was framed — but not explicitly stated — that this is something
infectious, problematic, because of what was suggested that the signage

should be’ (Andrie, response 28).

Andrie used this example to support her argument that women’s role in Cyprus
societal structure is still limited by conservative conventions, in spite of their entry
into the workforce and the ability this has afforded them to be more mobile in the
public realm. The deeper significance of this observation by Andrie is that women’s
place within social order is still regulated by male priorities. This condition is a
consequence not only of adherence to patriarchal traditions, but it is related to the
fact that men have been dominant in the public realm for many generations before

women’s entry into the labour market.

Volunteerism

While all participants have been women who are currently engaged in paid labour,
or are recently retired, and regard their self-worth to be intrinsically related to their
ability to generate an income, three participants associated their self-worth and that
of women in general, to non-paid labour. In the book, How Women Saved the City,
Spain explores women’s contribution to urban development through their presence
in the public arenas by participating in volunteer activities at the turn of the twentieth
century.® Since at that time, equal access to employment was not as easily
attainable for women, undertaking volunteer services was a means of participating
in the public realm. Although volunteerism was not a topic originally intended to be
investigated, its mention by several of the participants, in combination with Spain’s

book, triggered an avenue of exploration.

An important distinction between Spain’s descriptions of women’s contribution to
urban development in the United States and the impact of Limassolian women’s

volunteerism in the city must be made. Spain argues that women volunteers
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became necessary in cities like New York, Chicago and Boston, because of a high
influx of city newcomers, such as single working women, European immigrants and
black migrants, and consequently, volunteer activities provided middle- and upper-
class women an active role in spaces they occupied for the first time.?" Such spaces
included boarding houses, vocational schools, hotels for transients, playgrounds
and public baths.?? In the case of Limassol, whose rapid urbanization occurred at
the beginning of the colonial period, i.e. in the twentieth century, the demographic
profile was quite different because of the relatively small population in Cyprus. This
enabled tight-knit communities between the urban and rural scene, so that
newcomers to the city would be looked after by family members until they were able
to build or buy their own home. Additionally, patriarchal structures inhibited the

occurrence of a significant number of single working women moving to the city.??

According to Persianis, volunteerism was a prominent activity among Limassolian
women, particularly until women began entering the paid workforce in greater
numbers during the third quarter of the century.?* Although not explicitly stated in
the literature, Limassolian women’s volunteering initiatives at the beginning of the
twentieth century, was a means of escaping the private realm of domesticity in
search of activities that would provide self-worth and the opportunity to socialize
with one’s peers. The former point is validated by the opinions of participants Xenia,
Rena and Nina, who regarded modern-day volunteering not as a means to occupy
free time, but as a way to establish dignity and esteem by contributing to the greater

good.

Suggesting support of Spain’s position that one of the ways in which gender
relations have impacted the city is through volunteerism, the Limassolian women
who brought up the subject did so in response to a question on how have women
impacted urban processes and how has the city facilitated working women. The
three women exhibited nuanced differences in their outlook on volunteerism. In
reference to volunteerism and the city, Xenia clearly connected a charitable woman

to a woman who contributes to the city in general. She states:

‘Only a woman who is interested [in volunteerism] will care for the city, for
growth and development. [...] This is what | believe. | am in favour of charity
causes. | am part of such an organization that offers to the community’

(Response 27).
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The vague way in which Rena elaborated her opinion of volunteerism suggests that
social norms imply that good citizens and even good wives, should have some
involvement in volunteerism. Rena responded to the question about women’s
contribution to the city in non-specific terms, initially by making reference to women
she had worked with, and then transitioned to women’s capacity to contribute to the
community through quiet, unrecognized work. She said she participates in volunteer
work but did not specify how, and believes that volunteerism is not related to gender,

but to good character. She said:

‘For sure a woman can offer a lot, and I've had the good fortune to
collaborate beyond the scope of my work [with women] in various
[charitable] groups and organizations and | saw women who worked for no
salary and no praise [...]. And | have seen many women whom | admired

and | consider examples in my life’ (response 21).

Nina’s response was more discrete in her mention of volunteerism and was hesitant
to reveal her involvement in church-organized, charitable organizations. She

’

mumbled softly, ‘I'm not sure | should be saying this...” (response 20). It was
revealed that every morning before going to work, she spends almost two hours

preparing meals for school children of low-income families.

Since early occurrences of women’s volunteerism in Limassol was a means for
women who spent most of their time at home to partake in the public realm, its
present-day occurrence is unclear. The three women alluded to the connection of
volunteerism with self-esteem but it is also likely that there are other layers of
causality present, such as a historic lineage or an expression of feminine qualities of
care. ”® Nevertheless, the exploration of Limassolian women’s expressions of
volunteerism did not seem to produce a spatial output that could be measured or

documented during the research.

Municipal Housekeeping

Spain considers the notion of municipal housekeeping as it appeared in the
industrial cities at the turn of the century to be the earliest form of environmental
activism.?® It mostly centred on the issue of waste disposal and water supply, where

poor management of these problems was the main cause of disease and lugubrious
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urban conditions.?” Municipal housekeeping proved to be a catalyst in exposing
certain contradictions in women’s social role within the workings of the public realm.
The research participants were introduced to the idea that since women have
acquired proficiency through generations of repetitive labour and experiential
learning in managing their household, perhaps they would be better equipped in
managing matters regarding the city.?® A considerable number of participants found
the idea that women are better equipped to manage urban matters better than men
not only an accurate evaluation of women’s abilities, but an appealing prospect at
that. However, when asked to explain why there are so few women in decision-
making positions in municipalities in Cyprus and particularly in Limassol, most
women who had previously responded positively on equal opportunities in the

workplace, were not able to offer a substantive response.

Some women, such as Anthoula, were cautious before responding. She first asked
for information about managing and the city. Presumably she wanted to identify a
link between what she understood as domestic labour and the qualities required in
designing and managing urban spaces. Broadly, discussion focussed on the
concept that municipal housekeeping had more in common with urban management
than with design, and that management systems included infrastructural
maintenance, waste management, building permit oversight, etc. Although it is not
clear how she internally associated this new knowledge with her understanding of

women’s excellence in domesticity, she responded in the following way:

‘The way you put it, then yes, | would have to agree [with the theory of
municipal housekeeping] but I’'m not sure if it has to do with repetitive labour,
rather it is in women’s nature to be more thorough. Men are more direct,
they want to address a solution, so they do not delve into the details; they do

not concern themselves with the journey’ (Anthoula, response 83).

Asking women to position themselves on the veracity of the theory of municipal
housekeeping carries a deep implication that women are in essence being asked to
consider themselves not only equal, but in fact, superior than men in urban matters.
There are two categories of women here that become apparent. women who
consider themselves equal to men who are being challenged to make a mental leap
towards elevating themselves higher, and women who acknowledge current
conditions of inequality who are challenged to make an even wider leap to regard

their abilities in managing the city as superior to those of men. The underlying
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challenge for both categories of women is to shift their perspective regarding their
relation to the (male-dominated) public realm so that they become active

participants and not passive observers in urban processes.

4.5 Conclusion

This chapter has aimed to uncover the realities and perceptions of women’s
experience in public and commercial areas, and employment activity in Limassol.
Topics addressed intended to provide knowledge on the boundaries faced by
women in terms of physical and perceptual access. The investigation uncovered
spatial boundaries that were uniformly related to a lack of adequate infrastructure,
but the perceptual boundaries that were discussed proved to be more nuanced and,

at times, contradicting.

Participants’ experiences and boundaries of the city centre proved to be dependent
on where they live, i.e. women who live in the centre and women who live in
surrounding residential areas experienced the centre and its boundaries differently.
Women living outside the centre considered it inhospitable, dense, congested,
lacking in green spaces and unsuitable for living. Women living in the centre
consider boundaries from the point of view of a pedestrian. They regard boundaries
from the aspect of narrow pavements, poor street lighting and personal safety. In
contrast to women living in suburban areas who consider the centre to be
congested and somewhat disagreeable, women living in the centre seem to have a
more intimate view of the public realm, one that is less bounded by spatial
restrictions. Spatial difficulties of women living in the suburban areas in accessing
the centre are mitigated by phenomena such as the commercialization of the private

realm, offering working women services that facilitate their domestic tasks.

The perceptual component of the boundaries emerged from the participants’ lack of
awareness of their rights to equal opportunities and infrastructure. It was also
apparent in their conflicting relationship with cars. Participants on the one hand
considered car a congestion irritant and on the other, they seemed happily
dependant on it. Women who live in the centre tended to use their car less and
seemed to be more keenly aware of issues of safety. They too, however, did not
seem to be cognizant of their right to equal public infrastructure to support their daily

activities, such as access to public toilets, as well as its importance in their urban
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experience. Greed cites Wigley-Asante, Kitchen and Law who posit that public
toilets spatially constrain people’s urban experience and walkability and their
absence deprives women of equal opportunities for participation in the public

realm.?®

In searching for spatial and perceptual boundaries as perceived by women, |
encountered their lack of awareness of their own agency and potential as the one
with the most profound impact on women’s urban experience. Women’s reluctance
to recognise their own prospect for change no doubt restrains them from asserting
their needs and desires and dampens their opportunity to claim their physical and
cognitive space in the city. Social norms and patriarchal structures which were
pervasive in rural life prior to Limassol’'s rapid urbanization during the twentieth
century, are still evident in the ways they form and inform women’s role in modern-
day Limassolian society. Research by Pyrgos, Hatzipaviou, Mylona et al. and
Erotokritou on Cypriot women and patriarchy elucidates this conflict between
attaining equality in all aspects of their existence and maintaining loyalty towards

their role and identity as it has been prescribed to them by previous generations.*
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Chapter Five

Inhabiting the Private Realm
5.1 Introduction

While the previous chapter explored the outcome of the data analysis that pertained
to Limassolian women’s perception of the public realm and their involvement therein,
chapter 5 explores how women experience life in the domestic sphere. The
importance of domestic space in the evolution of women’s place within patriarchal
tradition is discussed by Markussen, Hermanuz and Ockman, who posit that form
and spatial distributions within the home serve to perpetuate man’s dominance in

the public arena and women'’s isolation in the private realm.’

This research had originally intended to focus on women’s experiences of
navigating spatial relationships in the public realm because women’s entry into the
labour force is considered a significant impetus in effecting urban changes.
However, in the course of the literature review, the fieldwork and the data analysis,
it became clear that the true substance of women’s experience in the public realm
cannot be properly evaluated if it is not examined in tandem with an understanding

of the private realm.

This deviation from the original aims and direction of the research is well in line with
grounded theory methods, where the researcher is compelled to allow the research
process to be directed by the research findings instead of preconceived notions
extracted from the literature review. Thus, conditions of domesticity have taken a
more prominent role in the research, where spatial characteristics such as domestic
layout and housing typologies reveal social phenomena and dynamics that impact
on women’s behaviour and experiences of their place in the labour force and the

ways in which they inhabit the public realm.

The study of the public and the private realm of Limassol from a woman’s
perspective aims to explore the types of boundaries women experience in their daily
lives and to investigate possible opportunities for mitigating these limiting conditions.
The data explored a number of issues, beginning with what Limassolian women

consider the spatial and social attributes of their ideal neighbourhood or residential
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area. The participants were then called to reflect on their role in the city as
consumers and as producers of space. The study also explored how urban form can
act as a constraint or impediment to workingwomen’s efforts and desires, while
evaluating the degree of women’s awareness of constraints on their opportunities
and desires that result from the separation of the public and private realms. Lastly,
the research considered women’s willingness to renegotiate their lifestyles in order

to ameliorate disadvantages imposed on them by the built environment.

The term ‘renegotiated’ as it is used above, is considered pertinent when discussing
women’s current position in the social structure because as seen from chapter 4,
women in Limassol, and indeed Cyprus, had to negotiate and overcome the
challenges imposed on them by a predominantly patriarchal society in order to enter
the workforce. Thus, should contemporary women wish to further conditions of

social equality, they must engage in a process of renegotiation.
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' Drawn by Georgia Theokli and Anna Papadopoulou

176



Residential spaces are defined according to four categories, allowing me to have a
better understanding of spatial relations within the city: (i) women living in the city
centre, around Heroon Square, regarded by the municipality of Limassol as the
city’s historic core," labelled in Figure 5.1 as zone 1, (ii) women living south of
Spyros Kyprianou Avenue in areas that are mixed in use and built in the second half
of the twentieth century, labelled as zone 2, (iii) women living in suburban areas
north of Spryos Kyprianou Avenue and north of the A1 Motorway that are mostly
residential and were built after 1990, labelled as zone 3, and (iv) women living in
rural areas around the city, labelled as zone 4 (Figure 5.2). Responses from the
interviews are evaluated not only intrinsically in themselves, but also as a
consequence of where women are currently living in order to ascertain if this factor

influenced the results.
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Image 5.2 Zones, Limassol Regioniii

While all women’s narrative was of interest, there were some women whose story
stood out. Wilemnina is in her forties, a mother of five and lives in a listed house in

the city centre. She works as a translator at the British Sovereign Base Area in

ff.This area is officially designated as the central commercial area of Limassol.
" Drawn by Georgia Theokli and Anna Papadopoulou
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Akrotiri which is approximately 30km outside Limassol. Because of her long, daily
commute, it is impossible for her to manage her domestic responsibilities without
help. She has a woman from Sri Lanka live in her house and occasionally, another
woman from Sri Lanka comes in to provide extra help with the housework. While
Wilemnina was critical of the lack of infrastructure for people living in the city’s
administrative centre, she is very religious and enjoys the privilege of living across

the street from one of the city’s historic churches.

Barbara is in her forties, she is single, lives alone and drives approximately twenty
minutes every day to go to work. She is a mid-level employee in the banking sector.
Her life changed a few years ago when her father passed away and she became
the primary care provider for her mother. Barbara has an older brother and a sister
who also live in Limassol, but since they are both married with children, it was
implied among family members that Barbara should be the one to look after her
mother. Her mother, who does not drive and has difficulties walking, lives in a
residential area north of Limassol, hastily built after 1974 to accommodate Cypriots
who fled from the occupied territories. This area is approximately twenty minutes
away from Barbara’s house and equidistant from her work. She visits her mother
every day after work and spends most of her weekends helping her mother take

care of her house.

Nina is in her sixties and lives in a residential area west of the city centre. Since her
husband is no longer able to work because of health problems, she is the one who
supports the family financially. Her husband helps with the housework as much as
he can, but ultimately Nina is the one who takes care of the house. Her drive to
work would normally take ten minutes, but every day before work she stops by the
local church and prepares sandwiches for children from low-income families. This

adds another one and a half hour to her morning commute.

Between doing her best at work and managing the upkeep of her home, each
woman had her own individual challenges to overcome. Women with dependants
had to adjust their priorities to accommodate other people’s needs, and women
without dependents had to negotiate their occasional loneliness. This part of the
research aims to expose the active role of the residential environment in women’s

everyday lives.
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5.2 Centrality or Suburbia

In exploring the private realm and how Limassolian women perceive their role and
conditions, it is important to establish an understanding of how women envision their
‘ideal’ living place. The question posed to women regarding optimal neighbourhood
conditions was accompanied by questions that asked women to be critical of their
current place of residence. Frequently, the responses to these questions merged

into one.

‘Il would describe my existing neighbourhood as] ideal because it is
close to services such as supermarkets, petrol station, bakeries and
such, [but] it's just that where | live is somewhat densely populated, as
you enter the street you see parked cars right and left, leaving us no
space to leave our car. Whenever you have more houses per block, it
becomes even more difficult, but overall it's ok; | wouldn’t consider

changing because it's convenient’ (Quinn, response 29).

The research explored participants’ descriptions of the location and character of
their ‘ideal’ neighbourhood in order to determine spatial preferences and to detect
differences, if any, in opinions and desires that are correlated to the location of their
current place of residence. The general trend revealed by the research study was
that women show a preference for the conditions of their existing neighbourhoods,
i.e. women who live in and around the city centre prioritize walkability, whereas

women who live in more suburban areas tend to value quietness and serenity.

Preference for Areas of Mixed Use

The women who live in mixed-use areas placed a high value on places of work,
commercial areas, administrative services and leisure spots being within walking
distance of their home. However, participants expressed keen awareness that
walkability should be accompanied by a set of other conditions that are related to

safety.
The participants who favoured living in locations where housing is mixed with
commercial activity, i.e. zone 1, such as Wilhelmina, loli, Quinn and Ariana, were

clear on how walkability is a key component in the value of the their residential
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experience. Although car dependency and the cumbersome presence of parked
cars is an inhibitory factor, being able to walk to the sea, church and to shops
(Wilhelmina, response 22) was found to be important. According to Wilhelmina,
however, living in the centre of Limassol comes with two distinct disadvantages that
are indirectly linked to each other and to the fact that Limassol’s centre coincides
with the historic core: the occurrence of abandoned residential buildings (Figures
5.3 and 5.4) and safety. Walking in areas of abandoned buildings, especially at
night, is regarded as particularly unsafe, in spite of the fact that one might be

walking at, or very near, one’s own neighbourhood.

Abandoned house Wilemnina’s house
A

o Abandoned
house*,

Veronica's
house | [

Figure 5.3 Abandoned buildingsi"

A number of houses and commercial buildings, particularly in the area where
Wilhelmina lives were built in the first quarter of the twentieth century and most
follow the courtyard house type.? All buildings belonging to this typology are listed
as preserved by the Department of Antiquity’ (Figure 5.5) and their restoration is
subject to state regulations. Should the owner or owners of a listed house decide to
restore it, they are entitled to government aid to reimburse up to forty per cent of the
entire construction cost, including costs of materials and architectural fees. In spite

of these and other financial incentives offered by the state to rehabilitate preserved

v Image constructed by Anna Papadopoulou
¥ The Department of Antiquities falls under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Communications
and Works.
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structures, houses in the centre of Limassol remain in a dilapidated condition
because of complications in matters of inheritance. As the original owners pass
away, ownership of the house or building is split between the heirs. The number of
heirs increases exponentially with time, making it even more challenging to come to

an agreement in restoring the building.

Figure 5.4 Abandoned buiIdingsVi

Wilhelmina also discussed safety in more explicit terms. Although she mentioned
the presence of commercial activity, i.e. shops and grocery stores, as a positive
aspect of quality of life in the centre of Limassol, components of commercial and
mixed-use activity were also associated with issues of safety. Wilhelmina lives in an
area in close proximity to restaurants, tavernas," cafes, bars and other night-time
establishments. The area has been associated with frequent minor crime, such as

vandalism and, less frequently, burglaries.

"' Image constructed by Anna Papadopoulou
! A taverna is usually a small restaurant serving traditional food.
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Buildings Listed as Preserved

Anclent Monuments

Figure 5.5 Map of Listed Buildings"iii
Another participant in favour of living in areas of mixed-use activity, loli, lives
approximately one hundred metres from Wilhelmina. loli and Wilhelmina live within
five hundred meters from Heroon Square. loli is a Greek national who moved to
Limassol from Greece seven years ago, who felt unsafe because of what she
described as the area’s overwhelming sense of abandonment. Her responses
clearly indicated that this no longer the case, which further supports the notion that
Limassol's centre has undergone significant improvement in recent years. She
stated that when she first moved to Limassol she felt distinctly unsafe because of

the general inactivity and the lack habitation of public spaces in the city centre.

‘For instance, then, in 2008-2009, it was shocking [...] coming to your
question, | didn’t feel safe walking, or moving around the centre particularly in
the afternoons and in the evenings; | felt completely unnatural, as if | didn’t
belong, in the sense that it felt strange for a woman to move around the centre

alone’ (loli, response 8).

viii

Source: Department of Antiquity, Ministry of Communications and Works
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It is important to note that at the time when loli described the centre of Limassol to
be unsafe for a woman, she had lived in area in the periphery of the centre, in the
area of Neapolis, near the Olympic Residence Towers (in zone 2). In time, she
decided to move to the centre in order to be closer to her work and found that the
area had become more vibrant and felt distinctly safer. Since both her workplace
and her home are located in the city centre, she does not look for services like
grocery stores, green grocers, bakers and pharmacists outside the centre. She
settles for less variety and fewer options and considers it a small price to pay for the
benefit of having facilities within walking distance. Overall, loli regarded her
neighbourhood as the ‘best area’ to live and would not consider changing it
(response 17) (Figure 5.6). She added, ‘| don’t do what many others do which is to
go to the large supermarkets every Saturday; no, we do our shopping daily [in the

area] (response 16).

loli's street

Agios Andreas Street

Figure 5.6 Commercial street near loli's house (Agios Andreas Street)ix

In addition to safety as a challenge to the benefits of walkability and mixed-use
zoning, some participants identified another caveat to living in and around the city
centre: congestion. Ariana and Quinn, who were both in favour of areas of mixed-
use activity, live in zone 2 which lies at the periphery of the centre and is still
typically mixed-use. Ariana’s preference for the neighbourhood presented a conflict:
although she herself does not live in the centre, her parents, for whom she is the
primary care provider, live in a central location. She was vigorously resentful of the
inconvenience caused to her parents’ daily life by the commercial activity in their

area (e.g. loading and unloading of beverage trucks for restaurants and cafes) and,

ix Image constructed by Anna Papadopoulou
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on the other hand, she seemed happy to live in a mixed-use area and considers her
neighbourhood to be a good area because of its proximity to a large supermarket

and various shops.

Street where loli lives

Figure 5.7 loli*

Veronica and Fofo hinted at the convenience of living within proximity of commercial
activity and administrative services, but seemed overall less enthusiastic about
living in the centre. Their objections were not directly related to safety, but to traffic
and general noise levels. However, both participants balanced the negativity of the

noise levels against the proximity to the sea which was considered a positive factor.

Another response to the mixed-use environment she lives in was given by Andrie.
She believes that the concept of an ‘ideal neighbourhood’ is evaluated by our
individual living situation (response 14); thus she feels that based on her particular
needs and the stage in her life that she is in, her neighbourhood is good enough.
Since she works at the Technical University, she chose to live near her workplace
so that she does not waste time commuting. As with Veronica and Fofo, she was
also displeased with the level of noise but since she lives on the coastal road with a
view of the sea, she considers it a situation where ‘you win something and you lose

something’ (response 14).

* Photo by Anna Papadopoulou
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Some participants, however, were entirely content with living in the city centre.
Xenia grew up and has lived all her life in the centre and spoke enthusiastically

about living there:

‘This is where | grew up. Don’t tell me to go far outside Limassol. For
instance, to Agios Athanasios, or Polemidia, although this is the village my
father comes from, because | could never live outside the centre. | don’t
know why, maybe because everything is within proximity. If | go outside

Limassol, | would feel foreign’ (response 17).

Her response even indicated her perception that Limassol’s centre is the city, by
describing areas outside the centre as ‘outside Limassol'. The two areas she
mentioned, Agios Athanasios and Polemidia (Figure 5.9), were formerly small
settlements that became enveloped as the city grew northwards. They are

approximately just five kilometres outside the city centre and fall within the third area.

Xenia's house

—

Anthoulla™s work

Figure 5.8 Xenia’s street (Agios Andreas Street) and Anthoulla’s workplace"i

X Image constructed by Anna Papadopoulou
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Figure 5.9 Mixed-use street in Polemidia™
In conclusion, walkability seems to be valued by women who experience it in their
daily lives, by living in areas that are predominantly, or moderately mixed use.
Although, safety, traffic and noise were cited as problems of living in and around the
centre, the ability to walk from home to services and facilities was regarded as a
priority. Additionally, living within walking distance of the coastline is regarded as a
privilege and appeared to a significant compensation against the difficulties

mentioned above.

‘Central, but not too central’

Conflicts between certain features of centrality and a preference for quietness were
apparent among some other participants. Similar to the participants cited in the
previous section, Helena, Olia, Louisa, Rena and Panagiota also expressed a
preference for a living area that is close to services and facilities, but their
preference differed on two points. They felt it was more important for the area to be
quiet, and they also understood accessibility in terms of driving. In their descriptions
of accessibility, it was either explicitly stated, or it was implied that driving would be

involved. There was no indication that they considered driving to be a disadvantage:

‘[The neighbourhood] is ideal, next to the school, within the city, near the

motorway’ (Panagiota, response 45).

She went on the say, ‘it's a very nice area, it's quiet, there isn’t much traffic’

(response 46). Similarly, Joanna stated that she likes living in her neighbourhood

Xii

Image constructed by Anna Papadopoulou
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primarily because it is quiet and because of its proximity to the motorway. Helena
also cited her neighbourhood’s proximity to the motorway, as well as other locations
that are important to her, such as various services, the commercial and tourist areas,
and the sea that she named as a ‘strong point in our city’ (response 27). At the
same time, however, she noted that a key element to making the area where she

lives ideal is the fact that it is quiet and mostly residential (Figure 5.10).

Helena's neighbourhood

Figure 5.10 Helena’s street™

The desire for the quality of tranquillity and the romanticization of rural life was
observed in Rena’s responses. She said she likes the area she lives in because it is
quiet to the point where she feels she is in the countryside (Figure 5.11), but
nevertheless can easily access the centre, Gladstones, Anexaritsias, Agios Andreas
and Makarios Avenue. The complicated relationship between Limassolian women
and the private car surfaced when Rena was asked to clarify if she drives to these
major roads or if she walks; she avoided directly responding by saying ‘I could walk

if | wanted to’ (response 12).

Likewise, Olia said her neighbourhood was ‘the best’ because it is central and it is
quiet (response 33 and 34) but was also vague as to whether her mode of
transportation of choice is walking or driving. Both Olia and Rena are retired so
driving as a means of saving commuting time was not a concern. Rena lives in the
zone 3, where some mixed use occurs, but to a far lesser degree than the first and
second zone, and Olia lives just outside the centre, between zone 1 and zone 2.

The distance between their homes is approximately two and a half kilometres and

Xiii

Photo by Anna Papadopoulou
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both also stated that walking along the Mole (Figure 5.12) is a favourite pastime,

although they drive to get there.

Gladstone's Avenue

Figure 5.11 Gladstones Avenue™

——

Figure 5.12 Images from the Mole™

Xiv

Image constructed by Anna Papadopoulou
* Photos by Marios Kazamias
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Reluctance coupled with acceptance of dependency on the car was present in
Louisa’s response. She is a twenty-six-year-old woman, who likes the area where
she lives because as a child, she was able to walk to school and to afternoon and
evening activities. Nowadays she still enjoys the fact that her home is within
proximity of commercial areas but when asked if she drives or walks, she
responded, ‘yes, yes [l drive], unfortunately in Cyprus this is the only way to live’

(response 27).

The majority of respondents in this section live in neighbourhoods that are not
defined by the types of land uses present, i.e. uses are moderately and
inconsistently mixed. This could potentially account for the incompatible nature of
their responses. The women of this group appeared to be conflicted on what the
optimal qualities of residential areas are. On the one hand, accessibility and
physical access to facilities and services seemed important, and on the other,
calmness, peaceful surroundings with even some rural references seem equally, if
not more, important. Consequently, this group of women seemed more conflicted
with the pervasive use of the car by recognizing the problems associated with cars
but at the same time valuing the independence it provides, compared to women
living in and around the city centre, whose preference for walkability was clear.

Notions of calmness in a domestic area appear reinforced in the following section.

How Quiet is too Quite?

Peace and tranquillity as a priority seem to define the descriptions and preferences
of the participants whose responses are examined in this section. Spatially, this
implies residential areas that are sparsely built and are deserted during working
hours, i.e. they become what Hayden refers to as ‘bedroom communities’.? This kind
of building arrangement reinforces the separation of the domestic realm from the

areas with the highest concentration of employment opportunities.

For the women discussed in this section, the ideal neighbourhood is described
solely as providing calmness and quietness, and indeed, most of these women live
in diverse types of areas, including some areas that exhibit just these qualities. The
homes of these participants, Aphrodite, Anthoulla, Koulla, Zena and Yolanda are

scattered all over the greater Limassol region. Zena lives in the second zone, just
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outside the city centre, Aphrodite and Anthoulla live in the third zone, Koulla and
Yolanda live in the fourth zone, where Yolanda lives approximately thirty kilometres
away from the city centre. It was within this particular group of women, however,
where notions of quietness received more mixed reviews and where women’s

particular social background became more pertinent.

Anthoulla lives just south of Spyros Kyprianou Avenue, at the edge of the area that
has been denoted as zone 2, about two and a half kilometres from the city centre
where she works. When asked how she would describe the area where she lives
she answered, ‘quiet, good’ (response 42) (Figure 5.13). She went further to explain
that she and her husband would prefer if it were even quieter, but ultimately, she

was content.

Koulla’s preference for quietness seems to override the risks involved with living in
an isolated area. She lives in a somewhat remote suburban area, on a street that
according to her is particularly ‘calm’ (response 29) and considers this to be an
asset. She said it is an area where not many cars go by and she does not have
other houses nearby (Figure 5.14). When asked if she feels at all unsafe, she

answered no, although she lives alone and her house had been burgled in the past.

Anthoulla’s neighbourhood

Figure 5.13 Anthoulla™

X Image constructed by Anna Papadopoulou
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Younger women, however, presented a clear disagreement to the women who
considered either their neighbourhoods’ serenity an asset, or who wished for more
serenity in their surroundings. Elisa and Yolanda were resentful of the abundance of
quietness offered by the area in which they live. Both were twenty-five years old and
both live in villages at an approximately thirty kilometre radius from the city centre.
Elisa works in the Polemidia area, approximately five kilometres northwest from the

centre and Yolanda works at the centre.

‘It has its positive qualities, for instance the [natural] environment; | can say
in that respect that it's lovely because it's green and peaceful and so forth,
but at the same time it's simply too quiet and naturally, the fact that you are
away from the city automatically makes your life more difficult’ (Elisa,

response 28).

When asked to specify the kind of difficulties she faces because of living outside the
city, Elisa listed the challenges in terms of socialising. When travelling to meet up
with friends, her journey times are far longer than those of her friends who live in the
city. She said she feels particularly challenged when she wants to socialise after
work, which would require her to drive home after work, get dressed to go out, and
then drive back into the city. Yolanda agreed that the village in which she lives is in
a lovely location outside of Limassol, but she qualified her response by adding that
the appropriateness of a residential area is an age-dependant condition. She feels
her village is not the best place for a person who is twenty-five, but her primary
concern is the lack of employment opportunities. Additionally, she listed the lack of
entertainment facilities, like cinemas and places ‘to go out’ as part of the difficulties
of living in her village (response 33). She also described her residential conditions

as safe because of lower criminality rates and a good place to raise a family.

When considering the range of responses on the degrees of quietness women
desired from their neighbourhoods, the question becomes, what is the threshold for
optimal calmness? Although a quantitative survey would provide a clearer vision,
the answer seems to lie not in a particular spatial formula but on the subjects’ social
background and personalities. The diverse nature of the responses, e.g. Koulla’s
preference for isolation in spite of having been burgled in the past, indicates that this
particular quality of urban space is harder to evaluate than qualities such as

walkability or mixed-use land.
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Koulla’s neighbourhood

Figure 5.14 Koulla™"

Figure 5.15 Elisa’s village exhibits qualities of walkability, yet cars are abundant because of

xviii

its distance from Limassol

xvii

" Photo by Anna Papadopoulou
“ Photos by Maria Georgiou, image constructed by Anna Papadopoulou
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Translating Likes and Dislikes into Space

Serenity in a neighbourhood appears to be a priority for most women, even for
women who also prefer areas where other commercial activity is nearby. A
contradiction slowly emerged among several participants who prefer their
neighbourhood to be calm, yet central, and quiet, but near the motorway. Although
their homes’ proximity to their place of employment was not directly discussed, an
indirect connection can be surmised since women often described proximity to
major streets that lead to the centre as a clear asset. Shorter commutes to work
allows women more time to fulfil their daily dual roles as homemakers and members
of the labour force. Although the research was not able to determine of this is the
case for Cyprus, Markussen suggests that the actual location of a family’s home is
generally determined by the male member of the family, which could account for the
absence of clear mention of the benefits of close proximity between the participants’
home and work.* The issue of walkability was mentioned only by women living in
the city centre, but even in those cases, walking to work was not directly brought up
by the participants. From this it can be assumed that most women do not prioritize

choosing a place to live based on commuting times.

Both married and single participants seemed to agree that quiet neighbourhoods
are more conducive to raising a family, but as the subject came up, none of them
specified the qualities necessary for raising children in these quiet neighbourhoods
that are presumably away from the city centre. Access to nature and to open spaces
are reasonable assumptions of appropriate desirable qualities, as is proximity to
schools. Panagiota specifically mentioned the convenience of her house to her
child’s school and Louisa fondly remembered being able to walk to school as a child.
Safety as an asset in raising children outside the city centre could be another

assumption, although not explicitly stated by the participants.

The participants’ likes and dislikes regarding the location and character of their
residential neighbourhoods imply a diversity of opinions, ranging from a desire for
walkable, mixed-use areas to quiet, bucolic landscapes. In translating their
individual narratives into urban space, one can imagine a polycentric city, as
opposed to the mono-nucleic format of Limassol, with employment opportunities
and living options in more flexible arrangements. One can also imagine building

densities to decrease away from the centre of the polycentric distribution,
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surrounded by green zones, almost reminiscent of Howard’'s ‘greenbelts’ in the

Garden Cities.®

According to Spain, the evolution of edge cities was dependent on three key factors.
Firstly, the increasing number of cars and the subsequent lack of parking, secondly,
the communications revolution, and thirdly, by women’s entry into the workforce.®
According to Spain, the latter factor was the impetus for the widespread
commercialization of domestic tasks that was discussed in the previous chapter,
and in closer examination of the neighbourhoods where some participants live (e.g.
Ariana, Elisa, Tania), there appear to be the beginnings of what Spain and Garreau
describe as Edge cities, i.e. (relatively) low-density commercial and administrative
centres, surrounded mostly by single-family houses or other low-density housing
facilities.” The difference between Limassol and the (larger) American typology of
Edge cities is that while Edge cities grow consequent to a particular condition, such
as, according to Spain, changing gender relations,® evidence of Edge city-like
formations in Limassol are usually traces of village cores of various satellite villages
that became engulfed as Limassol grew towards the north, east and west of the

historic centre.

5.3 Navigating Space Between Home and Work

The research aims to investigate women’s boundaries and opportunities in
navigating the physical distance between home and work. These spatial constraints
create a temporo-spatial boundary for working women who are compelled to
maintain their role as homemaker, while being an equal member of the workforce. It
is an undisputed fact that both men and women in the workforce are expected to
perform duties and to comply with responsibilities and obligations pertaining to their
position of employment. Women, however, have a parallel set of duties,
responsibilities and obligations that arise from their assumed position of control of
the private realm and from their role as care providers. Although it is not suggested
that men are completely free of domestic responsibilities, data derived from the
participants’ responses and an empirical understanding of the inner workings of the
Cypriot society, suggests that men’s domestic obligations are significantly fewer

than those of women.
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The following section seeks to explore firstly how distances within the city impact
women’s daily experience with respect to their obligations and responsibilities, and
how women respond to an alternative socio-spatial paradigm of domesticity that

could provide for them better time-efficiency at home.

Mobility

Participants were asked what their commute entailed in terms of times travelled and
types of tasks that were carried out on their way to work or on their way home. From
the responses elicited regarding daily tasks, three categories of participants were
established: (i) participants who are single and live with other family members
(usually parents), whose daily commute is generally dependant on driving distances
and is not interrupted by daily tasks or responsibilities, (ii) participants who are
single and live alone, whose commute is often flexible and may include stops at the
grocery store, pharmacy, etc., and (iii) participants who are married or who are in
relationships and live with a partner and sometimes children, whose daily commute
to work was by far the most complicated and difficult to manage. The study
focusses on the latter two categories because of the particular challenges they

present.

Through the interviews, it transpired that women who are care providers are not
only those with partners and children; there were participants who do not have
children but are responsible for elderly parents who do not live them. However,
when asked if they have dependants or if they are care providers they generally
said no. It was only during the course of the interview that their relationship as care
providers to their parents was uncovered. This is indicative of Cypriot society’s
commitment to the older generation. In fact, there is a distinct lack of old centres for
senior citizens relative to the population of Cyprus.“* Cypriot culture and social
norms dictate that women and, far less frequently, men are directly responsible for
the care of their parents and parents-in-law.® Although occasionally an elderly
parent will move in with his or her children when he or she reaches an age when
self-catering becomes too difficult, in several cases, the daughter, and less
frequently, the son, will add visits to the elderly parent as part of a daily routine. This

reinforces the belief that Cypriot women are conditioned to consider providing care

XiX

There are many nursing homes in Cyprus but they are almost all are geared for elderly
people with a diagnosed condition.
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for their elderly parents as an unspoken obligation that is equal in importance as

being law-abiding or as raising children.

Such participants are Barbara, Rena, Nina and Ariana. Barbara visits her mother
daily and this increases her commute by approximately forty minutes. Barbara lives
approximately five kilometres north of her mother. The same geographical distance
separates Ariana from her parents who live in the centre of Limassol, so her
commute is more strongly dependent on traffic. Whereas Barbara and Ariana are
single women in their forties, Nina and Rena are married and in their sixties. Rena is
retired so the time she budgets to visit her mother is not at the expense of a daily
commute to work, whereas Nina’'s commute is not affected by her daily visits to her

mother and elderly aunt because they live within walking of each other.

Women in the third category, who are married with children, were, without exception,
the primary care providers for their children. Anthoulla who is in her forties, is
married and has three children, suggested that the reason her daily commute
includes tasks and errands related to the children, is because her work schedule is
more flexible than that of her husband’s. All other participants, such as Stavria,
Joanna, and Chryso did not challenge their role as primary care providers and
assumed it to be a natural phenomenon. The notion that working women are
expected to spend more time in managing domestic tasks and taking care of
children than working men is discussed by Hayden, although, based on her
research, this was due to her subjects’ dependency on public transportation.' The
fact that Limassolian women maintain the same belief while having more control of
their mobility since most drive their own cars, suggests deeply rooted convictions

that are regulated by social structures.

When asked how long her commuting time is, Anthoulla responded that it takes her
ten to fifteen minutes to get to work and to return home. While responding to a
following question regarding her daily tasks and chores, it became clear that the
actual time it takes her to get to work in the morning is close to one hour and forty-
five minutes. She leaves her home approximately at fifteen minutes after seven and
arrives at work at nine, and during this time she takes her children to school, visits
the grocery store and conducts other daily tasks relating to the upkeep of the
household and the care of her children. When asked if she finds her commuting
times manageable or challenging, she happily responded that it is quite manageable.

It was only later in the conversation that it was established that by manageable she
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was referring to the fifteen minutes it theoretically takes her to get to work and to

arrive home in the evening.
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Figure 5.16 Study of comparative mobility™

The same paradox was encountered with Chryso, whose theoretical commute time
is approximately forty-five minutes, but her actual commute time is close to two
hours. Similarly, Stavria needs one and half hours to get to work in the morning or to
arrive home in the afternoon, but the door-to-door driving distance from her home to
her work is approximately twenty minutes. This condition where women, mainly
mothers, do not calculate tasks pertaining to the upkeep of their household as part
of their daily responsibilities as they do other components of their role as members
of the workforce, such as their daily commute to work, indicates lesser appreciation
of domestic labour, which has been explored by Spain, Hayden and Markussen."
The participants do not challenge the fact that the city’s design ought to
accommodate all their time-dependant needs — not just those that relate to the task

of commuting to work.

* Drawn by Georgia Theokli and Anna Papadopoulou
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Domestic Task Sharing

Redesigning the city of Limassol, or even redistributing urban uses to accommodate
women’s dual role would, like most existing cities, not be an attainable task for two
main reasons: the cumbersome nature of amending the state’s town planning
regulations™ and perhaps more importantly, the indisputable link between urban
development and the free market. Another significant obstacle is, as Markussen
puts it, the permanency of the urban physical structure.'? With these hurdles in mind,
in order to help women’s daily challenges that pertain to time needed to fulfil their
responsibilities as active agents in the public and the private realm, the research
considered an alternative mechanism that has both spatial and social involvement.
Participants were asked to consider sharing some of their daily domestic tasks with

other women.

According to the norms of Cypriot family culture, single and married women are
frequently helped in their daily domestic tasks by parents (mostly mothers) who are
active and independent. If the daughter does not live with her parents, then the
helping mother makes herself available at her daughter’'s home, often on a daily
basis. Anthoulla and her mother share such a relationship, where Anthoulla’s
mother helps out with the housework and the children’s upbringing. Annoula, Elisa,

Helena and others, live with their mothers so they share housework in situ.

Women who cannot elicit help from a family member either because their family
does not live in Cyprus or because their parents are in need of care themselves,
must negotiate their daily tasks through other means. In Hayden’s proposed
housing model, a suburban block is redesigned to accommodate a schedule of
shared domestic tasks (Figure 5.17)." As discussed in chapter 2, Hayden was
inspired by ideas of communal housing that emerged from north-European co-
housing projects where integration of housing and domestic services becomes a

mechanism for spatial redistribution aimed to facilitate domestic life.

* Town Planning Regulations that pertain to Cypriot cities and towns are published in a
document known as the Regional Plan (Totké Zx£5610) and in areas that are outside these
regions are regulated by a document known as Policy Statement (AjAwon MoAITikng).
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Figure 5.17 Hayden’s redesigned urban block™
In pursuit of this point, participants were asked how they viewed the possibility of a
new housing paradigm where they would have to forgo some spaces in their home,
such as the back garden or even some spaces inside the house in order to enable
sharing of domestic tasks with people outside their immediate family, who live in
adjacent houses. Attitudes on the possibility of sharing of tasks ranged from
participants who were positive, some who were positive but with hesitation or with
conditions, to some who were negative either because it is considered incompatible

with Cypriot culture or because privacy is valued above all.

Fofo, a Greek national, said that not only is she interested in the idea of living
adjacently to like-minded people with whom she can share housework and
companionship, but said that she and some friends currently living in Greece have

often talked about living in such an arrangement in the future. She said this has

Xxii

Source: Dolores Hayden, ‘What would a Non-Sexist City Be Like? Speculations on
Housing, Urban Design, and Human Work’
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been a topic of active discussion among them for years and hopes that one day this
will materialize. She also stated that because of her work as an academic, she
would need quiet places within a shared home for her writing and she is confident
that she would definitely claim some form of privacy, but that she would easily share

spaces for the sake of communal and participatory living (response 53).

Marcia and Urania were also positive towards the idea of sharing space and sharing
tasks. Both participants live in apartments on their own and although not explicitly
stated, they consider this alternative domestic arrangement as a way to mitigate the

loneliness that comes from being over forty years old and living alone.

Patriarchal constraints appeared in this section of the research as well, as Stavria
who is married with children and does not deal with the challenges of singlehood,
appeared to be quite keen to share tasks with others but was not sure whether her
husband would be willing to compromise on space that he regards as private.
Similarly, Urania who along with her mother spends considerable time and effort
helping her sister raise two small children with minimal help from her husband,
noted that when she was young, her father would occasionally help out at home, but

qualified it by saying:

‘[My father] helped in the house, but only in ways that he chose, not in the

ways my mother needed the help’ (Urania, response 48).

She also noted that upon his and her mother’s retirement, her father has stopped

helping out altogether.

Tania’s response on men’s minimal involvement in domestic labour suggests a
certain culpability on behalf of women, as she observes her father’s contribution is
related to the particular woman he is with. She noticed that when her father lived
with her mother, he was far less inclined to help and that now that he lives with his

second wife, he is more actively involved in domestic tasks.

Younger women who currently live with their families and have not yet lived alone,
like Louisa and Helena, did not outwardly reject the possibility of task sharing,
provided what Louisa termed as the ‘right circumstances’ were present. Likewise
hesitant was Helena who said she would be willing to share personal space ‘if there

was particular reason, or a specific need’ (response 38) thus alluding to the fact that
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time-efficiency is initially not enough of a reason to share domestic tasks. Later on

in the conversation she said:

‘'m open to possibilities, | just can’t think of a need that would create such a
circumstance, but | don’t find [domestic task sharing] a strange thing’

(Helena, response 39).

Helena’s response must be interpreted after considering the fact that she currently
lives with her parents and housework is undertaken by hired help. Thus, it is
assumed that her somewhat positive outlook on domestic task sharing is less
related to a pragmatic account of what it means to share space and to share
housework, but more to a consequence of her broad-minded influences from
spending many years in the United Kingdom and the United States. Furthermore,
these women’s current living conditions suggests they already have less privacy

than other single women, so they are more readily willing to compromise it.

Similarly, when asked whether she would be willing to share daily domestic tasks
with someone outside her immediate family, Yolanda who is in her twenties and

lives with her family said:

‘Yes, | think | would generally do it, provided my personal space was not
invaded [...] in fact, | really like the idea of communal living, it was the same
when | lived [as a student] in Patra [Greece] etc., and | consider [the idea]

very interesting ‘ (Yolanda, response 62 and 63).

In spite of the responses from the participants discussed above, the general feeling
towards a spatial redistribution of domestic space was met with rejection and
participants either explicitly or implicitly suggested that the reason for this is a
possible conflict to conditions of privacy. Joanna even posited that the idea strikes

her as a little bizarre:

‘| find [the idea] odd. No, look, the truth is that cooking and laundry is done
by me. My husband takes care of the garden, cuts the grass or he might put
the laundry out to dry for me if | had been washing clothes in the morning,
but [to share] with a person in the neighbourhood seems to me strange’

(Joanna, response 42).
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Veronica, who is in her sixties, was clear that she will only share housework with
paid help, but not because she is concerned about privacy, but because she said
this kind of collaboration is unusual. The only type of task sharing she has done in
the past with neighbours and acquaintances was carpooling children to school. This
reinforces the suspicion that although she denied it, her main objection to domestic

task sharing with neighbours is the issue of privacy.

Overall, there were some discernable patterns of how women viewed the concept of
relinquishing private spaces if it meant sharing housework for the sake of efficiency
of time. The participants less keen on domestic task sharing were those who were
either receiving help from a parent or were able to afford paid help. Furthermore,
some single women, who generally have less daily housework, found the idea
alluring because it would alleviate some of the social struggles that come from living
alone. Women who currently live in a house instead of an apartment where privacy

is already abundant, were less willing to compromise private space.

In the case of women living in suburban houses, the need to preserve privacy is
reinforced by the suburban housing format, which is distinctly introverted. Since
town planning regulations require that houses outside the historic core of the city be
detached (with some exceptions) from the plot boundaries by at least three metres
on all sides, women develop a spatial and social remoteness from their neighbours.
This heightened sense of distance from their surroundings is further indicated by the
way plot boundaries are built as walls surrounding the house. Although planning
laws require that surrounding walls of masonry construction can be no higher than
ninety centimetres on a wall that is adjacent to a street, and walls along the plot’s
sides can be no higher than one metre and twenty centimetres, many Cypriots
devise ways with which to make their boundary walls even higher by adding wooden
or metallic structures on their masonry wall, enabling bushes and other plants to
grow as thickly as possible.® The need to separate one’s house from its
surroundings is so pronounced in Cypriot urban society that even when the plots
adjacent to the house are empty and with no prospect of development in the near
future, owners of the house insist on making their surrounding walls as high as

possible (Figure 5.18).

Xiii

Town planning laws allow temporary structures mounted on top of masonry walls to
reach a maximum height of two meters and ten centimetres.
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Wall built until 90cm and cypress trees
are planted to grow high adjecent to an

empty plot

Wall built until 90cm with a wooden
structure mounted on top

Figure 5.18 Making walls taller™"

5.4 Women'’s Life Shaped by Domestic Space

An important parameter in the process of investigating women’s experience in the
private realm is an examination of spatial relations within the home. Since there
appears to be a separation — or at the very least — a distinction between the public
and the private realm of Limassol, both on a spatial and a perceptual level, an
understanding of how this separation is transferred, or translated within the home
becomes imperative. Although not completely aligned with grounded theory
methods that require the research to be void of any prejudice related to previous
literature studies, this part of the questionnaire is inspired by theories of informal
zoning explored by Edwards, discussed in chapter 3. Edwards suggests that
gender zoning within the house is a response to what he describes as the public
(and masculine) status and substance of the street. Thus, the more public spaces of
the house such as reception halls, dining area, living room etc. are located in areas
nearest to the street, and kitchens, basements and attics in which women were

confined, are hidden in the back of the house.

While responding to the issue of domestic gender zoning, some participants went
on to comment on the design of their home and, in some cases, on the relation they

had with their architect. Participants’ critical view on the professional practice of

XXiv

Image constructed by Anna Papadopoulou
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domestic design was then compared to responses from participants who are trained

architects and are currently employed in architectural firms.

Domestic Gender Zoning

The purpose of discussing gender zoning with the participants was to elicit their
reaction on common domestic typologies in order to evaluate their awareness of
gender-assigned spaces within the house. Women were asked to discuss whether
the layout of either their current house, or previous home, maintain the gender
zoning as it was described by Edwards. If the participants have always lived in
apartments, then the topic was not pursued further. Since the majority of apartment
buildings in Cyprus are built by private developers, clients or architects generally do
not have any meaningful interaction with each other or with the developer during the

design phase of the project.
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Figure 5.19 Single-family detached house from the second half of the twentieth century

(blue indicates garden space)™

¥ Architect unknown, measured drawings by Anna Papadopoulou
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For the purposed of this part of the research, the house types where the participants
live fall into two categories. Most participants live in houses that were built in the
second half of the twentieth century and are single-family detached houses (Figure
5.19), with a minimum distance of three metres between the structure and the plot
boundaries on all sides, and usually with a longer garden at the back. Fewer
participants live in older houses, listed as preserved, that were built in the early
twentieth century and comply with Demi’s classification as the courtyard house

type'® (Figure 5.20) that is earlier discussed in chapter 4.
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Figure 5.20 Courtyard-type house (blue indicates garden space and brown indicates

neighbouring abandoned houses)"""i

Women were asked to describe the spaces in their house or apartment that they
considered most intimate and comfortable, and where in the house they spent more

time and why. They were also asked to contrast their response with a description of

' Architect unknown, restoration drawings by Antonis Protopapas
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the space in their home where their partner (if there is one) spent most of their time.
These questions were asked in an attempt to identify the degree of prevalence of
gender zoning within the home and, if it is established that gender zoning is indeed
present in their house, women are encouraged to account whether the zoning is a
result of a personal choice or whether it was imposed upon them by the architect or

a male member of the family.

The meaning of intimate and comfortable translates in Greek to the word ‘oikeio’. It
is a word etymologically derived from the Greek word for ‘home’ and it can refer to
any space, actual or virtual, that evokes fond and comfortable feelings towards it.
The word ‘oikeio’ in reference to a space in the home implies not only feelings of
comfort, but a greater length of time spent in that given space within the home.
Indeed, most women suggested that the space most comfortable to them was the
kitchen, and that their partners’ space was a variation of a home office, library etc.

The women framed this condition with a diversity of reactions.

Single-family detached house
Courtyard-type house

Figure 5.21 Two housing typologies opposite each other in the city centre™

For women like Olia and Veronica who are married and over sixty, the kitchen
seems to be the favoured space in the house, whereas their husbands’ room was
the office or library. Neither woman was willing to challenge this condition as a
socio-spatial consequence of gender relations. When asked which part of the house
she considers more comfortable and where she spends most of her time, Olia

quickly responded that it was the kitchen and her husband’s favourite spot in the

XXVii
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house is his office, but was not able to support or contextualize her response in
reference to the theory of domestic gender zoning. Although Veronica responded
similarly that the kitchen is for her the most comfortable spot in the house and her
late husband’s spot was the library, but she unequivocally rejected the notion of
gender zoning within her home. She has lived in three houses: the two built in the
second half of the of the twentieth century maintain the kitchen and other private
spaces at the rear of the house and living areas and reception rooms are at the front.

She currently lives in the courtyard house shown in Figure 5.20.

‘[...] although | would say that | spend most of my time in the kitchen, |
believe that | don’t agree with this theory [of domestic gender zoning] as |
believe it is for practical reasons that kitchens are located in the back of the

house’ (Veronica, response 33).

She further explained that kitchens are commonly located in the rear of the house,

away from public areas, because kitchens are generally untidy places.

It is interesting to note that as Veronica was discussing public and private areas in
her home, she did not used the term ‘public’, instead she used the phrase ‘the place
where you receive guests’ (response 32). The same perception of domestic public
spaces, their proximity to the street and their connection to the notion of catering to
guests that is held by Veronica was shared by Rena. She is also over sixty and
currently lives with her husband in a home where the private spaces are located in
the back of the home and public spaces are adjacent to the street. She considers
separating the public and the private areas of the house a functional decision in

order to prevent guests from seeing certain areas of the house:

‘I don’t know why, but we always want to show the best of what we’'ve got to
our guests who will come; it’s the feeling of hospitality, so that they don’t see

us with a bad eye’ (Rena, response 27).

This phenomenon of women restricting the presence of guests to public spaces
within the home is not uncommon among Cypriot women of this generation and
stems from a long tradition of almost self-sacrificing hospitality within all ranks of
Cypriot society. By associating public areas of the home with the brief presence of
visitors who the woman of the house wishes to cater to, to host, and ultimately to

impress, public spaces in the home become places where women are called to
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display their abilities and to perform a ritual of domesticity that lasts as long as the
visitor's stay. Consequently, because they are linked to the occasional display of
abilities, these spaces may acquire less intimate qualities, much like the spaces of

formal employment.

Panagiota, a single mother in her forties living with her child, believes that locating
the kitchen and other auxiliary spaces at the back of the house and the more public
spaces at the front is based on functionality. As she is younger than Olia and
Veronica, she believes that separation of public and private spaces has less to do
with maintaining an image of domestic bliss for the occasional guest by hiding
untidy areas, and more to do with the inhabitants’ need for having tidy spaces that
provide a ‘comfortable view’ (response 52) when one needs to relax. She
associated the privacy of untidy kitchens with domestic labour, and public spaces in

the house with rest and relaxation.

Wilhelmina, who is married and in her forties, also considered the kitchen to be her
favourite spot in the house and added the sitting area where the television is located.
Her husband’s space is the attic where he keeps an informal office, where he
‘withdraws at night’ (response 29). Although her response seemed ostensibly simple
and in accordance with Edwards’ theory of domestic gender divisions of space, the
location of the kitchen and the living spaces were not a matter of choice because
her house is an old house (courtyard house type) from the early twentieth century,
listed as preserved, so she did not have much authority in its layout. Her thoughts,

however, on domestic design were particularly nuanced:

‘[...] | happened to grow up in a listed house, as well as live in one now with
my family, so the first spaces, the spaces are adjacent to the street; in the
old days, | remember our aunts and even we, would easily pick up a chair
and take it outside to sit on the pavement, the veranda, or the street; or our
grandmothers would open the windows of the living room and watch the
people going back and forth near the church. They wanted to have this
window to the world, so it was convenient [for the living room and] the
window to be there, near the street. They wanted to have contact to the

street and to the city’ (Wilhelmina, response 26).

Wilhelmina was raised by a strong female figure, her aunt, who according to her,

assumed a ‘dual role of man and woman’, kept the house ‘alive’ as she had the sole
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responsibility to manage the house (response 30). From Wilhelmina’s response one
can surmise that women of previous generations appropriated living rooms because
of their adjacency to the outside world in order to maintain a conduit, a connection
to the public realm that extended outside their house. Although Wilhelmina works
every day and has neither the time nor possibly the inclination to sit outside her
home or sit inside and stare out of the window providing informal street safety, her
next-door neighbour, a housewife who is over sixty years old, sits and stares at the

street almost every day (Figure 5.22).

Chair of “eyes on the
Veronica's house  Wilemnina's house street” neighbour

R

Figure 5.22 Wilhelmina’s house and Veronica’'s house™"
When discussing house typologies, some participants chose to describe domestic
space not as a function of gender zoning, but as a spatial distribution related to the
courtyard-type house. Rena, did not believe that domestic design has ever been
subject to gender relations. She rejected domestic zoning and posited instead, that
the most functional domestic spaces in Cyprus culture are encountered in the old
courtyard house type. Its effectiveness, according to Rena, relies on its ability to

bring families together around the space of the courtyard:

xxviii

Photo by Anna Papadopoulou
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‘Very functional were the old houses, | remember my grandmother’s house
that has been torn down™* many years ago, where the heliakos™ as we
called it, was at the front. It was a large, long room that led to a giant glass
door that opened into the courtyard and in this courtyard opened the eating
area, the kitchen, the bedrooms — all the rooms that concerned the family

were distributed around that courtyard’ (Rena, response 27).

loli, who grew up in Greece, moved to Cyprus seven years ago, and lives in a
courtyard house in the centre of Limassol. She spoke of the attributes of living in

this type of introverted home that satisfied her apparent need for privacy:

‘Here is a private space, the courtyard, it is hidden, out of sight [...]. In
Greece it's different. These [garden] spaces are in the front of the house, in
front of the street, where you are visible from the street and the houses
around. Here [in Limassol] there is great defence of privacy’ (loli, response
26).

loli’'s answer in response to courtyard houses coincided with previous participants
who do not acknowledge the notion of public and private uses in this type of house,
but she differentiates herself in considering a difference kind of privacy. She
discussed privacy not as a social construct related to women and their function
within the home, but as a desired condition and a protective shield against the

public realm at large.

Data analysis of the participants’ responses regarding internal zoning and its
possible connection to gender separation concludes that although most
contemporary houses follow some pattern of public and private zoning similar to
Edwards’ model, participants did not accept the premise that this zoning is related to
social constructs or patriarchal norms. Instead, they view this condition as a
practical design decision, implying that separating the private from the public areas

affords them greater control in daily functions.

™ The house she is describing should fall under the category of listed houses whose
demolition is prohibited by law. However, there was a time when the preservation law was
still in its inception, that several structures were demolished.

®* In traditional architecture, an heliakos is a semi-enclosed space in front of main rooms as

an extension of a two-pitched roof.
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Women Shaping Domestic Space

The issue of the architect’'s participation became a recurring theme during
discussion of the participants’ perceptions of their home, and the decision-making in
the spatial distribution of their house. Participants were encouraged to elaborate on
their experiences in their homes, and their responses were recorded and analysed.
The research analysed and compared relevant responses from the six participants
who are trained architects and one who is a draftswoman. As participants were
asked which of the two genders is more involved in domestic design, at times it
became difficult to distinguish whether the participants’ response was a reflection of
how they perceive conditions to be, or whether they were describing what they
would consider ideal conditions in order for women to exercise control over the

design.

These experiences are important to the research because they explore two social
conditions: the first condition addresses the belief within popular culture that links
women intrinsically to domesticity and the second condition speaks to the
relationship between architects and users. The relevance of the former condition is
strongly supported by the literature review, whereas the latter notion is relevant to
parts of the research that investigate whether architects (and decision makers)
consider women’s needs at an urban level, discussed in the previous chapter, as

well as on a domestic level.

Responses among most participants, including the participants who were architects,
on whether the woman or the man appeared to have the upper hand in designing
their home varied, although most suggested that not only were women in charge of
the design, it was the woman’s right and privilege to do so. The way they responded
and some of the language they used further suggested that they were not aware of
any negative consequences to this condition, such as the perpetuating of spatial
and social separation of genders into the public and private realms. Some of the
responses also suggest that some of the women architects who believed that
women clients were in charge, have not had extensive experience in domestic

design.

Aphrodite and Yolanda are in their twenties and they are trained architects. They

both posited that it is more usual for women to have more control in designing their
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home. Here it is assumed that the women clients are married or in a long-term

relationship.

‘For the house, for how the house will be, | think it's mostly the woman [who
is involved] of course, mainly for specific spaces, for example the kitchen,
which will be her space, or the couple’s bedroom, e.g. to have a [walk-in]
closet etc., | think there, women have the upper hand. Men are limited
mainly to the garden, or other issues such as where the barbeque should be,
or the storeroom, which will store their things. | think women have more

control in how the house will be’ (Aphrodite, response 37).

Yolanda’s response was along similar lines and she added that from what she had
heard, the male client is more inclined to select the materials and the overall
scheme, but his wife or partner generally decided on interior layouts. She also noted
that the degree to which an architect will consider the needs of women above the
needs of the couple, depends on the individual, indicating a resistance to

stereotyping.

Stavria is a draftswoman in her fifties who is employed at a small architectural firm
and has worked on numerous domestic design projects. She said that over the
years she has come to observe that women were in charge of the design of their
home because the woman ‘wants to leave her mark’ (response 66). While Stavria’s
response implied that women have the final say because male architects, like her
boss, enable them to take on that task, Zena, an architect in the late twenties,
offered a more nuanced response. She posited that women actively seek to be
involved designing their home by virtue of the ability to concentrate on the details.
She brought up the example of women’s need when vising a toilet, to have a dry flat
area that is away from the sink to rest their belongings while using the toilet, and
she posited that a male designer is less likely to address these kinds of needs at
this level of detail. Overall however, her view on who has more control of the design
process was at odds with some of the other participants because she believes that,

in her experience, men tend to have the final say.

Zena, who appeared to have had more experience in domestic design than some of
the other participants, suggested that not only did her male clients have more
control of the process, but their confidence overshadowed their wives or partners.

For instance, she discussed her impression of how her women clients differ from
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her male clients during the construction phase of their house and described her
male clients to be far more assertive than their wives in their interactions with
people involved in the construction. In fact, her women clients were more inclined to
convey their construction-related grievances to a female member of the architecture

firm.

The opinion that women are in charge of the process of domestic design is shared
by women outside the architectural profession. Georgia, who grew up in the US,
believes that since women spend more time at home, they are the ones who should
be consulted in its overall design, and the kitchen in particular. It is noteworthy that
even though she is a full-time employee, she still assumes that she spends more
time at home than her husband. Xenia is in her sixties and though she agrees with
the position of the previous participants that women are rightly in charge of domestic
design, qualified her response by suggesting that the architect ought to provide the
basis for the design, but everything else must be agreed upon with the ‘housewife’,
as she kept calling the woman. ‘There are certain architectural things the housewife
doesn’t know, right?’ she said in response 19, while neglecting the possibility that a
woman might indeed be an architect herself. In fact, the perception that all

architects are men was quite prevalent.

Xenia, a sixty-year-old woman, holds a diploma in domestic science and currently
keeps a shop with her husband in the centre of the city, which is also adjacent to
her home. Although she literally studied how to be a housewife, thus suggesting she
would be content to remain within the private realm of domesticity, her opinions
showed critical thought in how relationships between home and work should be
spatialized. As she was discussing her relationship with her architect and the
separation of public and private urban and domestic space, she mentioned that
when she was in college she remembers being told that women must choose to live
near their work and, as she noted in responses 21 and 22, since most of her
instructors were men, then men should know better than to encourage building far

away from areas of employment opportunities.

Louisa and Rena talked about their needs as women being ignored in the name of
aesthetics, but they seem unprepared to list what these needs are. They argued
that architects are not in tune with women’s desires within their home and they both
described what they believe to be architects’ desire to impress with innovative

design that, according to the participants, does not respond to everyday practicality.
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When asked to specify what spatial needs are being ignored in the name of design,
Louisa mentioned storage space and Rena talked around the subject without

offering specifics.

Koulla also had a somewhat negative opinion of her architect. She felt that he was
too authoritative during the design of her house because, as she put it, he assumed
that he knew better. She also added that his status as a friend of the family further
compromised their collaboration and she assumed that had she gone to another
professional, her voice would have been more likely to be heard. For instance, she
wished that the front entrance to her house be located off-centre in order to maintain
the integrity of the living room, but her architect believed that would be an
aesthetically poor decision and in the end his will prevailed over hers. Anthoulla
relayed a parallel story of an authoritative male architect, in which he insisted that a
single-storey house would be more conducive to motherhood while she preferred
the house to be on two levels so that she would have more space for a garden. As
with Koulla, the architect who designed her house was a friend of her father's and

she feels that this had a negative impact on their collaboration.

Tania’s and Chryso’s experiences were similar to those of Koulla and Anthoulla,
while Chryso attempted to explain male architects’ perceived behaviour due to their

mentality being different than that of women’s. She said:

‘| think that for sure [they try] to consider women’s need, but because their
brain does not work like ours and they do not persevere into looking for
practical things, if something is requested by a woman and is not easily
[designed] they will say it can’t be done, they will not search to find a solution.
[...] | think is due to lack of respect [for women] (Chryso, responses 53 and
54).

Overall there seems to be an underlying acceptance of intrinsic differences between
men and women, with no mention of whether these differences are materialist or
essentialist in origin. According to the participants, men tend to pay less attention to
detail and to what women assume to be the practical aspects of design. In fact,
some participants suggest that male architects are more prone to produce
architecture that aims to impress with its formalistic qualities and is less concerned

with accommodating the user’s (i.e. their) needs. This perception indirectly aligns
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itself with Zena’s impression that men are more assertive, thus more controlling,

both during the design process and during construction.

In trying to uncover perceptual and, at times spatial conditions that inhibit or
encourage women to take control of their living environment, there seems to be little
dispute in the prevalence of the cultural understanding that Cypriot women are
essentially related to the private realm. However, trying to evaluate the layers of
hindrance and possibilities is a more challenging matter because women
themselves seem to be largely unaware of how spatial or social conditions might
prevent them from having equal standing with their male counterparts. There seems
to be more awareness of how women are compelled to comply with their (male)
architects’ will and less awareness of what this implicit condition means in terms of

social norms and societal structure.

5.5 Conclusions

Limassolian women’s relationship with the domestic realm was examined through
an investigation of the participants’ perceptions of the social and spatial attributes of
their current living conditions and of what they consider ideal. The investigation
uncovered how women position themselves in conditions of production and
consumption of space by considering their control over how domestic space is
created and their opinion on how it is inhabited, i.e. consumed. The fact that some
participants come from architectural professions presented the opportunity to further
examine the production of residential space from the perspective of women
architects. The chapter’s investigation culminates with an examination of women’s
restrictions derived from the particular urban form of Limassol and with a further
examination of how women evaluate possible alternatives that could mitigate

against these restrictions.

As participants discussed their ideal neighbourhoods, properties such as serenity
and accessibility were at the forefront of almost all conversations. Participants who
live in or around the city’s centre or near other central avenues were clear about
what they found appealing in living in areas of mixed activity, whereas women who
live in more homogenously suburban areas were at times vague on the benefits of
these areas, other than low levels of noise. An underlying sentiment present in

these conversations was Cypriot women’s social conditioning in assuming that living
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in suburban areas that are away from what they perceive as the city centre is a

dream worth pursuing.

In the course of the analysis, impressions of calmness and tranquillity as they were
described by the participants, evolved into notions of privacy. Once women find
themselves living in suburban areas that are by definition isolated from main urban
activities, they, presumably along with their husbands, create conditions of further
isolation from their surroundings by making the boundaries of their house plots as
high and as impermeable as town planning regulations allow. This introverted
spatiality unavoidably builds a social identity that is perhaps equally introverted and
less inclined towards collaboration and participation. These positions are further

discussed in the following chapter.

Since women in Limassol and indeed in Cyprus are the primary homemakers, the
physical distance between the public and the private realm serves as a hindrance
towards social and spatial democracy from a gender perspective. ' The
perpetuation of existing conditions in the private realm appears to be women’s
adherence to what they consider to be the attributes of the single-family house.
Referring to American women, Ockman suggests that the suburban dream house
became a token of compensation for the harsh years and sacrifices of the Second
World War." Limassolian women may not have suffered during the Second World
War, but they were definitely marked by the Turkish invasion of 1974. Indeed, the
tendency to raise perimetric walls in lieu of protection, as well as a preference for
suburban houses may both be psychological responses related to the trauma of the

invasion.

Whether a response to the invasion or a consequence of other causalities,
according to Markussen, women’s commitment to the single-family suburban home
that is located far from employment opportunities affirms patriarchal norms.'® Even
the preference for quiet environments seems reminiscent of how Hayden describes
men’s ideal domestic environment, as a ‘serene dwelling’."® Beginning with its
location, men’s journey to work is what generally dictates the locality of the family
home, thus women’s access to paid labour is severely hampered. Markussen further
suggests that the single-family, detached home discourages extended family or
communal sharing of tasks, and encourages isolation. Hayden and Markussen point
out that this type of home is usually equipped with machines, such as dishwashers,

washing machines etc., which are geared towards a single user.?
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Additionally, Markussen suggests that women’s (unpaid) labour within the home is
not valued and that it is even considered wasteful.?’ This wasteful expenditure
reinforces the illusion that ‘real’ work is only done by men outside the home. In
another argument in support that the suburban home perpetuates patriarchal
structures, she suggests that the form of the home and private garden arrangement
provides a higher quality of output, i.e. higher quality of cooked food, childcare etc.
She does concede that for this condition to apply, the women themselves would
have to also prefer home cooked meals over take-out lunches and dinners.?
Although it is unclear how many of these conditions are applicable, and indeed the
extent to which they pertain to Cypriot women in Limassol, they offer a framework of

thought that is examined in the following chapter.
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Chapter Six

Reflections on the Research: Negotiating Boundaries
6.1 Introduction

This thesis has explored women’s everyday experiences of negotiating the
relationship between home and work in the city of Limassol through uncovering
relationships between social structure and the built environment. As a case study,
Limassol offered an intriguing context for exploring gender relations in urban space
because of its relatively recent urbanization process that coincided with the first and
second international waves of feminism in the twentieth century. This concurrence
had the potential to bring about an urban development that is more spatially equal
to both genders than other, older urban settlements. Although this comparison
would be more conclusive had a parallel study in an older city taken place,
Limassol's growth has followed the basic post-industrial American and Anglo-
European urban form of separating public and private spheres, where men and
women are expected to be dominant in each sphere respectively. Consequently, no

evidence of gender influence in Limassol’s development can be concluded.

Women’s entry into the workforce has been pivotal in enabling the research to
oscillate from the perceptual to the spatial in evaluating two conditions: boundaries
women experience within the city, and opportunities to alleviate certain
temporospatial restrictions. This chapter begins by recapping on the dichotomy
where men and women, as socially constructed entities, are linked to public and
private realms respectively, and how this dichotomy is important in the research as
an organizing agent of the literature reviewed, as a structuring element for the data
and its analysis and as an impetus to uncover/discover alternative spaces, sites of
resistance, transition zones and thresholds. In order to set the platform for
discussing liveability in the public and private realms, the summary of dual systems
is followed by a brief description of public and private perceptions. The chapter then

examines the output of the research by considering it in two parts.

Drawing on the findings from chapter 4, the first part of the chapter explores the
occurrence of spatial and perceptual boundaries in women’s inhabitation of urban
space and the ways in which such boundaries are negotiated. Both parts of the

chapter explore findings that are drawn from a variety of sources including the
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qguestionnaires, the grounded theory analysis and mappings of the responses,
observations and mappings of Heroon Square (the case study ‘within’ the case
study of Limassol), and other areas within the city’s centre. Finally, the chapter
discusses possible relationships between urban changes and boundaries. The
second part examines traceable changes and transformations in the city based on
the research. These changes are a result of women’s developing role from
housewife to a member of the employment market while remaining predominantly in

charge of maintaining the household.

The Significance of Dualities for Structuring the Research

According to the literature review, the city’s public arena has been more closely
associated with men and with places of employment, and the initial intention of the
research was to investigate relationships of gender and urban space as they unfold
primarily in the public realm as a way of marking shifts and changes that respond to
social process. With that aim in mind, a series of spatial investigations have been
carried out in what has been identified as the city’s quintessential public space: the
city centre. Explorations focussed on documenting women’s presence in public
spaces at difference times of the weekday and on the weekends, as well as habits
and comparative speeds with which women moved through these spaces. This
investigation served as a mechanism that bridged theoretical studies with physical

conditions.

However, while spatial and grounded theory investigations of the public arena were
proceeding, it became apparent that an understanding of women’s urban
experience could not be complete without an exploration of the private realm. To
that point, early in the investigation it was established that conditions in the public
realm are intrinsically connected to the private realm, thus no investigation of an

urban system would be complete without a reciprocal one of the private realm.

The notion of perceptual dualities in gendered space, i.e. dualities that are founded
on social norms, had frequently emerged from the literature review where it was
mostly regarded as problematic, as a limiting condition that is simplistic and
reductive, and one that ignores multiple identities of both women and men not only
in their relation towards the built environment, but in relation to each other.” This is

discussed within the scope of the study of gender and space, dualities persist in a
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variety of circumstances, such as the public and the private, the city and the suburb,
work and home, production and reproduction, producer and consumer, etc. By
separating women from the public sphere and isolating them in the private realm of
domesticity, women are inherently disadvantaged because the physical and
perceptual distance between the two realms presents temporal challenges to

women’s dual role as homemaker and member of the workforce.?

As explored further in chapter 1, binary relationships of gender and space have
been extended by Boys, Rose and others to frame an understanding of social
habituation and design production by associating rationality, neutrality and
objectivity in thinking and in design to masculinity, and in extensions to modernism.
However, women’s behavioural conditioning through generations of domestic labour
and childrearing, as well as a distinct absence from the workforce, has enabled
women’s psyche to relate to subjectivity and connectedness.® While being fully
aware of the adverse connotations related to dual systems and stereotyping that
ignore that complexity of either urban systems or womanhood, the data retrieved
from the research’s fieldwork analysis was displayed in a format that separated

narratives of the public and of the private realms in chapters 4 and 5 respectively.

Similarly, the literature review that in many ways laid the foundation of the study,
was also structured in a way that reflects the pervasiveness of dualities. The
literature that examines women’s relationship to space and to the city was
organized around a binary system of women’s passivity consequent to social
structures and norms, and women’s role as active agents in the production and
consumption of space. In spite of the obvious limitations of such dualities with
respect to gender perceptions, | believe that the manifestation of a duality is an
abstraction that allows one to view the world in a manageable and contained
manner. More importantly, the duality highlights the significance of transitions zones,
thresholds and blurring of boundaries between the public and the private space on

an urban and on an architectural level.

Without losing sight of the city’s multi-layered nature as a living organism,
uncovering the ways in which the city has been impacted through women’s shift
from domestic labour to paid labour was a key element in understanding women’s
relationship with urban development. This shift in women’s role offers not only a
literal condition, but it carries a metaphorical meaning, as it signifies women’s

transition from passive and vicarious inhabitants of the public realm to active
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stakeholders in its development. Through the research, changes and boundaries in
the city have been examined from two perspectives: how women themselves
observed and understood changes in the city relating to the developments in the
social process, such as women entering the workforce and consequently becoming
effective players in the public realm although still experiencing boundaries and
drawbacks, and the application of my own perspective that had been formulated
through the study of the literature review. The work of Hayden and Spain have been
particularly influential on me, as it helped trace a line between cause and effect.*
Thus physical and theoretical systems of duality have been pervasive throughout
the research and have proven to be a useful tool in simplifying and extracting

important concepts that frame a broader argument.

Separation of Home and Work

While a sociological exploration of the constructed dualities of the two genders and
the way they are embedded in the social history of Cyprus is beyond the scope of
the research, their physical manifestation in urban space in discussed in this section
of the chapter as a means of highlighting issues of gender-related urban changes
and boundaries. Indeed, the role and character of contemporary Limassolian
women within the home is largely dependent on socio-economic parameters set by
the country’s particular urban and social history. Compared to women in Europe
and Anglo-Americas regions, Limassol has made a more recent transition from the
agrarian to the urban due to a variety of reasons that are explored in chapter 3,
such as the style of ruling imposed by the Ottoman occupation that significantly
thwarted the development of cities in Cyprus.® In fact, Cypriot towns began to grow
in the format of industrial and post-industrial Western typologies after 1878 when
Cyprus became a colony of Britain.® Although there is sufficient evidence that
women’s early urban experiences in the nineteenth century are influenced by the
patriarchal structures originating from Cypriot society’s agrarian roots,’ there is little
information to determine whether women’s increased level of respect at the end of

the century was a result or a causality of their entry into the labour force.

This social upgrade that was effected by their new status as working women
signified a certain degree of financial independence and opportunities for further
education, but it did not significantly diminish their domestic responsibilities and

their role as primary care providers for children and elderly family members. This
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was strongly evidenced by the responses provided by both single and married
women during the interviews. Consequently, contemporary working Limassolian
women have to apportion their time in order to fulfil their domestic obligations and
their responsibilities as members of the labour force, making their everyday
experience exceedingly more challenging than that of men who are generally

compelled to perform at work.

Limassol's public realm where employment opportunities are concentrated is
located in and around the city’s historic core, along the coastal front and adjacent to
major arteries. In the historic core and along the coast, commercial uses are mixed
with residential ones but with a distinctly stronger presence of commercial activities.
The commercial arteries mentioned above, such as Spyros Kyprianou Avenue, are
almost exclusively commercial. Thus working women in Limassol are compelled to
manage their daily activities between two separate geographic locations, making

the urban experience a challenge in temporo-spatial logistics.

Following a number of scholars from the realms of architecture and sociology
Hatzipavlou posits that the spatial separation of the public and the private leads to a
separation of the mind and body,? although, being a sociologist herself, she does
not delve into how this condition is encountered or indeed spatially expressed in
Cypriot cities. She further suggests that the public and private dichotomy derived
from this premise denies society the opportunity to build on a fabric of links and
connections, rather providing one of separation and opposition. | agree that
overcoming separation can be achieved by fostering links and connections within
society, but | argue that connections, i.e. thresholds or transition zones, must be
initiated and furthered through urban form and through the architecture of the built
environment. Links must be strong in the social structure as well as in their physical
form. Thus section 6.2 analyses the findings of the research and draws conclusions
on urban and architectural separations, boundaries, transitions and changes that

are enabled by gender relations.

Although one of the initial aims of the research was to identify and explore the
relationship between urban development and social process, as the research
progressed, it became apparent that urban changes and adjustments to
accommodate working women’s time economy in the home resulting from the
physical separation of the public and of the private realms, was indeed less

governed by form and more related to urban functions and distributions. Section 6.3
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examines these urban shifts and changes as observed and documented during the
research following the guidelines established during the literature review and

participant feedback.

6.2 Negotiating Boundaries: the Spatial and the Perceptual

The types of boundaries discussed in this section are described as both spatial and
perceptual, the examination of which is not limited to descriptive narratives that
locate them within the city. Boundaries are discussed as prohibitive conditions, such
as in the case of commercial uses that exclude the presence of women and as
conditions that create opportunities for alternate spaces and behaviours within the
city. Such spaces include the hidden places of worship and attitudes related to the
use of the private car. Through the research, | have come to appreciate that most
urban and architectural boundaries are neither spatial not perceptual, but exhibit
characteristics of both. Even the tallest physical wall that quintessentially separates
two entities is loaded with subsequent prejudice and political nuance, where political
refers to relationships of power. Therefore, each of the following discussions on
boundaries carry meanings that are extracted in varying degrees from the
physicality of their presence as boundaries and the connotations that are associated
with them. Discussions include boundary negotiations that occur in the public realm
and examine types of areas that women avoid and areas where women who visit
them are hidden from plain sight. Also, the significance of the use of the private car
is discussed and its role as an enabler of boundaries that are both spatial and
perceptually. Other discussions about boundaries expose women’s attitude towards
spatial borders in domestic design and their impact on the quality of their urban
experience that is indirectly related to women’s reluctance towards co-housing

practices in the private realm.

Sites of Residence: Women in Hidden Spaces in the City

Women’s experiences in the city, particularly in the public realm, can be examined
through certain constants such as the habit of Sunday church going discussed in
chapter 3. For the purpose of the research, three types of places of worship were
considered (Figure 6.1). The first type includes large cathedrals attended by

Limassolian women, the second refers to hidden places within the city centre where
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local women can worship in a more intimate setting, and the third type refers to
places of worship attended by foreign domestic workers. The third type is discussed
in more detail in a following section. The social history and origin of the seocng type,
the hidden spaces, is unknown; women’s need to retreat to such places can be
interpreted as a means of creating spaces within the public realm that are neither

public nor private, thus negotiating a virtual kind of boundary that is instilled by the
archetypal masculine nature of the public realm.
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Figure 6.1 Religious spaces for local women, including hidden spaces and religious spaces
for foreign women'

When asked to describe the ways in which they inhabit the public realm, all
participants except one, brought up the theme of religious worship. As mentioned in
chapter 3, Limassol’'s commercial and administrative centre, which is located within
the city’s historic core, hosts three of the most important Greek Orthodox cathedrals
in the greater Limassol area, built in the first half of the twentieth century. Their
importance in local culture is not only related to their monumental size, but to their

essence as symbols of ethnic pride, of community unity and neighbourhood identity.

' Drawn by Anna Papadopoulou
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The latter is evidenced by the fact that municipalities in the older parts of Limassol,
and indeed in every city in Cyprus, are named after the parish’s church. Although
contemporary Cypriot society has become more secular over the years, the older
generation of women remain more loyal to religious worship than men. It was rare
for women of this generation to have been employed, and as such, Sunday church
was a way for them to escape from their daily routine of domesticity while
socializing with other women from their parish. To this day, the majority of

churchgoers in Cyprus are women (Figure 6.2).

Figure 6.2 Three Women in front of a church’

The cathedral-type churches that are considered landmarks in Limassol’s historic
core are situated in locations that are not particularly strategic with respect to
existing public spaces, i.e. they are not adjacent to important urban squares, nor do
they act as a particular urban axis. However, their dimensions dominate the

surrounding built environment, where for instance the dome could reach as high as

" Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
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thirty metres, and they are built on plots that measure approximately the size of an
urban block. Thus the surrounding space around the church has assumed the
character of a public gathering space that although is occasionally used for religious

events, can also function as an autonomous, informal public area (Figure 6.3).

Figure 6.3 Religious spaces for local women: Agia Triada"
In contrast with this distinctly public character of religious worship by native
Limassolian women are the occasional, obscured religious spaces hidden within the
urban fabric (Figure 6.4a). These small churches can be accessed from
inconspicuous openings usually between two buildings that are practically
concealed along the streetscape (Figure 6.4b). These kind of discreet, yet formal,
spaces within the city dedicated to religious activities for Limassolian women are
juxtaposed not only to the sizable churches that allow for more overt worship, but
are also in contrast with the religious activities of the foreign domestic workers

discussed below.

Image constructed by Anna Papadopoulou
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Figure 6.4a Religious spaces for local women: hidden church, Agiou Andronikou and

Athanasias”

Figure 6.4b Religious spaces for local women: hidden church, Agiou Andronikou and

Athanasias’

" Source: Patticheion Municipal Museum, Historical Archives, Research Centre of Limassol
¥ Drawn by Anna Papadopoulou
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The existence of these hidden churches within Limassol's public realm is not only a
manifestation of spaces that act as thresholds between the public and the private,
but it unveils connections between space, spirituality and patriarchy. These
connections are revealed through traditions and tales passed down from
generations that depict an intimacy between women and these smaller, more
unassuming churches. This is contrasted by the fact that most cathedral-type
churches in Limassol, and indeed in other cities, have a more gender-neutral
character and lack the richness in feminine folklore and traditions encountered in

the hidden churches.

The church of Agiou Andronikou and Athanasias was said to have been a hiding
point during the escape of a woman known as Chiotissa, i.e. woman from the island
of Chios, and her companion, Anna, from the harem of a wealthy Ottoman.®
According the story, the two women left the harem secretly at night, and ran to the
church to hide. Inside the church, in a small storage area, they found two sets of
men’s clothes that had been left there for them by Chiotissa’s brother. After they
changed their clothes, they left their Anatolian, gold-embroidered dresses between
the lit candles and the blessed oils.' Thus, according to tradition, if a Limassolian
woman wishes to accomplish a task, she leaves an item of clothing in that little
storage room. Near the well on the east side of the church, Chiotissa’s brother and
his friends were waiting while pretending to draw water. There they met the women

and led them back to Chios."’

Another hidden church, Agia Marina, is located approximately 500 metres west of
the church of Agiou Andronikou and Athanasias. It is a more humble structure,
whose entrance was located behind a private house, approximately fifteen metres
behind a narrow road. Although the private house has recently been demolished,
the entrance is still obscured and, as Agni Michaelidou writes, it is protected, by an
old Acacia tree (Figure 6.5)."? On the branches of the tree, mothers hang colourful
cloths in the name of their sick children because St Marina is known as the patron
saint of infants and children.” In addition to the cloths hanging from the tree, in
recent decades mothers of sick children commission local craftsmen to make wax
replicas of a baby’s body or of a child’s ailing limb and these replicas are then

placed as a votive in the entrance of the church.
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Figure 6.5 Religious spaces for local women: hidden church, Agia Marina

The three different types of churchgoing activities are spatially distinguishable. The
most physically prominent type is the monumental sized church. Because of the
sheer size of these churches, they are considered more than places of worship;
they have become urban and cultural landmarks. They are usually comprised of
three spaces, the Sanctuary which is accessible only to the priest, the Nave which
is where the worshipers stand or sit, and the Narthex which is the space that
connects the Nave to the outside world. The large open spaces surrounding these
churches function as neighbourhood gathering points, provide spaces for children to
play and offer space where community events can take place. Their imposing
architecture and iconography are a source of pride and local identity for the

neighbourhood and the city.

The second church type is tucked away and concealed behind street facades.
These hidden churches are considerably smaller in size. Often they are comprised
of a single room and they are almost always made of humbler building materials.
Spirituality in these churches is experienced differently than in the larger churches.
When looking up at the imposing dome of the latter, the worshiper is humbled by
the universality of God, whereas when entering a hidden church, the worshiper is

inspired by the intimacy and mysticism of religion. In the large, cathedral-type
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churches men and women sit in different areas, separated by an aisle. In the

smaller, hidden churches men and women usually sit together.

The third type of space for religious worship is attended by women who are
transient, who come from South and Southeast Asia most of whom are employed
as domestic workers. They adhere to a variety of religions such as Buddhism and
several minor Christian denominations such as Evangelical Christianity, New
Testament Church, Judah Ministry and Seventh-Day Adventist Church. They are
housed behind shop spaces demarcated by large signs (Figure 6.6). Other than

chairs and tables for refreshments, the rooms inside are bare and unadorned.

Figure 6.6 Religious spaces for domestic workers"

Another important distinction between these spaces is in the way these activities
resonate within the city centre; on Sundays, Greek Orthodox churches announce
services by the sound of the formal and prominent bells whose volume is
proportional to the size of the church. Bells attached to smaller churches, such as
one of the hidden ones mentioned above, are almost unnoticeable in the
surrounding community. In contrast, the sounds of the singing from the South and
Southeast Asian women at around noon, is less formal, yet more relatable to a

society of growing secularism. Thus, domestic workers employ temporal means to

¥ Photos by Anna Papadopoulou
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state their urban presence which is otherwise obscured, whereas local women
worship in concealed environments, either inside churches that are sometimes an
important element of urban infrastructure and sometimes hidden within small
obscure spaces. While women are attending their respective churches, men
socialize in coffee shops to observe public realm activity. The spatial relation of this

social arrangement and its significance is discussed in the following section.

Zones Surveillance: Places for Men

As explored above, small churches that are hidden within Limassol's urban fabric
express a blurring between the boundaries of public and private spaces on an urban
level. If these ‘private’ places of worship are a response to women trying to carve
out a place for themselves in the male-dominated public realm, then what are forces
that regulate this dynamic flux? In other words, what are the conditions that urge
women to activate these sites of resistance? This section examines how tensions
between genders that persist on architectural scale are articulated as adjacencies

and thresholds.

While the older Cypriot women are at church on Sunday mornings, their husbands
often meet at the local coffee shop. As discussed in chapter 4, this was especially
true during the first three quarters of the twentieth century, when both men and
women had less access to media and fewer possibilities for human contact through
telephone or the Internet. It should be noted that although housewives would
socialize at church only once a week, men could visit the local coffee shop every
day, where they would generally talk about work or sports. During the first three
quarters of the twentieth century, another interesting gender-related contrast
regarding the coffee shops transpires; while women were not allowed to attend as
patrons, they were frequently employed to serve coffee (Figure 6.7). On rare
occasions, they were the owners of the coffee shops. Women working in coffee
shops used this opportunity to legitimize their access in spaces that were

considered public because they are dominated by men."
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Figure 6.7 Woman serving coffee at a traditional coffee shop in Limassol

The coffee shops are informally called traditional coffee shops because their
qualities are directly reminiscent of village coffee shops that played an integral part
in the social life of Cypriot agrarian societies. In villages, these coffee shops were
always centrally located and more often than not, they were adjacent to the village
church. This spatial connection is not as strongly observed in urban settings
because of land values. Traditional coffee shops generally open in the mornings
and stay open until early afternoon because evenings are meant to be spent with

the family at home.

Occasionally, the coffee shops are affiliated with sports clubs or clubs where
politically like-minded men can gather. Such a sports club is ‘Ares Sports Club’,
located in Heroon Square, where Ares is the Greek name for Mars, the god of war.
Since sports, and in particular soccer, are quite commonly associated with political
parties, Ares is in fact a soccer team with a distinctly masculine name and leftist
affiliations. Ares opens in the afternoons and caters to men around the age of sixty,
but stays open throughout the evening, thus broadenings its clientele to include

men and women equally by becoming a popular dinner spot.

Although the dimensions of traditional coffee shops vary, they are generally

comprised of an indoor and an outdoor sitting area and a kitchen large enough to
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accommodate a single worktable where the coffee was made and space for a fridge
that would usually fit under the worktop for cold drinks. One particular spatial
characteristic of the coffee shop that has been common in both its rural and urban
expressions is the permeable treatment of the wall — usually the fagade — that
separates the indoor from the outdoor sitting area so that patrons can maximize
their view of the public realm. Presumably in the old days, this arrangement allowed
men not only to observe public activity, but it would alert them when their wives

were leaving church at the end of Sunday morning services (Figure 6.8).

Figure 6.8 Adjacencies of churches and coffee shops in traditional village settingsVii

In their urban format traditional coffee shops are located in areas of mixed use, as
close as possible to commercial pockets or other public buildings and uses. While
some of these traditional coffee shops survive to this day in the centre of Limassol,
(Figure 6.9) the patrons remain exclusively men over the age of sixty. As younger
generations do not subscribe to social segregation, they opt to frequent gender-
neutral places. In older times, the terms of women’s exclusion from the coffee shops
were clearer than today; although women would frequently be the proprietors of
coffee shops, the institution of the coffee shop defined these spaces as men-only
zones. Women would never be seen sitting with the patrons. Although women’s
emancipation has made these socio-spatial boundaries less prohibitive, even in
present-day traditional coffee shops, it is extremely rare for women to sit down and

have a beverage there.

Nina, who is in her sixties, was the only participant who indirectly acknowledged
gender boundaries relating to coffee shops when she suggested the city needs

coffee shops for women, while making the distinction that these coffee shops should

vii
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not be politically coloured. She also posited that places like these where women can
socialize should not be limited to the city centre but should be located in suburban
areas, to accommodate older women who are not mobile and who have little
opportunities for entertainment outside their home. Thus she indicated another
conditional boundary of female inhabitants of the city: those who are elderly and live

in suburban areas cannot transport themselves to the central locations in the city
where they could socialize and benefit from commercial services.
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Figure 6.9 Locations of churches and coffee shops in Limassol™

The kind of spatial boundaries and zones that transition from the public to the
private associated with coffee shops that are discussed above are related to the
ethnically Greek-Cypriot portion of the population, although spaces within the centre
of Limassol can also be occupied by other ethnicities, especially Muslims, where
gender division is more prominent. Pavlos Melas Street (Figure 6.10), a street that
lies within the case study Heroon Square, is a road where interesting relations of
gender power are at play. At its western end there is a betting shop that attracts

mostly Cypriot men. In fact, the name of the betting shop is quite indicative of the

viii
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kind of clientele it anticipates: it is called ‘Maykag’ (mangas) which is Greek word

used to describe a manly man, a man who is crafty, brave and defiant.

Two shops down from Mangas is a shisha café where the clientele is exclusively
male and mostly Middle Eastern. Two shops down on the other side of the betting
shop is Jimmy’s Coffee Shop, which is traditional coffee shop frequented only by
men. A common characteristic among these ethnic establishments and the coffee
shops discussed above is the transparency of the window pane separating the
indoor from the outdoor sitting area that enables the patrons to sit facing the outside
so that they may observe passers-by and other activities. Not only do the men
sitting at Jimmy’s position themselves in such a way as to be able to watch
surrounding activities, they even appropriate the opposite side of the road, thus
creating an informal living room arrangement (Figure 6.11). On the opposite side of
the road from Jimmy’s is the site of an old cabaret. Although the cabaret has been
closed for more than a decade, its sign is still visible. Spatial circumstances such as
these create a masculine zone of surveillance that serves as a reminder to women

of men’s de facto jurisdiction over the public realm.

1. Traditional coffee shops
occupied exclusively by
men

2. Cabaret (now closed)

3. Brothel

4. Establishments
suggesting masculinity

Figure 6.10 Pavlos Melas Street
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Figure 6.11 Jimmy’s appropriating space across the street on Pavlos Melas Street™

Across the street from Jimmy’s, is yet another establishment where the name and
branding carries gender connotations. A kebab place called ‘Aékatlng’ (lokatzis)
has stood prominently for many years across the Square, where the name refers to
an elite branch of the Cyprus Army that is the equivalent of the Special Forces. A
Cypriot man who belongs to this branch of the army is a man who is strong both
mentally and physically, more capable and more accomplished. Less than fifty
metres from Lokatzis are the houses of two of the last remaining prostitutes in the
area. One of the prostitutes has recently passed away, but the other is still active
(Figure 6.12). It should be noted that she does not seem to live at the house and
simply goes to the house from Monday to Friday, from approximately eight o’clock

and stays until two or three in the afternoon (Figure 6.13).

In between these spaces where men are the predominant users are places that
include dormitories for students of the Technical University and another kebab place
that has opened more recently. Both establishments carry more neutral names such
as ‘H lMAareia’ (The Square) and ‘MmrpifoAadiko’ (Pork Chop House) respectively.
Nevertheless, the gender neutrality of these spaces does not significantly detract
from the otherwise politically charged character of the street that is brought on by
the kinds of uses that favour overwhelmingly male patrons. The significance of the
establishments’ names cannot be overstated in conveying the type of users they

anticipate to attract. Ares Sports Club becomes an exception, where although the

ix Image constructed by Anna Papadopoulou
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afternoon crowd is all men, the evening crowd is decidedly mixed in gender and age.
Thus, it appears that women’s avoidance of certain places is not only related to the
images projected by names, but by its hours of operation where mornings and
afternoons are times when women who are of the generation of men who frequent
the coffee shops are expected to be doing housework although many of them
probably employ domestic workers. Thus women’s presence in the public realm is
controlled not only by perceptual boundaries, but by temporal ones the stem from

the perceptual ones.

Figure 6.12 The house of a prostitute in Heroon Square”

Figure 6.13 The prostitute going home at the end of the day"i

* Photo by Anna Papadopoulou. The sign on the door reads ‘knock on the door, if | am in, |
will open’
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Places not for Women

Other public spaces that are inaccessible to women are public toilets. This presents
an altogether different kind of boundary than that of the male-dominated coffee
shops, betting shops, prostitutes’ houses or ethnic shisha lounges. The
aforementioned establishments are private, and subject to the laws of the free
market, whereas public toilets constitute a service towards the community that is
financed by state taxes. Inspired by Greed’s research on the undemocratic nature of
public toilets, participants were asked to convey their perception of these public
facilities and to comment on their condition in the areas in the city that they were
familiar with. Greed citing Wigley-Asante, Kitchen, Law and others suggest that
access to public toilets is not only a key component of spatial equality from a gender
perspective, but is an important element of sustainable and walkable communities
because they enable a diminished dependency on the private vehicle. ™ All
participants definitely stated that they avoid public toilets at all costs because they
do not believe them to be hygienically kept by the municipalities. None of the
participants, however, question the two basic elements relating to public toilets in

Limassol as offering a prejudicial distinction against women (Figure 6.14).

Figure 6.14 Public toilets at Heroon Square"ii

X' Photo by Anna Papadopoulou
“ Photos by Georgia Theokli
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The first order of discrimination centres on the fact that women have different needs
when it comes to using toilets. Although they usually take longer and require clean,
horizontal space to lay their bags on, all public toilets in Limassol (and other cities in
Cyprus) have equal numbers and dimensions of stalls. Occasionally, the men’s
toilets have two or three urinals in addition to the toilet stalls, thus making numbers
even less democratic. The second element of injustice relating to public toilets
unrecognized by Limassolian women was that the negligence of the municipality
constitutes a form of discrimination within the public realm. Since public toilets are
an integral part of the public domain and the municipality is the official custodian of
this arena, it is reasonable to expect that municipal governance ensures that spaces
within the city function and serve equally for men as they do for women. Greed cites
Wrigley-Asante, who suggests the absence of adequate facilities restricts women’s
participation and subsequent contribution to the economy and to urban
development at large.'® The fact that women do not demand equal accessibility to
all spaces within the city, and also seem unaware of their inherent right to do so
demonstrates a certain passivity and a skewed sense of awareness of their rights

as urban dwellers.

Some participants did bring up inadequate street lighting (Figure 6.15) and
pavement width, thus indicating a certain common understanding of their rights as
equal members of the community and a consciousness of how space is related to
their needs. Some women, in particular mothers of young children such as
Wilhelmina and Anthoulla, indicated difficulties in negotiating narrow pavements,
and Wilhelmina who lives in the centre of the Limassol even described street
lighting as ‘medieval’. However, when pressed to identify streets, zones or areas
where they feel hindered or unsafe because of poor design, several struggled to be
more specific. Even when they were able to identify an area, such as Heroon
Square for Chryso, reasons cited indicated perceptual boundaries and not spatial
qualities. Chryso remembers Heroon Square as a disreputable area when
prostitution was concentrated there and this memory is enough to create a mental
boundary. Yet, when participants who discussed feeling unsafe, albeit vaguely,
were asked if their insecurities would be mitigated if they were travelling by car, they
all responded positively. This condition highlights the pervasiveness of the use of

the private car, the consequences of which are discussed in the next section.

The differences between the kinds of boundaries that are dictated by commercial

uses and their nuanced image, and the boundaries discussed above that form
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around spaces that are inaccessible to women can be viewed in two different ways.
Firstly, boundaries of the former category are connected to the economic system of
the free market, where the latter boundaries fall within the jurisdiction of the public
sector and highlight a failing in good governance. Another way to consider the
difference between the two types of boundaries is by acknowledging the
pervasiveness of social structures in public spaces. Cypriot society does not
sanction women to patronise a traditional coffee shop or a brothel. Consequently,
women avoid spaces such as the traditional coffee shops or prostitutes’ houses
because of the legacy of social norms that command them to do so, whereas
spaces such as public toilets and poorly lit roads are avoided as a means of

alleviating potentially dangerous conditions.

Xiii

Figure 6.15 Poor night-time lighting around Heroon Square

Domestic Enclosures: Privacy or Isolation?

Dynamic forces spatializing tensions between public and private conditions on an
architectural scale are not encountered only in the public realm. Evidence of
Limassolian women’s complicated relation to notions of privacy is manifested in
their reluctance to share domestic spaces with people outside their immediate
environment in order to optimize daily housework. Deciphering attitudes towards

domestic privacy in Cypriot society presents a particular challenge since there has

Xiii
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been little research done on the subject. One way to frame an understanding is to
consider events or conditions that have impacted society in objective ways. One
such event that can help frame our understanding is the Turkish invasion of 1974
and one such condition is the recent and rather abrupt urbanization of Cyprus, both
of which were discussed in chapter 4. The Turkish invasion was a singular event
that shook the Cypriot collective psyche to the core as it magnified feelings of
persistent anxiety and insecurity that had been cultivated by generations of
oppression by foreign conquerors. Subsequent to the invasion has been the military
occupation by Turkey of approximately forty per cent of land in the north part of the
island and the separation of the two ethnic groups where the Cypriots of Greek and
Turkish ethnic background have concentrated in the south and the north part of the
island respectively and where the two regions are separated by a physical, militarily-

controlled boundary."’

Direct spatial consequences of the invasion and the occupation can be seen most
vividly in Nicosia, the capital city of Cyprus located in the centre of the island, which
has in effect been divided into two ethnic parts by a physical boundary. Other cities
such as Limassol and Larnaca have also been impacted, but in less profound ways.
Specifically, Limassol has been affected by the invasion on the following two levels.
Firstly, the city had to accommodate approximately two hundred thousand people
who were displaced from the northern part of the island."® Considering the fact that
the overall population of Cyprus at the time of the invasion was approximately five
hundred thousand, the number of refugees that had to be accommodated in a short

period of time is hardly negligible.

The second way in which Limassolians, and Cypriots in general have been affected
by the invasion that is visible in the urban landscape, is the spatial manifestation of
the fear and apprehension regarding personal safety and private property. Local
architecture’s response to this psychological shift is traceable on post-invasion
buildings, particularly in houses, from the colours of exterior walls and the heights of
the fence walls surrounding them. Pre-invasion Cyprus modernist and post-
modernist era produced public and vernacular architecture that was vibrant and
progressive in form and in colour; the first wave of privately owned houses after the
invasion were notably white. Although this can be attributed to a variety reasons
such as bioclimatic efficiency and better value of white paint, another, and more

subtle reason is that white, nondescript buildings that make no particular aesthetic
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statement symbolize the psyche of a timid people who are eager to avoid

controversy, and eager to be accepted by the global community.™

Another architectural element brought on by the aftermath of the invasion that is
more pertinent to the research, is the height reached by walls surrounding private
houses. As discussed in chapter 3, as housing areas moved away from the historic
core of Limassol, the vernacular courtyard typology that is intrinsically related to the
typology of continuous building, transitioned into a single-family house located in the
centre of an urban plot with a minimum buffer of three metres on all sides.
Consequently, the minimum distance between two houses is six metres. This form
of house was not only isolated from its physical surroundings, but becomes
additionally introverted by a high surrounding wall. One of my earliest impressions
from working at an architectural firm upon returning to Cyprus after my studies was
the eagerness with which clients prioritized discussing options for making their
future house’s surrounding wall as high as possible. Often this urgency superseded

other issues like numbers of bedrooms and square feet of kitchens (Figure 6.16).

Figure 6.16 High fences™

Through the participants’ responses it became clear that this type of house, i.e. the
detached house, with its distinct markings of privacy, located in an area that is far
from the hectic city centre is considered the ideal housing arrangement for most
women. Those who live in such houses were accepting of their attributes, and most
of those who currently live in apartments consider them a worthy goal. Although this

observation is concurrent with Hayden’s discourse on the middle-class American
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dream, in Cyprus this condition does not indicate strict social class distinctions. In
fact, because of the way the urban economic model is structured, house ownership
is not limited to the middle- and upper-income class. Nevertheless, certain newly
built residential areas are clearly intended for higher income families where features
related to residential privacy are proportionally more pervasive. Such features

include the ubiquitous tall surrounding fence and the lower house to plot ratio.

During Ottoman times, Cypriot women were isolated in shachnisi’s, enclosed
balconies projecting over public roads where women could observe street activity
without being gazed upon by others, enabling them to participate vicariously in
public life (6.17). Nowadays Cypriot women experience a different kind of spatial
isolation, one that is not necessarily imposed by their spouses and elders in order to
preserve social constructs, but one that is a consequence of choice and preference.
One could also argue that their choice and preference is a consequence of social
conditioning. While women do participate in public life as members of the workforce,
the houses they live in ensure that once they leave work and reach their homes,
their separation from any element of the public realm such as the pavement of the
street is enforced by the measurable distance between their front gate and their
entrance door. It should be noted that although these distances are obligatory and
are regulated by town planning laws, data analysis suggests that Limassolian
women voluntary subscribe to them and do not consider them an unwelcome

imposition.

Figure 6.17 Shachnisi™

As Hayden and others have identified women’s isolation from the public arena as
the outcome of the separation of the public and the private, in the case of Cyprus,
where physical distances are not as expansive as those in the United States,

isolation is expressed more on a micro than on a macro scale. To this point, this

* Sketch by Anna Papadopoulou
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kind of spatial isolation imposed on the inhabitants of the single-family house from
its surrounding fences is a hindrance to the growth of community bonds and an
obstacle to the potential collaboration between women within a neighbourhood
(Figure 6.18).

:
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Figure 6.18 Collaboration vs. Isolation™

It is unclear whether women’s isolation in their home during Ottoman times and their
tenuous relationship with the public areas around their home enforced by
architectural elements such as the shachnisi was involuntary or whether women
themselves welcomed these spatial elements as some form of protection. There is
also no evidence that women were actively involved in the architectural and urban
development of Cyprus during Ottoman times. On the contrary, there is plenty of
evidence discussed in chapter 4 to suggest that women were regarded as property
and as creatures of desire that had be safeguarded and protected. As the Ottoman
rule was succeeded by British colonialism in 1878 and was followed by Cyprus’
declaration as an independent state in 1960, women’s social status gradually
improved and their influence in the built environment became more noticeable. As

discussed above, women’s impact in urban development is expressed in physical

“ Sketch by Anna Papadopoulou
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terms in the way commercial activity adjusts to accommodate women who instead
of being confined to the private realm, are now able to choose to divide their time
between the public and the private. However, women’s potential impact in the

private realm, and more specifically in Cypriot domestic design, is less apparent.

A distinct evolution of the Limassolian urban housing typology was the transition
from the courtyard type house to the detached house. This transition resulted from
the rise of the middle class and the consequent expansion of houses outside the
confined space of the old town. There seems to be no equivalent traceable
evolution of domestic design, apart from the appearance of the room with the en
suite for the domestic help, to demarcate women’s entry into the workforce during
the second half of the twentieth century. Therefore, although women'’s life choices
have broadened and their decision-making power has increased, their impact on the
fundamentals of domestic design is still unclear. While women have been trained as
architects since the 1970s and according to an unofficial estimate by the Cyprus
Architects Association women and men architects will be registered in equal
numbers within the next decade, their entry into the architectural profession has

shown little or no noticeable impact on urban or domestic design.

The responses of the participants who are trained architects, mostly reinforced the
stereotype of women’s association with the private realm by positing that women
are the ones who should and indeed do take most of the decisions regarding the
design of the house, whereas the husband or father is in charge of finances and
oversees construction. Thus two paradoxes transpire. First, in spite of the growing
number of women architects, who themselves have successfully transitioned from
the private to the public arena, still consider womanhood as connected to the
private realm. The second paradox is that the presence of a substantial number of
women architects, as well as women clients, has not led to significant developments
in domestic design that would either reflect women’s new position in the social
structure or facilitate her new lifestyle as a working woman. House and apartment
layouts remain relatively loyal to the standard where public areas within the home
like living rooms and dining areas are adjacent to the entrance, thus placing them
closer to public areas outside the home, whereas areas such as the kitchen in
which women were traditionally consigned, are located at the back of the home.?
Edwards considers this form of zoning within the home as a conscious act of gender
separation, which confines women to the hidden areas of the home, thus allowing

man to maintain control of the more public areas of the home.?'

246



Although architectural elements of isolation such as the shachnisi that were once
imposed on women have been eliminated and women themselves are able to make
choices about their living conditions, they nevertheless choose a housing format
that enables a different kind of socio-spatial isolation. This can be attributed to the
sluggish nature of social process that perhaps has not allowed for enough time to
bring forth paradigm shifts, but it can also be related to issues within architectural
education. As indicated by Scott Brown and Greed, women studying in architectural
and urban planning academies are compelled to comply with the design persona
projected by the male-dominated legacies these academies were founded on.??
Even if faculties are gradually becoming equally staffed by both genders, pedagogic
principles and traditions remain a reflection of the long-standing architectural
traditions that portray the (male) architect as the hero, the master builder, the
genius who dominates by exuding masculine charisma.?® Substantive transitions in
academic curricula need time and energy to acquire the necessary momentum for

change.

As argued by Friedman, women clients and women architects have the potential to
reinvent domestic design, to expand and transcend its essence beyond that of the
confined dwelling of the traditional nuclear family. However, the Limassolian women
who participated in the research seemed unaware of their potential. Limassolian
women architects’ lack of awareness of the possibilities afforded to them by their
profession was apparent in a number of their responses. Their compliance with
design principles instilled by their male counterparts is evidenced by the
Limassolian architects participating in the research who reported on their

observations on the built environment from a gender-neutral perspective.

Most women who participated in the research described the public arena as a place
that offers equal employment and social opportunities to both genders, although
when contrary evidence was suggested to them, some did allow doubt to tip their
perspectives. Architects and non-architects alike seemed completely complacent
with the form and function of their home. The notion of separating public and private
functions of the city by injecting physical distance between was not read by them as
an attempt to limit them in the private realm as is supported by the literature review.
Instead, true to the middle-class dream, living in a quiet, preferably residential use

area was regarded as a highly desirable condition.
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Oppositely, the few participants (none of whom came from the architectural
profession) who live in Limassol’s historic core, spoke enthusiastically of their
everyday urban experiences in a mixed-use, busy area of the city. However, their
focus was on qualities such as walkability, vibrancy and proximity to services rather
than facilitating conditions of collaborative communities. None of the six women who
live in the city centre, in houses that literally shared walls with their neighbours
because of the tight urban fabric of continuous built dwellings, addressed the
possibility of sharing domestic tasks with women outside the nuclear family. This
offers a different perspective from the earlier discussion in the research of how the
typology of the detached, suburban Cypriot house is the main reason for women’s
voluntary isolation from each other and from the possibility of a more facilitated

urban experience.

6.3 Experiencing Urban Shifts and Changes

While searching through the literature to collect guidance on how to map changes in
urban form resulting from shifts in gender relations, it became apparent that
identifying literal changes in form was an elusive task. Urban transitions and
transformations deriving from gender conditions leave clues that are subtle, and at
times imperceptible, and have less to do with actual form and more to do with the
way space is used. Transitions in urban uses are a direct consequence of the
temporo-spatial relations, and they delve into women’s occupancy and experiences
in both the public and in the private realms. The changes and shifts observed relate
to two different aspects: the commercial adjustments of the market that is referred
to in the research as ‘commercializing domesticity’ and the introduction of a new
class of women in the city who take on the domestic workload Limassolian women
can no longer maintain in addition to their duties as members of the labour force. It
was thus concluded that these two visible urban shifts are a direct response to
temporal boundaries women face in their everyday urban experience that are

imposed by spatial as well as social structures.

Commercializing Domesticity

Time management challenges that are a consequence of the physical distance

between work and home and the limited time working women have to fulfil their
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domestic obligations are mitigated by delegating and commercializing certain tasks
outside the home. Such tasks include laundry, childcare and cooking, which give
rise to commercial services like launderettes, dry-cleaning services, day care
centres, takeaways, eateries and fast food shops. The latter group also includes a
particular kind of takeaway shops called ‘paipkd’ (mairka) that sell convenience food
that replicates traditional, home-cooked Cypriot food. Although ‘paipkd’ occupy the
size of a regular shop of around fifty to sixty square metres and aim to mimic
domestic environments, they include a professional kitchen that produces
convenience food of sufficient quantity for a viable business that employs an
average of five people. The food prepared is humble, everyday food, that although it
is prepared commercially usually by a male cook, it is intended to replicate food

prepared by a mother or a wife in a domestic kitchen.

Although | was not able to retrieve information that supports the coinciding of the
proliferation of this transference of domestic tasks into the urban scale with the
gradual entry of Limassolian women into the labour market, based on empirical
information and the literature that was reviewed, it seems reasonable to assume a
connection between these two conditions. The popularity of types of places such as
the ‘paipkd,’ indicates that women spending less time at home at the expense of
domestic tasks brings forth a kind of nostalgia for the time when women were
predominately housewives — even guilt, on behalf of the women - that is somehow
compensated by the commercial availability of home-cooked, traditional Cypriot
food.

The participants were asked to share their views and observations of how the city
has changed in their lifetime and they were asked to consider how these changes
might be related to gender relations and to the advent of the working, Limassolian
woman. Most participants identified changes in the city that relate to increasing
numbers of general migration of Cypriots and foreigners but most had
understandable difficulties in identifying a specific urban process that is related to
women’s shift from housewives to active members of the workforce. After it was
suggested to the participants that the occurrence of commercializing domesticity
might have contributed to noticeable changes in the city that relate to gender
relations, almost all participants confidently agreed. Some viewed these changes as
positive, i.e. they considered them as a sign of women’s independence that comes
from choosing to delegate and outsource tasks that are perhaps burdensome, and

other women, such as Rena and Xenia read the phenomenon of commercializing
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domesticity as an unpleasant consequence of modernization and a compromise of
domestic values. Since all participants either were, or still are engaged in paid
labour, the response of Rena and Xenia indicates an internal conflict between the
desire or the need to work and the unwarranted consequence of neglecting family

responsibilities.

Women’s understanding of the possible impact of their presence in the public realm
as an agency of urban shifts such as the commercialization of domesticity is
indicative of a recurring phenomenon throughout the study whereby Limassolian
women appear unaware of how deeply embedded social structure is within Cypriot
society. Since participants lack an academic background in urban and architectural
theory, one cannot fault them for their inability to identify specific urban changes
that relate to social processes. However, there was an unmistakable initial
reluctance to accept their role as active players, which is unhelpful in the journey
towards spatial equality. In addition to agency, understanding urban change as a
result of social process is an important parameter that provides tools and
mechanisms that can improve urban space in substantive and egalitarian ways.
According to the data analysis, Limassol’s response to the rise of new agency is to
provide space for commercial activity that in effect extracts tasks from the private
realm, spatializes them and inserts them into the public realm. However, as
evidenced by the participants’ responses and personal observations, this extraction
of activity from the home did not create a substantial vacuum to significantly change
Cypriot residential typologies. Indeed, there have been adjustments in domestic
design, but these have been subtle and nuanced and are discussed in the section

that follows.

Mobility and a New Class of Women in Limassol

Through the participants’ responses, it was revealed that Limassolian women prefer
to share their daily tasks either with other women from their immediate family
environment, i.e. their mothers or mothers-in-law, or with hired domestic help. The
phenomenon of domestic help has been prevalent in Cyprus for more than half a
century. Initially, hired help in an urban context would mean women, usually from
surrounding villages, would clean the houses of middle- and upper-class women a
few times a week. Since historically Cyprus social structure did not have an

indigenous aristocracy,? the origins and development of the practice of hiring
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domestic help has been so far uncharted by sociologists and cultural historians.
According to some of the older participants, having domestic help in the fifties and
sixties was not necessarily limited to households where the wife was employed.
Within the last twenty years, the role of domestic help has been assumed by women
from the Philippines and the Indian subcontinent who come to Cyprus to work for
approximately five to ten years so that they may earn enough money to ensure a

better life for their families upon their return to their country.

The ubiquitous presence of domestic help in contemporary Limassolian society can
be evidenced by the fact that almost all the participants in the research have had
Filipinas or South Asian women to help with domestic work either occasionally, or
on a regular basis. Frequently, domestic help will live with the family, especially if
the female employer is a working mother, or she will come in once or twice a week
and work for a few hours. These women are responsible for a range of domestic
tasks including looking after children and elderly people, cleaning the house, doing

laundry and preparing meals.

The presence of women from South and Southeast Asia in Cyprus can be detected
in both the private and the public realm. In the private realm, recently there has
been a trend to design houses and upscale apartments to include a room with an
en-suite bathroom for the domestic worker. Designing spaces for domestic help is
also common in retrofitted apartments and restorations. In order to ensure that the
family’s privacy is maintained, usually this room is located as far away from the
family’s bedrooms as possible without it interfering with the public spaces of the
house (Figure 6.18). Cypriot contemporary domestic design has evolved in such a
way as to include living spaces for the hired woman who will relieve the woman who
works outside the home from some, if not most, of her domestic duties. Spaces
within the home that are allocated to this woman must be away from the private
zones of the house but not too close to the public areas, such as the living rooms
and dining areas. In other words, although her presence in the house must be as
discrete and understated as possible, her contribution enables Cypriot women to

inhabit the public realm with greater ease and efficiency.
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Figure 6.18 Room and en suit for domestic help""ii

The presence of South and Southeast Asian women in the public realm is perhaps
less spatialized and more temporal. There are no buildings or spaces that are
designed and built especially to accommodate them, but just as the built
environment presents evidence of the (Cypriot) working women through particular
commercial uses, the presence of Asian domestic helpers can be observed from the
temporal activities that they engage in within the public domain. During the week,
these women are confined within the spaces of the homes where they work and the
only occasion they would be seen outside the home would be to accompany an

elderly person on his or her walk, or to do basic shopping for the home.

On Sunday, which is their day off, they flood the streets in the centre of Limassol,
along the coastline and in other public areas where they can gather and engage in a
variety of activities that range from socializing in large groups to sharing a meal,
trading goods, exchanging services such as cutting each other’s hair, or taking
pictures with each other to send to their families, etc. (Figure 6.20). The most
poignant element of their Sunday urban presence, however, comes from the
melodies of their songs as they meet at certain multipurpose, non-denominational,
religious rooms that are usually in shop spaces scattered in the city centre (Figure
6.21). Depending on their religious affiliation, the women gather in these impromptu
churches every Sunday and sing. Oftentimes these spaces are equipped with
loudspeakers, making the sound of their songs especially moving. This kind of
nonphysical presence is an important feature in Limassol’'s evolving multicultural
identity yet provides an ephemeral illustration of non-Cypriot women’s experience in

the city of Limassol.
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Figure 6.20 Domestic workers on Sundays™"
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The presence of domestic help in the public realm was mentioned only by two
participants: loli, who is from Greece, where the domestic help is not as pervasive
as it is in Cyprus, and Panagiota, whose mention of them was in somewhat
derogatory terms. She referred to the Sunday picnics of dozens of domestic
workers, and spoke disparagingly of the way their presence in large numbers in
public places ‘displaced’ locals. The numbers sometimes reached as high as two
hundred women. After the Mole was refurbished and various signs prohibiting sitting
on the grass were conspicuously erected, domestic workers began gathering on the
opposite side of the coastal avenue. Although the hard surface of the pavement
there is less hospitable when compared to grass, the width of the surface is wide

enough to accommodate some of their previous activities.

The absence from most of the participants’ narrative of the foreign women whose
presence enables Limassolian women to be members of the employment market, is
as conspicuous as it is difficult to understand. Although it is possible that racism and
ethnic discrimination play some role, it is also likely that Limassolian women are not
willing to accept what they subconsciously perceive as their own inadequacy in
being unable to be an accomplished housewife as well as an effective member of
the labour market. This is especially true of women in their thirties and forties who
are only a generation removed from women like Xenia and Rena who found ways to
fulfil their role as housewife and employee without the help of domestic workers, but

possibly with the help of a mother or a sister.

In summary, this new class of Limassolian residents has emerged as a
consequence of women having less time to spend maintaining their home and
taking care of their children and elderly members of the family. In the private realm
their presence is marked by spaces in and around the home that are designated to
them, which keep them within proximity of the home’s public spaces such as
kitchens but provide ample distance between their room and the family’s bedrooms.
Their presence in the public realm becomes more obvious on Sundays, which is
their day off, as they gather in public open spaces to socialize, attend religious
gatherings and exchange goods and services. Consequently, their presence in
Limassol is not only proof of Limassol’s diverse society, but also serves to activate
public spaces in ways that local women do not. Whereas in the private realm their

spatial presence is more or less sanitized by virtue of where their quarters are
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located within the home, their presence in the public realm seems more liberated

and impulsive.

In order to differentiate between the kind of activation that occurs in the public realm
by native Limassolian women and foreign workers, a distinction needs to be made
regarding the spatial contents of the public arena. Limassolian women occupy the
public realm by virtue of being members of the labour market, thus their public
presence occurs less in the spatial world of streets, pavements, squares and parks
and is more related to economic opportunities in spaces that belong and are
managed by the public or the private sector. Whereas native Limassolians use
streets and pavements as transient and utilitarian spaces, foreign domestic workers
activate outdoor areas by occupying them one day a week while engaging in

activities that native Limassolians traditionally conduct indoors.

Reluctance for Spatial Alternatives

Whether in a qualitative or a quantitative manner, measuring changes in any city as
a result of social processes requires a study that expands over decades. Both social
development and urban shifts are distinctly slow processes for different reasons. On
the one hand, social process struggles against perceptions and subjective
interpretations of cultural and religious traditions and on the other hand, urban form
is slow in its transitions as a result of its dependency on economic systems and
architectural traditions. However, the process of change in architectural or urban
form in either the public or the private domain is also dependent on the user’s will.
Throughout the course of the research, | remained interested in the idea of
participatory design and its potential in creating egalitarian spaces, which led to
consider ways in which women could generate conditions of participatory practices
that could alleviate some of their domestic responsibilities, thus allowing for their
public realm experience to be equivalent to their male counterparts. This following

section discusses women'’s outlook on such a possibility.

Whereas commercializing domesticity facilitates a process that takes place in the
commercial public realm, alternatively, other processes that could facilitate working
women could be set in the private realm, and they can be based on more
collaborative, communal and participatory mechanisms, instead of economic

models that could also require spatial adaptations. Co-housing practices have been
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occurring since the beginning of the twentieth century and their main impetus has
been to encourage shared resources as a means of bridging the public and the
private realms.?® Although this practice enables better living conditions for all, Spain,
Hayden, Jarvis, Cloke and Kantor, Sangregorio and others argue that it particularly
benefits women, especially those who are employed outside the home. Although
co-housing units occur in a variety of styles and form, a key characteristic is the
delegating and sharing of domestic duties such as cooking, laundry and childcare

with people outside the nuclear family.

Co-housing living units in Western countries have been housed in different buildings
types and configurations, ranging from Hayden’s redesign of a suburban block, to
retrofitted apartment buildings such as those of Nina West Homes. Regardless of
their particular architectural typology, most co-housing units are comprised of
spaces that are private to one individual or a family and spaces that are public, i.e.
shared by all inhabitants of the housing complex. Under this premise, participants of
the research were asked to express their opinion on how they viewed co-housing as
a lifestyle in general terms and as a possible alternative to their current living
conditions, while making it clear that in order to foster conditions of collaboration
with neighbours or other community members, some spaces that the participants
consider private might be compromised. It was clearly stated to the participants that
the proposed shared spaces would be limited to outdoor barbeques or other

outdoor cooking areas, laundry rooms and other secondary utilitarian spaces.

Most participants were less than enthusiastic on the prospect of being part of such a
living arrangement and they were particularly reluctant to relinquish control of
spaces inside the house or apartment. Reasons cited referred directly and indirectly
to loss of privacy, to feelings of mistrust on whether other parties involved would be
respectful of common spaces and property and whether acceptable levels of
hygiene would be maintained. The latter reason was frequently employed by the
participants less as grounds for rejecting co-housing habits, but more as a
conditional term. As Elisa said, she would not mind cohabitation, provided that
fellow cohabitants were tidy and respectful of common spaces. Additionally,
responses such as those by Veronica indicated that some women understood the
notion of sharing tasks not in tandem with the idea of sharing space, but as a
condition that would occur outside the privacy of her home. Sharing tasks for

Veronica meant participating in carpooling children to school on a daily basis.
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This preoccupation with cleanliness was brought up by several other participants
including Xenia and Rena. This quality is part of the legacy of Cypriot women
finding pride in their domestic achievement, which was discussed in chapter 4. It is
interesting to note that although Xenia, Rena and other participants who rejected
co-housing for reasons of domestic pride are women in their sixties, and therefore
more socially conservative and less aware of gender equality issues than younger
Cypriot women, Elisa is a young lawyer, single and professionally ambitious. She
and other young participants like her maintain a sensitivity towards domestic pride,
presumably as an echo of their mothers’ attitudes. Cypriot homemakers’
enthusiasm towards keeping a clean house is supported by the behaviour of older
women who everyday obsessively sweep and mop not only the inside of their house
and the exterior hardscapes, but extend their daily cleaning frenzy to sweeping and

frequently mopping the public pavement outside their house.

Participants who were more accepting of the possibility of communal housing and
were less concerned with compromising private space were those participants who
are single and in their forties or older. For these participants, the prospect of sharing
domestic tasks and possibly other spaces within their homes promises an antidote
to loneliness. This observation suggests that privacy and isolation are not a
universal preference among Limassolian women, thus further suggesting that the
existing housing typologies that focus on separation and detachment do not satisfy

all users and that there is potential for new, innovative typologies.

Limassolian women'’s reluctance towards co-housing can be attributed to a number
of conditions that are related to the desire for home ownership. Some of these
conditions are parallel to those described by Hayden in her exploration of the
suburban allure and its connection to gender relations. In her book Redesigning the
American Dream, Hayden describes the American dream in terms of home
ownership as a means of measuring achievement and self-worth. The notion of
home ownership, however, comes with distinct spatial requirements for open
spaces suitable for urban development and the consequent issue of distancing the
private realm from the public one. In addition to the emergence of consumer and
materialist tendencies and the desire to climb the social ladder, Hayden associates
the need to become a homeowner with an emotional response to the perception of
the dwelling as an extension of the body, as both body and dwelling are physical
spaces designed to mediate between the body and nature.”® The aforementioned

elements that constitute the desire for homeownership transcend nations and
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culture and as such they can be considered applicable to the case of Limassol.
Thus, Limassolian women'’s reluctance to embrace the possibilities of co-housing is
a boundary not measured in space, but a restricting condition that is related to
perceptual barriers whose origin is deeply rooted in social norms and traditions.
Although the notion of boundaries that are largely conditional on a lack of
awareness because of embedded attitudes are discussed in the following section, |
regard the rejection of co-housing as an issue more closely related to attitudes
towards potential cultural and architectural change. Hence | have chosen to review
it at the end of the discussion on urban shifts and changes, thus enabling a
transition towards the next section of the chapter that discusses boundaries

currently occurring in the city.

The Car as an Enabler of Boundaries

After commercializing domesticity and the advent of foreign domestic workers in
Limassol, the third socio-urban development that has occurred as a result of women
entering the labour market has been the increased dependency on the private car.
Unlike the first two, women’s entrance into the labour market is not the principle
causation for the augmented presence of the car. Its significance and its impact in
ways that are ambivalent are associated with the separation of public and private

spheres and to its role as a protective shield against perceived dangers.

The abundance of cars and Limassolian women’s dependency on them is pervasive
throughout the data analysis. The aspect of this dependency, however, that is
related to the notion of boundaries was the participants’ ability to describe the city
more in terms of landmarks and less in terms of streets or other connecting
elements. Their descriptions were vague and they were not able to identify or
differentiate between streets that were unsafe and those that were not, e.g. as a
result of poor lighting, etc. The imprecision with which they described areas that are
inaccessible to them because of bad design and inadequate infrastructure is
attributed to the fact that walking within the city is not an everyday activity. The
absence of walking as a habit is an unusual phenomenon as Limassol is not a city
where climatic conditions and criminality prohibit walking as one might expect in
cities in the Middle East or South Africa. City walking is instrumental in shaping
spatial and perceptual attitudes as evidenced by cognitive maps such as those of

Lynch and Hayden. Thus, in the case of Limassolian women, driving plays an
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integral part in their daily urban experience making women unable to indicate poorly
lit streets, streets of heightened criminally, streets where pavements are not
conducive to city walking, etc. Most indicatively, they all stated that they feel safer

when travelling by car.

Addressing the role of the car in the lives of Limassolian women was an
investigation that led to a two-part conclusion. The first set of conclusions exposed
women’s complacency in their use of cars and their almost passive acceptance was
based on two conflicting viewpoints where on the one hand, women openly
discussed the evils of car dependency, from poor quality of air to traffic congestion,
and listed the latter as the primary reason they feel inconvenienced in the public
realm. On the other hand, when asked what spatial improvement in the city would
make their lives easier, frequently the answer was the need for more parking spots
(thus perpetuating car dependency), instead of demanding the creation of more
walkable conditions. In fact, the desire for more parking facilities was almost as
prominent as the desire for more green space. The second set of conclusions from
the investigation of women and cars revealed that the spatial boundaries discussed
earlier faced by Limassolian women are in fact not negotiated by demanding better

governance and democratic design, but by effectively hiding inside a car.

Even the additional observation of women that the city of Limassol is lacking in
green space seems skewed by the disproportional length of time women in the city
spend in cars instead of walking. Here a distinction should be made of what
Cypriots regard as green space. Since the climate in Cyprus is moderate to dry,
vegetation appears green on the island’s lower elevations in rural and urban
landscapes from February until April. By early mid-May green colours have fully
transitioned to yellowish brown, with only the occasional evergreens maintaining
their forest green colours.™ Public parks in Cyprus are often designed to respond to
the xeriscape conditions, thus hardscapes are often favoured to greenscapes
because of their sustainable maintenance. It seems likely that when women suggest
a shortage of green in Limassol, they are responding to the absence of the colour

green and not necessarily the absence of open spaces per se.

In most suburban areas north of the A1 Motorway, there is approximately a public

park the size of one urban plot every two to four hundred metres, whereas areas

* An exception to this is the landscape of the Troodos and its foothills where evergreen
forests are the dominant species.
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between the A1 and the city centre have a green municipal park approximately
every three to six hundred metres.®™ As an area of continuous build, the city centre
has fewer public open and green spaces, but it does incorporate the Municipal Mole
along the coastline, which is a one kilometre long green space, and the Municipal
Garden, which is approximately sixty six thousand square metres. Women’s
perception of the lack of green spaces in the city seems like yet another
consequence of Limassolian women experiencing the city through the window of a
car. Thus, the use of the car has in fact compromised women’s objective reading of
the city. Perhaps the most striking point between women’s desire for green space
and their inobservance of whatever green the city does provide is that the most
frequent users of the existing green spaces especially in the public realm in the city

are the foreign women who are work as domestic help.

The separation of the public and the private realm would never have been made
possible had it not been for the broad availability of the private car (Figure 6.16).
Women'’s relationship with the car and the urban experience can be observed also
on a macro scale; the influence of the car in the shaping of the post-industrial city
has been profound and universal. Through the research, it has become apparent
that women are not aware of the fact that their complacent dependency on the car
furthers their separation from the public realm and from the areas where
employment opportunities are concentrated. Instead of looking for ways to
maximize efficiency in their domestic life, women believe that adding more parking
places is the spatial adjustment that will improve the quality of their urban
experience. This is deeply troubling: the prospect of participatory governance

seems unlikely.

Perhaps the most incongruous element of participants’ perception of the use of the
private car lies in their belief that the car actually bridges the separation of public
and private as well as provides a certain degree of personal independence. Had it
not been for the facilitated use of the car, literature suggests that women would
choose to live closer to their workplace and other services in the city. Although this
position is one that is suggested by the literature, it should be noted the data
analysis derived does not support nor does it discredit that position. Nevertheless,
the use of the car in its fundamental state as an artificial envelope isolating women

from their surroundings impairs women’s perception of Limassol and the boundaries

* An urban plot in Cyprus is approximately 600 m?
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that exist. Further evidence of this could be the fact that participants, such as Xenia,
Nina and Rena, who spoke more lovingly and more poetically about the city were
those who experienced it before the prevalence of the car. The car therefore
becomes a tool that enables the perpetuation of the spatial separation of public and
private, a mechanism that prohibits women from being in touch with the urban

environment and an excuse for women not demanding better urban design.
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Figure 6.21 The concentration of red dots indicates the concentrated location of participants’
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areas of employment and the dispersal of the black dots indicates residential sprawl

6.4 Implications of the Research

This chapter, and indeed this research, has sought to uncover and explore issues
regarding women’s urban experience through a process of grounded theory
analysis of questionnaires and documenting spatial and social observations.
Outcomes were synthesized and compiled as a narrative that juxtaposes the two
most prominent findings: how the built environment has shifted through changing

social processes and how spatial and perceptual gender-related boundaries on an
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urban and an architectural level are manifested in the public and private realms and

are subsequently negotiated by women.

In conclusion, urban shifts relating to Limassolian women’s entry into the labour
market are directly linked to the dual role of women within an existing societal
framework. Shifts such as the commercialization of domesticity and urban and
domestic conditions that originate from the presence of foreign domestic workers
occur as a means of negotiating boundaries that are associated with daily time
constraints and physical distances. These shifts are proof that the built environment
can be spatially responsive to temporo-spatial frontiers. In this case, spatial
processes are not limited to space that is cleanly demarcated by physical
dimensions and measurable areas, but include space that is in constant flux and is

defined by human activity.

In the case of boundaries that occur through physical dimensions that separate the
public and the private realm, the built environment appears to be less supple. Yet
tensions created as women confront men’s dominance over the public realm
become the impetus for intermediate spaces such as the hidden churches within the
urban fabric and areas of mixed-use activity. Women’s absence from certain spaces
in the public realm, such as Pavlou Mela Street, is ostensibly related to the
particular uses of the establishments in this location, but inherently, these
boundaries are a function of social constructs that suggest women would not be
welcome in places like an all-male traditional coffee shop, a betting shop or a
prostitute’s house. It is the impact of these boundaries that instigates perhaps the
pursuit of privacy within the public realm. Domestic design seems to hinder rather
than facilitate women’s urban experience, a condition that can be attributed to
notions of privacy and the suburban dream that resists design innovation and
alternative lifestyles. Additionally, the prevalent use of the private car enables
physical boundaries between home and work to remain unchallenged and creates a
perceptual boundary that prohibits women from understanding and experiencing

urban space.

The physical distance between home and work as a result of the binary separation
of urban spheres is perhaps the quintessential boundary where all other boundaries
— the temporal, the spatial and the perceptual — converge. This is not to say that
these boundaries, or possibly others, would not be present if separation of urban

use was less conspicuous. Boundaries, thresholds, precincts and discordant

262



geographies of space are intrinsic to urban existence and are fundamental to the
diversity of human nature. Negotiating their forces and the extent to which they are
manifested in urban boundaries serves as perhaps the only viable mechanism for
the dismantling of the limiting social and urban dualities that were discussed at the
beginning of the chapter, whereas the study of this constant repositioning of
boundaries has acted as an instrument for mapping gender presence and women’s

experiences in the city.

At the beginning of this research, | had anticipated — hoped, even — that mapping
gender presence in Limassol would reveal contested territories and acrimonious
relationships that could be quantified as easily as they could be qualified. In reality,
these relationships proved to be more restrained and nuanced. | can only assume
that the absence of such extreme geographies is the result of the perpetual nature
of boundary negotiation that is occasionally obscured in the city’s endless
complexity. Mapping the presence and process of urban boundaries has exposed
realities about gender relations and the fundamental structure of the post-industrial
built environment in ways that | believe contribute to the realm of urban design,
architecture and gender geography. Therefore, gender is an instrument of spatial
knowledge, whose ever-evolving nature enriches and enhances the process of

understanding urban mechanics and the act of designing better places.
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Conclusion

Iterations of Privacy

What | need is perspective. The illusion of depth, created by a frame, the
arrangement of shapes on a flat surface. Perspective is necessary.
Otherwise there are only two dimensions. Otherwise you live with your face
squashed up against a wall, everything a huge foreground, of details, close-

ups, hairs, the weave of the bed sheet, the molecules of the face.

Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale'

This research set out to investigate women’s ‘place’ in the social and economic
order of the city and constructed space. Neither women, nor space, of course, have
meanings that can be considered free from politics or agency. Perspective, as
Margaret Atwood suggests, is the instrument that can provide both a frame and a
context to the power play that controls the relationships of women and space. To
that point, the research has aimed to explore women’s socio-spatial experiences in

Limassol and provide a meaningful perspective for them.

The underlying question that fuelled the research throughout its entire process has
been whether the city of Limassol functions democratically for both genders. If the
key features of spatial democracy are equal access to space and opportunity, then
the answer is no. There are areas within the public and the private realm,
commercial or state-owned, that cater only to men, either because of their particular
socioeconomic model of operation such as the all-male coffee shops, or because of
state negligence, such as in the case of public toilets or poorly lit streets. However,
uncovering these boundaries that prohibit women from equal access to all spaces in
the city was not the main contribution of this research to knowledge. Evidence of
such barriers, as well as the proverbial separation of the public sphere from the
private realm of domesticity, have dominated discussions on gender and space for

several decades.?

The synthesis of ideas from the literature review on gender and architecture flowed

into a narrative exploring women’s relation to domesticity, to nature, to formalistic
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symbolism and metaphors, as well as to social physicality and perceptions. The
literature provided three key aspects in the analytical framework. Firstly, as posited
by Dear and Wolch, cited in Hayden, it highlighted the importance of recognizing
that architecture and social process are conditions that are in constant flux and yet
at the same time intrinsically intertwined.® Secondly, the literature emphasized the
asymmetrical and undemocratic nature of urban space that typically privileges
(able-bodied) men in the public realm and perpetuates women’s place in the private
realm of domesticity.* From the second aspect, a third condition emerges which
addresses the structures that bind women to the private realm. The research
assumes these structures, on the one hand, to be boundaries manifested by the
socio-spatial separation of the public and the private realm.® On the other hand, as
suggested by Semblat, cited in Andrew, boundaries can be the impetus for

opportunities that can mitigate the restrictive nature of boundaries.®

Under the theoretical premise provided by these aspects, an investigation began
into women’s historical presence in the development of the city during the last one
hundred and fifty years, followed by an exploration of how modern-day women in
Limassol navigate everyday relationships between home and work. This raised
questions of how spatial inequality from a gender perspective is manifested in
Limassol and in what ways does urban form and function adjust to accommodate
women’s dual role as homemakers and full members of the labour market.
Emerging from these questions was the issue of women’s agency in effecting
change, their awareness of boundaries and opportunities and their willingness to act

upon them.

Uncovering and exploring boundaries, how they are perceived and constructed, was
a key component of the research. Similar to Semblat, cited in Andrew, the research
uncovered three types of boundaries: temporal, spatial and perceptual. Andrew
citing Semblat further, describes them as ‘time defined’, ‘space defined’ and
‘defined by the segmentation of social relations’.” All three types of boundaries are
symbiotically connected where none can exist without the other and they are

manifested in two different realities: the urban and the domestic scale.

On the urban scale, Limassolian women’s boundaries are rooted in the physical
separation of home and work, where the temporal component of the boundaries is
consequent to women’s challenges in managing their time between their domestic

tasks and their duties as members of the workforce. The perceptual component of
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the boundaries is attributed to the well-established patriarchal norms in Cyprus that
assume woman’s ‘place’ to be at home. These observations are concurrent with
research by Greed, Fainstein and Servon, Hayden, Spain, Miranne and Young,
Andrew, Jarvis, Cloke and Kantor, Boys, Markussen and Ockman.? The physicality
of the urban-scale boundaries is spatialized by the nature of Limassol's
contemporary form where the public realm is located in the city’s original historic
core, and is surrounded by residential sprawl on its east, west and north edges.
Although areas of mixed use exist as buffers between the commercial and
administrative centre and the residential areas, the separation between the public
and the private is clear. Thus, Limassolian women are bounded by temporo-spatial

restrictions such as those explored by Hayden, Spain and others.’

The second scale in which boundaries are spatialized is the domestic one. Common
and popular suburban typologies showcase single-family detached homes that are
separated by at least three metres from other homes by voluntarily high perimetric
walls and fences. These walls create conditions of isolation masquerading as
privacy that prevent women from collaborating and sharing domestic tasks, thus
mitigating their temporo-spatial boundary enforced by the physical separation of
home and work."® Where the commonality of the suburban home is ensured by
planning regulations that require the three metre detachment from the plot
boundaries, their popularity and women’s preference for them is a more
complicated matter. Markussen suggests that although the single-family home
clearly disadvantages women, they nevertheless continue to choose it over other
domestic alternatives because they are conditioned by the limited choices
presented to them."" Similarly, Hayden implies that the single-family house is a pre-
packaged dream that was consciously sold by developers who aimed to sell more
than a house, but rather a lifestyle.'® Although both these conditions apply to
Limassol because of the tenacity of patriarchal structures, women’s persistence for
the single-family detached house presents an additional factor: women who entered
the workforce in the seventies, particularly after the war of 1974, feel that the
assumed luxury of privacy offered by this type of home symbolizes their reward for

the hard work and hardships they endured.”

Margaret Atwood has said in an interview ‘men often ask me, why are your female
characters so paranoid? It's not paranoia. It's recognition of their situation’.™ But
what if women’s reading and recognition of their situation is deeply tainted by social

constructs as Markussen suggests? What this research has uncovered beyond the
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literature that acknowledges women’s disadvantaged condition resulting from urban
and residential form, is women’s own culpability in the proliferation of these
temporo-spatial boundaries. The most profound finding that supports this culpability
was women’s reluctance to consider spatial alternatives in domestic design that
could facilitate their daily operations at home and allow them to bridge the boundary
created by the physical separation of the private and the public realm. This
reluctance, evidenced throughout the interviews, can be attributed to an unspoken
obligation towards patriarchal societal paradigms. Although a deep investigation of
the origins and pervasiveness of patriarchy in Cypriot society falls outside the realm
of the research, it is worth noting that Weber, cited by Greed, suggests that power
structures such as patriarchy or capitalism should be considered as ultimate causes,
but they should also be viewed as ‘discriminatory attitudes by dominant groups

towards a range of subject groups’."®

Unwillingness to embrace spatial domestic alternatives of collaborative living that
might compromise perceived notions of privacy has enabled the formation of a class
of transient women who assume responsibility for working women’s domestic tasks.
The presence of these women from South and Southeast Asia has not only
impacted domestic design in ways that reinforce Cypriot women’s predilection for
privacy, but is also notably marked in how they activate public spaces on Sundays.
Their organic gatherings in underused spaces such as the wide, empty pavements
along Limassol’'s coastal avenue, or in smaller, interstitial spaces within the historic
area of the city, provide a vitality that had been largely absent in local culture prior
to recent state-funded revitalization projects of open spaces. The research revealed
that Limassolian women use streets and pavements for circulating purposefully
through the city, as a means of getting from one location to another, whereas
foreign domestic workers inhabit and activate them on their one free day a week as
they engage in activities that native Limassolians traditionally conduct indoors. |
regard this to be an elegant expression of spatial democracy, an acknowledgement
that public space can provide more than utilitarian infrastructure, but can create
opportunities for what Miranne and Young describe as ‘transgressing’ of

boundaries.'®

Through the research it was observed that Limassolian women consider optimal
public open spaces to be those that exhibit a formal character, like parks or clearly
delineated public squares, such as Heroon Square, which was regarded almost

unanimously as the city’s centre. Although reasons for this spatial discrepancy
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between local women’s preference for formal, organized public spaces and
transient women’s adherence to unceremonious urban spaces stretch beyond the
scope of this research, it can be argued that domestic workers from South and
Southeast Asia choose spaces that are informal because of their own desire for
privacy. The kind of privacy sought by these women is not spatialized by the
physical boundaries or socioeconomic phenomena that regulate Limassolian
women’s understanding of privacy. Instead, it is a form of conditional privacy that
one experiences while being in an open space, tightly surrounded by one’s
countrywomen, engaging in activities reminiscent of one’s home country, in spaces
that are overlooked and bypassed by locals. In a way, these women are hiding in
plain sight, seeking anonymity in crowds, not unlike Torre’s account of the ‘Mothers

of Plaza de Mayo'.

In the mid 1970’s, a small group of persistent women whose husbands and children
had been secretly kidnapped by the Argentinean military dictatorship, heroically
demonstrated every Thursday at the end of the workday in order to call attention to
their cause."” The difference here between foreign domestic workers in Limassol
and the Argentinean mothers is while the former employ crowds to create conditions
of privacy, the latter group of women use crowds as a means of protection through
anonymity. In the case of both groups of women, however, women’s spatial
appropriation is testament to the notion that public space is a physical sense not

defined by buildings, but is elevated and engaged by social action.®

Miranne and Young ask: do boundaries create alternative spaces, and if so, for
whom are these spaces created?'® While exploring women’s relationship to the
public realm, the seeking of privacy took on a different iteration. By attending tiny
churches, tucked away between buildings and obscured by the surrounding urban
fabric instead of the monumental Greek Orthodox cathedrals, Limassolian women
are exercising their own rights to obscurity within the imposed formality of the public
realm. They are negating the physical adjacencies between the church and the all-
male traditional coffee shop encountered in rural settings and translated in urban
environments, where men sitting at the coffee shop could observe women as they
attended churches that were across the street. Women’s intention of dismantling
these socio-spatial boundaries is a subconscious remnant of rural life, because in
contemporary cities such as Limassol the location of all-male coffee shops is no

longer always across the street from church.
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Although McDowell suggests that privacy is culturally specific, both local women
and transient domestic workers exhibit a determination to gather in the public realm
and pursue a melange of activities while preserving their right to privacy, suggesting
that the need for privacy transcends race and income class.”® Privacy becomes a
qualified, multi-layered condition determined by societal archetypes and political
agency. Although patriarchal order has confined women to the private realm of
domesticity in order to maintain concentrations of power, Colomina theorizes that
even in domestic design there are instances of spatial programming that enable a

1.2" Thus, women’s

theatre of observation, which in turn, signify patriarchal contro
privacy cannot be ensured even in her designated ‘place’ within the private realm. In
an attempt to safeguard their privacy from the architecture of control, Limassolian
women seek seclusion in their single-family detached house and they establish
sites of resistance in the public arena such as the hidden churches, while foreign
domestic workers seek privacy in the anonymity of crowds. However, the entire
quest of pursuing privacy may be an act of contradiction, where it does not
empower women but serves to reinforce social structures. For that reason, bel
hooks, cited in Ainley, suggests that forms of domination can only be eliminated
when the ‘separation between domestic space/intimate space and the world outside’
ceases to exist.’? Privacy, according to hooks, is a ‘screen for a profound
narcissism’, where mitigating it requires shamelessly spilling private acts, such as

washing linen, into the public realm.?®

The aim of the thesis has been to investigate women’s everyday experiences of
navigating the relationships between home and work in order to reveal boundaries
and opportunities that are inherent, constructed and implied. Through qualitative
means, the research has contributed to the discourse of architecture and gender
relations by exploring socio-spatial constructed boundaries and opportunities that
could normalise Limassolian women’s uneven urban experience. The constructs of
both boundaries and opportunities emerge from the tenuous and complicated
relationship women have with notions of privacy. The complexity of the relationship
between women’s privacy and constructed space is manifested in self-enforced
structures of isolation such as high fences surrounding their homes, in rejecting
time-saving, spatially collaborative domestic alternatives, and in women’s partiality
towards religious spaces that are formally public yet covered by a mantle of privacy.
Women’s commitment to privacy while maintaining their role as the primary

domestic caretaker and an equal member of the workforce has given rise to the
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formation of another class of women, whose presence manifests its own nexus to

the geographies of privacy.

The outcome of this research has provided opportunities for further study and
development on an academic, as well as a on a practical level. On an academic
level, the research has produced a set of qualitative findings on the subject of
women and spatial equality that can be employed in further studies. These studies
could focus on the historiography and causalities of gender and privacy of space, or
they could delve into an exploration of a multi-cultured, post-industrial city and
juxtapose spatial experiences and conditions of privacy of women of different races.
Alternatively, the findings from this research can lead into a quantitative study that
aims to assemble tools for domestic design where notions of privacy can be
spatially explored and recalibrated in preparing to embrace the evolution of the
traditional nuclear family while celebrating the continual forming and reforming of

architecture and society.

The research exposed Limassolian women’s strengths and vulnerabilities as
members of an urban community. Their strengths lie in their profound love for their
city, in their independent spirit and their cosmopolitan outlook on matters of
urbanism and gender equality. However, they are held back by their unawareness
of the drawbacks their sanctioned role as keepers of the domestic realm prescribes,
and their de facto exclusion from equal membership of the public realm. At the end
of their interviews, several women noted that our conversation had repositioned
their perspective on how urban form affects their quality of life. Some women were
surprised to realize how they could can claim, mediate and change spaces in the
city by acknowledging their own capacity to activate interstitial spaces, to blur
spatial and perceptual boundaries and to regulate levels of privacy. Thus, on a
practical level, the research’s implications have been to enact an elevated degree of
awareness that can empower Limassolian women to become agents of change.
Further dissemination of the research’s outcome presented in a format that is
accessible to non-academics has the potential to reach Limassolian women and
men and to provide them with the tools and the vocabulary needed to participate in

urban processes in ways that are meaningful and effective.
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Appendix A (i)

Regional map of Limassol showing participants’ homes and places of
employment with respect to each other.

The black squares locate the participants’ home and the red dots locate their place
of employment. When the red lines connecting home and work are dashed, then the
participants’ place of employment is outside the region of Limassol.

Source: Georgia Theokli
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Appendix A (ii)

Map of the City of Limassol showing participants’ homes and places of
employment with respect to each other.
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The black squares locate the participants’ home and the red dots locate their place
of employment.

Source: Georgia Theokli and Anna Papadopoulou
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Appendix B (i)

Regional map of Limassol showing participants’ relative commuting times.
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Each participants’ home and work is connected by a series of black dots. The larger
the diameter of the dots, the longer the commute time, as described by the
participant. This map indicates that although some commutes are spatially shorter,
i.e. home and work are not far from each other, the time travelled by the participant
is disproportionally longer than other commutes where home and work are further
away form each other. This occurs when a working woman has to complete several
daily tasks related to her domestic responsibilities during her daily commute to work.

Source: Georgia Theokli
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Appendix B (ii)

Map of the City of Limassol showing participants’ relative commuting times.

Each participants’ home and work is connected by a series of black dots. The larger
the diameter of the dots, the longer the commute time, as described by the
participant. This map indicates that although some commutes are spatially shorter,
i.e. home and work are not far from each other, the time travelled by the participant
is disproportionally longer than other commutes where home and work are further
away form each other. This occurs when a working woman has to complete several
daily tasks related to her domestic responsibilities during her daily commute to work.

Source: Georgia Theokli
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Appendix C

Heroon Square_Gender Presence (Observations from Day One)

Qbservations: Day 1

interval 1: 12:00-13:20

interval 2: 16:00-17:20

interval 3: 20:00-21:20

Observations and recordings were taken on four days, on three intervals per each
day. Red dots indicate women circulating in the area, black dots indicate men and
blue indicate groups of both men and women.

Source: Georgia Theokli
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Appendix D

Heroon Square_Gender Presence, Summary of Recordings

. Interval 1 Interval 2 Interval 3
RECORDINGS 12:00pm-13:20pm 16:00pm-17:20pm 20:00pm-21:20pm
RN e 5
DAILY MAP 1 | I. IL
FRIDAY el = L T
19.06.2015 n § Il o Il
| 58 i SR e B
nl B E_Il _.. :ll-_ i
T
| I | s i .
DAILY MAP 2 | ! i
SATURDAY EI.: = 'I._ 83, 1§ ]
20.06.2015 ' il h II >
il I‘ t | 558 i
{ ! i :
. = {am A _
DAILY MAP 3 ! f !
SUNDAY tam tll | Py
21.06.2015 ' L i !
! e L | H m
! i i J
| h
I i I I £
ill . i = oM K
DAILY MAP 4 ! 1 1
THURSDAY | "I | "= h
25.06.2015 'II h ! Il i
! i 1 1
il | lI_ t l..l T
i‘ 5 5
el ml = 4 B
INDEX
toamber of people
. Wemen T
. Man
Both B .I'-,
Liender |
Speed
VY weind
| 5P | *1
.:..1
Gender

Source: Georgia Theokli and Anna Papadopoulou
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Appendix E

Questionnaire (translated from Greek)

Name (or pseudonym)

Age

Occupation

Singe, married, dependants (children, elderly, others)

Space- and time-defined boundaries of public space:

A. The Centre (public realm)

1. What do you consider to be the centre of a city? How would you describe it?
Does a city have to have a centre?

2. Where is the centre(s) of Limassol? Where do you work in relation to the
centre? Where do you live in relation to the centre?

3. How often do you go to the centre (if work is elsewhere)? Is getting there
easy? What is your experience like when being at the centre? Do you see
people of all ages and race there? How easy is it for accompanied children
and elderly to use this space?

4. Do you feel the centre of town offers the same opportunities to women and
men equally? What is the ratio of men to women you see when you are in
the centre of town?

B. Access and Connectivity

5. What parts of the city do you visit more often and why?

6. How long does it take to get to work in the morning and reach home in the
evening? Describe the route on an average weekday. How does this route
relate to that of other household members?

7. What are the most important services in your daily life? (grocery store,
childcare facilitates, dry-cleaners)

8. How do you feel about the distances between work, home and services?
What is the ideal distance of home to services?

C. Safety

9. Are there places in the city you wouldn’t go during certain times of day or
night? Is it safer to travel by car during those times?

10. Are there times when you feel unsafe in your neighbourhood?

11. What do you think is the origin of the lack of safety? (times and uses of
space, breakdown of nuclear family, immigration policies, lack of
interest/funds on behalf of policy makers)

Segmentation of social relations:
D. The Home

12. How would you describe the area where you live? What do you think is the
ideal setting for a home?
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Who takes care of children or elderly? Why do you think you are charged
with being the caretaker of others? (if applicable)

Who is responsible for the housework? What kinds of daily errands are you
responsible for? Who takes care of non-daily errands? (e.g. car
maintenance, paying bills etc) (if applicable) Who makes decisions about:
purchase of property, or housing equipment, holidays and travelling, etc?
How are disagreements settled? (if applicable)

What spaces of the house do you consider more your personal domain?
How are public and private spaces in the house laid out compared to the
main street and the back yard? Why do you think this arrangement is
important?

Do you think architects understand your needs and consider them when
creating and designing space?

Comment on gender roles at the house where you grew up. If gender roles
have changed, what do you think is the cause?

Urban Transformations

How do you think the city has changed as a result of changing gender roles?
(e.g. women entering paid labour)

Do you think municipal authorities understand your needs and consider them
when planning and designing urban space and when formulating legislation?
(discuss Clara Greed'’s research on public toilets)

Since women are associated with repetitive processes such as housework,
do you think this renders them more competent in extending these skills to
the city, towards a “municipal housekeeping?” Why do you think there are
not enough women in positions of responsibility in the municipality?

Participatory Potential

How do you value is the collaborative potential in your everyday life?
(sharing resources and responsibilities with people outside the immediate
environment)

Would you be willing to compromise on domestic privacy if it meant
benefitting from facilities and services? (e.g. share kitchen, laundry room,
outdoor barbecue, storage space)

What would you do differently to improve your urban or domestic experience
as a woman?
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Appendix F

Sample of Translated Interview (Participant R, code name: Rena)

black text: interviewer, red text: participant

May | ask your age?

Last December | turned 65

Could | have your street address? No need to give me the number.

loanni Komninou street

Are you married? Do have dependants?

No, our children are old, they are married. | have one son from my first
marriage.

Where do you consider the city centre to be?

If I think of Limassol and the centre of the town, it is where the cultural soul
of the city is...| would say it's where | go to watch a play, to go to a concert,
to listen to the cantadore’ during carnival in Limassol. On Saturdays [the
centre] is full of life because many people come to do their shopping and all
that, that is why it is the centre. Movement and activity are what define the
centre for me, because | love art and it is something that interests me.
Another person who might have different interests might locate the city
centre somewhere else.

So for you, the centre of Limassol is around the [Medieval] Castle and
Heroon Square?

Yes, sure, although | think | may be influenced a little by the fact that | am a
true Limassolian, born and raised, and | actually grew up in the centre, and |
see that for a while, the centre actually moved further out, and now in recent
years it has returned to where it is now. TEPAK? and other academic
institutions have [brought the centre back to where it is today]. | don’t see the
city centre as something that is geographically specific.

Do you think the fact that a city centre is at the heart of cultural activity is true
for all cities or just Limassol?

Yes, | think [a city] must have a reference point. That's how | see it, for
example, if a city is comprised of just houses and nothing else, then
everything would look the same and the centre would only be defined by its
geography.

Was your place of employment near the centre?

1 Cantadore are a group of musicians who travel the streets during carnival season and sing
traditional carnival songs. They are an important cultural institution in Limassolian culture.
2 Technical University of Cyprus
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Half of my years as an employee | worked at a bank that was in the heart of
the city centre, near Town Hall. It was an English bank. | was later
transferred, when this bank was bought by the Bank of Cyprus. So | then
moved to Makarios Avenue and | stayed there until my retirement in 2007.
[When you worked at the centre] was your access easy?

Yes, because we’re talking about many years ago, of course | used a car,
although not always, because | didn’t always own a car. | bought a car after |
able to afford it. Many times | began my commute on foot and if a nice co-
worker happened to drive by, they would offer me a lift. This happened quite
often, because we were closer then, there were fewer people working in the
centre. [Even in later years when | drove to work] we would all park at a
large plot where TEPAK has now built, and we would all walk to work
together. It was a nice feeling, one that | don’t have any more.

So the centre was an intimate space for you at the time?

Yes, very much so.

Do you find the city centre today to be intimate?
| don’t know... | see young people [there] and | am happy for that, | enjoy
seeing them moving around in this space... it has to do with their own
culture, their own way of thinking... | don’t know if...

Yes, but in terms of spatial democracy, the city centre must be available and
accessible to people of all ages, both sexes and...

| like it, | enjoy going to the centre, especially when | have the opportunity to
walk or to sit at a coffee shop... ok, it doesn’t bother me that there are mostly
younger people around me.

At both your places of work, since they were both quite central, do you feel
there were more men or women inhabiting public spaces? | don’t mean only
inside buildings, but in the area in general. Do you think there was a stronger
presence of one of the two sexes, or what is approximately equal?

Look, I've lived in older times, and especially in the English bank where |
worked, it was company practice to avoid promoting women. There were
always fewer women [where | worked] because fewer women would seek
employment, and there was this practice [of not promoting women] but this
didn’t stop us from having a very good relationship [with our male
colleagues], we had an excellent relationship with our co-workers in those
years. Later, in the Bank of Cyprus, ok, times were changing, many rights
were earned through Unions, with many struggles. We have earned the right

for equal pay, because in the old days, when | was working, [women] did not
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earn the same salary; many things were different for men and women, and
after many struggles we were able to even achieve appointments in high
positions, but there is still sexism persists. The reason for this | think is that
the Cypriot woman, although she pretends to be modern, she has a highly
developed sense of family, motherhood, and always pays more attention to
her children than to her career. However, slowly this is beginning to
dissipate, but in my time, this was the case.

The area where you live, do you think it's an ideal area to live? What do you
like, or not like from your neighbourhood?

Where | live now?

Yes.

This hasn’t always been my home, | chose this apartment before 1984, |
moved here just as the building was finished; | spotted it during my daily
commute to work, | liked it because it was a quiet neighbourhood, calm. |
liked the place and | am very happy here, because | feel I'm in the
countryside but | am exactly in the centre of the city and | can easily access
Gladstones, Anexartisias, Agiou Andreou and Makarios Avenue.

By car?

| could even walk if | wanted to.

How long would that take?

Very early in the mornings when | go for a walk along the Mole, | can usually
be there in three minutes because there isn’t much traffic. | am there in three
minutes — | have it timed. It's very important to me. When | worked, | would
go walking in the morning and by 7:30 | was at work.

Are there services and facilities missing in the area where you live? Grocery
store, drycleaners?

We have a large grocery store next to us, but it's slowly not offering the
services that we need... | don’t know, let’s hope things will improve. Of
course, | usually take my car [to get groceries] even if [the grocery store] is
nearby because | don’t go shopping often and | have a lot to carry.

When your children were living with you, were you the primary care
provider?

My first husband was killed in the [1974] war and my son was ten days old at
the time. In the first ten years [after he died] my parents supported me, my
mother looked after my son so that | can go to work and then my son and |
moved to this apartment where | live now; when he was sixteen | remarried

and my husband has two daughters from a previous marriage. Ok, they have
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all grown up now. My son was living with us and my husband’s daughters
were living in Greece [with their mother]. Now one of his daughters is living
here, we have a good relationship and | am a grandmother, | have two
grandchildren.

- Congratulations.

- Thank you. | took care of the first one until [the child] was old enough to go
to kindergarten and now with the second one, because of what has
happened to me, [the child’s parents] had to find a lady® to look after it. My
mother is also 94 years old and she too depends on me and my sister and,
of course, we have a lady” to look after her, but we are in charge of her basic
care.

- Why do you consider that their basic care is your responsibility? Do you think
it is a matter of social constructs of Cypriot culture?

- No, it's a matter of humanity. That’s how | see it. Nobody forced me to care
for my mother. When | care for every kitten and puppy who is hungry, should
| not care for my mother?

- Agreed. Do you think that as you were growing up, your parents maintained
the man-women stereotypes? In other words, was your mother in charge of
domestic work and your father the breadwinner?

- Yes, as | remember my parents, my father may not have swept or mopped
the floors, but he contributed in the things he could. But my mother helped
my father outside the home too; although my father worked as an office
clerk, he was also a beekeeper and my mother was always by his side
helping him. In other words, they shared these things.

- If we assume that these stereotypes were based on social norms, do you
think these conditions persist today? Have conditions shifted?

- Yes, | think things are changing. You know, | have the impression that young
women have rather misunderstood the notion of equality. It doesn’t matter
where a person works. Everyone does what [he or she] does best. For
instance, my husband and | belong to a previous generation, but we share
everything and when he was sick and couldn’t do much, | took over
everything. Now that | [broke my arm], you can’t believe the things he is
doing. He cooks, he does everything. He never thought to be embarrassed;

he never assumed... one helps the other where one can. | have also raised

3 The term ‘lady’ in this context is usually used to mean domestic help, i.e. a lady from South or
Southeast Asia.
4 Same as above
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my son to be that way, always telling him that if you want your wife to work
and [you want] to have that luxury of another salary in the home, you must
also participate in domestic work. The house does not only belong to the
woman. It is both your home. And you must share responsibilities and
obligations so that your mother and mother-in-law don’t get in your way.

If | may ask, what did you mean when you said earlier that women have
misunderstood the notion of equality?

For example, if they ask their husband to make the bed or mop the floor and
he does not like to do that, he could happily do something else to help. He
could go to the grocery store or take out the rubbish or do the laundry etc. It
doesn’t matter what he will do. What is important is that he will help.
Because even |, as a woman, do not enjoy doing all housework.

Do you think the city has changed since women have entered the
workforce? Do you think [women’s entry to the workforce] is visible in
Limassol’s urban development?

Definitely women contribute [in the city] and | have had the good fortune to
work with and get to know through societies and associations which | was
part of, women who work for no money for no accolade in order to help
others... women do things like that. Definitely women can contribute and, of
course, as with men, it depends on the character. In other words, whether
you are a man or a woman, if you don’t want to contribute, you won’t. For
instance, if a woman is lazy she will pick up her pay-check and go home.
[Some women] will settle with less money and have a heightened sense of
responsibility to get the job done.

To your point, there are some theories that suggest that women have had
generations of experience in domestic tasks that are repetitive in nature, in
contrast to men who target singular achievements like a promotion, a
purchase of a car or a house. Through this repetition, women have acquired
a certain expertise that makes them more capable in tackling the
management and administration of the city. How do you evaluate this
theory?

Well, the city needs housekeeping.

Exactly.

And by housekeeping, | don’t mean a housewife who does nothing except sit
with the neighbours and have coffee. A housewife in the true meaning is one
who will organize her house because housekeeping is not just sweeping,

polishing the silver, it is about managing expenses; | don’t like wasting an
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hour of my day to go grocery shopping or to gossip with the neighbour. No, |
want to go grocery shopping once a week and so | plan accordingly. If | go
shopping every day, | will be wasting time and money because | will also be
buying things | don’t need. This is a way of good housekeeping, let’s say.
However, currently, there are very few women in administrative positions in
Limassol’'s municipality, correct? There has never been a woman mayor.
Because you mentioned that you have worked with exceptional women,
have there been women that you know who have significantly contributed to
the city?

Yes, but not in appointed positions, but through volunteering. Through
volunteer groups. Women who have given a lot. Women who have dedicated
their lives without wanting exposure or recognition. | told you a woman has a
lot to share, because she feels the responsibility for her children and
grandchildren. Look at me now, I’'m sitting here with my arm in cast and all |
think about is my children, my grandchildren and my mother and a thousand
other things | should be doing now. I'm involved in countless activities and |
need to take care of my household too. Men don’t seem to understand that.
Do you think municipal authorities and professionals of the built environment,
e.g. architects and planners, understand your needs as a woman and as a
citizen when designing spaces and prepare building and planning
regulations? Do you think women’s voice is strong enough when it comes to
designing urban or domestic space?

No, because to be sure that something [incomprehensible] we might say that
women are better at housekeeping and to have a man who is more worthy
[incomprehensible] but | don’t see it. In other words, for legislation to be
voted there are many things that have to be considered. [Political] parties get
in the way and other [political] interests. | believe worthy people are not
allowed to do their best. Otherwise [worthy people] could to wonderful things.
That’s why Cypriots do so well when they go abroad. | always wonder about
that. There is no field that we don’t have Cypriots who enjoy international
success. Medicine, the arts, everywhere. Why can’t [Cypriots] succeed
here? If all [Cypriots who are abroad] would come to Cyprus they would turn
Cyprus into paradise but there are all these things we are not allowed to do...
you know, there is something I've learnt from the architect who design the
first house my father built - it was a small house, within his means — |
remember the architect once told me that a good architect must design a

house not with the intension to impress, but he must observe the family from
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the moment they wake up until they go to sleep, the housewife, the husband,
the children, how everyone moves. [The architect] must follow their
programme to make spaces that are correct and functional.

- In the house you are describing, can | assume that the public spaces like the
living room and dining area are located in the front of the house? The part of
the house that faces the street? And in the back of the house were the
kitchen and the bedrooms?

- It was space that had to be built, it previously been poorly built by a bad
architect who wasn’t able to design the second one. Only a good architect
could make sense of the [original poor design], but, yes, the reception
spaces were located in the front of the house.

- Why do you think that is the case?

- ldon’t know... probably because we want to show our ‘best’ to our guests
who will visit; it is the sense of hospitality. Older houses were far more
functional. | remember my grandmother’s house that was demolished many
years ago. The heliakos,’ as we used to say, is the long room in the front of
the house where a set of large glass doors opened up to the [interior]
courtyard and that courtyard opened up to the eating area, the kitchen and
bedroom; basically all [spaces] that had to do with the family were located
around the courtyard. The front part though was the heliakos and [the two
walls perpendicular to the front facade each had a] door that open up smaller
living spaces.

- The house you mentioned, not your grandmother’s house, but your parents’
house, was there a space your mother felt more intimate in, e.g. the kitchen?

- Yes, yes.

- So would you say that there was a certain informal zoning that separated
men and women.

- Look, my father would wake up at dawn everyday to go to work and he
would return home at 5 in the afternoon. So it was not possible for him to
[spend time in the house]. Not because he didn’t want to, but he didn’t have
time. Those were very difficult times. There were times when he would have
to spend the night working.

- If I may return to modern-day Limassol, have you observed that there has
been an increase in eateries, fast-food shops, drycleaners? What do you

think this is symptom of? What has caused this increase?

5 In traditional architecture, an heliakos is a semi-enclosed space in front of main rooms as an
extension of a two-pitched roof.
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It's because we want everything here and now, people don’t want to make
the effort. Is it that they don’t have time? No. | think they waste a lot of time;
children spend a lot of time in front of screens, televisions and mobile
phones, and | think there are so many other ways to dedicate their time to
things they can enjoy. For instance | feel happiness even when | iron the
shirt for the man | love. If | don’t put joy in my work and enthusiasm, | won’t
want to do it.

So you don't feel that this increase of land uses listed earlier is a symptom of
women having entered the workforce? These are domestic tasks that were
traditionally performed in the house but working women now have less time
in the house...

And what if | don’t have time to [incomprehensible] should |
[incomprehensible]? | prefer to choose a takeout shop where | know | will
pick up something healthy, not something that is just tasty, but I will do this
very rarely. Even when | worked and lived alone with my son | didn’t allow
my mother or mother-in-law to cook for us. Although as a child my mother
had spoiled me, when it was time to take responsibility [of my life], | would
wake up at 5 in the morning, prepare food and so forth. | think younger
people don’t organise their time properly. | don’t know... in old times there
was... if we hadn’t organized out time properly how could have we achieved
al that we achieved? When | think of the things | used to do when | was at
the age my son and daughter-in-law are now, | get dizzy. And | worked
endless hours at the bank. Endless house with hardly any pay.

May | ask one last question about the city? Do you feel that Limassol serves
women and men in the same way? For instance, you have a mother who
depends on you, who has limited mobility. When you are in town with her...
She doesn’t stay in the apartment with me, we have a lady who looks after
her...

But if you have to move outside the house with elderly relatives, are there
facilities available to you?

No. Even if there were provisions by the municipality, the citizens manage to
eradicate them. We park our cars [on pavements], motorcycles, bicycles,
with complete disregard for our fellow citizen. In general, Cypriots lack
respect for fellow citizens. If we can learn that, we will solve all our problems.
As a woman, is there something you are missing from Limassol?

What can | say. | used to adore old, romantic Limassol and | was able to

experience it in more beautiful times, with fairy tales at the cobblestones in
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the evenings, the jasmine [necklaces] we [made and] hung around our
necks, taking walks on Gladstones [street] to meet up with young men, but |
also adore modern-day Limassol because it has become really beautiful,
especially the Mole. | remember and commemorate the memory of my
grandmother who died when she was quite old and [was a woman who] had
received no formal education. This woman, when the old Mole was being
demolished to be land-filled, Limassolians were up in arms, worrying that the
city is being ruined, and my grandmother would say, why are you upset? I'm
the one who should be upset because | won't live long enough to see [the
end of the project]. You are young, my grandmother would say, and you will
have a beautiful, new Mole to stroll. You will have a beautiful city, why are
you upset? It puts me to shame when | remember how forward-thinking my
uneducated grandmother was. Every time | enjoy a stroll at the Mole | think
of her. [Limassol] is really is beautiful. But the number one issue [among
Limassolian citizens] is respect for one’s neighbour and respect the
principles of community, respect municipal laws and also employ talented,
worthy Limassolians [who can make a positive difference in the city].

Thank you Mrs Rena.
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Appendix G

Interview Records
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Appendix H

Sample of Transcribed Interview (Participant F, code name: Fofo)
black text: interviewer, red text: participant
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UTTOPW VA TO ...elval KaBapd xwpog StackéSaong Kat 0xL kiviong t6oo,
dev Eepw SuokoAsvopat aAAd Sev To £xw aloBavOel cav KEVTPO.
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oxeblala Eava v TOAN voullw va mpoomabovoa va BydAw KOppATIA
TOU QUTOKWVNTOSPOUOU 1 TOUAAXIOTOV VX OTAHATOUOE KATOU O
QUTOKLVNTOSPOOG KABWG pumaivoupe otnv TOAN Kat va ta €Ryala Tpog
T £Ew Yo v 0plow Eva YWPO 0TO KEVTPO TIOL VA elvalL...
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QAAGEEL CUVETIELA TOV OTL OL Yuvaikes epyalovtal, Mmopeis va evtomioelg
KATIOLEG AAAYEG;
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XPELALOVTUL TIEPLOCOTEPO XPOVO OTIS TOVAAETEG amd Toug avtpes. Kat
aQUTO amd UOVO TOU OelXVeEL OTL VTIAPXEL LA AYVOLX 0TI AVAYKEG TWV
YUVAIKWV 0TAV SLHOp@@WVOVTAL VOUOL Kal Kavoviopol thg moAns. To
Déuat TWV OUUUETOXIKWVY Slepyaocwv Ba o€ pwTNow ov Kol
avtlappavopal 0TL Sev €xelg eEaptwpevous Tws Ba aflodoyovoeg tnv
TOAVOTNTA SLPOLPAGUOV KABNUEPLVWV VTIOXPEWOEWV [LE ATOUN EKTOG
TOU ALECOV OLKOYEVELAKOV TtEPLBAAAOVTOG.
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Appendix |

Sample of Initial Code (Participant F, code name: Fofo)
black text: interviewer, red text: participant, blue text: initial code

Kat apyds va cag pwtiiow, Bewpelte OTL pia TTOAN TIPETEL VA £XEL EVA KEVTPO;

1. Nat. Evxaplotw Tov pov KAVETE qUTH TNV EPWTNOT YT TPy UATIKE

EpX,O Hevn ot IAEuEGO E?(OVTO(Q LJ.'EY(XNJ)G,%:L’O'TT]V Grew up in a different country and
ABMva, petaxopoa amo Ty ABva cAAX £xw consequently, when first moved to
TEPAOTEL Ao S1APOopeS TTOAEL TG EAAGSOG Kot Limassol, was unable to identify
Stapopeg moAe TG Evpwmng, epxouevn o the city centre (F.1)

Aepeod Sev ptopoLoA VA TTIPOCAVATOALGT® TIOV E(vVAL TO KEVTPO, Sev NEepa
UTTOPOVCcH VX KIVOW 0TO XWPO AAAG Sev uopooa va eVTAEw TOV EaVTO LoV
yuati Sev vt pxe KEVTPO Kal eMeLON elpal 6,5 xpovia otn TOAN Buudpat 6TL
ouvvn B va Tyaivw otnv mAatela Hpwwv Tou Tav KAt oL KATAOTACELS
Eekivnoav kal yivovTav KATL EKONAWDOELS TOV TIAVETLOTN IOV eKEl TTEPA eV

LT PXE TIMOTA Yl va alcOdvopat OTL VTTAPYEL

Hio TAatelo KAt Eva KEVTPO TV TTOAUD Didn’t feel she could assimilate in
ONUAVTIKO Yia péva pia oAn atoBavopovva ot the city because she couldn’t

8ev pumopovoa va evtaxdom oty TOAN. identify a square or a city centre

Y . . \ (F.1)
[wg opilete eoeig TO KEVTPO ULAG TIOANG;
2.'Evag xwpog o omolog £xeL 5pAomn evEEXOUEVWE
TAVTA X0t 6TO LUOAOG OV [l TTAATELX TTAVTA Identifies the city centre as a
KEVTPO 1Tav KATLYUpw attd pio TAatela, 4o concentration of commercial

/ . . . r . and recreational activities, a
v pPYXE (w1, aVTOUAAGLOVTOV LOEEC, VTINPY OV KOUPE "
npxe Gon, ¢ 5 UTIPX PE, place where the community can

kabouaote, cu{ntovoaue, Stafalape e@nUePLSES, sit, read the paper, stare,
LTI PXE Kivnom, EBAETE 0 £vag TOV AANO, Evag exchange ideas (F.2)
SMUOGLOG YWPOG Yl LEVA TO KEVTPO. AV £BPLOKA TNV YVWOTI] OV TAQTELC.
To cuvdéete KaBOAOL TO KEVTPO ULAG TIOANG LE XWPOUG KATOIKNONG;

3. Nat B€Bata cuvEEW TO KEVTPO TNG TTOANG e

XWPOUEG KATOLKNOTG, AV EVVOOVLE KEVTPO-KEVTPO Links the city centre with
™V mAatelot KL ov UTTAPXOVV YUP® aTto TNV TTAATEl  residences but differentiates
KTipLa av pe pwtdte auto vat SnAadn yla péva to it from the suburbs because of

evBLaPEPOV K&BE TIOANG TIov emiokémTopat elvarto  theirlack of activities (F.3)

kévtpo 6. Exel aoBdvopat to Tt ovpufaivel otnv mOAN Kot OxL TO60 T
mpodoTia. To (810 elvat 0’ 6AEG TIG TTOAELS OTIOU KL av TASISEP W TAVTA TIPETEL vl
YVWPIow TO KEVTPO VA KATAAAPBw TLYIVETAL GTNV TIOAT).

Tt Aepeco onuepa mov Bewpeite 0elg OTL elvat To KEVTPO TNG AEUEGOV pe O A
QUTA TIOV €xouv CVUPEL TNV avayEvvnon Tov TepvaeL 1) Aepeads, TTov opilete
OTIEPQA TO KEVTPO TNG AEUETOV;

4. Eivat 5U0K0A0 v 00§ TIw TIOV €lval TO KEVTPO TNG AgUETOV TTAAL aloBdavoual
OTL &gV £XeL KEVTPO TO 0pLl{w TTPOCWTILKA TO KEVTPO YL LEVA TO KEVTPO
mapapével  MAateia Hpowv. AloBdvouat iowg emedn kivovpal Kot eivat to
[Mavemiotuio ekel yopw amo v [MAateia Hpowv atoBavouat 6tL to kévipo
elvan MAateia Hpwwv. BéBaia kévtpo sivat kat to Kdotpo kabwg €xel
onuovpyn GEE %EK'.EL sva..;Ss\I) €XEL ‘lT?\(?(TSLO( 00\?\0( EXEL ) enowle dges the city centre,
OnuovpynBel evag Katd KAToLo TPOTOo SNUOCLOG such as it is, as the Heroon

XWPOG HE KaPE, 0 KOOROG KAveL BOATES exel etvar Square and also includes the
area around the Limassol Castle
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€vag Ywpog cLUVEVPEDTG TTOV B UTTOPOVOE VA TIEL KAVEIG OTL KL QUTO VAL KATIWG
éva KEVTPo. Agv Exw aoBavOel Yo kKATolo A0Yo KEVTPO TNV TAATEIA ZapLtOAovL,
TO XWPO aUTO Sev EEPW, SEV PTTOPW VA TO ...elval KaBapd xwpog SlaokESaong
KoL 0L Kivnomng T000, 8ev E€pw SuokoAevopat aAdd Sev To Exw alocBavOel cav
KEVTPO.

H wotopikdtnta Bewpeital 6TL evEEXOUEVWE VA EIVAL GNUAVTIKO GTOLXELO OTO

KEVTPO LG TTOANG;
5. Nat BeBaa. Acknowledges that a city

, ’ , ; , centre must have historic
E@ooov 1 SovAeld oag eival to KEVTPo ™G TTOANG T ers (F.5)

enousvn 1OV EpwTNOM Elval Kom(og @swpsnat otLelval EUKO%\T] n ueraBacm
0TO0 KEVTPO; MEVeTE EKTOG KEVTPOU KAT apXAS;

6. Zw P€oa 6TO KEVTPO TNG TOANG, {w oTn TapaAia pévw ylati n0eda va eipat
TAvw ot BdAacoa aAAd elvat 5 Aemtd amo v Avetaptnolag, 5 AeTTd amo v
[Mateia Hpowv nAadn o Spopog amd to downtown Katd KATOLO TPOTIO TNV
Avegaptnoiag kat Ta EPLE elvat TTOAD KOVTA atd TO OTI{TL pov.

Apa 0TO KEVTPO TATE KABNUEPWVA EQOGOV E(VAL O XWPOG EPYATIAG EKEL.

7. Nay, vat elvat onuavTiko va HEVELS 6To kEvTpo. Kat o xwpog epyaciog va pnv
NTAV 0TO KEVTPO VOUI{w OTL TAAL 0TO KEVTPO B Epeva

Av xataAdafa KaAd TTATE TIEPTIATNTH) GTO XWPO EPYACING 0OG.

8. Nai, vat ouvBwg exw kat ToSNAATO 0AAG cLVIIBWGS TTAW HE TA TOSLAL
E\l)}:],uspwruca eloten gpw}\rn yovaika pe Ty omoia O:sxoo Cveles or walks wo ré( &F 8)
HANOEL IOV TIAEL 0T SOVAELX TIEPTIATN T KAL OPENW VX 0OG cuyxapoo
agloAoyoloate To KEVTPO NG Aepecov; Oewpeite OTL elval olke(og xo’opog, elvat
XWPOogG 6ToL vTIapxovv eAdeiPels; Iwg Ba to aflodoyoloarte;

9. Evtagel mapa oAU ta teAevtaia dU0 xpovia ExeL yivel oxedOV o GAAN TOAT,
apxilet va amoktd (w1 Ba 10eda va ek@pdow KATL dnAady) £xeL KTipLa, ExeL
OTITLA, EXEL....aAAA S€V €xEL KOOPO. ANAaST) 0 KOOHOG va eVvTayOEl Ol KATOLKOL TNG
Aepeoov Bplokovtal ota poaotia. ‘Otav Tpwtonpba elxa v alobnomn otL
NTav d8€l0, cav AVTACUA TO KEVTPO TIPOXWPOVCH ATIO TA OTEVA VLA VA TIAW
0TO OTITL HEOW AVEEQPTNOLAG TA ATIOYEVUATA YL VAL

, , , , , Believes that the
atoBdavopatl 0tL otV AveEaptnoiag £xet kivnon kat

people of Limassol

KOO0 K0l 0 KOOUOG TIEPTIATAEL 0TO SPOUO ATIAL EYW gravitate to the
dev 1o BAEMTW. OTOTE M yXLVAX OTTO TA OTEVA YIX VX X suburbs and have ™
Pevdaiobnomn otL kamov aAAov vapyet kivnon. Exet rendered the city

AT Ol Tdpa TOAD. AnAad auTh TN oTyur ofjuepan €MPLY ., although
B p N n T TN OTLyHT ONUEPA acknowledges this has

HeTakivnon elvatl ELXAPLOTN VLA TO KEVTPO, TTAALOTEPQ greatly improved in the
Ntav 8V0KOAO, Le SUCKOAEVE, [LE AVAOTATWVE, last two years (F.9)
atoBavopovy povaéld, alcBavopouvy OTLIULOVV OE Lo £pMUN TIOAT, aleBavopouy
TETOLX TIPAYUATA, QUTA.

E@O00V EMOKENTESAL TO KEVTPO KABNUEPLVA VIWOETE OTL N TTApoLG A TWV
YUVAK®OV KAL TV avTpwV eivat (om; OToladnmTote wpa TG NUEPAS KABNUEPLIVESG
N ZaBpatokvplako viwBeTe OTLUTIAPXEL ETEPOLAPTIG T

TOPOVGIN TWV AVTPWV EVAVTL TWV YUVALKWOV 1] TO Feels that in Limassol she
aVTIOETO; has been recieving

10. Nat yia va elpat eAKPLVNIG quTO TOV TLOTEV W Fncomfortable masculine
ooks from men (F.10)
QVTLPETWTILOA otV apxn 0TOo strpo Ko ysvuca OTI YUPW TLEPLOYT TIOV
SLaKLvooVV 1TV KATL IOV SeV elya evToTioel o€ GAAN TTOAT KL TO AEw aUTO
ylati §ev EEPpw??7? aAAd TO Aéw emeldn €xw yevvnOel o€ emapyia Kal EYw ...0€

vnot BEPata aAdd Exw SovAéPel oe emapyia, EEpw kat v EAAnvikn emapyioa
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KQTA KATIOLO0 TPOTIO £xw (Mol otnv ABNva, {w otnv ABNva T apKeTd Xpovia,
otn Agpeco vmpye Eva BAEppQ.

BAéupa! Ok.

11.’Eva BAéppa avTplkd amévavtl 6T Yuvaika To 0Tolo o€ 0TL a@opa
Suoxépave TAPA TTOAV TNV EVTALN LoV OTNV TIOAN. M€ GUYKEKPLUEVQ
mapadelypata...yla mapadetypa oty ABva av oTapaToeL Eva apdaél 6to
KEVTPO TNG TTOANG KL 0V OTAUATIOEL KATIOLOG VX GOV (ATOEL 6TO KEVTPO TNG
TOANG 1) O€ PLA TIEPLOYT] ASELX OTO KEVTPO TNG TTOANG Ot

oov ovpfel katL doxnuo. Evvow eivat moAv mbavo va Attributes the
éxelg kamola emiBeom, va TpooTadoEL va o€ ANoTEPEL masch‘ﬂme look ?S
’ r ’ another reason for not

va pooTtadnost otidnmote. H mapéuBaon ot SR :

, , , , , assimilating in the city
BLWTIKOTNTA TG YUVAIKAG €Vl AKGAUTITY, KEVT] KAl (F.11)
yivetai kdBe ev otiypn). Exw Eexaotel oto ypapeio
OV KAL (POPA® VA KOVTO PTTAOLIAKL YTl Elvat Believes the masculine look

kaAokaipt 40 BaBpovg Kedolov kot £xel et wpa  has subsided in the last two 7
TO ATIOYEVHA KAL VO £XW TIAPEL TIOUKAWLOO YLK VA years as the city centre

, / . , , . became more vibrant (F.12)
yuplow oTitt kat Epw OTL pe To Tov Ba yupiow amd
to [Tavemotuio oto omitt Ba oTApATIo0VY 6 AUAELA 6TO SPOHO KUl GTNV
KQAUTEPT TEPITTWOT) B UE PWT)COVV TTOCGO TAW.
[ToAU evSLa@Epov auTO IOV HOU AETE.

12. Etvat 0pw¢ mpaypatikotnta. To va KukAo@opw UE TO Feels her

TOSNAATO 6TO SPOUO KAT ap) S UE TO oL NpOa ot Aepecd blond hair

eixa EavOd& podld kdmolx otryun ta éBada, Ta okovpuVQ made };er a
target for

TEPLOCOTEPO YLa Vo U Sivw oTto)0 e To EavBo paAAl To oTtoio the

Eexwplle. YTMpxav @opég Tou yupvoloa ato To YPageio masculine
QAKOUN KL TP £XELALYO OTAPATNOEL UTO. Agv elval TOGO, look (F.12)
aAAG Sev Bewpw OTL EYEL...yvpllw at’ To Ypaweio KoL NEepa OTL TPEMEL va elpat
ETOLUN VX QVTATIOKPLO®W OTA KOAEOUATA, OTA OTAUATIHATA KoL T Aotmd. Mia
Yuvaika va TEpTata Povn g ot AEUESO TO ATOYEVUA OTAV

ExeL TEGEL 0 NALOG, OXL LOVO ATV TIECEL 0 ALOG KAl YWwP(G va Identifies the
TECEL 0 NALOG ExEL aAAGEEL Ta SVO TeEAELTALX XPOVLX £XEL coastal road as
AAAGEEL YTl £xEL BYEL KOOHOG KAl TTEPTIATAEL. Moy elmtav 0Tl the area where
auTo oupfaivel emeldn {w KOVTA ot Tapaiio OpwG cuVERaLveE she was

, , , subjected to the
0€ OAEG TIG YUVAKEG KOXL CUVASEAPOUG OV KL SEV TO UG MAS  masculine look

Bewpovv ylati poag kdvouv autd to Tpdype; Kamolo (F.12)
TPOXWPOVCE 0TI TAPAALX KL KOLTOVoAV Kol TUXALVE TO Feels the masculine
BAEppa pov va TTEcEL o€ AvTpa 0 avTpag Ba pe melpale, B look that makes women
pwtoVoe KATL, Ba émpeme va e otapatioel. ‘HpOe pa feel like a «piece of
OLVASEAPOG TIPOCPUTA 0TI AEPETD KAt SIOTL EYW EAELTIL meeb impacts

; , , , , , women’s gender
Kal iye £pBeL 2-3 PopeG o€ KATIOLEG SLAAEEELS KaL TV identity (F.12)

TIOAU KOUPAGUEVT) KATIOLA OTLY N KAl TNG AEw TIwG atoBAvOnKeg Lov AgeL
Ayyelikn KoupaoTnKa TTapa TTOAD KATERNKA va Kavw pia BOATa To Tpwi kat 3-4
ATONA ETPETE VA [LE OTAUATIIOOVV VA LLE PWTNOOVV TIWG LE AEVE IOV TIAW OEV
AVTEEA KO KL OTILEPA TIPOOTIAO® OTAV KIVOUHAL TiLat SEV KOLTALW VA TO
OTUHATAW, OAAAQ oLpPaivel, xaiSevw o yata 0to pOpo Kal Oa e OTAUATOEL
VO OV TEEL YLAT, TG, AUTO lval TOAV KoupaoTiko. [Tapa oAU KovpaoTikd, 0ug
A€W TOV TIOVO [OV...qUTO TO OTIOL0 TTAPA TIOAD E AVACTATWVE TAV TO PAEHUA
TV AVTPWV O€ PEYGAN NAKix (0w amd xwpld Sev EEpw TO BAEUUX TTOV OE
EBAeTaty oV KpEQAG IOV EKEIVN TN OTLY U] KATAGTPATNYEL OTL eloal, OTL £XELG
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KAVEL OTL £XELG GOV TAVTOTITA ATIOKTNOELG OAQ UTA TA XPOVLX VO GOV KOUUATL
KPEUG TIPOG LKAVOTIOMOT auTO TO BAEUNA AOLTTOV S€V € PAEPTAPOLY, SeV Elvat
T0 BAépupa evog avtpa mov o€ BAETEL Kal o€ Bavpadet elvat To BAEUPA aVTO TO
omolo o€ BAETEL oAV £V KOUUATL KPEAG. AUTO TO TIPAYUA ElvAL KATL IOV EPEVA
e €xeL (oploel mapa oAV. Towg emeldn) Sev elvat auTO OV AE[E KUKAOQOPOUTX
1oV pHov oto 8poo, Sev eixe 0TO KEVTPO KOO0, TIEPTIATOVOA ETELON €V
TEPTATAEL KAL TTOAV 0 KOGHOG HOVOG TOV.

Agv tepmatdet vat. M'uvaikes 18lwg.

13.’EBAemav pia yuvaika va TePTATAEL 6TO SPOUO ...0 A AU TA.

Emeldn etvat evéia@epov ilaitepa va kataypaPw tT000 YwpLKd 0pLa 660 Kot
opLa vonTa 1) Bépata avTAnPewyv Ba HTopovoes va [Lov TEPLYpAPELS auTnh TN
Topela IOV EMALPVEG, IOV TIALPVELG, IOV EVIWHOES ALTA TA EvTova cLVALGONUATA;
Fewypa@ka TePITTOU VA [LE TOTTOOETNOEL;

14. Etvai n teploxn yupw amo To oTiTL Hov, SnAadn Tov TLAVEL TO GTILTL LoV
€lval IOV OTAUATAEL ) AKTY] TNG AEPEGOV TTIOV EEKLVAEL OTNV TTPAYUATIKOTNTA ™)
QVATANOT) ALYO TIPLV TO TIPWTO KAPE SeV EEPW TG AEyeTal To OaAaooakl eival
TO TPWTO; ‘OXL TO TIPWTO KAPE TNG AEUEGOV GTNV AP TTWG AEyETAL;

Nopilw elvat to OaAacoakL.

15. Exel tov £gkvdve oL TPWTESG OUTIPEAES, EKEL TTOV Feels lil_iwb}’ldeVelOped ]
EeKIVAEL ot 1 puepr T[O(pOO,\lO( and v Teplox vt ?;za;s‘tl: ;nedi;ia ;22;‘;;
™G TapaAiag péxpL kat pmaivovtag HEcH oTNV TOAT have provided her

HEXPL KAL TO TIEVTASPOLO HEXPLTO KAGTPO SNAAST TTAV®W  gpportunities to

Hetd pe ™ Mapiva Eekivaovtag n Mapiva Bpnka iAo «disappear» (F.15)

XWPO OV elya novyla Kot eEa@avi{Opovy kel Kol auTol TAV 0L XWPOL, aUTOoL.

YTdpxouVv OTLYHEG IOV VIWBOELS avao@oAT|§ 6T SIKT 60V Does not feel unsafe

YELTOVLQ; (F.16)

16. Avac@dAela pe v €vvola 0TL Ba pov cvpfel Katy

Nat, vat.

17. T va slpat eldikpvig dev exw atoBavBel. Aev Felt for a while that she had
aoBdvOnka SnAadr) 0Tl kdmolog Ba TtapafLaoel kdmoto  to disguise herself in order

Opla cwpatikd 8ev?????? oe dpla ISLWTIKOTNTAC, to avoid the stares and cars

TOAUTOTNTAG KAL T AOLTIA VUL EKVEVPLOUOV IOV SEV }Sllgrv‘a:nf%own to flirt with

NLOLV £TOLUN VA TO SLAXEPLOTW YUPVOUOGA GTO YPUPELO KOUPATEVT,
TaAomwpnuévn Bupdpat g @opa oVpAlaéa oto Spopo cav votepia va
EWVAEW TNV ACTLVOWIA ETITEAOUG LE ElYaVE OTAUATNOEL 5 apdéla HEXPL va TAw
OTO OTITL KAL §EV OTAUATOVV ETLUEVOUV TTAVE KL TILO KATW, KAL TILO KATW HEXPL
VaL...0XL VOO @AAELX EVOXANOT LEYAAOUG avOPOTIOUES (POPOVGAV YUOALL
HLWTIAG €lyav TO KEQPAAL KATEBATHEVO KOLTOVOAV ....KOLTAW SEELA Kl aploTEPA,
kovBaroVoa BIBAla ota xépla yla va Selyvw adtagopn.

Tnv eploxn mov pévels mwe Ba v TeplEypagegs; Etval kuplwg meploym
Katolknong, elval KT G xpriong mws 0o TNV TEPLEYPAPES;

18. Katolknong eivat aAAd elval mavw ot Acw@Opo Kal TapdAANAa eival Tavw
ot BdAacoa yevika 1 AePeTOG EXEL £€TOLT AKTH, OPLX GTOV AUTOKIVNTOSpPONO
KOL TTAVW GTOV AUTOKLVNTOSPOO E(VAL KL TX OTILTIA OTIOTE €lval OAa auTd pad.
Noat ekT66 amd Ta véa TpodoTia BOpeLa IOV elval KaBapd YwpoL KAtolknomng.
19.'0xy, 0L epéva eival 6To KEVTPO 0T TTapoAia OAa padi.
Oewpelg 6TL elval LBavIKN TtEPLOXT] YIX KATO(KNON;

20. Exel mov pévw;

Believes the
motorway should
not enter the city
(F.21)
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Nat To yeyovog 0tL eivat 6 autn Tn (kT xpnon, {ovn WKTS Xp1ong

Tapadelylatog xapuv.

21’. Exet noA’)\n pacapia, exstﬁoku Kivnom. Qotoc'o elvat Feels the area
Tdvw 01N Badacoa evw Ta omitia fAETOVY 011 BdAaocoq, 3 where she lives is
AETITA TTEPVAS TO SPOHO KATW KAl EloAL TIOAV KOVTA 0T too noisy, but is
Badacoa. H xatd upnkog ¢ akm¢ Ta oTiTia TG TapaAiog very near the sea

€Xouv dpeon TPOcfaom TAVW GTOV AUTOKLVTOSPOO. Av (F.21)

oxeblada Eava tnv TOAN vopllw va mpoomabovoa va ByaAw KOPUPATIX TOV
QUTOKLV TOSPOLOV 1} TOVAQYLOTOV VA OTAUATOVCGE KATIOU 0 AUTOKLVITOSPOOG
KaBw¢ pmaivoupe otnv mOAN Kat va Ta ERyada TPog Ta £§w yla va oplow Eva
XWPO OTO KEVTPO.

Na vtoféow OTL pévelg o€ Stapéplopa.

22. Nau

ALOTL £XW ULA GELPA ATIO EPWTNOELS TIOV KAVW GLVNOWE OTAV KATIOLOG UEVEL O
otitl Elxeg peyadwoel o€ omiti ) eixeg peyadwoel o€ Stapéplopa;

23.'Exw peyodwoel wg ta 18 pov (ovoe o€ Stape’ aAAd TAvw KATw vaL.

0 Adyog Ttov pwTw eival emeldn ouvnBwS yiveTat Kat pia {wvoToinon evtog Tov
OTILTLOV ATLO TOUG APYLTEKTOVES KL O KOOHOG SEV LTIAPXEL avTIANYM Yl TO TOCO
oLVELSNTA €lval Tov yivetatl auth 1 {wvoToinon SnAadn oL yuvaikeg emeldn)
ouvSéovTal PE TI§ Koulives Kat oL Koulives TomoBeToUvTAL 0TO THiIoW UEPOCG,
KpUBoVTalL KATA KATIOLO TPOTIO OTO ToW UEPOG TOU OTILTLOV EVW OL TILO SNUAGLOL
XWPOL TOV oTiLTIoV Tpamelapia, KabloTiko, ToTofeToVVTAL TILO KOVTA 6TO Spdpo
o0 omtolog elvat kat’ eEoxnv dSnuocLog Bewpeltal SNPOCLOG XWPOG KAl ElvaL pLa
VTIOGUVEISN TN TIPAEN TNV oTtola EKTEAOVV OL APXLTEKTOVES KAl TIPOoTIAd W OTOV
UEVEL KATIOLOG O€ OTILTL 0TV LEYAAWOE KATIOLOG OE OTILTL VO Sw otV OVTWS QUTO
LOXVEL KAL OV VTIAPXEL CLUVEISTIOT U TOV TOL SeSopEVOU.

24. Agv £xw PeyaAdwoel o€ OTILTL §eV EEPW XAAG HTTOPW _ o va
/ Admires the interior

T ytamy E?\?’\OLSOL. courtyards of the old

Nai, vat pov kavet houses in the centre of

25. Zmv EAAGSa... 6L Sev To elyope auto Sev umnpxe  Limassol (F.25) TIG

E0WTEPLKEG AVAEG ATIO THOW IOV PALVETAL ATIO UTTPOCTA KL TH{OW VTIAPYEL EVOAG
BAVUAOTOG KOGHOG TTIOV OV APECEL TTAPA TIOAV, GTOV TOTIO TIOV HEYAAWOT O SEV
VTIAPYXEL aUTO Sev elyape KaBOAOL OTA CGTIITIX ) TAV AUTOV TOU TUTIOV TIOV £V
K1TIOUG UTIPOG, IO W Kol 0L KOU{IVES eV elYav... NTAV UTIPOG KL THOW KAL GTNV
UTIPOGTLVY) TTAEVPA KL OTO IO W TOV OTILTIOV Tov elyave mpocfaot). ZTa omitLa,
ota Slapepiopata Tov uactav otny ABrva aAL To (5o vouilw ntav ot
kov{iveg Tav Slapepliopata.

Zta Stapeplopata loxyouvv AAAa TPOTLTIA SUCTLX WG 1 EVTLUXWS Elvat SUCKOAO
VO TUTIOTIO )0 EL KATIOLOG QUTO TOV TPOTIO.

26. £TO OTILTL oG KOL YEVIKA QUTH TNV APXLTEKTOVIKN TG KOTpou ta omitdkia
HE TIG...0ev TNV €xw Sev elya matoel kaBoAov o1 Acukada oV 1LoVV Sev
NUovv egolkelwpevn lowg ota I'dvveva va loxVeL auTo aAAG SV OV EXEL KAVEL
EVTUTIWOT) 0T Agpesd kal KOGUOG OV Ttalpvw Kot PLA0EEV® eVTUTIWOLAlovTal
Qo QUTO ATIO TA CTILTAKLA TA OTIOLX (PAIVOVTAL ATIO UTIPOGTA VA €XOVV TITIOTE
KOL TIlOW VA'XOUV TIG QUAEG, TIG KOULIVEG AKOUT) KL T UTTAP TIOV (PALVETAL VX
elval amo umpooTd va unv cupfalvel TITOTE va Elval EVaG 1)6VX0G XWPOS Kal
Tiow elval Evag xwpog YEUATOG KOGUOG aAAG TTiow 6TOo Tiow péEPog. ‘Otav
TEPATEL KATIOLOG ATIO UTIPOCTA €V TO BAETEL ETOL WOTE VAL CUUUETAOCYEL TIPETIEL
Vo TO EEpEL
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Eivat pia moAta tumoAoyia avth. [TAéov 1 cVyxpovn TuToAoyia €lval auTr) OV
00V ElTTa TTPONYOVHEVWG OTIOV 0L KOU{Iveg KpUBovTal cuveEdNTA 1] acuveldnTa
0TO Tiow UEPOG TOV OTILTLOV KAl OL TILo SNHOCLOL XWPOL... ATtO Ta 6,5 Xpovia TTov
eloal KOmpo mapatnpels 0TI OAN €xel AAAAGEEL GUVETIELA TOV OTL OL YUVAIKES
epyadovtaly, Mmopels va eVvTOTIoELS KATIOLEG OAAQYEG;

27. Aev TO €Xw GUVOEDEL LE TO YEYOVOG OTL OL YUVAIKES EpyAlOVTAL GTNV TIOA,
elval cwoTO OPWG EVOEXOUEVWG £XOVV YIVEL XAAXYEG GE OXECT LE TO YEYOVOGS OTL
To [Tavemiotuio €xel £pOeL TNV TOAN KAl APA TTOAAEG YUVALKES (POLTI TPLES
EVOEXOUEVG KUKAO@OPOUV HECA GTNV TIOAT KOL TO €XW GUVSETEL KL LLE TO

Exw oVYKpLom eyw Afw yla Ta 6,5 xpovia. ‘Exet apyioel va
QVATITUCOETAL.VTIAPYEL KIVNOT) 6TOVG SPOUOVS EEQUTPWVOLV HayadLd, LTI Kt
QUTO VIOXVEL TNV TIPAGaoT Tou KOGHOU 0TO

KEVTPO Kol apa EEOLAAVVOUY QUTO TIOV el Believes the spreading of the
ggopaAvvouy...ouvnBiget To BAEPPEL TNV TTAPOVGIX  ypiversity facilites throughout
TWV YUVALK®OV TIOU UTTOPEL VO KUKAO@OPOUV PETA  the city centre has motivated
TIG 7-8 TO amOYyELHX TIOV £XEL TTEGEL 0 ALOG KL vae  many services such as coffee
TEPTATAVE. AuTd €xel oupPel val Agv To giya places and eateries (F.28)
ouVOEoel e TNV epyaoia aAAd pe To [TavemoTuio kat ™ {wn Tov @aiveTal
£TOL VA ATIOKTA TO KEVTPO KAL TA EPYA YUPW ATO TA KATACTHATA.

H Swkn pov n ovvdeon pe v epyacia e0TIdleEL OTIG XPTOELS
TEPLOCOTEPO TIOV SULOVPYOVVTAL 6TNV TIOAT. AnAadT) oTnVv
Aepeod €xovv avénbel kat oe dAAeg OAELG TG KuTtpou ot

Feels services
within the city

centre has
UNoTapLég, Ta PAoTOOVVTASIKA, TA KAOAPLOTPLA OL OTIOLES  1hade her
elval epyacieg ov yivovtav mapadoclakd 0To oTiTL urban
E@o6o0ov A0V oL YuVaiKeG EouV ALYOTEPO ... TIEPVOVV experience

AtydTePO XPOVO OTO OTITL, AUTES OL EPYATIEG TIAEOV IUCH EaSIEr

avaykalovtal Kat Byaivouv ektdg omitiov. AuTo elvatl pia cmvs'T([lfc,'tzofc3 )r[ov
TAPATNPW...

28. IoyVel olyovpa TO YEYOVOG 0TO KOUUATL IOV €£XW TIAPATNPNOEL LOXVEL
olyovpa to yeyovog 6TL oto [avemiotLo £€ToL OTIwG Exel Staomapbel péoa otV
TIOAN KOl TA KT{PLX IOV VTIAPXOoLV SEELE KL aploTEPA EVIOYLOAV TETOLOV TUTIOV
ETILXELPNOELG SNAAST] YN TO YPNYOPO, KAPE, EEUTINPETICELS TETOLOV TUTIOV TILA
KaL OAEG HOV TIG SOVAELEG TIG KAVW YPTYOPX GTO KEVTPO KL CKEQPTOWUAL OV

LTI PXOV KL AAAX B e SLlEVKOAVVAV KO TIEPLOGOTEPO AAAOL TETOLOU TUTIOV
UTIMPECIEG KL TO YEYOVOG OTL €lxe UYeL Tpamela elxe pa Tpamela Kumtpou
otV Asw@Oopo ABNVOV 1TaV ATTWAELX ... yLaTi N TpaTela avaykale TTOAD KOGHO
KO YUVAIKEG KoL AVTPEG KABNUEPLVA OTO KEVTPO aKPLBWS 1)TAV 0TO KEVTPO
ABnvwv kat Avetaptnoliag va mepvave. Evo Topa £X€L TTAEL TILO TTAV®W GTOV
TEVTASPOUO O TIEVTASPOUOG OUWG TIEPVAVE AUAELA SEV £XEL TOGO ...0TTOTAV VOl
0TO OTL £XW TapATNPNOEL VoUW Ba cUPUPWVTIOW.

YTapxouv KATOLEG BEWPLEG TTOV GUGYETIOVV TIG YUVALKES UE ETTAVOANTITIKEG
OLKLOKEG epyacies. ‘OTL £OUV PO VTIEPOXT OTLG EMAVAANTITIKEG OLKIOKES
EPYOOIEG €V AVTIOETEL [LE TOUG AVTPES TOUG OTIO(OUG T EPYACLAKA LOVTEA Elval
L0 OTOXEVHEVA SNAadT) 0 AvTpag pYATETAL VIO TNV TIPOXY WY, YL TNV
QTOKTN 0N QUTOKLVITOV, Kol quTn 1) Bewpla A€l OTL EQOTOV 0L Yuvaikeg Exouv
QUTT) TNV VTIEPOXN OTLG OLKIAKES ETIAVOANTITIKES EPYNCIEG AUTO TIG KABLOTA TILO
KATAAANAgg va Stayelpifovtat BEpata TG TOANG, BEUATA TOV AOTIKOU XWPOL WG
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L ETIEKTAOT] TOU VOLKOKUPLOU ToVG. EoU Ttwe TomobeTeloal 0€ QUTEG TIG
Bewpleg;

29. Evtagel yevikd vtootnplletatl OTL OA0 QUTA €Vl KATAOKEVEG OTL lvatl
....OUYKEKPLLEVOUG AOYOoUS ylati fonBave...qutd vtootnpiletal.

Nat

30.'0Tav KAVETE OUWGS PLX KATAOKELT) 8V OMUAiVEL OTL ATIAX 1] KATAOKELT)...
27:30-27:50 dev akovyetal

Agrees that formerly domestic

, , , ) . uses tranfered onto the urban
VO PEPELG AEQPTA OTO OTILTL EVEEXOUEVWG VA LOYXVEL scale support and help women

olyoupa K&TOL0G 0 0Ttol0G ExeL LABEL TOV £XOUV (F.29)

KaAUTEPQA. AV e pwTNOELS BEBALX EPEVA TIPOCWTILKA TN Believes women

SN pov amoym Bewpw OTLN Yuvaika o@EAeL va need to
aAVAYVWPIOOVE TA LOLXITEPA XAPAKTNPLOTIKA ULLAG acknowledge and
YUVAIKOG KL TIG LSLATEPES AVAYKEG EVEEXOUEVWGS VA embrace

, , , o differences and
tomto0etNOovV KAl 0TO YWPO SNAXST) KAl OTOV XOTLKO XWPO.
N Xwpo on N Xwp that women'’s

Avto. ol eivat auTd, TWE XAPTOYPAPOVVTAL KAL T AT eds must be
elvau pua peydan.??? accommodated
O SNUOTIKES ApXES YEVIKOTEPX (0WG UTTOPEL Vv uTtopeig vae  and purscribed in
ava@epBeic 0TIg SNUOTIKES apxéG o€ TTOAELG IOV €xElg {fjoer  built form (F.31)
TEPLOCOTEPA XPOVLIX TIAPA 0T AEPESO OAAA YW Bt pWTNOW EV TTAON
mepmTwoel. NiwBelg 6TL dTav Slapop@wvovTal vopol ,

g . . . Does not think women
Kat Kavoviopol 6L oL on HOTLKEG apXEg aELo):oyfmv KOL Uith young children can
QVTITPOCWTEVOLVV TIG AVAYKEG TWV YUVALK®V 1) move around the city on
GAAWV HLELOVOTITWV EV TIAOT TIEPLTITWOEL; foot (F.32)
32. Aev yvwpilw. 'Exw mapatnpnoel kat otn Aepecod kat otnv ABNva 6Tto KEVTPo
™6 ABMvag atoBdavopal 6tL TpooTabovv pe kK&molo TPOTo Alyo dkapda, Altyo

Sev Bewpw OTL ag TTOVPE OTL UTIOPELG VI EXELG EVa Believes the management
KAPOTOAKL [E TO LwPd KAl va TTpoxwprjoelg ehkoAa oe  and design of Limassol

HLo TTOAN OTIwG elvat ABMva OpwG PTopeis va eloal pe does not consider
KOPOTOAKL KOL VA TIEPTIATNOELG OE UL TIOAT) Agpesd Snkolc)§%e1§[tsrtaon‘osp(gﬁt2&, M
Aepecdg kot apydg eivat mpovola yia Toug medovg Eva amAo Topadely o ylati o
KOOUOG S€V TIEPTIATAEL OTOV TIEVTASPOO SEV UTIAPYEL TTPOVOLX ELVAL P TIAYUEVA

QVETITUYHEVOG TOGO OTO KEVTPO SLOTL SEV VTIAPYEL TIPOVOLX YL TOV TTE(O Vi
TEPACELG TOV TTEVTASPOLO VO TIPOAGBELS KAL VA TIELG GTNV KAAVTEPT] £XOVUE
TETOLOVG SPOIOVG KAL (PAVAPLA YLt TOV TIECO SEV VTIAPYOLVV HOVO EVA OTT) [LO
TAEVPA TOV SPOUOV. AUTO elval EVEeLEn oL EAAelPELS TTOV £XOUUE YLIA TO SNUOGLO
xwpo. Eyw atcfavOnka mpwtn @opd ot Aepesd OTL VTPXE EVAS XWPOG GTOV
0TI0(0 PTOPOVO A VA TIAW ALYAKL TIEPQ AT’ TN BAACoA va TTAW AlyAKL Yl Vi
NPEUOW KAL VX XAAQPWOW Kol va eival kaBapog amod toug BopUoug Tng TOANG,
TO AUAELA, VO ELLOL TIPOOTATEVUEVT] KL T AOLTTA 1) TAV 0 XWPOoG NG Mapivag.
"Htov 0 povog mpwtog SUdcelog Xwpogs TIou UTToPOVCE VA OV TIPOCPEPEL £TOL
HLO O PAAELA KOL LA YOAT)VT] VO TIAP W KAPOTOL OV €A TO WP VU TIEPTIATI|CW
va 1o BydAw gkel 1 Tav 0 HOVOG XWPOG TTov atoBavenka.
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Considers the
marina as an area
well-designed for
walking with
strollers (F.32)

0 A6Y0G TtV pWTW GUVIOWG YL TIG STUOTIKEG APXES EKTOG ATIO TO BEpa TwV
meC0SPOUiWV KAl TOV PWTIOHOV KAL TG EVKOALNG KATTOLOL Vi StakivnOel pe
eEAPTWUEVOUG OTO KEVTPO E(VAL KL OL STLOCLEG TOVUAETES eV EEPW EXELG TIAEL
KAULA @Oopa& o€ SnUocLa TOVAAETA 0T AEPeno;

33. Tevika o€ kapLd TTOAN Sev TNyaivw oTLG SNUACLEG TOVXAETES.

Kot aviikelg otnv TAELOVOTNTA TWV YUVALK®OV UE TIG OTIOLEG EXw HANOEL ATIAG
TAPATNPEITAL OTL OL SNUOCLEG TOVXAETEG £XOUV TOV (510 ApPLOPIO TOVXAETWV YL
TOUG AVTPEG KL TIG YUVAIKEG KL QUTO €K TWV TPAYUATWV UTtopel va Selyvel pa
0O TA 0AAG 0TIV ovoia Sev elvat SLOTL OL YUVAIKEG EXOUV AAAEG AVAYKES ATIO
TIG TOVOAETEG ATTO TO TLO ATIAG TO OTL XPELALOVTAL TIEPLOCOTEPO XPOVO OTLG
TOVAAETEG aTtO TOUG AvTPEG. Kot autd amd povo touv Selxvel OTL UTTAPXEL Lo
AYVOLA OTIG AVAYKES TWV YUVALK®V OTAV SLAUOP@WVOVTAL VOUOL KAl KAVOVIoUO(
™G TOANG. To BEUA TWV CUPPETOXIKWV SLEPYACLWV Ba 0 pWTNOW AV Kol
avtlapavopat 6Tt §ev £XELG EXPTWUEVOLS TTWS B afloA0YoVCEG TNV
TOAVOTNTA SLAUOIPACHOU KABNUEPIVWV UTIOXPEWOCEWV E ATOUA EKTOG TOU
AECOV OLKOYEVELAKOU TEPLBAAAOVTOG.

34. AnAadn;

AnAadn) va HoLpAleoTE VTIOXPEWOELS OTIWG PAYElpERa 1) ptovyada 1 wviopa pe
AAAQ dTOpO O TN YELTOVLA. AUTO QUGIKA B OT)UALVE VA TTXPOYWPT|OELS KATIOLOUG
aTo TOUG LIOLWTIKOVG 0OV XWPOUG. Oa Tav o cLVONKN Katoiknong mov fa
¢BPLOKEG EAKUOTIKN 1) IOV G€ APNVEL ASLAPOPN 1)...TIWG

, Agrees with the
Ba to afloAoyovoeg; - .
] ! , ., , principles of co-housing
35. To éxw kdmws oke@tTel YTl aviKw o€ pa TETola and actually belong in one
OUVAAOYLKOTNTA EXOVE PO CUAAOYIKOTI T OTO TIAPKO TNG  such collective in Greece
Axadnpuiag kdvovpe TTpdypata kat T Aotmd. Exw amid (F.35)

OKEQPTEL TO LN TAE HETA TIOAD €vTOova 1) Tapéa pov eivat otnv EAAGSa €xw

TApA TTOAAOVG @Aoug otV KUTIpo aAAd 1o KOPHATL culnTApe OTL KATOL

(,juyw,] OTL,O)\OL BOLIET]GOU p.S’ o G)Of Gnoov |J’.S 0-8, Values her privacy and feels she

eva Xwpo Aot padi ... Sev E€pw adAa ougntape ot easily belong to a collective

KaBwg tepvovv Ta xpovia Ba {ioovpe 6AoL padl. (F.35)

Agv E€pw TwG Ba elvat Sev EEpw TTwG elvat va LoLpAleTAL KAVEIG IBLWTIKO XWPO

VOUICW OTL EYW TIPOCWTIKA 0T SOVAELX CKEPTOUAL, YPAP® KL TIPETIEL VAL EXW

KAl TETOLOUG XwpPous Ba SlekSikovoa TTAVTA WSIWTIKOTNTA AAAX TTOAV EVKOAN

HOLPAlOHAL OE PO CUAAOYLIKOTNTAL.

[Tapa oAV evSila@Epov. AVTEG 11 TAV OL EPWTICELG OL SOUNUEVES TIOV ElY Q.

YTapxel KATL AAAO IOV VIWOELS OTL BEAELS VA POV TIELS TTOU SEV TPOEKLPIE ATTO TN

ougimon;

36.0xL vouilw OTL Ta €xw KaAUYeL OAa. TN AePecO VIwBw OTL TTIPOXWPAUE UE

KaVEVH V0 PIAEG 0TO SPOO OTO KEVTPO Kol AEUE OTL

QUTN TNV TOAT EUES TNV OTIAEAUE PLE TA  Lhe " IT1e

TEPTATNHATA LG TIAVW KATW. 'HTav téon avaykn va who insisted on walking in
, ) ) X A Limassol in spite of the

UTLAPEEL EVAG XWDPOG AV TO XWPO TOV EUELG BEAQUE VA masculine look are largely

UTIAPXELT) SOUT] KOL TO CNTHONE [E TO TL OTNPLEAE e  responsible for making the city

QUTO TO UTIaP €lval SIKO pag epeis To @TIagape, avtd  walkable (F.36)

TO COKAKL elvat S1k0 pag epeic To Tepmatnoape. Avto. To Baciko....

Mov kd&vel TpopEPT] EVTUTIWOT AUTO TOV £(Te yia To BAEppa StoTL eloan 30M

KOTIEAX E TNV OTTola WA Kol (o0l 1) TTPWTT IOV TO AVAPEPELG.

Feels that she and her friends
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Appendix J

Sample of Initial Code (Participant A, code name: Ariana)
black text: interviewer, red text: participant, blue text: initial code

Tnv nAkia utopw va pwTow TV nAKia;

49

Xwpog epyaoiag; Fewypagika.

Aepeco.

L& A mepLoxT) ot AEUECO;

Etvat Ayla @O eival kEvTpo TOANG LAAAOV.

Noat E€pw ToL elvatl amAd To 10Aa Yo TOUG OKOTIOVG TNG LAYV TOQWVTOTG.
Apopog Stapovig.

Awapovns. ZtpatnyoU Twayto.

Yrapxouv ebaptdpevoy Assumes «dependants»

OxL o ) ) o ) refers only to children. She
@S(.l)pSlg OTL L T[OAT] TIPETIEL VA EXEL EVA KEVTPO; seems responsible for
1. Nat eival kaAa. elderly parents (A.17)

[Mwg B TTePLEYPAPESG TO KEVTPO ULAG TIOANG YEVIKE;

2. Kataompata, sites...

Apa GUVOEELG TO KEVTPO LE EUTIOPLKT] SPACTNPLOTNT;

3. Nalt e epumopikn Kot SLoKNTIKN ag OV UE TO Linking public realm with
Municipality, To Tayvdpopsio, autd cuviOwe ivad... commercial and administrative
Oewpel§ OTL elval amAPALTNTO P TIOAN VA EXEL KEVTPO; services (A3)

4. Nat.

To xévtpo ™G Agpecov mwe B to evtomiles; Moo vouilelg OTL elvatl To KEVTPO

™¢ Aepeoov;

5. Etvaw ekel mov etvat ) Ayla Nama. Topa o €ékavav kat
@aivetal paALoTa.

[Twg To eVvoElg;

6. 0L SpOpOL....TO EKOVAV OV YELTOVLIA EKEL Referring to a vague entity as
Apa eivar onpavtikd emiong To Tt elvan mpooPdoipo ko Peing responsible for urban
LE To TTOSIG iegeiogment («they») (A.5,
7.0xL ywax v KOmpo. Ag ovpe o matdg pov mov eiye 6, A8)

Katdotnua otnv Aylov Av8péou ekel Tov ékavay To TECOSPOIO TWPA KL [LOG
kataotpePav. To pedestrian SnAadn. Aev epmatd ,

( ., Not favouring

(XV@E)(;)T[OQ TIAEOV. , , , , , pedestrianism. Resigning
AvTo elvat ev8lapépov. Eivar yevikevpevn aut) n avtdnm 14 the fact that people

OTL v TN TN oTyun Tov teoSpounOnke n Ayiov Avépéou don’t walk anymore (A.7)
VLT PYXE £TOL LA TITWOT 0T KIVN0T 0TA KATAOTHATA;

8. Ziyovpa, alyouvpa. AAAaEE 0 TUTIOG TWV KATACTIUATWY TO EKAVAV TEAEIWG
Talapakl, eV oG TTovpe Tag ot PAwpevtia, mag ot Poun kat fAEneLs To old
down town £x€L TOU KOGUOL TNG UTTOVTIK, TOU KOGHOV...ElvaL avafabuLouevo

TEAOG TTAVTWV TO KEVTPO EUAS VAL LOVO oV B KAVELG KAVEVX ECTIATOPAKL,

KAVEVA UTTOPAKL....

Apa GUVOEELS KAL UE TNV LOTOPLKOTNTA TO KEVTPO HLAG TTOATG...

9. Nat Ekeivo eival To kévtpo ekel TOU APYLOE 1) TTOAN

€101 10 BAETIW TO KEVTPO. Twpa OTIWG KAVOLV TIG Resenting non-historic city
centres (A.9)

Attributing importance to the
appearance of the city’s
centre as a landmark (A.5)
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TIOAELG OTIWG KoL 6TV APEPIKN €xoVV TIOAAG kévTpa. Kavouv éva mall kat

KTileTaLn mepLoxm yupw yvpw.

0 xwpog epyaciag cov Tov BPIOKETAL GE OXEON UE TO KEVTPO; Oewpels OTL elvat

KEVTPLKOG;

10. Etvat apketd kevtpiko vat. Eipaote oUte éva YIALOPETPO HaKPLA.

To xévtpo TG Agpecov we Ba to aflodoyovoes; Oewpeis OTL elval owkelo, OTL

VTAPXOLV eAAE(PELS, TTwG Ba a&loA0YOVOEG TO KEVTPO TNG TIOANG;

11. Ze oo pdypa eAAelPELS;

Le vTmpeoies lowg.

12. Kolta, TO KEVTPIKO TaXUSPOUELD £QUYE ATIO EKEL TTOL ) TAV ATIEVAVTL ATIO TO

Municipality kot pmmke to TEITAK. To yeyovog oTL _ o

apxtoav to TEITAK va cou Ttw kat GAAN @Aaon SLotL pag Fes.e.n.tmg the university
acilities because of their

exavav wide zone meplovoia ylati elipaote exel 0LYOVES  jmpact on personal

LoV glval oo To KEVTPO. MaG To EKavav YL TIEVTE XPOVIX  property (A.12)

wide zone §ev HTTOPOVGAE VA VOLKLACOUVUE, SEV UTTOPOVCAIE VA...KOL TO

amoTéAeopa Sev elxav Ae@TA, Ta EQayav, Sev E€pw, epels petvape Etol. Tn Swkn

1o TNV meplovaia v ayxpnotePav tedeiws. Tt onuaivel apyilw [MavemioTuio

HECO OTO KEVTPO TNG TIOANG KL TILAV® ATLO TOUG...APXLOE EMELST) T

[TavemoTiLa IOV Elval HECA OTA KEVTPU TWV TIOAEWV G AAAEG TIOAELS TAV I

TOALG IOV EPEYAAWOE YUPw amod to [lavemiotpio. OxL va Tave va (pUyouv

'Exelg Sikato.

13. Elpot kat maBwv yU auTo e TTOVAEL UTO TO TIPAY AL

Xalpopot Tov akoVw KAl aUTY) TNV TIPOOTITIKY SLOTL Ol TAPATIAV®
OUUUETEXOVOES LOIWG AUTEG TIOV £PYALOVTAL OTO KEVTPO Elval PE evBovolaoud
mov éBAemtav TV kaBodo tou TEIMAK kat twg €xel avaBlwoel To KEVTPO aAA&
elval KaAd va vtapyeL kot 1 avtifetn amoym. Nuwbels 6TL 6To KEVTPO TNG
Aepeoov elval To (510 aabn T 1 TAPOUCIA TWV AVTPWV KAL TWV YUVALKWOV
YeVIKA ooladnmote wpa NG NUEPAS; NIwOELS OTL UTTAPXEL KATIOLX WP TNG
NUEPAS TIOV VA VTIAPYOVV TIEPLOGATEPO YUVAIKES 1] TApaTTAvVWw avtpeg; Kamowa
Hepa TG ELSOUASAG (WG IOV VA VTIAPYOVV TIEPLOGOTEPO YUVAIKEG ATTO
TIEPLOCOTEPO AVTPES;

14. Aev vopl{w...6ev o BAETTW.

[evika etval ton n mapovaoia. NuwBelg 0TL To KEVTPO TNG Perceives equal numbers
TOANG TIPOCPEPEL TLG (81EG EVKALPLEG KAl SLEVKOAVVOELG of men and women in
O0TOUG AVTPEG KAl OTLG Yuvaikeg; Oa Eavaépbw og autd public places (A.14)

QAAQ ATTAVTTOE L0V TWPA £TOL EVOTIKTWOWS AV UTTOPELS.

15. Nat Ba édeya. ATTAWG va 60V Ttw Kol Eval AAAO TIPAYUA ag TTOVUE GTO
oTitL...eloat familiar pe ™ Agpeosd to kévtpo;

Nay, vat.

— , / . , Perceives equal
16. Z¢épetg ov elvar ) Tpdmela g EAA&SoG amévavtt 2
opportunities for men

aTo T? Anpapyeio; and women in the city
Nou BeBara. (A.15)
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17. ATt6 ekeivo 10 SpO0 KATW 0TO TEPUA elval 1) teplovaia pag. To Aotmdv, o
Tamdag pov eivat handicap. Mag éBaiav ta TadoVKLa KAl SV UTTOPOVLE,
@ofopaote kat va Byovue £Ew S1OTL IOV Ba €pBoupe Ba Exel
otaBuevpévo... maipvelg v Actuvopia kot 8ev Toug volalel
1 K?I\swovvl T m)\scpoovq...o)\n UEPA TOAKWVO uacrs.’..l'[aa Blaming commercial
exel Tapkdper To avtokivnto ¢ Carlsberg EeQopT®VELOTO  ,ctivity for limiting her
El Posto, oto éva oto aAdro...Epxetat petan KEO, petdan ability to care for her
Coca Cola &€petg kat ape gpeig mailovpe v TOLPOL parents (A.17)
KAVOUUE YUOPW TOV UTTAOK UEXPL VA ATIOQACIGOUV va (pUYOUV auTol OA0L KAl va
EXEL KAL TPOYXOVONO eKel Kal va Tou Afw BdAe ticket. Otav BdAeig ticket Sev Ba
TOAPOUV va Ttapkapouv. ‘0Oxt ev Balovv. Kat éxovpe moAAG TTpofAnpata.
AnAadn| o pn y£voLto To va TTABouV KATL 0L YOVEIG oV UTTOPEL VO UMV UTTOPOVE
va UYOUUE 1) va €pOoLV eKel.
AvuTo eival Tapa oAV cofapd Béua kat To e€eTalw ot TAAIGLO TNG LEAETNG
LoV M TIPOOPACILOTNTA TOV KEVTPOU TNG AEUETOV YLK KATIOLOV TIOU EXEL
€EAPTWHUEVOUG.
18.’H ag movpe BéAovpe va kKaAEoovE Eva @ido Sev yivetal va Tov avoiyete. Ma
KUPLE, HOV £KAELOEG TO OTILTL LOVL SNAQST] LEG TO XWPO TNG
TepLlovoiag pag pmopel va pmouvy kot 20 auTokivTa AVETA aG  Feeling isolated
TOUE KL VO PNV LTTOPW VA KAAECG®W KATIOLOV Vo €pOEL Vo LE because of traffic
8et. Elva tpayuar ) katdotaon. Otav £pBeig va Seig ekel management that
EPHUWOAY OAC... does not con51_der

) h , , , , , , (non-able bodied)
Epéva to omitt pov eivar amévavtt amd v Ayia Tpdda, dpa | cidents’ needs in
Kal péva eivat Kevtplka, @uoikd ta Zapfatokvpiaka the centre of the
epyoOUaoTe emEON elpal Kupiwg Aeukwoia aAAG avaioya e city (A.18)
To TLwpa Ba €pBoupe Aepesd to ZafBato mailetal av Ba Bpovue va
TAPKAPOVE TIPoG Ta Atkaotipla. H pdpa pov n omola eivat kat Aiyo kovton
OTAV EPYETAL POPTWHEVT LE TO AVTOKIVNTO PE T (WA, LE OTISNTIOTE, elval TTApA
oAU SUOKOAO VU UTIOPEGEL VA EEQPOPTWOEL VA UTTEL OTILTL TNG. Elvat peydin
Stadikaoia.
19. AkpBwg kal yU auto gpéva W’ evoxAel To autov TG Aotuvopiag. AnAadn dev
ONKWVOVTUL VA €pOOVV LE TO TIEPLTTOALKO...
ZToug EpyaoLakoVS XWPOUS YEVIKOTEPA TWPA, VIWOELS OTL SivovTal (oeg
EVKALPIEG OTOVG AVTPES KAL OTLG YUVAIKEG;

20. Oyt B€Paa. Believes there is
Agktd 10 Kpatw avTd. [lowax pEpn ™G TOANG inequality in the
ETIOKETITECAL TILO GUYVA KL YLOTE; workplace (A.20)

21. Kotta, mdw down town Adyw TwV yOVIWV OV TIEPLOCOTEPO KoL TTAPALCL.
Kamoleg dAAeg utmpecieg 1 SIEVKOAVVOELS;

22. AnAadn;

KaBaplompla, covmepudpket, Ynotapld...

23.’0x1 eKTOG KEVTPOUL Giyoupa. Prefers facilities outside
[1600 xpdvo maipvel va Ttag SOVAELE TO TP KoL va the city centre (A.23)

EMOTPEYELS TO Bpddv;

24. TToAU Alyo 7 AemTd HEVW €KEL TTOV ElVAL TU PWTA TOV APLEA EY®.

OL o onuavTIKEG UTINPETieg TG KaBnuepvdTNTAG 00V; To COVTTEPUAPKET,
KaBaploTplo Kot oXoAel0 LOALS elTteG OTL T BPIOKELS EKTOG TOU KEVTPOU KOVTA
OTNV TEPLOXT TOV oTiLTLOV 6ov. Kat umoBetm 0TI Bewpeis OTL OL ATTOGTACELG TTOV
Slavuelg kaBnuepva eival Slaxelploeg cwoTa.
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25. Ziyovpa val

YTdpyouvv xwpot otnv TOAN TIov eV B T YALVEG KATIOLEG WPEG TNG NMUEPAS;

26. Kolta yevikd...IAGG Y safety;

Ta mavta. To safety O o€ pwTNowW O HETA AAAQ otV

VIWOELS OTL elval BEPa a0 PAAELXG TIEG TO LOV ATIO TWPA.  Feeling increasingly

27. Kolta ag o e TTOU LOVV KOL TILO ULKPT insecure in public places,
TepTatovoa Gveta péoa 6ToUS SpopouS Sev @oBdpovy. Put cannotspecify (A.27)
Twpa Sev aobavopat tooo safe..

NwwBelg 4TL av 0oLV [E TO AUTOKIVITO Ba NTAV TAPATIAVW ACPAAELR; ANAadT)
Sev VIwBELG avao @A G OTAV El0AL PLE TO AVTOKIVITO VIWBELS avac@aAn G OTav
eloat pe Ta TOSLAL

28. E vau. Feeling safe in the car (A.28)
AUuTO TO pWTW SLOTL BEWPW OTL ElVAL KOL VTIOXPEWOT OV Vi evBappLVW To BEpa
™G avtiAnym ¢ To OTL YeVIKOTEPX 1 avATITLUEN G TNG Agpeoo €xeL yivel pe Baon To
aUTOKI(VNTO OXL He Bdon tov Teld pe Baon Ta Tpoxo@opa. YTTAPXOUV OTIYUES
IOV VIWOELS avac @A G 0T SIKT) GOV YELTOVLE;

29. Koitage av Byw €€w kat £pBw 1 wpa 3:00 to mpwi Ba lpat Atyo conscious
oV Ot UTTw OTIiTL POV,

[Tolol Bewpeig OTL elval 0L AGYOL YL TIG AVACPAAEIS TIEPLOXES

oTNV TOAN; ‘EXEL VA KAVEL PE TIG WPEG TNG NUEPAS, UE TIG XPNOELS, (- idore herself
He TN S1AOTTAOT TOU OIKOYEVELAKOV TILPNVA, AVENOT TTIOGOOTOV  responsible for
UETOVACTWY, EAAELPT) EVELA@PEPOVTOG TOU KPATIKOU UNYAVIOUOV, her personal
oV B ameSLOeS £0V... safely (A.29)

30. Ziyovpa ol petavaoteg mai{ouv poAo S10TL

/ / B / [ ‘ . Feeling
EXEL...EEPELG... KAEPLEG.. . TapaSEYLATOG XAPLV 1) LALO OV EXEL threatened by
@OTA TN VOXTA SLOTL EpYOVTAV LaG 0TIV TIPAY AT, LOG immigrants
Telpalav To AUTOKIVITA, TPOooTABoVcaY VA LaG KAEYOUV TO (A.30)

QUTOKIVNTO Hag...

Na oag kKAEPouv To autokivTo oag;
32. Nat 'Eomtacav to t¢aut, Sta@opa. Pépvape TV aoTuvopio cAAd KaAd dev Ba
TAPETE SAKTVALKA amotuTtwuata; Ma E€petg téoo SUokoAo; Ma emeldn) oag
ExAePav To padio Tov avtokviTov Yl 300 gvpw va BAAw va KAPw SAKTUAIKG;
Yag eime TETOLO TPAY QL

33. Nat Metd to 2020 poag imav mov Ba TApovpe Kt AAAOVG.

[Ipémel va mate otV e@NuepiSa va Ta TEITE AVTA TA TPAYUATA...

34. Ma tLva melg. Asv toug Bapédnkes akopo; Tiva mw...0 voug Toug elvat 6to
WG VU TTAPOLVV AEPTA OXL GTO VU TIPOCTATEVCOUVV TOV KOGLLO.

Oewpelg OTLM TEPLOXT) TTOV HEVELS VAL LBAVIKT Ylx KaTolknon; YTdpyouv
KATIOL BETIKA, KATIOLX APV TIKE GTNV TLEPLOYT TIOV PEVELG;
35. MIAGG YL TOUG YOVEIG Lov Ttov pévouv down town

I'a oéva, Tov pevelg eo.

36. Elvat kaAr) vat, kor) teployn €xet SimAa to Alfa Mega €xet

Associates a

4 14 4 14 4 gOOd
Sudpopa kataotripata kovtd otn Ipifa Aryevn). residential
Imitin Stapéplopa; area with the
37. Awpgplopa. presence of
[Toloug xwpovg Tou omitiov Bewpelg TToLo owkeiovg; shops and

y/ services
38.'0Aovg.

’ 4 4 4 ’ 4 ’ ’ (A36%
To pwtw avTO cLVNBWG OTaV TIBETAL BEPA OTILTLOV Kal oL yuvaikeg cuvnBwg

326



OV ATTVTAVE OTL 1) Kouliva elval Lo OLKELA ...

39. A, 6xL. Eyw kaBo6Aov pe v kouvliva olyovpa Sev €xw oxeom.

Oewpel§ OTL oL EMAYYEARATIEG TOV Sounpuévou TEPLBAAAOVTOG TTAPASELYLATOG
XAPLV OL APXLTEKTOVEG KATAVOOUV TIG AVAYKES TWV YUVALKWV 0TV oXeSLA{oVV

XWPOLg;

, , , / Is unsure whether
40. Elval SLa@opeTIKEG Ao TOUG AVTPES; men’s and
Xp...yta va pe pwTdg onuaivel KAmwg aAAlwg To BAETELS £00. women'’s needs in
41. Kolta ag ToOpE av LAGS Yl XWPOUGS Epyaciag 1) yia the built
XWPOUG OLKLOTIKOUG; environment are
Eite 10 éva gite T0 dANo. OL iEpLoGHTEPOL CUVIO WS &pa TO ilggge“t (A-40,

PWTW VTO LOV ATIAVTOVV YLX XWPOUG OLKLOTIKOUG KL OL

42. Ag TOONE OL AVTPEG TOUG APETEL VU £XOVV EVA SWHATLO TIOV VA EXOVV TA
gadgets Toug. Twpa, VoRIlw 0TL LA®OVTAG (WG OXL YIX TWPX OAAX dentifies
TPV OTIWG YIVOVTaV T OTILTLA TITTOTE €V TTapvoTAv into men’s needs.
consideration. Mia poAa, doxnua TpAyUATA. .. Does not

Kot vmpye kat pia {wvotoinon péoa 6to omiti 1 omoiot cuvnBwe identify any
Sev yivetat atobnth) ekTdG av 6ov To VTToSei&el kdTolog SnAad) ot women's
SnudoLoL xPoL Tov oTILTLOY, Ta KABLoTIKE, oL Tpamelapieg nTav g‘;i‘iig‘s'“)
L0 KOVTQ 0TO SPOIO KAl OL LSLWTIKOL XWPOL 1 TAV TILO KPUHHEVX neither men’s
KL qUTO £lX€ P ETTSPAOT GTNV TAUTOTNTA TWV YUVALKWV SIOTL o1 women's
1 YUVaiKa 1) oTtola £X€L TNV OLKELOTNTA UE TNV Kou{lva BploKeTal  needs are

€K TV TIPAYUATWV 0TO Tiiow PéPog Tou omLTIol KpVPetTat axdpa  taking into
TEPLOOOTEPO PEOA 0TO (510 TO OTiTL TY0AlNOE OE AP AKAAWD CZTzldemtlon
KQTA OGO PEYAAWVOVTAS 0L YOVEIS 6oV Tnpovcayv Ta TPOTUTIH é(vréo(g K)OLL
yuvaika SnAad av 1 unTépa Tav VITEVOLVT YLK TIG OLKLOKEG EPYATIES KL O
TATEPAS LTEVOLVOG YA TA BLOTIOPLOTIKA.

43.'0OxL

Agv loxve auTo.

44.'0x1, OXL

Oewpelg OTL M TTOAN €l AAAAGEEL ATIO TOTE TIOV Ol YUVAIKES EloNXBNoAvV 0TOUG
EPYACLAKOVE XWPOUG;

45. H moAn €xel aAAGEel aAAG Sev vopilw OTL elval eeLdT) elvat ot

YUVAUKEG IOV UTINKAV GTOUG XWPOUG. Acknowledges
Me Ttoloug TpdTOUG Bewpeis oV dTLN TOAN £xel aAAGEEL; that the city
46. Evvoei¢ n TOAN G ... Eii g};ingEd,
Noa oov w Tt evwow. Eyw mapatnpw 0Tl emeldn 1 Aepesds eival because of

KOl OXETIKA TTPOCQATA SNULLOVPYNONKE GaV OPYAVWHIEVOG women’s entry
OLKLOPOG KL UTNPXE EVTOVT] AOTIKOTIOM oM HETA TO ‘60 petd to '50 into the

KOL 0L YUVAIKESG U KOV 0TOUG EPYACLAKOVS XWPOoug Tiepi To '70-80 workforce
Kal Kupiwg To '90 mapatnpw OTL av&NOnkav oL Ymnotaples, Ta (A-45)
@AOTPOLVTASIKA, Ta KaBaplotnpla. AVTEG oL epyaacies ouvnBwe yivovtav peoca
0TO OTI{TL EVW 0TV oL Yuvalkeg Bynkav A0V Ao TO OTITL KAl APXLoNV VO

TN Yaivouv ota ypa@eia Sev eiyav xpovo va KAVOUV QU TEG

TIG OLKLOKEG epyaoies. Apa auTEG oL epyacies Byaivouv Identifies longer
P0G T £Ew. Aut) Bewpdd Tt elvar pia addayt) g oAng,  Opening hours of

47. NaL auTo £YLVeE TIONG TAX WPAPLA TTOV LEYAAWO AV glval iggg:;j;ce of
TPAYHA TOU KATILTAALoHOD Ttov Ta mall 1) efvan eewdn Guat  capitalism and

1 yuvaika ntav péoca ot Kovliva HmopoVoe v TAPELKAL  women entering the
workforce (A.47)
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TO QUTOKIVNTO TNG VA TIAEL VA KAVEL PLX SOVAELR, 0TV OUWG N TAV LEGH GTO

ypaelo Sgv HTOPOVCE.

LwoTta.

Apa €00 TG evTOTilELG AAAEG aAAaYEG TNG AepedoV Kal IOV TIS aToSISELS TIg

0AAQYEG;

48. Eywm pidw meplocdtepo socially E€voug, To YeEyovoG OTL  [dentifies internal and

TPLV T YALVEG OTIOUSNTIOTE EUE(G OL TaALOL Agpeaiavol av external immigration

UTTOPW VA OVOUAG® KAL TOV EXVTO PO E€papie Toug thvteg  for the changes in the
city (A.48)

TOAUG KOOHOG NPOe amo £§w Ao TA YWPLA HEGH OTIS TTOAELG UTO OAO TO

immigration dAAage, aAAage @uoka. Oklakég Bonbol Tav HeyaAn emppon).

No oe poTHOoW KATL YTTApXEL Pl Oewpia 0TOV AOTIKO OXESLAGUO IOV AEEL OTL OL

YUVQIKESG OO0V CUOXETI{OVTAL [LE TIG ETAVAANTITIKESG OLKLAKES EPYATIEG M

TAOVTOTNTA TWV YUVALK®V TEAOGTIAVTWYV, 1) OTIOLA E(VaL ETTIKTNTT EVTAEEL,

YTmdpxel plo Oewpia Tou A€eL OGOV 0L YUVAlKEG OXETI(OVTAL LE AUTEG TIG

ETMAVAANTITIKEG OLKLAKEG EPYATIEG AVTO TOUG SIVEL TNV EVXEPELX VA ElVaL KL

KQAUTEPESG 0TO va SLaXELPIlOVTAL TNV TIOAN GOV [LX ETTEKTAGT TOU VOLKOKUPLOU

EVW OL AVTPES VAL TIPOYPAUUATIOUEVOL VX GTOXEVOUVV OE

/ , , Identifies
ovykekppéva landmarks ™G {wng TOUG, TNV TPOAYWYN, 4o oL
TNV Ayopd TOL QUTOKLVITOV, TNV AYOP& TOV OLKOTEESOV. o kplace (A.50)
Eo¥ twg agloAoyeis avtn ) Bewplo; Does not relate the
49, T'evika TTLOTEVW OTL OL YUVAIKES elval TTLo capable. workforce to the
Mwg e&nyeis TOTE TO HTL SeV VTIAPYEL OLGLACTIKY iulbiii\rf;l)m (A.50,

TAPOVGIA TWV YUVALK®V OTLG SNUOTIKEG APYES..
50. Clear discrimination. Eivat to Corporate seeing to Aeydpevo Sev B€Aovv Tig
yuvaikeg péoa ota TSt Toug. Kat auto etvat moAd aedntod péoa atnv Kompo.
Agev BAEmelg VPMAG LoTtapeveg yuvaikeg Bdlouvv 1 otoug 100

KL TV Sta@npiouv ya va pnv @aivetat OTLOLUTIOAOLTIOL  Agrees with the

aAAot elvat AvTpeg. «municipal»
OewPEIS OTL OL SNUOTIKEG APYEG AVTITTPOCWTEVOLVV TIG housekeeping theory
AVAYKEG TWV YUVALK®V OTAV SLAOPQPDVOLV VOUOUG KAL (A49)
KQVOVIoHoUG;

52.0x. AAAG Sev kataAdaBaivw ylati ol yuvaikes TTpemel va AapfBavovtot vtoym
SLLPOPETIKA ATIO TOUG AVTPES.

; . . / , Does not acknowledge
Na oov tw eva mapdaderypa. Ot SNUOCLEG TOVXAETEG OOES

differences in the needs

(POPEG £XW PWTNOELT ATAVTINON NTAV TAVTA OXL 0AAL Bt of men and women (A.40,
ToAMow va Eavapwtnow. [Iyeg moté oe dnuoowx A52)
TOVOAETO;

53. Zmv Kumpo;

Noau 21N Agpecd. Elvat evtdEel va Hou TeLg Oyt OAEG oL KOTIEAEG ity O)L.

54. Koltage ov fjpovv pikpt pmopel va myawva..

0 Adyog oV pwTW £lvoat eTELST) LTIAPYEL PLX TEPAOTLOL Believes authorities do not
UEAETT WLaG yuvaikag 1) oTtola ammtoSelkVUEL 0TOLXEWOOETEL  consider the needs of women
OTL OL AVAYKEG TWV YUVALK®V KAL TWV QVTPWYV ATO TIG over men, thus contradicting
TOVOAETEG ElVAL EVTEAWG SLAPOPETIKEG OL YUVAIKES herself (A.55)

XPELWGLOVTUL TTIEPLOCOTEPT KABAPLOTNTA KL TTEPLOCOTEPO XPOVO. Apa TO VI

OTNVELG ULX TOVOAETA ST|HOOLA KL VX £XELG TOV (510 aplOpo TOVAAETES YIX TOUG
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AVTPES KaL TOV (810 aplBUd TOVAAETES YLA TIG YUVAIKES (PULVOUEVIKA XTIOTEAEL
LI KATAOTAON LOOTNTAG AAAG TIPAKTIKG Sev elval (o1 SLOTL elval SLIX@OPETIKES
QAVAYKEG TOUG PEV ATIO TOUG OEV.

55. Aev vopi{w opwg va Tig Aapfavouy vtoym oxL

Toppwvol Kat E€peitg Sev E€pet kamolog Tov va To amodwaoel. AnAadn Aeg elval
EMELST SEV VTIAPXOVV YUVAIKEG VOLOBETES, YUVAIKES IOV VA ElvaAL TEXVOKPATES,
Stepwtdoat...

56. Kat yevikd ot cOpfovAot TOAP® va w 0TL 0 KaBevag Byalvel yia To Sikd Tov
oLVUEEPOV SNAAST] Va EEPOLV IOV £lvat 0L {WVEG AVATITLENG VA TIAVE VO
AYOPAGOUV XWPAPL (PTNVO, VA EKUETAAAEVTOVY, 2-3 TIOU {EPW TIOV PTMNKaAv SeV
VOUI{w Vo KAVOULV TITTOTA Yl 0TIOLOSN TIOTE AAAO EKTOG QATIO TOV EXVTO TOUG.
AvoTuxwe auTy elval ...

Noat elvat kuplwg otkovopka Ta KivTpa 1 aAnBela. Agv umopel KATOL0G va TO
TEL SLaPOoPETIKA. Na 60U KAV KoL TIG TEAEVTALEG 3 EPWTIOELS IOV EXOVV VO
KAVOULV [E QUTO TIOV ATIOKOAW CUUUETOXIKES Slepyaoies. [Twg a§lodoyeis
TOAVOTNTA SLAUOIPACHOU KABNUEPIVWV VTIOXPEWOCEWV E ATOUA EKTOG TOU
ALECOV OLKOYEVELAKOV TEPLRBAAAOVTOG. ANAAS VX LOLPALECAL VTIOXPEWOTELS
OTWG payelpepa, pmovyada, 1 Ywviopa e GAAQ ATOUA OTT) YELTOVLA. AUTO €lvatl
KATL oV B To €kaveg; Oa o evlilEpepe; Oa ae Sedéale; O Adyog yU auTo eival
ywx va €€01KOVOUAS XPOVO ATO QUTOV TOV E(G0VG TIG EPYACIEG KAL TIPOTPEPEL KAL
OTNV KOLVWVIKOTIOM oM.

57. Kolta epéva pov apéoel n 16€a tov commune dSnAadn ag

TOVUUE £TOL OTIWG ) TAV TA XWPL& TTpLv kaBdpav ta Aovfid padll, R
KEVTOVUO VY, KAT €lval KATL To omolo To Bplokw ToA) wpalo yix housing

™mVv Yuxoloyia Twv katolkwv ag Tovue, lvat wpaio TPAYHATA  fayourably
va'xels yertovia. Twpa, av eival e@kto Sev EEpw. because it
Eyw og pot® mwg aglodoyeis avt v mbavotta; To av eivan  enforces the
e@KTO 1 O)L €xelg Sikato pmopel oL T600 amAd H1OeAx var Sw T S%I:Sr?l‘:;‘rté’ ;’:; .
o0Tdomn oov. Oa noovv dnAadr) StateBelévn va TapaywpoELg realistic ( A_g57)
BLWTIKO XWPO €AV AUTO B TPOGPEPE TIEPLOTOTEPES SIEVKOAVVOELG;

58. Agev Epw. Agv glpat otyovpn.

AM\a Sev Aeg OxL.

59. Aev Aew O)L, e€aptdatat av eivat kabBapog o AAAoG, Ta povya

TOU GAAOV PHEGA GTO TTAUVTIPLO GOV...0€V EEPW... Is sceptical about
Kat pia teAevtala epomon. [Mwg Oa BAemeg...elvat evteAwg forgoing privacy
YEVIKI] QUTN 1) EPWTNON AV EXELS KATL IOV ATTOPELS ATIO TN (A.58)

Considers at the

ouv{nnon pag kat dev BpMKeS evKALPLX VA TO TELG...TTWG Believes more women
Ba £BAetteg TV TTOAN 1) TN YELTOVLA GOV 1) TOV EPYACLAKO  should be in key

00V XWPO va dAA&LEL e TPOTIO IOV VA 0€ EEUTINPETEL positions. Contradicts
€0EVA KOAVTEPA GV YUVAIKK; YTIAPYOLUV KATIOLEG previous positions
eMeleig o€ omolodnmote emiedo, o€ OTOLASTIOTE where she believes

; there is equality (A.60)
KAlpaKa;

60. Koita, 0 TpOTOG MpW T amt’ 6AQ IOV 0L AvOpw oL TG va To Tw they are
chosen yla v SovAeld Toug. Ztnv KOmpo sival povo@Eéty, dev BAETELS Ikavd
ATOUA TIPAYUATIKA VA TOUG ap1IVOUV TNV EAeuBepia va kavouy Epya. AnAadn Ba
NTav oAU KAAQ VX UTTAPYOVV TIEPLOCOTEPES YUVAIKES YEVIKA.
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Appendix K

Sample of Focussed Code (Participant F, code name: Fofo)

Initial code

Focussed code

Themes

Grew up in a different country and
consequently, when first mowved to
Limassol, was unable to identify the
city centre (F_1)

unable o dentify the
cemntre [(F)

perceptions abowt
the public realm

Didn’t feel she could assimilate in the
city because she couldn’t identify a
sgquare or a city centre (F.1)

isolated because could not
oriantate (F)

perceptions about
The private realm

Identifies the city centre as a
concentration of commercial amd
recreational activities, a place where
the community can sit, read the
paper, stare, exchange ideas (F.2)

public realm to be
commercial and a place of
egatherning (F)

perceptions on
gender

Links the city centre with residences
but differentiates it from the suburbs
because of their lack of activities (F_3)

limks housing 1o the public
realm (F)

perceptions about
gender
eqguality/ineguality

Acknmowledges the city centre, such as
is, as the Heroon Sguare and also
includes the area around the Limassol
Castle (F.4)

city centre: Heroon and
area near castie (F)

misconceptiomn on
so-cial identity

Acknowledges that a cCity centre must

cCity centre and historicity

contradition omn

rendered the city empty , although
acknowledges this has greatly
improved in the last two years (F.9)

hawve historic layers (F.5) (F) perceptions
Cycles or walks to waork (F.8) oycles 1o work (F) peEerceptions on
profi ionals
Believes that the people of Limassol Limassolians leawe the perceptions on
gravitate to the suburbs and have centre for the suburbs {(F) Comimute

Feels that in Limassol she has been
recieving uncomfortable masculine
looks from men (F_10)

the uncomfortable
masculine gaze (F)

contradition on
safery

Artribures the masculine look as
another reason for not assimilating in
the city (F.11)

masculine gaze cause for
isolation (F}

ingorance on
spatial gender
issues

Feels her blond hair made her a
target for the masculine look (F.12)

perception of
authorities

Identifies the coastal road as the area
where she was subjected to the
masculine look (F.12)

felt unsafe on the coastal
road (F)

non-specific higher
pPower

Beliewves the masculine look has
subsided in the last two years as the
City centre became more vibrant
(F.12)

masculine gaze inversallhy
proportional To city vibrancy
(F)

responsive to
promts on gender

Claims that other (mon-Cypriot)
collegues experience the masculine
look (F.12)

masculine gaze IS CoOmimon

(F)

capitalisan and
gender

Feels the masculine ook that makes
women feel like a «piece of meets
impacts women’'s gender identity
(F.12)

masculine gaze and social
identity (F)

wWamen's
employment and
urban wvibrancy

Feesls newly developed areas like the
area around the castie and the
marina have provided her
opportunities to «disappear= (F.15)

anonymity has come from
new developments in the
public realm (F)

education and
social identity

Does not feel unsafe (F.16)

feels safe (F)

public realm and
caretaking

Felt for a while that she had to
disguise herself in order to avoid the
stares and cars slowing dowmn to flire
weith her (F.17)

had to disguise to avoid
masculine gaze {F)

women and space

Feels the area where she lives is too
noisy, but is very near the sea (F.21)

dislikes noise (F)

accessibility of
centre

Believes the motorway should not
enter the city (F_.21)

motorway impacts the city
negatively (F)

walking vs driving

Admires the interior courtyards of
the old houses in the centre of
Limassol (F.25)

likes interior courtyrards (F}

ing the centre

Believes the spreading of the
university facilites throughourt the
city centre has motivated many
services such as coffee places and
eateries (F.28)

university activity has
enhanced commercial
activity (F)

CommuTe

Feesls services within the city centre
has made her urban experience much
easier (F_28)

facilities in the centre
improve the urban
experience (F)

spatal hinderences
in the public realm

Agrees that formerly domestic uses
tranfered onto the urban scale
support and help wormen (F_.29)

agrees domestic task
Transferance has helped
wormen's experience (F)

lighting

Believes women need to
acknowledge and embrace
differences and that women’'s needs
must be accommodated and
purscribed in built form (F.31)

wWormen must embrace
differences and needs must
be recognised and
perscribed (F)

urban uses

Does not think women with young
children can mowve around the city on
foor (F.32)

wormen with young children
cannot move around the

CiTy (F)

mixed use

Believes the management and design
of Limassol does not consider
pedestrians (F.32)

Limassol is a city of cars (F)

transferance of
domestic tasks to
city

Considers the manna as an area well-
designed for walking with strollers
(F.32)

considers the marina
designed well for women
weith children (F)

density

Agrees with the principles of co-
housing and actually belong in one
such collective in Greece (F_35)

positive on co-housing (F)

public facilitites

Values her privacy and feels she can
easily belong to a collective (F.35)

wvalues privacy but supports
co-housing (F)

sharing tasks

Feels that she and her friends who
insisted om walking in Limassol in
spite of the masculine look are largehy
responsible for making the city
walkable (F.36)

feel responsible for making
the city walkable (F)

child care
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Appendix L

Sample of Focussed Code (Participant A, code name: Ariana)

Inmitial code

Focussed code

Themes

Assumes adependants» refers only to
children. She seems responsible for
elderly paremnts (A_L17)

misconceptions about broader
dependencies (A.17)

misconception on
soCial idemtity

Linking public realm with commercial
and administrative services (A.3)

perceptions of activity within the
public realm [(A.17)

perceptions abowt
the public realm

Attributing importance to the
appearance of the city's centre as a
landmark (A5}

acknowledging aesthetics (A.17)

aesthetic concerms

Referring to a vague entity as being
responsible for urban development
[=they=) (A5, A6, AE)

assumptions about highter entities
of comtrol (A1T)

non-specific higher
POWeEr

Mot fawouring pedestrianism. Resigning
to the fact that people don't walk
anymore [(AT)

resigns to the non—walkability of
Limassol (A_17)

walking wvs driving

Resenting non-historic city centres (A O]

assigns impoartance of history
(A_LTFY)

cultural and historic
sensitivities

Perceives equal numbers of men and
wormen in public places [(A.14)

perception of gender equality in
the public realm (A.17)

PErCeEpuons about
gender

Egual %{;{ inﬁuaﬁ%
8]

Perceives egual opportunities for men
and wormen in the city (A.15)

perception of gender eguality in
the public realm (A 17)

gender
egualitvfineguality

Blaming commercial activity for limiting
her ability to care for her parents (A 17)

inability to care for dependemnts in
the public realrm [(A_L7T)

spatial hinderences
in the public realm

Feeling isolated because of traffic
management that does not consider
(non-able bodied) residents’ needs in
the centre of the city (A_1B)

inability to care for dependemts in
the public realm {(A_17)

spatial hinderences
in the public realm

Believes there is inequality in the
workplace (A_20)

perceptions of gender inequality in
the workplace (A 17)

PErCe phons about
gender
egualitv S ineous ity

Prefers fadilities outside the city centre
{A_23)

awvoiding the centre (A 17)

avoiding the centre

Feeling increasingly insecure in public
places, but cannot specify (A_27)

insecure in public places [(A.17)

personal safety

Feeling safe in the car {A.28)

safe in car (A.17)

personal safety

Considers herselif responsible for her
personal safely (A_29)

personally responsible for safety
[(A_1T)

personal safety

Feeling threatened by immigrants (A_30)

racial fears (A_17T)

racial issues

Associates a good residential area with
the presence of shops and services
[A.36)

prefers mixed use residential areas
(A1T7)

mixed use

Is unsure whether men’s and women's
needs in the built environment are
different (A.40, A_52)

uncertain about spatial neseds
according to gender (A.17)

ingorance on
spatial gemnder
issues

Identifies men’'s needs. Does not identify
any wormen's needs (A 42])

more certain about men's spatial
needs rather than women's (A_L17)

ingorance on
spatial gender
issues

Believes neither men’s nor women’'s
needs are taking into consideration
(A 22

uncertain about spatial neseds
according to gender (ALL1T)

ingorance on
spatial gender
issues

Acknowledges that the city has changed,
but not because of women’'s entry into
the workforce (A.45)

unsure of women's role in change
(A_1T)

ingorance on
spatial gender
issues

Identifies longer opening hours of shops
as a consequence of capitalism amd
women entering the workforce (A_47)

relates capitalism and women
working (A 17)

capitalism and
gender

Identifies intermnal and extermal
immigration for the changes in the city
[A_a8)

racial concerns on urban changes
(A17)

racial issues

Agrees with the amunicipals
housekeeping theory [(A_49)

i5 positive to wormen's recognition
afeer prompting (A 17)

responsive to
promis on gender

ldentifies discrimination in the
workplace (A S0O)

identifies some gender
discrimination [(A-17)

PO P OIO TS SO

gender

mrrrs o litye Sisvors s Vit

Does not refate the workforce to the
public realm (A.50, A 14, A 1S5}

Does not acknowledge differences in the
needs of men and women (A 40, A 52)

states no difference in men and
women's needs (A L1L7)

perceptions about
gender
equality/ineqguality

Believes authorities do not consider the
needs of women over men, thus
contradicting herself (A_S55)

distrusts authoriries regarding
women's needs (A_17)

non-specific higher
POWET

Considers at the idea of co-housing
fawvourably because it enforces the
Ccommunity, but does not regard it
realistic (A.57)

fawvours co-housing but does not
consider it realistic (A.17)

sharing tasks

Is sceptical about forgoing privacy (A.S58)

waluwes privacy (A.17)

privacy

Believes more women should be in key
positions. Contradicts previous positions
where she believes there is equality
[A60)

contradicts previouws positions on
perciewved gender equality (A 17}

contradition on
perceptions
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Appendix M

Processing/grouping themes
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