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AIms:

. _ 1 A To develop a critical understanding o
| Wﬂ»‘t';"" | B = the prac_:tices of parents In the_ |
respective countries in engaging in

sexuality communication with their
children.

A ¢2 ada2NFI OS GKS L
concerning their role in engaging in
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The silencing effects of the childhood innocence ideal:
the perceptions and practices of fathers in educating

e their children about sexuality
Men can play a significant role in teaching thes ‘-

semuality but fathers’ practices and percepbions 5 1 2 , 2z
e under esrlored The sy mecents o Clare Bennett', Jane Harden™ and Sally Anstey
Phenomenclogical Analyses of eight fathers” perceptio

in educating their terrpear-old children about phys — Inerinne .
reproduction and relatiorships. A Foucauldian analysi  *5choal o
governmentality and béopower revealed tensicns ar
betaeen the fathers’ asprations and their realites, 1
to be underpirmed by the dynamic, contradiciory,
ratuee of fatherhood identities. Whilst fathers wishied

Winston Churchill Memorial Trust Fellowship Report

Parental approaches to teaching children about puberty,
relationships and reproduction in the Netherlands.

cex, Cardiff Dniversiy, UK

cultural Emperatree for father-child emaobional dose
betaeen thesr ambitions and thesr conduct emergec
to be a deeply gendered concept for the fathers ai
aspiratiores for an evtmate refatio rship with their chi
rianms for mothesrhood and fatherbood presailed resu
in their role as sexuality educators. The study canch
that challersges to structures and subcultural conty
deter fathers from fully engaging with their sons a

Abstract  This shedy emploved Interpretative Phenomenclogical Amalysis to explore eight
fathers” perceptions and practices in alking to their ien year obd children abost
pubezty. relationships and reproduction. The fathers participated in face o face
mierviews which were analysed idiographically initially. followed by amalysis a1

mp level. Interpretations were then developed through oritical applicati

ty amd biopower. The results revealed a

temsion betaeen the fathers” cognitbons, acoownis and behavicurs. Their practices

were brgely characterised by silemoe yet they reporied positive attitudes towands

auldian lens of govemment

this aspect of communication ase required. children’s sexuality edwcation and perceived themselves as equipped and willing o
take om the mole of sexuakity educator. They ako reporied enjovi
relationships with their children. Interpretations centred on oot
comflict between the majority of the fathers’ aspirations and the compelling nabure
of the childhood inmocence discomrse as a technology of povernmentality. Whilst
all of the fathers felt that @t was in their children’s interests to kearn about
sexuality, all but one adhered 1o begemonic protective discourses and
unguestion niegrated their normalising effects inio thedr fathering practices
which, it is argued, may parmdoxically remder their children more vulnerable both
mow amd in the future.

Introduction

Internationally, young peaple ane a key vulnerable
|STis] and are more ikely than amy other age grou
ECDC 201 5). For the individual, the psychological, |
can be significant and for governments 5TIs incu
Luscad 2013). Early deoual debut is slio adsocisbed

quently associated with significant social, psycholos
burders both far young people themselves and thn - Keywends: parenting/parents, sexual health, Foucaul

Glabally, consderable investment kas badn mi
motion bul systermatic réviews suggest that traditi

I wlucti
impact (Lazarus et al 2010; Shepherd et al 301 nirudaction

Throughout the bst decade. a growing body of literature has suggesied that parent-adolesoent
commumication shout sexuality can be a protective determinant of sexual risk-taking behavioer
dusrine adelescence (Campero @ al. 2011 Huebner & Howell 2003, Lehr ot @l 2000, Miller
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A Protectiverelationship between open paresthild sexuality

O2YYdzy AOFGA2Y | YR &2dzy3 LIS2L
(Flores and Barroso 2017; Widman et al. 2006, 2016).

A Systematigeview (Widman et al 2018uggestshat there are

gender differences in this relationshipmpactappears more

significant in motheichild communication than fathechild
communication.

A Fewstudiesspecifically explor& | (1 KdbeN#2aKinghis
relationship difficult to understand (Dilorio, Pluhar, and Belcher
2003 Hutchinson andederbaun011; Rahman and Jackson
2010; WilsonPalberthand, Koo 2010; Wyckoff et al. 2008).
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Age at sexual debut

Britain: Netherlands:
Medianage at first heterosexual By 18.6 yeargynly half of young
intercoursel6 yearswith 31% of people have had sexual intercourse

men and 29% of women having (Rutgers andoaAids 2017).
had intercourse before the age
of 16 Mercer et al. 2013
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Health Promoting Behaviours

Britain:

AYouGoy2017) survey of 2,007
16to 24 year olds in Britain
identified that 47% of sexually
active young people reported
having had sex with someone new
for the first time without using a
condom and 1 in 10 sexually active
young people reported that they
had never used a condom.

Netherlands:

Ajoint study of Rutgers and STI
Netherlands (2017) found that over 7
out of 10 Dutch adolescents used a
condom the first time they had sexual
Intercourse and World Health
Organization (2012) data demonstrates
that Dutch teens are among the greates
users of the birth control pill
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Pregnancies amongdi5 to 19 yearwlds

Englandand Wales: Netherlands:
19th out of 21 countries with Rankedsecond lowest, at 14 per
complete data, with 47 per 1000 per 1000 per annum.
annum.
Births
Englandand Wales: Netherlands:

Amongthe highest European rates at Thesecond equal lowest at 5
21 births per 1000 15 to 19 yealds. per 1000 Sedghet al.2015).
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s Research Designinterpretative Phenomenological Analysis (IPA

Percentage van het aantal kiesgerechtigden
1 -
Interviews with: 5 - 10 v

B 10 - 15 S
Bl 15 - 35

A 8 mothers and 8 fathers
of children aged 10
yearsin England

A 9 fathers and 13
mothers of children

aged 10 years and under
In the Netherlands
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A1 3S noX LINRPFSaaAzZ2ylf>X SR4m@l
with wife and son, Henry, age 10.

A Felt he had a close relationship with hissgn: A 1 Qa | 06
2F I FNASYR NBfFIAZ2YAKALE &2

A Felt equipped to teach his son about puberty, relationships and
reproduction and felt that it was a parental responsibility.

A.dzi X KIR y2i0 KFR lyé RAIFf 23
how much his son knew about puberty, relationships and
reproduction.
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We sometimes let him stay up a bit late and there are things on the
G6Stte X ¢S UKNRBg | of | y[awls].2 IS N.
0KSNBQa |y |gFNBySaa (0KFGO AdQa
Fd 20KSNJ GAYSa O0KIFO GKAy3Ia | NB
32 02 O60SR 2NJ KSQa 3J20 G2 t221 |

| SOSNE KI LR G2 yz2i f221 YR L
looking away and talking to me keeping the conversation going, or

a0l e&a dzyRSNJ 0KS o0flyl1Siz KSQa |
O0SR® {2 6SQVWS 3F20 FNRdzyR UKl G®



CARDIFF

UNIVERSITY

=neer Michael

(A RDY®

The Child as
‘Same’/ The
Child as ‘Other’

Asexual Child /
Sexual Child

Control /
Laissez-Faire

Aspirations /

27
- Passivity
wobrabrls
" Y Dir
¥
sbily "
........
b b
nnnnnnnnnn I
tucwss ! ™~
o~ rbee
Py
er
! oy
...... 4
sty
s
-
bathl
.......
e



CARDIFF

UNIVERSITY

PRIFYSGOL J am eS
CAFRDYD

Also society is so different now to when | was growing up. What is accepted |
so different. Also what children are exposed to through the internet is
phenomenal and | am terrified that their innocence is going to be taken away.

The way Rich talks now, there are things that he may or may not know but |
R2y Qi ¢yl (02 SYOoOFNNIaa KAY o6& I aj
have a chat.
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JamesK SQ& 32yS 2dzi gAOK | o2dzi 0G4Sy 3IA
going out with them but sitting in the bike shed kissing which is very sweet.
CB:You think he has really kissed ten girls?

JamesOh yes he has.

JamesK S Q aitl NI-

a BRI WBYySBAgftAF6FKS al @
GKSY @&2dz O02YS AYy 6KSy L 3F2 F2NI I ¢
F NPdzy R I (2AtS0 0ST2NB YR Al ¢2dz
hair now.

JamesL ¥ 6SQft KIFI@S GKS GlFf1Z L R2yQi
classes at school, so | wouldn't be surprised if their peers are talking. Is it

wrong for them to talk to their peers and work it out for themselves? Perhap<
G2 I RSANBS A0Qa FAYS I 4 t2y3 I a (
LINRPOlFofé& K2g ¢SQff | LILINRFEOK AU0Z KS
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Steve: You can see Lydia growing up now, bug shéer outlook and the way
she wants to be she is completely a little girl, drinking her milk out of a
0loeéeQa OdzZLd 'YyR LIl eAy3aI tAGGES TFANI
ANRSAYI dzlJx &aSEdzZ f NBflFGA2yaKALA |
do it, it will come buitails off]

CB:When you say you can see her starting to grow up how do [interrupted]

{G0SOSY tKeaAaOrffte akKSQa adlr NIAYy3 0
aleAy3a (2 Yé gAFS WL 3IAPS KSNI I Od:
0S VyI idzNI f Qb
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CBLT @2dzNJ gATFS 46l ayQid |G K2YS |\
you think that would go?

Steve: | think that would be very tricky, very difficult and something _
O2YLX SiSfeée ySégd LG v2dZd R 0S al R
about it. She would probably say something and quickly figure out
what to do. That would be a very odd situation as it could actually
happen as my wife can realistically be away for a week or something.
That sort of thing would often happen to girls befgre they have the
lesson at schoolGosi. NBF ft €t & KIF Sy Qi (K2 dz=
Bloody hel[laughs] | really need to go home tonight and see if my
gATSQa alkR1Sy (2 KSNILEGO Fff 102
[ BRAI @gAft KI @S LJ)\O“[SR dzLJ 2y (K
but | presume she would have spotted toiletry items and things like
uKI u | )/R Fa1SR 6KIG GKSé | NB T2
V20 2 SQUS y20 U0K&audmsK (KA&a KN
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L OKAY]l OGKIFIGQ& YIéoS Yée gATSQa GKA
LOQR 2dzad tA1S KSNJI 02 KIFE@S |y 2LISY
comfortable to ask quite candidly what she needs to know really. And perhap

her mum could do a little steering to what she thinks is important to share
with her; that would be my ideal really.

LOQR 6S Y2NXE LINRYS G2 Grt1 G2 [ KI NI
speaks to Lydia.
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Superordinate Theme 1 Fatherhood:
Aspiring to be involvedset largely detached

iy iy

220K Y S & Gendered division of labour
1] 1 | 62

1€ dz We NHzGK Aa LQOS yz2i
Leave it to school

G2
w2 § OF Yy

Subordinate
themes
saway)

areuipiogns

Superordinate Theme 2 Sexuality:
Recognising the need to talket continuing the silence

12 12

@ WLFT L O2dz R KIFI@S I Y Discomfort "
cc 4 2 4 rd F3 4 4 4 —*
¢ wLGQa F LI NByGlt WL KI 9SSy Qi I+ OhGdz t|3§
S @ 3 3
25 &3
Z &
Superordinate Theme 3 Childhood:

>
<

CKS AVYY2O8ysisi K8 G &5 RHzA (i AY GKS YI
W{kKS AayQid NBI Girls need to know earlier
W{KkKS 6ABKKBRE BHRB

Subordinate
themes
saway)
aleulpiogns
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| said that every twenty eiglitaysisha girl loses the lining of the womb and it
leaks out through her vagina so they need tampons and panty liners to stop i
being embarrassing, smelly or staining clothes. We talked about girls getting
stressed before and that they may be a little more tetchy.

We talked about blokes first of all and sex. It was sort of talking slang terms
for penis, vagina and sex. We talked about erections,-basd

2 SQ@S GFrt 1SR Fo2dzi YIFaddz2NDFOGAYy3IoD
X A0 gla y20 616FNR 2N SYOIF NN &aas

X L RARYQU FSSt Ig16FNR GlFE1Ay3a G2
to me.
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cRp®  Protective Discourses

A Contradictions and conflict between the
YF22NRAGe 2F GKS FI
the compelling nature of the childhood
innocencediscourse.

A al22NRAGe FSta AdG g1
interests to learn about sexuality, but
adhered to hegemonic protective
discourses and unquestioningly integratec
their normalising effects into their
fathering practices.

A Thefathers wished to minimise risk which
they managed, paradoxically, by
suppressing sexuality dialogue.
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e Fatherhood:Aspirations and Realities

A contradiction between cultural
expectations and the conduct of
fathering emerged which appeared
to relate to masculinities, gender
iIdeologies and primary socialisation.
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A BodyAwareness
/Body Blindness

A BracketingSexuality
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Genderandagedistribution of childrendiscussedy the nine fathers
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s Theme oneA commitment to sexuality education

A Differedsignificantly in relation teeligious beliefs and personal
experiences of learning about relationships aagroduction.

A Allequally committed to teaching their children about their bodies,
NBflFOA2YaKALAY 4SE YR NBLINRRdzOU A

A Opencommunication is positive farhildren: learningo enjoy their
bodies,positiveperceptions of their bodies, to have fulfilling relationships
andto know theirboundaries

A Likelyto lead tosafechoices- abstaining using condoms and oral
contraception and choosing a safe pldodhave sex.
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Significanemphasis on the
need for children to be able
to assert their personal
boundaries and to define
what is acceptable and not
acceptable to them.

Supportedby a wider
movementA y & OK 2,2 &
HouOpQ ®

Emphasis on safeguarding.



