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diffraction
is the bending of waves around small obstacles and 
the spreading out of waves beyond small openings

reflection
is the change in direction of a wave front at an interface 
between two dissimilar media so that the wave front 
returns into the medium from which it originated

distortion 
is the alteration of the original shape (or other 
characteristic) of an object, image, sound, waveform or 
other form of  information or representation

interference
is the superposition of two or more waves resulting 
in a new wave pattern

refraction 
is the bending of waves when they enter
a medium where their speed is different

dispersion
is a phenomenon that causes the separation of a wave 
into spectral components with different wavelengths, 
due to a dependence of the wave's speed on its wavelength
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Interference of  light diffracted by two long, narrow slits
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