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Abstract  

This thesis examines the dynamics of momentum effects in the two-regime switching 

model and momentum effects in the long-run risk model. A two-regime switching model was 

built to analyse the switching that can be controlled by the level of market risk between the 

momentum effect and return reversal. Further, the study examined the relationship between 

the three independent variables of domestic market risk, returns in the ranking period, and 

foreign financial market risk (i.e., US market risk and UK market risk). It found that the 

momentum return in both stock markets has a significant positive effect on foreign market 

risk, and a negative effect on return in the ranking period and domestic market risk in the 

momentum regime. However, the results for the US market were insignificant in the reversal 

regime when compared with those for the UK market. Further, a cross-sectional long-run risk 

model was developed at the level of individual security. The assumption of fluctuation 

economic volatility was extended to allow for the effect of economic uncertainty on the 

aggregate consumption growth and dividend growth of individual security. Theoretically, the 

model provides a more significant explanation for momentum returns. In conclusion, the 

model matches the relative portfoliosô returns, dividend growth, and valuation ratio at the 

portfolio level via its simulation.  
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Chapter 1.0 Introduction  

In recent years, one of the most controversial debates in finance have been whether the 

capital market is efficient or not, as well as whether share prices can be forecast into the future. 

According to traditional finance theory, the market is efficient in terms of financial assets 

pricing. The Efficient Market Hypothesis (EMH) was established and developed by Malkiel 

(1962), Fama (1965b) and Samuelson (1965) in the 1960s. Specifically, the EMH proposed 

that asset prices must fully and instantaneously reflect all the available relevant information. 

In general, the EMH is related to the concept of random walk, which means that there are 

random changes in stock prices that the current stock prices failed to forecast from past prices. 

Thus, the fundamental principle of a random walk means that the continuous changes in stock 

prices involves independent and identically distributed random variables. This implies that 

there are no rules about the series of changes in stock prices, and that past trends cannot be 

used to forecast the future. According to the EMH, changes in stock prices depend on new 

information regarding the economy, the market, or firms. More importantly, the adjustment in 

stock prices is immediate, and thus investors fail to trade in a timely way, so they cannot earn 

returns from the new information. However, the EMH is now facing huge challenges in the 

current financial economy, and some researchers have found that a large number of investment 

trading strategies are able to produce huge profits in different markets. 

Momentum effect, as a general financial phenomenon, implies a trend of stock returns 

based on past returns. Stocks that performed well in the past will tend to perform well in the 

future, and stocks that performed poorly in the past will tend to perform poorly in the future. 

There has been a large amount of research about momentum in different stock markets, 

including European stock markets (Rouwenhorst, 1999), Asian stock markets (Chui et al., 

2000), African stock markets (Griffin et al., 2003), and Latin American emerging markets 

(Muga and Santamaria, 2007). Furthermore, the momentum effect exists not only in the stock 

market but also in the exchange market, bond market, oil market, and in metal stocks. On the 
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other hand, the study of contrarian strategy or return reversal1  argues that stocks which 

performed well in the past will tend to perform poorly in the future, and that stocks that 

performed poorly in the past will tend to perform well in the future. Thus, the return reversal 

exhibits a tendency for shock returns, or returns to reverse in a different direction. Much 

literature has proposed that in general, a momentum strategy is more likely to work during 

periods of calm in the market when risks and volatility are low. When the market suffers a 

dramatic fluctuation, the reversal effect is more likely. Thus, when the reversal effect occurs 

in the financial market, investors could suffer enormous losses if they continue to use the 

momentum strategy. Thus, in this study I build an investment trading strategy based on a 

regime switching between momentum effect and return reversal in the stock market. More 

specifically, I use a threshold model that uses information on market risk to predict whether 

the market is in a momentum state or a return reversal state. This two-regime switching model 

is built based on market volatility. Further, it can be used to test the relationship between 

momentum return and the possible determinants of domestic market risk, ranking period 

return, and foreign market risk.  

Further, in the second main chapter, I explain whether momentum profits are produced 

as a result of exposure to systematic risk factors. I develop the long-run risk model set out by 

Bansal and Yaron (2004). These authors presented a long-run risk model (LRR) to interpret 

several critical features of asset market phenomena like equity premium, the risk-free rate, the 

volatility of the market return, the volatility of the risk-free rate, and the price-dividend ratio 

using US asset market data. Mehra and Prescott (1985) defined the equity puzzle based on the 

phenomenon that the fluctuations of observed returns on stock of approximately 6.98% during 

the studied period were as much due to higher returns on a government bond or the 

contemporaneous risk-free interest rate of roughly 0.8%. A significant body of literature fails 

to interpret that the risk premium on stocks is much riskier than that of government bonds, 

which leads to investorsô demand for compensation for the excess risk.  

However, traditional financial theories such as the Capital Asset Pricing Model (CAPM), 

 
1 wŜǘǳǊƴ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŀƭ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŀƭΦ Lƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŀƭ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻŎƪ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǘǊŜƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ 
ǊŜǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻŎƪ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ǘǊŜƴŘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾƛŘŜƴŘǎύΦ 
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the International Capital Asset Pricing Model (ICAPM), and Arbitrage pricing theory (APT) 

all measure the marginal utility of wealth by the behaviours of large portfolios of assets. For 

example, the CAPM model can estimate returns on market portfolios, while multifactor 

models can estimate returns on multiple portfolios. According to CAPM and these theories, 

the uncertainty related to returns on market portfolios is due to a single source of risk in the 

real economy, but CAPM and related theories have no theoretical and symmetrical structure 

to identify what it is that makes market portfolios risky. Thus, consumption-based CAPM 

(CCAPM) was explained by Cochrane (2000), who stated that the asset-pricing model is 

embedded in stochastic macroeconomics because the function that shows the behaviour of 

asset prices and return in the CCAPM is transferred from the consumption and asset choice 

decisions of households. There is no denying that in order to prove a relationship between the 

real economy and financial markets, the growth in the marginal utility of wealth can be 

measured by the growth in consumption, because consumption is the payoff on the market 

portfolio. However, the classic consumption-based CAPM cannot interpret the empirical low 

risk-free interest rate; also, agents have a negative time preference. Moreover, the long-run 

risk model related to security returns to macroeconomic fundamentals based on a systematic 

framework. Thus, the model has a closed relationship with the underlying economic theory. 

Further, the model can provide the impetus for exploring the underlying factors with which to 

interpret the momentum effect. To do so, firstly, I set up the core assumptions about 

preferences, the stochastic discount factor, and the economic environment. Moreover, to solve 

the equilibrium asset prices in my model, I adopt the standard approximations used by 

Campbell and Shiller (1998). Further, I match several moments from the actual data with the 

results of the simulation, basing the calibration and design of my simulation on the previous 

literature.  

The thesis is organised as follows. Chapter 2.1 summarises the effective market 

hypothesis, uncertainty, the relevant literature regarding the momentum effect and the two-

regime switching model. Chapter 2.2 expounds the data processing, portfolio construction, 

variables description, and Bayesian estimation related to the two-regime switching model. 

Chapter 2.3 reports the results of momentum effects in the US and UK markets, as well as the 
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presenting the results and discussion of the Bayesian estimation. Chapter 3.1 reviews the 

development of the long-run risk model and cross-sectional security return in the long-run 

risk model. Chapter 3.2 explains the assumptions of the long-run risk model, data processing, 

a cross-section of the model, its calibration, and the simulation design for cross-sectional long-

run risk. Chapter 3.3 describes and discusses the findings from the empirical and simulation 

results. Chapter 4 summarises this thesis and suggests directions for future research.  
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Chapter 2.0 Dynamics of Momentum Effects  

2.1 Literature Review 

2.1.1 Efficient Market Hypothesis 

There is a considerable controversy as to whether, or to what extent, the capital market 

is efficient, and further, whether the return on security can be predicted in the future or not. 

The EMH argues that stock markets are extremely efficient in reflecting new information. 

When new information arrives its transmission is quite speedy, and thus is promptly reflected 

in share prices. Therefore, the traditional EMH pointed out that regardless of which form of 

technological analysis or fundamental analysis was used, they were not able to determine the 

undervalued stocks or investment portfolio that achieve greater profits than those of randomly 

selected stocks or portfolios. Fama (1970) explained the EMH theory by pointing out that 

asset prices immediately embody all the valid, relevant information. In other words, stock 

prices should follow a random walk. Hence, stocks that will generate abnormal returns in the 

future cannot be identified, regardless of which technical and fundamental analyses are 

adopted. Malkiel and Fama (1970) also highlighted that market participants always seek 

rational profit maximisation behaviour, and that asset prices also always reflect all the 

available relevant information. Meanwhile, Malkiel (2003, 2005) more recently explained that 

random walk means that if asset prices can reflect information immediately and fully with 

unobstructed information flow, then price changes in the future will only reflect the future 

information but will not impact the current independence of the price changes. Furthermore, 

Samuelson (1965) also stated that in an efficient market, if changes in price can entirely reflect 

all market participantsô expectations and information, then such price changes must be 

unpredictable. Due to the random announcements of news, security prices must randomly 

fluctuate. Therefore, it is unlikely that any relevant information set can be used to forecast 

future changes in stock prices. The randomisation of price changes does not enable investors 
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to obtain abnormal returns which exceed the market.2  Allen, Brealey and Myers (2011) 

redefined the efficient market as one in which it is impossible to gain higher returns than the 

market return, which implies that the value of shares reflects the fair value of firms and equals 

their discounted future cash flows. Eakins and Michkin (2012) also supported the EMH view 

that there are two pillars: incorporation of the available information in share prices, and the 

inability of investors to earn risk-weighted excess returns in an efficient market.  

2.1.2 Uncertainty 

Many studies have investigated the reason for stock price drifts based on information 

uncertainty. Based on the notion of rational belief equilibrium (RBE), Kurz (1997) proposed 

that agentsô beliefs in RBE are generally wrong because they differ from the true probability 

in the process of equilibrium. In fact, these agentsô beliefs are rational. Agents anticipate 

making mistakes, which are important in the RBE theory. These mistakes can explain the 

reasons for stock returns, and the aggregation of these mistakes produces endogenous 

uncertainty that the factor underlying changes in stock prices is endogenous transmission. 

Dieci and He (2018) explained the Heterogeneous Agent Model (HAM) in finance, stating 

that agents are heterogeneous and have diverse social interactions (Kirman, 1992 and 2010). 

The HAM framework sees financial market dynamics as a result of the interaction of 

heterogeneous investors with various behavioural biases. This view is important to the 

expectation feedback mechanism in the HAM model. More precisely, agentsô decisions are 

based on forecasts for endogenous variables, and the actual value of endogenous variables are 

determined by agentsô expectations. Earlier HAMs studies built different non-linear models 

to illustrate different endogenous mechanisms of market fluctuations arising from the 

interaction of heterogeneous agents, instead of exogenous shocks or news. Thus, these models 

indicate that asset price fluctuations are generated endogenously. Such models generally 

involve two main types of beliefs (extrapolative and regressive, or chartists and 

fundamentalists). Chartists depend on the extrapolative method to predict future prices and to 

 
2 ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ōȅ YŜƴŘŀƭƭ όмфроύΣ /ƻƻǘƴŜǊ όмфснύΣ CŀƳŀ όмфсрŀΣ мфсрōύΣ [ŜǊƻȅ όмфтоύΣ wǳōƛƴǎǘŜƛƴ όмфтсύΣ ŀƴŘ 
[ǳŎŀǎ όмфтуύΦ  
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establish their position in the market. Therefore, they prefer to maintain and reinforce stock 

price tendencies, and extend the difference from the fundamental price. In contrast, 

fundamentalists are more interested in the mean reversion of the stock price to its intrinsic 

price in the long term.  

Verardo (2009) revealed an empirical relationship between heterogeneity of beliefs and 

the momentum effect. Their study used the dispersion of analystsô forecasts of earnings to 

estimate the diversity in investorsô beliefs, and controlled for stock visibility, the speed of 

information dissemination, the uncertainty of fundamentals, the accuracy of information, and 

volatility. The findings illustrated that portfolios with high heterogeneity of beliefs have high 

momentum returns. Jiang, Lee and Zhang (2005) revealed that information uncertainty 

relative to value ambiguity that knowledgeable and experienced investors estimate the 

accuracy of firm value. The result showed that companies with high information uncertainty 

not only earn low expected returns, but also have a strong relationship with price and earnings 

momentum effect. Makarov and Rytchkov (2009) used a rational expectation equilibrium 

(REE) with heterogeneously informed agents to find that in a specific condition, asymmetric 

information can produce positive autocorrelation of returns.  

Bouattour and Martinez (2019) indicated that both uncertainty and information 

asymmetry have a significant effect on the extent of market efficiency and information 

asymmetry. There is a decline in market efficiency with fluctuations of the fundamental value 

of stocks. Zhang (2006a) revealed that information uncertainty has an important impact on 

share price continuation anomalies and cross-sectional variations in stock return. Their 

hypothesis was based on two prior results from behavioural finance: the first, by Chan, 

Jegadeesh, and Lakonishok (1996), is that the reason for price continuation is a gradual stock 

market response to information; the second, by Hirshleifer (2001) and Daniel, Hirshleifer, and 

Subrahmanyam (1998, 2001), is that investorsô psychological biases are prompted by greater 

information uncertainty. Zhang (2006b) combined these two results and examined the 

subsequent hypothesis: if the market is slow in reflecting new information because of 

psychological biases, these biases will be greater, leading to slower price reflection when there 
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is more uncertainty regarding the implications of the information for the companyôs value. 

Consequently, Zhang (2006b) found that if price continuation in the short run is because of 

the behavioural biases of investors (e.g. underreaction to new information), then there is a 

greater price change with greater information uncertainty. Meanwhile, the author also found 

that larger information uncertainty results in a decline in expected stock return when bad news 

arrives, and an increase in the expected stock return when good news arrives, which implies 

that uncertainty delays the stock price response to the flow of information.  

Much empirical evidence has confirmed that stock markets have a delayed reaction to 

fundamental information, and that information spreads gradually among markets. Hou and 

Moskowitz (2005) used the delay in stock pricesô responses to information to show that the 

level of market friction influences stocks. They found that the most delayed companies 

generate a high return premium, which cannot be interpreted by firm size effect, liquidity 

effect, and micro-structure effect. In HAM, the heterogeneity expectations of agents are 

shaped based on price trend, as in Chiarella et al. (2006). He and Li (2015) proposed a 

continuous-time heterogenicity agent model consisting of fundamental, momentum, and 

contrarian traders in order to examine the effect of various time intervals on the market price 

and profitability of various strategies. They pointed out that because stock prices are 

continuous, price trends are formed by the moving average of historical prices, which is 

important. More specifically, price trends are more sensitive to market shocks when 

momentum traders continue to be active. This can be described as the instability of momentum 

trading to market volatility. However, this situation offers a chance to obtain momentum 

profits in short-run. Westerhoff (2004) established an HAM in multi-asset market that allows 

fundamentalists and chartists to be active at the same time. Fundamentalists focus on 

gathering expertise in a certain market, and chartists can switch between markets, relying on 

short-term profit chances. Chartists are more likely to choose markets that manifest price 

trends but which do not deviate too much. Interactions between the traders and markets lead 

to complex dynamics in this model. Schmitt and Westerhoff (2014) proposed a model in which 

the demand of heterogeneous speculators can suffer various types of exogenous shocks (i.e., 

global shocks). Investors can switch between different markets and between different 
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strategies according to behavioural effects and market environments. The results displayed 

that tradersô behaviour can expand financial market interconnections and produce stock price 

co-movement and a cross-correlation of market volatilities.  

2.1.3 Momentum effect  

In the mid-1980s, a large amount of financial evidence exhibited that, to a large extent, 

the future stock price depends on the past return. For instance, De Bondt and Thaler (1987) 

found that the past loser portfolio in the long term tends to outperform the long-run past winner 

portfolio over 3-5 years, and that the market always tends to mean reversion in the long run. 

Moreover, Jegadeesh (1990) and Lehmann (1990) also discovered the phenomenon that there 

appears to be a short-term trend of mean reversion over 1-4 weeks. Summers (1986), Fama 

and French (1988), Lo and Mackinlay (1988), and Poterba and Summers (1988) presented 

contradictory evidence regarding the random walk theory, finding that based on psychological 

and behavioural factors, stock market returns can be forecasted to a large extent.  

The momentum strategy is widely-known and accepted in the public and academic 

arenas. Briefly, the momentum effect or strategy is the theory that investors buy those stocks 

that have performed well and sell shares that have performed poorly during a specific past 

period, and then hold this investment portfolio during a specific future period, an approach 

which can produce a significant positive return. In other words, investors buy past winners 

and sell past losers. Jegadeesh and Titman (1993) primarily put forward this strategy. More 

specifically, they selected stocks based on past returns over J months and held them for K 

months. They defined J as the raking or formation period, and K as the holding period. Further, 

they ranked all stocks based on past returns in the ranking period in the stock market and 

divided them into ten equally weighted portfolios. The portfolio with the highest return was 

called the winner portfolio, and the portfolio with the lowest yield was the loser portfolio. 

Moreover, they observed the performance of these portfolios in the holding period J. If the 

winner portfolio continuously has the highest return, and the loser portfolio continuously has 

the lowest yield, then the momentum effect has occurred. They summarised their research by 
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analysing the American stock exchange and New York stock market exchange from 1965 to 

1989, which both produced strong profitability. They also claimed that the results failed to 

explain the systematic risk and lag stock price reaction.  

Grinblatt, Titman, and Wermers (1995) examined the momentum effect in relation to 

mutual funds. They pointed out that fund managers buy stocks based on past returns, a strategy 

which can gain positive risk-adjusted excess returns. More than 70% of investors adopted the 

momentum strategy by preferring to obtain funds that performed well in the past. The authors 

also expounded that mutual funds that adopted the momentum strategy outperformed others, 

and there is no evidence to show that fund managers can buy and sell the same stocks 

simultaneously. Some early studies about momentum strategy, by Lo and Mackinlay (1990) 

and Lehmann (1990), investigated this matter and found that more than half of trading 

strategies produce significant profits when they decomposed the stock returns into two 

dimensions, cross-sectional and time-varying factors, with various ranking and holding 

periods, and tested 120 different momentum and contrarian strategies. Further, they concluded 

that the momentum strategy and contrarian strategy had similar profitability between 1927-

1947. Also, the profits of momentum and contrarian strategies can each be explained by the 

changes in mean reversion.  

Moskowitz and Grinblatt (1999) illustrated momentum effects in relation to industry 

components. They found that momentum trading strategies fail to generate significant profits 

when they controlled for industry momentum. However, the industry momentum in the short 

run is likely to be stronger than the stock momentum. A persistent momentum effect occurs 

on the medium horizon, but this effect will be eliminated after one year. They concluded that 

there is a significant effect of the industry factor on the profitability of the momentum strategy.  

Jegadeesh and Titman (2011) presented empirical evidence that stocks that performed 

well in the past 3-12 months have a higher probability of performing well in the future 3-12 

months. This pattern is consistently profitable in the current US and other developed stock 

markets. At the same time, stocks with high earnings momentum perform continuously better 

than stocks with poor past earnings momentum. Moreover, there were negative cumulative 
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returns for the momentum portfolio when they tested the returns of winner and loser portfolios 

from 13 to 60 months, which is similar to the explanation offered by behavioural finance. 

These authors claimed that some relevant evidence indicated that momentum strength 

responds to industry and market features, but the scale of profits reflect the level of 

participation in the company and market activities.  

George and Hwang (2004) utilised various patterns to examine the momentum strategy 

and a ñ52-week highò investment strategy. More precisely, this investment trading strategy 

was described as when investors take long winner stocks and short sell loser stocks based on 

stock prices in the last one month over the highest stock prices in the past 12 months. Further, 

compared with the investment strategies proposed by Jegadeesh and Titman (1993) and 

Moskowitz and Grinblatt (1999), they found that the ñ52-week highò investment strategy can 

generate higher momentum profitability. In addition, when they controlled for the size effect 

and the bid-ask bounce, and removed the January return, their investment strategy produced 

double momentum profits compared with the previous strategy.  

Ammann, Moellenbeck and Schmid (2010) examined the profitability of momentum 

strategies based on the blue-chip stocks listed in Standard and Poorôs (S&P) 100 index. They 

found that high turnover and the cost of holding a short position leads to high transition costs, 

particularly in stocks with small capitalisation. Further, they adopted a simple trading strategy 

that takes long positions on individual stocks and short sells in the stock index, which can 

produce significant excess returns. They also found that the findings were credible to different 

risk-adjustments, such as the capital asset pricing model (CAPM) and the Fama-French three 

factors model.  

Li, Brooks and Miffre (2009) explained the influence of the trading cost on the 

profitability of momentum trading strategies in the London stock exchange. They summarised 

that the trading costs in the winner portfolio are lower than in the loser portfolio. There is 

therefore an observed asymmetry regarding the trading cost in the winner portfolio and loser 

portfolio, which focuses on the high trading cost to sell the loser portfolio that is of a small 

size and a low trading volume. Thus, they adopted a low-cost relative-strength strategy by 
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choosing the overall lowest transition cost from all the stocks in the winner and loser portfolios. 

They also stated that the profitability of momentum strategies cannot be interpreted without 

adjusting for systematic risk, lagging reaction to a specific component, and serial correlation.  

Rey and Schmid (2007) used a full sample of large-capitalisation stocks in the Swiss 

market index, and only invested in single stocks. They adopted a strategy that holds only one 

winner and one loser stock at the same time, which led to a significant profit of approximately 

45%. Griffin, Ji and Martin (2005) found that the momentum strategy makes a profit though 

investors only holding a long position. Further, if investors ignored the transaction cost, they 

obtained huge profits due to the large positive price and earnings momentum effects in Europe. 

Forner and Marhuenda (2003) discovered the momentum effect and its reversal in the Spanish 

stock market. They claimed that the momentum strategy has profitability on a 12 month basis, 

and that its reversal produces profit chances, in the long run, over a 60-month period. Naranjo 

and Porter (2010) researched the sources of cross-country co-movement of momentum profits 

in developed and developing countries. As a result, country-neutral momentum profits were 

observed to be closely related across countries, as well as through a time-varying correlation. 

A failure explanation was also provided, concerning the co-movement of country-neutral 

momentum profits by using co-movement among industries. Narayan and Phan (2017) 

investigated the profitability of momentum strategies in Islamic stocks. They reported that the 

momentum strategy is effective when controlling the stock characteristics, market state, and 

seasonal mode. Furthermore, they also explained that the market volatility (up or down) could 

influence the extent of momentum returns, and that risk components can provide a better 

explanation for momentum profits. Arena, Haggard and Yan (2008) reported that momentum 

returns are high when investing in stocks with high idiosyncratic volatility, particularly loser 

stocks with high idiosyncratic volatility. They found that stocks with extreme idiosyncratic 

volatility suffer a sharp and fast reversal, which is consistent with the reason for momentum 

returns by underreaction and the limited impact of idiosyncratic volatility on the momentum 

effect. They also discovered a positive relationship between momentum profits and aggregate 

idiosyncratic volatility, which assists in interpreting the persistence of the momentum returns 

reported by Jegadeesh and Titman (1993).  
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2.1.4 Two regime-switching model  

Huang and Tsai (2014) examined whether aggressive growth fund managers adopted a 

momentum strategy or a contrarian strategy to improve performance in a previous period of 

financial crisis, as well as testing whether these trading strategies were effective or not in the 

period of financial crisis. They found that these investment strategies (momentum strategy 

and contrarian strategy) could both enhance portfolio performance before the financial crisis. 

Further, during the period of financial crisis, the momentum effect disappeared in the 

performance of aggressive growth funds. In contrast, the contrarian strategy took up a 

dominant position, which meant a significant impact on the performance of the aggressive 

growth funds. The authors therefore suggested that fund managers could switch to the 

contrarian strategy to enhance their fundsô performance when a financial crisis occurs. 

Dobrynskaya (2017) put forward a simple dynamic investment strategy, because high 

momentum profits cannot be explained by the risk components. Further, she found that a 

momentum crash occurs after 1-3 months in a market crash. This dynamic trading strategy 

means that when a market is calm, investors adopt the standard momentum strategy, but will 

switch to the contrarian strategy one month after a stock market crash and retain the contrarian 

strategy for the next three months, before finally reverting to the momentum strategy. They 

found that this dynamic investment strategy transfers the whole momentum crash into returns, 

which are roughly 1.5 times greater than returns from the standard momentum strategy.  

Wang and Xu (2015) examined the time-series predictability of the momentum strategies, 

especially the predictability of market volatility. They discovered that there is an economically 

and statistically significant relationship between market volatility and momentum profits. 

Moreover, there is a dramatic difference between the time-series predictable power of the 

momentum strategy and the total predictability of momentum profits in the overall stock 

market. Further, after a period of low market volatility, the profitability of the momentum 

strategy has a significant increase. Notably, there are quite low mean monthly returns when a 

market is down, and aggregate fluctuations are high.  



Chapter 2.0 Dynamics of Momentum Effects 

 

мп 
 

Pastor and Stambaugh (2003) examined the cross-sectional relationship between the 

expected security returns and sensitivity to volatility in aggregate liquidity from 1966 to 1999. 

They set up a monthly liquidity indicator. Their hypothesis means that a higher return reversal 

occurs if there is a lower liquidity signal. They found that the return on stocks with high 

sensitivities to liquidity is greater than that for stocks with low sensitivities by approximately 

7.5% every year. Hwang and Rubesam (2015) built a regime-switching model to analyse the 

momentum premium based on Pastor and Stambaugh (2003). Their model with multiple 

structural breaks was able to recognise the correlation between the momentum returns and 

risk components. Additionally, as the regime-switching model contains multiple structural 

breaks, it is more flexible and accurate, compared with the limited number of structural breaks 

included by Hwang and Sarchell (2007).о They found an abnormal return by momentum 

premium during two periods (the 1940s-1960s and 1970s-1990s). Further, Hwang and 

Rubesam (2015) pointed out that since the early 1990s, the process of the slow disappearance 

of momentum profits was delayed by the occurrence of the high-tech and telecom stock bubble. 

Hamilton and Susmel (1994) found that the persistence of low-frequency variation in 

volatility can be tested by a discrete Markov-switching model, which relates to discrete 

variations in business cycle stages during periods of economic expansion and recession. Some 

other researchers have also investigated the relationship between volatility regimes and 

economic conditions using the Markov-switching model.3  

Sinha (1996) used the GARCH model to study the monthly returns in the US stock 

market. The model adopted probability to measure the switching regime from a high to a low 

level of volatility, depending on the economic conditions. He found that the macroeconomic 

components can significantly impact on stock returns, and that stock returns seem to retain a 

violent volatility in an economic recession.  

Wu (2016) examined the asymmetric momentum effect during periods of UP and DOWN 

market states in the Chinese stock market. They regressed the raw momentum returns through 

 
3 {ŎƘǿŜǊǘ όмфуфύΣ {ŎƘŀƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ bƻǊŘŜƴ όмффтύΣ !ǎǎƻŜ όмффуύΣ YƛƳ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ όнллмΣ нллпύΣ IŜǎǎ όнллоύ ŀƴŘ aŀȅŦƛŜƭŘ όнллпύΦ  
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using dummy variables, which can be followed as, 

Ὑ ȟ Ὑ ȟ Ὗὖ Ὑ ȟ Ὀὕὡὔ Ὡ 

where Ὑ ȟ represents the momentum return at time t, that is the difference between 

returns on the winner and loser portfolios due to the different momentum trading strategies. 

There are two dummy variables: Ὗὖ and Ὀὕὡὔ. Ὗὖ (Ὀὕὡὔ) is equal to 1 when there 

is an UP (DOWN) market state, which means a positive (negative) average market return. 

Ὑ ȟ  (Ὑ ȟ ) means the average momentum return in a UP (DOWN) market state.  

Ὑ ȟ ‌ Ὑ ȟ Ὗὖ Ὡ 

where Ὑ ȟ  denotes the difference in momentum returns under two different 

market states. They found that momentum returns following UP market states underperform 

the momentum effect following DOWN market states in the Chinese stock market. Moreover, 

they also found that the reasons for the subdued asymmetry of market-state-dependent 

momentum returns are low liquidity, higher market return volatility, and the weak under-

reaction of stock prices.  

Cao (2014) proposed a threshold regression model to explain the relationship between 

the momentum effects and the volatility of stock market returns. This threshold model is a 

two regime-switching model between the momentum regime and the reversal regime, and the 

switch from one regime to other regime is based on a change in the volatility of stock market 

returns. Specifically, the two-regime switching model can be expressed as,  

ὶ ρ Ὅȟ ᾀ ‌ ‍ᾀ ‎ὶ  

Ὅȟ ᾀ ‌ ‍ᾀ ‎ὶ ‐ 

where ὶ denotes the momentum portfolioôs holding-period return. ᾀ  denotes ranking 

period market volatility. ὶ   denotes ranking period return. Ὅȟ ᾀ   denotes an 
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indicator function with † as the threshold parameter. When ᾀ   is below the threshold 

parameter, the indication function (I) is equal to 0. Then, the momentum effect is expected. In 

contrast, when ᾀ  is above the threshold parameter, the indication function (I) is equal to 

1, which means the reversal occurs. Furthermore, through using Bayesian estimation, the 

threshold parameter (†) can be predicted. The author found a negative relationship between 

the momentum trading return and market volatility in the momentum and reversal regimes, as 

well as a significant inverse relationship between portfolio performance in the ranking period 

and the holding return in the momentum regime. More importantly, based on the indications 

of the threshold regression model, the new trading strategies can be exploited between the 

momentum effect and the reversal effect, to produce economically significant profitability.  

Yang (2016) explored the dynamic momentum strategies in Chinese stock markets from 

1991 to 2012. He found no momentum profits in Chinese stock markets, but significant 

reversal profits across the sample period. In addition, he found that momentum strategies 

produce highly contrarian returns in UP market states compared to those in DOWN market 

states. Further, he stated that the reason for this could be that the improved performance of the 

strategy in the UP market is too extreme, going over a specific threshold value, leading to a 

price reversal instead of a price continuation (Cooper, Gutierrez Jr and Hameed, 2004).  

Abdymomunov and Morley (2011) adopted a two-state Markov-switching model to 

examine time-variations in betas in the CAPM for the BM ratio and momentum portfolio 

across market volatility regimes. The model allowed the beta and market risk premium to 

switch between low and high volatility regimes. They found statistically significant strong 

evidence of time-variations in betas across market volatility regimes under the unconditional 

CAPM. Although the regime-switching conditional CAPM could sometimes be rejected, they 

believed that the beta with time-variations can interpret returns on portfolio well, compared 

with the unconditional CAPM, particularly in conditions of high stock market volatility.  
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2.2 Data and Methodology  

This section describes the data and core methodology utilised in this research. Firstly, it 

sets out concise data specifications, including data collection, variable definitions, and the 

data analysis process. Secondly, the section turns to the momentum trading strategy, which 

follows the paper by Jegadeesh and Titman (1993). Moreover, dependent and independent 

variables are described and the two-regime switching model is established. Finally, the 

Bayesian estimation method is used to examine the switching between the momentum effect 

and its reversals.  

2.2.1 Data specifications 

The dataset adopted here is composed of the monthly data of all stocks traded on the US 

stock market and the UK stock market from January 1980 to December 2018. In total, there 

are 7704 effective stocks for the US. These comprise all the domestic and primary stocks in 

the US stock market listed on the three main markets - the New York (NYSE), American 

(AMEX) and NASDAQ stock exchanges. The data source for the US stock market is the 

Centre for Research in Security Prices (CRSP). For the UK stock market, the sample contains 

a total of 5588 companies, obtained from London Share Price Data (LSPD). The primary data 

includes holding returns, stock prices on the last trading date of the month, dividends, and 

market capitalisations. These variables are used to process the return in the stock market. For 

the critical measure of market volatility, the daily market values are used to compute the 

realised market volatility by the CRSP for the US market and by the Datastream for the UK 

market, which can measure the omitted market volatility from 1979. The formula for daily 

realised market volatility can be expressed as below: 

„
В ὶ ὶӶ

Ὕ ρ
 

where ὶ is the daily market return in one month, ὶӶ is the mean of monthly market 

returns over T trading days in one month, and 4 is the number of trading days in one month. 
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Further, to present this volatility in monthly terms, I can multiply the daily market volatility 

by the trading days, T, which can be followed as, 

„ „ Ὕz  

where „ denotes the monthly market volatility.  

In order to avoid missing data and survival bias, this study allowed companies in the 

sample to have incomplete records during the ranking periods and holding periods. However, 

any firm for which all the values in the holding period or ranking period were missed was 

removed. Thus, this research avoids survivorship to no small extent, and contains more 

available samples. To avoid inferior liquidity and illiquidity in the data samples, the US 

samples excluded all stocks priced below $5 (Jegadeesh and Titman, 2001; Avramov et al., 

2007), and removed the stocks of the smallest decile of market capitalisation in the NYSE, in 

line with Jagadeesh and Titman (2001). In addition, the UK samples excluded shares traded 

on the Unlisted Securities Market (USM), Third Market companies, over-the-counter (O.T.C.) 

companies, the Alternative Investment Market (AIM) and the Off-Exchange (OFEX).  

2.2.2 Momentum strategies using overlapping portfolios 

The momentum effect in stock markets stipulates that the same share price movement 

will continue in the future. More precisely, stocks that performed well in the past will go on 

performing well in the future, and stocks that performed poorly in the past will go on 

performing poorly in the future, which means investors can earn significant positive payoffs. 

According to Jegadeesh and Titman (1997), momentum strategies can be adjusted as below. 

Stocks were selected based on past returns. Thus, they ranked the stocks according to the 

return over the past J months. They also observed the following return in the future K months. 

The ranking period or formation periods J and holding periods K were 3, 6, 9 and 12 months, 

and therefore there were a total of 16 momentum strategies. Furthermore, the gap between the 

portfolios in the ranking period and holding period skipped one month, to avoid some bid-ask 

spreads, price pressure, and lagged reactions (Jegadeesh, 1990; Lehmann, 1990; Daniel and 
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Moskowitz, 2016). For example, a 6*9 momentum strategy in July 1980 means that the stocks 

were sorted over the past 6 months and held in the following 9 months, and hence the portfolio 

in the first ranking period was formed from January 1979 to June 1979 and was held from 

August 1979 to Match 1980. Jagadeesh and Titman (1995) and Galariotis, Holmes and Ma 

(2007) found that the profitability of trading strategies might be magnified due to non-

synchronous trading, the bid-ask spread, and infrequent trading if there was a failure to skip 

one month. The stocks were further divided into ten deciles, representing equally-weighted 

portfolios with equal weight. The top decile of the ñLoserò portfolio has the lowest return and 

the bottom decile of the ñWinnerò portfolio has the highest return. In each month, the average 

return on each decile was observed. According to the description of the CRSP and the LSPD, 

the return on a delisted security in the past month is computed by its value after delisting and 

the share price on the last trading date.  

To form the momentum trading strategies and evaluate the profitability of trading 

strategies, all the companies in each of the stock markets can be sorted by past return. Thus, 

the buy-and-hold return for each company in each month during the past J ranking period was 

calculated as below, 

 ὓὙȟ Ὑȟ ρ ȣzᶻὙȟ ρ

Ὑȟ ρ ρ 

2.2.1 

where, 

Ὑȟ
ὖȟ ὖȟ Ὀȟ

ὖȟ
 

where ὓὙȟ  denotes the momentum portfolioôs return over the past J months. Ὑȟ  

denotes the simple return on security i at time t-j. Ranking period J is only 3, 6, 9 and 12 

months in this research. ὖȟ  and Ὀȟ  are security iôs price and dividend at time t, 

respectively. ὖȟ  is price at time t-1. According to Moskowitz and Grinblatt (1999) and 

George and Hwang (2004), a self-financing momentum portfolio is also called the momentum 
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portfolio, which means taking a long position in the winner portfolio and a short position in 

the loser portfolio. In other words, the return on the momentum portfolio or the profitability 

of momentum strategies can be observed in the stock market, which is also called the 

momentum return. Further, this study adopted the overlapping trading strategy to observe the 

profitability of the momentum trading strategy each month, meaning that the profitability of 

the momentum trading strategies can be obtained each month.  

Finally, the return on the momentum portfolio was calculated by working out the 

difference between the returns on the winner and loser portfolios at the end of the last trading 

day of the K month. Therefore, the average buy-and-hold return on each momentum strategy 

or each average momentum return can be computed as per below, 

 ὓὙ
ρ

ὲ
Ὑȟȟ ρ ρ

ρ

ὲ
Ὑȟȟ ρ ρ 

2.2.2 

where Ὑȟȟ and Ὑȟȟ are an average return on the winner portfolio and the loser portfolio 

in the holding period K respectively. ὲ denotes the number of firms, and K is only 3, 6, 9 

and 12 months.  

An example can be set out to understand the overlapping momentum strategy. First, the 

momentum trading strategy is set up as 3*6. The first ranking period should be 3 months, 

starting from January 1980 to March 1980. Then, all the securitiesô returns are ranked in the 

ranking period to acquire the momentum portfolio (including the winner portfolio and the 

loser portfolio), and further skip one month to April 1980. This means that the momentum 

portfolio has a range of 6 months, from May 1980 to October 1980. Again, the second 

formation period should be from May 1980. Therefore, all momentum trading strategies 

should start from January 1980 plus J months to December 2018 minus K months, which 

contains a total of 468 months. In addition, the firms are removed from the portfolio if they 

have gone out of business. According to the descriptions in the LSPD database, firms losing 

all value can do so due to liquidation, quotations being cancelled for unknown reasons, 
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administration/administrative receivership, and cancelled assumed valueless. On the other 

hand, the money received, or value of stocks is reinvested in the portfolio with equal-

weighting when the company is subject to acquisition/takeover/merger, 

suspension/cancellation, the quotation is cancelled or suspended, it goes into voluntary 

liquidation, undergoes changes to foreign registration, is converted into an alternative security, 

or is subject to nationalisation (Arnold and Baker, 2007; LSPD, 2013). In terms of the CRSP 

dataset, according to the Data Descriptions Guide in 2018, the reasons for delisting may 

include mergers, exchanges, liquidations, or being delisted by the securities and exchange 

commission. Notably, the reasons for missing returns can explain valid, current prices, but not 

valid previous prices, and can include not trading on the current exchange, no data available 

to calculate returns, and missing returns due to missing prices because of a suspension in 

trading or trading on an unknown exchange. 

2.2.3 Variables description  

My model incorporates four variables: the momentum portfolio return in the holding 

period, the momentum portfolio return in the ranking period, the domestic market volatility 

in the ranking period, and foreign market volatility in the ranking period. Many studies have 

examined the relationship between independent variables (i.e. the momentum portfolio return 

in the ranking period, the domestic market volatility in the ranking period, and foreign market 

volatility in the ranking period) and the dependent variable (i.e. the momentum portfolio 

return in the ranking period, the domestic market volatility in the ranking period, and foreign 

market volatility in the ranking period). More specifically, previous research has found an 

inverse correlation between the momentum portfolio return in the holding period and the 

domestic market volatility. Barroso and Santa-Clara (2012) proposed a highly predictable 

framework between momentum returns and the risk of momentum calculated by the realised 

variance of daily returns. Wang and Xu (2010) examined whether market volatility has 

predictability in terms of the time-varying momentum payoff. They found a significant and 

robust power to predict momentum payoff if using market volatility. Moreover, when 

controlling the market stated and business cycle variables, the predictability of market 
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volatility remains strong in stock markets. Thus, compared with other variables, only the 

variable of market volatility retains a significant explanatory power in terms of predictive 

power regarding momentum profitability. And, the predictable power of momentum payoff 

comes mainly from the loser stocks, and the performance of winner stocks never deviates 

from whole market performance in aspects of prediction. Giot (2005) showed that future 

market returns could be forecast via market volatility, and found that market returns have a 

negative relationship with the regression parameter of a low volatility level, but a positive 

relationship with that of a high volatility level. Moreover, many researchers have found a 

negative relationship between momentum returns in the ranking period and momentum 

returns in the holding period. There are two possible reasons; one reasonable explanation for 

this is that when a small return occurs in the ranking period, the market is more likely to under-

react, and therefore the momentum portfolio is also more likely to produce strong profitability 

in the holding period. This is because of the momentum effect that the stock price will continue 

to move in the same direction. In contrast, when the ranking period return is quite high, the 

market is more likely to overreact. In the next period, market overreaction is corrected or 

adjusted in the holding period, leading to weak momentum effects or reversal effects.4 On the 

other hand, this financial phenomenon combines with mean reversion.5  When there is an 

upward trend in momentum portfolio returns in the ranking period that reaches a high value, 

according to mean reversion, in the next period, the holding return will be more likely to be 

low, which leads to a dominant reversal. Finally, many studies have investigated the cross-

market equity return and volatility linkages in different markets. They proposed lots of 

underlying explanations in previous research. With an increase in return correlations among 

stock markets, stock returns in one market can influence stock returns in other markets, and 

simultaneously, the market volatility transfers from one stock to another, which leads to a 

spillover effect. Engle, Ito and Lin (1990) provided two alternative interpretations of volatility 

spillovers. One is the heat wave hypothesis, that higher volatility, as an internal phenomenon, 

never spills from one market to another in any serial manner. Conversely, an alternative theory 

 
4 5ŀƴƛŜƭΣ IƛǊǎƘƭŜƛŦŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ǳōǊŀƘƳŀƴȅŀƳΣ мффуΤ 5Ŝ[ƻƴƎ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ мффлΤ .ŀǊōŜǊƛǎΣ {ƘƭŜƛŦŜǊ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǎƘƴȅΣ мффуΤ IƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜƛƴΣ 
мфффΤ DǊƛƴōƭŀǘǘ ŀƴŘ IŀƴΣ нллн 
5 .ŜǊƪΣ DǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ bŀƛƪΣ мфффΤ [ŜŜ ŀƴŘ {ǿŀƳƛƴŀǘƘŀƴΣ нлллΤ .ŀƭǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ²ǳΣ нллс 
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is the meteor shower hypothesis that higher volatility transfers from one market to another on 

the next global trading day. The authors found that for the London-New York markets, the 

evidence persuasively supports the meteor shower hypothesis. In addition, an alternative 

theory presented by King and Wadhwani (1990) showed that market contagion can transfer 

across different markets, generating evidence of varying interdependencies among stock 

markets in the world.  

Thus, the previous research has found certain empirical evidence regularities, and has 

made a reasonable and possible interpretation. The present study examines the relationship 

between one dependent variable (the momentum portfolio return in the holding period) and 

three independent variables (the momentum portfolio return in the ranking period, the 

domestic market volatility in the ranking period, and foreign market volatility in the ranking 

period) in a two-regime switching model, with regard to whether these regularities can support 

effective trading strategies.  

2.2.4 Two-regime switching model  

Many researchers have investigated the regime-switching model based on market 

volatility. Abdymomunov and Morley (2011) adopted a two-state Markov-switching process 

based on market returns and portfolio returns, with the transformation based on the beta and 

the market risk premium between LOW and HIGH volatility regimes. They found strong 

evidence of time variation in betas across volatility regimes, regardless of the unconditional 

CAPM or the conditional CAPM. Dobrynskaya (2017) proposed a simple dynamic trading 

model which follows the standard momentum strategy during the calm period, then switches 

to the contrarian strategy during the month of a market crash, before reverting again to the 

momentum position after maintaining the contrarian strategy for three months. This is entirely 

consistent with Huang and Tsai (2014), who suggested that trading investment can be switched, 

and focused on contrarian strategies when market risk is high, especially during times of 

financial crisis.  

Based on the previous research, a two-regime switching model was set up between the 
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momentum regime and its reversal regime. More specifically, each regime contains one 

dependent variable and three independent variables. The dependent variable is the momentum 

portfolio return in the holding period in both regimes. The three independent variables are the 

momentum portfolio return in the ranking period, the domestic market volatility in the ranking 

period, and foreign market volatility in the ranking period between the momentum regime and 

the reversal regime. On the other hand, the threshold model as a two-regime switching model 

is used to indicate which regime is at work in a specific period. According to the level of 

domestic market risk in the ranking period, Bayesian estimation can be used to explore the 

threshold parameter. This implies that when the threshold parameter is over (below) a specific 

value, one of the regimes will work.   

The two-regime switching model can be shown as below: 

 ὓὙȟ ρ Ὂȟ ᾀȟ ‌ ‍ὓὙȟ ‎ᾀȟ

—ᾀȟ  

Ὂȟ ᾀȟ ‌ ‍ὓὙȟ ‎ᾀȟ —ᾀȟ ‐ 

2.2.3 

Where ὓὙȟ denotes the momentum portfolio return in the holding period, and ᾀȟ  

denotes the domestic market volatility in the ranking period. Here, the model calculates the 

average market volatility in the past J period as the measure of market volatility in the ranking 

period. ὓὙȟ  is the momentum portfolio return in the ranking period. ᾀȟ  means the 

level of foreign market volatility in the ranking period, which is the same calculation as for 

domestic market volatility in the ranking period. Ὂȟ ᾀ   denotes the Dirac function 

with † as the threshold parameter. When ᾀȟ  is below the threshold parameter, the Dirac 

function (F(.)) is equal to 0. Then, the first regime is at work, which means the momentum 

effect is expected. In contrast, when ᾀȟ   is above the threshold parameter, the Dirac 

function (F(.)) is equal to 1, which means the second regime with the reversal effect has 

occurred.  
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2.2.5 Bayesian method of estimation 

In this section, the Bayesian estimation method is adopted to estimate several values, 

including the threshold parameter, coefficients of independent variables, and the error term. 

Bayesian inference is based on posterior distribution, which in turn is based on a sound, 

reliable and principled pattern of combined prior information with actual data. It allows the 

incorporation of past information regarding coefficients and the setting up of a prior 

distribution for the data analysis. Alternatively, the previous posterior distribution can be used 

as the prior information, following the Bayesian theorem. Moreover, Bayesian estimation also 

provides inferences that are both conditional on the data and accurate.   

Initially, the two-regime switching model 2.2.3 can be rewritten as below: 

 ὓὙȟ ‌ ‍ὓὙȟ ‎ᾀȟ —ᾀȟ  

Ὂȟ ᾀȟ ‌ ‌ ‍ ‍ ὓὙȟ

‎ ‎ ᾀȟ — — ᾀȟ ‐ 

2.2.6 

Then, according to Bauwens, Lubrano and Richard (2000), I can transfer the equation 

2.2.6 to the matrix form for practical computations, which can be reparametrized as below:  

 ώ ὼ‍ ‐ 2.2.7 

where 

 ώ ὓὙȟ 2.2.8 

 ὼ ρȟᾀȟ ȟὓὙȟ ȟᾀȟ ȟὊȟ ᾀȟ ȟὊȟ ᾀȟ

ᾀzȟ ȟὊȟ ᾀȟ

ὓzὙȟ ȟὊȟ ᾀȟ ᾀzȟ  

2.2.9 
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 ‍ ‌ȟ‍ȟ‎ȟ—ȟ‌ ‌ ȟ‍ ‍ ȟ‎ ‎ ȟ—

—  

2.2.10 

Further, my model is a heteroscedastic model, which assumes different variances in the 

momentum regime and the reversal regime. Thus, it can be shown as, 

ὠὥὶ‐ „ ρ Ὂȟ ᾀȟ Ὂȟ‏ ᾀȟ  

„Ὤ †ȟ‏ 

2.2.11 

 

where  

 „ „  

‏
„
„
ᶰ πȟЊ  

2.2.12 

Due to rescale the data, ὼ and ώ can be redefined as,  

 ώ †ȟ‏
ώ

Ὤ †ȟ‏
 

ὼ †ȟ‏
ὼ ‏

Ὤ †ȟ‏
 

2.2.13 

The likelihood function of the heteroscedastic model can be shown as, 

 ὒ‍ȟ†ȟ‏ȟ„Ƞώ

ᶿ„ Ὤ †ȟ‏ ÅØÐ 
ρ

ς„
ώ †ȟ‏

ὼ †ȟ‏‍  

2.2.14 
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Priors,  

ᶿὊ‏•  ȟ  2.2.15 ‏

 •†ᶿὊ ȟ † 2.2.16 

The conditional posterior density of ‍ and „ can be shown as, 

 •‍ȿ†ȟ‏ȟώ Ὢ‍ȿ‍z †ȟ‏ȟὓz †ȟ‏ȟίz†ȟ‏ȟὺ 2.2.17 

 •„ȿ†ȟ‏ȟώ Ὢ „ȿ†ȟ‏ȟὺ 2.2.18 

where 

 ὓz †ȟ‏ ὼ †ȟ‏ὼ †ȟ2.2.19 ‏ 

 ‍z †ȟ‏ ὓz †ȟ‏ ὼ †ȟ‏ώ †ȟ2.2.20 ‏ 

 ίz †ȟ‏ ώ †ȟ‏ ‍z †ȟ‏ὓz †ȟ‏‍z †ȟ2.2.21 ‏ 

 ὺz Ὕ ὑ 2.2.22 

Therefore, the joint posterior density of †  and ‏  can be gained from the likelihood 

function and the prior densities of † and ‏, 

 •†ȟ‏ȿώ

ᶿ Ὤ †ȟ‏ ίz†ȟ‏
ᶻ
ȿὓz †ȟ‏ȿ•†•‏ 

2.2.23 

These can be adopted by a Markov chain Monte Carlo (Metropolis-Hasting algorithm) 

with uniform distribution. 

The marginal posterior densities of † and ‏ can be followed as, 
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 •‍ȿώ •‍ȿ†ȟ‏ȟώ•†ȟ‏ȿώὨ†Ὠ2.2.24 ‏ 

 •„ȿώ •„ȿ†ȟ‏ȟώ•†ȟ‏ȿώὨ†Ὠ2.2.25 ‏ 

Hence, the Bayesian 90% confidence interval of all parametersô marginal posterior 

density can be acquired.  
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2.3 Results and findings for the dynamics of momentum effects 

2.3.1 Momentum effect in the UK and the US 

Table A1.1 and Table A1.2 in Appendix A show the momentum portfolio returns from 

the sixteen different momentum strategies from 1980 to 2018. Overall, there is a significant 

momentum effect in the US market and in the UK market, which is more significant in the 

UK market than in the US market. There are also many features in common between the US 

market and the UK market. Initially, it can be found that both markets show a positive 

momentum effect, only at different magnitudes. There are significant positive momentum 

effects under the 5% significance level during the 3 months ranking period. Additionally, there 

are monotonic increases in momentum portfolio returns in the holding period given the 

constant 3 months ranking period. Further, returns in the remaining momentum trading 

strategies have dramatic fluctuations given the fixed ranking periods. However, there is the 

same distribution of the highest returns between the US market and UK market (i.e. the highest 

return is in 12 months holding period given the constant 3 months ranking period; the highest 

return is in 9 months holding period given the constant 6 months ranking period; the highest 

return is in 9 months holding period given the constant 9 months ranking period; the highest 

return is in 6 months holding period given the constant 12 months ranking period). This 

implies that in the long run, the probability of the reversal effect is more substantial. In 

addition, nine of the momentum trading strategies in the full sample in the US market, and 

four of the 16 momentum trading strategies in the UK market, produce significant profits at 

the significance level of 5%. Almost all the momentum trading strategies in the 9 months and 

12 months ranking periods are non-significant at the significance level of 5%. On the other 

hand, the most striking difference between the two markets is that all the returns for each of 

the momentum trading strategies in the UK are always higher than those in the US market. 

However, there is quite similar overall performance in both markets, which implies that there 

is a potential relationship between the two markets.  

Table A2.1 and Table A2.2 show the performance reliability of different momentum 
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trading strategies in both markets from 1980 to 2018. In total, almost all the momentum 

trading strategies have high reliability in both markets. I used the ratio of the amount of 

positive momentum return divided by the whole observation, which can measure the 

performance reliability of each of the momentum strategies. This means that there is higher 

performance reliability when the percentage is substantial. The full sample in the UK has 

stronger dependability across the 16 momentum strategies than in the US market. More 

specifically, the ratios in both markets score more than 60%, except for momentum strategy 

3*3 in the US market. However, although most of the momentum trading strategies in the UK 

market are over 70% in performance dependability, only one strategy in the US market scores 

higher than 70%. Further, it was found that the lowest ratios in both markets were for 

momentum strategy 12*12. Therefore, this underlying evidence, like the lowest momentum 

payoff and the least dependable momentum trading strategy, is potentially consistent with a 

reversal effect in the long run.  

Table A3.1 and Table A3.2 illustrate the annualised market-adjusted returns on the winner 

and loser portfolios in the US and UK markets.6 In the UK market, there are multiple negative 

returns on the loser portfolios, which are investment strategies during the ranking periods of 

three, six and nine months, which results in the potential insight that the momentum effect is 

significant in the UK market. Further, the annualised market-adjusted return on the loser 

portfolio could be positive when the formation period is nine months or more. Moreover, there 

are significant positive impacts by the winner portfolios under the 5% significance level, 

compared with the loser portfolios. In addition, I found that given the fixed formation period 

in the UK market, annualised market-adjusted returns on the winner portfolios monotonically 

decrease with the increase of the holding period. On the other hand, all the annualised market-

adjusted returns on the winner and loser portfolios are positive in the US market. Similarly, 

there is also a more significant positive impact by the winner portfolios under the 5% 

significance level, compared with loser portfolios. Although there is a monotonic increase in 

 

6 ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘπŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ƛǎ ὓὙ
В Б ȟȟ Б Ὑ ȟΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ὴ ύȟὰ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǎŜǊ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻΣ ὑ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ όὑ σȟφȟωȟρςύΣ ŀƴŘ Ὑ ȟ ŘŜƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ 

ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ  
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returns on the winner portfolios as the holding period lengthens, given the fixed ranking period, 

the highest returns on the winner portfolios occur in the holding period of 3 months.  

According to the profitability of different momentum trading strategies in the UK and 

US markets shown in figure A4 (A4.1-A4.16), it can be observed that the frequency and 

duration of the momentum effect will be much greater than that of its reversals in both markets. 

Given the same momentum trading strategy, the momentum effect in the US market is more 

powerful than in the UK market, but has a shorter duration than in the UK market before the 

arrival of its reversal. Simultaneously, the frequency of reversion in the US market is more 

than in the UK market. Furthermore, the reversals in the UK market are more substantial and 

stronger in each historical stage, compared with the US market. Moreover, given the constant 

ranking period (J), it can be seen that a momentum trading strategy with a longer holding 

period has a longer momentum effect duration, but also a stronger power of reversion in both 

markets. Also, when the holding period is shorter, momentum volatility is more frequent, 

leading to the capture of more information. On the other hand, given the fixed holding period 

(K), one of the findings by observation is that a momentum trading strategy with a longer 

ranking period has a weaker power of momentum effect, but a stronger power of reversal. As 

a result, an economic insight is that during the course of nearly 30 years, significant reversion 

has only happened a few times, especially with momentum trading strategies with a more 

extended ranking period and holding period.  

From figure A5 (A5.1-A5.4), it can be seen that the magnitude of market volatility in the 

US market is more significant than in the UK market, particularly during periods of increased 

market volatility. To a large extent, volatility in the US market looks like a leading indicator, 

compared with UK volatility. Overall, the two markets have a quite similar co-movement in 

terms of market volatility. From figure A6 (A6.1-A6.4), it can be found that the momentum 

portfolio returns in the ranking period in the UK market are often more than in the US market. 

And thus, the volatility of returns in the ranking period is sharper in the UK market, compared 

with the US market. Given the fixed holding period, a momentum trading strategy with a 

shorter ranking period has lower returns in the ranking period in both markets, based on 
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examining the results of sixteen momentum trading strategies.  

From the empirical evidence set out in figure A7 (A7.1-A7.4), figure A8 (A8.1-A8.4) 

and figure A9 (A9.1-A9.4), the initial relationship between returns in the holding period and 

returns in the ranking period, and domestic market volatility and foreign market volatility in 

the US and UK markets can be observed. Thus, the initial correlation among variables can be 

judged. It can be found that there is an inverse relationship between momentum portfolio 

returns in the holding period and domestic market volatility. Indeed, according to the empirical 

evidence in figure A7 (A7.1-A7.4), returns in the holding period are in an inverse correlation 

with returns in the ranking period in the 16 momentum strategies in both markets. An 

interesting finding is that given the constant ranking period, the alphas (constant in linear 

regression) with the longer holding period is following an upward trend in both markets, and 

the UK market has a larger scale than the US market under each momentum trading strategy. 

On the other hand, given the fixed holding period, there is a downward trend of alpha with 

the decline of the ranking period in the US market. In terms of beta, the UK market has a 

decreasing value with increasing holding period, given the stable ranking period, which is 

similar to the US stock market in most momentum strategies. When the holding period is 

constant, the beta is in a monotone increase in the UK market with increasing ranking period. 

Figure A8 (A8.1-A8.4) shows a total increase of alpha with rises in the holding period given 

the constant ranking period in both markets. In respect of beta, the results in both markets fall 

with the increasing holding period momentum strategy, if maintaining a fixed ranking period. 

And betas in all momentum strategies are negative, and all alphas are positive. Figure A9 

(A9.1-A9.4) illustrates that given the constant ranking period, there is an increase of the alpha 

with the increasing holding period in both stock markets. Importantly, there is a significant 

negative link between momentum portfolio returns in the holding period and foreign market 

volatility. More specifically, there is a monotonic decrease of the beta with the increasing 

holding period when keeping the constant ranking period.  
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2.3.2 Results of Bayesian estimation 

In this part, the empirical results arising from the estimations of the two-regime switching 

model are reported and interpreted in relation to 16 momentum trading strategies in the US 

and UK stock markets, respectively. According to the Bayesian inference, I used the prior 

distribution of the Tau and the Delta produced by Cao (2014). Cao (2014) used the error and 

trail method and the Independent Metropolis-Hasting algorithm to determine the prior 

distribution of the Tau and Delta in the UK market. I used the prior distribution of threshold 

parameter (Ű), which is a uniform distribution with distribution support between 0.035 and 

0.045, and the prior distribution of ratio (ŭ), which is a uniform distribution with distribution 

support between 0.5 and 6 in the UK market. Similarly, I can use the same method to obtain 

the prior distribution of the Tau and Delta in the US market. The prior distribution of threshold 

parameter (Ű), a uniform distribution with distribution support, is between 0.025 and 0.05, and 

the prior distribution of ratio (ŭ), as a uniform distribution with distribution support, is 

between 1 and 6.5 in the US market. More specifically, according to the distribution of the 

domestic market volatility in both markets, I set wide intervals so that the switches were 

extremely frequent in each of the momentum strategies, mainly focusing on the range [0.025, 

0.5]7. Draws for the posterior distribution of the Tau can be produced via the Independent 

Metropolis-Hasting algorithm that uses uniform distribution as the candidate density. The 

prior distribution of the Delta as a uniform distribution with distribution support is between 1 

and 6.5 for all 16 momentum strategies.8 The posterior probability distributions of the Delta 

are produced using an independent MetropolisïHastings algorithm with uniform candidate 

density as well.  

 
7 ¢ƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǊŜƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǊŜƎƛƳŜǎΣ L ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
¢ŀǳ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ол ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǊŜƎƛƳŜΦ  
8 .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻƴπƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ 
ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝƭǘŀ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ м ŀƴŘ 
сΦрΣ ǘƘǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŀōƭŜΦ  
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2.3.2.1 Findings and discussion of the posterior probability distribution of 

the Tau and the Delta 

Regarding the estimation of the posterior probability distribution of the Tau, there was a 

significant estimation result for most of Tau in both markets. Based on the whole sample, 

almost all of the posterior probability distribution of Tau were in common intervals between 

0.035 and 0.045 in the UK market and between 0.025 and 0.05 in the US market. Obviously, 

as figure A11 (A11.1-A11.4) shows in the US market and figure A13 (A13.1-A13.4) shows in 

the UK market, there is a significant switch between the momentum regime and the reversal 

regime in the majority of momentum trading strategies. In table A14.2 for the US market and 

table A15.2 for the UK market, this study reported the 90% Bayesian confidence interval for 

the Tau in the US and the UK markets, which provides exact intervals. For example, under 

the 12*6 momentum trading strategy, the large number of probabilities have a relatively fixed 

value for the Tau in the US market, distributed between 0.035 and 0.037. This result implies 

that in this interval, there is a robust possibility of the switch from the momentum (reversal) 

regime to the reversal (momentum) regime. In other words, when the market risk in the 

ranking period is less (more) than the threshold parameter (Tau), the momentum (reversal) 

effect occurs. Thus, when the momentum regime works, the 12*6 momentum trading strategy 

is successful or profitable during the coming six months. In contrast, the reversal effect is 

expected when the market risk in the ranking period exceeds the threshold parameter (Tau), 

which produces losses via the 12*6 momentum trading strategy in the following six months. 

To a large extent, the 90% Bayesian confidence intervals for the Tau in the US and the UK 

markets are in a small range of approximately one fixed value.  

In figure A11 (A11.1-A11.4) and figure A13 (A13.1-A13.4), I also report the Bayesian 

estimation of posterior probability distribution of the Delta in the US and UK markets. Table 

A14.2 and table A15.2 show the 90% Bayesian confidence intervals of the Delta in the US 

and UK markets. In sum, all Delta values in the different momentum strategies are more 

significant than one, which means that the variance in the reversal regime is more than that of 

the momentum regime in both markets. Moreover, the results of the posterior probability 
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distribution of the Delta also imply that the assumption of heteroskedasticity is reasonable. 

Specifically, the momentum regime shows a low variance, which means lower risk. On the 

other hand, the reversal regime has a high variance, which implies a higher risk. For example, 

in momentum trading strategy 6*6, the 90% Bayesian confidence intervals of the Delta are 

[3.053, 3.615] in the US market. As a result, the Bayesian estimation of the posterior 

probability distribution of the Tau and the Delta reveals reasonability and adaptability when 

applying the two-regime switching model in both markets.  

2.3.2.2 Findings and discussion of posterior probability distribution of the 

Alpha, Beta, Gamma and Theta in the momentum regime 

In this section, I report the results of the alpha, beta, gamma, and theta parameters in the 

momentum regime. Overall, I found more significant results in the UK market than in the US 

market. Based on the Bayesian estimation of posterior probability distribution of parameters, 

the interval of the intercept Alpha1 measures the degree of average momentum return. For 

example, in momentum trading strategy 6*6, the 90% Bayesian confidence intervals of the 

Alpha1 are [0.083, 0.128] in the US market. To a large extent, the positive Alpha1 means that 

in a calm market, the momentum investment strategy can produce momentum returns. Further, 

I find that for the total momentum strategy in the UK market, the values of the Alpha1 are 

positive, which can potentially explain the significant profitability of a momentum trading 

strategy in the UK market in the momentum regime. Further, there is a majority of positive 

Alpha1 values in the US market. In addition, compared with the UK market, the absolute 

value of the Alpha1 in the US market is smaller overall than it is in the UK market, which 

potentially means that the level of momentum returns in the US market is lower than in the 

UK market for each momentum trading strategy, as shown in Table A14.1 and Table A15.1.  

The value of Beta1 shows the relationship between domestic market risk and the strength 

of the momentum effect in the momentum regime. For example, in momentum trading 

strategy 6*9 in the UK market, the Bayesian estimation of the posterior probability 

distribution of parameter Beta1 is in the interval [-2.483, -1.285]. This means that there is a 
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negative relationship between domestic market risk and the strength of the momentum effect. 

In other words, during calm market periods, higher domestic market risk leads to a reduction 

in the strength of the momentum effect. Further, almost all the momentum trading strategies 

in the UK market also show that there is an inverse relationship between domestic market risk 

and the strength of the momentum effect. In the US market, 13 out of the 16 momentum 

strategies illustrated robust evidence of a negative correlation between domestic market risk 

and momentum returns.  

Parameter Gamma1 shows the relationship between the momentum portfolio returns in 

the formation period and in the holding period in the momentum regime. For instance, in 

momentum trading strategy 6*9 in the UK market, the Bayesian estimation of the posterior 

probability distribution of parameter Gamma1 is in the interval [-0.174, -0.148]. Further, I 

found that in the 16 momentum trading strategies, all the Bayesian estimations of the posterior 

probability distribution of parameter Gamma1 fall into the negative interval in the US market. 

One potential explanation is that there is a dramatic potential strength of momentum effect 

when returns in the formation period are low in the momentum regime in the UK market.  

The value of the Theta1 measures the effect of foreign financial market risk on the 

strength of the momentum effect in the momentum regime. For example, in the UK market, 

the Bayesian estimation of the posterior probability distribution of parameter Theta1 for 

momentum strategy 6*6 is in the interval [1.103, 1.788]. This implies that when the market is 

calm, there is a positive relationship between US market risk and the momentum return in the 

UK market in the holding period. Further, across all 16 momentum strategies in the US market, 

almost all the results are significant positive, except for momentum strategy 3*3 and 3*6.  

2.3.2.3 Findings and discussion of the posterior probability distribution of 

the Alpha, Beta, Gamma, and Theta parameters in the reversal regime 

This section reports the results for the alpha, beta, gamma, and theta parameters in the 

reversal regime, when market volatility is above the threshold parameter Tau. Overall, there 
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was a difference between the Bayesian estimation of the posterior probability distribution of 

parameter Alpha1, Beta1, Gamma1, and Theta1 in the momentum regime, and Alpha2, Beta2, 

Gamma2, and Theta2 in the reversal regime. This is because there is a higher risk exposure 

(volatility) in the reversal regime than in the momentum regime due to the posterior 

probability distribution Delta. There is a high probability of switching from the momentum 

regime to the reversal regime when market volatility is above the threshold parameter.  

The value of the Alpha2 seems to be small significant under the 90% Bayesian 

confidence interval. However, I found that under the 90% Bayesian confidence interval, all 

the Alpha2 values are positive in the UK market, and almost all of the Alpha 2 values are 

positive in the US market. This means that the initial momentum returns in the reversal regime 

could be substantial. This could be explained by the information delay that because investors 

cannot immediately reflect the high market volatility, they cannot make investment decisions 

in time. The Beta2 measures market risk in the reversal regime. The results for the 16 

momentum strategies show a significant negative relationship between market risk and 

momentum effect in the UK market. However, there is an insignificant relationship between 

market risk and momentum effect in the US market. The values of the Gamma2 measure the 

correlation between returns in the ranking period and the strength of the momentum effect. 

Across the 16 momentum strategies, there is a significant inverse relationship between returns 

in the ranking period and momentum effect in the UK market but a significant positive 

relationship in the US market. On the other hand, the value of the Theta2 measures the 

correlation between foreign market risk and the strength of the momentum effect. Further, 

there are a significant positive relationship in the UK stock market and a significant negative 

relationship in the US stock market. 
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Chapter 3.0 Momentum Effects and Long-run Risk Model 

3.1 Literature review for long-run risk model  

In this section, I will explain the long-run risk model, and review its development as well 

as providing a cross-section of security returns in the long-run risk model.  

3.1.1 Long-run risk model  

Bansal and Yaron (2004) and Hansen, Heaton and Li (2006) summarised the future of 

the long-run risk model, which is that the model focuses on the low-frequency characteristics 

of time series of dividends and aggregate consumption. Further, the model has superiority in 

accounting for time series and cross-sectional asset returns in the financial markets. Bekaert, 

Engstrom and Xing (2009) utilised an external habit model containing persistent time-varying 

uncertainty fundamentals, which can match the dynamics of dividends and consumption. 

Malloy, Moskowitz, and Vissing-Jorgensen (2004) found new empirical evidence regarding 

long-run risk in asset pricing. They believed that long-run risk shareholdersô consumption risk 

can capture cross-sectional changes better than aggregate consumption risk.  

One long-run risk model is the classical asset pricing model by Bansal and Yaron (2004). 

I will review this modelôs fundamental assumptions, construction, and results in this part. 

Regarding the assumptions, Campbell and Cochrane (1999) established an asset pricing model 

based on the external habit model. Their model assumed that the processes of consumption 

and dividends are produced by time-varying risk aversion, and thus that investors prefer the 

late resolution of uncertainty that is backwards-looking. Further, historical consumption 

significantly impacts on asset pricing movement. However, Bansal and Yaron (2004) make 

entirely different assumptions. They put forward a long-run risk model which can adequately 

explain asset market phenomena such as the risk-free rate, equity premium (Mehra and 

Prescott, 1985), and volatility puzzles (Shiller, 1981). More specifically, the model includes 

two components in explaining asset pricing puzzles, such as a small, persistent, predictable 
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component showing long-run fluctuations in two expected growth processes and fluctuating 

economic uncertainty with time-variance in consumption volatility. The model is built on the 

basis of the standard Epstein and Zin (1989) preferences. This life-time utility separates out 

the intertemporal elasticity of substitution (IES) and risk aversion. Theoretically, the measure 

of risk aversion correlative to the reciprocal of the IES can be determined by whether the agent 

prefers an early resolution of uncertainty or a late one regarding the consumption process in 

the future. In the long-run risk model, it is assumed that investors prefer to resolve uncertainty 

early, and hence the parameter of risk aversion exceeds the reciprocal of the IES. It implies 

that shocks in the model to the expected growth and consumption volatility are part of the 

long-run process, and therefore, that they change investorsô expectations of future growth and 

volatility. Theoretically, the price depends on the expected return and consumption, as they 

contribute to forecast future growth and uncertainty. Thus, the long-run risk model has 

forward-looking predictability, and the core driving force of the financial market in this model 

is the volatility of the long-run economic growth expectation and the content of the economic 

uncertainty. There are also three different sources of risks in the original model: short-run risk, 

long-run risk, and consumption volatility risk. As a result, there is a closed match regarding 

risk correlated to growth expectation and fluctuating economic uncertainty with time-variance 

between the observed market data and the simulation of the model. 

3.1.2 Development of the long-run risk model  

Bansal, Khatchatrian and Yaron (2005) illustrated the significant empirical result that the 

expected magnitudes of economic uncertainty can be forecast by the valuation ratio. They also 

found that with increased economic uncertainty, asset valuation declines, which means that 

the financial market is averse to economic uncertainty. Additionally, to a large extent, changes 

in asset prices are more likely to contribute to volatility and economic uncertainty, and the 

expected growth of cash flow. Thus, they concluded that fluctuations in economic uncertainty 

and the predicted growth of cash flow are significant in explaining the asset market.  

Bansal, Kiku and Yaron (2007a) presented the long-run risk co-integrated extension. This 
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paper deployed a long-run risk model to interpret asset returns using asset pricing Euler 

equation-GMM based estimation. They found that investors care more about long-run risk, 

which along with economic uncertainty, is critical to understanding asset returns. More 

specifically, the risk component in the long-run risk model is strongly persistent and examines 

fluctuations longer than those relative to the business cycle. Importantly, it is also 

economically and statistically predictable by theoretically motivated variables. Moreover, it 

is more sensitive for assets with substantial mean returns from innovation in the long-run risk 

variable and from news about economic uncertainty. They also found that the long-run risk 

model can interpret most risk premia well, and cannot be rejected by the over-identifying 

limitation. More importantly, there was evidence that the estimation of risk aversion and the 

IES are more vulnerable to time-variance and finite sample biases. The market price of the 

long-run risk model at risk aversion and the IES value for preference parameters was more 

closed relative to that of short-run and volatility risks. Therefore, the authors summarised that 

the long-run risk model, as opposed to short-run risks, was more important for understanding 

asset prices. Similarly, Bansal, Gallant and Tauchen (2007) examined and compared two 

models; the first, with three main channels, including the long-run risk model, low-frequency 

movements, and time-varying uncertainty in aggregate consumption growth, constructed the 

empirical reasonability of the asset pricing model. The other model was by Campbell and 

Cochrane (1999), in which the significant channel was habit formation. They found that the 

two models were fitted with annual observations data from 1929 to 2001, using simulation 

estimators. Both models could trail a measurement of real annual volatility quite tightly. The 

results show that the long-run risk model could be better. Bansal, Kiku and Yaron (2009) 

estimated that the forward-looking long-run risk model was different to the backwards-

looking habit, and produced three key results. The first was that there is material evidence in 

time-varying expected growth and consumption volatility data. The second was that the long-

run risk model matched the primary asset market data characteristics. The third was that past 

consumption growth cannot forecast future asset prices, but lagged consumption could predict 

future price-dividend ratios. The new equation for dividend growth was therefore as follows: 

Ὣȟ ‘ •ὼ “„– •„‘ȟ  
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They found that although there was persistent volatility in the calibration of the model, 

the volatility of the price-dividend ratio was not large enough for the price-dividend rate to 

forecast excess returns. Bansal, Kiku and Yaron (2010) developed a generalised long-run risk 

model to test the influence of cyclical volatility and macroeconomic risk on asset prices and 

expected returns. Particularly, they sought to assess the cyclical risks, so the model contained 

a cyclical element that is stationary in the consumption growth path. The model also examined 

surges in consumption and volatility of consumption. They discovered that the measurement 

of risk compensation for cyclical risks in consumption relies to a large extent on the scale of 

the IES. Thus, they found that when the IES is above 1, there is a small risk premium for 

cyclical risk, and that when the IES is approximately 0 or more than 1, the risk compensation 

for cyclical risk is quite large, a finding consistent with Lucas (1987) and Bansal, Dittmar and 

Kiku (2009). Bansal and Shaliastovich (2013) developed and examined a long-run risk model 

with time-varying fluctuations in expected growth and inflation in the future. The model 

showed that an increase in bond risk premia leads to an increase in the uncertainty of expected 

inflation and a reduction in the uncertainty of expected growth. They also identified several 

significant factors for asset markets, such as preference for the early resolution of uncertainty, 

time-varying volatilities, and non-neutral impacts of inflation on economic growth. Bansal, 

Kiku and Shaliastovich (2014) proposed a framework based on the long-run risk model with 

a stochastic discount factor, and thus that the risk premium can be decided by cash flow risk, 

discount rate risk, and volatility risk. As a result, they presented three major findings. The first 

was that increased volatility is linked to an increasing discount rate and falling expected 

consumption. The second is that it is important for the role of volatility risk to explain the 

joint dynamics of return with human capital and equity. The last is that volatility risk with a 

significantly positive risk premium can contribute to interpreting the magnitude of, and cross-

sectional dispersion in, expected returns in the future. Ferson, Nallareddy and Xie (2012) 

developed an out-of-sample asset return sample from 1931 to 2009. They discovered that the 

long-run risk model implemented the momentum effect reasonably well, and also that a 

cointegrated version of the model was better than the classical stationary version. They 

evidenced that generally, the modelsô average pricing errors were relatively small from the 

1950s to the 1990s. If the risk premium was restricted to identifying structural parameters, it 
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would lead to a larger average pricing error but smaller error variances. In addition, the 

average squared errors were not able to dramatically improve on those of the traditional 

CAPM, in addition to momentum.  

Piazzesi and Schneider (2006) introduced the role of inflation into the long-run risk 

model by using treasury inflation-protected securities data in the US. They found that inflation 

was bad news for consumption growth, that the nominal yield curve was an upwards trend, 

and that the level of nominal interest rate and term extension were high in time when inflation 

news was difficult to explain. Ai (2010) used a production-based long-run risk model to 

enhance understanding of asset pricing implications in three respects. These were the increase 

in the equilibrium equity premium, the declining volatility of consumption growth, and the 

risk-free interest rate. He found that due to the different assumptions in the production 

economy, there is a low relationship between information and high equity premiums, low 

volatility consumption growth, and the risk free interest rate. Additionally, he also optimised 

the long-run risk model to gain a strong improvement regarding volatility of returns on 

aggregate wealth and the wealth-consumption ratio. Sasaki (2016) extended the long-run risk 

model by bringing in stochastic jump intensity and the variance of the consumption growth 

rate, to offer an explicit representation of the skewness risk premium and the volatility risk 

premium in equilibrium. They claimed a superior predictive ability for future expected 

aggregate stock market index returns between the skewness risk premium and the variance 

risk premium. At the same time, the skewness risk premium played an independent and 

essential role in forecasting market index returns.  

Kaltenbrunner and Lochstoer (2010) examined the endogenous formation of long-run 

consumption risk with EpsteinïZin preferences. They found that optimal consumption 

smoothing generates long-run risk with highly persistent fluctuations in expected growth, 

even with the assumption of i.i.d. technology growth. Therefore, their model has the ability to 

explain the high price of risk even though both the volatility of consumption growth and 

relative risk aversion parameters are low. They argued that the endogenous long-run risk 

impact on asset pricing relies on the persistence of technology shocks, as well as agentsô 
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performance in the timing of resolution of uncertainty to a large extent. Hartzmark (2016) 

found that the long-run risk model was helpful in supporting and describing the basic 

association between economic uncertainty and the interest rate. They evidenced that this 

relation is large, which lends strong support to the basic finance theory. Colacito and Croce 

(2011) induced the exchange rate in the long-run risk model, which successfully reconciled 

international prices and quantities, and thus solved the international equity premium puzzle 

using US and UK data. As a result, a closed relationship between common long-run growth 

perspectives and exchange rate movement was identified. Hasseltoft (2012) accounted for the 

primary characteristics of equity and bond markets, and then the interactions between asset 

pricing and the macroeconomy in a long-run risk model. They discovered that shocks to future 

expected consumption growth and time-varying macroeconomic volatility could accurately 

reflect the measure of risk premia and its changes over time in both markets, using a 

simulation estimator and a wide set of moment conditions. Croce (2014) studied the 

probability of long-run productivity risk, using the original long-run risk model by Bansal and 

Yaron (2004). They found a predictable component in US productivity growth, which impacts 

not only on aggregate market prices but also on primary macroeconomic variables. Further, 

they adopted a production-based dynamic stochastic general equilibrium (DSGE) model with 

long-run productivity shocks, leading to an improved asset price explanation. Kaltenbrunner 

and Lochstoer (2010) illustrated that an endogenous production-based model can predict the 

long-run expected fluctuations in consumption growth.  

However, several potential problems in the development of the long-run risk model also 

need to be analysed and explained. First of all, there has been debate about the existence of a 

long-run risk component in future expected consumption growth. More precisely, this 

question is challenging to explore statistically using univariate methods as consumption is 

closed to the random walk. Besides, the impact on asset prices relies on investors exploring 

it, and the model counterfactually makes consumption growth predictable via the price-

dividend ratio. Furthermore, a large number of adjustments and calibrations of the long-run 

risk model are needed. For example, one studyôs calibration (Bansal, Kiku and Yaron, 2007b) 

changed the weighting towards the second source of long-run risk, that is, persistent volatility 
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reducing the predictability of consumption growth. Finally, another debate focusses on the 

value of the IES greater than one. Beeler and Campbell (2009) summarized, revaluated, and 

discussed the long-run risk model, which they argued contained several crucial difficulties as 

a quantitative depiction of historical financial data in the US. Firstly, there was scarcely any 

evidence either for persistent fluctuations in consumption and dividend growth ratios, or for 

the capability of the stock market predicably reflecting these growth ratios. This implied that 

the long-run risk model could not utilise persistent variations in consumption growth to 

interpret changes in the stock market. Bansal, Kiku and Yaron (2007b) also recognised this 

issue and recalibrated the long-run risk model to highlight persistent changes in consumption. 

However, doing so produced another problem, which was that even though stock prices could 

forcefully forecast expected consumption volatility, they failed to contribute a predictable 

power to the expected volatility of returns on the stock. In addition, the authors also argued 

that aggregate consumption growth does not react to changes in the short-term real interest 

rate, which was required by the modelôs assumption of an IES of larger than one.  

Bonomo et al. (2010) presented an asset-pricing model with generalised disappointment, 

aversion preferences, and long-run volatility risk. Compared with Bansal and Yaron (2004), 

the model had two features containing more predictability of excess returns by price-dividend 

ratio and less predictability of the consumption growth ratio by price-dividend ratios. More 

importantly, their results do not rely on a value of the IES of larger than one. The last argument 

was that the model results in extremely low yields and negative term premia on long-run 

inflation-indexed bonds. Bansal (2007) stated that the relative asset price can be driven by 

long-run expected growth and economic uncertainty in the future. Both channels of economic 

risk were able to explain the risk premium and the volatility of asset price. A significant result 

is that the long-run risk model is able to provide a comprehensive and systematic model for 

analysing the financial markets. Bansal, Kiku and Yaron (2009) investigated the significant 

discrepancy between the habit model and the long-run risk model. They provided empirical 

evidence for the long-run risk model for time-varying expected consumption growth and 

consumption fluctuation, as well as matching the primary asset market data. However, the 

weak explanatory aspect of the long-run risk model is that lagged consumption growth fails 
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to forecast the expected price-dividend ratio.   

3.1.3 Cross-section of security returns in the long-run risk model  

Constantinides and Ghosh (2011) proposed a new approach to testing the long-run risk 

model proposed by Bansal and Yaron (2004). This method is fundamentally based on the 

observation that the potential state variables can be found as the given function. The model 

can interpret the cross-sectional return by a higher persistence of consumption and dividend 

growth, compared with the actual data. Furthermore, the model can effectively match the real 

data for the unconditional moments of consumption and dividend growth. However, there are 

differences in the higher risk-free rate, and lower fluctuations in the price-dividend ratio, risk-

free rate, and market return, compared with the observed data. One problem with this model 

is that the conditional variance of the long-run risk variable cannot capture the considerable 

time variation in the equity premium. Kiku (2006) claimed that the long-run risk model has 

the ability to interpret cross-sectional variations in average returns. Their model is successful 

in capturing the overall transition density of stock value returns and growth returns, which 

emphasises the significance of long-run risk in explaining the behaviour of stock markets.  

Zurek (2007) estimated the cross-section of equity securities by using the long-run risk 

model in the US stock market. Their core contribution is to explain the momentum selection 

mechanism in the long-run risk model. More specifically, the mechanism is the difference 

between expected returns in different portfolios, as investors generally believe that securities 

in the winner portfolio have a higher risk than those in the loser portfolio. Thus, due to this 

systematic risk, these stocks are more likely to enter the winner portfolio. Once these securities 

are chosen for the winner portfolios, they can outperform the loser portfolios, and even the 

market portfolios, since the expected returns in the winner portfolios are still higher. Bansal, 

Dittmar and Lundblad (2005) also found that cross-sectional diversity can be interpreted well 

by long-run risk exposure in the expected returns of portfolios that are formed by the historical 

return, firmsô scale, and book-market ratio. As a consequence, Zurek (2007) pointed out that 

according to their observations, the consumption beta at the cross-sectional portfolio level can 
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effectively interpret most of the returns in the momentum portfolio. Their model can be 

simulated to generate a strong momentum effect and a comparatively large equity premium, 

and thus match relative moments like returns in the holding return, dividend growth, and 

price-dividend ratio in the momentum portfolio. However, Zurekôs model (2007) has a 

potential problem, which is that it is short of relative macroeconomic risks. This is because 

the original long-risk model by Basal and Yoran (2004) was based on fluctuations with time-

variance in periods of economic uncertainty, which is a potential merit in explaining the asset 

market. As they discovered, risks relative to varying growth expectations and fluctuations in 

economic uncertainty can be used to estimate a large number of observed characteristics of 

asset market data.  

Further, Bansal, Kiku and Yaron (2007b) also explained that fluctuations in economic 

uncertainty can directly influence the price-dividend ratio, as well as increasing the expected 

economic volatility, producing a decline in asset prices. As a result, they found that the 

consumption volatility path can effectively capture the volatility feedback impacts in a way 

that implies a negative relationship between returns and volatility. This is mainly because the 

consumption growth path includes the overall economic volatility with time-variance. On the 

other hand, the model by Zurek (2007) allowed three different risk sources: long-run risk, 

short-run risk, and consumption risk, based on the different volatility and shocks in the model. 

Zhou and Zhu (2014) extended the long-run risk model based on multiple macroeconomic 

volatilities, which allowed the coexistence of long-run and short-run volatility components. 

The assumptions of the model may be consistent with the actual volatility, and their model 

can match different modes, including the scale of the market risk premium and the 

predictability of dividend yields. Moreover, Alizadeh, Brandt and Diebold (2002), Adrian and 

Rosenberg (2008) and Chacko and Viceira (2005) have all also studied multiple volatilities in 

financial markets. Nakamura, Sergeyev and Steinsson (2012) identified many relative factors 

of consumption volatility using developed countriesô panel data. They found that the long-run 

risk model which includes multiple volatility variables can closely match predictability 

moments. Moreover, Boguth and Kuehn (2013) tested a dual-volatility process by separating 

the two factors of the aggregate consumption path. They concluded that volatility risks are 
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significant for the cross-section of securities returns.  

Bansal et al. (2009) built a dynamic asset-pricing model to evaluate the volatility risk 

relative to the dynamics of asset prices and macroeconomic fluctuations. They revealed three 

main results. The initial finding was that increased macroeconomic volatility leads to 

increased discount rates and falling expected consumption. The following finding was that the 

volatility risks can effectively explain the joint dynamics of returns to human capital and 

equity. The last outcome was that a considerable positive risk premium was observed for 

volatility risks, which contributes to interpreting the extent and cross-sectional dispersion of 

predictable returns. Further, the model with three different sources of risk (cash flow, discount 

rate, and volatility risk) can make estimations using the observed macro and financial data. 

Simultaneously, Drechsler and Yaron (2011) also established a long-run risk model with a 

volatility path. The first process can capture persistent long-run movements. The other shows 

a quickly mean-reverting and shorter-run component of consumption volatility. These 

extensions of the long-run risk model are able to enhance the predictability of consumption 

growth and abnormal returns. Chordia and Shivakumar (2002) accounted for returns in the 

momentum portfolio using lagged macroeconomic variables and the disappearance of returns 

in the momentum portfolio. Their results contained time-varying expected returns, which can 

be used to interpret momentum payoffs. 

 

 

 

  



Chapter 3.0 Momentum Effects and Long - run Risk Model  

 

пу 
 

3.2 Data and methodology 

In this section, I will explain and discuss the methods I used to conduct the present 

research. Initially, I will set out the data collection and selection methods. Then, I will 

demonstrate the assumptions of the model, including investorsô preferences, the construction 

of stochastic discount factors, and the economic environment. Additionally, I will develop the 

long-run risk model and show the exact results of the modelôs deductions. Finally, I will 

expound the process of calibration and simulation on the basis of the long-run risk model.  

3.2.1 Data collection  

There were two components to my data collection. On the one hand, I obtained monthly 

market data on individual securities from the Center for Research in Security Prices (CRSP) 

through the Wharton Research Data Services (WRDS). This monthly market data contained 

the holding return with and without dividends, and used the New York Stock Exchange and 

American Stock Exchange data from January 1970 and December 2018. Further, the per capita 

real consumption expenditure quarterly data for nondurable goods and services could be 

collected from the US Bureau of Economic Analysis. According to Hansen and Singleton 

(1983) and Bansal, Dittmar and Lundblad (2005), aggregate consumption can be computed as 

seasonally adjusted real personal consumption expenditures per capita of nondurable goods 

plus services. The present sample ranged from the first quarter in 1970 to the fourth quarter 

in 2018. The monthly Consumer Price Index (CPI) was collected as well, in order to calculate 

the inflation-adjusted return.  

3.2.1.1 Momentum portfolio using non-overlapping portfolio 

In this part, I calculate the return on each portfolio, following Jagadeesh and Titman 

(1993), similar to the above discussion. Firstly, I adjust the monthly holding period return 

(with and without dividends) to the real return:  
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3.2.1 

Where ὶ ȟ denotes the monthly nominal holding period return, and “ indicates 

the inflation rate calculated by the CPI.  

Further, the momentum portfolio can be established based on the past adjusted inflation 

real returns with dividends over the ranking period (J), then observing the future gains in the 

holding period (K). Here, the ranking period is 6 or 12 months, and the holding period is 3, 6 

or 12 months, which is convenient in transferring the quarterly return data and in terms of the 

availability of quarterly consumption data. Moreover, due to the microstructure effects, for 

example non-synchronous trading, the bid-ask bounce, and infrequent trading, the one-month 

interval is skipped in the ranking period. Therefore, due to the construction of the non-

overlapping portfolio, there is no overlapping calculated return in the strategies holding period, 

but there could be overlapping in ranking periods longer than three months in duration. The 

whole sample is divided into the five portfolios on the basis of the past cumulative returns in 

the ranking period. Similarly, the winner portfolio has the highest payoff, and the loser 

portfolio the lowest payoff in the formation period. Future returns in the holding period are 

observed in each portfolio, but the skipped month is excluded at the start of the holding period. 

For example, for non-overlapping momentum strategy 6*3, the first formation period is from 

January 1970 to May 1970. Then, one month, June 1970, is skipped, followed by a holding 

period from July 1970 to September 1970, which is the first construction of the non-

overlapping momentum strategy 6*3.  

Following the example of Jagadeesh and Titman, I established a momentum portfolio 

with non-overlapping generation. Then, as per Bansal, Dittmar and Lundblad (2005), the 

dividend can be computed by the adjusted inflation returns with dividends (total returns, ὶȟ) 

and adjusted inflation returns without dividends (capital gains, ὶȟ). Thus, there are two-time 

series returns, including the total return and capital gains in five momentum portfolios. The 
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dividend formula can be shown as below,  

 ὈὍὠȟ ὠ ȟ ὶȟ ὶȟ  3.2.2 

Where ὠ ȟ denotes the overall value of each momentum portfolio ὴ. ὴ represents 

the five momentum portfolios, particularly the loser portfolio for ὴ ρ  and the winner 

portfolio for ὴ υ. And Ὑȟ Ὑȟ means the dividend yield. Further, the total value of 

each portfolio ὠȟ is assumed by a recursive process,  

 

 ὠȟ ὠ ȟᶻρ ὶȟ  3.2.3 

Obviously, the equation implies that the value of each portfolio depends on the previous 

value of the momentum portfolio and the growth in capital gains. There is no effect of dividend 

on the growth in the value of each portfolio since the dividends are extracted each month. 

Further, the monthly dividend series can be transferred to a quarterly frequency so that each 

monthly dividend can be summed in the holding period. Thus, each dividend in a non-

overlapping series represents the sum of the holding monthsô dividends. Because of the strong 

seasonality in dividend yields, I followed a method used by Hodrick (1992), Heaton (1993), 

Bollerslev and Hodrick (1995), and Bansal, Dittmar and Lundblad (2005), by adopting a 

preceding four-quarter moving average between the current and past dividends, for the 

seasonally adjusted dividend. Therefore, the return with dividends (Ὑȟ ), the growth of 

dividends (ЎὈὍὠȟ ) and valuation ratio (ὠὙȟ ) in each quarter, half-year or year can be 

represented as follows:  

 
Ὑȟ

ὠȟ Ὀȟ

ὠ ȟ
 

3.2.4 

 ЎὈὍὠȟ ὰέὫ ὈὍὠȟ ὰέὫὈὍὠȟ  3.2.5 

 ὠὙȟ ὰέὫὠȟ ὰέὫ Ὀȟ  3.2.6 
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Where Ὕ denotes the interval of the holding period, and Ὕ is 3, 6, or 12 months. Hence, 

Ὕ ρ shows the last quarter, half-year, or year.  

3.2.2 Preferences, stochastic discount factor, and the environment  

In this part, I propose a new model based on Bansal and Yaron (2004) and Zurek (2007). 

The main reasons for using the long-run risk model are its two ingredients. Initially, the model 

uses the Epstein and Zin recursive preferences. These permit a separation between the 

intertemporal elasticity of substitution (IES) and risk aversion, and both parameters (IES and 

risk aversion) can be greater than 1 at the same time. When the IES is more than one, this 

means that agents require a higher equity risk premium due to their worries about expectations 

for the reduction of economic growth. Furthermore, the model contains two core components, 

a small, persistent, and predicable component in the growth rate component, and fluctuating 

volatility with time-varying economic uncertainty. More specifically, a representative agent 

relies on the Epstein and Zin recursive preferences, which satisfies below,   

 
Ὁ Ὃ‏ Ὑȟ Ὑȟ ρ 

3.2.7 

WhereὋ   denotes the aggregate gross growth rate of consumption. Ὑȟ   and 

Ὑȟ  denote the return on an asset with aggregate consumption as its dividends every period, 

and the asset pricing restriction on any continuous asset return, respectively. ‏ᶰ πȟρ is the 

time discount factor (time-preference). — , where ‎ is the parameter of risk aversion 

(sensitivity) and ‪ is the parameter of the intertemporal elasticity of substitution, which are 

non-negative. So, when ‎  and ‪  are simultaneously greater than 1, —  will be negative. 

When the risk aversion is equal to the reciprocal of the IES (‎ ), this means that — ρ, 

which reflects a standard case of expected utility. In other words, both the indifference 

between agents and the timing of the resolution of uncertainty are reflected. Moreover, when 

the risk aversion is more than the reciprocal of the IES (‎ ), agents prefer an early solution 

to the uncertainty of the consumption path. In contrast, when the risk aversion is less than the 
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reciprocal of the IES (‎  ), agents prefer a late solution to the uncertainty of the 

consumption path. It is vital to build the agentsô preferences into the dynamic asset-pricing 

model, which is based on an underlying assumption. As illustrated by Bansal and Yaron (2004) 

in the long-run risk model, the assumption that ‎ and ‪ are above 1 means that the agent 

prefers an early solution to the uncertainty of the consumption path. According to Lucas 

(1978), in an exchange economy without labour income, aggregate dividends are equal to the 

aggregate consumption of the representative agent. This means that the return on the aggregate 

portfolio corresponds to the return on a claimed aggregate dividend. In fact, consumption 

should not be equal to dividends, since the discrepancy can be generated by labour income. 

Thus, the original long-run risk model separates the aggregate consumption process and the 

aggregate dividend process. However, my model follows Zurek (2007) by focusing on the 

level of the individual security. This is because the assumption of infinitely lived securities 

can reveal the momentum selection mechanism, which is intrinsically consistent with 

aggregate consumption and the equity market.  

Further, the model is solved using approximate analytical solutions, following Campbell 

and Shiller (1988):  

 ὶȟ ‖ ‖ᾀ ᾀ Ὣ  3.2.8 

Where ὶȟ ÌÏÇὙȟ   denotes the return on the claim to aggregate wealth. 

According to Campbell and Shiller (1988) and Bansal and Yaron (2004), ‖ and ‖, as two 

constant parameters, rely on the log price-consumption ratio, ὰέὫ ὖ ὅϳ ᾀ.9 One crucial 

assumption made by Campbell and Shiller (1988) and Zurek (2007) was that there is a 

stationary price-dividend ratio for individual securities. Further, under this assumption, there 

is an approximate expression for the continuously compounded returns that could be seen as 

a linear function of dividend-price ratios and log dividend growth rates. They identified a 

potential problem in that an individual firm could be influenced by the firm life cycle effect, 

 
9 .ŀƴǎŀƭΣ Yƛƪǳ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀǊƻƴ όнллфύ ŀƴŘ ½ǳǊŜƪ όнллтύ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘǿƻ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘǎΣ ‖ Ὡὼὴ ᾀӶ ρ Ὡὼὴ ᾀӶϳ  
ŀƴŘ ‖ ὰέὫρ ὩὼὴᾀӶ ‖ᾀӶΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǇŀǊŀƳŜǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǇǊƛŎŜπŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ Ǌŀǘƛƻƴ ᾀӶΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘƻƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ 
ŦƻǊ ᾀӶ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǎΥ ᾀӶ ὃ ᾀӶ ὃ ᾀӶ„Φ  
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which implies a permanent change in their valuation ratios. Hence, Zurek (2007) pointed out 

that security Ὥ can be seen as a representative security of a company in phase Ὥ of the life 

cycle, as well as being transferred to distinct entities as time goes on from one period of the 

life cycle into others. Thus, it is similar to using the standard approximations for the solution 

of the corresponding total return on security Ὥ, which can be followed below, 

 ὶȟ ‖ȟ ‖ȟᾀȟ ᾀȟ Ὣȟ  3.2.9 

Where ὶȟ ὰέὫὙȟ  denotes the return on equity asset Ὥ. ‖ȟ and ‖ȟ are also 

constants, but different for different securities depending on the log price-dividend ratio for 

the claim on dividends, ὰέὫ ὖ Ὀϳ ᾀȟ.  

The logarithm of the intertemporal marginal rate of substitution (IMRS) based on the 

Epstein and Zin (1989) preferences, can be rewritten to reflect the state variables which define 

the pricing kernel,  

 ά —ὰὲ‏
—

‪
Ὣ — ρὶȟ 

3.2.10 

Further, as shown in Appendix B, innovation in the pricing kernel depends on the 

innovation in the aggregate gross growth rate of consumption Ὣ and innovation in return on 

an asset that delivers aggregate consumption as its dividends each period ὶȟ.  

3.2.3 Long-run risk model in cross-section 

Based on the previous work by Bansal and Yaron (2004) and Zurek (2007), I expand a 

rational equilibrium model that is a long-run risk model. Some supporters of the rational 

market have argued that returns on the momentum portfolio result from exposure to systematic 

risk factors. Further, I built a cross-section of equity securities in the long-run risk model. 

More specifically, the momentum portfolio has time-varying economic uncertainty contained 

in the consumption path and expected returns.  

The long-run risk model can be expressed as below: 
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 ὼ ”ὼ •„Ὡ  3.2.11 

Equation 3.2.11 shows the process of long-run risk transfer, which is an autoregressive 

process (AR(1)). ὼ  denotes a small but persistent predictable component, which refers to 

long-run risk. ”ᶰ ρȟρ controls for the persistence of long-run risk. • π is a scaling 

parameter which identifies the relationship between the volatility of Ὡ  and the aggregate 

volatility process „. Ὡ  is a normal distribution ὔπȟρ and the i.i.d. shock, which is a 

factor that interprets the behaviour of the momentum portfolio on the basis of an expected 

return mechanism. „  is aggregate volatility with time-varying economic uncertainty. It 

implies risk transfer in the future that can acquire risk compensation in the long-term process.  

 Ὣ ‘ ὼ „–  3.2.12 

Equation 3.2.12 describes the consumption growth path. Ὣ  denotes the growth rate 

of log aggregate consumption, which is a logarithm form. ‘ is a constant, and ‘ ὼ is the 

conditional expectation of consumption growth. Here, ὼ , as a persistently varying 

component, captures the long-run risk in the expected consumption growth. –  represents 

purely transitory shocks, with a normal distribution ὔπȟρ and i.i.d. shock.  

 Ὣȟ ‘ ‰ὼ •„όȟ •ȟ„ὺ  3.2.13 

Equation 3.2.13 illustrates the dividend growth path in the equity market, which is linked 

to the aggregate consumption decisions of economic agents. This is because markets can 

provide risk compensation to owners of assets that can be utilised to finance consumption. 

Ὣȟ  denotes the dividend growth rate of the infinitely lived security Ὥ. ‘, as a constant, 

estimates a securityôs average tendency to dividend growth over time. ‰  is the leverage 

parameter of security Ὥ, and the absolute value of ‰ is generally more than one. This implies 

that dividend and consumption growth rates can share the common component ὼ that is 

persistently predictable, adjusted by the leverage parameter ‰, although their correlation is 

imperfect. Abel (1999) also explained that ‰ , as a leverage ratio on the expected 

consumption path implies that a firmôs profits are more sensitive to fluctuating economic 
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uncertainty. Furthermore, the two scaling parameters •  and •ȟ  are non-negative (and 

typically greater than one), which can calibrate the volatility of dividend growth relative to 

aggregate economic volatility. In addition, two shocks όȟ   and ὺ   are normally 

distributed ὔπȟρ  and i.i.d. shocks. More precisely, the independent shock όȟ   can 

capture purely transitory and idiosyncratic shocks to the dividend growth process of the 

security Ὥ. ‡ denotes market uncertainty, which can be idiosyncratic at the market level. 

This means that this shock is independent and uncorrelated with Ὡ   and –  , but 

incorporates a cross-sectional correlation across securities. 

 „ „ ὺ „ „ „ύ  3.2.14 

Equation 3.2.14 shows the process of aggregate volatility with fluctuating economic 

uncertainty. „  denotes the conditional variance of the time-varying economic uncertainty, 

which is the AR(1) process with parameter ὺ that can control the permanence of volatility 

shocks since the fluctuation of economic uncertainty is a long-term process. „ denotes the 

unconditional mean. It implies that the current economic uncertainty has an internal 

relationship between the constant value and past economic volatility. ύ   indicates the 

shock to consumption volatility, which is a normally distributed ὔπȟρ and i.i.d. shock.  

3.2.4 Solution for the model  

According to the solution for my model in Appendix B, the return of security Ὥ in excess 

of its prior period expectation can be expressed as, 

 ὶȟ Ὁ ὶȟ

‍ȟ„ Ὡ •„ όȟ •ȟ„ ὺ

‍ȟ„ύ 

3.2.15 

ὃȟ, ‍ȟ and ‍ȟ can be solved by the model solution in Appendix B. Four different 

sources of shocks can be found - long-run consumption expectations, firm-specific transitory 

volatility, idiosyncratic risk at the market level, and aggregate consumption volatility.  
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Further, the risk premia on asset Ὥ  can be determined by the conditional covariance 

between the return on asset Ὥ and the innovation in the pricing kernel, as below,  

 Ὁ ὶȟ ὶȟ
ρ

ς
ὺὥὶὶȟ

ὧέὺά Ὁ ά ȟὶȟ

Ὁ ὶȟ  

‍ȟ‗ȟ„ ‍ȟ‗ȟ„  

3.2.16 

Where ὶȟ denotes the risk-free rate in time t. ‍ȟ, ‗ȟ, ‍ȟ and ‗ȟ are solved 

by the model solution in Appendix B. Obviously, the equity premium can be determined by 

the two sources of systematic risk - risk in expected consumption growth, and risk in 

consumption volatility. Further, compensation for stochastic volatility risk exposure depends 

on ‗ȟ. The risk premium on each security is time-varying in the economy because of the 

fluctuation of „ . Moreover, ‍ȟ ‖ȟὃȟ• , denotes the consumption beta for each 

security Ὥ . And ‖ȟ  is approximately constant, following Bansal and Yaron (2004). And 

there is a fixed correlation between consumption beta and leverage parameter ‰. Further, 

due to the assumption of time-variance, the risk premium on risk-free assets is time-varied as 

well.  

3.2.5 Measurement of long-run risk component 

Importantly, ὼ, as a state variable, represents the time-series data of the conditional 

mean of real aggregate per capita consumption growth (only the nondurable data and service 

consumption data). Due to the assumption that it is known by the representative agent, it is 

difficult to observe by economists. One main reason for this is that economists fail to obtain 

all the information available to representative agents when they make consumption decisions. 

However, Ὡ, as the innovation to ὼ, can be obtained by the autoregressive model. Thus, I 

estimated the ὼ as ὼ under the homogenous assumption, which implies that the aggregate 

consumption rate volatility is constant („ „). According to Bansal, Dittmar and Lundblad 
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(2005), ὼ can be estimated as below:  

 
ὼ

ρ

ψ
Ὣ

ρ

Ὕ
Ὣ  

3.2.17 

Where Ὕ denotes the length of the whole sample. Obviously, the estimated value, ὼ 

used the trailing eight quarters moving average of the aggregate consumption growth. Thus, 

following Zurek (2007), I suppose that the estimated value is consistent with the actual value 

(ὼ ὼ ). This implies that the true value of long-run risk components with constant 

aggregate consumption growth volatility can be measured by the estimation, ὼ, which leads 

to any measurement errors being ignored. Thus, the innovation to ὼ, ὩǶ can be estimated 

as below if the time-varying economic fluctuation is constant:  

 ‐Ƕ ὼ ”ὼ  3.2.18 

Where ὼ can be estimated as the AR(1) process with the autocorrelation coefficient ”.  

 ὩǶ
ὼ ”ὼ

„
 3.2.19 

Where ὩǶ can be estimated through using the stochastic volatility model10. I assume the 

aggregate economic fluctuation, followed by the stochastic volatility (Bansal and Yaran, 2004). 

This is because the expected realised level of consumption volatility can be forecast by the 

current price/dividend ratio11. Consumption volatility without time-variation means a zero-

slope coefficient on the price-dividend ratio. However, in fact, Bansal, Khatchatrian and Yaron 

(2005) and Bansal and Yaran (2004) have evidenced that information about the persistent 

volatility of economic uncertainty is incorporated into asset prices.  

 
10 L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǎǘƻŎƘǾƻƭέ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ƛƴ w ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ŀȅŜǎƛŀƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘƻŎƘŀǎǘƛŎ Ǿƻƭŀǘƛƭƛǘȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƪƻǾ ŎƘŀƛƴ 

aƻƴǘŜ /ŀǊƭƻ όa/a/ύ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ὩǶΦ  
11 ¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜπŘƛǾƛŘŜƴŘ Ǌŀǘƛƻ ƛǎ ᾀȟ ὃȟ ὃȟὼ ὃȟ„Φ  
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3.2.6 Calibration  

The main aim of the calibration of the present model is to develop its powers of 

theoretical prediction, and to examine and interpret the primary empirical forecasts. In this 

section I will explain and describe the reasons for my calibration, based on the previous 

research. Moreover, it also contributes to providing a reasonable explanation for the long-run 

risk cross-sectional economy. More specifically, I built several fundamental parameters to 

match the annualised aggregate consumption growth, risk-free rate, and market return. Further, 

the constraint of the mean values of the cross-sectional parameters (‘ȟ‰ȟ•ȟ•ȟ) must be 

considered when I match equity market moments. Initially, I calibrated the investment 

preference and economic environment parameters, including risk aversion (‎), I.E.S. (‪) and 

the time discount factor (‏), based on the previous literature. As per Bansal, Kiku and Yaron 

(2007), ‎ and ‪ were set at 10 and 2 respectively. The discount factor ‏ and ” were set 

to 0.9988 and 0.9827, following Zurek (2007).  

The fluctuating economic uncertainty process was calibrated by Bansal and Yaron (2004), 

including the unconditional mean of volatility („ ), and parameter „ , which were set to 

0.0078 and 0.23e-5. Further, based on Zurek (2007), I calibrated the rest of the parameters of 

the volatility of consumption growth like ‘=0.001541, • πȢπσττπτ and ὺ πȢωψχ. 

3.2.7 Simulation design  

The simulation design depends on the consumption growth path of equation 3.2.12 and 

the dividend growth path of equation 3.2.13. Initially, based on the calibration and model 

solution in the Appendix B, the parameters of consumption growth path can be obtained such 

as ὃ, ὃ, ὃ, ‖ and ‖.12 According to the equation 3.2.13, each individual security can 

be determined by the value of the parameters (‘ȟ‰ȟ•ȟ•ȟ ). Further, following the 

assumption made by Zurek (2007), due to infinitely lived securities with time-varying long-

run risk exposure •, they can be seen as representative securities in various phases of the 

 
12 ¢ƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ‖ ŀƴŘ ‖ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ᾀӶ ὃ ᾀӶΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ½ǳǊŜƪ όнллтύΦ  
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life cycle. Further, there are changes in identification when the securities move from one phase 

into others. I assumed the existence of five basic types of securities in the market. The 

characteristics of each fundamental type were based on the calibrated cross-sectional 

coefficients (i.e. ‘ȟ‰ȟ•ȟ•ȟ). Initially, all securities were different even within the same 

type via specific realisations of όȟ  shocks. Calibrated average dividend growth (‘ ) 

followed a monotonic increase trend from type1 to type5. Thus, type1 had a small average 

dividend growth or even a negative growth, and type5 had a large average dividend growth. 

The value of the long-run risk consumption beta (‰) followed by the monotonic increase 

from type1 to type5, matched the same pattern of unconditional dividend growth. Further, • 

followed a U-shape pattern from type1 to type5. •ȟ also followed a monotonic increase 

from type1 to type5. These attempts to match the empirical evidence of a U-shaped pattern in 

regression residuals followed the method used by Zurek (2007).  

On the other hand, the non-linearised equation of the model means the price/dividend 

ratio ᾀȟ depends on the intercept ὃȟ, the coefficient of ὼ, ὃȟ, and the coefficient of „, 

ὃȟ, which is solved in Appendix B. The value of ‖ȟ is approximately one.13 Following the 

dividend growth path in equation 3.13, I simulated the dividend growth in each security with 

five securities types, given the shock όȟ  and ὺ . Further, the price/dividend ratio were 

simulated through the process of ὼ and „. Finally, the monthly simulated series of total 

returns with dividend and capital gains were generated for each security, which can be 

expressed as follows: 

 ίὶȟȟ ÅØÐÌÏÇρ ÅØÐᾀȟ ᾀȟ Ὣȟ ρ 

ίὶȟȟ ÅØÐᾀȟ ᾀȟ Ὣȟ ρ 

3.2.20 

Where ίὶȟȟ denotes the total return with dividend, ίὶȟȟ denotes capital gains, which 

means returns without dividend. Moreover, total return was used to produce a momentum 

portfolio that ranks all the securities from the lowest to the highest return, and allocates them 

 
13 ¢ƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ὃȟΣ ὃȟΣ ὃȟΣ ‖ȟ ŀƴŘ ‖ȟ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ᾀӶ ὃȟ ᾀӶΦ  
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into the five different momentum portfolios.  

 

3.3 Results and findings 

3.3.1 Findings and discussion of the empirical evidence  

3.3.1.1 Results for the momentum portfolios 

In this part, I report the empirical evidence arising from the different momentum trading 

strategies. Further, I examine the arithmetic mean returns, logarithmic dividend growth, and 

logarithmic valuation ratios based on the three dimensions of mean, standard deviation, and 

autocorrelation. According to Tables C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, and C1.4, there are many similar 

findings under the different momentum trading strategies. For example, under momentum 

trading strategy 6*3 (Table C1.1), there is a monotonic increase in returns and dividends from 

the loser portfolio to the winner portfolio. More specifically, the arithmetic average return in 

the loser portfolio (P1) is 1.16%, and in the winner portfolio (P5) it is 2.84% in the full sample. 

This finding implies a significant momentum effect due to positive returns on the momentum 

portfolio (1.68%) from 1970 to 2018, which makes it substantially profitable. Moreover, the 

standard deviation of the return from P1 to P5 follows a U-shape pattern, as well as lower 

autocorrelations in each portfolio. This means there is high volatility in both the loser portfolio 

and the winner portfolio. In addition, there is a monotonic rise in dividend growth from close 

to zero in P1 to 0.018 in P5. This can be explained with reference to Zurek (2007) in that 

although the constant dividend growth rate in the winner portfolio is claimed over time, the 

extent of the dividend rises due to the increasing amount of investment by capital gains. Thus, 

there is a higher average dividend growth rate in the winner portfolio than in the loser portfolio. 

On the other hand, the level of dividend may be lower in the loser portfolio due to a decreasing 

amount of investment by capital gains even given the fixed growth rate. This is a potential 

explanation for why there is a lower dividend growth rate in the loser portfolio. Furthermore, 
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there is a similar U-shape pattern in the standard deviation of dividend growth from P1 to P5. 

The autocorrelation of dividend growth is high since the seasonally adjusted dividend uses the 

trailing 12-month moving average. As discussed in Chapter 4.3, this approach was taken to 

eliminate the seasonal effect. However, there is a potential problem that leads to the extremely 

smooth transition of a variable. Additionally, the mean and standard deviation of log valuation 

ratio also illustrated a U-shaped mode, which implies the highest value in the loser portfolio 

and the winner portfolio. A reasonable interpretation of this is the low dividend growth in the 

loser portfolio and the high capital gains in the winner portfolio. Further, there is quite a high 

autocorrelation in the valuation ratio.  

Tables C1.2, C1.3, and C1.4 show quite similar results compared with Table C1.1. 

Initially, the arithmetic mean returns maintain the monotonic increases in these four 

investment strategies from P1 to P5. Additionally, compared with table C1.1 and C1.2, I found 

that given the constant ranking period, portfolios with longer holding periods have higher 

returns, which is consistent with tables C1.3 and C1.4. However, in the long run, comparing 

the 2.48%14 of momentum return for the three months holding period with the 3.83%15 of 

momentum for the twelve months holding period, it seems that the extent of the momentum 

effect is reduced with the longer formation period. In other words, the strength of the 

momentum strategy has a downward trend, which is consistent with the long reversals. 

Simultaneously, there is the same U-shaped mode in the standard deviation of returns in each 

of the momentum investment strategies. On the other hand, the log dividend growth in each 

strategy has a significant monotonic increase as well. Likewise, there is a higher dividend 

growth by the trading strategy with a longer holding period. For example, averagely dividend 

growth of each portfolio in momentum strategy 6*6 is quite higher than that of momentum 

strategy 6*3. Likewise, the U-shaped pattern is illustrated by the standard deviation of 

dividend growth. At the same time, the valuation ratio decreases when a momentum 

investment strategy has a longer holding period. The main reason for this is the decreasing 

 
14 Lƴ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ мнϝоΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ όtрύ Ƴƛƴǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ƭƻǎŜǊ 
ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ όtмύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ оΦно҈πлΦтр҈ҐнΦпу҈Φ  
15 Lƴ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ мнϝсΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ όtрύ Ƴƛƴǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ƭƻǎŜǊ 
ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ όtмύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ сΦом҈πнΦпу҈ҐоΦуо҈Φ 
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strength of the momentum effect.  

3.3.1.2 Results for time-varying risk exposure  

In equation 3.13, I estimate the unconditional dividend growth processes for different 

portfolios ὴ . This is in order to examine my hypothesis that the winner (loser) portfolio 

obtaining a higher profit depends on higher (lower) risk exposure. Simply, it shows a higher 

return at a higher risk. This is mainly because, with a longer ranking period, stocks with low 

expected returns (holding a low beta) are unlikely to perform as well as stocks with high 

expected returns (holding a high beta). As a result, the winner portfolio will hold fewer stocks 

with a low beta due to lower expectations. Thus, an unconditional portfolio beta can be 

estimated to use the average security beta in each portfolio. Therefore, the unconditional 

dividend growth processes can be shown as, 

 Ὣȟ ‘ ‰ὼ Ὡὶὶέὶȟ 3.3.1 

Where ‰ is the unconditional average beta for each portfolio ὴ (ὴ ρȟςȟσȟτȟυ). Ὕ 

denotes the quarterly data with non-overlapping generation. I reported the results of the 

regression, which are described in Table 2.1, Table 2.2, Table 2.3, and Table 2.4. Here, I will 

explain the results of Table 2.1 as an example. Initially, ‰ , as the slope of this linear 

regression, demonstrates a monotonic rise from -6.103 in P1 to 8.744 in P5. The main reason 

for the monotonic increase of the beta is the momentum selection mechanism, which means 

that the winner (loser) portfolio has a high (low) average beta due to the high (low) expected 

return. Further, there is an increase in the beta coefficient when the security moves from the 

loser portfolio to the winner portfolio. Moreover, the intercept also shows a monotonic 

increase from P1 to P5. Moreover, there is a U-shaped pattern of average betaôs standard 

deviation, which means significant fluctuations in the loser and winner portfolios. A 

reasonable explanation for this is the comparatively small observation in my full sample 

because of adopting quarterly data. The adjusted R-squared is quite small, which implies that 

the unexplained variance (non-model risk) plays an essential role. Eventually, there is a similar 

U-shaped mode regarding the regression residual from P1 to P5. These findings are consistent 
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with Zurek (2007).  

Further, tables C2.2, C2.3, and C2.4 expand the results of my regression. Similarly, there 

is a monotonic increase in intercept and average beta (consumption beta) from P1 to P5 in 

each momentum strategy, and a U-shaped mode of standard deviation of intercept and average 

beta and residual error. Furthermore, the sensitivity of the average beta is higher, and the 

volatility of the consumption beta and intercept is intense when the holding period is longer. 

A reasonable explanation for this is that there is an increase in risk or uncertainty when the 

holding period is longer. Moreover, the winner portfolio with the longer ranking period has a 

low beta, which means that the momentum selection mechanism is more effective in the short 

term and has a weaker performance in the long run. Additionally, there is a much larger 

residual error in each portfolio when the holding period is longer.  

I regressed the time-varying equation with the homoscedasticity of shocks to test the 

impact of the long-run risk consumption beta, which can be shown as below:  

 Ὣȟ ‘ȟ ‰ ȟὼ ‰ ȟ ὼ ‐zǶ Ὡὶὶέὶȟȟ 3.3.2 

Where ‘ȟ is the intercept, ‰ ȟ is the average long-run risk consumption beta, and 

‰ ȟ  is the conditional impact between consumption growth ὼ   and the realisation of 

long-run risk component ‐Ƕ . According to Zurek (2007), risk exposures for momentum 

portfolios rely on the cumulative realisation of the long-run risk component ‐Ƕ   in the 

ranking period. The estimated value, ‐Ƕ , depends on the duration of the ranking period. An 

example of a momentum strategy with a 6 month (2 quarter) formation period can be followed 

as,  

 ‰ ‰ ȟ ‰ ȟᶻ‐ ‐  3.3.3 

Thus, ‰ ȟ can measure the realisation of long-run risk components in each portfolio. 

Theoretically, the winner portfolio with the positive ‰ ȟ, holds the high portfolio beta and 

the negative ‰ ȟ , shows the low portfolio beta. In contrast, the loser portfolio with the 
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negative ‰ ȟ, holds the high portfolio beta and the positive ‰ ȟ, shows the low portfolio 

beta. The parameter ‰ ȟ denotes the average beta, which is similar to the ‰ in equation 

3.3.3.  

Table C3 reports the consumption beta which is conditional on the long-run risk 

component in different momentum strategies. According to equation 3.3.2, the regression 

shows the dividend growth rate in each portfolioôs effect on the aggregate consumption growth 

rate with time variation, and its interaction with the long-run risk component. In table C3.1, 

there is a monotonic increase in average beta from P1 to P5. To a large extent, this maintains 

the consistency of the average beta (see equation 3.3.2) due to the approximate value. Besides, 

the standard deviation of the average beta is similar to the previous results of the consumption 

beta in Table C2.1. More importantly, the long-run risk beta also exhibited reliable explanatory 

power for a different portfolio. Likewise, a monotonic relation was observed in relation to the 

long-run risk beta from the loser portfolio to the winner portfolio, as well as a U-sharped 

pattern in the standard deviation. Further, the adjusted R-squared dramatically increased 

compared with equation 3.3.3, which implies that the new equation with conditional 

information has a significant explanatory impact. To a large extent, the predictability of the 

model is also supported by the consumption beta with time-variance and constant aggregate 

volatility. Further, when combined with table C3.2 with the same ranking period, it can be 

seen that the levels of average beta and long-run risk beta are higher than in table C3.1. This 

means that the winner with the longer holding period expects higher momentum returns due 

to the higher uncertainty in the future. Similarly, portfolios with longer formation periods have 

a low long-run risk beta. Furthermore, table C3.3 demonstrates that the level of consumption 

beta and long-run risk beta are lower in the longer formation period than in table C3.1. This 

means that the momentum portfolio is expected to have a high value in the short-run since the 

short formation period captures more volatility, which is consistent when comparing table 

C3.2 for momentum trading strategy 6*6 with table C3.4 for momentum trading strategy 12*6.  

Table C4.1 which follows equation 3.2.18 shows a consumption beta conditional on the 

long-run risk component with time-varying aggregate economic fluctuations in various 
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momentum strategies. More specifically, I added the aggregate fluctuations in economic 

volatility with time-variance. Thus, the regression with time-varying aggregate economic 

fluctuation can be expressed as:   

 Ὣȟ ‘ ȟ ‰ ȟὼ ‰ ȟ ὼ ὩzǶ

Ὡὶὶέὶȟȟ 

ὩǶ
ὼ ”ὼ

„

‐Ƕ

„
 

„ „ ὺ „ „ „ύ  

3.3.4 

Where, I assume the aggregate economic fluctuation followed by the stochastic volatility 

(Bansal and Yaran, 2004). As a result, the new equation with conditional impact has strong 

explanatory power in relation to the portfolio level long-run risk consumption beta, with 

fluctuating economic uncertainty. More specifically, there is a similar monotonic increase in 

average beta and consumption beta from P1 to P5, as well as the same U-shaped standard 

deviation pattern. Further, the value of average beta is quite similar between regressions with 

constant aggregate economic volatility and with fluctuating economic uncertainty. However, 

in terms of the long-run rusk beta, table C4.1 shows a higher level than table C3.1. This means 

that the long-run risk beta with fluctuating economic uncertainty has a higher requirement for 

expected momentum returns when the momentum selection mechanism discriminates 

between stocks with high or low expected returns. Moreover, the adjusted R-squared is 

basically consistent with constant consumption volatility regression, and is sometimes better 

than that. Although the residual standard errors are slightly higher than the regression with 

constant consumption volatility, these results appear in the forecast of the model regarding 

consumption betas with time-varying consumption volatility at the portfolio level. Further, 

tables C4.2, C4.3, and C4.4 expand the findings reported in Table C4.1. There are some 

common findings regarding the different durations of the formation and holding periods. More 

precisely, there is a higher level of average beta and long-run risk beta with longer holding 

periods. Again, the expected return on the winner portfolio is high with the longer holding 

period, because of the increased uncertainty with a longer duration. Similarly, the portfolio 
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level with the longer formation period has a lower long-run risk beta. In conclusion, the results 

of the model with time-varying aggregate economic fluctuations are typically consistent with 

the model with constant consumption volatility.  

In Tables C5.1, C5.2, C5.3, and C5.4, I report the predictability of momentum investment 

strategies based on the positive and negative realisation of the long-run risk component with 

time-varying economic fluctuations in the ranking period. For example, in table C5.1, the 

average momentum return following a positive realisation of the long-run risk component is 

2.6%16, and the negative realisation of the long-run risk component is 0.5%. Further, 

following the positive realisation of the long-run risk component, the standard deviation is 

lower. This is because the momentum investment strategy is determined to take a long position 

in the winner portfolio and a short position in the loser portfolio, which means a fairly high 

level of idiosyncratic (unsystematic) risk. Thus, following the negative realisation of the long-

run risk factor, a momentum strategy that is a long winner portfolio and short loser portfolio, 

holds a portfolio with a lower average long-run risk beta, leading to lower systematic risk. 

Thus, the source of the high volatility following the negative realisation of long-run risk is 

idiosyncratic risk (unsystematic risk). Therefore, when the realisation is negative, there is a 

rising beta in the winner portfolio and a falling beta in the loser portfolio, which narrows the 

beta gap, and further lowers long-run consumption risk. Furthermore, the t-value shows 

statistical significance based on the null hypothesis of mean zero return at the 1% significance 

level following the positive realisation of the long-run risk component, but fails following the 

positive realisation of the long-run risk component. These findings are consistent with tables 

C5.2, C5.3 and C5.4 for the different momentum trading strategies.  

3.3.2 Findings and discussion of the model solution and simulation 

results  

Table C6.1 concludes the calibration in each type of security. Following table C6.1, the 

results of the model solution and expected return implications in tables C6.2 and C6.3 are 

 
16 ¢ƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ όtрύ Ƴƛƴǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎŜǊ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ όtмύΦ  
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shown. ὃȟ  has a U-shaped pattern and there is a monotonic increase in ὃȟ  and a 

monotonic decrease in ὃȟ from Type1 to Type5. Moreover, expected returns also have a 

monotonic increase from Type1 to Type5, as does the risk premium, which is consistent with 

the empirical evidence. In addition, the valuation ratio follows a U-shaped pattern.  

Table C7.1 shows simulated return, dividend, and valuation results for momentum 

trading strategy 6*3. Given its different calibration for the different type of securities, the 

model can explain the comparative observed momentum profits. This is because there is a 

reasonable and acceptable difference in terms of expected returns for different individual 

securities. Due to the universality and size of the momentum effects, there is no single source 

of risk that accounts for this effect. Hence, in my model, I placed the overall five risks to 

explain the momentum effects, which is a reasonable and feasible approach. As a result, there 

is a monotonic increase in average return, which generates a significant momentum effect. In 

addition, the model can match the U-shaped standard deviation and negative autocorrelation 

in the loser portfolio and the positive autocorrelation in the winner portfolio, and the 

autocorrelation is insignificant. Further, there is a rising dividend growth rate from P1 to P5, 

and the U-shaped standard deviation is similar to the empirical evidence. In addition, the 

approximate magnitude of the valuation ratio is a little more than the empirical evidence on 

the same momentum strategy, as is the U-shaped standard deviation for the valuation ratio. 

On the other hand, from the results of the simulation, based on the different momentum 

strategies in Tables 7.2, 7.3 and 7.4 it can be seen that given the constant ranking period, 

portfolios with longer holding periods have higher returns and a higher standard deviation. At 

the same time, the standard deviation of the return is higher when the holding period is longer. 

Then, the log dividend growth in each strategy also has a significant monotonic increase in 

the different simulated momentum strategies. Likewise, there is higher dividend growth in 

trading strategies with longer holding periods. On the other hand, given the same holding 

period, winner and loser portfolio returns are higher when the formation period is longer.  

Moreover, the magnitudes of simulated momentum effects reduced with longer 

formation periods, and the same U-shaped mode of standard deviation of returns is present 
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for each of the simulated momentum investment strategies, which is consistent with the 

empirical evidence.  
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Chapter 4.0 Conclusion 

Momentum effects, as a common phenomenon in the financial market, have been widely 

and systematically explored. The present thesis can be divided into two dimensions: it has 

explored the dynamics of momentum effects in the two-regime switching model, and the 

momentum effect in the long-run risk model. As such, the thesis makes many contributions 

based on the work presented in both main chapters. In the first, I examined the momentum 

effects in the UK and US markets from 1980 to 2018. Further, I compared the UK and US 

markets, and found that the results of momentum returns in the UK market are more 

significant than in the US market in the total of 16 momentum trading strategies. Further, 

performance dependability in the UK market is higher than in the US market in all momentum 

trading strategies. In addition, compared to the 16 different momentum trading strategies, I 

found potential evidence of the reversal effect in the long run. When the holding period is 12 

months, there is a reduction in momentum returns, compared with the shorter holding period. 

Furthermore, the results of the Bayesian estimation verified the relationship between 

momentum return and four variables (i.e. domestic market volatility, ranking period return 

and foreign market volatility). Importantly, I found that a transition threshold parameter does 

exist to switch between the momentum regime and the reversal regime. When market 

volatility is above or below the threshold parameter, changes occur in the regime. Particularly, 

the reasonable cause that the study did not use the VIX to measure the market volatility is that 

the VIX index is asymmetrical for market volatility, meaning that it responds much more when 

market price decrease than when they increase. Thus, the study used the realised market 

volatility. In addition, I also developed Caoôs threshold model. Through adding foreign market 

volatility, I found that momentum returns in the UK and US markets have a significant positive 

effect on the average momentum return and foreign market risk, as well as a negative effect 

on the return in the ranking period and domestic market risk in the momentum regime. 

However, the results for the US market are insignificant when compared with the UK market 

in the reversal regime. This indirectly indicates that the US market has a significant impact on 

the UK market.  
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In the second section, based on the long-run risk model by Basal and Yaron (2004), I 

explained the reason for the momentum portfoliosô returns with fluctuating economic 

uncertainty. Further, I developed the cross-sectional model at the level of individual security 

by Zurek (2007). I added the assumption of fluctuating economic volatility and hence allowed 

for economic uncertainty to have an effect on the aggregate consumption and dividend growth 

of individual securities. Theoretically, my model identifies a more significant explanation for 

momentum returns. Specifically, I found that with fluctuating economic uncertainty, there is 

a monotonic increase between conditional consumption risk and momentum returns from the 

loser portfolio to the winner portfolio, a finding which is consistent with Zurek (2007). 

However, consumption beta is higher, which means there are more sensitivities between the 

growth dividend of individual securities and the consumption growth path with fluctuating 

economic uncertainty. Further, I reported that all five momentum portfolios have time 

variations in long-run risk and expected return, which is consistent with the model-implied 

component structure of momentum returns. The time-variance may be driven by the 

realisation of long-run risk factors and the aggregate consumption growth volatility in the 

ranking period. Furthermore, I operated the cross-sectional model at the level of individual 

security and then endogenously produced the return, dividend growth and valuation ratio at 

the portfolio level. Thus, my model matches portfolio return, dividend growth, and valuation 

ratio at the portfolio level in the simulation. Overall, my model is practical and realistic, and 

the results are close to the actual ones, thus explaining momentum returns effectively in each 

portfolio and matching aggregate consumption growth dynamics and equity premium well.  

I suggest future research following on from the first chapter here. Firstly, the model could 

be tested using different financial data in different countries or financial markets. Thus, the 

robust power of my model could be verified in the future. Moreover, a weak significant effect 

in the reversal regime is observed here among several variables. Thus, future research could 

be based on identifying the correlation of factors in the reversal regime. Based on the long-

run risk model of cross-sectional dynamics at the security level, there are several potential 

research directions. Currently, the long-run risk model only has empirical evidence for the US 

market. Thus, the model could also be applied to other stock markets, to test its robustness 
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and power.
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Appendix A 

 
3M 6M 9M 12M 

3M 0.021  0.047  0.066  0.075  

t-value 2.931  3.269  3.725  3.354  

6M 0.025  0.055  0.072  0.067  

t-value 2.609  2.244  2.394  1.804  

9M 0.026  0.053  0.056  0.048  

t-value 2.652  2.168  1.589  1.022  

12M 0.019  0.032  0.028  0.013  

t-value 1.814  1.200  0.756  0.268  

Table A1.1- Different momentum portfolio returns in terms of holding returns in the UK market: 

full sample 1980-2018  
3M 6M 9M 12M 

3M 0.009  0.019  0.039  0.040  

t-value 2.041  1.978  2.855  2.164  

6M 0.011  0.029  0.041  0.029  

t-value 1.779  1.822  1.599  0.932  

9M 0.014  0.025  0.027  0.013  

t-value 1.882  1.258  0.884  0.366  

12M 0.011  0.015  0.011  0.000  

t-value 1.281  0.695  0.350  0.006  

Table A1.2- Different momentum portfolio returns in terms of holding returns in the US market: 

full sample 1980-2018 

 

These table report the returns of the different momentum strategies (winner minus loser portfoliosô 

returns) in the US stock market (based on NYSE, AMEX and NASDQ) and the UK stock market (based 

on LSPD). Return is defined here as the geometric average monthly return as a percentage. The monthly 

sample was collected from 1980 to 2018. The momentum trading strategy J*K was implemented by ranking 

all stocks in descending order based on the past return from t-J to t-1. The first column shows the formation 

period, and the first row shows the holding period. The momentum portfolio (buy past winner and sell past 

loser) is held from t+1 to t+K, skipping month t. Thus, the formation and holding periods used four different 

horizons, such as 3, 6, 9 and 12. A total of 16 momentum trading strategies were adopted to compute the 

average monthly holding return. A two-tailed test was required for heteroscedasticity and autocorrelation 

of consistent standard error based on Newey-West with one lag. The t values that test the significance of 

momentum return are reported below for each momentum trading strategy, which corresponds to the 

significance level of critical value at 1% (2.576), 5% (1.96) and 10% (1.645).   
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3M 6M 9M 12M 

3M 0.675  0.693  0.701  0.674  

6M 0.736  0.745  0.714  0.693  

9M 0.755  0.759  0.711  0.660  

12M 0.745  0.723  0.684  0.626  

 

Table A2.1- Performance dependability of different momentum trading strategies in the UK 

market 

 

  
3M 6M 9M 12M 

3M 0.593  0.604  0.622  0.632  

6M 0.644  0.672  0.651  0.633  

9M 0.705  0.691  0.651  0.638  

12M 0.668  0.634  0.620  0.608  

 

Table A2.2- Performance dependability of different momentum trading strategies in the US 

market 
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3M 6M 9M 12M 

3M_Loser -0.016  -0.029  -0.028  -0.015  

t-value -0.358  -0.432  -0.712  -0.379  

3M_Winner 0.100  0.096  0.089  0.086  

t-value 3.729  2.376  3.443  3.902  

6M_Loser -0.011  -0.028  -0.024  -0.005  

t-value -0.215  -0.381  -0.495  -0.107  

6M_Winner 0.130  0.121  0.108  0.094  

t-value 5.031  2.527  4.004  3.613  

9M_Loser -0.010  -0.020  -0.011  0.007  

t-value -0.188  -0.270  -0.205  0.134  

9M_Winner 0.134  0.124  0.100  0.084  

t-value 5.538  2.599  3.737  3.210  

12M_Loser 0.013  0.006  0.013  0.024  

t-value 0.240  0.072  0.237  0.460  

12M_Winner 0.128  0.106  0.083  0.070  

t-value 5.827  2.111  3.099  2.798  

 

Table A3.1- Annualised market-adjusted returns of winner and loser portfolios based on the 

different momentum trading strategies in the holding period in the UK market: full sample 

1980-2018 

 

This table reports the returns from different momentum strategies for the winner and loser portfolios in 

the US stock market (based on NYSE, AMEX and NASDQ) and the UK stock market (based on LSPD). 

Return is defined here as the geometric average monthly return as a percentage. The monthly sample was 

collected from 1979 to 2018. The momentum trading strategy J*K was implemented by ranking all stocks 

in descending order based on the past return from t-J to t-1. The first column shows the formation period, 

and the first row shows the holding period. The winner portfolio and loser portfolio (buy past winner and 

sell past loser) are held from t+1 to t+K, skipping month t. Thus, the formation and holding periods used 

four different horizons, 3, 6, 9 and 12. A total of 16 momentum trading strategies were adopted to compute 

the average monthly holding return. A two-tailed test was required for heteroscedasticity and autocorrelation 

of consistent standard error based on Newey-West with one lag. The t values that test the significance of 

momentum return are reported below for each momentum trading strategy, which corresponds to the 

significance level of critical value at 1% (2.576), 5% (1.96) and 10% (1.645).  

 

 

 
 

3M 6M 9M 12M 
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3M_Loser 0.045  0.035  0.019  0.025  

t-value 2.103  1.274  0.978  1.341  

3M_Winner 0.077  0.073  0.069  0.061  

t-value 4.072  4.398  4.531  4.151  

6M_Loser 0.053  0.037  0.028  0.039  

t-value 1.874  1.008  1.144  1.746  

6M_Winner 0.098  0.094  0.080  0.066  

t-value 5.175  4.917  5.127  4.632  

9M_Loser 0.049  0.046  0.044  0.054  

t-value 1.472  1.109  1.692  2.247  

9M_Winner 0.103  0.091  0.075  0.066  

t-value 5.399  4.320  5.042  4.624  

12M_Loser 0.062  0.060  0.057  0.062  

t-value 1.818  1.412  1.986  2.341  

12M_Winner 0.093  0.083  0.068  0.062  

t-value 4.867  3.887  4.411  4.071  

Table A3.2- Annualised market-adjusted returns of winner and loser portfolios based on the 

different momentum trading strategies in the holding period in the US market: full sample 

1980-2018 

 

This table reports the returns from different momentum strategies for winner and loser portfolios in the 

US stock market (based on NYSE, AMEX and NASDQ) and the UK stock market (based on LSPD). Return 

is defined here as the geometric average monthly return as a percentage. A monthly sample was collected 

from 1979 to 2018. The momentum trading strategy J*K was implemented by ranking all stocks in 

descending order based on the past return from t-J to t-1. The first column shows the formation period, and 

the first row shows the holding period. The winner portfolio and loser portfolio (buy past winner and sell 

past loser) are held from t+1 to t+K, skipping month t. Thus, the formation and holding periods used four 

different four horizons, 3, 6, 9 and 12. A total of 16 momentum trading strategies were adopted to compute 

the average monthly holding return. A two-tailed test was required for heteroscedasticity and autocorrelation 

of consistent standard error based on Newey-West with one lag. The t values that tested the significance of 

momentum return are reported below for each momentum trading strategy, which corresponds to the 

significance level of critical value at 1% (2.576), 5% (1.96) and 10% (1.645).  
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Figure A4.1- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (3*3) in the US and UK 

market 

 

 

Figure A4.2- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (3*6) in the US and UK 

market 
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Figure A4.3- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (3*9) in the US and UK 

market 

 

Figure A4.4- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (3*12) in the US and UK 

market 
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Figure A4.5- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (6*3) in the US and UK 

market 

 

Figure A4.6- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (6*6) in the US and UK 

market 
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Figure A4.7- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (6*9) in the US and UK 

market 

 

Figure A4.8- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (6*12) in the US and UK 

market 
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Figure A4.9- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (9*3) in the US and UK 

market 

 

 Figure A4.10- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (9*6) in the US and UK 

market 
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Figure 4.11- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (9*9) in the US and UK 

market 

 

Figure A4.12- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (9*12) in the US and UK 

market 
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Figure A4.13- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (12*3) in the US and UK 

market 

 

Figure A4.14- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (12*6) in the US and UK 

market 
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Figure A4.15- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (12*9) in the US and UK 

market 

 

Figure A4.16- Profitability of the momentum investment strategies (12*12) in the US and UK 

market 
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Figure A5.1- Market Volatility during the ranking period of 3 months 

Figure A5.1 shows market volatility in the US stock market and the UK stock market during 

the ranking period of 3 months. The red line shows the US stock market, and the blue line 

shows the UK stock market from 1979 to 2018.    
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Figure A5.2- Market Volatility during the ranking period of 6 months 

Figure A5.2 shows market volatility in the US stock market and the UK stock market during 

the ranking period of 6 months. The red line shows the US stock market, and the blue line 

shows the UK stock market from 1979 to 2018. 
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Figure A5.3- Market Volatility during the ranking period of 9 months 

Figure A5.3 shows market volatility in the US stock market and the UK stock market during 

the ranking period of 9 months. The red line shows the US stock market, and the blue line 

shows the UK stock market from 1979 to 2018. 
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Figure A5.4- Market Volatility during the ranking period of 12 months 

Figure A5.4 shows market volatility in the US stock market and the UK stock market during 

the ranking period of 12 months. The red line shows the US stock market, and the blue line 

shows the UK stock market from 1979 to 2018. 
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Figure A6.1 ï Ranking returns during the ranking period of 3 months  
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Figure A6.2 ï Ranking returns during the ranking period of 6 months  
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Figure A6.3 ï Ranking returns during the ranking period of 9 months  
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Figure A6.4 ï Ranking returns during the ranking period of 12 months  
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Figure A7.1 ï Relationship between returns in the ranking period and the holding period when 

the ranking period is 3 months  
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Figure A7.2 ï Relationship between returns in the ranking period and the holding period when 

the ranking period is 6 months  
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Figure A7.3 ï Relationship between returns in the ranking period and the holding period when 

the ranking period is 9 months  
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Figure A7.4 ï Relationship between returns in the ranking period and the holding period when 

the ranking period is 12 months  
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Figure A8.1 ï Relationship between domestic market volatility and momentum returns when 

the ranking period is 3 months  
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Figure A8.2 ï Relationship between domestic market volatility and momentum returns when 

the ranking period is 6 months  
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Figure A8.3 ï Relationship between domestic market volatility and momentum returns when 

the ranking period is 9 months  
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Figure A8.4 ï Relationship between domestic market volatility and momentum returns when 

the ranking period is 12 months  
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Alpha U.K.    U.S.    

 3 6 9 12 3 6 9 12 

3 0.05 0.11 0.15 0.17 0.021 0.05 0.078 0.085 

6 0.08 0.17 0.21 0.22 0.037 0.08 0.1 0.1 

9 0.085 0.17 0.2 0.2 0.044 0.078 0.094 0.085 

12 0.079 0.15 0.17 0.17 0.035 0.063 0.067 0.059 

 

 

Beta U.K.    U.S.    

 3 6 9 12 3 6 9 12 

3 -0.53 -1.20 -1.60 -2.00 -0.31 -0.73 -0.96 -1.10 

6 -1.1 -2.3 -2.9 -3.2 -0.6 -1.2 -1.6 -1.9 

9 -1.2 -2.5 -3.3 -3.4 -0.72 -1.3 -1.7 -1.9 

12 -1.3 -2.6 -3.4 -3.6 -0.69 -1.3 -1.6 -1.7 

 

Figure A8.5- Summary of value of alpha and beta for relationship between domestic market 

volatility and momentum returns 
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Figure A9.1 ï Relationship between foreign market volatility and momentum returns when the 

ranking period is 3 months  
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Figure A9.2 ï Relationship between foreign market volatility and momentum returns when the 

ranking period is 6 months  
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Figure A9.3 ï Relationship between foreign market volatility and momentum returns when the 

ranking period is 9 months  
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Figure A9.4 ï Relationship between foreign market volatility and momentum returns when the 

ranking period is 12 months  

 

 

  



Appendix 

 

ммс 
 

 

Alpha U.K.    U.S.    

 3 6 9 12 3 6 9 12 

3 0.045 0.098 0.13 0.15 0.024 0.056 0.086 0.095 

6 0.069 0.14 0.17 0.18 0.043 0.094 0.12 0.13 

9 0.072 0.14 0.16 0.15 0.052 0.096 0.12 0.11 

12 0.064 0.11 0.13 0.12 0.044 0.081 0.089 0.086 

 

Beta U.K.    U.S.    

 3 6 9 12 3 6 9 12 

3 -0.38 -0.89 -1.1 -1.3 -0.4 -0.94 -1.2 -1.5 

6 -0.8 -1.6 -1.9 -2.1 -0.8 -1.7 -2.2 -2.6 

9 -0.84 -1.7 -2.0 -2.1 -0.98 -1.9 -2.5 -2.6 

12 -0.85 -1.7 -2.0 -2.1 -0.96 -1.9 -2.2 -2.5 

 

Figure A9.5- Summary of value of alpha and beta for relationship between foreign market 

volatility and momentum returns 
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Figure A10.1-Posterior probability distribution of parameters Alpha, Beta, Gamma and Theta 

in the two-regime switching model during the 3 months ranking period in the US market.  

 

 












































































