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Summary  

HVDC systems are increasingly being integrated in electric power systems and 

one of the main challenges to address relates to outdoor insulation. This thesis 

provides five main contributions with focus on composite insulators. First, an 

extensive literature review examines the state of the art of relevant research 

topics: the need of corona rings in HVDC systems; the influence of non-soluble 

deposit type on the hydrophobicity recovery; the effect of non-uniform 

hydrophobicity on flashover voltage; DC pollution severities; optimal creepage 

design at different severities; and the influence of wind speed on pollution 

accumulation. Secondly, the HVDC analytical and laboratory characterisation of 

heavily polluted insulators was performed between 121 and 252 kV. The test 

results confirmed that the insulators oriented horizontally performed better 

than vertically, which was attributed to the differences in the arc propagation and 

in the convection heat direction. Thirdly, new laboratory data was obtained for 

switching impulse (SI) in the range of 168 to 345 kV and for SI superimposed on 

a direct voltage of 16 kV. As a conclusion, in most conditions, the HVDC pre-

energisation has a negative impact on the flashover performance. Then, with the 

acquired knowledge and using IEC and CIGRE insulation selection and 

dimensioning recommendations, proposals to convert three existing UK HVAC 

towers lines to HVDC operation have been designed between 170 and 500 kV, 

considering heavy and extremely severe pollution. The results show an increase 

of 1.6 to 2.9 times in power transfer. It was also confirmed that a few 

nanoamperes leakage current is sufficient to satisfy the electric field distribution 

requirements without the use of corona rings. Lastly, a laboratory wind tunnel 

was built to investigate the insulator pollution accumulation, with the option of 

HVDC energisation. Promising initial test results were obtained, and future work  

has been suggested. 
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journal. The method used for the existing overhead line conversion to HVDC has 

been published in a paper and presented at the International Symposium on High 

Voltage Engineering (ISH) in 2019, in Budapest, Hungary. However, in this thesis, 
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with a higher degree of confidence. Also, recommendations on finite element 

simulations for overhead lines are provided in a paper published at the COMSOL 
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Nomenclature 

AC Alternating Current 

AD Arcing (or Axial) Distance in millimetres (mm) 

AL Arcing (or Axial) Length in millimetres (mm) 

"ȟ ɻȟ ʃ parameters dependent on the shed material 

Ca factor for FOV dependence on altitude 

CD Creepage Distance in millimetres (mm) 

CL Creepage Length in millimetres (mm) 

Cd Clearance distance in millimetres (mm) 

CD factor for the flashover voltage dependence on the average 

diameter 

CF Creepage Factor 

CUR Contamination Uniformity Ratio between insulator shed 

bottom and shed top 

Da Insulator average diameter in millimetres (mm) 

DC Direct Current 

ESDD Equivalent Salt Deposit Density in milligrams per square 

centimetre (mg/cm2) 

FEM Finite Element Method 

H Line altitude above sea level in metres (m) 

HC Hydrophobicity Class 

HTM Hydrophobicity Transfer Material 

HV High Voltage 

KC factor to account for the type of salt 



 

ii  

 

KCUR CUR factor 

KD factor for flashover voltage dependence on the collected 

pollution, as a function of the average diameter 

 KN factor for the flashover voltage dependence on NSDD 

KP factor for the conversion of ESDDAC to ESDDDC 

KS safety factor which accounts for the worse performance of a 

minority of insulators, in a large group of insulators 

LMW Low Molecular Weight 

NSDD Non-Soluble Deposit Density in milligrams per square 

centimetre (mg/cm2) 

OHL Overhead Line 

P Active Power in watts (W) 

PU Ratio of a switching surge peak over the operational voltage, 

also referred to as the SSF 

SDD Salt Deposit Density in milligrams per square centimetre 

(mg/cm 2) 

SSF Switching Surge Factor 

USCD Unified Specific Creepage Distance in millimetres per kilovolt 

(mm/kV)  
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Chapter 1. Introduction  

High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) systems are increasingly being adopted in 

electric power systems around the world for different  purposes. These include 

the long distance transmission of bulk power and the integration of renewable 

resources like solar radiation and wind energy. HVDC systems are also used to 

increase the power transfer of transmission lines needed for the electrification of 

transport and heating to reduce carbon emissions. This thesis contributes to a 

key aspect of this HVDC revolution, by investigating outdoor insulators for use 

on new DC lines and on existing lines converted to DC. 

1.1. The relevance of the broad HVDC research 

Due to the lack of extensive service experience and the continuing innovation in 

HVDC technology, some parts of the industry are reticent to widely adopt HVDC 

projects even when costs are lower compared to those of High Voltage 

Alternating Current (HVAC) systems.  The reticence that sometimes  occurs is due 

to the long successful track record of HVAC systems over the past century, and 

the hazards of integrating  new HVDC technology in the electric power system, 

which is critical for human life as we know it. For this reason, HVDC research, in 

general, is necessary to minimise the risks of adoption, by understanding its core 

issues, then by defining relevant questions, and ultimately by delivering 

meaningful conclusions. This thesis focuses on the performance of composite 

outdoor insulators and their performance under direct voltage under various 

conditions. 

1.2. The thesis content and contribution 

Generally, overhead lines constitute the majority of electric power transmission 

systems. Their most critical aspect is the performance of outdoor insulation. 

Thus, a review on the subject is provided in Chapter 2, which presents the 

literature knowledge common to both HVAC and HVDC outdoor insulators, and 
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more specifically, an understanding of why pollution performance is particularly 

critical under HVDC. 

The work presented in this thesis has allowed to achieve the following 

contribution s, which are focused on three research areas. 

Firstly, in Chapter 3, the thesis presents the HVDC performance of outdoor 

insulation under an extremely polluted condition, which causes a great decrease 

in performance compared to the clean condition. The experimental aspect of this 

research is the result of a collaboration which occurred during a secondment at 

the UHVDC pollution test laboratory of China Electric Power Research Institute, 

in Beijing, China. Also, in Chapter 4, a study is presented on the effects of 

superimposing a switching impulse on direct voltage, with respect to switching 

impulse only, as this similarly occurs in operation on the healthy pole of a bipolar 

scheme, when the other pole experiences a fault to ground. This aspect of the 

research was enhanced through a collaboration started with a secondment at the 

High Voltage laboratory of the University of Porto, Portugal. Both Chapter 3 and 

Chapter 4 investigate the performance difference between the vertical and the 

horizontal orientation s. This is done to understand in detail the advantages of a 

vertical insulator, such as suspension or post insulators, with respect to a 

horizontal insulator, such as tension or cross arm insulators, under the same 

conditions. 

Secondly, in Chapter 5, an explorative and conservative investigation on the 

conversion of existing HVAC overhead lines to HVDC is presented. Based on  the 

knowledge provided by existing literature and Chapter 3, four preliminary 

designs for each of three existing UK transmission towers are provided for 

extreme and heavy pollution degrees. Two of these three towers are currently 

used on 85% of the UK transmission overhead lines. High pollution values are 

assumed because of the electrostatic attraction of the pollution towards the 

charged insulators. The UK wind speeds are quite large, which would suggest a 

corresponding similar level of pollution deposition between AC and DC 

insulators. However, low wind speed areas may exist along the lines and cause 

local large pollution accumulation. That is why extreme and heavy contamination 
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levels are considered. The HVDC conversion proposals would transmit  from 1.6 

to 2.9 times the original HVAC power, with different degrees of risk involved. 

Thirdly,  in Chapter 6, a wind tunnel for pollution accumulation on an insulator is 

designed, modelled, built, and used for tests which provided the following : the 

NSDDs of a composite insulator at three different wind speeds in the non-

energised and energised conditions; and the ratios Kp between NSDDDC and 

NSDDnon-energised at the same three different wind speeds. 

Thus, in summary, the objectives of the thesis are to first gather further new 

information on the most critical component of an overhead line, namely its 

outdoor insulation system, by means of laboratory testing, as well as reviewing 

literature  in detail; later, part of this knowledge is applied to provide insulation 

solutions for the conversion of existing lines to HVDC. A wind tunnel 

experimental investigation is also performed to investigate the influence of direct 

voltage on the insulator pollution accumulation, with respect to the non-

energised case. 

 

The following list summarises what was planned and achieved during the PhD, 

which is provided in the thesis: 

¶ A recent literature review of composite outdoor insulators on: 

1) Assessment of corona ring need for outdoor insulators under direct 

voltage; 

2) Performance characteristic in relation to the hydrophilic portion of 

composite insulator, in proximity of the insulator ends; 

3) Best performing insulator designs for both light and heavy pollution 

severity in laboratory conditions; 

4) Positive relationship between inert material pore size and 

hydrophobicity recovery speed; 

5) Wind tunnel pollution accumulation ratios (of DC over AC or non-

energised conditions) at various wind speeds and voltage gradients. 

¶ Analytical and laboratory characterisation of heavily polluted insulators 

under direct voltage: 
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1) Electrode shape effect on tangent electric field was shown to be 

negligible using FEM modelling. In fact, at the triple junction, the 

tangent electric field is at most 6.3 times larger when the electrode is 

modified. However, the notable difference is present only on less than 

55 mm of creepage distance in the proximity of the triple junction. 

Elsewhere, along the insulator, the difference factor is reduced from 

6.3 to 0.03; 

2) Good comparison of estimated flashover voltages with measurements 

was achieved in the range between 96 and 252 kV; 

3) Development of proposal for the orientation factor KO for a more 

specific and accurate calculation of the USCDDC. At present, KO is set as 

1 for the vertical orientation, and it is found as 0.896 for the horizontal. 

However, future work is suggested to extend the applicability of this 

factor to other profiles and pollution conditions; 

4) Clarification of the superior horizontal performance explained with 

arc propagation direction and convection heat direction. 

¶ Direct voltage and switching impulse superimposition under dry and rain 

conditions. 

1) Better understanding of the superior horizontal performance under 

clean conditions due to the electrode configuration. A FEM model, run 

at 288 kV, found an electric field of 10.7 kV/mm at the triple junction 

of the ground electrode when the insulator is vertical, against 8.5 

kV/mm for the horizontal ; 

2) The superior horizontal performance under rain conditions was 

attributed to  the droplet path which is favourable with the voltage 

gradient when the insulator is vertical, and the larger amount of 

deposited rain on the shed tops when the insulator is vertical. This 

allowed withstand voltages of the horizontal insulator about 40% 

larger than the vertical; 

3) Performance loss saturation under large rain conductivity conditions; 

4) Quantification of the direct voltage pre-energisation effect on the 

switching impulse withstand voltage, which was in the range of half 

the applied direct voltage of 16 kV in the dry condition. 
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¶ HVDC conversion of UK existing HVAC overhead lines: 

1) Systematic gathering of a comprehensive methodology for the 

conversion from multiple brochures, reports and papers; 

2) Quantification of the power uprating factor, given by the conservative 

design of the tower insulation solutions for direct voltage application. 

The factor was found to vary from 1.6 to 2.9, depending on tower type 

and pollution severity; 

3) Benefit quantification given by the use of inclined insulators to fix the 

position of the poles in space, which ranges from 0% to 13.6% and is 

more beneficial as the pollution severity decreases; 

4) Non-necessity of corona rings for leakage current values in the range 

of a few nA, which are commonly exceeded in operation. 

¶ Initial prototype of wind tunnel for pollution accumulation under direct 

voltage: 

1) Novel introduction of an insulating enclosure to reduce the electric 

field stress at the insulator ends or to modify it at will from outside the 

enclosure; 

2) Confirmation and quantification of larger NSDD due to the direct 

voltage energisation, which causes 1.2 to 1.3 times the NSDD without 

direct voltage, at a USCDDC of 80.5 mm/kV . And positive correlation 

between NSDD and tunnel wind speed for both non-energised and 

energised cases; 

3) Design improvement proposals for the reduction of the contamination 

injection rate and the increment of the air flow uniformity across the 

tunnel section. 

1.3. Methodology 

Depending on the thesis contribution type, different and complementary ways of 

achieving the results have been employed. For the experimental part of the 

thesis, standards have been followed, where available, to execute the test 

programmes. To obtain additional insights of the studied phenomena, circuit and 

finite element method numerical simulations have been implemented. These 
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were performed using EMTP/ATP, LTspice, COMSOL Multiphysics®, and 

AutoCAD. Particularly, the CEPRI and University of Porto laboratory equivalent 

circuits have been calculated for the first time and are provided here. Also, the 

tools allowed to simulate and explain the transient of the switching impulse 

superimposition on direct voltage. They have also allowed to confirm why during 

an HVDC pollution flashover event the trunks are bridged with arcs before the 

sheds are and why a better performance is shown when the insulator is 

horizontally oriented , as recorded with the voltage and current measurements, 

thermal images, normal and fast camera videos. 

On the other hand, the line conversion proposals are based on the estimated 

performance of the considered insulator profile, which is one of the two 

investigated in the first part of the thesis, under extreme and heavy pollution 

degrees. This is done by calculating the insulator performance, as explained in 

section 2.8.3, further explained in IEC 60815-4 and CIGRE TB 518. Although these 

are authoritative sources, suggestions on future work are made for specific 

dimensioning factors. The proposals are also based on the conservative 

assumption of a large overvoltage factor, which determines the air clearances 

needed to avoid breakdown during a voltage transient. 

1.4. Sources choice 

The main sources laying the foundations of the thesis contributi on are technical 

brochures from CIGRE, BS EN (from IEC) high voltage standards, and an Electric 

Power Research Institute (EPRI) report. Specific journal papers have been 

selected and discussed to compare the results with existing literature. 

1.5. The thesis is a deeper dive 

Compared to the published papers, this thesis provides more extensive 

information  on the used High Voltage test equipment, and on the test circuit and 

specimen comparisons with other relevant research. It also provides additional 

charts, pictures, and details which can be of interest. 
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Although the thesis is presented as a coherent single story, the chapters are 

written in a way that, for the most part, they could be read individually. However, 

reading the full thesis will provide a broader understanding of the topic at the 

insulator level, and at the overhead line level. 

1.6. The implications 

The thesis provides new and detailed justifications on why horizontally oriented 

insulators perform better than when vertically oriented. Also, it provides 

proposals for converting existing overhead lines to HVDC for power uprating 

which is expected to be valuable due to the upcoming electrification of transport 

and household heating. 
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Chapter 2. A review of polluted outdoor 

insulators 

2.1. An introduction to outdoor insulators 

Outdoor insulators are widely used on transmission networks because an 

overhead line is generally inexpensive compared to an underground cable line. 

High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) overhead lines are used to transfer bulk 

power in Brazil, Russia, Canada and China. For example, they constitute the 

ÂÁÃËÂÏÎÅ ÏÆ #ÈÉÎÁȭÓ ÌÏÎÇ-distance electric power transmission. These lines allow 

to transmit large amounts of power from the remote north-western and western 

regions of the country to the eastern and south-eastern centres of consumption 

[1]. 

The critical part of an overhead line is attributed to  outdoor insulators, which 

insulate and mechanically support the high voltage conductors from the 

electrical ground. The electrical ground is constituted by the metallic parts of the 

tower. The main hazard to the proper functioning of outdoor insulators is the 

deposition of pollution  and water on their surfaces [2] , which can drastically 

affect the insulator electrical performance. With the exception of metallic and 

inert pollution, dry pollution  alone is not conductive. However, the dissolution of 

pollution salts in water causes the formation of an electrolyte which easily 

conducts electricity on the surface of the insulator. That is when the discharge 

activity begins. 

The pollution severity on an insulator surface is a function of: 

a) the insulator type, 

b) the type of voltage or electrical application, 

c) the nominal voltage of the line, 

d) the climate and 

e) the environment. 
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a) The insulator type is defined by its geometry and materials. Various 

recommendations are given on the geometry characteristics of insulators, 

to maximise their performance under specific conditions. The materials 

used for their production react differently with pollution. Of particular 

interest is silicone rubber which can transfer its hydrophobic property to 

the deposited pollution, preventing water from depositing on the 

insulator surface and forming the conductive layer. 

b) The type of voltage, or electrical application, depends on whether the 

insulator is energised with High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) of High 

Voltage Alternating Current (HVAC). It has been observed [2]  that DC 

insulation causes the pollution to be electrostatically attracted to the 

insulator because of its electrostatic field effect on the airborne particles. 

This field causes a constant potential distribution  in time, which causes 

the attraction. Whereas in the AC case, the insulators are less covered in 

pollution because the voltage periodically reverses in time, which does 

not cause a continuous pull of the pollution. 

c) In the DC case, as the nominal voltage of the line increases, the pollution 

attraction and deposition increase. 

d) The climate is defined by several physical quantities, such as: 

d1)  temperature, 

d2)  pressure, 

d3)  humidity, 

d4)  rain and its different forms, 

d5)  snow, 

d6)  ice, 

d7)  wind and 

d8)  sun radiation. 
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All these can vary with  time. These parameters influence the pollution 

chemical composition and behaviour, as well as the dissolution 

phenomenon and consequential discharge steps. 

e) The environment is defined by specific human production activity or 

natural surroundings, which mainly determine the chemical composition 

of the pollution. 

Further, in Sections 2.2.2, 2.5, 2.6 and 2.15 of the thesis, these aspects will be 

analysed in detail. 

2.1.1. Outdoor insulation requirements, and costs  

One of the main requirements of the insulator is to be able to withstand not only 

nominal voltage, but overvoltages too in wet-polluted conditions. Other 

requirements are mechanical support of the conductors, slow ageing, etc. 

To determine the insulator performance, a test method is carried out. When 

several test methods are used in parallel and compared, the best study results 

are achieved. As an example, a standard method for DC pollution testing on 

composite insulators is not yet publicly available, so there exist different methods 

used by different laboratories, which can provide multiple insights. 

The costs associated with optimally designing an insulator, are the costs of 

production and testing the equipment, as well as the labour cost. The cost of an 

insulation system can be minimised, balancing the trade-off with  critical  factors, 

such as power outage costs, ageing costs, etc. 

2.2. Insulator nomenclature, classification, 

performance, and stress 

2.2.1. Insulator nomenclature and functions  

It is important to clarify the nomenclature used in this thesis, with regards to the 

insulator parts and geometrical entities. Different types of insulators exist, as 

shown in section 2.2.2. However, the contribution of this thesis focuses on 

composite outdoor insulators, as shown in Fig. 2.1. Therefore, the following 
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description is based on composite insulators, but it applies to the other insulator 

types too. 

 

   

Fig. 2.1. Outdoor insulator with indication of its parts and geometrical entities. 

 

With regards to the insulator parts, it is worth distinguishing its conductive 

metallic parts, consisting of metal electrodes, and the insulating parts, by the 

insulator housing and core. The electrodes are standardised by the insulator 

fittings standard [3]  and are different in shape depending on the application. For 

a composite insulator, the jacket/outer housing material is usually made of 

silicone rubber or a polymer-based material, and the core is made of fibre glass. 

With regards to the geometry, an outdoor insulator does not have the shape of a 

simple cylinder, but it repetitively goes outwards and inwards giving shape to the 

so defined sheds and trunks. This is done to lengthen the path that connects the 

two electrodes, allowing a better performance. When the sheds repeat along the 

insulator axial length with a small and a large diameter, the profile is called 

Alternating Long-Short (ALS) profile. 
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Two critical distances are often reported in the literature, and they are the Arcing 

Distance (AD) and the Creepage Distance (CD). The arcing distance is the shortest 

distance between the two electrodes. The creepage distance is the length of the 

creepage path, which is the shortest path between the electrodes along the 

insulator surface. The CD is usually 2.5 to 4.5 times the AD. This ratio is defined 

as the Creepage Factor (CF), which is the ratio between CD and AD. 

These definitions reflect those of the most recent technical brochure from CIGRE 

with regards to HVDC insulator selection and dimensioning [4] . However, it is 

worth noting that other documents may refer to lengths, rather than distances 

2.2.2. Insulator classification  

Insulators can be classified by the following characteristics, which are also shown 

in Fig. 2.2: 

 

 

Fig. 2.2. Insulator classification by application, composition, profile, and material. 

 

With regards to material, 

a) Porcelain and glass are well-established materials. They are used to build 

reliable insulators. For HVDC application: composition, purity, 
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homogeneity, and resistivity need to be taken care of to avoid 

spontaneous failure [5] . 

b) Polymers represent a competitive solution since the 70s, but the variety 

of polymeric materials imposes great attention on the choice of its 

composition. To obtain different polymers, the following procedures can 

be used: 

b1)  gravity pouring , 

b2)  extrusion and 

b3)  high pressure/temperature injection. 

And the following parameters can be varied: 

b4)  amount of filler  and 

b5)  type of catalyst. 

The final product will be greatly affected by these variables. 

2.2.3. Insulator performance  

The insulator performance is determined by how large a voltage it is able to 

withstand in wet-polluted conditions and overvoltage conditions without 

flashover occurring across its terminal electrodes. The performance is a function 

of these global parameters: 

a) axial stress, 

b) surface stress, 

c) pollution deposit equilibrium.  

These variables change depending on: 

d) design (geometry) of insulator and tower, 

e) material of insulator and tower, 

f) energisation waveform, 

g) climate and 
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h) environment. 

ὖὩὶὪέὶάὥὲὧὩ=ὪɉÁØÉÁÌ ÓÔÒÅÓÓȟ ÓÕÒÆÁÃÅ ÓÔÒÅÓÓȟȣɊ (2.1) 

 

Where 

 

ὃὼὭὥὰ ίὸὶὩίί
Ὗ Ὧὠ

ὃὒάά
 (2.2) 

  

ὛόὶὪὥὧὩ ίὸὶὩίί
Ὗ Ὧὠ

ὅὒάά
 (2.3) 

 

Where, U50 is the voltage across the specimen, usually the phase voltage. 50 

indicates the percentage of cases in which that voltage statistically causes 

flashover when it is applied. In AC, it is the RMS value and in DC it is the direct 

voltage value. If axial and surface stresses are large and the risk of failure is low, 

the performance is good. In fact, it means that, for each unit length, the insulator 

is able to withstand a large voltage. 

It is very important to understand that axial stress and surface stress are global 

parameters that are only partially able to tell the performance of the insulator 

because they differ depending on design, material, and energisation type. 

In fact, one particular  design can have the same creepage length of another 

design, but their surface stresses may be very different. Moreover, in some cases, 

some insulators perform better than others even if they are shorter in creepage 

length. 

2.2.4. Insulator electrical stress 

The insulator electrical stress is another useful insulator parameter, particularly 

in the design process. IEC 815 [6] , and CIGRE TB 158 [2]  define the insulator 

electrical stress as a function of: 

a) the specific creepage length and 

b) the specific axial length 
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ὉὰὩὧὸὶὭὧὥὰ ίὸὶὩίίὪὛὅὒȟὛὃὒ (2.4) 

 

When each one is divided by the line to line voltage or phase voltage, the specific 

length is obtained, i.e.: 

For IEC 815: 

Ὓὅὒ
ὅὒ άά

Ὗ Ὧὠ
 (2.5) 

 

where U is the line to line voltage. 

For CIGRE 158: 

 

Ὓὅὒ
ὅὒ άά

ὥὧὸόὥὰ ὺέὰὸὥὫὩ Ὁ Ὧὠ
 (2.6) 

 

where E is the phase voltage. This is also indicated as the Unified Specific 

Creepage Distance (mm/kV) by CIGRE TB 518 [4] . 

Note that the actual voltage could be the line to line voltage if the insulator is 

placed between two conductors. 

For IEC 815: 

 

Ὓὃὒ
ὃὒ άά

ὟὯὠ
 (2.7) 

 

where U is the line to line voltage 

For CIGRE 158: 
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Ὓὃὒ
ὃὒ άά

ὥὧὸόὥὰ ὺέὰὸὥὫὩ Ὁ Ὧὠ
 (2.8) 

 

where E is the phase voltage. 

Again, note that the actual voltage could be the line to line voltage if the insulator 

is placed between two phase conductors  in the case of an HVAC line, or the pole 

to pole voltage in the case of an HVDC line. 

 

2.3. Shielding electrodes 

In high voltage engineering, sharp-edged geometries generally exhibit a large 

electric field. To reduce the field intensity, shielding electrodes can be used in the 

shape of a sphere or a toroid  [7] . 

2.3.1. Corona ring purposes  under AC 

One largely used shielding electrode shape for outdoor insulators is the toroid, 

also commonly referred to as corona ring. The purposes of corona ring use on AC 

outdoor insulators are found in [8]  and are listed as follows: 

a) to eliminate corona from insulator fittings : corona shielding function, 

b) to grade the voltage potential along the string in order to limit the radio 

interference from insulators, and for composite insulators to reduce 

ageing phenomena: grading function, and 

c) to limit the effect of power arcs: protective function. 

2.3.2. Electric field requirements  for composite insulators  

An INMR article provides the electric field requirements used in many practical 

applications for composite insulators [9] , based on a recent study [10]  which 

collects the results of EPRI (USA) and STRI (Sweden) research groups. The 

requirements are presented in TABLE 2.1. 
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TABLE 2.1. Electric field requirements for composite insulators. 

Location  Threshold 

Grading ring and end fitting [9]  < 1.8 (kV/mm)  

Average along surface [9]  < 0.42 (kV/mm)  

More than 10 mm of CD [10]  < 0.42 (kV/mm)  

Triple junction  [9], [10]  < 0.35 (kV/mm)  

 

2.3.3. Corona ring need assessment under DC 

As seen in [9], [10] , it is common practice to design and install corona rings under 

AC energisation. However, there is a difference between AC and DC which 

depends on how an outdoor insulator can be modelled. As it will be seen in 

section 3.3.3, an outdoor insulator can be modelled as the parallel of a 

capacitance and a resistance. These represent respectively the capacitance of the 

air, the silicone rubber and the fibre glass, and the resistance of the pollution 

layer, which is the smallest and thus dominant for current conduction with 

respect to the other material resistances. In DC, after the short transient for 

charging the capacitance, the behaviour of the insulator is resistive and therefore 

dominated by the pollution layer. In fact, when modelling an insulator with a 

Finite Element Method (FEM) under DC, it is critical to consider an electric 

current model ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ /ÈÍȭÓ ÌÁ×, rather than an electrostatic model, 

which does not. 

Pigini et al. [8]  investigate the voltage distribution and electric field along the 

surface of a cylindrical insulator to be used in DC with CD=AD=9000 mm and a 

diameter of 90 mm. Three scenarios are considered depending on leakage 

current determined by the surface conductivity, as summarised in TABLE 2.2. 

The pollution thickness is about 1 mm. 

When an insulator is new and cleaned with ultrasounds, it can conduct a current 

of a few nA [8] . Thus, scenario A in TABLE 2.2 is doubtfully  possible and it is used 

only to show that at 1 pA the behaviour is like in AC. Scenario B is possible only 

when the insulator is new and cleaned with ultrasound. Therefore, it is not the 

case of outdoor insulators. In fact, a weathered insulator which is then cleaned 
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(for conservative purposes) conducts  currents of 0.5-2 µA [8] . Thus, only 

scenario C is plausible in the outdoors, only after the insulator has been cleaned 

by rain. Scenario C is the only one where a corona ring would not be needed, as 

Fig. 2.3 shows. 

 

TABLE 2.2. Scenarios considered in [8]  for DC corona ring need assessment. 

Scenario Conductivity (S/m) Current 
Corona ring 

useful under DC 

A 10-13 1 (pA) Yes 

B 10-10 1 (nA) Yes 

C 10-17 0.02 (µA) No 

 

Clearly, the same would apply for larger leakage currents. The paper [8]  

conclusion is, therefore, that there is no need for corona rings on HVDC outdoor 

insulators, other than maybe small and specific ones to eliminate corona from the 

insulator fittings. The latter possibility is excluded in the cases studied in this 

thesis in Chapter 5. 

It is worth mentioning that some papers [11]ɀ[15]  investigate the use of corona 

rings for DC insulators, disregarding the role the conductive layer has on the 

electric field distribution of an outdoor insulator. 

As a conclusion for DC corona rings use, the thesisȭ author believes it is more 

meaningful to determine, in  an electric currents model, the current above which 

a DC insulator does not need corona rings to satisfy the requirements of TABLE 

2.1. This model-derived current will then have to be compared with current 

measurements of weathered insulators which have been cleaned, for 

conservative purposes. However, the current measurement should be found 

considerably greater than the model-derived current [8] . 
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Fig. 2.3. Scenario 3, as defined in TABLE 2.2. Electric field (kV/m) as a function of 

the creepage distance (m) in a 9000 (mm) cylindrical insulator with 90 (mm) 

diameter [8] .  

2.4. Pollution flashover phenomenon 

The pollution flashover phenomenon consists of the following six main stages, as 

presented in an Electra publication [16] and further explained in detail in this 

thesis: 

i)  First, dry pollution deposits on the surface of the insulator. If the insulator 

is made of silicone rubber, the hydrophobic property is transferred to the 

pollution, as it becomes impregnated with low molecular weight silicone 

migrating from the bulk silicone material. At this stage, the superficial 

pollution layer is considerably non-conductive. 

ii)  The wetting of pollution happens because of: 

a) Humidity deposition, when the percentage of air humidity is sufficiently 

high with respect to the ambient temperature, 
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b) Humidity condensation, which is typical at sunrise when the insulator is 

colder than the surrounding air, 

c) Rain, drizzle, mist (and other forms of these), and 

d) Snow and ice melting, which is particularly conductive. 

At this stage, the pollution dissolves in the water. The result is an 

electrolyte which is conductive. 

Note that the first two steps may occur simultaneously, when the 

pollution in the form of a salt is already dissolved in water, e.g. 

polluted water. 

Moreover, the pollution may be metallic, in the case of an industrial 

environment; this kind of pollution does not necessitate water 

content to be conductive, but its degree of conductivity depends on 

the type of constituent metals, and its superficial density and 

distribution on the insulator. 

iii)  The presence of conductive paths allows a current to flow between the 

two extremities of the insulator. Typically, one fitting  is at the phase or 

pole potential, and the other fitting is  at the ground potential. Other 

ÉÎÓÕÌÁÔÏÒ ÅÎÄÓȭ potential situations may exist, such as phase to phase in 

AC or pole to pole in DC. In literature, this current is called leakage current 

because it causes loss of active power. In fact, a portion of the current 

leaks along the line. 

iv)  As the leakage current flows, the temperature on the surface rises due to 

Joule effect, and the liquid component of the superficial layer starts to 

evaporate. Some areas, typically on the trunks, dry faster than others due 

to a higher local current density, thus, the current avoids these non-

conductive high-resistivity areas flowing around them. The superficial 

current density increases at the borders of the dry areas, causing more 

water to evaporate and the dry area to extend in the direction 

perpendicular to the main leakage current flow direction, in an 
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axisymmetric way. The evaporation continues around a portion of the 

insulator until a dry band is formed. 

v) At this point, the current is not flowing because of the dry band resistance. 

However, the voltage normally applied to the insulator extremities is now 

applied almost fully to the two borders of the dry band. If the voltage is 

large enough, an arc ignites in air, bridging the dry band. This occurs 

because the air breakdown voltage of the air gap across the dry band is 

lower than the dry band breakdown voltage. The phenomenon is defined 

as dry band arcing. 

a) Under DC, the arc does not extinguish and keeps expanding because the 

voltage is unipolar and sustains the process. Thus, the arc has the time to 

keep expanding upwards because of its high temperature with respect to 

the surrounding ambient.  

b) Under AC, the voltage periodically reverses. Therefore, the arc is 

intermittent . In fact, it extinguishes each time the voltage across the dry 

band crosses zero, and it reignites when the voltage overcomes the 

breakdown voltage of the air gap across the dry band. 

The result is that, in DC, the dry band arcing expands upwards, 

possibly reaching other surfaces, e.g., it can possibly short-circuit a 

larger part of the insulator. 

In AC, the dry band arcing remains closer to the surface because 

the arc does not have sufficient time to expand upwards. It should 

be possible to show experimentally that a very low voltage 

frequency would cause the arc to notably rise in the air, as opposed 

to an arc closer to the insulator surface, when the voltage 

frequency is higher. 

vi)  More dry bands can be formed as well as other dry band arcs, until the 

insulator is spanned completely from one electrode to the other. The final 

arc, which connects the two insulator extremities is called flashover. 
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Porcelain and glass are hydrophilic materials, so a continuous water layer can 

easily form on their surface, whereas silicone rubber is hydrophobic, so the water 

stays in the form of droplets. However, the pollution flashover phenomenon 

follows the same main stages for both material types. Chapter 3 will focus on the 

HVDC pollution flashover phenomenon of insulators with a hydrophobic housing 

material. 

2.5. Pollution flashover of hydrophilic and 

hydrophobic surfaces 

As a general definition, a hydrophobic material is a material which tends to repel 

water molecules, whereas a hydrophilic material does not. 

2.5.1. Hydrophilic material  modelling  

In general, the mathematical modelling of the pollution flashover provides a 

higher degree of knowledge and understanding [17]. In the DC case, two main 

approaches are used to do so: 

a) The determination of the minimum voltage needed to sustain a dry band 

arc of a given length, in series with the corresponding pollution surface 

resistance. This voltage is called ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÖÏÌÔÁÇÅ Ȭ5cȭ [18], 

b) The consideration that the dry band arc will continue to elongate as long 

as the arc voltage is lower than the pollution voltage [19]. 

Many parameters are considered for the mathematical modelling, such as: 

a) Surface resistance [20], 

b) Insulator geometry [20] and [21], 

c) Arc current concentration [22] and [23], 

d) Arc electrode voltage drop [22], 

e) Temperature [23], and 

f) Multiple parallel arcing [24]. 
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In this thesis, the main focus will be on the performance of insulators, rather than 

the mathematical modelling. However, wet and dry surface resistances are 

studied in section 3.4.5, with the quantification of the pollution conductivity 24 

hours after the housing material has lost its hydrophobicity. 

2.5.2. Hydrophobic material  modelling  

The performance of wet-polluted insulators is generally greater in the case of 

hydrophobic material, with respect to hydrophilic [25], [26] . In fact, a 

hydrophobic surface allows water to deposit in the form of droplets because of 

the electrical repulsion between the surface particles and the water molecules. 

Thus, a continuous water layer is not likely to form, and the conductive paths are 

drastically reduced. 

However, a variety of phenomena decrease hydrophobicity [2] : 

a) Heavy wetting, 

b) Blown sand, sand blasting, 

c) Corona discharges, 

d) Spark discharges, and 

e) Solar radiation. 

These adverse factors compromise the efficacy of the hydrophobicity on the 

flashover performance. 

At the moment, there is no hydrophobic surface pollution flashover model, but 

qualitative concepts are arising [27]. 

A hydrophobic material has the property of transferring its hydrophobicity to the 

layer of pollution that lays on its surface. This occurs thanks to low molecular 

weight (LMW) silicone migrating from the bulk of the housing material to the 

surface, by filling the pores in the contamination layer. 

2.5.3. Influence of inert material on hydrophobic material  

Yu et al. [28]  investigated the influence of artificial non-soluble contamination on 

the hydrophobicit y transfer property of room temperature vulcanised silicone 

rubber. The study considered Kaolin, Kieselguhr, and silicone dioxide as non-
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soluble materials. To quantify the hydrophobicity transfer property , the contact 

angle of a liquid  drop on the insulating surface was measured as specified in IEC 

62073 [29] . The results in Fig. 2.4 show that Kaolin greatly affects the 

hydrophobicity transfer speed (transfer time) and hydrophobicity property  

(angle), as the transfer speed is very slow and the contact angle reaches about 

65° after 7 days. This is due to the Kaolin layered structure which has few and 

small pores to allow LMW silicone to migrate to the pollution layer. 

Instead, with Kieselguhr, good hydrophobicity is quickly recovered, after a 

transient of only 12 hours at a large contact angle of  about 125°, as shown in Fig. 

2.5. 

 

 

Fig. 2.4. Kaolin relationship between contact angle (°) and hydrophobicity 

transfer time (h) [28] . 

 

Similarly to Kieselguhr, the paper [28]  also investigates silicone dioxide at 

various particle size, showing a similar behaviour to Fig. 2.5, with slower transfer 

speeds in the nanometre particle size range. 
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Fig. 2.5. Kieselguhr relationship between contact angle (°) and hydrophobicity 

transfer time (h), at different particle size [28] . 

 

In addition, as the particle size decreases, the pore size decreases too [28] . It can 

be further observed that there is a positive relationship between pore size and 

transfer speed, because LMW silicone migrates more easily  through larger pores 

[28] . 

2.5.4. Influence of U -shaped hydrophilicity on hydrophobic outdoor 

insulators  

It has been observed that the level of hydrophobicity on insulators in operation 

is lower towards the ground and high voltage electrodes, or that the 

hydrophilicity is U-shaped along the arcing distance [30], [31] . This is due to a 

higher electric field towards the electrodes and therefore a higher discharge 

activity  which compromises the hydrophobicity of the material. 

Yu et al. [32]  investigated the non-uniformity  of hydrophobicity along the 

insulator length. 6 different conditions were considered from fully hydrophobic 
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to fully hydrophilic , by varying the amount of hydrophilic arcing length from each 

electrode towards the middle of the insulator, as Fig. 2.6 shows. 

 

 

Fig. 2.6 Six insulator conditions with growing hydrophilic fraction p(%) as a 

percentage of the arcing distance. (a) p=0%, (b) p=22.2%, (c) p=44.4%, (d) 

p=66.7%, (e) p=88.9%, (f) p=100%  [32] . 

 

The test specifications are listed in TABLE 2.3. 

 

TABLE 2.3. Non-uniform hydrophobicity t est specifications of [32] . 

Location HC Inert material  
Drying 

time 

NSDD 

(mg/cm 2) 

SDD 

(mg/cm 2) 

Ends 6-7 Kaolin 
24 h 1 0.1 

Middle 2-3 Kieselguhr 

 

The results are shown in Fig. 2.7. 
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Fig. 2.7. Specific flashover voltage (kV/m) as a function of hydrophilic fraction p 

(%) [32] . 

 

It is remarkable that the lowest performance is caused by a loss of 

hydrophobicity on 66.7 % of the arcing distance, rather than a loss of 

hydrophobicity  along the entirety of the insulator, which is the most investigated 

condition in literature . Moreover, as introduced in the section, the U-shape of 

hydrophilicity is expected and observed on composite insulators in operation 

[30], [31] . This fact makes the results of this paper quite meaningful from the 

point of view of standardisation. However, an insight on what the more probable 

p (%) in the field is would validate the significance of Fig. 2.7 results. 

2.6. Climate and environment 

When selecting and dimensioning the insulators for an electric power system, it 

is critical to know what types of climate and environment the system is subjected 

to. As the electrical system is possibly spread over a large region, considering 

only one combination of climate and environment may lead to an unsuccessful 

insulation coordination. 
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2.6.1. Climate  

The climate is a combination of different atmospheric variables: 

a) Temperature; 

b) Pressure: in the case of low pressure (at high altitude), the flashover 

voltage is lower, as in [33]  reviewed in section 2.15.4; 

c) Wind, whose speed, in the DC case, determines whether the electrostatic 

force is dominant on the pollution particles or not, as it will be seen in 

section  2.17.3; 

d) Sun radiation, which has an effect on the different  circumferential ageing 

of the insulator; 

e) Humidity , which increases the chances of the insulator surface to be wet 

and thus conductive if salts are present; 

f) Precipitation such as rain and snow, and the formation of ice, which, once 

melted, is very high in conductivity and increases the flashover risk. 

It would be appropriate to ideally consider a record of 30 years of atmospheric 

variables because the insulation system should be chosen to last for the whole 

lines lifetime, which is approximately 50 years. 

There are seven distinguished climates around the world, and it is useful to be 

able to categorise the ones in which the line is or will be built to assess any hazard 

more widely: 

a) Tropical, 

b) Dry, 

c) Warm temperate, 

d) Cold: 

d1) Cool temperate oceanic and 

d2) Cold continental, 

e) Sub-Arctic or Tundra, 

f) Arctic or Ice cap, 



Chapter 2. A review of polluted outdoor insulators 

30 

 

g) High mountain and Plateau. 

This research project tends to focus on the cool temperate oceanic climate, typical 

of the United Kingdom as a whole, which is characterised by: 

a) rain presence in every month, 

b) stable cool temperatures, with rare extremes, 

c) other atmospheric variables such as sun radiation, wind, humidity,  and 

pressure need to be assessed specifically. 

Within the UK, there are differences in climate. The most important is probably 

the fact that South England rain precipitation is less than average within the UK, 

and Scotland has a particularly long and cold winter, and short and cool summers. 

For this reason, the Scottish climate is defined as subpolar oceanic, meaning it is 

halfway between Tundra and cool temperate oceanic. 

With regards to the InnoDC Project locations, which this individual project is part 

of, the climate types are listed below. In particular, Porto and Beijing have been 

the secondment locations during the course of this PhD. 

a) Denmark: cool temperate; 

b) Belgium: temperate maritime climate (in between the warm temperate 

and cool temperate oceanic); 

c) Portugal (Porto): warm temperate oceanic. Note that proximity to the 

ocean and altitude affects the climate definition. Tests in Porto, presented 

in Chapter 4, were performed during the winter ; 

d) Spain (Barcelona): warm temperate Mediterranean; 

e) China (Beijing): Very hot and humid in the summer, and cold and dry in 

the winter . Tests in Chapter 3 were performed in Beijing during the 

summer. It would not have been possible to repeat the experiments in the 

winter and obtain the same results, because of the pollution drying 

difference at different humidity levels and very different temperatures. In 

the summer, the temperature is about 30 degrees and, in the winter , it is 
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below zero, so pollution testing would be very difficult to perform in the 

winter as freezing of the pollution would be likely while drying. 

2.6.2. Environment  

Environment is a different concept from climate because it outlines the natural 

and human characteristics of an area. The environment can influence the climate 

and vice versa. The scope of defining different environments is to categorise their 

different  types of pollution, in terms of chemical constituents and amount of inert 

component. A pollution is inert when it does not directly affect the performance 

of an insulator [2] . Still, as it has been shown in section 2.5.3, it can have an effect 

on it, as it affects the hydrophobicity property. The most common environments 

for outdoor insulation are shown in TABLE 2.4: 

No studies were found on the agricultural sources of flashover, thus, there is a 

need to investigate them to determine whether they are inert or active pollutants. 

Bird streamers can induce flashover because they create a favourable path for 

current to flow between two conductors at different potential or a conductor and 

the ground potential of the pole/tower [2] . 

 

 

TABLE 2.4. Environmental classification of pollution and its components. 

Type Active component Inert component 

Marine NaCl mostly Small 

Industrial  

-Dissolved acids 

-Slow dissolving salts 

-metals 

Large 

Desert 

-Sand based 

-NaCl in high amounts 

[34] 

Large 

Agricultural  

-Bird streamers  

-ploughing gases 

-crop spraying 
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A mix of the aforementioned environments is possible, and it is expected to have 

specific percentages of each pollution type. The interaction of diverse chemical 

components may lead to different dissolution times and temperature changes, 

with respect to the behaviour of each chemical. Some chemical reactions require 

thermal energy and others deliver thermal energy. Time and temperature are 

important to determine the risk (likelihood) of flashover. Therefore, particular 

focus is needed on the reactions which do not require large energy absorption to 

occur. 

Again, it is critical to predict the evolution of the system environments because 

the insulation selection and dimensioning needs to be appropriate for the 

lifetime of the system. 

2.7. ESDD, SDD, NSDD definitions and DC service 

values 

2.7.1. Definitions and considerations  

The pollution severity on the surface of the insulator is expressed with the  

Equivalent Salt Deposit Density (ESDD). To measure it, the solution is removed 

from the insulator surface and its conductivity is measured, then the equivalent 

salt density having the same conductivity is calculated. This equivalent salt 

density, expressed in mg of NaCl per each cm2 (mg/cm 2), is the ESDD of the 

original pollution layer on the surface of the insulator [35]. 

It is very important to consider that, for Hydrophobicity Transfer Materials 

(HTMs), like silicone rubber, the measurement of ESDD can be carried out, but it 

does not lead to comparable results with other ESDD values. In fact, the pollution 

lying on the HTM surface is impregnated with low molecular weight silicone [2] . 

Therefore, when an insulator is wetted, only a portion of pollution dissolves in 

water. Whereas when making the ESDD measurement, the pollution which would 

not dissolve in the solution is taken into account. Therefore, for HTM insulators, 

surface conductance measurement may be more applicable. In fact, ESDD 
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measurements would give larger values than what is the actual contribution of 

the conductive layer on the insulator. 

Salt Deposit Density (SDD) is used when the pollution is directly  NaCl, so there is 

no need to calculate an equivalence to NaCl. It is defined [36]  as the amount of 

sodium chloride in an artificial deposit on a given surface of the insulator (metal 

parts and assembling materials are not to be included in this surface) divided by 

the area of this surface. Similarly, to the ESDD, SDD is expressed in (mg/cm2). 

A consideration needs to be made: the ESDD is a useful and practical tool, which 

enables an easy comparison between the layer conductivities. However, a 

comparison is relevant when the atmospheric variables make the conductive 

layers behave in a similar way. The behaviour is characterised by the rate of 

evaporation, the solubility change with temperature, the ability to absorb water 

or pollution particles at the same speed and with the same thermal energy 

balance. This allows to understand that the atmospheric variables are not likely 

to stay or change in time in a way which allows the different pollutants to behave 

in the same way. For this reason, it is important to take note of all the variables 

defining a specific case, and to understand what variables affect the insulation 

performance more significantly than others. 

The Non Soluble Deposit Density (NSDD) is defined [36]  as the amount of non-

soluble residue removed from a given surface of the insulator, divided by the area 

of this surface, in (mg/cm2) [35]. 

2.7.2. Deposit density DC service values 

TABLE 2.5 provides DC service values of ESDD, NSDD, and ESDDeq. The latter can 

be calculated with (2.9), when both ESDD and NSDD are known. The calculation 

is done to take into account the partially active role of the inert component under 

DC energisation, as explained in section 2.9. The values refer to composite 

insulators. KS is a statistical factor equal to 1.4, introduced for conservative 

reasons. 4ÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÕÌÁȭÓ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ȰA.2. Corrections 

for the pollution severity estimationȱ of section 2.8.3. 
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ὉὛὈὈ ὉὛὈὈϽ
ὔὛὈὈ

πȢρ

Ȣ
Ȣ
Ͻὑ (2.9) 

 

TABLE 2.5. ESDD, NSDD, ESDDeq DC service values [4] . 

Country Station 
ESDD 

mg/cm2 

NSDD 

mg/cm2 

ESDDeq 

mg/cm2 

Reference 

China 800 kV 0.05 0.3 0.112 [37]  

China 800 kV 0.08 0.48 0.218 [37]  

China 800 kV 0.15 0.9 0.533 [37]  

USA Pacific Inertie 0.026 0.3 0.058 [38]  

South Africa Cahora Bassa 0.03 0.15 0.05 [38]  

New Zealand Transpower   0.01 [39]  

New Zealand Transpower 0.15  0.15 [39]  

USA LADWP 0.04 0.2 0.075 [39]  

 

It can be observed that China NSDD values are generally higher than in other 

areas, due to desert environment. ESDD values are not larger than 0.15 mg/cm2, 

NSDD values are not larger than 0.9 mg/cm2, and ESDDeq values are not larger 

than 0.533 mg/cm2. 

2.8. HVDC selection and dimensioning 

The main goal of this section is to review the dimensioning methodology for 

outdoor insulators in polluted conditions under direct voltage and utilise it for 

the HVDC line conversion proposals. The methodology is well explained in CIGRE 

TB 518  and BS EN 60815-4 [4], [40] , which are authoritative sources. 

Nonetheless, some recommendations of future work are done on specific 

dimensioning factors. At the end of the section, calculations of USCDDC are 

provided for different severities, considering the same insulator profile used for 

tests in Chapter 3. 
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2.8.1. General aspects 

The selection and dimensioning of an insulator have the main goal of maximising 

the performance of the insulation system over a period of half a century from its 

installation, and it is dependent on at least five parameters, as shown in Fig. 2.8. 

 

 

Fig. 2.8. Insulation selection and dimensioning: conceptual scheme. 

 

ὍὲίȢίὩὰὩὧὸὭέὲ ὥὲὨ ὨὭάὩὲίὭέὲὭὲὫὪὖρȟὖςȟȣȟὖφ (2.10) 

 

The parameters are described in [41] are as follows: 

P1 Constraints such as: 

a) Limited insulator choice because of technical requirements, 

b) Cost, caused by project budget limit, 

c) Visual impact to be minimised in compliance with the law and for a 

more nature-based landscape. 

P2 Environment, which is function of human and nature instances, and 

climate, which is function of atmospheric variables. The application 

depends on the pollution and determines the radial dimension and the 

orientation of the insulator. 

P3 Power System parameters: 
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a) AC/DC energisations, maximum system voltage, lightning, switching, 

temporary overvoltages, 

b) the ÓÙÓÔÅÍȭÓ ÓÅÎÓÉÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÏÕÔÁÇÅÓ, which is high if the system is poor in 

resilience. 

P4 Characteristics of existing insulators developed by manufacturers. 

P5 Field performance monitoring is critical. In fact, it represents a very 

precious source of data because it can be used to assess the 

appropriateness of the insulator choice in the short, medium, and long 

term in a specific spatial and temporal set range of selection and 

dimensioning parameters. 

Secondly, it is critical to assess the parameters which affect the insulation 

performance the most, such as ESDD and NSDD, but also design parameters such 

as average diameter, creepage factor, as discussed in Chapter 2. It is critical to do 

so because the meaningful combinations of these parameters are many. 

2.8.2. Specific methodologies for HVDC  

HVDC OUTDOOR INSULATION DIMENSIONING 

The critical factor which determines the dimensioning method of outdoor 

insulation under HVDC stress is the pollution accumulation phenomenon. 

With regards to profile selection, only typical shapes and general 

recommendations are provided in CIGRE TB 518 [4] . In fact, field testing is the 

most reliable source of information to determine an optimised profile specific to 

environment and climate. 

From testing experience [4] , it has been found that there is an exponential 

dependence between the Unified Specific Creepage Distance (mm/kV) (USCD), 

defined as the Creepage Distance in mm divided by the maximum operating 

voltage in Ë6ȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÖÅÒÉÔÙ ɾ ɉÍÇȾÃÍ2) expressed as Equivalent Salt 

Deposit Density (ESDD) or Non-Soluble Deposit Density (NSDD). The proposed 

relationship is: 
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ὟὛὅὈὄϽ‎  (2.11) 

 

7ÈÅÒÅ " ÁÎÄ ɻ ÁÒÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÁÌÌÙ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ ÃÏÎÓÔÁÎÔÓȟ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ ÔÏ ÅÁÃÈ 

insulator type. Tests are carried out on insulators with Axial Distance (AD) of at 

least 1.5 (m). In fact, a shorter distance would not give transferrable results to 

longer distances being the end fitting high field too dominant. The results are 

sometimes scaled up for longer arcing distances. 

The flowchart of Fig. 2.9 ÓÃÈÅÍÁÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÃÁÌÃÕÌÁÔÅ " ÁÎÄ ɻȢ 

 

Fig. 2.9Ȣ &ÌÏ×ÃÈÁÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ " ÁÎÄ ɻȢ 

 

i. -ÁÔÈÅÍÁÔÉÃÁÌÌÙȟ " ÁÎÄ ɻ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÏÎÅ ÉÎÓÕÌÁÔÏÒ ×ÉÔÈ Ô×Ï 

tests only. In ÆÁÃÔȟ ÁÐÐÌÙÉÎÇ Ô×Ï ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÖÅÒÉÔÉÅÓ ɾ1,2 would 

result in two different maximum operating voltages and so two different 

USCD1,2Ȣ "ÕÔ " ÁÎÄ ɻ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅȢ 4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÏÆ 

equations: 

 

ὟὛὅὈὄ‎

ὟὛὅὈὄ‎
 

(2.12) 

(2.13) 

 

" ÁÎÄ ɻ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Ô×Ï ÓÅÔs of equation systems, which have been 

mathematically calculated as follows. 

 

Dimensioning 

equation:

ὟὛὅὈὄ‎

A)Onlytwopoints:
ὛέὰὺὩὥὸύέ

ὩήόὥὸὭέὲίώίὸὩά

B)Manypoints:
ὉὼὴέὲὩὲὸὭὥὰ
ὭὲὸὩὶὴέὰὥὸὭέὲ
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1. 

ừ
Ừ

ứ ‌

ὄ

  Ȱȱ needs verification, 

 

(2.14) 

(2.15) 

 

Or 

2. 
ὄ Ὡ

Ͻ Ͻ

‌
 Ȱȱ needs verification. 

 

 

(2.16) 

(2.17) 

 

 

ii. It may be more reliable to carry out many tests for the determination of B 

ÁÎÄ ɻ ÏÆ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ ÉÎÓÕÌÁÔÏÒȢ %ÁÃÈ ÔÅÓÔ ȰÔȱ ÏÕÔÐÕÔ ÉÓ Á ÐÏÉÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 

coordinates ὛὈὈȟὟὛὅὈȢ 4ÈÅ Ȱ4ȱ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÅØÐÏÎÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ 

interpolated in order to obtain B and ɻȢ 

&ÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ " ÁÎÄ ɻȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÁÎ (6$# ÉÎÓÕÌÁÔÏÒ 

with the same profile can be made for a specific voltage and field pollution 

severity. 

2.8.3. Simplified HVDC dimensioning  

A simplified dimensioning is also available from [4] , as presented in Fig. 2.10. 

 

 

Fig. 2.10. Simplified dimensioning scheme for HVDC insulators. 

A. Site pollution 

severity

A.1. Preliminary estimation

A.2. Corrections

B. Insulation

B.1. Severity on specific insulation

B.2. USCD
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First, the preliminary estimation of the site pollution severity is made, and then 

corrections are applied. Secondly, the USCD is determined for a specific insulator 

profile , as shown in Fig. 2.11 from [4] . 

 

 

Fig. 2.11. Simplified dimensioning process. Determining the required USCD [4] .  

A.1. Preliminary estimation of site pollution severity  

To have a first estimation of the site pollution severity, the following methods are 

presented. Their order reflects a descending confidence of accuracy. 

i. Field measurement of dc energised outdoor insulation on the same site of 

future installation:  

a) ESDD measurement, 

b) NSDD measurement, 

c) Non-uniformity of pollution accumulation:  

c1) Top to bottom or bottom to top (CUR), and 

c2) axial. 

ii. Site severity estimation from scientific literature, such as that reviewed in 

TABLE 2.5 and Fig. 2.27, or world laboratory sources. 
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iii.  Field measurement of ac energised outdoor insulation at the same site of 

future installation  

iv. Estimation based on environment classification and conversion from ac to 

dc. 

Points iii  and iv require the application of the conversion factor KP which is 

applied as shown in the following equations.  

 

ὉὛὈὈ ὑ ϽὉὛὈὈ (2.18) 

ὔὛὈὈ ὑ ϽὔὛὈὈ (2.19) 

 

However, a cautious approach should be taken, when using this factor, as it may 

not represent the entirety of insulator pollution accumulations along a line, as 

seen in Fig. 2.27. Here, it is assumed that some small areas along the line may be 

considerably less windy than average, causing Kp to be locally very large. The risk 

of this hazard should be estimated carefully, by studying available wind maps and 

historical data. TABLE 2.6 shows the values that might be assumed for Kp, where 

t(maxp)-t(min p) is the time difference between the largest and the smallest 

pollution severities on the insulation system. 

TABLE 2.6. Kp values as a function of wind speed [4] . 

Pollution 

type 
Environment 

Wind speed 

(m/s)  

t(maxp)-

t(min p) 
KP typical KP range 

B /  >6 

Short time 

(order of a 

day) 

1.1 1 - 1.2 

A or B 
Coastal or 

human 
3 - 6 

Times of 

the order 

of a month 

1.6 1.3 - 1.9 

A Human 1.5 - 3 1-2 year(s) 2.5 2 - 3 

Extended dry periods >2.5  
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Notes: 

¶ Kp decreases from the given typical value if frequent natural cleaning 

occurs. 

¶ Kp=1 when the pollution severity is measured on DC energised insulators. 

A.2. Corrections for the pollution severity estimation  

i. Correction for type of salt  

Lab tests are mostly performed with NaCl, but field pollution may contain 

different solubility pollution type, e.g. CaSO4. However, at the present time KC=1 

for all salt types. Future work is recommended to have a more specific 

representation of the effect of different types of salt on USCDDC. 

ii.  Correction for NSDD, applicable when NSDD>0.02 

As it will be later discussed in section 2.9, NSDD refers to an inert material which 

is, in fact, not inert in DC. A correction for the value of SDD to be used in the 

laboratory test can be made, as NaCl is used in the lab with the idea that it can 

substitute inert material effect on the flashover phenomenon. This assumption 

should be investigated, as this procedure is based on NSDD=0.1 (mg/cm2). The 

factor KN is introduced and calculated with (2.20). 

 

ὑ
ὔὛὈὈ

ὔὛὈὈ πȢρ έὶ ρ

Ȣ

 (2.20) 

 

7ÈÅÒÅ ɻ ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÆÏÒ (4- ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-HTM insulators are given in TABLE 2.7. 

TABLE 2.7Ȣ ɻ ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÆÏÒ (4- ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-HTM materials. 

 HTM Non-HTM 

ɻ 0.25 0.33 
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B.1. Severity adjustment for specific insulation  

i. Non-uniformity ratio correction  

A non-uniformity ratio correction factor K CUR is introduced to consider the 

pollution non-uniform deposition of pollution in the field. The Contamination 

Uniformity Ratio (CUR) is defined and calculated as the ESDD level on the bottom 

surface of the insulator divided by that of the top surface. The KCUR depends on 

the umbrella material, as summarised in TABLE 2.8. 

 

TABLE 2.8. Contamination uniformity ratio constant KS for different 

materials. 

 

Non-HTM 

HTM 

Ceramic disc type HTM coated 

KCUR 
Ȣ

Ȣ
ρ πȢτÌÏÇ   Not available 1 

 

At present, the contamination uniformity ratio  factor KCUR is not available for 

HTM coated insulators, thus, future investigations would be beneficial to make 

the methodology more comprehensive. 

ii.  Diameter - pollution deposition  

The average diameter of an insulator can be calculated as in [42] . As the average 

diameter increases, the collected pollution decreases. (2.21) is used for average 

diameters larger than 250 mm. 

 

ὑ
Ὀ

ςυπ

Ȣ

 (2.21) 
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Alternatively, a Japanese proposal [43]  with a reference diameter of 115 mm can 

be used, and it is shown as follows: 

 

ὑ
Ὀ

ρρυ
 (2.22) 

 

Where D is expressed in mm. The exponent ʂ can be equal to -0.55, based on 

Japanese data from a coastal site with rapid pollution accumulation [43] , or it can 

be equal to -0.22, based on a proposal from the same paper [43] . 

If D<300 (mm), the effect may be smaller than that described by the 

mathematical relationship. 

If D>500 (mm), there may be a saturation of accumulated pollution on the surface 

of the insulator. 

However, it is clear that the pollution accumulation will also depend on the 

insulator orientation. Thus, it could be worth carrying out investigations on the 

applicability of KD to horizontal arrangements. 

iii.  Statistical factor for the consideration of many insulators  

To reduce the risk of flashover, KS is introduced. It depends on the number of 

considered insulators, and it allows to over-dimension the insulator, in a way that 

the worst performing insulators on the line will still be able to withstand the most 

critical electrical, climatic, and environmental conditions. 

TABLE 2.9 gives values of the statistical factor KS. 

 

TABLE 2.9. Statistical factor values for small and large number of 

insulators. 

 ὔ ρππ ὔ ρππ 

KS 1 1.4 
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iv. SDDdc 

The SDDdc severity for laboratory testing can then be determined with (2.23). 

 

ὛὈὈ ὑὑὑὑ ὑὑὉὛὈὈ  (2.23) 

 

B.2. USCD calculation 

i. Basic 

The basic USCD for DC energisation can be calculated with (2.24) similar to the 

one discussed in section 2.8.2: 

 

ὟὛὅὈ ὄϽὛὈὈ  (2.24) 

 

7ÈÅÒÅ ɻ ÁÎÄ " ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÆÏÒ (4- ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-HTM insulators are given in TABLE 2.10. 

 

TABLE 2.10Ȣ " ÁÎÄ ɻ values for HTM and non-HTM values. 

 HTM Non-HTM 

B 65 110 

ɻ 0.25 0.33 

 

ii.  Diameter ɀ flashover voltage correction  

As previously reviewed in sections 2.15.3 and 2.15.4, the increase in creepage 

length increases the performance up to a certain threshold after which the 

performance decreases again. When the average diameter is greater than 250 

(mm), (2.25) is used. 
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ὅ
Ὀ

ςυπ
 (2.25) 

 

ɡ ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÆÏÒ (4- ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-HTM insulators are given in TABLE 2.11. 

 

TABLE 2.11Ȣ ʃ ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÆÏÒ (4- ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-HTM materials. 

 HTM Non-HTM 

ʃ 0.17 0.30 

 

iii.  Air density factor  

As altitude increases, air density decreases and flashover voltage decreases, as 

described by (2.26). 

 

ὅ ὩȢ  (2.26) 

 

IEC defines H as the altitude above sea level. However, it is standard industry 

practice to offset the sea level to 1000 m, so that the altitude effect is taken into 

account from that height, as it were 0 m. 

iv. Final expression of USCD 

USCD can be calculated with the following compact (2.27) which has been 

derived in this thesis as follows, by combining the described equations above. 

 

╤╢╒╓▀╬ ╒╓╒╪║╚╟╚╒╚╝╚╒╤╡╚╓╚╢╔╢╓╓□▄╪▼
♪ (2.27) 

 

 

7ÈÅÒÅ ɻ ÁÎÄ " ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÉÎ TABLE 2.12. 
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TABLE 2.12Ȣ " ÁÎÄ ɻ ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÍÐÁÃÔ ÅÑÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ (4- ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-

HTM materials. 

 HTM Non-HTM 

B 65 110 

ɻ 0.25 0.33 

 

It is clear from (2.27) that a small ɻ (HTM insulators) reduces the expression in 

the parentheses. However, a small ɻ also increases KN. With regards to the factor 

B, a small B (HTM insulators) reduces the USCD needed. An example in Section 

5.2.1 clarifies the difference in USCD results, based on the insulator material. 

USCDDC dimensioning examples  

Making use of the profile later investigated in Chapter 3, USCD calculations are 

made for different DC pollution severities already presented in TABLE 2.5. 

 

Fig. 2.12. Profile used for USCDDC calculation examples. 

R15

R20

R77

R110

3
1.5

4
6.5
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TABLE 2.13. USCD dimensioning examples, using severity data from [4] . 

Country Station 
ESDDDC 

mg/cm2 

NSDDDC 

mg/cm2 

USCDDC 

(mm/kV)  

China 800 kV 0.05 0.3 37.9 

China 800 kV 0.08 0.48 44.8 

China 800 kV 0.15 0.9 56.0 

USA 
Pacific 

Inertie  
0.026 0.3 32.2 

South Africa Cahora Bassa 0.03 0.15 31.0 

USA LADWP 0.04 0.2 34.3 

 

2.8.4. Simplified HVDC dimensioning if pollution and wetting occur at the 

same time 

If pollution and wetting occur at the same time, a different simplified 

dimensioning approach is available [4] , as shown in Fig. 2.13. First the Site 

Equivalent Salinity (SES) is determined. Then, the salinity is corrected for the 

diameter effect on flashover voltage with KD and for the statistical factor KS.  

 

 

Fig. 2.13. Simplified dimensioning if pollution and wetting occur at the same time. 

A. Site 
Equivalent 

Salinity

A. Determination

B. Insulation

B.1 Salinity on specific insulation
B.2 USCD
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A.  Determination of Site Equivalent Salinity  

The Site Equivalent Salinity SES (kg/m3) is the salinity degree of the Salt-Fog test 

which causes a laboratory test leakage current equal to the peak of the field 

leakage current under wet-polluted conditions [4] . 

B.1. Salinity adjustment for specific insulation  

Once the SES is determined, the diameter effect on pollution accumulation and 

the statistical correction are applied, with KD and KS defined as seen above. The 

equivalent salinity ES is obtained with ( 2.28) [4] . 

 

ὉὛ ὑὑὛὉὛ (2.28) 

 

B.2. USCD calculation 

The USCD can be finally calculated with (2.29) 

 

ὟὛὅὈ ρυϽὉὛ (2.29) 

 

This is then corrected for diameter influence on flashover voltage, and air 

density, as previously explained in the simplified dimensioning of section ȰB.1. 

Severity adjustment for specific insulationȱȟ ÁÓ ɉ2.30) shows: 

 

╤╢╒╓▀╬ ╒╓╒╪ ╚╓╚╢╢╔╢
♪ (2.30) 

 

 

7ÈÅÒÅ ɻ ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÆÏÒ (4- ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-HTM insulators are given in TABLE 2.14. 
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TABLE 2.14Ȣ ɻ ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÓÉÍÐÌÉÆÉÅÄ ÄÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎÉÎÇ ×ÈÅÎ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÔÔÉÎÇ 

occur at the same time. 

 HTM Non-HTM 

ɻ 0.25 0.33 
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2.9. Types of pollution  

TABLE 2.15 presents a pollution classification based on type, which can be active 

or inert  [44]. 

TABLE 2.15. Active and inert pollution: components 

and properties [44]. 

Active 

pollution  

Conductive without water: 

1. Metallic deposit close to mining industry: drastic performance 

drop. Magnetite, pyrite. 

2. Bird streamer: very high salt content [45]ï[47]. 

Conductive when dissolved: 

1. Gas in solution: hard to detect because measurement provokes 

evaporation [44]. SO2, H2S, NH3. When the rain droplets fall from 

the clouds towards ground, gases like SO2 can be collected, 

especially in industrial areas. The rain becomes acid, and when 

it deposits on the surface of the insulator, it causes a higher 

surface conductivity with respect to a surface conductivity 

given by non-contaminated rain. 

2. Ionic salts: NaCl, Na2CO3, MgCl2, CaSO4 (gypsum). 

3. Fly ash, cement. 

Inert 

pollution  

Tonoko 

Kaolin 

Kieselguhr 

1. In AC, it has small and indirect influence on the withstand 

voltage. It retains water, which allows more active pollutant to 

be dissolved. The impact of the water depends on the quantity 

of active pollution and its solubility. 

2. In DC: 

a. the withstand voltage is dependent on the inert pollution, 

under the same ESDD conditions. 

b. the hydrophobicity of polymeric insulators is affected by the 

inert pollution. Whereas, as anticipated, a portion of dry active 

pollution becomes hydrophobic, when deposited on the 

hydrophobic surface. 
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This indicates that pollution is mostly inert under AC, in terms of withstand 

voltage, and it is non-inert under DC. Furthermore, under DC, the inert pollution 

affects the hydrophobicity of the HT material. 

With regards to the influence of inert material type, IEC 60507 [36] recommends 

40g of inert material per 1 litre of water for all inert material test methods, even 

if insulator geometry can influence NSDD (mg of inert material/cm2). Two 

different inert materials behave differently with regards to NSDD and the 

concentration of non-soluble contaminants per litre. Two common inert 

materials are Kaolin and Tonoko. First, they both have a non-linear behaviour, 

more similarly, it is a quadratic relationship. As the concentration per litre 

increases, the NSDD increases almost quadratically. Moreover, Tonoko increase 

is higher than KaolinȭÓȢ It means that the concentration of inert material per 

surface unit increases faster than its concentration per liquid unit [48]. 

As the amount of inert pollution deposition increases on the insulator surface, 

the amount of water retained increases, so the amount of active pollution 

dissolved is higher. As a consequence of inert material deposition, the withstand 

voltage is likely to drop (not as much as for the active pollution). This mechanism 

has been experimentally proven with measurements of the AC withstand 

flashover voltage [49], as shown in Fig. 2.14. 
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Fig. 2.14. AC U50/unit (kV) as a function of NSDD under two SDD conditions, for 

the 250S type disc insulator [49]. 

 

Fig. 2.15 shows a review of results from [4]  of the sources [2], [48], [50]ɀ[52]  

with respect to the influence of non-soluble contamination on the withstand 

voltage. 

The results of Fig. 2.15 are considered in ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ȰA.2. Corrections for the 

pollution severity estimationȱ with regards to the selection and dimensioning of 

DC outdoor insulators. A correction factor KN to account for the influence of the 

non-soluble material on the insulator performance will be introduced. 

In addition to the water retention by the non-soluble material, a second factor 

affects the performance of HTM insulators. When pollution deposits on silicone 

rubber, low molecular weight silicone emerges on the surface from the bulk. 

These molecules of silicone combine with pollution [28] . As a result, the 

hydrophobicity transfers to pollution and the insulator recovers its 

hydrophobicity. This process takes time, which increases with pollution severity. 
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Fig. 2.15. Consolidated data illustrating the effect of the amount of non-soluble 

materials in the pollution layer on the flashover voltage of the insulator [2], [48], 

[50]ɀ[52] . 

 

Thus, when tests are performed, part of the hydrophobicity is lost if tests are 

performed shortly after the non-soluble contamination. Details of the transfer 

time can be observed in Fig. 2.4 and Fig. 2.5, which have previously been 

discussed. 

2.9.1. Salt solubility  

In AC, there is almost no dependence of salt solubility on pollution flashover 

voltage under the same ESDD condition [53]. Moreover, as the ESDD increases, 

the withstand voltage decreases, as expected. Whereas in DC, the withstand 

voltage is very different for the same ESDD condition [48], [54]. 

The dissolution process of salts needs to take into account the temperature 

variation caused by increased current flow because temperature influences 

conductivity [55].  
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2.9.2. Type A and Type B pollution  

A classification of pollution is made, based on its composition[56]: 

a)  Type A pollution is both soluble and non-soluble, respectively measurable 

with ESDD and NSDD. 

b)  Type B pollution is already in the form of electrolyte. One example would 

be sea spray. 

2.10. Artificial contamination tests 

Artificial contamination tests are carried out to determine the voltage which 

causes flashover 50% of the times it is applied, often referred as U50 or 50% FOV. 

The variables of the tests are: 

a) salt/ non-soluble material ratio , 

b) the SDD which is investigated from very low values of 0.01 mg/cm2 to 

large values such as 0.6 mg/cm2, 

c) the NSDD which is generally constant at 0.1 mg/cm2 or similar values [57] , 

with the exception of Chinese tests which may use 1 mg/cm2, like at China 

EPRI UHVDC pollution laboratory, or similar  values due to the larger 

NSDDs found in ChinaȭÓ service, as shown in TABLE 2.5 [4] , 

d) Specimen insulator (e.g. 250S, 320DC, which are disc type insulators, and 

other types), 

e) Test voltage, whether AC, DC, SI, LI, ramps, or particular  superimpositions. 

The results for a 250S disc insulator [48] are shown in TABLE 2.16: 

Overall, many variables are considered, so the complexity of the problem is very 

high. However, it is clear that the wetting of the pollution deposition is the main 

cause of fault related to outdoor insulation (overvoltages neglected). Therefore, 

efforts to find performant solutions need to be addressed to avoid pollution and 

water deposits on insulation surfaces. 
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TABLE 2.16. AC and DC pollution performance of 250S disc insulator. 

 AC DC 

Flashover voltage Higher 

Lower 

2.4% 

Tonoko 

Lower 13.5 

% Kaolin 

Max leakage current Higher 
Lower 8% 

Tonoko 
Lower 6% 

 

To avoid pollution under DC, the following factors need consideration: 

a) DC energisation causes pollution attraction, especially to high electric 

field surface regions, 

b) Direction of the pollution brought by wind, 

c) Lastly, rain direction, as its effect may be negative if light enough not 

to clean the insulator and initiate the flashover phenomenon or it may 

be positive if heavy enough to allow the cleaning of the insulator. 

2.10.1. Artificial contamination tests for hydrophobic materials  

No standard test is yet available for hydrophobic insulators under contaminated 

conditions. In the standard BS EN 62217 [58] , it is mentioned that the 

applicability of standard pollution tests specified in IEC 60507 and 61245 [36], 

[59]  has not yet been proven on composite insulators and still requiring study by 

CIGRE. ȰThe results of such pollution tests performed on insulators made of 

polymeric materials do not correlate with experience obtained from serviceȱȢ 

This may be due to the non-uniform distribution of hy drophobicity in service 

insulators, as seen in section 2.5.4, and the influence of non-soluble material on 

the hydrophobicity transfer speed, as seen in section 2.5.3. Hydrophobicity class 

at the moment of test and hydrophobicity uniformity should, therefore, be 

addressed in the upcoming standard for composite insulator pollution testing. 



Chapter 2. A review of polluted outdoor insulators 

56 

 

Nonetheless, research on the test has been done, in particular, to realise a 

uniform pollution layer  which is challenging due to the hydrophobicity. Naito et 

al . [57]  propose an improved process to obtain a more uniform pollution layer, 

as shown in TABLE 2.17 and Fig. 2.16.  

 

TABLE 2.17. Original and improved process of the pollution method for 

composite insulators [57] . 

Testing phase Duration Description 

A 

Pre-treatment 

/ pre -

conditioning 

A1 5 min 
Pre-contamination original or 

improved* 

A2 30 min Drying 

A3 5 min Washing with running tap water 

B 5 min Dipping in the pollution slurry  

C Variable Drying (variable or 30 min) 

D 60 min Clean fog test procedure 

E 5 min Washing 

 

*Original: spraying minute water droplets (may be non-uniform on trunk and 

shed bottoms) and then uniformly sprinkling of Tonoko powder. Improved: 

spraying of Tonoko slurry . 

 

To compromise the hydrophobicity, rather than spraying water droplets and 

sprinkling Tonoko powder, a Tonoko slurry is sprayed on the surface of the 

insulator. Then, drying and washing are done. Finally, a pollution slurry is applied 

and drying occurs until the desired level of hydrophobicity is recovered. At this 

stage, a fog test can be performed. 
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Fig. 2.16. Schematic original and improved process of the pollution method for 

composite insulators [57] . 

 

The authors of [57]  also investigated the performance of a composite insulator 

with different hydrophobicity classes, depending on the drying time C of TABLE 

2.17. The results are shown in Fig. 2.17. 
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(a)                                                         (b) 

Fig. 2.17. (a) Contact angle relationship with time after pollution (h). (b) Pollution 

withstand voltage (kV) relationship with time after pollution (h)  [57] . 

 

As expected, a positive correlation between hydrophobicity class, indicated by 

the contact angle, and withstand voltage exists. 

2.11. Pollution accumulation mechanism 

Some pollution is being deposited on the surface of the insulator, some is being 

carried away or falls from the insulator. The nett of the two gives the pollution 

amount that is being accumulated or reduced. 

The physical forces which determine the resulting force exerted on a pollution 

particle are considered in [60]ï[63] and are: 

a) Wind force, 

b) Gravitational force, and 

c) Electric force, which has two components: 

c1)  The electrostatic component, only present in DC energisation, and 

c2) Dielectrophoretic attraction of neutral particles., which is 

negligible compared to the other forces. 

Thus, the resulting force can be expressed with (2.31): 
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╕▬ ╕◌  ╕▌ ╕╔ (2.31) 

 

This equation is in fact a system of three equations, each referring to  one of the x, 

y, and z axes, which fully describe the position of the particle in space. 

As the wind velocity vw (m/s) varies, the dominant forces exerted on the 

pollution particle vary, in a way described by TABLE 2.18. 

 

TABLE 2.18. Dominant forces on pollution particle as a function of wind 

velocity [61] 

If the wind velocity  is: 
Then, the dominant forces are: 

AC DC 

vw < 2 (m/s ) Gravitational Electrostatic, gravitational 

2 (m/s ) < vw < 3 (m/s ) Gravitational and wind All three forces 

vw > 3 (m/s ) Wind Wind, appreciable 

electrostatic 

 

In a marine environment, the Salt Deposit Density SDD is generally proportional 

to wind velocity. It means that as the wind increases, the nett SDD remaining on 

the insulator surface is larger [64]. The ESDD is larger for insulators close to the 

coast [65]. The precise amount depends on topography and climate. A 

consequence is that the highest salt pollution deposits should be found on windy 

coasts. 

With respect to axisymmetry of the pollution deposition, the wind side of an 

insulator, which is the one exposed to wind, is cleaner than the lee side, which is 

the opposite side to where the wind leaves pollution on the insulator [66], [67]. 

In general, the non-uniform pollution deposition or non-uniform wetting reduces 

withstand voltage by about 70% [68], [69]. 
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For windy and polluted regions, like a desert environment, flat aerodynamic 

profiles of the sheds are more preferable than fog profiles. In fact, even if 

aerodynamic profiles are shorter in creepage length, they allow the wind to clean 

their surface more easily than when having under-shed ribs [60]. 

2.11.1. Electric force  

In AC, the electric force is constantly alternating in time, as the electric field 

reverses. Therefore, there is not an electrostatic attraction of pollution, but there 

exists a dielectrophoretic attraction for neutral particles. However, as 

anticipated, the dielectrophoretic force is negligible with respect to wind and 

gravitational forces. However, if a neutral particle has a dimension which is large 

enough, dielectrophoretic attraction towards the insulator happens as well. 

In DC, there exists an electrostatic force because the electric field is unidirectional 

[70], [71]. E is also almost constant in time, depending on how small the ripple of 

the DC voltage is. Thus, charged pollution  particles are attracted to high electric 

field regions, as described by the following vectorial (2.32). 

 

╕ ή╔ (2.32) 

 

Where the electric field vector E is large in magnitude, the charged pollution is 

attracted with greater force. The electric field E is not easy to calculate 

analytically in the case of an outdoor insulator because it depends on the 

insulator shape. The shape is very different from simple geometries like 

cylinders, but some behaviours usually recur, regardless of the specific insulator 

profile , e.g., usually, the high electric field region, which corresponds to the high 

electric force region, is situated around the insulator electrodes and in proximity 

of sharp corners and needles. 

2.11.2. Pollution charge consideration for DC  

Pollution particles can be electrically charged before approaching the insulator, 

for example, they can be charged in the air due to the fric tion caused by wind. 

Pollution particles can also be neutral in charge. These particles can be polarised 

when they approach the electrically charged insulator. In fact, the electrons do 
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not leave their nucleus, but still an atom polarisation takes place, because the 

electrons spend more time on one side of the atom [72] . The negative cloud of 

electrons is distorted because of the interaction with the electrostatic field of the 

insulator. 

It has been observed that DC polarity has very little influence on the amount of 

deposition [4], [73], [74] . However, as a fundamental requirement, it would be 

desirable to avoid pollution deposit in the first place, by means of an effective 

design. 

2.11.3. Full Lorentz force expression  

It may also be useful to consider the full Lorentz force expression with (2.33): 

 

╕ ή╔ ή○ ║ (2.33) 

 

which includes the contribution of the vectorial product of the particle velocity v 

and the induction field B. There are two components of the induction field that 

need consideration. One is related to the current flowing through the line 

conductor, below the insulator (in the case of suspension insulators) or above the 

insulator (in the case of substation post insulators), and the other component is 

related to the leakage current, which is substantially smaller than the line 

current. The B related component of the force seems negligible with respect to 

the electric field force, and it is not reported by CIGRE TB 158 [2] . 

2.12. Wetting mechanism 

The mechanisms of insulator wetting are the following: 

a) Condensation [75], [76], 

b) Precipitation [77], 

c) Hygroscopic behaviour [55], [75], [78], and 

d) Molecular diffusion. 
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a) Condensation usually occurs during the early hours of the morning, when 

the insulator is still cold, and the air starts getting hotter because of solar 

irradiation. Condensation can only happen when the insulator 

temperature is lower than the air temperature. The larger the 

temperature difference is, the larger will be the wetting rate due to 

condensation. 

More specifically, condensation happens when the insulator temperature 

falls below the dew-point temperature, which depends on pressure. The 

higher the density, the lower the dew-point temperature because of the 

proximity of particles. Condensation is heavier on the top of the insulator 

in the early morning because, during the night, this part radiates more 

heat towards the atmosphere than the rest of the insulator. Condensation 

usually occurs in the morning following a clear still night [79], [80]. 

b) Precipitation is later discussed in detail. 

c) The hygroscopic behaviour is defined by: 

c1) how the surface reacts with water (liquid and gas more generally). 

If the water is absorbed in the insulating material or adsorbed (just 

adheres to the surface), and 

c2) the chemical composition variation of the liquid/gas, and the 

surface particles after the reaction takes place. 

d) molecular diffusion is the diffusion in space of gas and liquid particles due 

to their stochastic thermal movement. 

In the case of no rain: if the insulator temperature is higher than air, then the 

wetting is due to hygroscopic and molecular diffusion, whereas if the air is hotter 

than the surface, like in the early morning, then the wetting is due to hygroscopic 

and molecular diffusion and condensation  [2] . 

Moreover, as the temperature difference between the insulator surface and the 

air increases, the wetting becomes scarcer because of evaporation. 
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TABLE 2.19 summarises the discussed wetting mechanisms: 

 

TABLE 2.19. Wetting mechanisms with variation of insulator-ambient 

temperature difference [2] . 

Temperature 

relationship 
Wetting mechanism Wetting amount 

Ti<Ta 

1. hygroscopic diffusion 

2. molecular diffusion 

3. condensation 

If Ta-Tiḻ0, then high 

wetting 

Ti>Ta 

1. hygroscopic diffusion 

2. molecular diffusion 

3. condensation not possible 

If Ti-Taḻ0, then low 

wetting 

 

Where Ti is the insulator temperature and Ta is the ambient temperature. 

With regards to precipitation, it is worth referencing the two main precipitation 

types [77]: 

a) cumulus are very tall and usually standalone clouds characterised by 

short and intense rain precipitations. 

b) stratus instead are thin clouds that uniformly cover the sky. The rain of 

stratus is usually long in duration, and the rate is small. 

Depending on the precipitation state, density, shape, and dimension, it is possible 

to elaborate a classification. It is worth noting that when rain droplets are fine 

with a diameter smaller than 0.5 mm, the type of precipitation is defined as 

drizzle. In the UK, this kind of precipitation is frequent [81] . 
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2.12.1. Rain resistivity  

It is important to note that rain resistivity can greatly affect the withstand voltage 

of an insulator when the rain resistivity is smaller than 14 (ËɱÃÍ) [82]. The 

smaller the rain resistivity, the larger the withstand voltage drop of the insulator. 

In Japan for example, the resistivity is frequently between 5 and 30 (ËɱÃÍ), so 

having a resistivity smaller than 14 ɉËɱÃÍɊ is a frequent event. If the rain 

resistivity is as small as 2 to 4 ɉËɱÃÍɊ, the AC withstand voltage can be reduced 

by half [82]. 

This thesis studies the effect of rain resistivity under SI, and SI superimposed on 

DC in Chapter 4. 

2.12.2. Tropical precipitation  

The tropical precipitation type is intense, short-lived, and usually supplied by 

cumulus clouds. Based on China Electric Power Research Institute field 

experience, learnt while working on the contents of Chapter 3, this can lead to a 

fast insulator flashover, but it is positive as it naturally cleans the insulator. 

2.12.3. Mid -latitude precipitation  

In this case, the rain is gentle, and it  spreads over a broad area. 

2.12.4. Low precipitation regions  

There are low precipitation regions because of the lack of mechanism to saturate 

the air and thus create the cloud. However, over the oceans and the majority of 

desert environment, moisture is present, and it deposits on insulators. 

Sometimes, high precipitation areas become low precipitation areas for several 

years. In recent years, this is the case for the Brazilian lines in the Amazon area, 

as reported by Edson Guedes da Costa at the International Symposium on High 

Voltage Engineering (ISH) 2019 in Hungary, Budapest [83] . 

2.12.5. Fog 

Fog will occur when atmosphere cooling happens and its temperature is low 

enough to bring to condensation the air humidity [77]. The amount of cooling 

necessary for fog to occur depends on the air humidity percentage, air pressure, 

and air temperature. 
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Natural fog density is in the range 0.01 g/m3 Ѓ ɿfog < 1 g/m 3 [2] . However, 90% of 

fog density ɿ90% fog corresponds to 0.5 g of water per m3 (g/m 3), which means that 

simulating a higher fog density for insulator fog test methods does not represent 

the majority of fog cases. 

2.12.6. Moisture absorption  

When an aqueous solution is present on the surface of the insulator, 

unfortunately, moisture absorption always happens. It occurs because the 

vapour pressure of the atmosphere is higher than the aqueous solution vapour 

pressure. 

It is worth noting that a drastic withstand voltage drop occurs when the relative 

humidity of the ambient is higher than 75% [84]. This means that very humid 

areas heavily compromise the performance of outdoor insulation. 

2.12.7. Ice and snow 

Ice and snow affect the mechanical requirements of the system. In fact, their 

presence along the conductors can be significant in terms of conductor distance 

to ground and distance between conductors. They also greatly influence the 

electrical strength of outdoor insulation. 

Ice is classified by density, appearance, shape, and conductivity. One very critical  

factor to consider is the conductivity of melting ice water, which is generally ten 

times the conductivity of freezing water, as (2.34) summarises. 

 

„   ḙρπ „   (2.34) 

 

As a consequence, melting ice substantially increases the likelihood of flashover, 

being the surface resistance significantly decreased. 

When the insulator is relatively warm and the ambient temperature is below 

zero, ice melts and the resulting water droplets may freeze again before falling 

from the insulator shed. In this case, icicles are formed, and they can bridge string 

insulators (multiple units , such as cap and pin insulators) or insulator sheds 

(single unit, such as composite insulators). In this case, flashover risk can be 
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minimised by installing sufficient ly inclined insulators or strings. In the case of 

inclined parallel insulators, icicles can bridge two strings if one string is 

positioned below the other. 

Ice flashover mechanism is now better understood and, in general, this is how it 

works: flashover occurs when ice melts. As anticipated, the water dripping from 

ice has a very high conductivity, especially close to the sea, so high voltage is 

applied elsewhere in the dry zones. The arcing process begins, and it can lead to 

flashover if the voltage applied to the dry bands is large enough to provoke the 

breakdown of air in the vicinity of each dry band. Insulator flashover under icing 

conditions is explained in greater detail by Farzaneh in [85] . 

One of the conclusions [2]  is that vertical mounting shall be avoided in locations 

prone to night icing and day melting. 

2.13. Insulator cleaning based on orientation, 

diameter, and material 

Different insulator profiles catch pollution in different ways and amounts. Their 

shape suitability to natural cleaning varies [67]. For example, the aerodynamic 

profile has a short creepage length per unit axial length (i.e. a relatively small 

creepage factor), but it is highly cleanable by wind, as opposed to convoluted 

shed designs. Other than shape, the factors playing a role in the amount of 

deposited pollution are orientation, average diameter, and material. 

2.13.1. Orientation  

 Orientation is critical in the case of: 

a) well-defined polluting sources, 

b) rapid pollution accumulation, and 

c) scarce natural cleaning. 

 

Available literature shows that the inclined insulators (tension insulators) 

accumulate less pollution than the vertical insulators (suspension insulators), 
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and horizontal strings catch even less pollution [86]. Moreover, the rain generally 

cleans the insulator more efficiently, when inclined [4] . 

This thesis provides insights on the laboratory performance of composite 

insulators with respect to orientation. Chapter 3 investigates the vertical and 

horizontal HVDC performance of composite insulators of various lengths under 

the same pollution severity , showing a better performance in the horizontal case.  

Chapter 4 investigates the vertical and horizontal orientations, under dry and 

rain conditions, under SI and SI superimposed on DC. The results show a better 

performance of the horizontal insulator in both dry and rain conditions, 

respectively for reasons related to the electrode configuration and the rain 

droplets direction. 

 

2.13.2. Average diameter  

There is a relationship between ESDD and the average diameter of insulators. 

Insulators with a large diameter catch less pollution per cm2 compared with 

small diameter ones [74], [87] , even though this is not what one would expect. 

The results are shown in Fig. 2.18. 

 

 

Fig. 2.18. ESDD ratio as a function of insulator average diameter. For a), the 

reference ESDD corresponds to D=115mm, under de-energised condition [87] ; 

for b), the reference is D=200mm, under DC energisation [74] . 
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However, an increase in average diameter can lead to lower flashover voltages. 

In fact, Fig. 2.19 shows that under AC, a larger USCD is needed as the diameter 

increases. It also shows that polymeric insulators require less specific creepage 

distance with respect to porcelain ones, due to their superior performance given 

by the hydrophobicity property. 

 

Fig. 2.19. USCD as a function of the average diameter, under AC [88] . 

 

The influences of the average diameter on pollution accumulation and on 

flashover voltage are taken into account in section 2.8.3, respectively with the 

factors KD and CD. 

2.13.3. Material  

In the majority of cases, silicone rubber insulators get dirtier than those made of 

porcelain [66], [89]. However, silicone rubber transfers the hydrophobicity 

property to the deposited pollution, which then becomes hydrophobic, and 

prevents water deposition and hence initiation of a pollution flashover event. 

Therefore, depending on the hydrophobicity class on the insulator, part of the 

deposited pollution does not directly account for the flashover performance. 
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2.13.4. Equilibrium of pollution accumulation  

When the insulator is first put in service, it is clean. With service time, pollution 

accumulates on the insulator, but wind and precipitation clean it outdoors. This 

process continues increasing the pollution severity up to an equilibrium average. 

Usually, the equilibrium of pollution deposit is reached in a few years with an 

exponential convergence. One measured example for the equilibrium 

convergence of ceramic insulator pollution deposit is 2-3 years [60]. 

2.14. Insulator ageing 

Many factors are associated with the ageing of insulators. These factors are heavy 

wetting, blown sand, corona, spark discharges, solar radiation and biological 

growth. 

The ageing effects are not uniform on the insulator. On composite insulators, the 

non-uniformity was found both axially and circumferentially by Rowland et al. 

[90] . In fact, with regards to the axial non-uniformity, t he water droplet  contact 

angles were found high at the insulator ends and low towards the middle part of 

the insulator. The use of corona rings may explain the reason for this distribution , 

because they locally reduce the electrical stress and decelerate the ageing 

process due to corona. With regards to the circumferential non-uniformity, the 

north side contact angles were found higher than on the south side, which is 

especially true on the shed top surfaces. The reduced hydrophobicity on the 

south side highlights the importance of solar radiation on the ageing process. 

These results are shown in Fig. 2.20 and Fig. 2.21. 
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Fig. 2.20. Average contact angle along the core of each insulator in each of the 

compass directions [90] . 

 

 

Fig. 2.21. Average contact angle on the top surface of the sheds in each of the 

compass directions [90] . 

2.14.1. Biological growth  

With regards to biological growth effects on composite insulators, Gubanski et al. 

[91]  found that wet flashover levels reduce by approximately 30%. However, 

they concluded that the impact of biological growth on the electrical performance 

is rather low. 

In a more recent work from Shang [92] , it was observed that the hydrophobicity 

is lost where biological growth covers the composite insulator surface, and it was 
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verified that biological growth causes an increase in leakage current, with respect 

to the hydrophobic condition. 

2.15. AC and DC performance-based insulator design 

2.15.1. Insulat or design  for AC energisation  

For AC energisation, evidence-based conclusions are reviewed as follows. 

For a standard profile, only a large increase in creepage length can increase 

contamination performance [60], [93]. However, it is clear that there exists a 

threshold creepage factor above which the performance starts decreasing again. 

For the anti fog profile, attention should be paid to under ribs bridging arcing [93]. 

Therefore, the proper dimensioning of the ribs is critical. In general, alternating 

rib lengths increase the withstand voltage performance. 

2.15.2. Insulator design for DC energisation  

Two research projects [94], [95] demonstrated that increasing the creepage 

factor does not necessarily increase the performance of an insulator under the 

Solid-Layer test method for porcelain post insulators. In fact, as seen in CIGRE TB 

518 [4] , there are some recommended limits in the creepage factor, depending 

on the application type. In the case of porcelain insulators, CF should not exceed 

4 to 4.4. In the case of composite line insulators which are investigated in this 

thesis, the creepage factor should not exceed 4.3, according to [4] . 

The laboratory performance of line composite insulators with focus on the profile 

design parameters has been studied by Matsuoka et al. [88]  under light pollution, 

and by Zhang et al. [33]  under heavy pollution. Alternating large-small (ALS) shed 

profile will be reviewed as opposed to profiles with constant shed diameter, due 

to the known better performance of alternating profiles, with respect to non-

alternating ones [88] . 

2.15.3. DC design study under l ight  pollution  

Matsuoka et al. [88]  have investigated the role of the creepage factor on the 

flashover voltage per metre of AD under the conditions shown in TABLE 2.20. 
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TABLE 2.20. Test specifications of Matsuoka et al. [88] . 

NSDD (mg/cm2) SDD (mg/cm2) HC (1-7) 

0.1 0.03 7 

 

The NSDD is not explicitly specified in [88] . However, the paper references Naito, 

Matsuoka, et al. [57]  which specifies their practice with NSDD=0.1 mg/cm2. 

The results have been post-processed in this thesis and shown in Fig. 2.23. P1 

and P2 indicate the distances in mm between the trunk and the large shed 

extremity (large shed overhang), and between the trunk and the small shed 

extremity (small shed overhang), respectively. The graphical description of P1, 

P2, and S is provided in Fig. 2.22. 

 

 

Fig. 2.22. Graphical description of P1, P2, and S, as used in Fig. 2.23 and Fig. 2.25. 
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Fig. 2.23. Specific flashover voltage (kV/m) as a function of insulator creepage 

factor. The labels above the icons show the spacing between two large sheds S, 

as shown in Fig. 2.22. Post-processed from [88] . 

 

It can be observed that the best performing design has a spacing S between two 

large shed tips of 60 mm, with a CF=4.6, which is larger than the 4.3 

recommendation limit from [4] . 

2.15.4. DC design study under heavy pollution  

Zhang et al. [33]  have investigated the role of the profile at an altitude of 1970 m 

above sea level, at a pressure of 80% the one found at sea level. Still, the result 

trends should be applicable to lower altitudes. 

The test specifications of [33]  are reported in TABLE 2.21. 

 

TABLE 2.21. Test specifications of Zhang et al. [33] . 

NSDD (mg/cm2) SDD (mg/cm2) HC (1-7) 

0.6 0.1 7 
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CIGRE TB 518 [4]  reviews [33]  with the U ɀ CF chart reported in Fig. 2.24. 

 

 

Fig. 2.24. Specific flashover voltage (kV/m) as a function of the creepage factor 

[4] . 

 

However, Fig. 2.24 does not differentiate between the four different shed profiles 

investigated by [33] . Moreover, the trend line may induce to think that an 

increase in CF leads to a performance increase, which is not the case. In this PhD 

work , the paper data [33]  has been post-processed in the same manner as used 

in Fig. 2.23 for ease of comparison purposes. The post-processing results are 

shown in Fig. 2.25. The graphical description of P1, P2, and S is provided in Fig. 

2.22. 
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Fig. 2.25. Specific flashover voltage (kV/m) as a function of CF. The labels above 

the icons show the spacing S between two large sheds, as shown in Fig. 2.22. Post-

processed from [33] . 

 

The following observations can be made regarding the reviewed heavy pollution 

study. 

a) The first observation is that when the spacing between two large sheds 

(or two small sheds), defined in the paper as S (mm) repeat unit distance, 

is 100 mm, the performance of each design is maximum. 

b) The specific flashover voltage peaks in the same way for each of the five 

investigated profiles, with respect to the spacing S. This observation 

suggests that a different P1/P2 ratio, not included in the reviewed study 

[33] , would exhibit a similar trend with respect to S, at the same pollution 

level. 

c) Secondly, by comparing the five designs at S=100 mm, P1/P2=90/66 

performs best, and its CF is 3.68. 

d) It is worth noting that, at S=100 mm, the specific flashover voltage of the 

P1/P2=131/66 design is lower than the adjacent designs P1/P2=90/66 

and P1/P2=131/90 . Same observations can be made when S=90 mm and 

S=110 mm.  Thus, it could be worth questioning the results of the 
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P1/P2=131/66 design as they do not reflect the reasonably expectable 

trend which would cause its performance to be higher than what is shown. 

Equally, it could be worth questioning the results of the P1/P2=131/90 

design which could be lower than shown, if P1/P2=131/66 are correct. 

e) To check the results of the questioned designs, it is critical to accurately 

keep the same hydrophobicity  class for each tested insulator, which is 

specified in [33]  to be HC7. 

2.15.5. Remarks on DC design with respect to pollution severity  

Having analysed the designs under light and heavy pollution, a comparison can 

now be made between the two severities. In [88] , the authors investigated only 

one  P1/P2=70/50  rati o. The most similar ratio from [33]  is P1/P2=74/54. Thus, 

these two will be compared. 

Under light pollution, the best performing design has a large to large shed spacing 

of S=60 mm at CF=4.6. Whereas, under heavy pollution, the best performance is 

exhibited by S=100 mm at CF=3.16. From this observation, it can be concluded 

that as the pollution severity increases, the large to large shed spacing S should 

increase. 

It is also worth noting that  the best performing CF under light pollution is 4.6 and, 

under heavy pollution, is 3.7. Thus, as the pollution severity increases, the best 

CF decreases. However, as previously observed, a verification of the results of 

P1/P2=131/66 and P1/P2=131/90  with respect to hydrophobicity class could 

be made. 

2.16. Linearity of withstand voltage with arcing 

distance 

2.16.1. Under AC 

The relationship of insulator withstand voltage performance with  string length 

is non-linear. In fact, linearity exists up to the EHV range, i.e. 275-500 kV [93], 

[96], [97]. A coefficient is used to define the non-linearity of UHV, with voltage 

levels above 500 kV. The coefficient is defined as the string coefficient lambda. Its 
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value varies depending on the severity of pollution ESDD to which the insulator 

is exposed. 

2.16.2. Under DC 

In non-HTM insulators, non-linearity has sometimes been found for DC, when 

SDD<0.05 mg/cm2. Evidence of this can be found in the study conducted on cap 

and pin insulators [98] and station post insulators [95]. Also for HTM insulators, 

non-linearity has been observed at SDD=0.03 mg/cm2, and linearity has been 

observed at heavy pollution levels of 0.5 mg/cm2 [88]. 

 

 

Fig. 2.26. Composite insulator linearity of withstand voltage (kV) and effective 

length (AD) (m), at NSDD=0.1 mg/cm2 [88]. 

 

Thus, when extrapolating laboratory results to UHV levels, a correction factor of 

1.1 for dimensioning may be considered if the pollution severity of the 

application site has low pollution levels. 
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2.17. DC to AC severity ratios in service and in wind 

tunnel experiments 

2.17.1. DC to AC deposit density ratio  Kp  in service  

There exists an approach for estimating the pollution contamination level of DC 

energised insulators with respect to those energised with AC. The approach is 

based on the site severity correction factor Kp [35], [64], [99]ï[105]. Kp is the ratio 

of pollution deposit density (active or inert) under DC over that under AC. Thus, 

by multiplying the known AC severity by Kp, it is possible to estimate the DC 

energised insulator contamination. 

Values of Kp, as given by Wu et al. [106], are shown in TABLE 2.22. 

 

TABLE 2.22. Kp values for different environment types [106]. 

Kp Environment type 

1-1.2 
Natural environment, e.g. sea and 

desert 

1.3-1-9 
Natural environment and a few km 

distant industrial source 

2-3 
Within a few km distant industrial 

source 

 

Average values of Kp and its distributions are available in Fig. 2.27 from a more 

recent review done in [4]  of the papers [71], [99], [107]ɀ[111] . The original figure 

has been edited in this thesis, by including the vertical and horizontal gridlines, 

which enable a more accurate reading of the results. 

Three observations are made with regards to Fig. 2.27: 

a) Kp decreases as the ESDD increases, 
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b) The largest Kp distributions can be seen for low values of ESDD, namely 

below 0.02 mg/cm2, and 

c) Four significant large DC severities are calculated conservatively in 

TABLE 2.23, which shows the maximum ESDDDC to be 0.32 mg/cm2. 

 

Fig. 2.27. Relationship between ESDD measured on AC energised or non-

energised insulators and Kp [71], [99], [107]ɀ[111] . 

 

TABLE 2.23. Conservative calculation of significant 

large DC severities from Fig. 2.27. 

Location 
ESDDAC or non-energised 

(mg/cm 2) 

Largest Kp 

(conservative) 

ESDDDC=ESDDAC·Kp 

(mg/cm 2) 

Sweden 0.08 4 0.32 

Noto (Japan) 0.15 1.5 0.225 

Pacific Inertie 1 

(western USA) 
0.015 10 0.15 

Pacific Inertie 2 

(western USA) 
0.01 10.5 0.105 
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In Chapter 5, two deposit density assumptions are made for the conversion of UK 

existing lines to HVDC. The first is ESDDDC=NSDDDC=0.6 mg/cm2 and the second 

is ESDDDC=NSDDDC=0.2 mg/cm2. As far as seen in Fig. 2.27 and TABLE 2.23, the 

first assumption is considerably conservative and, therefore, safe to consider in 

absence of ESDDAC and NSDDAC data, and the second assumption is still mostly 

conservative but it is exceeded by the Sweden and Noto (Japan) cases, as shown 

in Fig. 2.27. 

Three wind tunnel studies, [112] , [113] , and [114] , on the pollution accumulation 

behaviour at different wind speeds and energisations are found and reviewed as 

follows. 

2.17.2. Wind tunnel n on-energised salt fog study  

Matsumoto et al. [112]  investigated the SDD for various cylindrical insulator 

diameters. A wind tunnel with a relaxation chamber at the end has been used to 

contaminate the insulators with salt fog. 

 

 

Fig. 2.28. Non-energised salt fog study at various insulator diameters with wind 

tunnel [112] . 

 

The study [112]  confirms the findings of [87] discussed in section 2.13.2. The 

deposit density increases as the insulator diameter decreases. 

Wind speedDurationPollution typeFine mist size

Up to 14m/s 15 min Salt fog15-30 ȋm

SDD Ɓ as D ƃ

Cylindrical model insulators
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2.17.3. Wind tunnel i nfluence of pollution size  under AC and DC 

This study [113]  intended to obtain the contamination ratios between DC 

energisation and AC energisation, previously defined as Kp. This has been done 

at various contaminant dimensions, as indicated in Fig. 2.29. 

 

 

Fig. 2.29. Pollution size study under AC and DC with wind tunnel [113] . 

 

Two insulator profiles have been tested. A three skirt profile and a bell profile 

with a CD of 545 and 340 mm, respectively, per insulator. 7 insulators have been 

used to form a string and have been energised at 90 kV. 

The results shown in Fig. 2.30 clearly indicate that at large wind speeds, the 

contaminations under AC and DC are relatively similar, as the wind force 

dominates the other forces, as seen in section 2.11. At low wind speeds, however, 

the contamination degree under DC is much larger than under AC because the 

dominant force is the electrical force. The results also show that this difference is 

accentuated for small pollution particles. In the controlled wind tunnel 

experiment, Kp values are found as high as 24, which is much larger than the 

largest observed in service in Fig. 2.27, namely 10.5. Thus, it could be assumed 

Wind speedDuration Pollution typePollution size

0.5-7 m/s Up to 15 h Sand 2.32ȋm

Diatomite50ȋm

NaCl 100ȋm

Insulator
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that the wind tunnel experiment can therefore conservatively and safely provide 

Kp values which should not occur in service. 

 

 

a) USCDDC=42.4 mm/kV   b) USCDDC=26.4 mm/kV 

Fig. 2.30. Results of pollution size study under AC and DC with wind tunnel for 

two different profiles  [113] . 

 

2.17.4. Wind tunnel p ollution size study under increasing  direct voltage  

As Fig. 2.31 summarises, Qiao et al. [114]  investigated the pollution accumulation 

under various direct voltage levels. 

The results show a visible difference in pollution accumulation distribution on 

the insulator surface. As the direct voltage increases, the deposition distribution 

is more uniform as expected because the electric force gains importance over the 

wind component. At low energisation values instead, the pollution is distributed 

depending on the aerodynamic behaviour of the insulator, which well resembles 

the AC behaviour. 

 

 

Åparticle size Ɓ,Kp Ɓ

Åwind Ɓ, Kpƃ
Åparticle size Ɓ,Kp Ɓ

Åwind Ɓ, Kpƃ

Åparticle size Ɓ,Kp Ɓ

Åwind Ɓ, Kpƃ
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Fig. 2.31. Pollution size study under increasing direct voltage [114] . 

 

The Kp results have been post-processed in the following figures for decreasing 

DC voltage levels, namely 70 kV/m, 44 kV/m, and 22 kV/m. The insulator has an 

AD of 500 mm and an approximate CD of 1488 mm. 

 

Fig. 2.32. Kp as a function of wind speed at different mesh sizes. USCDDC=21.3 

mm/kV  [114] . 

 

Wind speedDurationPollution typePollution size

1-6 m/s 8 h SiO2 46.2ȋm

27.7ȋm

15.9ȋm

4.2ȋm

Åparticle size Ɓ
Kpƃ, Ɓ, ƃ

Wind speedDurationPollution typePollution size

1-6 m/s 8 h SiO2 46.2ȋm

27.7ȋm

15.9ȋm

4.2ȋm

Åparticle size Ɓ
Kpƃ, Ɓ, ƃ
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Fig. 2.33. Kp as a function of wind speed at different mesh sizes. USCDDC=33.8 

mm/kV  [114] . 

 

 

Fig. 2.34. Kp as a function of wind speed at different mesh sizes. USCDDC=67.6 

mm/kV  [114] . 

 

As expected, Kp increases as the wind speed decreases, and the influence of DC 

on accumulation is stronger for particle with a larger mesh size, which means 

smaller particles. Furthermore, a larger USCD corresponds to a lower DC 

influence on accumulation, as the electric field is smaller. 
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2.18. Summary of key points 

¶ The non-necessity of corona rings under DC polluted condition has been 

reviewed [8] . This is due to the domination of the conductive layer on the 

voltage distribution along the insulator, which occurs above a threshold 

current, specific to the insulator design. This current is generally exceeded 

in service. 

¶ The influence of non-soluble deposit on the hydrophobicity  is reviewed 

[28]  and a positive correlation is found between the non-soluble material 

pore size and the transfer recovery speed. In fact, the LMW silicone 

migrates more easily to the surface when pores are large. Kaolin is found 

to have slow transfer speeds with respect to Kieselguhr. 

¶ The non-uniformity of hydrophobicity and , in particular , the U-shape of 

HTM insulator service hydrophilicity is reviewed  [32] . It is found that a 

partial loss of 66.7 % of hydrophobicity (on the insulator ends) causes a 

loss of DC performance greater than the fully hydrophilic case. 

¶ DC severities are reviewed and it is found that ESDD values are not larger 

than 0.32 mg/cm2 [71], [99], [107]ɀ[111] , NSDD values are not larger than 

0.9 mg/cm2 [4] , and ESDDeq values are not larger than 0.533 mg/cm2 [4] . 

¶ As expected, the hydrophobicity recovery positively affects the pollution 

flashover performance [57] . 

¶ Under light pollution[88] , namely NSDD=0.1 mg/cm2 and SDD=0.03 

mg/cm2, the best performing creepage factor is 4.6. Under heavy pollution 

[33] , namely NSDD=0.6 mg/cm2 and SDD=0.1 mg/cm2, the best 

performing CF is 3.68. 

¶ In service, Kp values decrease as the ESDD decreases [71], [99], [107]ɀ

[111] . The largest distributions are seen for low ESDD values, below 0.02 

mg/cm2 [71], [99], [107]ɀ[111] . In wind tunnel experiments, it is clear 

that as the wind speed increases, Kp decreases, due to the domination of 

the wind force over the electric force. It is also clear that there is a negative 

correlation between USCDDC and Kp [113] , [114] . 
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Chapter 3. HVDC Flashover of Heavily 

Polluted Composite Insulators Rated 

120 to 250 kV: Laboratory and 

Analytical Characterization 

3.1. Introduction  

To ensure reliable transmission of the bulk power, the high direct voltage line 

needs an effective outdoor insulation system, and composite insulators are 

extensively used for this purpose. Field evidence recorded by China Electric 

Power Research Institute (CEPRI) suggests that wet contamination is the main 

cause of insulation failure. Thus, the insulator pollution performance is a critical 

factor in ensuring a reliable power transmission, highlighting the research need 

in this area. 

For line energisation, or after a fault clearance, the overhead line is energized 

with a direct voltage ramp, up to its rated voltage. This chapter presents the 

experimental test results of such energisation with focus on the dynamic 

mechanism of the insulator fault resistance. This has been done also to provide 

power electronics control researchers and engineers further knowledge on the 

fault resistance before the instant of flashover. In fact, it is common practice to 

assume an instantaneous change in resistance to simulate a faulÔȟ ÅȢÇȢ ςππ Џ ÆÏÒ 

overhead lines [115]ȟ ÁÎÄ χ Џ ÆÏÒ ÃÁÂÌÅÓ [116]. This chapter provides an insight 

into the overhead line pole to ground fault case. 

Different insulator lengths and orientations were investigated, and estimated 

and measured flashover voltages are provided. 

Also, an in-depth analysis of the partial arc phenomenon on the trunks is 

performed, using Finite Element Method simulations, voltage and current 

measurements, thermal images and video recordings. 
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!Î ÁÃÃÕÒÁÔÅ ÅÑÕÉÖÁÌÅÎÔ ÃÉÒÃÕÉÔ ÏÆ "ÅÉÊÉÎÇ #%02)ȭÓ ÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÏÒÙ ÉÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ ÁÎÄ 

analysed. Moreover, the arc propagation is investigated using the extensive 

experimental data. 

The laboratory test results indicate that a better performance is obtained with 

the horizontal orientation of the insulators, which is attributed to the differences 

in the arc propagation and in the convection heat direction. 

This work will be of interest primarily to outdoor insulator technical experts and 

Standard Tests developers, HVDC protection engineers and scientists and, 

secondarily, to Transmission System Operators (TSOs). This chapter is the result 

ÏÆ Á ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ #ÁÒÄÉÆÆ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ "ÅÉÊÉÎÇȭÓ #%02)ȟ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

EU funded InnoDC Project. 

3.2. Background to the Test Programme 

A laboratory test programme was undertaken to investigate the performance of 

composite outdoor insulators under a heavy degree of pollution. This choice was 

made to investigate the insulator performance under severe conditions, which 

would be more useful for industrial applications. Four artificially polluted 

composite insulators of increasing arcing distance have been stressed with an 

HVDC ramp of negative polarity, while oriented vertically. Similarly, the same 

insulators have been tested horizontally. However, a portion of the two longest 

insulators has been short-circuited, only when horizontal, to achieve flashover. 

Voltage and current readings were recorded as well as infrared images and 

visible light videos. The visible light videos were recorded at normal and high 

speeds: 50 and 1000 fps respectively. 

The insulators have been energized with an HVDC ramp to achieve the flashover 

of each insulator and to do so in a relatively short time. This was done to study 

the performance of the insulators under a voltage ramp, which occurs in the field, 

after a fault is cleared. The ramp energization led to two advantages:  

a) First, the ramp allowed to achieve flashover in less than 1 minute. The 

short voltage and current recordings of the phenomena could be then 

used for the proposed computer modelling. In fact, excessively long 
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recordings (up to 1 hour for standard testing) may lead to the non-

practical feasibility of reproducing the experiment with a computer 

simulation.  

b) Secondly, in each test, the ramp guaranteed flashover occurrence, which 

was then used as a synchronizing event of the electrical recordings with 

the video recordings. 

3.2.1. Circuit modelling  

Computer simulations of HVDC pollution flashovers have been undertaken to 

study the interaction with the voltage source in a testing environment. The 

voltage drop of a three-phase voltage doubler rectifier circuit has been 

investigated at increasing leakage current in [117] . Also, Rizk et al. [118]  studied 

the pollution flashover in a similar way to the present study. Moreover, the 

source used in [118]  was a voltage doubler circuit, similar to the one used in this 

chapter. 

3.2.2. Arc modelling  

Extensive modelling has been performed for insulator pollution discharges, as 

reviewed and investigated by Slama et al. [119] . Pioneered by Obenaus [18] , the 

model has been expanded by the contributions of many authors. Ayrton [120]  

characterized the electrical discharge with the longitudinal voltage gradient 

expression, which has been further characterized by others, as reviewed in [119] . 

Moreover, these studies [119]  focused on calculating the critical stage of arc 

length, current and applied voltage which, by definition, precedes an inevitable 

flashover. In this chapter, the critical physical quantities could not be determined, 

because an HVDC ramp forces the flashover to occur, which does not provide 

information on the critical stage at which flashover is inevitable. 

3.2.3. Arc propagation  

As mentioned in [4] , some studies have documented aspects of the difference 

between AC and DC arc propagation on polluted outdoor insulators. This chapter 

explores the previous observations regarding direct voltage and provides further 

details on the DC arc propagation physical mechanism under the described 

conditions. 
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3.3. Methodology 

The investigation is carried out with the following methodology: a test 

programme, an analog LTspice computer circuit simulation and a Finite Element 

Method (FEM) simulation. 

3.3.1. Test program me 

Standard test methods are not yet available for Hydrophobicity Transfer Material 

(HTM) insulators under HVDC energization. Standardization exists for HTM 

insulators under HVAC [121] , and non-HTM insulators under HVDC [59] . For this 

reason, the practice established at CEPRI has been used, and it is described below. 

The artificial pollution has been obtained mostly with Kaolin and some 

Kieselguhr for the inert component and NaCl for the active component. For each 

test, the non-soluble deposit density (NSDD) and solid deposit density (SDD) are 

chosen as NSDD=SDD=0.6 mg/cm2, which corresponds to a heavy degree of 

pollution. The pollution slurry has been brushed onto the insulator surfaces and 

left to dry for 24 hours, obtaining a hydrophobicity class of 6 (HC6). Then, each 

insulator has been uniformly wet with fog for 20 minutes, the fog was then 

extracted from the chamber to allow clear filming, and the ramp was started until 

flashover. 

To estimate the flashover voltage prior to the test, the same equation applied in 

[122] , and further explained in [4]  and Section 2.8.3, has been used. 
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(3.1) 

 

Where  

i. It is convenient to know CD is the creepage distance in mm.  
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ii. The calculation of the average diameter Da of the insulator is needed to 

calculate the direct voltage, and is in this case 97.6 mm, which is less than 

250 mm. For this reason, Cd=1. 

iii.  Due to the small number of insulators considered, the statistical factor Ks 

is 1. 

iv. There are options for the values of NSDD0, D0ȟ ÁÎÄ ʍȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÏÆ ×ÈÉÃÈ 

can be found later in section 3.4.3. 

v. KO is a proposed orientation correction factor, later discussed in section 

3.4.3, which can initially be assumed as 1. 

vi. For brevity, the explanation of the other parameters is not included, and 

can be found in [4] . 

that Da can be calculated with IEC 60815-2 [42]  formula, which can be expressed 

as a function of the insulator surface Sins (mm2) and the creepage distance CD 

(mm), as follows: 

 

$
᷿ $ØÄØ

#$
ḳ
3

ʌ#$
  ÍÍ  (3.2) 

 

The insulator profile used for the tests is shown in Fig. 3.1. 
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Fig. 3.1.  (a) Insulator profile dimensions and radii in mm; (b) model of trunk 

partial arc on the right in blue; and table of the dimensions and estimated 

flashover voltage of all tested insulators. V and H stand for vertical and 

horizontal. 

 

The polluted specimens left to dry are shown in Fig. 3.2, and the vertical and 

horizontal test arrangements are shown in Fig. 3.3. 
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Fig. 3.2. Polluted specimens left to dry. 

  

a) V2 with modified electrodes  b) H1 with  original electrodes 

Fig. 3.3. Vertical and horizontal arrangements for DC pollution tests. 
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According to IEC 60060-1 [29] , the source should supply a voltage with a rate of 

rise of 2% of the final voltage per second. The supply used in the test programme 

can deliver a constant rate of rise of about 5 kV/s, which ideally followed the 

standard, when the final voltage was 250 kV. Furthermore, it is specified by the 

same standard [29] , that a voltage drop of less than 10% needs to be achieved 

during non-disruptive discharges of pollution tests. This requirement was also 

met and verified. 

3.3.2. Test set up and equipment  

The test equipment is shown in Fig. 3.4. To allow an easier visualisation and 

comparison with the equivalent circuit model of Fig. 3.5, the pictures of  Fig. 3.4 

have been mirrored. 

 

 

Fig. 3.4. The test equipment for the HVDC test. Pictures are mirrored. 

 

3.3.3. Analog computer circuit simulation  

An LTspice circuit simulation has been carried out to model the flashover 

phenomenon. Fig. 3.5 and TABLE 3.1 show the circuit, its parameters, and the per 

unit method base values. 

 

 

-Autotransformer
-Transformer

-Rectifier
-DC divider
-Automatic

grounding device

-Fog chamber
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Fig. 3.5.  LTspice equivalent circuit model of the experimental set-up. 

 

The circuit parameters have been determined as follows. The transformer 

equivalent circuit, referred to the secondary side, has been calculated as 

explained in [123] . The AC divider, the voltage doubler, and the DC divider 

parameters were available on spreadsheets and equipment plates. The insulator 

model has been realized with a parallel branch of a capacitance Ci and a 

resistance Rp. Ci represents the air, silicone rubber, and fibre glass capacitances. 

Rp represents the pollution resistance, which is the smallest among the 

resistances of the other physical media and is, therefore, the most critical for 

circuit modelling. Ci has been calculated with a FEM, and the pollution resistance 

has been evaluated as the ratio of voltage and current recordings. Before being 

used for the resistance calculation, the current high frequency component has 

ÂÅÅÎ ÆÉÌÔÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á ςυπ ʈ& ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÁÎÃÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÄÏÎÅ to allow a clearer 

visualization of the resistance at large values, by filtering out relatively fast 

current oscillations close to 0 A. 

The per unit method [124]  was used to minimize computational time. In this case, 

the method has been proven necessary to run simulations in a convenient time. 

 

 

 

Test transformer

referred to secondary

AC divider

Voltage doubler             DC divider       Insulator
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 TABLE 3.1. Circuit Parameters and Per Unit Base Values.  

Symbol Description Magnitude 

u Autotransformer voltage ramp υȢυȾЍς Ë6ȾÓ 

R20 Iron core losses resistance ςφȢχ -ɱ 

L20 Core magnetization inductance 4.9 kH 

2ȱ Winding ohmic losses resistance φχȢπ ɱ 

,ȱ Leakage flux inductance 878.5 mH 

Cd AC divider high voltage capacitance πȢυ ʈ& 

Rp1 Protective resistor 1 ρπ Ëɱ 

C1 Voltage doubler capacitor 1 ρȢρ ʈ& 

D1, D2 Diodes 1 and 2 - 

C2 Voltage doubler capacitor 2 σȢσ ʈ& 

Rp2 Protective resistor 2 ρπ Ëɱ 

RdHV DC divider high voltage resistor σππ -ɱ 

RdLV DC divider low voltage resistor ρπ Ëɱ 

Ci Insulator and air capacitance, from FEM 1 pF 

Rp Pollution resistance 6ÁÒÉÁÂÌÅ ɱ 

Ub Base voltage, same as transformer HV 200 kV 

Sb "ÁÓÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒȟ ÓÁÍÅ ÁÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÅÒȭÓ 1000 kVA 

Zb Base impedance = Ub2/ Sb τπ Ëɱ 

Ib Base current = Sb/ Ub 5 A 

 

3.3.4. Finite Element Method (FEM) simulation  

The FEM simulation has been carried out to analyse three major instants of the 

flashover phenomenon of every test. For this purpose, COMSOL Multiphysics® 

was used. The three instants represent the uniformly polluted and wet condition, 

the trunk dry bands condition and the trunk partial arc condition. The material 

properties used for the simulations are shown in TABLE 3.2.  
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TABLE 3.2. Material Properties for FEM Modelling. 

Material Conductivity (S/m) 
Relative permittivity 

(adim) 

Air ρϽρπ-14 [125] 1 

Silicone rubber ρϽρπ-14 [126] 3.5 [126] 

Fibre glass ρϽρπ-14 [127] 3.5 

Pollution (3.3) 80 [128] 

Partial arc 2.12 [119], from (3.4) 1 

 

The surface layer of pollution was uniformly wetted at the beginning of the test, 

and it is assumed to be uniformly dry at the end. In between these two stages, the 

pollution layer dries first on the trunks and later on the sheds. As observed 

during the test programme, this is due to the smaller surface available on the 

trunks, with respect to the sheds. The consequence is a larger current density and 

heating on the trunks, which causes a faster local evaporation. For FEM 

modelling, the pollution conductivity has been calculated at two different 

instants: at the ramp start for the wet pollution, and just before flashover when 

no arcing was present for the dry pollution. The IEC 60507 standard [36]  formula 

was used, and expressed in S/m: 

 

ʎ
)

5ϽÔ

ÄØ

ʌ$Ø
ḳ
)Ͻ#$

5Ͻʌ$ ϽÔ
  
3

Í
 (3.3) 

 

Where I is the current (A), CD is the creepage distance (m), U the voltage (V), Da 

the average diameter (m) which can be calculated with (3.2), t the pollution 

thickness (m). In this case, due to the heavy pollution degree, t has been 

estimated to be 0.5 mm. It is important to note that the estimation accuracy of t 

is not critical with regards to FEM modelling. In fact, (3.3) ÂÉÎÄÓ Ô ÁÎÄ ʎp in a way 
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ÔÈÁÔȟ ÉÆ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ Ô ÉÓ ÅÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÄȟ ÔÈÅ ʎp result is different, but the current flowing 

through the insulator and the electric field distribution will be the same. 

The partial arc regions were assumed to be filled by air and water vapour [119] , 

and their conductivity has been calculated with (3.4): 

 

ʎ ρπ Ò Ó  

ρπ Ò ÅØÐ
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ρπÉ
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3

Í
 

(3.4) 

 

The expression of the discharge resistance per unit length rd ɉЏȾÍÍɊ ÉÓ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄ 

in detail by Slama et al. [119] , and the expression of the discharge section sd 

(mm2) can be found in  [129] . The description and values of the parameters for 

(3.4) are given in TABLE 3.3.  

 

 TABLE 3.3. Arc Conductivity Formula Parameters.  

Symbol Description Magnitude 

r0d Pre-exponential constant πȢρψς ЏȾÍÍ 

Wi/K B Ionization energy / Boltzmann constant σȢςρπϽρπ4 K/mol  

Td Discharge temperature 2250 K 

i Current for FEM simulation σπϽρπ-3 A 

 

3.4. Main Results and Discussion 

The following results are presented and discussed. First, the modification of the 

insulator ends is studied, and the source voltage drop requirement is 

experimentally verified. Then, the estimated and measured flashover voltages 

are shown. The voltage, current, and resistance waveshapes of the test are 
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discussed. The wet and dry pollution conductivities calculation follows. Finally, 

an analysis of the trunk partial arc phenomenon is performed, and details of the 

arc propagation in both vertical and horizontal orientations are presented. 

3.4.1. Modified and original electrodes  

To realize the different specimen lengths, some insulators have been cut in the 

laboratory. This practice is common at CEPRI for pollution testing, as laboratory 

evidence suggests the electrode configuration has little to no influence on the 

phenomenon and the flashover voltage. To verify that the tangent electric field 

would be similar on the great majority of the insulator surface, regardless of the 

electrode geometry, a FEM simulation was performed, as shown in Fig. 3.7, and 

the mesh is shown in Fig. 3.6. The energisation voltage of the simulation 

corresponds to a stable resistance region, which starts a few seconds after the 

ramp start. 

Fig. 3.7 shows that at the triple junction, constituted by metallic electrode, 

silicone rubber housing, and surrounding air, the tangent electric field is at most 

6.3 times larger when the electrode is modified. However, due to the wet 

pollution on the insulator surface, the notable difference is present only on less 

than 55 mm of creepage distance in the proximity of the triple junction. 

Elsewhere, along the insulator, the difference factor is reduced from 6.3 to 0.03. 

It should be acknowledged that the modification of the electrodes, performed on 

some of the insulator ends, may cause moisture ingress in the core-housing 

interface and a reduction of the flashover voltage, as reviewed in [130] . However, 

these insulators have been exposed to moisture no longer than the test duration. 

Moreover, the insulators are conformant with the dye ingress test. The modified 

electrodes were used for simulations, to consider the worst-case scenario with 

the higher electric field. 
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a) Ground, original electrode  c) Ground, modified electrode 

 

b) High Voltage, original electrode d) High voltage, modified electrode 

Fig. 3.6. a), b): mesh and its details of the insulator with original electrodes ɀ 

axysimmetric model. c), d): mesh and its details of the insulator with modified 

electrodes ɀ three-dimensional model. Metal domains were meshed because the 

electric current physics has been used. 
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Fig. 3.7.  (a) Equipotential lines (V) of the original electrodes; (b) equipotential 

lines of the modified electrodes. On the right, tangent electric field along the 

creepage path of both electrode types. The results correspond to an energization 

of 40 kV. 

 

3.4.2. Verification of source requirements  

During the experiments, a voltage drop of less than 10% was met and verified, in 

accordance with [131], as shown in Fig. 3.8. 

The green voltage waveshape Vs refers to the simulated clean and dry insulator 

voltage, which was obtained by modelling the insulator as an ideal capacitance 

Ci. The blue voltage waveshape Vm is the measured insulator voltage, which 

showed close agreement with the parallel Ci-Rp modelling. The red function is the 

percent voltage drop, calculated as per vd equation in Fig. 3.8, which always falls 

below 10%. 

 

(b) HV electrode, modified(a) HV electrode, original

(a) Ground electrode, original (b) Ground electrode, modified
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Fig. 3.8.  In green, the simulated clean and dry insulator voltage, when modelled 

as the capacitance Ci. In blue, the measured (or simulated because of great 

agreement with measurement) wet and polluted insulator voltage. In red, the 

percentage voltage drop, always below the standard-specified 10% limit. 

 

3.4.3. Estimated and measured flashover voltage  

The maximum direct voltage that the source is able to supply is 250 kV. To select 

the insulator maximum arcing distance that the supply would reliably cause to 

flashover at the given heavy pollution degree, there was a need to estimate the 

flashover voltage at varying arcing (or creepage) distances. For this purpose, 

(3.1) was used.  It had been estimated that V3 insulator with an AD of 2700 mm 

would reach flashover at 212 kV, which would be suitable for the source 

capability. However, the V3 test exceeded expectations with a flashover voltage 

of 252 kV, and likewise shorter insulators exceeded the estimations. 

Moreover, when the longest insulator with AD=2700 mm was oriented 

horizontally, it could not reach flashover. Even the insulator with AD=2110 mm 

could not reach flashover when horizontal, which suggests both their flashover 

voltages are greater than 250 kV. These preliminary horizontal tests proved the 

horizontal orientation to perform better than the vertical one, and they justified 

the decision to short-circuit a portion of these two longer insulators, realizing a 

shorter AD of 1680 mm, to achieve flashover.  
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Fig. 3.9 shows the estimated and measured flashover voltages. The flashover 

voltages were measured once for each insulator. Thus, measurements may 

slightly vary if tests are repeated. 

 

 

Fig. 3.9.  Estimated and measured flashover voltages (kV) as a function of arcing 

distance (mm). Abbreviated nomenclature reflects definitions of Fig. 3.1. 

 

As anticipated in the Methodology, there are options for the values of NSDD0, D0, 

ÁÎÄ ʍ [4]  of (3.1) and are discussed below. 

Both 0.1 and 1 can be used for NSDD0, and a value of 1 has been chosen because 

it is closer to the test NSDD (0.6 mg/cm2), and the estimation results better reflect 

the laboratory flashover voltage measurements. 

The reference diameter D0 ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÏÎÅÎÔ ʍ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÕÐÌÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÔÁËÅ ÉÎÔÏ 

consideration that as the average diameter Da increases, the collected pollution 

per unit area decreases. CIGRE TB 518 [4]  advises D0Ѐςυπ ÍÍ ÁÎÄ ʍЀπȢσυ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ 

produce the best fit with the analysed service experience data. However, a 
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Japanese study [43]  is also referenced, and it proposes D0Ѐρρυ ÍÍ ÁÎÄ ʍЀπȢςρȢ 

The latter values have been used in this chapter because they produce an 

estimation which is closer to the measured flashover voltages. 

Notably, the measured flashover voltages are larger than the estimated ones, and 

this could be due to the energization, which is not constant, as it is a ramp. It could 

also be due to the fog injection termination before the ramp start, done to allow 

clear camera recordings, which causes the pollution to be non-uniformly wetted 

while evaporation occurs. 

CIGRE TBs [2], [4]  review linearity of the flashover voltage with the insulator 

arcing distance, when SDD>0.05 mg/cm2 for the low influence of the electrodes 

as Fig. 3.7 shows. The vertical results of Fig. 3.9 confirm this finding at both SDD 

and NSDD equal to 0.6 mg/cm2. 

The better pollution performance under HVDC in the horizontal orientation was 

previously found in [4] , because of the arcs extension away from the insulator 

surface due to convection. No orientation correction for the estimation of the 

Unified Specific Creepage Distance USCD (mm/kV ) is yet available in [4] . 

Therefore, the introduction of an orientation correction factor KO is proposed. 

From Fig. 3.9, it is possible to calculate the average Unified Specific Creepage 

Distance (USCD) for each orientation. For the vertical case, the average USCD is 

42.7 mm/kV and, for the horizontal orientation, it is 38.3 mm/kV. Thus, KO can 

be preliminarily chosen as 1 for the vertical orientation, and 0.896 for the 

horizontal orientation. As proposed, KO would be a factor at the denominator of 

the voltage estimation calculation, as (3.1) shows. 

 

3.4.4. Stages of the flashover phenomenon  

The common stages of a pollution flashover phenomenon are known for 

hydrophilic surfaces [132] , and also for hydrophobic surfaces under a power-

frequency ramp voltage [133]ɀ[135] , which show a similar behaviour to the 

present HVDC ramp tests. 
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Fig. 3.10.  V1 test. Direct vÏÌÔÁÇÅ ɉË6Ɋȟ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ɉÍ!Ɋȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ɉ-ЏɊ ÁÌÌ ÁÓ Á 

function of time (s). The resistance is shown with a small and a large interval, for 

ease of visualization. 

 

 

Fig. 3.11.  V1 test. Test video frames, (i) to (vii). 

 

Fig. 3.10 shows that the current increased linearly for 2 s to an applied voltage of 

10 kV, during which no discharge activity was observed. At this time, the first dry-

band streamer discharge was initiated on a trunk section of the insulator, Fig. 

3.11 (i). During the period of a further voltage ramp increase to 50 kV at 9 s, the 
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number of trunks which supported dry band streamer discharges increased (ii) 

and the overall leakage resistance of the insulator remained approximately 

constant at 1 -ЏȢ &ÒÏÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÖÏÌÔÁÇÅ ÒÁÍÐȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ became 

intermittent, and partial arcs intermittently spanned increasing numbers of 

trunks (iii ɀ v).  Partial-arc current increased with voltage, current pulse 

durations statistically decreased, while periods of arc inactivity progressively 

increased. The video frames confirmed these changes.  The period before 

flashover at 25 s was characterized by a dark period, and flashover occurred 

when the partial-arc current exceeded 500 mA. 

Fig. 3.10 is further discussed as follows. Firstly, the measured voltage ramp 

presents drops when there is partial arc activity on the insulator.  

With regards to the current, as expected, a clear correspondence between partial 

arcing and a non-zero current reading can be observed. During the first half of 

the test, the current increases relatively steadily, in correspondence to a 

continuous partial arcing on the trunks, and an increasing number of short-

circuited trunks. This initial partial arcing is due to water evaporation, which 

happens on the trunks at a higher rate than on the sheds. Section 3.4.6 later 

provides details on why this occurs. Approximately from half of the test time, the 

current becomes intermittent, which is when the arcs start to intermittently span 

increasing portions of sheds. More specifically, the current pulses duration 

statistically decreases as time progresses, while periods of arc inactivity 

progressively increase. This occurs because fog injection is suspended from the 

start of the test, and as the insulator increasingly dries, partial arcing needs a 

larger voltage to occur. 

From the resistance point of view, an almost constant region, or stable region, can 

be observed in the first half of the test when the partial arc activity is continuous. 

This suggests that the wet pollution resistance per unit length is the same or very 

close to the partial arc resistance per unit length. In the second half of the 

experiment, the resistance intermittently spikes when the partial arc activity is 

not visible, and the current is close to zero. This is due to the small conductivity 

of the dry pollution, which has a large influence on the current, when the high 

conductivity arcs are not present. Moreover, it can be observed that, during the 
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partial arcing periods, the resistance steadily decreases, as more and more 

insulator portions are bridged with highly conductive arcs. Also, when partial 

arcing is not present, the resistance steadily increases due to the water 

evaporation from the wet pollution layer. 

In AC instead [133]ɀ[135] , the first trunk dry-band occurs immediately, at 2ɀ3 

kV. As a result, the majority of the voltage gradient is transferred to the dry band, 

where rewetting is prevented by low-current streamer-corona discharges. The 

increased resistance limits the leakage current to a few mA. As the voltage 

increases, further dry bands are formed on other trunks, maintaining the low 

current regime. Eventually, the voltage becomes large enough to launch partial 

arcs which bridge the dry bands. Finally, flashover occurs at a peak current 

exceeding 500 mA. 

In conclusion, the AC and DC flashover phases appear very similar, with the 

difference of current intermittency during the second half of the present DC tests. 

3.4.5. Wet and dry pollution conductivities  

Thanks to (3.3), it is possible to calculate the wet and dry pollution conductivities 

ʎpw ÁÎÄ ʎpd, respectively, shown in Fig. 3.12. Their accuracy has been verified 

with a FEM model, which well reflected the laboratory measurement. E.g., the V1 

&%- ÓÉÍÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÉÓ ςρ Í! ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÔ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ σπ Ë6ȟ ÁÎÄ τυ ʈ! ÆÏÒ 

the dry condition, at 140 kV. 

Firstly, no deÐÅÎÄÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ʎp on arcing distance is 

ÎÏÔÁÂÌÅȢ 3ÅÃÏÎÄÌÙȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ʎpw are relatively similar to each other, the 

ÈÏÒÉÚÏÎÔÁÌ ʎpd ÁÒÅ ÏÎÅ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÏÆ ÍÁÇÎÉÔÕÄÅ ÌÁÒÇÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÔÉÃÁÌ ʎpd. This 

suggests that as the test progresses, in the horizontal case, the water content is 

larger, and the evaporation rate is smaller. In fact, the hot air, vapour, and plasma 

move upwards in both orientations, and thus heating the insulator by convection 

when vertically oriented, allowing more evaporation. This heat transfer by 

convection does not happen as much on the horizontal insulator because the heat 

is dispersed in the upper air, as recorded and shown in Fig. 3.12. This is the first 

identified reason for the better performance of the horizontal orientation. 
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Fig. 3.12.  0ÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ʎÐ ɉ3ȾÍɊ ÃÁÌÃÕÌÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÅÁÃÈ ÉÎÓÕÌÁÔÏÒ ÔÅÓÔ ÆÏÒ 

an estimated pollution thickness of 0.5 mm. Conductivities relate to the wet 

condition at the test start, and to the dry condition just before flashover, both 

calculated with (3.3). (a) The vertical tests, and (b) the horizontal tests. 

 

 

Fig. 3.13.  Water vapour moving upwards during HVDC pollution flashover in 

both vertical, on the left, and horizontal, on the right, orientations. 
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It is worth noting that the conductivities are given for the purpose of direct 

ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÎÅ× ÍÏÄÅÌÓȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅÓÅ ʎp are inversely proportional to the 

pollution thickness t, which is estimated at 0.5 mm. A different estimation of t 

ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅȟ ÅȢÇȢ πȢρ ÍÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÏÆ ʎp according to 

(3.3). In both cases, the conductance of the pollution layer will be the same and 

the current flowing through the pollution layer will be the same. 

3.4.6. Trunk partial arc phenomenon  

As anticipated in Section 3.4.4, from the voltage ramp start, a leakage current 

flows on the wet pollution layer of the insulator. This current is equal at every 

position along the creepage path, due to the high conductivity of the wet 

pollution, with respect to the surrounding silicone rubber and air. The pollution 

layer thickness t is approximately the same along the profile, and the pollution 

section (“ϽὈὼϽὸ) is proportional to the diameter D(x), which varies along the 

creepage path coordinate x, and is smaller on the trunks and larger on the sheds. 

The result is a higher current density J (A/m2), where D(x) is small, which is on 

the trunks. The laboratory infrared pictures and the FEM simulation confirm this 

as clearly indicated in Fig. 3.14. 

 

 

Fig. 3.14.  Thermal images showing advanced stage of dry bands at two different 

view angles. (a) a clearer view of the sheds, from H3 insulator. (b) a clearer view 

of the trunks, from H2 insulator. (c) the current density tangent to 270 degrees 

of the insulator surface. 
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As a consequence, the evaporation is faster on the trunks than on the sheds. Dry 

bands are formed on the trunks, and almost all the voltage is applied on their 

extremities due to the high dry pollution resistance. As the voltage ramps up, the 

air breakdown occurs, bridging the dry band. 

The electric field tangent to the insulator creepage path drives the current 

through the pollution layer. Fig. 3.15 shows the tangential electric field Et 

(kV/mm) in three different phases: when the pollution layer is wet, when it is dry 

on the trunks, and when partial arcs bridge the air alongside the trunk dry bands. 

The partial arc locations have been modelled according to the video recordings, 

and the electrode high voltage has been selected according to the voltage 

measurement in the stable resistance region discussed in section 3.4.4. This was 

done to allow a better arc geometry modelling and an acceptable comparison of 

the results, which is when the arcs still have not expanded away from the trunks, 

and their shape can be assumed as cylindrical. 

 

 

Fig. 3.15.  Tangent electric field Et (kV/mm) as a function of the creepage distance 

(mm) in three phases: uniformly wet pollution layer in blue, trunk dry bands in 

green, and partial arcs in red. On the left the whole creepage path, on the right a 

detail of a trunk. 

 

When the pollution is wet, Et is relatively uniform along the profile, with slight 

increases on the wet trunks. Then, when dry bands are formed on the trunks, Et 

substantially increases on the dry pollution and decreases on the wet pollution. 
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Finally, when a partial arc is formed, Et is relatively large on the arc extremities 

because that is where the current is being driven, and it is small in the middle. 

The wet, dry, and arced conditions of the trunk slightly differ, depending on the 

test. Details are shown in Fig. 3.16. Similarly to Fig. 3.15, the voltage selected for 

each simulation corresponds to an instant of the stable resistance region, in 

which the arcs propagate with no interruptions.  

 

 

Fig. 3.16.  Tangent electric field Et (kV/mm) as a function of the creepage distance 

(mm) at same three instants and with same colours of Fig. 3.15. Each chart 

indicates the insulator name, simulation voltage, time from ramp start, and 

number of short-circuited trunks. 

 

The individual results of Fig. 3.16 show the same trends identified in the Fig. 3.15 

result. 

Due to the relatively high dry pollution conductivities, H1, H2, and H3 exhibit a 

smaller Et in the dry band simulation in green, than V1, V2, and V3, respectively. 

Also, as the number of dry bands increases, Et decreases on the individual dry 

bands, driving less current and thus slowing down the flashover phenomenon. 
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Finally, as the number of partial arcs increases, Et decreases with respect to the 

dry band condition, with relatively high peaks on the arc extremities. 

3.4.7. Arc propagation  

With regards to arc propagation, the video recordings show that partial arcs are 

located on paths which most often do not follow the insulator profile, confirming 

observations under DC reviewed in [4] . However, Fig. 3.17 and Fig. 3.18 can 

reveal further information on the arc propagation under DC.  

 

 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45(ms) 

 

50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95(ms) 

Fig. 3.17.  Arc propagation. Frames of the vertical V1 test, each taken every 5 ms. 

The recording occurred at 1000fps, 1 frame every 1 ms. The frames show about 

3 alternating shed repetitions. 

 

 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90(ms) 

 

100 110 120 130 140  150   160   170    180 190(ms) 

Fig. 3.18.  Frames of the horizontal H1 test, each taken every 10 ms. The recording 

occurred at 1000fps, 1 frame every 1 ms. The frames show 8 alternating shed 

repetitions. 
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In both orientations, the partial arcs move upwards in time by heat convection, 

because of their high temperature. The difference is that, in the horizontal 

orientation, the arc expands upwards and tends to extinguish more easily. This is 

the second identified reason for the better performance of the horizontal 

orientation. Also, as Fig. 3.17 shows, in the vertical orientation, the arc moves 

upwards and it quickly connects two shed tips, which helps accelerate the 

flashover phenomenon. 

3.5. Conclusions 

The results confirm that for HVDC insulators performance under heavy pollution 

conditions, the electrode influence on the electric field tangent to the insulator 

creepage path is negligible. 

It is also established that the insulators in the horizontal orientation perform 

better than when in vertical configuration. This was attributed to two reasons:  

a) Firstly, in the horizontal case, the convection heat is dispersed in upper air 

and not on the insulator, which results in lower insulator temperature, slower 

evaporation, and larger dry pollution conductivities. The consequence is a 

decelerated formation of dry bands, and ultimately a decelerated flashover 

phenomenon.  

b) Secondly, the horizontal arcs expand upwards, and tend to extinguish more 

easily. Thus, for the calculation of the USCD, the introduction of an orientation 

correction factor KO is proposed. From the findings of this work, KO is 

proposed as 1 for the vertical orientation, and 0.896 for the horizontal. 

However, more test conditions, such as different pollution severities and 

different insulator profiles, need to be investigated to accurately determine 

this factor for a vast range of applications. 

It is also concluded that, with respect to the sheds, the first dry bands appear on 

the trunks because their pollution layer section is smaller, and the current 

density is larger which causes more local evaporation. 

The electric field tangent to the insulator surface drives the current through the 

pollution layer. This field is small and uniform when the insulator is wet, it later 
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becomes substantially larger on the dry bands. Finally, when arcs are formed, the 

field decreases with relatively high peaks at the arc extremities where most of 

the current is being driven into. 

With regards to the arc propagation, the partial arc moves upwards in both 

orientations. The consequence is that in the vertical orientation, the arc tends to 

connect portions of the insulator more quickly, whereas in the horizontal 

orientation the arc tends to extinguish more easily. 
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Chapter 4. Performance of Composite 

Outdoor Insulator under Superimposed 

Direct and Switching Impulse Voltages 

4.1. Introduction  

The development and implementation of HVDC technology, done to integrate 

renewable resources, increase power transfer, and allow flexible grid operation, 

bring new research challenges that need to be investigated. One of these 

challenges is to determine how outdoor insulators perform under various stress 

conditions. For example, when a pole to ground fault occurs on bipolar DC lines, 

the healthy pole is stressed by a slow transient overvoltage superimposed on the 

system DC voltage [136]ï[139], as shown in Fig. 4.1. The same happens for the 

neutral conductor [140]. These superimposed overvoltages are similar to a 

Switching Impulse (SI) [140]. 

 

 

Fig. 4.1. Voltage superimposition waveshapes on HVDC lines. Studies by [136]ï

[139]. 

 

HVCD bipolar scheme
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This chapter aims at contributing to the understanding of the new problem by 

bringing new experimental data of tests operated on a composite insulator. These 

tests have been performed with positive and negative SI voltage, and negative SI 

voltage superimposed on negative direct voltage. The reason for the use of 

negative only direct voltage is due to the laboratory capabilities. The voltage level 

for the negative direct voltage is 16 kV, and the voltage range for the SI varies 

from about 168 kV to about 345 kV. 

These tests were performed for both vertical and horizontal arrangements, and 

in dry and rain conditions too. Four different rain conductivities have been used 

in the test programme because these insulators can be exposed to different acid 

conductive rain types, typical of industrialized environments. 

A comparison between the two tests (negative SI and negative superimposition) 

has been conducted to quantify the degradation of performance due to DC 

energisation when switching impulse is superimposed and explore whether an 

indicative [141], [142] switching surge factor (SSF) of 1.5 can be safely withstood. 

SSF is defined as the ratio between the maximum switching surge voltage and 

maximum operating pole to ground voltage of the power system [143]. 

An analysis of the time to flashover with respect to the flashover voltage has also 

been performed to determine the possible relationship with the superimposition 

test. This analysis of the time to flashover is essential to HVDC systems control 

engineers to accurately simulate the instant of fault caused by switching surges. 

It was possible to conclude that, in most cases, the direct voltage pre-energisation 

has a negative impact on the flashover performance. The increase in rain 

conductivity leads to lower flashover values, and the horizontal orientation 

outperforms the vertical configuration. Under these test conditions, the flashover 

voltages were all larger than a typical DC operational switching surge. Thus, in 

the case of pole to ground fault, the healthy pole failure risk appears to be small. 

However, further research is needed on higher voltages and polluted conditions. 

This work will be of interest primarily to outdoor insulator technical experts and 

Standard Tests developers, HVDC protection engineers and scientists and, 

secondarily, to Transmission System Operators (TSOs). 



Chapter 4. Performance of Composite Outdoor Insulator under Superimposed Direct and Switching 
Impulse Voltages 

118 

 

4.2. Background on HVDC insulator flashover under 

switching impulse superimposed on direct voltage 

A number of papers have been published on the characterization of outdoor 

insulation under HVDC, as reviewed in [2], [4], and under lightning impulse 

superimposed on direct voltage [144]. However, to the authorȭs knowledge, only 

#ÏÒÔÉÎÁȭÓ ÐÁÐÅÒ [145] ÁÎÄ 7ÁÔÁÎÁÂÅȭÓ ÐÁÐÅÒ [146] describe the superimposition 

energisation, which is carried out in this work. Cortina et al. [145] used a fixed 

amount of Salt Deposit Density (SDD), using rain on substation post insulators, 

glass cap-and-pin and composite long rod suspension insulators. Watanabe [146] 

investigated non-composite insulators under the dry condition only. 

Despite the consistent deployment of DC outdoor insulation in industrial 

environments characterized by acid conductive precipitation [2], such as eastern 

North America, Europe and eastern China [147], the dependence of flashover on 

rain conductivity has not been adequately studied under SI, and SI superimposed 

on direct voltage. This chapter investigates this aspect through the measurement 

of flashover performance of composite insulators when rain is applied at 

different conductivities. The conductivities have been chosen from a critical 

range of the conductivities investigated by Fujimura et al. [148] , as shown in Fig. 

4.2. For comparison purposes, the dry condition has been investigated too.  

 

 

Fig. 4.2. Rain pH world map [147]ȟ ÁÎÄ *ÁÐÁÎȭÓ ÒÁÉÎ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÂÙ ÆÒÅÑÕÅÎÃÙ 

[148] . 
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This voltage superimposition may cause an arc alongside the insulator, which 

should be avoided by the DC insulation coordination [8]. The flashover may occur 

in the case of substation vertical post insulators, overhead line horizontal 

tension, post, and cross-arm insulators. It may also occur alongside suspension 

line insulators if they are sufficiently short. 

It is worth noting that Liao et al. [149] show results regarding the SI 

superimposition on DC voltage, but they consider the electric arc to occur across 

a uniform air medium (clear, open-air), not alongside the insulator. This 

assumption is valid for traditional high voltage towers equipped with suspension 

insulation. However, as stated in the examples above, there are cases where this 

hypothesis is not valid anymore. 

4.3. Experimental Setup 

The laboratory layout (Fig. 4.3), components and test specifications are 

described in this section. Two laboratory test arrangements were used in this 

programme, depending on the presence of the DC power supply (Fig. 4.4). For 

both arrangements, the rain tank and the rain nozzles have been employed at 

different water conductiviti es. In addition, the dry condition has been 

investigated. 

Fig. 4.5 shows the vertical and horizontal test configurations of the test insulators 

as used in this work. The vertical arrangement was achieved by hanging the 

insulator from the metallic structure with a thick copper strip conductor. The 

horizontal arrangement was achieved fixing the insulator to the side of the 

metallic structure. The shortest distance between the high voltage energized rod 

and ground is set to be across the insulator, not across any other air gap. This is 

done to reproduce the electrical behaviour of line tension, post and cross-arm 

insulators, and substation post insulators. The tested composite insulator is 

described in Fig. 4.6 and TABLE 4.1. 
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Fig. 4.3. Laboratory test setup for switching impulse superimposition on direct 

voltage.  

 

To supply the high voltage waveshapes, the following equipment has been used: 

a Phenix 120 kV DC Hipot test set and 6 stages of a 12-stage Haefely SGS impulse 

voltage generator. To protect the DC sourcÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ Ó×ÉÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÉÍÐÕÌÓÅȟ Á ρςπ-ɱ 

water resistor has been used. This resistor is made of a polyvinyl chloride (PVC) 

tube filled with distilled water. This allowed the DC source to stay part of the 

circuit during the switching impulse. To isolate the voltage divider from the DC 

source, a sphere gap was employed, with spheres of 125 mm diameter and 

separated by a gap of 25 mm. 
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Fig. 4.4. Map view of laboratory setup for voltage superimposition. 

 

The various tests carried out in this work are presented in TABLE 4.2, and TABLE 

4.3, which show the requirements set by BS EN 60060-1:2010 Standard [150]. As 

can be seen in TABLE 4.2 and TABLE 4.3, the interval ranges and values applied 

in our tests are more demanding than required, whenever possible. 
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(a) Vertical test configuration 

 

 

(b) Horizontal test configuration 

Fig. 4.5. Vertical and horizontal arrangement of the insulator. 
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Fig. 4.6.  Tested insulator. All units in millimetres. 

 

 

TABLE 4.1. Test Insulator Dimensions. 

AD (mm) CD (mm) CF 
Material of 

Core Umbrella 

350 1047 3.0 Fibre glass 
SiRa and 

EPDMa mix 

 

Where AD is the arcing distance, CD is the creepage distance, CF is the creepage 

factor, aSir is Silicone Rubber, EPDM is Ethylene Propylene Diene Monomer. 
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TABLE 4.2. Switching Impulse Test Parameters. 

tpɉʈÓɊ th ɉʈÓɊ ɝ5% 
Impulses per 

group 

Standard 
250±50 

Standard 
2500±1500 

Standard 
1.5% - 3% 

20 
Applied 
250±10 

Applied 
2500±50 

Applied 
2 % 

 

TABLE 4.3. Rain Test Data. 

Rain rate 
(mm/min)  

Application 
time (min ) 

Standard 
conductivity 
ɉʈ3ȾÃÍɊ 

Applied Conductivities 

 ɉʈ3ȾÃÍɊ ɉËɱϽÃÍɊ 

Vertical 

1.5±0.5 
І ρυ 100±15 

ʎ1 96.2 10.4 

ʎ2 160.8 6.2 

Horizontal 

1.5±0.5 

ʎ3 354 2.8 

ʎ4 527 1.9 

For both configurations, the rain orientation was kept constant in front of the 

grounded metallic structure, at about 45° with respect to the floor. 

4.4. Methodology 

4.4.1. The Rain Conductivity  

As shown in TABLE 4.3ȟ Á ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÏÆ ωφȢς ʈ3ȾÃÍ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÁÓ 

recommended by the standard [150]. However, many conductivities have been 

used to study the insulation performance in conductive rain conditions. One of 

the main molecules present in acid rain is sulphur dioxide [151]. However, using 

it to vary the test rain conductivity would affect the reliability of the test results 

because it would evaporate during the test [152]. Therefore, to reproduce 
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different conductivities, the following technique has been used: different 

combinations of distilled water, aquifer water, and NaCl have been employed. 

The first conductivity has been obtained by using distilled water only; the second 

has been obtained by mixing distilled and tap water; the third is the laboratory 

aquifer water conductivity; and the fourth is the aquifer water conductivity when 

NaCl is dissolved in it. The quantities of the components have been adjusted in a 

way to obtain a uniform set of conductivities that would evenly describe the 

relationship between the flashover voltage and the conductivity of the wetting 

solution. 

The choice of the conductivity interval has been inspired by a previous study [82], 

which investigated the AC flashover performance reduction due to an increase in 

rain conductivity. The study [82] had shown that, witÈ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÔÏ χρ ʈ3ȾÃÍ ɉρτ 

ËɱϽÃÍɊȟ Á ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÄÅÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÎ ÆÌÁÓÈÏÖÅÒ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ρππ ʈ3ȾÃÍ ɉÂÅÌÏ× ρπ ËɱϽÃÍɊ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ 

ÄÒÁÓÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÄ ÂÙ υπϷ ÁÔ υππ ʈ3ȾÃÍ ɉς ËɱϽÃÍɊȢ 

4.4.2. Selection of Direct Vol tage Magnitude  

The direct voltage magnitude has been selected for the insulator under the 

hypothesis of high NSDD and ESDD on the field, both of 0.6 mg/cm2. From a 

previous paper [153] and Section 2.8.3, it is possible to derive (4.1) for the direct 

voltage calculation. The calculated direct voltage is a function of the insulator 

material, geometry and hypothetic installation environment: 

 

Ὗ

Ͻ Ͻ Ͻ Ͻ Ͻ
Ȣ

Ȣ

Ͻ Ͻ Ͻ

ρφ Ë6  (4.1) 

 

To calculate the direct voltage value, the calculation of the average diameter of 

the insulator [42] is needed and gives in this case 60.7 mm. For brevity, the 

explanation of all remaining parameters is not included and can be found in [153]. 



Chapter 4. Performance of Composite Outdoor Insulator under Superimposed Direct and Switching 
Impulse Voltages 

126 

 

4.4.3. Flashover Voltage Measurement  

The applied direct voltage and current were measured at the source, by the 

Phenix supply. To measure the voltage impulse, the Haefely damped capacitive 

impulse divider has been used. To measure both DC and switching impulse 

components, a mixed divider would be the best option. However, the damped 

capacitive impulse divider has proven to be sufficient to accurately measure the 

impulse transient, which was causing the flashovers. A detailed explanation is 

provided here. 

Immediately before the impulse trigger, the voltage across the test object is equal 

to the direct voltage applied by the DC source minus a small voltage drop (3% of 

16 kV) along the portion of the circuit that connects the DC source to the 

insulator. At this instant, the voltage divider measures 0V. After the trigger event, 

the sphere gap charges up to -χπ Ë6 ÉÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ σψ ʈÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÂÒÅÁËÓ ÄÏ×Î ÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ 

voltage. Following the instant of sphere gap breakdown, the divider measures 

precisely the voltage across the insulator.  Therefore, the voltage peak of a 

withstand case and the flashover voltage measured by the divider did not need 

to be added to the DC component value. 

To verify that the peak of the voltage superimposition lies in an expected interval, 

a gap can be used at the specimen location, and multiple tests are performed. As 

the voltage superimposition remains the same for each test, the initially large gap 

distance is reduced. The interval in which the voltage peak lies is determined by 

two subsequent tests of opposite result, namely withstand and breakdown. 

4.5. U50 ÁÎÄ ʎtf% Calculation 

According to [150], to calculate U50, which is the prospective voltage value that 

has a 50% probability of producing a disruptive discharge on the test object, the 

up and down method has been followed for each case. All flashover or withstand 

voltages have been corrected according to the ambient pressure, humidity, and 

temperature. The U50 value has then been computed as shown in (4.2): 
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Ὗ
В Ὗ

ὲ
 (4.2) 

 

where Ui is the flashover voltage or withstand peak voltage of each impulse and 

n is the number of impulses per case. In this work, n was 20 for every case. 

4ÈÅ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÆÌÁÓÈÏÖÅÒ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ ÄÅÖÉÁÔÉÏÎ ʎtf% has also been calculated, 

with respect to the switching impulse peak time, as shown in (4.3). 

 

„ Ϸ

В ȟ

Ͻρππ  
(4.3) 

 

Where m, 10 statistically, is the number of flashovers per test case, ὸȟ is the time 

to flashover of each impulse, and ὸ is the average time to flashover per test case. 

4.5.1. EMTP/ATP Simulation  

An Electromagnetic Transient Program, EMTP/ATP, simulation has been carried 

out to analyse the transient characterized by the sphere gap breakdown and 

determine the voltage applied to the insulator. The calculation of the sphere gap 

and the insulator capacitances was performed in COMSOL Multiphysics®. This 

can be done by using a capacitance global probe, or a charge probe when the 

energised electrode is set at 1 V. The second method works based on the known 

relationship between charge Q, and capacitance C and voltage V, Q=CV. It is good 

to use both methods to double check the results. The simulation circuit is shown 

in Fig. 4.7. TABLE 4.4 summarizes the parameters used for the circuit model. 

Many current-variable resistance arc models are available in the literature [154]ï

[161]. As recommended in [162], the Toepler law [160] has been adopted, as (4.4) 

shows in TABLE 4.4. 
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Fig. 4.7.  EMTP/ATP circuit model of the experimental set-up. 

 

TABLE 4.4. Full Description of the Circuit Model. 

Elements Description Magnitude 

Em Marx generator voltage Variable V 

Rc Resistor for capacitor charging ψτππϽφ ɱ 

Cs Stage capacitor πȢφȾφ ʈ& 

Rt Impulse tail resistor ψτππϽφ ɱ 

Rf Impulse front resistor ςπϽφ ɱ 

Re External water resistor υπ Ëɱ 

Ls Inductance due to how stage is configured ςȢυϽφ ʈ( 

C11 Voltage divider high voltage capacitor 1200 pF 

R11 Voltage divider high voltage resistor ρππ ɱ 

Csg Sphere gap capacitance - FEM calculated 0.325 pF 

Ra Current dependent arc resistance, by Toepler (4.4) 

kt Toepler formula constant 
πȢυϽρπ-4 
6ϽÓȾÃÍ 

d Gap between spheres 2.5 cm 

Rw Protective water resistor, for DC supply ρςπ -ɱ 

Edc Direct voltage 16 kV 

Ci Insulator capacitance ɀ FEM calculated 0.877 pF 
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The resistance R(i(t)) is expressed as 

 

ὙὭὸ  
ËϽὨ

᷿ὭὸὨὸ
 ɱ  (4.4) 

 

Fig. 4.8 provides a comparison between the circuit developed in this work and 

other two circuits from Cortina et al. [145] , and Watanabe [146] . 

The three circuits have the same structure, composed of a Marx generator 

highlighted in orange, a sphere gap in black, an HVDC supply in green, and the 

test object in red. 
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Fig. 4.8. Comparison of superimposition test circuits. a) Circuit developed in this 

work [122] , b) Cortina et al. [145]  and c) Watanabe [146] . 
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4.6. Results and Discussion 

4.6.1. Measurement Versus Simulation of Divider Voltage  

The EMTP/ATP simulation results show the applied voltage on the insulator in 

Fig. 4.9 (a) which allowed to observe the difference compared with the damped 

capacitive divider measurement shown in Fig. 4.9 (b). 

The divider-measured voltage and the insulator actual voltage differ by the 

sphere gap voltage. As Fig. 4.9 shows, the sphere gap is DC charged positively, 

despite the negative DC voltage. When the impulse generator is triggered, the 

sphere gap behaves first as a capacitance charging negatively and, when it breaks 

down at -70 kV [163], it follows the Toepler law [160] as a variable resistance arc, 

in parallel with the gas stray capacitance. Therefore, the voltage applied across 

the insulator differs from the Marx generator switching impulse. In fact, at first, 

the insulator is charged more slowly than it should because the sphere gap is also 

being charged negatively by the impulse. Then, when the sphere gap voltage 

collapses, a relatively high capacitive current is applied to the insulator. This 

current is high relatively with the time window considered in Fig. 4.9 (a), and it 

causes a higher risk of puncture, compared to the risk of a slower switching 

impulse front.  

The laboratory measurement agrees well with the simulation and confirms that 

the damped capacitive divider can measure a fast impulse voltage but cannot 

measure the DC component just before the start of the impulse. Thus, the 

flashover and withstand voltages detected by the divider did not need to be 

added to the DC component. 
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(a) EMTP/ATP simulation results 

 

 

(b) Voltage divider measurement 

Fig. 4.9.  (a) EMTP/ATP simulation results for the switching impulse 

superimposed on DC energisation; (b) damped capacitive divider experimental 

measurement during the superimposition of the switching impulse and DC 

voltage obtained in the laboratory. 
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4.6.2. Dry and Wet Flashover under Switching Impulse Superimposed on 

Direct Voltage  

In this work, the test programme examined the performance of the outdoor 

insulator under different energisations, orientations and rain conductivities. 

Three groups of results are presented: (a) positive switching impulse, (b) 

negative switching impulse and (c) negative switching impulse superimposed on 

negative DC energisation. In addition to the wet tests, the dry condition has been 

included iÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÒÔÓ ÁÔ π ʈ3ȾÃÍȢ 4Ï ÖÉÓÕÁÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ ÖÉÅ× 

of the U50 drop with respect to the dry case, (4.5) has been used. 

 

ρ Ὠὶέὴρ
Ὗ ȟ Ὗ ȟ ȟ

Ὗ ȟ
 ὴȢόȢ (4.5) 

 

Fig. 4.10 (a), (b), and (c) show a decrease of performance when the rain is applied 

and when the conductivity is increased. This is true in every case with only one 

evident exception which is the positive horizontal flashover under the 96.2 

ʈ3ȾÃÍ ÒÁÉÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÅÓÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÐÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÂÁÄ 

measurements. These results confirm the expected behaviour of decreased 

performance when the insulators surface is wet and becomes more conductive, 

facilitating the discharge inception and propagation until flashover. 

4ÈÅ ÉÎÓÕÌÁÔÏÒ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÄÒÏÐÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ωφȢς ʈ3ȾÃÍ 

rain conditions, when stressed with both the negative impulse with and without 

negative superimposed direct voltage. As can be seen in Fig. 4.10, beyond a rain 

ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÏÆ ρφπȢψ ʈ3ȾÃÍȟ ÖÅÒÙ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÄÅÃÒÅÁse of the flashover is measured.  

The positive SI flashover of the vertical orientation chart shows the largest drop 

in breakdown voltage between the lowest rain conductivity and the next 

conductivity. Whereas, for the horizontal case, the positive impulse chart shows 

a variable behaviour. 
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(a) Positive SI 

 

 

 

 

(b) Negative SI 

Dry 

Dry 
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(c) Negative DC and negative SI 

Fig. 4.10.  On the left y-axis, the flashover voltage as a function of rain 

conductivity. On the right y-axis, the flashover drop, with respect to the dry 

condition, as a function of rain conductivity. Each chart includes the dry condition 

ÁÔ π ʈ3ȾÃÍȢ 

 

The minimum and thus most critical switching surge factor that the insulator is 

able to withstand is 172 kV / 16 kV = 10.8, which is much larger than 1.5 [141]. 

Cortina et al. [145] have shown a minimum of 1500 kV / 300 kV = 6. It follows 

that, in the absence of pollution accumulation, the arc span of the healthy pole 

insulators is not likely during the transient overvoltage due to pole to ground 

fault of a bipolar circuit, but the risk is higher  [145] with increasing DC system 

voltage. 

Fig. 4.10 (a) and (b) show that the positive SI is more severe in the dry case. 

However, the same does not occur for the wet conditions. In some cases, the 

negative SI has proven to be more severe than the positive polarity , and, in other 

cases, the difference is not evident. Thus, at these voltage levels, both positive and 

negative superimpositions need to be investigated. This chapter contributes to 

Dry 
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the understanding of the phenomenon by investigating in detail the negative, as 

shown in Fig. 4.10 (c). 

4.6.3. The Influence of Direct Voltage  

To clarify the influence of the DC energisation application before the SI on the 

flashover voltage, the chart of Fig. 4.11 gives the percentage of the flashover 

voltage drop due to the DC energisation with respect to the DC voltage. 

Compared with negative SI, the application of the negative DC pre-energisation 

causes the largest performance drop in the dry and in the horizontal lowest rain 

conductivity cases; particularly, the largest difference is found for the horizontal 

wet condition. In most cases, the direct voltage negatively affects the flashover 

performance, but with an unclear profile. Moreover, it needs to be noted that the 

DC is only 6.8% of the average impulse. A higher DC energisation may have 

caused a larger degradation of performance. 

 

 

Fig. 4.11.  The flashover voltage drop due to the DC energisation normalized to 

16 kV, which is the applied direct voltage, as a function of rain conductivity. 
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4.6.4. Effect of Insulator Orientation on Flashover Voltage  

The insulator shows a notably better performance when tested horizontally, 

except for the first two cases of positive switching impulse. The trend is 

attributed to the larger horizontal surface area and thus larger amount of 

deposited rain when the insulator is vertically oriented. Furthermore, because 

the elongation of water droplets during their free fall is oriented vertically, the 

creation of an arc path in the vertical orientation is facilitated. However, it was 

not obvious that the vertical arrangement would perform worse also in the dry 

case. A FEM model has been developed, whose mesh can be seen in Fig. 4.12. The 

calculation of the electric field magnitude along the creepage path of the two 

arrangements has been carried out, as shown in Fig. 4.13. 

As can be seen, Fig. 4.13 indicates the maximum electric field magnitude is 

located on the edge of the ground electrode for both orientations. In the vertical 

orientation, the maximum value is larger than that of the horizontal arrangement 

because the ground electrodes are different. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 4. Performance of Composite Outdoor Insulator under Superimposed Direct and Switching 
Impulse Voltages 

138 

 

   
a) Full, vertical orientation    d) Full, horizontal orientation 

   
b) Ground, vertical    e) Ground, horizontal 

   
c) High voltage, vertical   f) High voltage, horizontal 

Fig. 4.12. a), b), c): mesh vertical section of vertical insulator model. d), e), f): 

mesh horizontal section of horizontal insulator model. The metal was not meshed 

because the electrostatic physics has been used to model the clean and dry 

insulator. 

 


















































































































































