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Abstract: We investigate and test the effectiveness of a novel window windcatcher device (WWC), 

as a means of improving natural ventilation in buildings. Using ANSYS CFX, the performance of 

the window-windcatcher is compared to a control case (no window-windcatcher), in three different 

geographic locations (Cardiff, Doha and Amman) which are representative of three different types 

of atmospheric conditions. The proposed window-windcatcher has been shown to improve both 

thermal comfort and indoor air quality by increasing the actual-to-required ventilation ratio by up 

to 9% compared to the control case as per the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-

Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) standards. In addition, the locations with minimum velocities 

have been identified. Those locations correspond to the regions with a lower infection risk of spread-

ing airborne viruses such as SARS-CoV-2, which is responsible for the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Keywords: natural ventilation; thermal comfort; infection prevention; building cfd analysis; 

windcatcher 

 

1. Introduction 

As one of the most significant threats to our lives, global warming needs to be tackled 
immediately and effectively. Global warming has been destroying the environment, thus 
affecting almost all aspects of our lives [1]. The construction industry is one of the main 

sectors contributing to global warming, through the emission of vast greenhouse gas 
(GHG), mainly CO2 [2]. In addition, 40% of the CO2 emissions is generated by buildings 

and around 40% of the global energy generated is consumed by buildings [3]. Energy 
consumption by buildings is expected to reach 64% of the total energy consumption by 

2100, if no action is taken [4]. 

More than 60% of the energy consumption in buildings is used for heating, cooling, 
and ventilation [5]. This energy is obtained mainly from fossil resources [5]. In addition 

to the challenges of high energy consumption and CO2 emissions, maintaining acceptable 
indoor air quality (IAQ) using mechanical HVAC systems can be challenging. On average, 

people spend up to 90% of their time working and living indoors. The risk of sick building 
syndrome (SBS), metabolic diseases and transmission of COVID-19 and other airborne 

viral diseases are increased in air-conditioned buildings compared to naturally ventilated 

buildings [6]. It is, thus, critical to ensure good IAQ to maintain health and productivity 
[5]. In this context, passive strategies implemented in the building’s architecture, such as 

daylighting, natural ventilation, passive cooling and passive heating may provide signif-
icant benefits to users and to the environment as they lead to reduced energy consumption 
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and CO2 emissions, mitigating negative impacts on the environment and health. Imple-
menting such passive strategies could also lead to significant cost savings [7]. 

Passive cooling techniques have been studied extensively [7]. Acceptable thermal 

comfort and IAQ using passive cooling can be achieved with only a small fraction of the 
energy consumed by mechanical ventilation systems [6]. Natural ventilation is one of the 

leading passive cooling strategies that effectively improve the indoor atmosphere by: (1) 
providing good IAQ and (2) improving thermal comfort, through affecting ventilation 
rates, air velocity, temperature and humidity [7]. Natural ventilation is air exchange be-

tween outdoor (fresh) air and indoor (used) air [1]. It occurs naturally, without mechanical 

assistance, by establishing a pressure difference or a temperature difference. 

Indoor thermal comfort could be directly improved by increasing the cooling sensa-
tion through increased airflow or indirectly by night ventilation (night flushing) [7,8]. 
Night ventilation can be achieved through natural ventilation, especially in the context of 

adequate fluctuation in air temperature over the day and the night. For example, the tem-
perature during the hot, sunny summer months in Amman, Jordan usually reaches 40 ℃ 

in the day and drops significantly, to around 20 ℃ in the night. (Average temperatures 
during the day and night are 36 ℃ and 22 ℃, respectively [9].) Such a significant fluctua-
tion in temperature provides great potential for night ventilation and improvement of the 

indoor thermal comfort [10] by providing a cool breeze during the night, which would 
flush out hot air and cool off the internal thermal masses to effectively delay the thermal 

gain during daytime [11]. 
Implementing effective natural ventilation solutions in multi-family residential 

buildings is challenging and sometimes not easily applicable. The internal spatial organi-

zation of the building [11], and to a great extent, its layout and limited shared exterior 
walls with the outdoor environment contribute to the difficulty. The limited shared exte-

rior walls, especially in the generic architectural typology of the multi-story residential 
buildings, lead to little or even no condition of the opposite openings (inlet and outlet) 
necessary to achieve effective cross-ventilation [12]. In addition, even in the single-family 

detached house typology, cross-ventilation conditions can be difficult to achieve, espe-
cially for large houses where some rooms have only a single exterior wall with all window 

openings on the same wall. Various techniques and systems have been developed in order 
to exploit these natural phenomena and conditions to achieve adequate natural ventila-
tion. These systems vary in performance, requirements, and settings: they include Trombe 

wall, double skin façade, solar chimney, solar walls, atrium, wind tower, windcatcher and 
fenestration (single-sided ventilation and cross ventilation) [7]. These systems can be in-

tertwined and used for other passive design strategies. 
A traditional and common natural ventilation system for buildings is the 

windcatcher [13] as it can provide good air quality and improve thermal comfort in an 

environmentally friendly manner, using, mainly, renewable wind energy [14]. 
Windcatchers have a long history with enhancing indoor environmental comfort in arid 

and semi-arid regions. They achieve harmony between built environments and the sur-

rounding natural environments. A windcatcher or wind tower is generally defined as a 
tower-like architectural component designed to be mounted on the building roof “to 

`catch’ the wind at higher elevations and direct it into the inner environment of a build-
ing” [2]. 

Windcatchers operate mainly with wind-driven ventilation and stack (buoyancy) ef-
fects [2]. Moreover, windcatchers are low maintenance since they operate without moving 
parts [2]. However, windcatchers have limitations. A key limitation is their large size and 

centrality (i.e., located at the building’s center). Since several windcatcher elements are 
generally required to achieve adequate natural ventilation, especially for large-scale 

buildings, restrictions are imposed on the building geometry. For example, windcatcher 
systems may limit future expansion and roof space use [3]. Many researchers have exten-
sively studied their effectiveness and performance using different evaluation methods 

such as computational methods, experimental methods, analytical and empirical 
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methods, or a combination. Each of these methods has its own advantages and limitations 
in terms of accuracy, cost, complexity of geometry, detail of the results and time to imple-

ment the method [15]. CFD is the most used computational method as it offers high accu-

racy and low financial cost (only the cost of the software package), and it is suitable for 
complex geometries, generating detailed results. Detailed information regarding the ad-

vantages of CFD compared to other methods can be found in [15]. 
According to [16,17], Environmental Controls (ECs) are based on methods for reduc-

ing concentrations of an infectious agent in the air and on surfaces in indoor environ-

ments. World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines recommend a combination of envi-

ronmental control mechanisms to avoid the spread of viruses to health care workers 

(HCWs) and patients in health care settings [17]. The environmental regulations rely on 
the design of the healthcare environment and include (a) building materials, surfaces, and 
products used [17]; (b) indoor environmental factors (e.g., temperature, humidity, light, 

and airflow) [17]; and (c) indoor access to the outside. All of the above may influence the 
survival of infectious agents in the built environment. 

Airflow and ventilation systems play a significant role in the airborne transmission 
of pathogens; improving ventilation decreases the risk of transmission. Identifying how 
the novel window-windcatcher improves ventilation is the focus of our work here [6,7]. 

The design of a ventilation system depends on the ability to contain, mitigate, and remove 
airborne pollutants through air change and inward indoor airflow [17]. 

Reducing the effect of overheating, and thus, improving thermal comfort in a build-
ing, is achieved mainly by two methods: building elements and ventilation [18]. The heat 

conductivity (k-value) of the building elements (such as walls, windows, etc.) can be re-

duced through selecting appropriate building elements. Ventilation is enhanced through 
increased air circulation, using, for example, window-windcatchers. The overheating is 

given by 𝐻𝑙𝑜𝑠𝑠 = 𝑐𝑝�̇�∆𝑇, where 𝑐𝑝 is the air specific capacity, �̇� is the air mass flow rate 

and ∆𝑇 is the temperature difference between the internal and external domains. The 
window-windcatcher can increase 𝐻𝑙𝑜𝑠𝑠 by increasing �̇�. 

Our work aims to investigate and test, using CFD, the design of a novel window- 

windcatcher device that can be mounted on exterior walls to capture the prevailing wind 
and redirect it into indoor spaces. We demonstrate that the ventilation rate in an indoor 

space increases when we use the novel window-windcatcher. According to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), viral diseases, such as COVID-19, can be more easily trans-
mitted in poorly ventilated enclosed spaces which have low ventilation rates [19]. The 

proposed design could replace or complement traditional large-scale windcatchers by 

small-scale decentralized windcatchers which can be mounted on exterior walls as a win-

dow component. The design of the device is suitable for retrofitting existing buildings or 
for new buildings. We find that the device could enhance the effectiveness of natural ven-
tilation (passive cooling) in buildings, significantly improving IAQ and thermal comfort 

by increasing the actual-to-required ventilation ratio, as per the ASHRAE standards, 
by up to 9% compared to the control case without a window-windcatcher. 

This can be achieved by increasing the ventilation rate while ensuring minimal tur-
bulence. Increasing the ventilation rate is primarily achieved by increasing air velocity; 
however, as the turbulence kinetic energy is dependent on the air velocity, improving the 

ventilation rate could potentially increase the turbulence kinetic energy. Therefore, it is 
crucial to ensure that the increase in the turbulence kinetic energy is kept sufficiently low 

as the velocity increases. 
Portable air cleaners, also known as air purifiers or air sanitizers, are designed to filter 

the air in a single room or area [20]. Central furnace or HVAC filters are designed to filter 

air throughout a home. Portable air cleaners and HVAC filters can reduce indoor air pol-
lutants, including viruses, that are airborne [20]. By themselves, portable air cleaners and 

HVAC filters are not enough to protect people from the virus that causes COVID-19 [20]. 
Air purifiers could be placed in regions of high turbulence kinetic energy. Hence, such 
regions shall be carefully identified in order to formulate recommendations on the use of 
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air purifiers. Placing air purifiers in high turbulence kinetic energy regions will: (1) ensure 
that the highest air flow rate is entering the air purifier; and (2) prevent the building’s 

residents to occupy those locations. 

We outline the structure of the paper. The Introduction provides the rationale of the 
research, the benefits of implementing passive design techniques such as natural ventila-

tion, the context of using the windcatcher natural ventilation system, our goals and objec-
tives, and an overview of the used methodology. The Material and Methods section pro-
vides more detailed information about the proposed window windcatcher, building ge-

ometry, and the geographical locations of the three cities we study (Amman, Doha and 

Cardiff). In addition, this section provides information about the CFD method, software, 

sensitivity analysis, and inlet and outlet boundary conditions. The Results section consists 
of a qualitative and a quantitative part. The qualitative part presents visual comparisons 
of a case without or with a window windcatcher device, respectively. The comparison 

includes the turbulence kinetic energy, velocity, and velocity streamlines for the three se-
lected cities, on selected planes of interest. The quantitative part shows the simulations 

with and without a window-windcatcher and the device’s effect on the actual-to-required 
ventilation ratio. In the Discussion section, we present the effect of the windcatcher on the 
IAQ. In addition, potential locations for deploying air purifiers in indoor spaces are dis-

cussed. Lastly, the Conclusions section presents the key results; the window-windcatcher 
increases the actual-to-required ventilation ratio as per the ASHRAE standards by up to 

9%. 

2. Materials and Methods 

2.1. Description of the Window-Windcatcher and of the Building 

To examine the efficiency of the proposed window-windcatcher device, a simplified 
building model representing a typical single-family house is used—see Figure 1. This 

building model was used in several studies to investigate natural ventilation and passive 
cooling in Jordan [21]. For example, it was used to examine the efficiency of the Solar-Wall 

system (combination of Trombe wall and solar chimney) on enhancing indoor thermal 

comfort [21]. The selected room dimensions are 4 m × 3 m × 2.7 m (length x width x height), 
so the floor area is 12 m2, and the volume is 32.4 m3. The external window of the room is 2 

m in width, 1 m in length, and 1 m in sill height, with a total window-to-wall ratio of 18%. 
The window has an operable sliding glazing mechanism that allows up to 50% of its total 
area to be opened. 
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Figure 1. The dimensions of the building. 

The proposed window-windcatcher aims to enhance natural ventilation in a particu-

lar room and in the whole residential unit—see Figure 1. The device is to be mounted on 
the envelope of existing or new buildings with minimal changes on the building shape or 

structure. Hence, the device could be used as a passive retrofitting technique. The design 
could be further developed to take into account requirements about privacy, daylighting, 
and aesthetic issues. Generally, as illustrated in Figure 2, the device consists of four verti-

cal supporting elements (joists) that connect two horizontal planes, an upper and a lower 
plane. The distance between the upper and the lower plane is equal to the height of the 

window opening, in this case 1 m. The device consists of four fins (1 m height × 0.15 m 
width × 0.02 m thickness) tilted by 45 degrees located at the outside edge of the device 
and one curved element that spans from a point near the last fin in the group into the right 

internal corner of the two planes. The fins and the curved element are mounted between 
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the two planes supported by the four supporting elements at the four corners of the hori-
zontal planes. The aim is that the prevailing wind will be captured and pass through the 

device opening on the shorter side opposite the curved element and the areas between the 

tilted fins. 

 

 

Figure 2. The design and dimensions of the proposed window-windcatcher. (A) 2D view (B) 3D 
View 

The vertical curved plane aims at enhancing the captured airflow toward the interior 
spaces. The tilting angle could be optimized by running the simulation for different an-

gles; this is outside our research scope. Moreover, other issues could be investigated in 
future work, such as daylighting performance, privacy, and the finishing materials used 
for the various components of the proposed device. 

2.2. Case Studies 

The proposed window-windcatcher‘s performance has been evaluated against a con-
trol case without a window-windcatcher, in three geographical locations: Cardiff, Doha 

and Amman—see Figure 3. The three cities are located within three different climatic 
zones: Amman in a hot-summer Mediterranean climate, Doha in a hot desert climate and 
Cardiff is in an Oceanic climate. The Total Wind Velocity (TWV) and temperature in each 

city have been obtained for 2021 [22]. The average temperature and TWV have been eval-

uated and plotted in Figure 4. We find, respectively, for Cardiff, Doha and Amman, these 

values to be [10.7 °C, 5.45 m/s], [27.8 °C, 4.2 m/s], and [22.3 °C, 3.6 m/s]. 

 

Figure 3. Geographical locations of the three cities we consider (Cardiff, Doha and Amman). 
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Figure 4. (Left) Temperature and (Right) Total Wind Velocity (TWV) in 2021 in Amman, Cardiff, 
and Doha. 

As shown in Figure 5, the orientation of the building with respect to the direction of 

the average TWV is simulated for equal shear (SWV) and normal (NWV) wind velocity 
components (i.e., 3.85 m/s, 2.97 m/s and 2.55 m/s for Cardiff, Doha and Amman, respec-
tively). The velocity components have been estimated, according to [23], as follows: 𝑆𝑊𝑉2 = 𝑁𝑊𝑉2 = 𝑇𝑊𝑉22   (1) 

 

 

Figure 5. (Left) Internal and external computational domains—two planes at 1 m and two planes 
at 1.7 m; (Right) computational setups of temperature and wind velocity. 
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2.3. CFD Simulations 

CFD simulations of the airflow passing through the proposed window-windcatcher 

were performed with the ANSYS 2020 CFX package [24]. We used a virtual machine with 
computational capabilities of Processor Intel® Core™i7-7700 CPU @ 3.6 Hz, installed 

memory 32 GB and a 64-bit operating system. The computational time was approximately 
12 h for each case study. The geometry of the building was modelled and loaded into 
ANSYS. The building model was created using the Boolean algorithm (i.e., the solid do-

main is subtracted from the internal and external fluid domain [25]—see Figure 5. Figure 

6 shows the computational mesh for these domains, created with approximately 2.19 × 106elements. 

 

Figure 6. CFX mesh of the CAD model presented in Figures 2 and 3 (building and window-
windcatcher). 

Performing experiments with the novel windcatcher is not currently possible as the 
device has not been manufactured. In fact, the focus of the work is generating CFD simu-
lations that are as accurate as possible in order to assess this device before proceeding to 

manufacture it. We establish the accuracy of the simulations through performing mesh-

sensitivity analysis for the building that ensures that the findings are independent of the 

mesh size. The WWC CAD model is created using AutoCAD. This approach has been 
adopted in our previous studies [26,27]. Figure 7 shows how the number of elements was 
determined following mesh sensitivity analysis. The mesh sensitivity study was done for 

the Amman case study using an average velocity across an interior plane with an offset of 
1.7 m from the floor, which is around the average person’s height [28]. At around 9.4 × 105 elements, the results do not change with the mesh size. Nevertheless, a much 
finer mesh with 2.19 × 106 elements was chosen for the simulation to give a high level of 
confidence and accuracy. In addition, the relative error to the selected mesh size has been 

estimated and shown to decrease when the mesh size decreases—see Figure 7. The veloc-
ity values converged with a relative error margin of 1%. 
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Figure 7. Mesh analysis—average velocity at 1.7 m offset (internal plane). 

Furthermore, the mesh quality (Table 1) is consistent with previous studies [27-29]. 

The mesh is exported to CFX-PRE. 

Table 1. Mesh properties. 

Property Value 

Elements maximum size (mm) 500 

Number of elements 2.19 × 106 

Growth rate 1.2 

Defeature size (mm) 2.5 

Curvature minimum size (mm) 5 

Curvature normal angle (degree) 18 

Skewness 0.21188 

Orthogonal Quality 0.78694 

Inflation transition ratio 0.75 

Inflation number of layers 5 

Using the k-ε turbulent flow model, we proceed with a steady-state analysis to de-

termine the average velocities [27–29]. The fluid domain was chosen from the ANSYS li-
brary as air at 10.7 °C, 27.8 °C and 22.3 °C corresponding to the Cardiff, Doha and Amman 

case studies, respectively (as discussed in Section 2.2). The no-slip boundary conditions 

were implemented in ANSYS as ‘No Slip Walls’ [27–29]. 
The goal of this study is to demonstrate that the ventilation rate in an indoor space 

increases when we use the novel window-windcatcher. According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), viral diseases, such as COVID-19, can be more easily transmitted in 
poorly ventilated enclosed spaces which have low ventilation rates [19]. 

Finally, the inlet boundary conditions (as specified in Figure 5) were set to velocity 

inlets with a turbulence intensity of 5% (default setting in ANSYS). 

The Turbulence Kinetic Energy (k) is a proxy for the flow mixing level [26,29]. 
TKE has been chosen as a quantity to study in this work since COVID-19 spread in-
creases with mixing. Equations (2)–(5) [26,29] give TKE: 
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𝑘 = 32 (𝑈𝐼)2 (2) 

𝜀 = 𝑐𝜇34𝑘32𝑙−1  (3) 

𝐼 = 0.16𝑅𝑒−18 (4) 𝑙 = 0.07𝐿  (5) 

We plot TKE in ANSYS CFX. In addition, the performance of the window-
windcatcher in preventing the spread of COVID-19 by increasing the ventilation rate 

has been evaluated against the required ventilation rate (𝑄required) as per the ASHRAE 

standards [30]. The acceptable ventilation rate in residential buildings, as defined by 
the ASHRAE standards, is given in Equation (6) [30].The convergence of the results is 

shown in Figure 8. 

 

Figure 8. Convergence of results. 

The actual ventilation rate (𝑄actual) has been estimated computationally using 
ANSYS, and the ventilation performance has been benchmarked by the actual-to-re-

quired ventilation ratio (𝑛𝑄), Equation (7) [30]: 𝑄required = 0.15𝐴𝑓𝑙𝑜𝑜𝑟 + 3.5(𝑁𝑏𝑟 + 1) (6)  𝑛𝑄 = 𝑄actual/𝑄required  (7) 

The streamlines and contours of the velocity and TKE for the entire fluid domain 
are plotted in Figures 9–12. In addition, as shown in Figure 5, data have been dis-

played at two distinct heights (1.7 m and 1 m) for four planes (two planes for the 
internal domain and two for the external domain): the first height is 1.7 m above the 
floor (i.e., the breathing level of an average person [26]). The second is at the height of 

1 m above the ground, which is about the same as the height of a sitting person.  
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Figure 9. Turbulence kinetic energy profile at the 1 m interior plane (A and B: High-turbu-

lence region, C: Low-turbulence region). 
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Figure 10. Turbulence kinetic energy profile at the 1.7 m interior plane (D: High-turbulence 

region, E: Low-turbulence region). 
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Figure 11. Velocity profile at the 1 m interior plane (H, F and G: High-velocity regions). 
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Figure 12. Velocity profile at the 1.7 m interior plane (I and J: High-velocity regions). 

3. Results 

3.1. Qualitative Analysis 

As discussed in Section 2, we show how the novel window-windcatcher device we 
propose could increase the IAQ and hence mitigate the spread of COVID-19 indoors. This 

is essentially achieved by increasing the ventilation rate while ensuring minimal turbu-
lence. Increasing the ventilation rate is primarily achieved by increasing air velocity; how-

ever, as the turbulence kinetic energy increases with the air velocity, increasing the venti-
lation rate would increase the turbulence kinetic energy. 

Therefore, it is crucial to ensure that the increase in the turbulence kinetic energy is 

maintained at a low value. In addition, regions of high turbulence kinetic energy shall be 
carefully identified to inform other potential mitigations, for example placing air purifiers 

in relatively high turbulence regions. Therefore, the turbulence kinetic energy of the inte-

rior plane has been plotted for the 1 m (the average height for a seated person) and 1.7 m 
(the average height for a standing person) planes (Figures 9 and 10, respectively) for the 

three locations of interest (Cardiff, Doha and Amman). 
As shown in Figure 10 for Cardiff, the window-windcatcher has slightly increased 

the TKE inside the building compared to the case without the window-windcatcher. On 
the other hand, this increase was less significant in Doha and Amman. This is attributed 
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to the lower levels of wind velocity in Amman and Doha compared to Cardiff. Moreover, 
as shown in Figure 9, Regions A and B, the high-turbulence regions are located at the 

building corners while the central region (Region C) remains approximately unaffected.  

By comparing the turbulence kinetic energy profiles at the 1 m plane (Figure 9) to 
those at the 1.7 m plane (Figures 9 and 10), it can be seen that the turbulence energy is 

higher at the 1.7 m plane (i.e., Region A in Figure 9 to Region D in Figure 10). Hence, 
Regions D and E could be good locations to place air purifiers. 

The velocity profile of the interior plane has been plotted for the 1 m and 1.7 m planes 

(Figures 11 and 12, respectively) for Cardiff, Doha and Amman. As shown in Figure 11, 

the window-windcatcher has increased the air velocity inside the building compared to 

the case without the window-windcatcher (i.e., Region F in Figure 12 compared to Region 
G in Figure 11). In addition, by comparing Regions F and G, it can be noted that the win-
dow-windcatcher has directed the air velocity towards the centre compared to the case 

without the window-windcatcher, where air velocity tends to be more attached to the 
building’s wall. This essentially indicates the window-windcatcher’s capability in vector-

ing the shear wind towards the building’s centre—thus increasing the ventilation rate. 
Comparing the velocity profiles of the three case studies, the Cardiff case demon-

strates higher velocity levels than Doha and Amman. This is directly related to the fact 

that the wind velocity in Cardiff is higher than in Doha and in Amman. By comparing the 
velocity profiles at the 1 m plane to those at the 1.7 m plane (Figure 11 and Figure 12, 

respectively), while Region F in the 1 m plane (Figure 11) follows approximately the same 
profile as the velocity at the 1.7 m plane (Region I in Figure 12), Region H in the 1 m plane 

(Figure 11) differs from that in the 1.7 m plane (Region J in Figure 12). Region H has a 

more consistent velocity magnitude compared to Region I, where a drop in the magnitude 
of the velocity has been demonstrated. 

The streamlines at the interior plane have been plotted for the 1 m and 1.7 m planes 
(Figures 13 and 14, respectively) for Cardiff, Doha and Amman. Streamlines are the fluid 
particle paths. Thus, they provide a visualization of the distribution of the air in the space. 

The locations with minimal velocities are also identified. These correspond to the regions 
with lower likelihood of spreading airborne viruses, such as SARS-CoV-2 [16,17]. Those 

locations correspond to the points where the velocity magnitude gradually decreases to 
approximately 0 m/s. Those locations are defined here as the near-zero-velocity regions. 
Correlating these regions to the potential of deploying air purifiers, it is recommended to 

avoid choosing those locations as those locations correspond to `safe’ regions. On the 
other hand, air purifiers could be deployed at locations with high velocity to maximise 

the airflow rate enters the air purifiers. As shown in Figures 13 and 14, the centre of safe 
near-zero-velocity regions (SNZVR) has been identified for the 1 m and 1.7 m planes, re-
spectively. 
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Figure 13. Streamlines at the 1 m interior plane (APR: Air purifiers region, SNZVR: safe near-

zero-velocity regions). 
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Figure 14. Streamlines at the 1.7 m interior plane (APR: Air purifiers region, SNZVR: safe near-
zero-velocity regions). 

In addition, a 70% household limit of the maximum velocity has been used to propose 
the locations to deploy air purifiers. Those locations have been defined as the air-purifier 

regions (APR). As shown in Figures 13 and 14, the streamline patterns at the 1 m follow 
closely the patterns in the 1.7 m plane. However, by comparing the case with the window-

windcatcher to the case without the window-windcatcher, it is noted that the SNZVR in 
Region K without the window-windcatcher (Figure 12) is split into two smaller SNZVR 
when the window-windcatcher is deployed (Region L). This is attributed to the fact that 

the window-windcatcher directs the air velocity towards the center, thus splitting the 
SNZVR. The interaction of the interior and exterior plane streamlines has been plotted for 

the 1 m and 1.7 m planes (Figures 15 and 16, respectively) for Cardiff, Doha and Amman. 
This helps us understand the interaction with the interior plane. As shown in Region M 
of Figure 15, the window-windcatcher has redirected the shear wind towards the interior 

plane of the building. However, it can be seen that some high-velocity wind streamlines 
(Region N) are not directed towards the internal plane of the building. This essentially 

suggests that the WWC design could be further optimized to enhance its aerodynamic 
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capabilities. The WWC design optimization could include the depth of the WWC, the an-
gles of the slanted fins and the number and thickness of the fins. 

  

Figure 15. Streamlines at the 1 m plane (internal and external domain). 

By comparing the 1 m plane in Figure 15 to the 1.7 m plane in Figure 16, we see that 

the streamline patterns are quite similar. Nevertheless, comparing the Cardiff case to Am-
man and Doha, it is noted that the velocity in the building is higher. This is due to the fact 

that the average wind velocity in Cardiff is higher than the other two cases of study. An-
other crucial point to note is that, in Region O, where the window-windcatcher has not 
been deployed (compare to region M), most of the shear wind streamlines are not directed 

towards the interior plane of the building. This suggests that the ventilation rate could be 

further increased by installing more than one WWC in Region O. Optimizing the number 

and positions of WWCs for a given space could significantly enhance the ventilation rate; 
this is another direction for future work. 
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Figure 16. Streamlines at the 1.7 m full plane. 

3.2. Quantitative Analysis 

Figure 16 displays the average turbulence kinetic energy of the two interior planes, 
1 m and 1.7 m. It can be noted that the window-windcatcher has slightly increased the 

average turbulence kinetic energy at both planes, in all three cases of study. However, as 
discussed in Section 3.1, the turbulence kinetic energy increases in the regions that are 
less likely to be occupied by residents. The increase in the turbulence kinetic energy is 

directly caused by the increase in the velocity at those planes, as highlighted in Figure 

17. 
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Figure 17. Average turbulence kinetic energy of the interior planes (1 m and 1.7 m) using a 
Window-WindCatcher (WWC) and Without Window-WindCatcher (WWWC). 

By correlating the average turbulence kinetic energy results in Figure 17 to the veloc-

ity results in Figure 18, in a case study with low average velocity (i.e., Amman), it can be 

noted that the window-windcatcher effect of increasing the turbulence energy is less sig-
nificant than in the other two cases. This is due to the lower wind speed compared to the 

other two cases. 

 

Figure 18. Average velocity of the interior planes (1 m and 1.7 m) using a Window-
WindCatcher (WWC) and Without Window-WindCatcher (WWWC). 

As shown in Figure 19, the ventilation rates using the window-windcatcher have in-
creased for the three case studies compared to those without the window-windcatcher. In 

all three case studies, the ventilation rate using the window-windcatcher was increased 
by approximately 9% compared to the case without the window-windcatcher. 
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Figure 19. Actual ventilation rate using a Window-WindCatcher (WWC) and Without Win-
dow-WindCatcher (WWWC). 

As discussed in Section 2, the ventilation rate has been evaluated against the re-

quired ventilation rate (𝑄required) as per ASHRAE standards [30]. The acceptable ven-

tilation rate in the studied residential building was estimated using Equation (6) [30] 

(i.e., approximately 168.5 L/s). The actual ventilation rate (𝑄actual) has been estimated 

computationally using ANSYS, and the ventilation performance has been bench-

marked by the actual-to-required ventilation ratio (𝑛𝑄) using Equation (7) [30]. As 

shown in Figure 19, the window-windcatcher for Cardiff has managed to increase the 
actual-to-required ventilation ratio by approximately 9% compared to the case with-

out the window-windcatcher (𝑛𝑄  increased from 96.7% to 106%). For Amman and 

Doha, 𝑛𝑄  has increased by approximately 6% (from 61.5% to 67.5%) and 7% (from 

70% to 77.3%), respectively (Figure 20).  

 

Figure 20. The actual-to-required ventilation ratio using Window-WindCatcher (WWC) and 
Without Window-WindCatcher (WWWC). 

However, for Amman and Doha, although the actual-to-required ventilation ra-

tio was increased using the window-windcatcher, the actual-to-required ventilation 
ratio is still less than 100%, that is, the actual ventilation rate is still lower than the 
required ventilation rate needed to fulfill the ASHRAE standards [30]. This suggests 

that deploying another window-windcatcher is necessary (possibly at Region O, as 
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indicated in Figure 14). On the other hand, for Cardiff, the ASHRAE standards are 
fulfilled using only one window-windcatcher since the actual-to-required ventilation 

ratio is higher than 100% (i.e., 𝑛𝑄  = 106%). 

To investigate how the performance of the window varies with boundary condi-
tions, the actual ventilation rates of the three cities (which correspond to three differ-

ent boundary conditions of wind velocities) are plotted against the total wind velocity 
in Figure 21. As the wind velocity increases, the window-windcatchers performance 

improves. In Figure 22, we plot the actual-to-required ventilation ratio of each city 
against the wind velocity (TWV), which also increases as the wind velocity increases. 

 

Figure 21. Actual ventilation rate with respect to the total wind velocity. 

 

Figure 22. Actual-to-required ventilation with respect to the total wind velocity. 

By utilizing the curve-fitting tool of Matlab “cftool”, we determine the relation-
ships (8) and (9) which describe, respectively, the actual ventilation rate and the ac-

tual-to-required ventilation ratio against the wind velocity: 𝑄𝑎𝑐𝑡 = 35.75 𝑇𝑊𝑉 − 16.9 (8) 𝑛𝑄 = 0.212𝑇𝑊𝑉 − 0.009 (9) 

These relationships could then be applied to other geographical locations. In this 
study, we focus attention to specific regions and boundary conditions (in Amman, 
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Doha and Cardiff); additional locations and hence boundary conditions could be in-
vestigated in future studies. 

  



Buildings 2022, 12, x FOR PEER REVIEW 24 of 26 
 

4. Discussion 

The purpose of this study was to investigate, using CFD, the effectiveness of a novel 

window-windcatcher device that could be mounted on the exterior walls of new or exist-
ing buildings in order to capture and redirect prevailing wind into interior spaces. The 

proposed design could replace or supplement the typical large-scale windcatchers by uti-
lising small-scale decentralised windcatchers on exterior walls as a window component. 
The suggested window-windcatcher is among the passive cooling approaches that have 

been shown in several studies to provide outstanding thermal comfort and indoor air 

quality while consuming only a fraction of the energy used by mechanical air conditioning 

systems [6]. Natural ventilation is one of the most popular passive cooling design strate-
gies for improving indoor air quality and thermal comfort. The effectiveness of natural 
ventilation and passive cooling in buildings could be improved by using this new device, 

resulting in better indoor air quality and environmental comfort. 
Furthermore, ensuring high indoor air quality is essential in mitigating the spread of 

COVID-19 and other viral diseases. Increasing air velocity is the most common way to 

increase ventilation rates; however, increasing ventilation rate increases turbulence ki-
netic energy. As a result, it is critical to keep the increase in turbulence kinetic energy as 

low as possible. In addition, high turbulence kinetic energy regions have been carefully 
identified to facilitate potential mitigation measures, such as the use of air purifiers in high 

turbulence/mixing areas (Figures 9 and 10). 
By plotting the streamlines in Figures 15 and 16, the effect of the window-

windcatcher on the airflow streamlines has also been evaluated. Streamlines trace fluid 

paths and, as a result, contribute to the understanding of the indoor air distribution. They 
also visualise the regions with the lowest velocities, and, therefore, with a lower risk of 

spreading airborne viruses like SARS-CoV-2 [16,17]. At those locations, the velocity mag-
nitude gradually decreases to approximately 0 m/s; Figures 13 and 14 show the near-zero-

velocity regions. By relating these regions to the possibility of deploying air purifiers, it is 
suggested that these locations should be avoided, as they correspond to `safe’ regions. Air 

purifiers, on the other hand, should be placed in areas with high velocity to maximise the 

airflow rate into the purifiers. In Figures 13 and 14, those locations have been labelled as 
air-purifier regions (APR). 

Furthermore, we looked at the interaction of the interior and exterior planes’ stream-
lines. Understanding the fluid interaction with the interior plane requires plotting the 
streamlines for the exterior planes. We also identified potential locations to place the win-

dow-windcatcher in order to increase the ventilation rate. The window-windcatcher redi-

rects the shear wind towards the building’s interior plane, as shown in region M of Figure 

14. However, some high-velocity wind streamlines (Region N) are not directed towards 
the building’s interior plane. This implies that the window-windcatcher design could be 
further improved in future work in order to enhance its aerodynamic capabilities. 

Another important point is that, unlike Region M, where the window-windcatcher 
was not deployed, most of the shear wind streamlines are not directed towards the inte-

rior plane of the building in Region O (Figure 14). This means that, by deploying another 
window-windcatcher in Region O, the ventilation rate could be increased. According to 
the quantitative analysis (Section 3.2), the window-windcatcher has slightly increased the 

average turbulence kinetic energy at both planes in the three cases studied. The increase 
in turbulence kinetic energy, on the other hand, occurred in areas that are less likely to be 

occupied by people. However, the ventilation rate was compared to the required ventila-

tion rate 𝑄required ) as specified by the ASHRAE standards [30]. Compared to the case 

without the window-windcatcher (𝑛𝑄 from 96.7 percent to 106 percent), the window-

windcatcher managed to increase the actual-to-required ventilation ratio by approxi-

mately 9%. The actual-to-required ventilation ratio was increased by approximately 6% 
(from 61.5 percent to 67.5 percent) and 7% (from 70 percent to 77.3 percent) in the Amman 
and Doha cases, respectively. 



Buildings 2022, 12, x FOR PEER REVIEW 25 of 26 
 

5. Conclusions 

This research aimed to investigate, using ANSYS CFX, the effectiveness of a design 

of a novel window-windcatcher device to be mounted on the exterior walls to capture the 
prevailing wind and redirect it into interior spaces. The performance of the proposed win-

dow-windcatcher has been evaluated in comparison to a control case (without a window-
windcatcher) in three different geographical locations (Cardiff, Doha and Amman). The 
proposed window-windcatcher has proven to enhance thermal comfort and indoor air 

quality by increasing the actual-to-required ventilation ratio as per the ASHRAE 

standards by approximately 9% compared to the case without the window-

windcatcher (𝑛𝑄  from 96.7% to 106%). For Amman and Doha, the actual-to-required 

ventilation ratio was increased by approximately 6% (61.5% to 67.5%) and 7% (70% to 

77.3%), respectively. 
In addition, the location with minimal velocities has been identified by plotting the 

streamlines. Those locations correspond to the regions with a lower likelihood of spread-
ing viral diseases such as COVID-19. Regarding the potential of deploying air purifiers, 

air-purifier regions (APR) with high velocity, where the airflow rate entering the air puri-

fiers is increased, have been identified. 
For future work, a prototype is recommended to be manufactured and tested in a 

wind tunnel to further examine the aerodynamic performance of the window-

windcatcher. 
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