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           The Second Revolutionary Wave (SRW) in Egypt was a defining 

timespan in Arab media. This thesis examined how the English websites of 

Al-Jazeera and Al-Ahram (AJE & AAE) framed a sequence of key events 

which occurred at that time, and whether their reporting was ideologically 

driven. To address this issue, the researcher developed a Three-Stage 

Framing model to analyse news frames. This theoretical/ analytical 

approach encompassed eclectic methods in framing, Systemic Functional 

Linguistics (SFL), Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), and Legitimation 

Strategies (LS). In the descriptive stage, the researcher used the Syntactic, 

Script, and Rhetorical structures (Pan & Kosicki, 1993) as an organising 

base to analyse four AJE and AAE pairs of texts. The structural data were 

coded through Transitivity, Appraisal, Modality, Thematic analysis, and 

Social-Actor representation of Wodak and Resigil (2001). The SFL 

synthesis was interpreted through Entman’s probe (1993) and Van 

Leeuwen’s LS (2008) in the interpretation stage, then the interpretative data 

were explained, and the overall findings were elucidated with reference to 

the context. Valkenburg and Semetko’s scheme (2000) was a means to 

validate the findings and identify the frames across headlines, leads, and 

closures (outlined as significant framing devices). The results revealed that 

the Morality, Responsibility, and Conflict frames received the most 

attention in both media outlets. AAE’s stories framed MB and their affiliates 

to be responsible for the problem and their actions to be morally 

unacceptable. In contrast, AJE’s stories framed the interim government and 

the military to be accountable for the struggle. The conclusions suggested 

that AJE behaved as a state-run media and so did AAE. 
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(II) DEFINITIONS OF KEY TERMINOLOGIES 
 

Concept Meaning 
 

Second Revolutionary 
Wave 

The wide-scale 30-June revolution that lasted for three days against Muslim 
Brotherhood government and led to a military intervention on the 3rd of July 
2013 which ended up in ousting the ruling government and installing an 
interim one. It also refers to post events of relevance. 
 

Arab Spring Uprisings that erupted in December 2010 in Tunisia and expanded to Egypt 
and multiple Arab countries. 
 

Military Intervention The Egyptian military operation that took place on the 3rd of July 2013 
against MB regime. 
 

Frames  They refer to the “Schemata of interpretations” (Goffman, 1974, p.21) 
  

Schemas Representation or organisation of a sequence of event to “encourage the 
target to think, feel, and decide in a particular way” (Entman, 2007, p.164). 
 

Ideology It refers to “the mental frameworks –the languages, the concepts, categories, 
imagery of thought, and the systems of representation” (Morley, 1996, p.25). 
 

Heteroglossia 1 
 

It refers to the language diversity of "points of view on the world, forms for 
conceptualizing the world in words, specific world views, each characterised 
by its own objects, meanings and values” (Bakhtin, 1981, p.291).  
 

Heteroglossia 2 
 

It is a feature in the Appraisal system’s Engagement, which refers to 
speaker/writer’s evaluation with reference to other’s voices and/or 
recognizing alternative positions (Matthiessen, Teruya, & Lam, 2010)  
 

Ideological Square  
 
 

Underlying ideologies are expressed through a polarised structure which 
divides people into good Us and bad others. (Van Dijk, 1998).  

Discourse   It describes “the whole process of interaction of which a text is just a part” 
(Fairclough, 1989, p.24). 
 

Syntactic Structure It refers to the “stable patterns of the arrangement of words or phrases into 
sentences,” (Pan & Kosicki,1993, p.60). 
 

Script Structure Organised sequence of activities and event components that are internalised 
as a structured mental representation of the event (ibid). 

 
Rhetorical Structure Stylistic choices produced by journalists in relation to their intended effects 

(ibid). 
 

Signifying elements Words, phrases, or images that are identifiable and can be experienced; such 
elements can be organised or manipulated by the communicator in a way that 
makes “a frame communicable through the news media” (Pan & Kosicki, 
1993, p.59). 
 

Systemic Functional 
Linguistics 

A social semiotic theory which views language as a system of signs which 
function as a tool for communication (e.g., Halliday, 1994). 
 

Inverted pyramid The notion refers to “a sequential organisation of structural elements (i.e., 
headline, lead, episodes, background, and closure)” (Pan & Kosicki, 1993, 
p.59). 
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(III) TABLES OF ABBREVIATIONS 
 

 
Initials of Concepts 

 
Initial & Acronym  Meaning 
AJ Al-Jazeera 
AA Al-Ahram 
AAE Al-Ahram English 
AJE Al-Jazeera English 
AJA Al-Jazeera Arabic 
AAA Al-Ahram Arabic 
SRW Second Revolutionary Wave 
03JMI 03 July 2013 Military Intervention in Egypt 
MB Muslim Brotherhood 
30JR 30 June 2013 Revolution in Egypt 
SFL Systemic Functional Linguistics 
CDA Critical Discourse Analysis 
LSs Legitimation Strategies 
ithematic Interpretative Thematic  
HRW Human Rights Watch 
IMF International Monetary Fund 
EU European Union 
AS Arab Spring  
3S Framing Approach Three-stage framing approach 

 
 
 

Initials of Transitivity-Process Coding 
 

Initial Meaning 
Circ Circumstance 
Ac Actor  
Men Mental (process) 
Beh Behavioural (process) 
Rel Relational (process) 
Sen Sensor 
At Attribute 
Ca  Carrier 
Go Goal 
Tg Target 
Mat Material (process) 
Pr Process 
Recv Receiver 
Recip  Recipient  
Phen Phenomena  
Vrbl Vrbl (process) 
Exi Existential (process) 
Purp Purpose 
Temp Temporal  
Proj Projection 
Vrbg Verbiage  
Loc Location 
Matt Matter 
Cond Conditional 
Man Manner  
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Initials of Appraisal-System Coding 
 

Initial Meaning 
Prop Propriety 
Incl Inclination 
Sec Security 
Appre Appreciation 
Cmpx Complexity  
SoEs Social Esteem 
SoSn Social Sanction 
Ten Tenacity 
Ver Veracity  
Cap Capacity  
Nom Normality  
Bal Balance 
Ackn Acknowledgement 
Dis Distance 
Het Heteroglossia 
Exp Expansion  
Mon Monoglossia  
Prn Pronounce  
Cn Counter 
Discm Disclaim   
Insc Inscribed 
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Judg Judgement 
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Att Attitude  
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CHAPTER ONE 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 

Rationale
 
             December 2010 marked the beginning of the Arab revolutions when large-scale civil 

demonstrations erupted against the ruling regimes in several Arab countries. The 

uprisings, which flared up in Tunisia and Egypt respectively and spread swiftly to five 

further countries, spurred socio-political turmoil in the Middle East and North Africa. This 

unusual movement was prominent in the news coverage and a centre of attention in the Arab 

media and of news agencies worldwide. It was during this stage that the researcher’s interest 

and passion were ignited, being a news anchor himself at the English Broadcasting Service of 

Riyadh Radio (2009-2014). During his work in the region, the researcher was engaging in 

topics of geopolitical discourse, with the conflicts quickly dubbed the ‘Arab Spring’. The 

researcher brought up topical societal issues for discussion with radio hosts. Inviting people 

to discuss such issues strongly stimulated his curiosity about how media producers framed 

social groups and events in Arab struggle. 

     The so called ‘Arab Spring’ (AS henceforth) started from the reflection on the mindset of 

a simple vegetable seller in Tunisia who was so despondent in life that he poured petrol on 

himself and burned himself, committing suicide. His level of desperation, which was a drop 

in an ocean of turbulent emotions, was the spark which triggered the entire Egyptian nation to 

erupt only one month later. This research is an attempt to explore what happened in Egypt 

through the study of discourse. The researcher relates that to intellectual discourse, such that, 

although committing suicide is an unacceptable practice in Islam, people were compassionate 

toward the victim. The masses interacted with the self-immolated seller and began to 

conceptualise and activate to the geopolitical discourse. 

Reporting domestic concerns to an English-speaking audience was part of the 

researcher’s line of work.  It caught his attention as a broadcaster in charge of editing and 

presenting regional news stories gathered from a variety of sources around the globe. The 

coverage of Arab revolutions was a priority, as it was out of the norm to see millions of people 

demonstrating in main squares demanding their presidents to step down from power. The 2011 
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revolution in Egypt among all was quite compelling to explore as it also developed into 

another significant revolution in 2013 (See section: 1.2.2). The geopolitical context that 

sparked the flame triggering the 2011 revolution in Egypt is important to understand because 

it is related to the second revolution on 30 June 2013 (30JR henceforth) against Morsi’s regime 

which ended in a military intervention on 03 July (03JMI henceforth).  

 The ideological struggle over representations of social groups and events in Egyptian 

and regional media platforms was intriguing to study. It was significant to explore how they 

represented what happened through that second wave which witnessed several key events 

including 30JR, 03JMI, and the following events (referred to as SRW henceforth). For 

instance, while some Arab news agencies preferred to label that stage as ‘democracy 

restoration,’ and ‘second revolution’ against theocracy and fascism, some others designated it 

as a ‘counter-revolution’ or ‘coup’ (Fisher, 2013). Some researchers and political analysts 

argued that what happened in Egypt could be rather called the ‘Arab Autumn’ instead of the 

‘Arab Spring’ because of the massive destruction it caused for people and infrastructure (e.g., 

Sidani, 2019).   

It was remarkable to see how these local media agencies competed to report the 

uprisings in Egypt from their distinctive ideological perspectives. The researcher wished to 

study the motivations of several leading Arab-media networks such as Al-Jazeera, Al-Ahram, 

Al-Arabya, Al-Hurra…etc., in launching English news products, English channels, English 

newspapers, and more specifically English websites.  The researcher became intrigued with 

looking closely at the messages of an Egyptian media outlet and comparing them with those 

of Aljazeera, taking into consideration their categorisation by Arab media analysts1. The 

classification of Arab media was introduced including transitional or loyalist news media 

(Rugh, 2004) or so-called independent or pro-change media type (e.g., Mellor, 2005) and 

particularly on their coverage of SRW. The paper investigated how these categories of media 

construed social groups such as Muslim Brotherhood (MB henceforth), the military institution, 

the ousted government, and the interim one. 

 The current research does not only aim to examine a specific case study in a specific 

timespan, but it will also review previous media-discourse methodologies that have been used 

to examine socio-political conflicts in the media. The studies on media discourse and 

 
1 For more about Arab-Media categorisation see section 3.2 in chapter three. 
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specifically the framing theory, as a significant approach to study media discourse, will be 

under the microscope of this research. The critical review of previous literature suggests that 

there is a scholarly gap in terms of how linguistics is used in relation to the framing of written 

media. The research will attempt to address this methodological issue by proposing a 

theoretical/analytical framework that can be useful to replicate for future research.  

 

                    1.1. Research Significance  

Discourse is a complete communicative process which integrates a wide variety of 

meanings (e.g., Titscher et al., 2000).  Discourse is historical, interpretative, explanatory, and 

a form of social action. More important in this context of study, discourse is ideological (e.g., 

Fairclough & Wodak, 1997). Ideology is another terminology that carries various meanings. 

The notion includes “the mental frameworks –the languages, the concepts, categories, imagery 

of thought, and the systems of representation” (Morley, 1996, p.25) that competing groups 

employ in their discourse and is related to different social practices. Ideology emerged 

throughout the recent Arab movements (particularly Egypt) ranging from moderate to 

extreme. The collapse of states and the total disorder ensuing was a platform for groups with 

radical ideologies to investigate and activate, which worsened the situation, and deepened the 

struggle.   

This research therefore is an attempt to capture the mood of the geopolitical discourse. It 

proceeds through framing by analytically using evidence from various authors to compare 

how different Arab- media agencies framed SRW. The reflexive approach will be followed in 

this qualitative-inquiry research to avoid bias. The researcher can proceed in this line of 

research into the discourse through using several devices of media discourse analysis and 

framing approaches to achieve a better understanding. The outcome of this research is hoped 

to:   

1. provide more understanding on the nature of struggle and how ideology plays a major 

role in the creation of these discourses.  

2. contribute to the specific area of study through the proposal of an analytical approach 

that can reveal the deep function of language in relation to the framing of written 

media.  
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      Framing and other media discourse approaches will provide readers of the study with 

the means to understand the relation between media discourse and ideology. The concept of 

framing is described as a process of selection, emphasis, and exclusion in media discourse 

(e.g., Gitlin, 1980). Framing is a useful theory to follow because it offers an essential aspect 

of news storytelling. It examines what meanings are made salient in an oral or written narrative 

and why and how. In other words, framing explores the elements of an event which are 

selected by news producers to make them more noticeable for recipients2 (e.g., Goffman, 

1974; Entman, 1993). Framing also suggests that an issue or event can be viewed from 

different perspectives which can be more recognisible at times of conflicts. It provides 

“meaning to an unfolding strip of events” (Gamson & Modigliani 1987, p.143). Through the 

analysis of various framing devices, this research is expected to provide the readership with a 

clear understanding of how news writers sometimes use skilful rhetoric to construe/manipulate 

events in written media discourse.  

              Framing aims to explore media discourse and that includes the Script, Rhetorical, and 

Syntactic structures of a news story (e.g., Pan & Kosicki, 1993). Framing also helps to interpret 

themes (e.g., Entman, 1993) to pinpoint the writer’s covert meanings. It is the guidebook to 

explore schemata and salient meanings in media discourse. It describes and interprets them, 

which leads to elucidating discourse and drawing attention to ideology. Therefore, this 

research examines other social and discursive power relations including the ongoing conflict 

between MB and the Egyptian military. It specifically investigates the ideological struggle 

between Al-Jazeera English website (AJE henceforth) and Al-Ahram’s (AAE henceforth) 

(e.g., Fairclough, 1995). This goal can be achieved by also using other media-discourse 

methods along with Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL henceforth) which examines the 

metafunctional diversity of the language (e.g., Halliday, 1994). SFL explores grammar, 

semantics, cohesion, themes, and other linguistic relations (e.g., Halliday, 1994, 2004, 2014 

and Martin & White, 2005). 

               Framing analysts have proposed long lists of signifying cues (e.g., Pan & Kosicki, 

1993; Tankard, 2001) or what are termed as general types of evidence of expectations (Tannen, 

1979;1993). These signifying elements are argued to be indicators of the existence of a frame 

 
2 For more about the target audience in this research see section 2.7. in chapter two. 
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in an oral/written discourse. The list of framing devices they outlined includes textual 

structures such as omissions, additions, and repetitions. It also includes rhetorical structures 

such as metaphor, judgement, modals, exemplars…etc. The list also encompasses syntactic 

elements such as headlines, leads…etc. However, when these structures/signifying elements 

are analysed, the researchers (e.g., Pan & Kosicki, 1993; Tannen, 1993; or Tankard, 2001) 

analyse them as means of salience with minor focus on their linguistic function of salience in 

the frame of a written/oral narrative. They have not elucidated how they explore the different 

linguistic features including grammar, meanings, and themes.  

The literature review suggests that the linguistically oriented studies that have been 

conducted to analyse news frames fall short of delivering the required theoretical/empirical 

frameworks to explore how news stories are framed linguistically. None of the reviewed 

studies has provided a clear analytical approach to code the various linguistic elements they 

suggest (e.g., Tannen, 1997;1993; Tankard, 2001; Pan & Kosicki, 1993; Gamson & 

Modigliani, 1989…etc.). A close linguistic analysis on frames of written discourse is 

important to enable the reader to understand how these linguistic cues function to express the 

writer’s preferred/intended meaning. Pan and Kosicki (1993)’s structural elements seem to be 

a solid analytical base from which to start the analysis. The structures they introduce, can be 

used as a foundation to conduct micro linguistic analysis to examine a selection of written 

news stories, then link the analysis to broader areas of concerns in media-discourse studies.  

 

1.2. Historical Background 

The research summaries at the history of revolutionary upheaval in the Arab world and 

link to the context. The researcher will take the Egyptian case as Egypt is a huge country with 

a deep heritage and unique geographical location in the centre of the Arab world linking two 

continents. Egypt was chosen because it is also the most populous country in the Arab region 

and has witnessed five revolutionary movements in its modern history informed by different 

ideological and political motives. The following sections will provide background on these 

revolutions that occurred in two different periods in the preceding two centuries. This adds to 

our understanding of the context3 and provides valuable insights into the nature of ideological 

struggle in such socio-political discourse. MB and the Egyptian army have played active roles 

 
3 For more about context see section: 2.10 in chapter two. 
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in these struggles. They were allies in the 1952, and 2011 revolutions, but were opponents in 

2013 when Egyptians protested against the newly elected MB government.  

 

1.2.1.   Waves against Foreign Powers (1801-1956) 

        Revolutions in Egypt erupted for several reasons and encompassed three distinctive 

governing systems, which had been competing for power and dominance. The human entities 

involved in the struggles included foreign powers, minorities, elites, MB, and the military. 

The 19th and 20th century revolutions could be classified into two types: Ottoman – French 

struggle over power (1801-1805), and British counter-hegemonic resistance (1882-1956) 

(Scholch, 1981). 

           The first revolt broke out in 1805. Egypt was then declared as an self-governing state 

and Muhammed Ali Pasha was appointed as the sultan’s viceroy in Egypt by the Ottomans. 

During that era, the country underwent rapid modernisation. Ali Pasha tried to build a self-

governing state, to re-assert Egyptian nationalism and identity, and to lessen the Ottomans’ 

influence on the country. Therefore, Ali Pasha was regarded as the father of modern Egypt. 

Yet, some Egyptians thought Ali was a conqueror more than a builder since his origin was 

Albanian and he was still under the control of the Ottomans. There was, therefore, some 

opposition against the social and political domination by Ottomans. Egyptian culture was at 

that point influenced by Turkish culture. For instance, Turkish was used as the official 

language in Egyptian courts (Scholch, 1981).  

            The second counter-hegemonic move appeared in 1879. Resistance against the British 

influence over the country was more recognisable when Egypt was ruled by the Ottoman 

governor, Khedive Tawfiq. People were suspicious that the country was in the grip of foreign 

power.  They believed that the United Kingdom had de facto control over the country which 

sparked the Urabi revolt spanning from 1879 to 1882 under the slogan “Egypt for the 

Egyptians” (Al-Sayyid, 1999). The revolution’s main demand was to reduce the reliance on 

European advisors. This led to the Anglo-Egyptian war in which Colonel Urabi was defeated 

by British troops. This event was a major change that marked a new period in the history of 

Egypt under the British (1882-1956). This phase of Egyptian history could be defined by three 

periods: the Veiled protectorate (1882-1913), Formal protectorate (1914-1922), and 

Continued occupation (1922-1956) (Al-Sayyid, 1999). 
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Two uprisings erupted in the second and third periods of British occupation of Egypt 

(1919-1952). The first took place in 1919 against the British, leading to the rise of the 

Kingdom of Egypt. It paved the way for another key revolution, which erupted in 1952, 

labelled by the losing pro-royalty camp as a military coup d’état. The military intervention 

ended the era of hereditary monarchy and announced the rise of the Republic of Egypt which 

was marked as a major shift in the geopolitical character of Egypt and marked the end of 

British rule in the country. King Farouq was exiled and replaced with General Naguib who 

was appointed as the first republican president (Poljarvic, 2009, p. 1076).  

            The military intervention against the Egyptian monarchy to oust King Farouq in 1952, 

which marked the advent of a new era, was not the only one. 30JR also led the Egyptian military 

to intervene to remove President Morsi from power. Both military interventions came after huge 

uprisings. They divided the Arab media and created another kind of conflict over the definition 

of the military procedures. In the pro-military media, the two military practices had been 

portrayed as part of ‘revolution’ against the corrupt, pro-British system in the mid-fifties 

(Botman, 1991) and against the extremist Islamists in the latter. In the inti-military camp, these 

interventions were labelled as ‘coup d’état’. 

The new republican system has been ruling Egypt since 1952. However, it experienced 

turbulent and challenging years in 2011 and 2013 when two further revolutions erupted 

nationwide bringing different visions and ideological perspectives. The latest revolutions were 

different in the sense that they seemed to be part of a wider deep-rooted ideological conflict 

among Egyptians over power, exacerbated by the rise of digital media4  

 

1.2.2. Recent Movements (2011-2013) 

Massive civil crowds marched against the Egyptian government on 25 January 2011. 

They flooded into the main squares and venues in several regions in Egypt calling for the then 

President, Hosni Mubarak, to be ousted as they chanted, ‘the people want to topple the regime’ 

(e.g., Spindel, 2011, p.01). Their demands also included the amendment of the constitution, 

the formation of a more representative national unity government, the removal of corrupt 

leaders, and the holding of free and fair parliamentary and presidential elections (Sharp, 2011, 

 
4 for more about the influence of digital media see section 4.3.1 in chapter four. 
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p.4). The amendment of the constitution, including the abolition of the emergency law, was 

one of the urgent demands of the protesters. (Sharp, 2011, p.22).  

Protesters representing various social groups and having different ideological 

backgrounds participated in a widespread revolt against Mubarak. Demonstrations, marches, 

and civil resistance continued for seventeen days from 25 January to 11 February 2011 in 

Tahrir square in Cairo as well as in other major cities and provinces in Egypt (Sharp, 2011). 

The wide-scale revolution granted a unique opportunity for some anti-government social 

groups and organisations to seize the moment and take the lead in the streets, particularly MB 

as a well-organised party with a religious orientation. The organisation’s leaders advocated 

strict adherence to Islamist rules as guidelines for Egyptian society and to “turn Egypt away 

from secularism and toward an Islamist government based on religious law and principles” 

(Sharp, 2011, p.20). Furthermore, there is a suspicion that the party has an expansionist 

ideology which showed strong signs of serving as a platform from which to create a sectarian, 

rather than a civilian, state which would be intolerant of people who belong to various religious 

and social backgrounds. 

According to Pasha (2011), MB and their supporters were dynamic and engaged in 

society, which was “the main reason behind its popular support” (p.241). Their popularity 

grew since then because of a solid organisational structure which enabled them to control and 

mobilise the masses in the 2011 revolution, which was another indication of how dominant it 

became. With wide support across the region, MB supporters flocked to Cairo and other Arab 

capitals protesting against their ruling governments. The party and its affiliates managed to 

guide and mobilise the anti-government crowds especially in Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya. In 

Egypt, where the first MB office had been founded in 1928 and most of the party’s members 

are positioned (Youssef, 2013), they used their extensive networks and connections to 

successfully negotiate the momentous socio-political event. Following the toppling of 

President Mubarak, they declared their intention to run in the presidential elections. On June 

2012, MB succeeded in coming to power with a narrow victory margin of 51.7% to 48.2% of 

the vote. It was announced as the first elected government in Egypt since the 2011 uprising. 

Mohammed Morsi, the party’s candidate, was elected as president.  

The MB’s candidate ruled Egypt from 30 June 2012 to 03 July 2013. This was a 

turbulent year politically through which he hurried to declare a new constitutional draft to be 
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put to a referendum nationwide in order for it to be the official constitution after the 2011 

revolution. The draft of the new constitution won a majority but was greatly controversial, 

giving rise to heated debates in Arab media (Reuters, 2013).  This led to political clashes and 

social division between Egyptians, which consequently led to nationwide demonstrations 

against Morsi’s government, with people accusing him of being autocratic by excluding 

others, polarising the state, and monopolising power for the ideological purposes of a minority.  

Morsi was perceived to “run the state along religious lines and to arbitrate on the 

correct interpretation of Islam” (Kingsley,2013). According to Zwitter (2014, p.51), there was 

heavy dispute about the constitutional drafting process. For example, the legitimacy of the 

Constituent Assembly was questioned because of the withdrawal of twelve liberals on 16 

November 2012 joining five Copts who had already left. These withdrawals were attributed 

to MB not allowing them to discuss some controversial articles of the updated constitution 

inside the assembly.  

Since MB came to power, they had been criticised in several Egyptian media agencies 

for being a backward and secretive movement whose members, including President Morsi, 

were completely loyal and obedient to the MB leadership (Youssef, 2013). Their government 

proved incapable of consolidating its rule in such a populous country with people of diverse 

backgrounds, and of calming people’s insecurities about their country’s future.  This led to 

another revolution against MB government on 30 June 2013. The economic downturn was a 

key reason for 30JR. During Morsi’s year in office, the IMF reported that the economic growth 

declined 3% to 4% lower than before lower than before and the foreign exchange reserve 

dropped by 9.4% (Fuchang Yang, 2013, pp.7,8). In addition, the poverty rate increased from 

25% to 50% in some Egyptian provinces and the unemployment rate also rose to 13%. The 

domestic debt also increased from 1.1. trillion EGP to 1.3 trillion (ibid, p. 9).  The second 

reason was the low quality of life and the financial difficulties Egyptians experienced. A third 

reason is related to the social division that developed and the “pharaonic” type of ruling that 

split Egyptians.  

Millions of Egyptians including those who supported Morsi in 2012 elections, flooded 

into main squares and streets in Cairo, Alexandria, and other provinces demanding him to 

leave office. According to Fuchang Yang (2013, p. 10): 

 



  
 

 
 
 

23 

“Morsi claimed to be the ‘President of all the Egyptians’ in his inauguration. 
A year later, not only did the former “comrades” became enemies, but the 
civil support rate also dropped significantly”. 

To put an end to the chaos on the streets and to meet the protestor’s demands, the military 

intervened and forced President Morsi to step down from office. On 03 July 2013, General 

Abdulfattah Al Sisi, in the presence of high-profile elites and representatives of the most 

important political parties, declared the removal of President Morsi and the suspension of the 

2013 Egyptian constitution in response to the people’s demands. The 2013 military 

intervention (03JMI henceforth), or the military toppling of President Morsi, was another 

major event that followed three days of huge uprisings against the MB government from 30 

June to 03 July 2013. This was a debated undertaking that split Egyptians into two camps: 

pro-military and anti-military intervention (Rezaei, 2015). That event came to symbolise a 

new wave of the Arab revolutions’ cycle as a new form of the struggle over power emerged, 

also with ideological roots.  

    SRW was also a major transition in the Middle East that seized the attention of several 

western governments. The west had been interested in the first and SRW because it erupted in 

several countries whose ruling regimes had been close allies with strategic cooperation for many 

western countries, especially the US. For instance, Mubarak, the ousted President of Egypt, had 

been one of those high-profile allies who had established long-term diplomatic ties with the US, 

and the UK, France, and several other western states (Guzman, 2015, p.87). The West had been 

concerned about the dramatic developments in the Arab region because instability there 

negatively influenced western interests in the region. There had previously been warm/mutual 

relations especially between the US and Egypt including political, economic, and military 

cooperation. Therefore, the western media covered the events and the Arab media counterparts 

targeted western audiences in their coverage of the regional events to challenge the Western 

perspectives on interpretations of these developments (e.g., Dimitrova & Connolly-Ahern, 

2007). 

          Since English is the lingua franca in the field of politics and diplomacy (Brimelow, 

2008), some elites who have power and access to media believed in the necessity of targeting 

English-speaking audiences especially during and after the Arab Spring (for more about 

audience see section 2.9). The target audience does not only include the average English-

speaking reader but also members of world organisations such as the United Nations, the 
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European Union, and human-rights bodies such as Human Rights Watch (HRW), which is 

concerned with human rights violations globally. HRW and similar human rights 

organisations issue regular reports regarding any authority’s violations in terms of human 

rights, which may deface the reputation of the ruling elites and can possibly affect the bilateral 

relations with western countries. For instance, the US halted the delivery of jet planes to Egypt 

after the tragic clashes that followed 03JMI (Reuters, 2013).  

 

1.3.Thesis Summary 
 

          Chapter two (part one of the literature review) will discuss discourse and ideology and 

what scholars and media-discourse analysts state about the relation between media discourse 

and ideology. It will also review various theories and approaches that have been widely 

employed to explore media discourse. It will involve a discussion of discourse, heteroglossia, 

and the influence of ideology on discourse (e.g., Bakhtin, 1981). Then, the framing theory and 

its various applications and significant influence on media discourse will be introduced and 

discussed. This will be followed by an introduction to the specific international audience the 

thesis targets as well as a review of the language metafunctions, language stratification, and 

SFL (e.g., Halliday, 2014).   

       Chapter three (part two of literature review) looks more closely into the conflict in 

Arab media and the recent works that were conducted to examine how different Arab media 

outlets construe the recent Egyptian revolutions in their English reporting. It also discusses 

how media analysts categorised Arab media and specifically Al-Jazeera and Al-Ahram 

networks. It also presents the research gap that sparked the researcher’s interest to generate 

specific questions. Finally, it generates the questions the research tries to address. 

            Chapter four presents the research design that was followed in this scientific work. It 

also explains how the researcher became motivated to choose this specific area of study and 

the research problem. The researcher also outlines the main objectives and the research activity 

undertaken to explain how the data were selected and sampled. The second section of the third 

chapter introduces the methods of analysis and explains and justifies the eclectic approach that 

was followed, and the process used to code the examined texts. 

          Chapters five and six consist of an analysis of the data. The researcher used a specific 

process to code the data and explain the frames. The selected texts in chapter three are 
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examined linguistically and meta-linguistically by using various media-discourse methods in 

three-stage analysis to describe, interpret, and explain the examined data. The researcher 

presents the findings combined with the data interpretations and data analyses. The findings 

in the comparative structural analysis for each pair cannot be separated from the data analysis, 

otherwise it becomes decontextualised. Chapter six presents the overall results. 

          Chapter eight discusses the findings and results and concludes the research. It starts by 

discussing the linguistic relations considering the findings. It also discusses other socio-

political issues related to the examined discourse, closely examines the significance of the 

results and relate it to the literature review. The conclusion section includes a synoptic review 

of the data that were obtained through the describing, interpreting, and explaining stages 

through the Research-Inquiry approach. It gives an overall conclusion of the research, the key 

outcomes, and the linguistic and media-discourse methods of analysis which were used to 

code the data and validate the findings. The researcher proposes an eclectic analytical model 

that is designed to examine media discourse and ideology for future implications. This chapter 

finally provides future research implications and limitations. 

      The researcher presents synoptic summaries that are provided in the chapters to assist the 

reader to follow the thread of the discourse, along with full transcripts of examined texts and 

data coding in the appendices.  
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CHAPTER TWO 
 
 

LITERATURE REVIEW (ONE) 
 
              This chapter will focus on media discourse and specifically Arab media discourse and 

the Arab media in English. There are relatively few studies that examine the second 

revolutionary wave or the Arab political discourse in their English reporting of that era of Arab 

Spring. According to the researcher’s best knowledge, no study has been conducted to 

compare the media discourse on the second wave by two regional media outlets in their 

English reporting. The first section of the literature review will discuss media discourse, 

ideology, and heteroglossia (e.g., Van Dijk, 1996; 1998; Weiss and Wodak, 2003; Thomas & 

Wareing, 2004; Fairclough, 1995a; 1992b; 2003). Media discourse and specifically framing 

will also be introduced and discussed (e.g., De Vreese, 2005; Entman, 1993; Tannen, 1993; 

and Pan & Kosicki, 1993).  

 

             There will also be a review of the studies that were conducted to examine the conflict 

in Arab media discourse and the different approaches of media discourse that have been 

followed for that purpose (e.g., Fornaciari, 2011; Yehia, 2011). It also reviews the theories 

and research on language stratification, metafunctions, and social context (e.g., Halliday, 

2012; Bowcher, 2018 etc.). Then the target audience was introduced. Framing, Critical 

Discourse Analysis (CDA), and Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) will be introduced as 

significant media discourse methods and their functions, applicability, and limitations will be 

discussed. The chapter will specifically review Transitivity analysis, Appraisal theory, 

Modality, and Thematic analysis.  

 

2.1. Discourse and Ideology 
 

           Titscher et al. (2000, p.42) define discourse as a general term with several definitions, 

which “integrates a whole palette of meanings”. For Fairclough (1989, p.24) the term means 

“the whole process of interaction of which a text is just a part”. Discourse is related to the use 

of words as a universal means to experience the world and be engaged with other players in 

it. Therefore, discourse represents a complete communicative event including the context and 

principles that could be employed to interpret that discourse.   
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        Van Dijk (2013) agrees with Titscher and others who perceive discourse as a protean 

concept. Discourse can be created in various and numerous contexts including social, cultural, 

political, medical, legal, etc. (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014, p.4). Van Dijk (1995) describes 

discourse is a social process which results from certain habits and values shared by members 

of a social group. According to Lemke (1995, p.5), discourse is “the social activity of making 

meanings” or “the social process of communication”. This process of creating meanings is 

associated with various symbolic systems including language in a particular situation or 

setting.  

             Discourse constitutes and is constitutive of social practices (e.g., Fairclough, 1995a). 

Fairclough (1995b) also suggests that discourse can be seen as a carrier of ideology. Weiss 

and Wodak (2003, p.14) state that discourses are discovered “by deciphering ideologies”, thus, 

discourse and ideology are linked. According to Fairclough and Wodak (1997, p.262), 

discourse analysis is related to “the ideological dimensions of language use, and to the 

materialisation in language of ideology”. Ideologies can be materialised in different concrete 

forms including “writing systems” to become an effective means to accumulate power (De 

Marrais et al., 1996, p.16). Language in press and other forms of media can be used as an 

effective means to materialise ideologies and exercise power. 

               Discourse can be used for different purposes such as constructing power, providing 

knowledge, and for socio-political resistance and critique; it can play a major role in the social 

construction of reality because “discourse does not merely describe things, it does things” 

(Hardy, et a., 2000, p.1231). The competing discourses for an ideological base in any society 

may not share equal status. Some discourses can have greater impact than others depending 

on their producers (Van Dijk, 1996). Therefore, the power of a given discourse is related to 

the power of the different social practices or social institutions that produce that discourse.  

That institution can be a government, a political party, a parliament, or a news agency 

operating as ‘incarnations of power’ (Harvey 1996, p.95).  These social institutions create their 

own discourse which functions as a carrier of ideology. One of the significant forms that can 

be utilised to make their discourse prevails is media as an influential form of power.  

              The MB’s rise to power created an opportunity for their ideology to materialise and 

“given concrete form”, in order to be an engaged part of [the Egyptian and Islamic] culture 
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(De Marrais et al., 1996, p.15). By doing so, it would transform “ideas, values, stories, myths, 

and the like, into a physical reality” (ibid, p.16), and therefore allows this type of thinking to 

grow and dominate in Egyptian society and beyond. In a socio-political context, when an 

ideology materialises, it can “control, manipulate, and extend” (ibid, p.15) and that includes 

controlling media being a significant means to power and influence. MB used the Qatar-based 

Al-Jazeera network, among several others, to spread their ambitious ideology not only to the 

Egyptian people but also to an international audience.  

 

2.2. Mental Models and Ideology 

          Discourse produces texts that could be similar in terms of their meanings, contents, 

values, and norms but are different in terms of how social activities are construed based on the 

speaker/writer’s intended meanings. Lemke (1995, p.1) suggests that “texts record the 

meanings we make”. Texts, as part of discourse and wider social relations, are created and 

understood in terms of what Van Dijk called “mental models”, which are concerned with “the 

subjective, personal nature of discourse and action” (Van Dijk, 2013, p.180). Mental models 

refer to “personal experiences in episodic memory influenced not only by general ideologies 

and attitudes but also by the earlier personal experiences of each group member” (Van Dijk, 

2013, p.179). Mental models can be determined through the depiction of socially shared 

beliefs of social groups such as knowledge and ideologies.  

                 Mental models control social practices such as the production as well as the 

comprehension of discourse. The social practices are related to mental models which “feature 

a subjective representation of events or actions observed or participated in” (Ibid). These 

models relate to social practices because they refer to “mental representations of events, 

actions, or situations people are engaged in, or which they read about” (Van Dijk, 1995, p.19). 

Therefore, mental models are important to consider because they also link ideologies to the 

social practices of certain group members. They deeply affect discourse which can be 

understood through the construal of these mental models. Van Dijk (2013, p.179) claims that 

“all ideological discourse” which is shared by members of social group, is the product of such 

mental models. Van Dijk (2013) argues that ideologically based mental models are not only 

related to the social practices of social groups nor with the systems of interpretation of social 
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events. They also account for the ways members of social groups may participate (e.g., acting, 

sensing, behaving…etc.) and reproduce ideologies in a specific social context.  

                   In political science, ideologies refer to the belief systems or social representation 

of social groups (Van Dijk, 1998).  Ideology is a form of socio-cognitive foundation which is 

shared by certain social groups (Van Dijk, 2013). It mostly emerges, is acquired, and is 

reproduced by discourse as forms of social practices through which they are expressed, used, 

and spread. Ideology is acquired through text as a form of communicative process. According 

to Van Dijk (2013, p.194), “ideological structures of discourse facilitate this formation of 

ideological models, attitudes, and ideologies”. Van Dijk (2013, p.178) suggests that ideologies 

are recognised by ideology schemas and the schema’s function is to organise the basic 

categories of social beliefs of an ideological group. Van Dijk (1995, p.248) suggests that 

ideological schema “represent the self-definition of a group”, and its interaction and 

competition with other groups. The ideological schema could be identified through the 

practices that social groups reproduce such as their identity, activities, norms, morals, 

resources…etc. (Van Dijk, 1995, p. 194).  

2.3. “Us” and ‘Them” Dichotomy  

             Van Dijk (1998, p.8) perceives ideology as “the basis of the social representations 

shared by members of a group”. The representation of social groups can be negative or positive 

(e.g., there are semitic as well as antisemitic ideologies or racist versus antiracist ideologies). 

Van Dijk (1998) suggests that ideologies usually exist in polarised beliefs, actions, attitudes, 

or opinions.  He proposes a strategy of polarisation which features positive description of the 

self (ingroup: Us), and negative properties of the other (outgroup: Them). Van Dijk (1998) 

refers to these ideological structures in discourse as “The Ideological Square” (illustrated in 

Table 2.1).  

             This polarised structure of underlying ideologies usually manifests in ideological 

discourse which is typically organised by such polarisation. The Us/Them representation may 

influence discourse at several levels including the selection of specific topics, coherence, 

lexical choices, syntactic structure (e.g., the use of active versus passive voice, 

nominalisation), and more deeply the underlying meanings at the semantic and pragmatic 
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levels (Van Dijk, 2003, p.180). The negative attributes of outgroups as well as the positive 

attributes of ingroups are heightened and more salient in text. The polarised structure is 

implied by Bakhtin (1986, p.89) who labels it as “‘our-own-ness’ and ‘other- ness’” of a text’s 

diversity of voices, which supports Van Dijk’s proposal of Us/Them representation.  

Table 2.1: The Ideological Square (Van Dijk, 1998) 

 Us Them 
Emphasise  good Dimension (actions, 

morals…etc.) 
bad Dimension (actions, 
morals…etc.) 

Mitigate  bad Dimension (actions, 
morals…etc.) 

good Dimension (actions, 
morals…etc.) 

 

                  The polarised features can be created in texts (e.g., news stories) and revealed 

through, for example, the syntactic and rhetorical structures. In terms of syntax, Van Dijk 

(2013, p.192) describes it as “the grammatical core of language and ideological language use”. 

Syntax is significant to consider as a carrier of ideology. There are a variety of syntactical 

formats that are used for different purposes such as mitigating or heightening specific 

underlying discourse meanings. This could be identified in, for instance, word order which 

plays a significant role in terms of which bits of information carry more meaning in sentences. 

Van Dijk (2013, p.193) argues that “the ideological function of order and salience would 

typically be the emphasis on Our good things and Their bad things”. Van Dijk (2013) also 

stressed the significance of lexicon as a functional tool that comes to express underlying 

discourse meanings. He argues that “lexical variation is a very obvious and explicit way of 

expressing ideologically based opinions, and hence group-based attitudes and ideologies” 

(ibid, p.189).   

               According to Van Dijk (1998), ingroups are usually represented by the pronouns 

‘we’ and ‘our’ while the outgroups are represented by the pronouns ‘they’ and ‘their’ 

respectively. The strategy suggests that ‘our’ could refer to the ingroup or their associates, 

supporters, and allies, and ‘their’ is related to the outgroup or their associates, followers, and 

friends. SFL and specifically appraisal theory could be useful tools in unpacking such 

meanings (e.g., Heteroglossia in Engagement and specifically Dialogic Expansion; Distancing 

or Acknowledging). Engagement and other subsystems of Appraisal are introduced and 

discussed under the section: 2.11.2. 
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2.4. Language, Heteroglossia, and Context 

              Bakhtin (1981, p.271) suggests that language cannot be only conceived as “a system 

of abstract grammatical categories,” but as a part of discourse that is saturated with ideologies. 

He discusses heteroglossia and intertextuality assuming that all texts are intertextual in nature. 

He asserts that texts are also heteroglossic. According to Bakhtin, the concept of heteroglossia 

refers to the diversity of social languages or the ‘extralinguistic’ aspects that affect language 

such as evaluation and ideology.  

                  Bakhtin (1981) argues that language cannot be entirely neutral because it cannot 

be separated from context. In other words, language is not simply a set of abstract linguistic 

forms; rather, the process of making meanings is also influenced by other non-linguistic 

relations (Lemke, 1995, p.06). The meanings we create cannot be divorced from contexts 

“where social expectations and non-linguistic symbols play a role” (ibid, p.07). Therefore, 

context is a dimension which relies on a complete “social system of utterances” that are created 

in different times and places. This system of texts encompasses various opinions and beliefs 

(ibid). 

                  Heteroglossia is a key perspective from which to understand the role of language 

in aligning writers and their texts in a range of the heterogeneity of multiple social and political 

positions. Texts are used to construct a certain social reality or reproduce a particular 

ideological position. However, Texts are influenced by a wide set of divergent/convergent 

social voices and positions that take place in a specific social context. Every meaning in a text 

emerges within an array of alternative meanings in a particular context. The multiple voices 

are systematically related to each other, and these voices rely on broader social relations that 

social groups use (Bakhtin, 1981).  

                     Lemke (1995, p.22) suggests that “heteroglossic relations are also social and 

political relations”. Heteroglossia is highly significant to the understanding of how other social 

factors affect language such as power dynamics and social identity. Bakhtin’s approach 

suggests that language and meanings have their basis in dialogue with ongoing interplay 

between various voices and social groups involved. One of the key types of heteroglossia is 

Chronotope which offers a tool to examine the cultural and historical contexts through 

presenting the various social voices which exist in the text. Another type is the coexistence of 

several voices or Dialogic heteroglossia which indicates the presence of diverse voices. This 
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could be in the form of different characters, social settings, or ideologies embedded in a text 

(Bakhtin, 1981).  

            Bakhtin’s heteroglossia is an influential concept in appraisal theory which could be 

effectively deployed to explore evaluation and interpersonal meanings of source texts. Martin 

and White (2005) propose a taxonomy or system which could be employed as a method to 

investigate the writers’ evaluation of situations and people…etc5. It examines how writers 

evaluate/ construe certain social actors or events and how they position themselves among a 

set of different texts and their target audience. According to Martin and White (2005, p.93), 

language is perceived as a social event of verbal interaction that involves a diversity of 

overlapping voices. In this sphere of social discourse, some voices or utterances are produced 

to respond or react to other voices about the same theme, which is “pregnant with responses 

and objections”.  

                   Bakhtin (1981, p.281) explains that texts are created to acknowledge, refute, 

confirm, condemn, challenge, or react with a “backdrop of other texts”. This clash of multiple 

voices and interplay with other texts is dealt with by Martin and White (2005) in 

“Engagement” which examines heteroglossic diversity. For example, attribution and 

probability are two heteroglossic subsystems that diversify and multiply the voicing of the text 

in which the former presents an external voice while the latter is internal.  

             The above heightens the effective role of language, which can be clearly explored 

through media.  The ruling groups in a society usually have the power to control media and 

through media, their ideologies are reproduced. Social groups who have less power such as 

some minorities and opposition parties can also have access to media. While elites may 

employ ideologies to materialise, normalise, or legitimiate their dominance so they 

manufacture social acceptance, minorities can use ideologies to legitimate, for instance, their 

opposition or resistance. This is clearly found in Egypt and the ongoing struggle between the 

military institution and some Islamic groups and particularly MB. Each social group had been 

in a race to control media discourse for sociopolitical gains.   

 
5 See section 2.12.2: Appraisal: The Stylistic Choices 
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                  In the above, the research discussed the definition of discourse and its influential 

role as a carrier of ideology. It reviewed Van Dijk’s concept of mental models and the 

polarised representation of social groups. It also discussed the influence of heteroglossia in 

media discourse. The discussion of discourse and its role to create ideology and construct 

social power takes us to discuss the ideological struggle for domination. The following also 

reviews the different forms of control which social groups employ in media. 

2.5. Media Control  

         The effect of discourse and its role in the creation and development of ideologies cannot 

be downplayed. Ideologies have undeniable impact on the content of discourse. They are 

developed and transformed through discourse (Van Dijk, 1996). Fairclough (1995b, p.14) 

confirms that ideology is “meaning in the service of power” and in that sense discourse is 

ideological as it functions by “sustaining or undermining power relations” (ibid, p.82).  As 

Fairclough (1992b, p.87) explains, ideologies are “constructions of meaning which generate 

production, reproduction and transformation of relation dominance”. Lemke (1995, p.1) 

confirms that “ideology does not just concern false consciousness, but rather is tied directly to 

power”. Therefore, ideologies exist in a society that is characterised by conflicts and unrest in 

social constructions such as minority struggle, inequality, social class, gender, etc.  

            In such a society, every discourse tries to establish its own ideology to fulfil its 

aspiration for domination when competing with other existing discourses prevailing in that 

society (Fairclough, 1992b, p.88). The battle for domination between these discourses in a 

society aims to influence how people think about a specific event or group. It comes from their 

belief in the powerful impact of language on people and the role it plays in influencing how 

people perceive themselves and the others. One purpose of media discourse domination can 

be to guide people’s beliefs and principles, and to control their beliefs and opinions (Wareing, 

2004) and usually the competition to dominate media discourse is related to their aspiration to 

achieve personal political interests. 

             Competing groups use media discourse as a means to present reality in a particular 

way in order to marginalise their opponents and by doing so, they serve their own ideologies. 

Richardson (2007) suggests that media discourse is the area in which reality is constructed and 
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commonsensical ideologies are normalised. In other words, ideologies are conveyed with 

acceptable/ normal ways in society. This normalisation is achieved through the reproduction 

of ideologies and the representation of certain social groups or events, which in time turn into 

cognitive concepts for the audience. In other words, media is an important means which could 

be utilised to produce and reproduce one’s designations of events and with the frequent use of 

these designations they become neutralised and transformed into the cognitive concepts of that 

event or that social group.  

         In each society, people with power utilise this to produce, sustain, authorise, 

institutionalise, and legitimise their discourse. For instance, group A with a given ideology 

attempts to establish its designation of a certain group or event as commonsense knowledge. 

Normalisation, according to Fairclough (2003), refers to the process of employing discourse 

to legitimise norms, institutionalise ideology, and impose hegemony. It may ‘bring about 

social change in our knowledge, attitudes, values, and so forth’’ (Fairclough, 2003, p.8). How 

conflicting media normalised their ideologies to legitimise their own discourse will be 

investigated through specific media-discourse methods to uncover these rhetorical meanings 

(e.g., Van Leeuwen, 2008, and Martin & White, 2005) which can be implicit in the text. 

According to Van Dijk (1998c, p.30), “ideological opinions are not always expressed in a very 

explicit way. That is, very often they are implied, presupposed, hidden, denied, or taken for 

granted”. Therefore, the researcher will also investigate the semantics of the examined texts 

to identify the evoked meanings.  

               The dominating people in any group have the power to legitimise specific groups or 

practices. Hall (1982, p.26) explains the process as being related to “the concepts and the 

languages of practical thought which stabilise particular forms of power and domination” for 

the purpose of “reconciling and accommodating the masses of the people to their subordinate 

place in the social formation”. The social practices during the Second Revolutionary Wave 

(SRW), which is mediated by media coverage of the different conflicting groups and 

minorities such as Muslim Brotherhood (MB), the military, secular versus conservative parties 

and the battle for power and to control the masses is worth exploring. That struggle was 

specifically reflected in Arab media and from there it is important to be aware of its effect, 

especially in its English versions. 
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                Wolfsfeld (1997, p.54) states that "the media serve as public interpreters of events 

and as symbolic arenas for ideological struggle between antagonists,". Media uses certain 

routine frames to cover political conflicts, based on their definition of what makes a good 

story. However, media can sometimes be restricted and subject to the policy of the media 

institution, which makes their reporting subjective. That is one of the reasons why news stories 

in different news agencies may report events differently. It could be attributed to the influence 

by dominant groups who enjoy power and control over media. Therefore, media is one of the 

main social institutions in which ideologies are articulated through the dominant groups who 

have the power to control the media. Van Dijk (1998, p.162) suggests that the group who 

exercise more power can affect the actions of other groups who “may be brought to act in 

accordance with the wishes or the interests of the more powerful group, and against their own 

best interests (and usually also against their will)”. This explains the relationship between 

media institutions and groups who have power and through their power they can control what 

is reported. This power becomes an influential factor that may restrict the freedom of the 

editorial policies which appears especially in times of huge conflicts such as those in the Arab 

Spring.  

The control over other competing discourses could also be increased through their 

English reporting because of the wider influence achieved when they target overseas 

audiences. Therefore, it could be an indirect way to control the masses. Van Dijk (1998) 

suggests three different forms of control. The first is by possessing the media institution and 

that can be found more in the state-run or government-owned media, which provides the 

dominant groups with the power to intervene in the editorial process and decide what editors 

can or cannot publish or write about. Even if the editors deny being censored or controlled in 

their editorial process, research reveals the opposite (Curran, 2002). The second way of control 

is when the elite group employs journalists who share the same ideology so the need to control 

them is not an issue. The last method of mind control is when the dominant group chooses a 

discourse for journalists to write about (Van Dijk, 1998, p.20). Topics that could destroy the 

reputation of the elite groups are not permitted to be published or talked about. Journalists 

come to believe they are free to write about any topic or issue but are restricted and not allowed 

to criticise the elite or its interests.  
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       This influence opens the door for media manipulation to develop different journalistic 

practices in media discourse and project certain aspects of reality in a heightened manner. 

Nelson et. al. (1997, p.569) explains that: 

Media frames influence opinions by stressing specific values, facts, or other 
considerations, endowing them with greater apparent relevance to the issue 
than they might appear to have under an alternative frame…The battle for 
public opinion is affected by the way the debate is defined and the media’s 
use of traditional elite-sponsored frames or new frames when needed. 

 
This suggests that there is another ideological war in reporting what happens, how, and why 

it happens and who is held responsible for what happens. Media is used as an effective form 

to frame news in a particular way and represent social groups and actions. From here, it is 

important to explore framing and how scholars define it. 

 
2.6. Framing in Media Discourse 

 

          Framing is a significant tool employed in media discourse to reproduce ideologies. 

Several media discourse analysts such as Goffman, Entman, Citlin, and others define framing. 

According to Goffman (1974), “frame Analysis is concerned with our classification and 

interpretations of previous life experiences to make sense of them”. Citlin (1980, p.07) 

describes the framing approach as, “persistent selection, emphasis, and exclusion” in a news 

discourse.  Therefore, to frame is to select certain aspects of reality and to stress specific 

elements to make them more salient than other aspects which are excluded for socio-political 

ideologies.  

De Vreese (2005) confirms the meaning and function of framing. He suggests that “a 

frame is an emphasis in salience of different aspects of a topic” (ibid, p.53). The role of media 

goes beyond simply providing the public with information about a specific event to also 

providing its own interpretation of the event. Thus, framing is a form of meta-communication 

in that it gives readers cues about how to read the information within the frames. The frame 

tells the relationship between specific related elements in media content in terms of which an 

issue may be introduced and comprehended. Therefore, there is a clear message with a certain 

text, and there is also the frame that reshapes that message (cf., Watzlawick, Beavin, & 

Jackson, 1967 cited in Gorp, 2007) and there is a targeted audience that interprets within 

constraints of the frame. That may affect the way the receiver defines and constructs reality.  
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            Dominant frames enjoy more salience in which there is only a certain number of frames 

emphasised with supportive linguistic cues, which focus on a primary theme. The way events 

and issues in a news story are framed by their sources of information influences how readers 

understand and assess these events and issues (Pan & Kosicki, 1993; Gitlin, 1980). In 

journalism and production of media discourse, Gitlin (1980, p.07) suggests that frames "enable 

journalists to process large amounts of information quickly and routinely [and to] package the 

information for efficient relay to their audiences". Journalists highlight aspects of reality they 

want the reader to pay attention to and marginalise or maybe omit elements that they do not 

want the reader to see. News producers act as the main sources of information since their 

framing of events in a news story affects how readers perceive these events. Goffman (1974, 

p.64) suggests that media producers select certain elements of an event and make them salient 

so that “the message is refined in a way to ensure audiences will subscribe to a set of generated 

frames”.  

Entman (1993, p.51) suggests that framing is “a process that develops frames in a story 

to communicate a narrative and drive meaning”. This process can help the reader to understand 

cues, identify problems, provide solutions, and produce meaning. He confirms the link 

between frames and the production of media news. The theory of framing is “a way to describe 

the power of a communicating text” (ibid). When a journalist frames an event, he/she selects 

and emphasises particular aspects of reality and makes them more salient for the news media 

agenda. They filter the news story by trimming and cutting it and presenting it to the reader in 

the way they wish. Entman (1993, p.56) suggests that the choice of the media manipulators is 

part of the framing. He argues journalists frequently “allow the most skilful media 

manipulators to impose their dominant frames on the news”. It is a way to present their own 

opinions by usually highlighting the attributes of individuals, public issues, or other objects 

and make them salient for the reader in a news story.  

News frames are important in political discourse for the construction of reality and 

manipulation of events. Entman (1993, p.55) argued that compelled politicians seeking 

support to compete with others and with journalists over new frames. In a news text, the frame 

can be a sign of power since “it registers the identity of actors or interests that compete to 

dominate the text” (ibid). In the context of framing conflict, media producers highlight some 

aspects of an event and manipulate or put a certain ‘spin’ on the actual report to lead the 
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audience to visualise the problem in a certain way. For instance, a website columnist may 

focus only on negative attitudes of a ruling group such as being brutal or self-centred but 

ignore or overlook positive attitudes such as supporting minorities or terminating terrorists. 

They frame their stories in a particular way to distract the reader from other representations of 

reality and this will be particularly examined in this research. This can be one way to influence 

public opinion through framing issues for group interests.  

Van Gorp (2005, p.43) describes this process as: “the linkage between, on the one 

hand, the journalistic approach of shaping the news within a frame of reference and according 

to a latent structure of meaning and, on the other hand, the stimulation of the public to adopt 

these frames and to view reality from the same perspective as the journalists do”. When the 

frames presented by the media become acceptable and turn into common perceptions, this 

means that media manages to exercise influence on public opinion and hence serve a latent 

ideological purpose.  Having described the concept of framing in general, in the following 

sections I will focus on the specific common approaches of the field, particularly Pan and 

Kosicki (1993), Entman (1993), as well as Velkenburg and Semetko (2000), that are useful to 

examine media discourse. 

 
2.6.1.  Approaches In Framing 

 
          Pan and Kosicki (1993, p.4) stress the importance of framing analysis by emphasising 

that it recognises texts as containing “organised symbolic devices that interact with the 

individual’s memory for meaning construction”. They perceive framing as “a strategy of 

constructing and processing news discourse” (ibid), and their framework was developed 

specifically for media discourse analysis.  In linguistic terms it is how the frame manifests 

itself in a news text in the form of several framing devices (i.e., features that give salience to 

specific aspect of reality [exploring the means of the salience) such as lexical choice, 

exemplars, arguments, or metaphors.  

The authors suggest that the approach mainly focuses on the construction of public 

discourse and public policy issues in the news media. According to the authors, news discourse 

is a process in which three main actors are involved: sources, journalists, and audience 

members. These three actors operate “in the universe of shared culture and on the basis of 

socially defined roles” (Pan & Kosicki, 1993, p.55). According to them, “every news story 
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has a theme that functions as the central organising idea” that “connects different semantic 

elements of a story (e.g., descriptions of an action or an actor, quotes of sources, and 

background information) into a coherent whole”. (ibid, pp.58-59). 

  They argue that frames can be found through certain symbolic devices or signifying 

elements scattered in the text that, woven together, to produce the themes that can relate to the 

writer’s attitude towards a specific group of people or event. They suggest these “devices are 

embedded in political discourse” (Kinder & Sanders, 1990, p.74). They suggest four structural 

dimensions of framing, which refer to different patterns in news discourse as follows: 

1. Syntactical Structure refers to the patterns of words and phrases into sentences or what 

Van Dijk (1988, p.26) described as ‘macrosyntax’. He introduced the notion of an 

‘Inverted Pyramid’ that relates to ‘a sequential organisation of structural elements’, 

which are the headline, lead, episode, background that usually form the supporting 

paragraphs, and the closure. They suggest that headlines and leads are the two most 

salient cues within the syntactic structure of a given story since these syntactic 

positions encapsulate the news stories, foreground what is important for the reader, 

and reduce the background content. Therefore, headlines and leads will be examined 

in this scientific work to understand how certain events are framed. White and 

Thomson (2008) also foreground the significance of headlines and leads. According 

to them, a news report begins with what is the most important and then proceeds down 

to what is the least important. 

2. Script Structure refers to the activities and elements of an event, so it deals with who, 

when, where, what, why, and how the events happened in news discourse. 

3. Rhetorical Structure: refers to the evaluative language chosen by the writer to portray 

a specific group or an event in a news story. Pan and Kosicki (1993, p.61) define it as 

“the stylistic choices made by journalists in relation to their intended effects”. Nelson 

et al. (1997, p.576) describe that these choices are made by journalists who use certain 

words and phrases to cover a story and their portrayals of the very same event can be 

different. 

4. Thematical Structure refers to the embedded messages that can be inferred by readers 

from the signifying elements in a news story. Pan and Kosicki (1993, p.61) describe it 

as “the tendency of journalists to impose a causal theme in their news stories, either in 



  
 

 
 
 

40 

the form of explicit causal statements or by linking observations to the direct quote of 

a source”.  In their view the theme in a news story is the central core that may include 

subthemes or events cited and sources quoted, which are connected to support the main 

theme. To understand a frame, the thematic structure is important to explore. The 

thematic coherence plays a significant role in terms of what is salient in a text. Van 

Dijk (1998c, p.30) suggests that the “coherence of the discourse in terms of topics or 

themes indicates what information (and what ideological opinions) are deemed more 

or less important”. 

  Like Pan and Kosicki, Entman (1993) suggests how media provides an audience with 

frames “often called schemata’’ (p.52) for interpreting events. To frame is to select some 

aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a communicating text, in such a 

way as to promote a particular problem, interpret who is responsible for it, and how each of 

the conflicting groups are morally evaluated, and/or solution is suggested. Entman (1993, 

p.53) explains, to make part of a news report salient is to make it “more noticeable, 

meaningful, and memorable to audiences”. According to Entman, “frames are defined by what 

they omit as well as include and the omission of potential problem definitions, explanations, 

evaluations, and recommendations may be as critical as inclusions in guiding the audience” 

(ibid, p. 54). They make these statements more salient through such devices as repeating them 

or relating them to culturally familiar codes/symbols. By so doing, frames purposefully 

distract the recipient’s attention from other representations in the communicating text. The 

main functions of framing are to diagnose, evaluate, and prescribe remedies for a specific 

issue/event. It stresses specific events/issues, identifies their sources, makes moral judgments, 

and suggests remedies.  

Framing plays a key role in media discourse as it defines other people’s reality by 

favouring one interpretation over another. A frame encompasses attributes of individual events 

and packages them in relation to prior knowledge. The manifest messages in a text are 

associated with the frames selected to define them. Therefore, frames construct a conceptual 

context, which persuades the receiver to comprehend, evaluate, and understand the messages 

in terms of the individual’s prior knowledge and ideas (Entman, 1993, p.48). “Journalists may 

convey dominant framing of the news text that prevents most audience members from making 

a balanced assessment of a situation” (ibid, p.56).  
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In media groups, there are four functions of framing which help news media writers 

present, describe, and stress particular issues or neglect them. Entman (1993, p.52) suggests 

that media “diagnose, evaluate, and prescribe”. Entman (1993) looks at the functions of the 

salience rather than the means of the salience by interpreting what is prominent in script and 

rhetoric. To achieve this, he introduced four main functions of framing as follows: 

1. Identifying problems: defining the function of the causal agent, and that is measured 

by the common cultural morals. 

2. Diagnosing causes: determining the forces that created the problem. 

3. Making moral judgments: evaluating causal agents and their roles. 

4. Suggesting remedies: prescribing treatments for the problem and expected possible 

effects (Entman, 1993, p.52).  

These four categories can be interpretive. It goes beyond the linguistic description to reveal 

the hidden meanings a news story.  

          Velkenburg and Semetko’s work (2000) is another approach that also heightens how a 

writer frames a story in terms of responsibility and morality frames. These researchers 

conducted a content analysis on a large sample of articles to examine how the Amsterdam 

meeting of European heads of states, which took place in 1997, was construed in the 

newspapers. They identified five types of news frames in media discourse analysis. These 

frames can be grouped under the headings of Conflict, Human Interest, Responsibility, 

Economic Consequences, and Morality.  

      The ‘Conflict’ frames heighten the conflict and competition, whether between specific 

individuals or between groups such as political parties or state institutions. The Human-

Interest frames perceive an event through an individual story or an emotional perspective to 

the presentation of an event. The Responsibility frames construe an event by attributing 

responsibility to specific individuals, groups, or governmental or military institutions either 

for causing or solving an issue. Economic Consequences frames present an event in terms of 

the economic consequences it may have and its influence on specific individuals, groups, 

states, or a broader region. Finally, the Morality frames interpret an event in terms of cultural, 

religious, or moral perceptions (Valkenberg & Semetko, 2000 in Vreese, 2005, p.56). Close 

examination of the Morality frames will be significant, especially if one of the fighting social 
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groups is founded on religious bases, such as MB, in seeing how ideology plays a role in the 

conflict. 

        To investigate how journalists represent an event, framing - and specifically these three 

approaches in framing - can be significant to consider in media discourse. Framing suggests 

that an issue or event can be viewed from different perspectives (See section 2.9. for more 

information about audience). It does so by relating to the process through which audiences 

develop a particular conceptualisation of an issue. A frame provides “meaning to an unfolding 

strip of events” (Gamson & Modigliani, 1987, p.143) and promotes “particular definitions and 

interpretations of political issues” (Shah et al., 2002, p.343). It “reflects the richness of media 

discourse and the subtle differences that are possible when a specific topic is presented in 

different ways” (Tankard, 2001, p.97). It further stresses the role which media plays in 

defining other people’s reality by favouring one interpretation over another (Entman, 1993, 

p.52) so “for every frame, there is also its opposite” (Gamson, 1983, p.12). Social groups use 

media for their interests, and this can be found when exploring two media outlets, which fall 

at two extreme ends of the ideological spectrum. Within this ideological struggle, competing 

framings can be generated. Frames offer an essential aspect of news storytelling and that can 

be more recognisable at times of conflicts and socio-political turmoil. Frames exist when 

conflicts do.  

2.6.2. Footing, Schemas, and Linguistics in Framing 

          Framing scholars have introduced different concepts in framing. Goffman (1974, 1981) 

proposes the notion of ‘footing ‘in social interaction which refers to the shifts or “alignment 

we take up to ourselves and the others present as expressed in the way we manage the 

production or reception of an utterance” (Goffman, 1981, p. 128). In other words, the language 

(e.g., lexical choice) which a speaker/writer tends to use depends on their relationship with the 

person from whom they receive their input. Thus, footing is the projection of a speaker/writer’s 

position towards an utterance and other parties and events involved (Levinson, 1988). Metzger 

(1999) examines footing in a medical encounter with a special focus on interpreter-generated 

utterances (non-renditions). She concludes that footing can be divided into two categories of 

utterances: Relayings and Interaction Management. In her analysis, she investigated four 

subcategories of Relayings: specifically, source attribution, explanation, repetitions, and 
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requests for clarification. She also examined four subtypes of Interaction Management: 

introductions, responses to queries, interference, and summonses. The setting of her work was 

face- to- face interaction, and therefore, it does not apply to mass media which will be the 

examined data in the current research.  

            Tannen (1993) goes beyond footing. She discusses how terms such as “frame,” 

“script,” and “schema” originated, developed, and are employed in several disciplines and 

specifically in linguistics. She argues that the concepts of script, frame, and schema refer to 

structures of expectation which are related to structures of previous knowledge. In other 

words, she perceives frame analysis as socially and culturally-embedded schema or ‘structures 

of expectation’ in a talk or text. (ibid, p.5). These structures can be understood in terms of the 

basic linguistic form of a story and they also “help us process and comprehend stories serve 

to filter and shape perception” (Tannen, 1979, p.179). Hence, these expectations affect 

language production (ibid, p.144).  

              The difference between schemas and frames can be elucidated by perceiving schemas 

as “participants’ expectations related to people, objects, events, and settings in the world, as 

distinguished from alignments being negotiated in particular interaction,” which is the 

function of frames (Tannen & Wallat, 1993, p. 60). Schemas and frames interact and engage 

together in any social interaction between two or more participants. In this process, frames 

provide “an interpretive footing” that aligns schemas which participants bring with them. 

Therefore, schemes and frames are not divergent notions for convergent phenomena. Rather, 

they are significantly interactive “with frames constituting a broader, interpretive answer or 

definition to “what is going on” or “should be going on” (Benford & Snow, 2000, p.614) in 

every communicative process and knowledge schema.        

                 Tannen (1993) refers to different types of framing proposed by other researchers 

such as Watanabe (1993) who identifies two types of frames: bracketing “delineating the event 

at its beginning and end,” as well as conversational moves which refer to the utterance- 

strategies speakers use to open and end discussions, to provide reasons, or start argument 

(Watanabe, 1993, cited in Tannen, 1993, p.9). Tannen (1979) also explores how frames 

function in multiple layers and includes sixteen types of linguistic element following her 
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examination of a short film. Her research reveals how the structures of expectation affect 

verbalization in an oral narrative, which indicate the existence of cognitive frames. The list of 

items of linguistic evidence outlined in the film includes omissions, repetitions, backtracking, 

hedges, negatives, contrastive connectives, modals, inexact statements, generalisation, 

inference, evaluative language, interpretation, moral judgment, incorrect statements, and 

additions. (ibid, p.166). These types of evidence can be found in different linguistic forms 

including conjunctions, adjuncts, intensifiers, modal verbs, or adverbials such as but, just, 

anyway, really… etc.   

Tannen did not explicate how to measure the rhetorical elements which she proposed 

such as contrastive connectives, modals, or negatives. There should be an appropriate means 

to examine the function of these linguistic features. The lexical choices were introduced as a 

significant linguistic cue by Tannen and other framing analysts, but lexical choices cannot be 

analysed in isolation with other syntactic and thematic elements. The context was also another 

effective dimension in which an utterance was produced6. Therefore, these linguistic structures 

should be examined in an integrative way.  

            Tannen (1993) conducted another study to examine the linguistic cues of a 

conversation between a mother and a child with their pediatrician. She discussed the 

interaction between knowledge schema and interactive frames. Tannen argues that knowledge 

schema is used to predict interpretations of the examined frames. She examined the shifting 

register of the pediatrician including linguistic register, lexical, and syntactic choices which 

differ depending on the setting and the target audience which the pediatrician aligns to.  The 

results suggest that knowledge schema can cause switches in interactive frame. The study 

reveals that linguistic cues including register shifting and footing indicate shifts in frames and 

schemas. It demonstrates how shifting frames during a conversation creates a cognitive 

misconception on the pediatrician.  

           Tannen confirms what other framing analysts have proposed. She agrees with Entman 

(1993) and others about the importance of several linguistic elements such as omission, 

additions, repetition, moral judgement...etc. She also goes on the same line with Pan and 

 
6 for more about context see section 2.10 
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Kosicki (1993), and others who outlined several rhetorical elements that are employed as 

framing devices such as lexical choices. Tannen demonstrated the key role which linguistics 

play in the creation of frames. She outlined a set of significant syntactic, rhetorical, lexical, 

and thematic elements to analyse interactive frames. She explained how structures of 

expectation affect verbal interaction and oral narratives. However, she did not elucidate how 

to code the data linguistically.  

             The setting which was examined by Tannen (whether the conversation with the 

paediatrician or the short film) is different from the case study in this dissertation which aims 

to analyse a frame of written news text. For example, the syntactic order in a written narrative 

can be different than that of an oral one because in the latter there are no headlines, leads…etc., 

which work as signifying framing devices. Tannen examined verbal conversations and a film 

dialogue which is a different genre. Therefore, she examined linguistic elements that were 

relevant to this type of data such as ‘hedges’ and ‘hedge-like’ words. Hedging is an oral-based 

cue which “measure(s) the word or idea against what is expected” such as “it seems you have 

no idea what it looks like” (ibid, p.169). False start is another cue which describes a “frequent 

occurrence of oral narratives” such as “that is… I don’t know what that is about” (Tannen, 

1979, p.148). These expectations were irrelevant to the type of target audience by the thesis 

and the genre of examined data. 

Another aspect which made Tannen’s works different from the aim of the present study 

was the huge matter of immediate context and physical co-presence. The audience were 

engaging participants in both settings. They played an interactive role of both social 

encounters. Tannen (1979, p.73) explains, “frames and schemas operate in similar ways in all 

face-to-face interaction, although the particular frames and schemas will necessarily differ in 

different settings". The role of audience in these settings is different than the one in written 

media which will be discussed in the following section. 
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2.6.3. Target Audience (Goffman’s Participation Framework) 
 
 
            Goffman (1981) introduced the concept of ‘participation framework’ which is used to 

analyse the different roles people play when they interact in groups within a particular setting. 

He categorised participants in terms of ratification which structures participation. It specifies 

the position of the speaker/hearer or writer/reader. A ratified participant has access to the 

encounter and official position while unratified participants may have access but do not have 

an official position in the encounter. Unratified participants can be bystanders or observers, 

but they do not have the means to be engaged in the encounter or formally participate in it. 

Even if they do, their participation is not ratified. Therefore, it can be said that ratified 

participation is valid while unratified is not in the interaction (Goffman, 1981).  

          According to Goffman (1981), when a ratified participant communicates with an 

unratified one (e.g., courtroom or conference panel), they become involved in what is termed 

as ‘Crossplay’. For example, judges, lawyers, and witnesses are ratified participants in a 

courtroom, but the court audience are unratified because they are not allowed to participate. 

In a sense, the media networks have access to the encounter, therefore they are ratified. They 

publish the news products to the public and because these products are in English, the target 

audience is English-speaking readers who are outside the interaction because they do not have 

an official role in the encounter. The online news outlets are not interactive or engageable like 

social media platforms and the readers’ role is passive (for more see section: 3.2.4).	

 
            Goffman also introduced different types of reception roles of participants. He 

classified their roles into two: the ‘Unaddressed’ and the ‘Addressees’. The addressees refer 

to the participants who the speaker is officially addressing in the interaction while the 

unaddressed refers to the participants who are not officially addressed but they can hear what 

you say. The unaddressed encompasses other categories of reception roles including 

‘Overhearers’ who unintentionally hear the speaker (e.g., passengers setting next to you on a 

train) and ‘Eavesdroppers’ who are intentionally trying to overhear the speaker. In this 

research, the English-speaking audience is the Addressed. High-profile western officials or 

international organisations such as Human Rights Watch (HRW) can also be among the target 

audience here. Although they are not officially addressed, they can share the qualities of both 

reception roles:  Eavesdroppers and Overhearers. The framework is useful to understand the 
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role of participants in social encounters. It explains how social interaction/communication 

works and enriches our knowledge about the complicated production and reception roles. In 

the examined situation in this thesis, the target audience is an international one, and they play 

different reception roles in the communication whether as average readers, politicians, or 

members of international organisations. 

The above provides some insights into the definition of framing, its applications, 

purposes, the linguistics in framing, and target audience. The following sections review 

language as part of discourse and specifically, the language stratification, metafunctions, the 

lines of meanings and SFL. Social context, which is an influential element in the system in 

which language operates, is also discussed. 

 
 

2.7. Language Stratification and Social Context 
 

                SFL is a social semiotic theory which views language as a system of signs that 

function as a tool for communication.  It describes language as a stratified semiotic system or 

a “complex semiotic system” (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014, p. 24), which has been widely 

used in many fields including media discourse (Iedema, 2003), and CDA (Bloor & Bloor, 

2007). The semiotic system of language is a stratified system which encompasses several strata 

which are related to each other through realisation. “The relationship among the strata – the 

process of linking one level of organisation with another – is called realisation” (ibid, p.25).  

            Language can be recognised in terms of four hierarchically ordered strata. i.e., context, 

semantics, lexicogrammar, and graphology. Graphology is the lowest stratum within language 

which refers to the graphic aspects of language. The following interrelated circle is the 

lexicogrammar which is the stratum of wording. It refers to "the central processing unit of 

language, the powerhouse where meanings are created" (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014, p. 10). 

It is the bridge between the semantic and graphology/phonology strata. The semantic stratum 

is the highest in terms of language and the element which “serves as an ‘interface’ between 

language and the environment outside language” (ibid, p.42). It “transforms experience and 

interpersonal relationships into linguistic meaning, and lexicogrammar transforms this 

meaning into words" (ibid, p.43). Context can be understood through the semiotic relationship 
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of realisation among the semantic, lexicogrammar strata…etc. The stratified framework is 

usually presented in four interrelated circles (see Figure 2.1).   

 

Figure 2.1: Stratification (e.g., Martin & Matthiessen, 1991). 

 

           The Hallidayan school follows a strong, well-defined analysis of grammar semantics. 

Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) suggests that the language of different written genres, for 

instance a sports report, a sales transaction, and a newspaper journal are different not only in 

terms of word use, or jargon based on their social activities, but also in terms of the frequent 

occurrences of multiple grammatical and semantic patterns which are related to the various 

social activities of which the language is a part7. Therefore, they assert that language cannot 

be isolated from other social relations, the social context of actions and relationships in which 

a text is being produced.  

           Language is a social activity which, “operates in context,” and is “functionally 

diversified” (Halliday, 2012, p.32). Language is “theorized, described and analysed within an 

environment of meanings; a given language is thus interpreted by reference to its semiotic 

habitat.” (ibid). Thus, a text is “an instance of social meaning”, which is embedded in a social 

context (Halliday, 2018, p.11). He proposes two categories of context: context of culture and 

context of situation and the latter operates within the former; the cultural domain. Language 

is a way to explore the semiotic system of the context of situation (Bowcher,2018, p. 13). 

Social context consists of two levels of communication:  

1. Genre: refers to the context of culture. 

 
7 However, this work only examines texts within a single register. 
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2. Register: functions as the communication form of genre or the context of situation.  

             Register suggests that any situation type within the general categories of context could 

be characterised in terms of three main headings: Field, Tenor, and Mode (e.g., Halliday & 

Hasan, 1985, p. 12; Halliday, 2012, p.33).  

A. Field is the first contextual variable of Register which refers to the kind of social 

activity in the situation and its relation to the subject matter. Therefore, it provides an 

answer to what is going on. Bowcher (2018, p.4) describes the process as “Action, 

Sphere of Action, Performance of Action”.  

B. Tenor is another variable which refers to the various roles which participants play in 

the social activity including institutional, status, contact, and sociometric roles. 

Therefore, it provides an answer to who is playing role in the situation. Bowcher 

(2018, p.4) defines it as “Social Hierarchy, Agentive Role, Social Distance”. 

C. Mode is the third variable which refers to the role language plays in the situation 

(Halliday, 2012, p.33) or what Bowcher (2018, p.4) delineates as the “Role of 

Language, Channel, Medium”.  

These three headings of register relate to each other with arrays of conflicting beliefs 

and values. Halliday (2012, p.34) suggests that tenor, field, and mode together describe “a 

multi-dimensional semiotic space” which refers to sphere of meanings in which language and 

various semiotic and social systems activate. The mixture of field, tenor, and mode beliefs and 

values generate various contrasting use of language and different meanings. Values determine 

the relationship between contextual values and the meanings in the context (ibid). See Figure 

2.2. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.2: Context of Situation (e.g., Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014) 
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                  In this clashing environment of meanings, “field values resonate with ideational 

meanings, tenor values resonate with interpersonal meanings, and mode values resonate with 

textual meanings” (Halliday & Hasan, 1985, p. 26). The authors here use the term ‘resonate 

with’ to indicate a two-way relationship which is defined by Halliday as ‘metaredundancy’. 

The strata exist in a redundancy relationship. A metaredundancy is a redundancy of a 

redundancy. Halliday (2005, p.356) explains:  

“consider a minimal semiotic system, such as a protolanguage — a system 
that is made up of simple signs. When we say that contents p, q, r are 
“realized” respectively by expressions a, b, c, what this means is that there 
is a redundancy relation between them: given meaning p, we can predict 
sound or gesture a, and given sound or gesture a we can predict meaning p. 
This relationship is symmetrical; “redounds with” is equivalent both to 
“realizes” and to “is realized by”.   

The systematic communication between context and language is created by their functional 

operation of meaning (Halliday, 2012, p.34). This concludes that tenor, field, and mode should 

be examined together to explore the language and other semiotic and social activities for better 

understanding of the conflicting nature of frames. Language functions in context and it cannot 

be examined in isolation from the contextual, semantic, and lexicogrammar systems.  

             Bowcher (2018, p.15) refers to two sensory forms of context: material, and semiotic 

one. She suggests that these two ‘senses’ of contexts “reach into the cultural context in which 

the situation is embedded to construe a culturally accepted ‘greeting’, rich with meaning”. 

Bartlett (2017) has developed a model of four concepts which is useful in terms of interpreting 

the relationship between language, context, and culture. These concepts are:  

A. Activation: refers to the impact of environment or any of its features on a text or 

any of its features whether in an overt or covert way. 

B. Construal: refers to how contextual features can be overtly “read off” the text,  

C. Correlation: refers to the “tendencies” for specific language features to “cooccur” 

with specific environmental features, 

D. Indexicality: refers to the “ways of speaking” which are related to socially 

recognised actions or groups (See Bartlett 2017, pp.  385–386 cited in Bowcher, 

2018, p.15). 
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2.8. Language Metafunctions in SFL 

       The term metafunction refers to the generalised functions language has evolved to serve: 

namely representing, interacting and organising experience. SFL explores the metafunctional 

diversity of the language (the notion which suggests that language is organised through three 

metafunctions). Halliday (1994) suggests that all languages encompass three categories of 

meaning. First, Ideational metafunction language functions to represent human experience as 

meaning. Interpersonal metafunction language functions to represent communicative act, role, 

and status. Textual metatunction: the organising function of language which creates cohesive 

and coherent texts in which Theme is a part. The language metafunctions are realised through 

grammar (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014, P.83). These three groups of meanings are 

interrelated and can be employed to examine the different structures and meanings of a text. 

“Theme, Subject and Actor do not occur as isolates; each occurs in association with other 

functions from the same strand of meaning” (ibid, p.83). The three proposed structures of 

meanings serve to reveal three independent groups of lexico-grammatical choice. 

Stratification and metafunctional diversity are two dimensions which work together to create 

the functional basis of SFL (ibid) (See table 2.2). 

 

          Figure 2.3: Language Metafunctions (e.g., Halliday, 2012). 

 

              There are three lines of meaning that determine the structural form of the clause. First, 

transitivity system is related to the representational meaning to reveal what the clause is about, 

what is the process, and who are the participants. This represents the first component of the 

ideational metafunction which refers to the content function (Halliday, 2007) and is divided 

into experiential and logical meanings. The logical meanings enable us to understand complex 

structures which contain multiple clauses employed into a larger unit/sentence (Thompson, 
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2014).  Then, the mood or interpersonal system which relates to interactional meaning to 

reveal what the clause is doing. It refers to “the participation of the language function” 

(Halliday 2007, p. 184). Next is the thematic system which is part of the textual metafunction. 

It is usually related to the message to reveal how the clause is linked to the wider discourse 

and to the social context in which the message is just a part.  The patterns of the three structures 

can be recognised individually but they are not dealt with separately.  

Table 2.2. Three lines of meaning in the clause (Halliday, 2011, p.83). 

Metafunction  Clause as ...  System  Structure  

 
Textual  

 

message  THEME  Theme ^ Rheme  

Interpersonal  

 

exchange  

 

MOOD Mood [Subject + Finite] + 
Residue [Predicator (+ 
Complement) (+ Adjunct)]  

Experiential  representation  TRANSITIVITY  process + participant(s) (+ 
circumstances), e.g., Process 
+ Actor + Goal  

 

                 SFL is a means to examine these structures and the overall coherence helps provide 

answers to Entman’s probe regarding responsibility. Using SFL to describe these linguistic 

functions is a means to understand how an event is framed and who is held responsible for the 

problem which can be an indication of underlying ideologies. Van Dijk (1998c, p.30) stresses 

that “the ways the sentences of the discourse cohere (e.g., on the basis of causality) may be 

part of the implicit manifestation of ideology,” which could be identified through SFL 

analysis. To examine the text contents and other linguistic details, several methods such as 

transitivity, appraisal, modality, and thematic analysis, can be implemented. These 

components of SFL are useful tools to analyse the linguistic structures which enables us to 

interpret the social dimension which relates directly or indirectly to ideology.  

2.8.1. Transitivity: the’ Goings-on’ in the External World? 

      Transitivity analysis (Halliday, 1994; 2004) is usually implemented to investigate the 

ideational metafunction of language or the experiential process (field). It is a significant tool 

in the field of Critical Discourse Analysis. It is not only concerned with the syntactic 
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descriptions, but it goes beyond that to analyse the semantic descriptions (ibid). It portrays the 

goings on in the surrounding world. Halliday (1994, pp. 106-107) suggests that transitivity 

analysis deal with the clause in its entire ideational function. It is a means to explore the 

patterns of experience and its different conceptions of reality and namely of goings-on 

including of doing, of happening, of feeling, etc. Analysing transitivity also identifies “the 

different types of processes that are recognized in the language (in its semantic system) and 

the structures by which they are expressed (the lexico-grammatical system)” (ibid). 

Transitivity is an effective analytical means that is concerned with clause analysis and 

specifically the representation of the processes. The “processes” are convoyed through 

language and the product of our understanding of the world around us (Halliday, 1985).  

 
              Transitivity “refers to the content or factual-notional structure of the clause in its 

entirety” (Halliday in Kress, 1997, p. 159). It is not only concerned with transitive and 

intransitive verbs, but it is also associated with participants and circumstances (Halliday, 1985, 

p.103). The representation of the process consists of three elements:  

1. The process itself: it refers to the Verbal Group in a clause.  

2. The participants: it is concerned with the roles of entities involved in the process.  

3. The Circumstances: it is associated with the process including the adverbial and 

prepositional phrases (Halliday, 1994).  

The area of transitivity heightens the relationship between the process such as verbs and the 

participants involved in the process including subjects and objects. The Circumstance refers 

to the supplementary information or the “when, where, why, and how “of the process such as 

place, time, condition, matter…etc.  

       Transitivity can be used to examine Verbal processes. It covers the relationships between 

the verb processes and the participants.  According to Halliday (1994, pp. 106-107):  

Transitivity is an area of meaning in which a writer or speaker chooses and 
constructs a certain type of process for his clauses. This selection of process 
type from a finite set of possibilities which are made available in the network 
reflects a reality outside language, a reality in the human community of 
which the writer is a member and in which there are events like relations, 
actions, mental processes, locutions, and behaviors.  

 
Transitivity analysis is an effective method in grammar to identify agent (actor, sensor, doer, 

etc.), goal (recipient of the action), and the processes (acting or doing). It may help provide 
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answers about the hegemonic attitude in society as presented in media news stories and 

reports. The type of processes chosen by a writer for their clauses significantly affects 

meaning. The writer’s selection of specific process types from a range of other possibilities 

can indicate an ideological orientation, which is embedded in their language (Halliday & 

Hasan, 1985). In transitivity analysis, the most important referents playing a key role in script 

are analysed.  They are the main/primary players in the conflict. The analysis can be more 

effective since it helps look at every process in which the main social actors are involved 

instead of just simply analysing the main or primary verbs, which may miss out some key 

actions in the event (Bartlett, 2014). The primary Verbal processes are significant to 

understand what is going on and who is doing what to whom (See Table 2.1).  

Table 2.3: Main verbs in Transitivity 

A Killed B. The crime was shocking to everyone 

primary Ac primary Mat pr primary Go At secondary Rel. Pr secondary Ca 

 

This is outlined in the following six-process categories:    

A. Material processes (or processes of doing).  

B. Mental processes (or processes of sensing).  

C. Relational processes (or processes of being). 

D. Behavioural processes (or processes of human behaviours). 

E. Verbal processes (or processes of saying).  

F. Existential processes. (or processes which are signaled by them). 

               Understanding the relationship between Verbal groups and the participants is 

important as a useful tool to address the script Wh- questions whether those participants 

occupy the subject or object positions. The analysis of the data meanings in terms of 

Participant and Process is significant to identify who was placed as the doer of the action, what 

is the action done, and who is positioned as the goal/recipient of that action. In other words, it 

reveals who does what to whom? The linguistic representation of ‘participant’ could be human 

or non-human, tangible, or abstract entities. Transitivity analysis reveals the semantic 

dimension and the syntactic transformations. Although the latter does not usually affect the 

type of process, it can generate other meanings to bring to the discourse. e.g., the death toll 

climbed to 100.  
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Halliday (1994) refers to another approach in transitivity which it is important to consider i.e., 

ergativity. It is concerned with the abstract dimension of a clause that investigates causation 

(p.161).  Halliday (1994) suggests two types of ergativity: 

A. Middle: refers to the processes that are created inside (self-endangered). The 

participant in the Middle type is the Medium such as the window broke. 

B. Effective: refers to the processes that are created outside (external entity). The 

participant here is called Agent or Causer such as She broke the window.  

   Ergativity could be relevant to examine in the current scientific work because the Middle 

passive-voice ergativity, for instance, functions to conceal agency and therefore holds no one 

responsible for the action. It leaves causality vague and undetermined. For example, violence 

erupted across Cairo, the actor of this material-process sentence is mystified to avoid holing 

anyone responsible for the violence. This is important to address Entman’s probe and to 

determine responsibility.  

             The significance of employing transitivity in this dissertation is to identify the story 

grammar, including the representation of main social actors with their referents, and how 

experience is represented (event described) in the examined texts. The analysis will 

specifically help understand how writers construe specific groups involved in the conflict (e.g., 

the military versus protestors or interim government versus MB government). Therefore, the 

analysis will include the sentences that have either group placed in the subject or object 

positions. This will reveal: 

1. What do certain groups do or what is done to them? (Material process). 

2. How do they perceive the world or how does the international audience perceive them? 

(Mental process). 

3. What do certain groups say or what is said about them? (Verbal process). 

4. How the international audience identified each group in the have/have not and are/are not 

clauses? (Relational process). 

5. How does the world identify each group in the exist, remain, emerge...etc.’ clauses? 

(Existential process). This represents “that something exists or happens” (Halliday, 2004, 

p.256). 
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6. How would the world identify each group in the psychological behaviour such as breathing, 

smiling, coughing…etc.? (Behavioural process). Halliday (2004, p.250) suggests that this 

process is “partly like the Material and partly like the Mental (processes)”. 

 

2.8.2: Appraisal: The Stylistic Choices 
  

             Appraisal theory was developed by Martin and White (2005) as a further development 

of Halliday’s framework. Appraisal analysis is concerned with the linguistic resources and 

interpersonal meanings in which a writer expresses, negotiates, and naturalises a particular 

ideological stance. It is associated with evaluation, attitude, and emotion conveyed by a writer 

in a text.  It helps understand and evaluate the complex ways in which a writer expresses or 

reacts to others’ views. The unit of analysis is the whole text including lexical choices, 

grammatical structures, and labels. It is a significant form of assessment since it gives us a 

deep insight into the evaluative role of lexicalisation, especially in news reporting. Appraisal 

can carry “positive and negative assessments (which it groups together under the heading of 

‘attitude’)” (ibid, p.11).  

 

             According to White (2002), appraisal analysis explains how language is used to 

evaluate, to adopt certain positions, to build textual characters and to manage interpersonal 

stance and relationships. White and Thomson (2008) suggest that journalistic voice relies on 

the appraisal framework. It is a way to explore the writer’s attitude through the evaluative 

language in a text. The framework consists of three main systems (see Figure 2.4): 

1. Attitude: Refers to values the writer produces for judgement and relates emotional 

reflection to participants and process. White (1999, p.5) describes Attitude as “those 

meanings by which texts/speakers attach an intersubjective value or assessment to 

participants and processes by reference either to emotional responses or to systems of 

culturally-determined value systems”.  Attitudinal assessment focuses on lexical items 

that involve negative evaluation of people, places, things, actions... etc. Attitudinal 

positioning is also concerned with lexical items that carry or imply negative or positive 

connotations of people, places, things, actions in the reader’s cognition. This system is 

divided into three subsystems:  
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A.  Affect: Refers to the writer’s use of emotions towards people, places, things, and 

actions. It is related to the emotional response that is usually realised through the 

Mental-process utterances such as he hates candy, or she respects me. It can also be 

realised through attributive rationale such as I am proud, he is pleased…etc. It can also 

be found in ideational metaphor such as her worries were obvious. 

B. Judgement: The writer’s evaluation of human behaviours in terms of ethics. They 

usually evaluate their behaviours by referring to norms of social propriety. This 

includes two types:  

B1: social esteem, which is concerned with forms of judgement such as questioning a 

certain social behaviour of the participant such as people, groups, and institutions. 

B2: social sanction, which includes social sanction referring to judging certain 

practices from a legal perspective using lexical items such as: legal/illegal or 

legitimate/illegitimate. 

                 Martin (2000, p.155) defines Judgment as “the institutionalisation of feeling, in the 

context of proposals (norms about how people should and shouldn’t behave)”. Therefore, 

Judgment has two types: positive Judgment and negative Judgment. The social actors and their 

behavior thus may be judged as responsible or irresponsible, moral, or immoral, legal or 

illegal, etc. (Martin, 2000). However, Jovanovic-Krstic (2000, p.75) suggests that “Judgment 

is highly determined by cultural and ideological values, and as such what is viewed as 

appropriate in one culture may not be viewed in the same light in another”.  

C.  Appreciation: refers to the writer’s assessment of the appearance, importance, 

influence…etc. with respect to human objects or individuals but not human behaviours 

(Jovanovic-Krstic, 2004). Humans can be evaluated in terms of Appreciation not 

Judgement when they are perceived as entities more than as participants who behave, 

such as high-profile officials or important figures. Appreciation is concerned with the 

compositional qualities of the entity that is being evaluated such as balanced, 

competent, symmetrical…etc. Appreciation also focuses on entities in terms of their 

aesthetic impact such as captivating, attractive, boring…etc. 
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2. Engagement:  this is concerned with the positioning of the writer’s voice regarding the 

different propositions and proposals expressed in a text. It “indicates the speaker’s 

degree of commitment to the appraisal being expressed” (Martin, 2003, p. 142). 

Engagement is an interpersonal space where writers share their own utterances and 

positions towards, including modals of probability such as perhaps, it may, I think, I 

believe…etc., attribution, including hearsay and projection, proclamation, and 

expectation like of course…etc. 

 

Figure 2.4: adapted Appraisal Framework from Martin & White (2005) 

 

                According to Martin and White (2005), the utterances in Engagement can be 

categorised as monoglossia (single voice) or heteroglossia (multiple voice):  

2A. Heterogloss: it refers to utterances that indicates the existence of other voices. This 

allows other sources to share their voices in the text. The resources here entertain other 

voices and allow a space and distance from the authorial voice. 

2B. Monogloss: utterances that do not refer to other voices explicitly. Instead, they 

indicate that the writer is the source of the assertions. This is usually found in narrative 

genres and speeches where the authorial prevails.  

                The subsystem of Heteroglossia consists of two dimensions:  Dialogic Contraction 
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and Dialogic Expansion. Heteroglossia will be under the microscope of this research to 

examine how writers intervene to frame an event from their own perspectives. The 

Engagement resources in which other voices engaged including acknowledging sources, or 

distancing from the original voice reported are expansive. The semantic resources which 

express disclaim or proclaim are dialogically contractive (see Figure 2.5). 

 

 
Figure 2.5: Engagement (adapted from Martin & White, 2005, p. 134) 

 

3. Graduation: refers to values by which a writer graduates the interpersonal impact, 

force, or volume of their lexical choices. Here, writers sharpen or blur the focus of 

their semantic classification. It has two subsystems: 

3A. Force: this includes values that are labelled, intensifiers, boosters…etc. For example, they 

may use utterances such as slightly or somewhat…etc. 

3B. Focus: it refers to meanings which are concerned with ‘hedging’ or ‘vague language’. It 

is also related to values that sharpen the meaning focus such as like true friend, pure life, 

literally...etc. 

                These three systems work together to uncover the linguistic features of the rhetoric 

and evaluative language and the writer’s preferred intended meanings including labelling, 

catchphrases, metaphor, and other framing devices that indicate the existence of a frame. The 

current work will investigate how social actors’ behaviours and qualities were evaluated and 
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judged. It will be a way to explore the salient interpersonal meanings. 

 

2.8.3. Modality Analysis (Another Heteroglossic Function) 

             Modality analysis can also be an effective textual-analysis approach to reveal the 

speaker’s or writer’s attitude towards a specific action or behaviour. It complements appraisal 

and heightens certain evaluative meanings in its three systems such as the writer’s use of 

modality of probability in Engagement (Entertaining readers with possibilities with 

lexicogrammar) to increase the salience of a particular rhetorical feature.  This kind of analysis 

deals with sentence semantics that can provide us with valuable insight about conditions of 

truth within the interpersonal meanings in a text. It can be an indicator of the writer’s or 

speaker’s own judgment of the meaning (Bartlett, 2014, p.103) rather than the experiential 

proposition, which is the core focus of the transitivity analysis.  

            Text analysis uncovers how writers “position themselves with respect not only to 

specific aspects of the storyline as it is construed, but also with respect to other speakers in 

terms of their respective rights and abilities to act as arbiters of truth” (Ibid). Thus, modality 

analysis is part of text analysis that explores how truth is proposed or offered to be the possible 

or desired truth from the part of the writer. It reflects the writer’s orientation to propositions 

or proposals. Appraisal resources (White & Martin, 2005) and the modality approach are two 

effective methods to uncover interpersonal meanings of a text. This research will explore how 

Arab media writers used modals in their rhetoric to evaluate behaviours and social actors in 

the examined events in Egypt. 

According to Halliday (1994, p.88), modality is “the area of meaning that lies between 

positive and negative polarity,” which is significant when analysing different media 

interpretations about two conflicting groups of people. Modality analysis is not only concerned 

with the basic modal auxiliaries but also with adverbs of frequency and sentence adverbials 

such as “supposedly,” “apparently,” “purposefully,” etc., or expressions that semantically 

function as adverbials such as “the-so-called,” etc. Journalists may use such devices 

differently in their accounts of why they find a specific activity or behaviour obligated, 

unobligated, possible, impossible, or inevitable.  
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Modality is divided into two types: Epistemic modality which is related to possibility 

and prediction and Deontic modality which expresses obligation and permission (see Figure 

2.6). 

 

 

Figure 2.6: Modality (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2004)  

 

2.8.4. Thematic Analysis 

Thematic analysis is another SFL method which is very common in qualitative- 

research analysis. It consists of two types: Theme and Rheme that both function to organise 

the message and enable it to be communicated and understood (Halliday, 1994). In English, 

the theme is usually the first element or unit of the clause that operates in transitivity, while 

the rheme is the rest of the sentence/clause. It reveals how the writer is “maintaining, 

developing, and shifting from one stretch of text to the next” (ibid, p. 132). Thus, it is 

concerned not only with the Syntactic structure but also with the movements from one point 

to another.  

           In non-indicative mood, the unmarked theme is the predicator. Otherwise, unmarked 

theme is the subject (or it could be the imperative), and the marked theme is when “the first 

experiential element is not the subject” (O’Grady, 2017, p.06). Unmarked themes are defined 

by Halliday (1994, p.37) as "an element… that conflates with the grammatical subject," and a 

marked theme, which is described as "an element that does not conflate with the grammatical 

subject", and a specifically topical and experiential theme. The unmarked theme comes at the 

beginning of the clause in the form of “subject of declarative or yes-no interrogative clauses, 

the verb itself in imperatives, and the wh-word and wh-questions” (Bartlett, 2014, p.133). 

Eggins (1993) refers to unmarked theme as “most typical” and marked theme as “atypical”. 
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Several studies have employed SFL to examine ideological struggle between specific 

social groups and the governments in the Arab region. For example, Pasha (2011) used 

transitivity analysis as one among various methods of analysis to investigate how the MB are 

discursively and linguistically represented during parliamentary elections in Al-Ahram 

newspaper’s headlines.  This revealed that MB was construed as actors of violence and 

disturbance in the Material processes identified in Al-Ahram newspaper. The construal of MB 

through the Mental processes carried the meaning of doubtfulness and disbelief with negative 

connotation. He also conducted an appraisal analysis for the same case study. The results of 

investigating the evaluative language revealed that Al-Ahram employed negative lexical 

references to establish a connection between MB and violence and terror by labelling them as 

‘militias’, and ‘extremists. However, Pasha employed SFL components to examine how MB 

were represented in only the headlines and front pages based on the Idealised Reader’s 

framework proposed by O’Halloran (2003). The theory suggests that headlines come in a 

/significant position in the text to capture the attention of the average reader. This confirms 

what is proposed by Pan and Kosicki (1993) and other framing researchers who stress the 

significance of headlines. However, the current research does not only aim to examine 

headlines, but also the whole text with special focus on headlines, leads and conclusions as 

significant framing cues.     

SFL analysis can be a rich enhancement to identify framing.  Both methodologies can 

be used together to describe how a writer frames a news story in sufficient detail and relates 

the linguistic relations to social relations, and to the context to explain the discursive practice 

in terms of the ideology. Entman like with Semetko and Valkenburg goes beyond Pan and 

Kosicki in proposing a means of interpreting frames, while SFL goes beyond Pan and Kosicki 

in defining how features are analysed. Therefore, the analysis of transitivity, appraisal, 

modality, and thematic-analysis linguistic features will investigate what is acceptable or 

unacceptable, moral, or immoral, legitimate, or illegitimate, rational, or irrational, and 

responsible or irresponsible. For example, the analysis of the experiential and interpersonal 

propositions will include lexical references to explore the way social groups such as military 

institutions or the MB are referred to. It also includes any adjectives, prepositional phrases, 

relative and conjunctional clauses that are associated with the social actors. The analysis also 

covers pronouns and scare quotes which are stressed in Engagement, and also metaphor which 
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is a significant framing device of the rhetorical structure and other related social-actor 

representation (e.g., Reisigl & Wodak, 2001).  

This chapter reviewed discourse and ideology and how ideology related to discourse, 

values, and hegemony. It discussed how Van Dijk and others described discourse as a carrier 

of ideology. It specifically reviewed Van Dijk’s ideological square. It moved to review what 

Bakhtin and other scholars said about ideology and heteroglossia. The second part of this 

chapter introduced framing theory, methods, and linguistics in framing. The last part of the 

chapter discussed language stratification, metafunctions, and the Hallidayan school of 

functional linguistics. It reviewed several SFL systems including transitivity, appraisal, 

modality, and thematic analysis. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
 

LITERATURE REVIEW (TWO) 
 
 
 
         The second part of literature includes several sections. The first one reviews the scientific 

works that have been conducted to examine the analysis of media discourse of modern 

conflicts that erupted in the Middle East and especially the Arab Spring revolutions.  This 

section discusses the various framing approaches which were employed to code the data. The 

second section comprises the Arab media discourse in English, the regional and international 

struggle and anti-hegemonic attitude. It also reviews the different typologies of Arab media 

networks (e.g., Rugh, 2004; Barkho, 2008...etc.), and the purpose of targeting an English-

speaking audience. The chapter concludes by locating the research gap that needs to be filled 

followed by generating the research questions. 

 

3.1.Media Analysis of the Recent Conflicts and Revolutions  

                  In this section, the researcher will provide a review of media literature on conflict 

in general, paying attention to utilised framing approaches and case studies that focused on 

AS in particular. The ongoing developments experienced by the Arab world since 2010, 

especially Egypt, have had the greatest share of the coverage of Arab media. Egypt is unique 

for its wide impact in Arab media production. The regional media battle became more tense 

during and after the 2011 uprising in Egypt. The online versions have acquired a vast reach in 

the coverage of events across the Arab world and particularly in Egypt. Several comparative 

studies have been conducted to compare and contrast the coverage of the two contrasting 

networks. i.e., Aljazeera and Alahram but mostly on their Arabic websites. Others have 

conducted studies to compare AJE and AAE with other international news agencies and 

explore whether their coverage relates to counter-hegemonic ideologies (e.g., Fornaciari, 

2011; Yehia, 2011; and Hamdy & Gomaa, 2012).  

           Framing has been widely employed recently, especially to examine or compare the 

websites’ coverage of conflicts including AS. Several studies have been conducted to 

investigate the Egyptian uprising in particular. For instance, Fornaciari (2012) used the work 

of Semetko and Valkenburg (2000), and this has been widely employed to investigate the 

coverage of conflicts, to explore how Al-Jazeera English (AJE) and the BBC framed the 



  
 

 
 
 

65 

Egyptian uprising in 2011. The aim of the study was to examine the dominant frames of each 

media outlet in their coverage of the events and compare their use of dominant frames. 

Fornaciari modified a set of 25 questions from a questionnaire designed by Semetko and 

Valkenburg (2000) to examine five major frames: Attribution of Responsibility, Conflict, 

Human Interests, Economic, and Morality. A quantitative content analysis was undertaken in 

a total selection of 125 articles from each media outlet. The coders analysed the structure of 

language used to represent power and status.  

              The results revealed that both agencies used the Responsibility frame and the Conflict 

frame in the 2011 uprising. The Human- Interest frame was also used in the BBC. The findings 

also showed that most articles were episodic, reporting the events of the previous few hours, 

and the government was mainly framed as being responsible for the crisis. The study 

concluded that each agency used its own version of reality.  The framework introduced two 

approaches of content analysis: inductive and deductive, and the latter was employed because 

it involved “predefining certain frames as content analytics variables to verify the extent to 

which these frames occurred in the news” (Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000, p.94), which is 

widely used for large samples. The coding scheme can be replicated since specific types of 

frames are recognised before the coding procedure. It can identify “differences in framing 

between media and within media” (Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000. p.96).  

              Such a framework would be an appropriate choice to identify the genre of the text - 

episodic and thematic in a broad sense. The coding probe designed provides significant insight 

into the writer’s attitude and into which specific genre and area they follow to frame a story. 

But this framing tool alone doesn’t tell us in detail how to code the linguistic and the evaluative 

features which are important to understand how these themes are identified. It also provides a 

limited understanding of the syntactic progression of a story that is of fundamental importance. 

Instead, they outlined specific framing cues such as headlines, leads, photos, captions etc to 

identify their proposed five frames. Therefore, their coding scheme could be a useful means 

to validate the interpretations especially in terms of Morality frame, Conflict frame, and 

Responsibility frame.   

                    Yehia (2011) also conducted a comparative content analysis between Aljazeera 

and CNN’s coverage of the Egyptian uprising in 2011. Following the framing functions as 

introduced by Entman (1993), the author sought to uncover how AJE and CNN framed their 
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news stories to the audiences. The four main questions addressed were how both agencies 

framed their news stories in their coverage of the revolution, the topics of democracy, the 

protestors, the ousted regime of Hosni Mubarak, and the response of the international 

community. Thirty-six news stories were selected for analysis from CNN network while 48 

news stories were chosen and coded from Aljazeera. The data was collected between 25 

January when the uprising started until 12 February 2011 when it succeeded in ousting 

Mubarak from office.  

              The results revealed that each media outlet has its own way of framing news stories 

for their own audiences. The coverage of AJE portrayed the uprising as a peaceful revolution 

and the protesters as freedom seekers. It established legitimacy for the uprising by referring to 

it in positive language. In contrast, CNN framed their coverage based on the US officials’ 

concerns of the possible consequences of the uprising and how it may affect the US. They 

urged for a peaceful political solution and social reforms. In terms of democracy, terms such 

as ‘freedom’ and ‘democracy’ were used by AJE to legitimise the practice of the protests’ 

participants and ‘corruption’ to delegitimise the practice of the government. CNN, on the other 

hand, framed its stories based on the statement of senior officials and politicians in the US 

conveying their own perspective of democracy in the region and Egypt in particular.  

            Similarly, Hamdy and Gomaa (2012) examine the frames employed in news stories 

and columns by three mediums or types of Egyptian media that vary in genre and freedom 

limits during the 2011 uprising: semi-official newspaper, independent newspaper, and social 

media posts. They employed Entman’s (1993) four categories to analyse the media data, which 

was collected during the Egyptian uprising between 25 January and 12 February 2011. In 

semi-official newspapers, 60% of the gathered articles framed the demonstrations as a 

conspiracy against Egypt. On the other hand, 42% of the articles in the independent media 

used the word “revolution” to frame the event. Social media framed the event as a revolution 

at 70%. In terms of the causes of the uprising, 35% of the semi-official press referred to 

“foreign influence” while 26% of the independent newspapers’ articles stated “corruption” to 

be the reason for the protests. On the other hand, in social media posts the dictatorial rule of 

the ousted president was the most prevalent frame. This shows part of the conflict between 
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state-run media and independent media types and other mediums that enjoy more freedom, 

which is important to consider when exploring how events are construed.  

           Both studies used a quantitative- content analysis with a large corpus especially for 

Hamdy and Gomaa (2012). They carried out content analysis of 800 documents in which the 

coders examined frames through checking certain variables including phrases, headlines, and 

portrayals of events. The coding procedure was challenging and subjective for the coders 

because how the coders identified the variables which can be attributed to the nature of 

framing was  somewhat vague. It was also problematic to compare the two mediums - 

newspaper and social media - which have different genres, features, censorship policy, and 

editorial style. Therefore, this approach is out of the scientific context of this research. 

               The following section in the literature will focus on the different classifications of 

Arab media and specifically Al-Ahram and Al-Jazeera networks. It will discuss their regional 

struggle and the purpose of targeting English-speaking audiences in their coverage of the 

regional issues. It will discuss the purpose of the establishment of the Al-Jazeera English 

website (AJE) with its wide influence and growing popularity with one of its regional 

competing media counterparts, Al-Ahram English website (AAE), which is another leading 

media network in the Arab world. It will discuss the mission and stance of Al-Ahram and Al-

Jazeera and the special perspective of AAE and AJE given the international interest in AS and 

the different audiences of the English language outlets. It will demonstrate what the distinctive 

role of these English mediums is and why therefore their specific international audience is 

important. 

 

3.2.Arab Media in English 

 
3.2.1. : AA and AJ Networks: Mission and Perspective 

 

                 This section reviews literature which examines the Arabic-Western media conflict 

and the counter-hegemonic attitude of the regional media towards their western media 

counterparts, which can be related to their dominance aspirations. It specifically explores how 

Arab-media writers construe SRW, and the competing groups involved in the conflict. It 

provides deeper critical discussion about the scholarly debate regarding the different 

dimensions of Arab media systems suggested by Rugh (2004), Mellor (2005), and Peterson 
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(2011) to categorise Arab media. This can provide an insight into the freedom limits each Arab 

media type enjoys; their independence zone to see whether their editorial practice could be 

influenced by government or elites, which is important in terms of context to explain the 

discursive practice; and to relate the linguistic and social products to universal connections 

and understand the ideological drive. 

                The rise of some minority factions to power in Libya, Tunisia, and Egypt has created 

a socio-political conflict between these parties and the existing governments in these countries, 

represented in the elites that had controlled and still control several interlocking ministries 

including the judiciary, military, and media. That also included their control of funding sources 

that helped launch new media stations and expand preexisting media networks such as Al-

Ahram and Al-Jomhoriah in Egypt (Youssef, 2013). Media in particular had played a central 

role since the eruption of AS. To secure their power, these competing groups, such as the elites 

or popular parties, seek to consolidate their control on media and to utilise it as a tool to 

produce and reproduce their own designations of events and social participants. 

                  Several anti-government media networks had been involved in the coverage of the 

events, reporting them from their own perspectives to serve their political agenda for not only 

the regional, but also the international, audience. One of these networks is claimed to be Al 

Jazeera (e.g., Mellor, 2005) with its controversial perspective that promotes debates especially 

in its coverage of the local events compared with the existing Arab media discourse.  In its 

mission, according to its website at Al Jazeera.com, it promises a “different and new 

perspective on global events”, to “give a voice to untold stories, promote debate, and 

challenge established perceptions” 8. Its network, that has been playing a controversial role 

since its emergence, is growing and includes broadcasting in English to target an English-

speaking audience.  

              The establishment of the AJ network in 1996 sparked an upsurge in the foundation of 

independent media “in the growing aspiration for independence on the part of print journalists 

across the region” (Pintak & Ginges, 2008, p.194).  It did not take long before AJ became 

involved in a competition with popular leading media agencies in the region due to its wide 

experience as its recruited staff who are “former employees of the BBC and CNN who brought 

 
8 See https://www.aljazeera.com/archive/2006/10/200849133024266711.html. 
 

https://www.aljazeera.com/archive/2006/10/200849133024266711.html
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with them the BBC’s editorial spirit and style” (El-Nawawy, 2003, p.19). Thus, the style 

adopted is similar to that of the Western networks’ but still reported from its own perspective 

(Al-Jadda, 2007), which is deeply rooted in Arabic culture (Barkho, 2008). This type of media, 

which gave more space for anti-government opposition to share their voice through its talk 

shows and coverage of local events, created media discourse conflict in the Arab world. 

             The research will examine why Arab media agencies target a western audience. 

Several Arab networks launched English versions of their channel, website or/and newspaper. 

Al Jazeera, which is based in Qatar, was the pioneer in launching an English website in 2001 

followed by an English Channel in 2006. These different channels of communication share 

the same motto, the same brand and fall under the main logo of the network, “A voice to the 

voiceless” 9.  

 

3.2.2. Struggle in English Reporting 

                  From 2001 till 2010, several Arab media networks had established the English 

version of their papers and Internet websites as an alternative reporting voice to challenge 

not only western news counterparts but also the new growing network that had launched 

its English version of Channel and website: Al Jazeera English (AJE henceforth). The 

network had been seen as a threat and an “enfant terrible of Arab media” (Maluf, 2005, p.531) 

that resulted in the creation of regional counter-hegemonic networks targeting the English-

speaking audience such as the websites of Al-Arabya English and Al-Ahram English 

(AAE henceforth), and the latter, for instance, came to address an alternative discourse for 

the purpose of, according to its website mission, “providing the (Western) English-language 

reader with an objective, in-depth coverage of the Egyptian and Arab scenes from ‘an Egyptian 

perspective’ ”10. It established an English newspaper called Al-Ahram Weekly in 2001 

followed by an English website to offer their representation on the local events from their own 

perspective.  

 
9 See https://www.aljazeera.com/archive/2006/10/200849133024266711.html. 
10 See http://english.ahram.org.eg/Index.aspx. 

 

 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/Index.aspx
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                Similarly, since its establishment, the coverage of the AJ network, and particularly 

its English versions, of the controversial regional and international events has created its 

popularity. In terms of its English website, according to Curie (2001, p.1), the viewership of 

AJE increased after the 9/11 terror attack in New York from around “700,000 page views a 

day to about 1.2 million page views”, and later to about “two million page views a day in the 

first week after the U.S. strike on Afghanistan, and it reached about three million page views 

a day in the second week” (ibid).  On March 2003, an approximate number of one million US 

visitors visited its website; 40 percent of the website traffic visitors went to the English website 

(Kawamoto, 2003), which experienced the highest traffic. The visitors from Europe came in 

second, while the Arab countries came in third place. One year later, AJE was nominated by 

the Webby Awards as one of the best five news websites worldwide (Curie, 2001). The 

uniqueness of the AJ network can be attributed to “its sustained attentiveness to ongoing 

events” (Abdul Raheem, 2005, p.4). Al-Ahram also has its unique legacy as the oldest and 

most popular media network in Egypt and the Arab world (Pasha, 2011, p.110). 

            It is useful to explore the reporting of local affairs in English to target an English-

speaking audience. Several studies were conducted to compare the original Arabic with its 

English version, and this revealed divergence (Satti, 2020). For instance, Satti (2020) 

employed the agenda- setting theory to compare (Al-Jazeera English) AJE and AJA (Al-

Jazeera Arabic). The agenda-setting suggests that “there is a strong correlation between the 

emphasis that mass media place on certain issues (e.g., based on relative placement or amount 

of coverage) and the importance attributed to these issues by mass audiences” (McCombs & 

Shaw, 1972 in Scheufele & Tewksbury,2007, p. 11). The results suggested that more than 92% 

of news stories were not the same.  

               Abdul-Mageed and Herring (2008) compared the Arabic and English websites of Al 

Jazeera in terms of their layouts, the structural features, and thematic coverage, as well as their 

ideological nuance through headlines and news stories. They utilised Van Dijk (1988b) and 

qualitative Critical Discourse Analysis of the news stories and headlines to explore the 

ideological foundation in the coverage on both websites. Results showed significant 

divergence in every investigated unit of analysis except for thematic coverage. The study 

revealed that the cultural differences have affected the layout. The Arabic layout was different 

to the English because of the orthography between the two languages; right to left in the Arabic 
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language and left to right in English. It also revealed differences in the structural features, 

which is attributed, according to the authors, to the frequent refresh of the report page in the 

Arabic version. The English version was also shorter than the Arabic version. In terms of 

sourcing, it was also disclosed that the sources cited in the Arabic version were mainly from 

Al-Jazeera itself, while it referred to different agencies for the English version, which can be 

related to the fact that the Arabic version mainly covers Arab world affairs. This could also 

suggest that it used several sources to increase its credibility for western readers. Although 

these differences did not forthrightly take an ideological shape (not to mention that comparing 

the English and Arabic versions of Al Jazeera is not the purpose of this study), they could still 

be an indicator of how AJE construed the same events differently when it addressed the 

English-speaking audience which stressed the significance of exploring their English 

broadcasting. 

                 Since the eruption of AS, there has been another interregional and ideological 

struggle in media discourse between pro-change and anti-change media over the 

representation of AS, including all controversial events which occurred in the second phase of 

AS, especially in the case of Egypt. The investigation of the coverage of the English broadcast 

of pro-change and anti-change media such as AJE and AAE networks can be significant for 

their divergent agendas and their different categorisation of the Arab media from one side. It 

can also reveal their counter-hegemonic aspiration and competition in their reporting to the 

western audience from the other side.  I will discuss this in detail in the following section, 

where I look at the counter-dominant attitude of AJ, AA, and similar Arab media networks 

that share the same outlook to their western counterparts on addressing the regional issues to 

international audience and review the debate of different systems of Arab media 

categorisation. 

 

3.2.3.  Different Ideology and Media Taxonomy 

             First, several researchers suggest that both media outlets stand at the edge of two 

extreme ideological perspectives, namely the anti-change news agency, in the case of AA 

network (Elmasry, 2011) versus the pro-change media, in the case of AJ network (Barkho, 

2008). However, Rugh (2004) does not agree with this taxonomy. He suggests a typology of 

five Arab media systems: the mobilisation press, the transitional print media, loyalist press, 
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diverse print media and offshore pan-Arab print media. According to Rugh’s analysis, the 

print media that exist in countries such as Libya, Syria, and Iraq in the pre-2013 war period 

are categorised to be mobilised for their support of the official voice and avoidance of criticism 

of their regimes. The loyalist type of media can be seen in countries such as Bahrain, Oman, 

UAE, and Qatar, which are owned and privately funded by governments. This type of media 

usually “parrots the regimes’ stance” (Pasha, 2011, p.65) with scarce diversity of editorial 

opinion. The third type of media is the transitional print media, which can be found in some 

AS countries such as Egypt and Tunisia. The print media supports the political official position 

but also enjoys some freedom in social criticism. The diverse print media refers to the papers 

of regimes more open to criticism. Print media that has a relatively diversified content and 

enjoys a certain degree of political independence can be found in countries like Kuwait and 

Lebanon. Rugh’s argument applies to other genres of media in the network like online media 

because his taxonomy is based on the limits of freedom Arab regimes set, not the type or 

medium of media. 

            The typology of Arab media proposed by Rugh has been widely criticised by several 

Arab and non-Arab scholars. Mellor (2005, cited in Hanusch and Obijiofor, 2011, p.52) 

suggests overlap among these systems i.e., some elements are shared within these systems 

which “blur the line distinction that separates one press system from another”. One more 

criticism is that Rugh’s classification “reflects traditional western models in which the 

political system is associated with press systems such as totalitarian, communist, and social 

responsibility models” (ibid, p.53). This is based on the ruling systems of these countries such 

as the republicans in Egypt, Tunisia, Syria and others. It might be true that these states were 

colonised for a long period and have been affected by some of these models, such as Egypt 

(1882-1952); however, this claim downplays the significance of the deep cultural roots in 

existence, and therefore it is somehow inaccurate. 

            Mellor also contested Rugh’s typology of Arab systems because of its use of one 

primary variable, namely ownership: he categorises the Arab press into four categories: 

mobilised, loyalist, diverse, and transitional (Mellor, 2005, p.72). For instance, Al Jazeera is 

classified as a ‘loyalist’ type of media, according to the typology, depending on one mode - 

news’ agency ownership - which, Mellor argues, may have minor or zero impact on its content. 
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Instead, Mellor considered Al Jazeera as a more independent type of media despite it still 

being funded by the Qatari government.  

            Other scholars classified Al-Jazeera as a pro-change type of media. Pintak (2006, p.23) 

suggests that “Al Jazeera staffers have seen themselves as agents of democratic change in a 

region trapped in the grip of autocracies”. That could have been one reason why Al-Jazeera’s 

reporters have been expelled twice from Egypt since the 2011 uprising. Its wide coverage of 

the ongoing events in Egypt the Egyptian government. During the 2011 Egyptian protests, 

on the 30th of January, Al-Jazeera offices were closed and their members, including journalists, 

reporters and cameramen, were ordered to leave the country. A day later, six Al Jazeera 

journalists were arrested by the Egyptian security forces and their camera equipment was 

seized. In addition, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and UAE, as the major allies to the new Egyptian 

government, withdrew their ambassadors from Qatar in 2013 because of what was assumed 

to be meddling in the Egyptian interior affairs.  

                AJE was also blocked in some countries such as Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain, and 

Ethiopia11. AJE had experienced several hacking attempts from non-Arabic countries. 

Ethiopia, in which English is the most used language after the official language, was one of 

the countries that blocked AJE, forcing the latter to change its hosting providers several 

times (Lettice, 2003). However, the role that Aljazeera played during AS by promoting the 

change in Egypt and other Arab countries is not unexpected. According to interviews 

conducted by Barkho (2008), 58% of editors and reporters working for pan-Arab news 

organisations, including Al Jazeera, stressed “encouraging political reform” in the Arab world 

as their most important journalistic priority. It is important to examine this specific perspective 

in Arab media discourse and to compare with another anti-change type of Arab media to 

understand the ideological conflict between these divergent systems. 

         The role that Al-Jazeera had been playing in addressing Arab-Arab issues before the 

eruption of AS was controversial. Aljazeera had been seen by some Arab governments as a 

problematic media network with a suspicious agenda accusing them of conspiring with foreign 

powers to create chaos in the Arab world. It was proclaimed by some government-controlled 

media to be part of a western program, in which some western leaders were implicated, to 

 
11 See http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2013/03/201331793613725182.html 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_Egyptian_protests
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_Egyptian_protests
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2013/03/201331793613725182.html
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cause turmoil in the region, taking into consideration that it had been the first Arab media 

network to interview a top Israeli official (Zayani & Ayish, 2006). However, in a later stage 

and particularly after the burst of Arab revolutions, the network has been accused of 

supporting terrorism through its exclusive breakthrough broadcasting and interviews with 

some top leaders of terrorist organisations such as Aljolani, leader of the Qaeda branch in 

Syria (Aljazeera.com, 2013).  

       Al Jaber and Alareshi (2014, p.25) agree that Al-Jazeera can be considered pro-change 

because they “overcame the barriers, taboos and prohibitions that might have limited the scope 

and depth” of their coverage. However, journalists working at the Al-Jazeera network, 

including Al Jazeera English, whose headquarters later moved to Qatar, are not often allowed, 

or at least have never tried, to criticise the Qatari government or the Emirs in Qatar (Graaf, 

2005, p.15), especially over the controversial elevation of the Ex-Emir Hamad bin Khalifa 

who ousted his father from office and declared himself as the Emir of Qatar in 1996. The 

monarchy-oriented regime in Qatar opened windows for freedom of speech and debate but 

within a restricted zone that limits addressing internal affairs related to the government or 

elites’ practices (Fromherz, 2012, p.28).  

         In addition, Rugh (2004)’s criterion suggested that Al-Ahram can be classified as 

‘transitional’ because it is a semi-official type of media. This contradicts the categorisation of 

several other scholars, for instance, Peterson (2011)’s categorisation, in which he argued that 

the AA network parrots the regime’s position. He categorised media in Egypt into three types: 

state media, party media, and independent media. According to Peterson, Al-Ahram falls 

under the first type. Pasha (2011) agrees with Peterson’s categorisation as he portrayed Al-

Ahram as the mouthpiece of the regime. Interviews conducted with Al-Ahram’s reporters 

revealed that the editorial policy was to show loyalty and support for the government 

(Elmasry, 2011, p.134).  

         According to Cooper (2008), reporting issues such as corruption, poverty, human rights 

abuses, or any similar issues that may incite public opinion was restricted in Al-Ahram 

(Cooper, 2008). He claimed that there was a strict policy that limited the freedom of reporting 

any news related to the personal life or the source of wealth of the high officials in the 

government and in the Egyptian Armed Forces (Elmasry, 2011); the latter, according to 
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German Newspaper Die Welt, “control as much as 45% of Egypt’s economy” (Middle East 

Monitor, 2014). Understanding such a divergence can be the cornerstone of exploring how 

each network reported the recent events in Egypt and the nature of the struggle between the 

army and government from one side and the opposition, particularly the MB, which ruled 

Egypt for one year (see Table: 2.5). 

Table 2.5. Media-Discourse Analysts’ Categorisation of Al-Jazeera and Al-Ahram 

Arab Media Taxonomy 

Arab-Media Analysts Al-Jazeera network Al-Ahram network 

Rugh (2004) Loyalist (ownership) Transitional (semi-official) 

Mellor (2005) Independent  

Pintak (2006) Change promoter  

Barkho (2008) Change promoter  

Cooper (2008)  government-controlled 

Peterson (2011)  government-controlled 

Elmasry (2011)  state-run  

Pasha (2011)  regime-mouthpiece 

Fromherz (2012) government-controlled  

 

 
3.2.4.  Online Media 

         According to Pintak and Ginges (2008), technology has transformed the nature of media 

in the Arab world. Online reporting of local news has become more influential than it used to 

be in the Arab region in the early 2000s (Aday et al., 2012). The authority’s control of media 

seems to have decreased due to the massive volume of information flow by different media 

outlets and, particularly, the Internet (Mohsen, 2013), through which news is updated every 

hour.  

        The focus on online reporting can be significant for several reasons. Rugh’s typology of 

Arab media ignored the wide impact of the Internet with its widely increasing number of 
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browsers in the Arab world. Electronic reporting can differ in many ways from traditional 

print media. First, electronic media has been popular with far-reaching effects through the 

growing number of the browsers, especially English-speaking users of the Internet network 

throughout the world. The electronic version of news on the Internet, as a new means of 

communication in media discourse, is not necessarily identical with that of print media but it 

still introduces a relatively similar range of topics and is subject to the same editorial policy 

as the print press (for more information see section: 4.3.1 in chapter four).  

         This research will specifically focus on the online English broadcast at AJE and AAE. 

However, it is important to be aware of the different functions of both the Arabic and English 

versions of these online media outlets that can unveil another angle of the conflict and whose 

purpose is to target English-speaking audience. Several comparative studies have been 

conducted to compare the coverage of the online Arabic websites of Al Jazeera and Al-Ahram. 

These studies revealed that each network reported the uprising in Egypt differently in relation 

to their different ideological orientations.  

      For instance, Alhumaidi (2013) used Fairclough (1992), Van Dijk (1995), and Wodak 

(1995) to compare the coverage of the 2011 Egyptian uprising of AJA and AAA websites. It 

examined the 2011 revolution in Egypt textually and discursively and that included 

lexicalisation and predication, presupposition, verbal process, intertextuality, and topic.  The 

textual and discursive findings revealed that the two news agencies reported the event 

differently. Both news agencies had group polarisation characteristics in their representation 

of the uprising. In AAA, the regime was reported as the ingroup while the outgroup was the 

regime opposition (protestors). In contrast, the ingroup in AJEs coverage was the protestors 

in Al-Tahrir Square while the outgroup was the Egyptian government. However, exploring 

how both outlets construed the Arab revolutions in their English versions can provide valuable 

insight. It is significant to learn how AJE and AAE websites represent the Arabic events when 

they target an English-speaking audience. 

 

3.2.5.   International Audience and Counter-Hegemonic Aspirations 

             Before the outbreak of AS, the ideological divergence in media discourse between the 

AJ network and other regional networks in their coverage in English editions had been minor 

in terms of their representation of certain regional Arab versus non-Arab conflicts such as the 
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American war in Iraqi and the Israeli-Palestinian question. Instead, they had shared a strong 

anti-hegemonic attitude to Western media coverage (e.g., Barkho, 2008; De Graaf, 2008; and 

Dimitrova & Connolly-Ahern, 2007).  There has been a struggle for dominance between Arab 

media networks from one side, and western media, especially the American media, from the 

other. Arab media had been involved into a counter-hegemonic battle to end the total western 

monopoly in global coverage that they long enjoyed with no regional competition or diversity 

of voices in the era before the US invasion in Iraqi in 2001 (Seib, 2005, p.601). The west/Arab 

struggle stressed the need for these Arab media outlets to widen their coverage of some local 

affairs and to show them on a global scale to compete with the giant western media counterparts 

that had a contrasting perspective, and to create contraflows of what was happening on the 

ground from a regional perspective.  

             Abdel Samei (2010, p.26) suggests that Al Jazeera particularly introduced itself as an 

“alternative voice to the Anglo-American monopoly of media outlets, such as CNN or the 

BBC, that have dominated the world of international journalism”. De Graaf (2008) confirmed 

this counter attitude. He employed Fairclough’s three-dimensional framework (1992b) and 

Van Dijk (1995) to compare the news coverage of AJE English with CNN’s on the withdrawal 

of Israeli settlers from Gaza in 2005. He aimed at examining whether AJE produced a counter-

hegemonic ideology to the dominating Western news agencies. Findings showed both 

agencies have ingroup-outgroup polarisation characteristics. AJE represented the Palestinians 

as the ingroup while the Israelis are represented in its coverage as the outgroup, but that 

representation was completely the opposite in the CNN’s coverage. Results also revealed that 

the ingroup in each network was represented positively while the outgroup was construed 

negatively. AJE produced a counter ideology in explicit and sometimes implicit manner 

referring to the Palestinians’ practices as ‘resistance’ rather than ‘terrorism’ as an attempt to 

‘re-contextualise’ American discourse and its representation of the event and the social groups.  

This counter-hegemonic attitude shows one divergent aspect between the English and Arabic 

versions which highlights the significance of exploring their ideological perspective. 

        Similarly, the US invasion in Iraq in 2001, which was a key event in the Middle East that 

increased the counter-hegemonic attitude in the regional media, can reveal part of that 

ideological conflict. According to Al-Jaber and Al-Areshi (2014, p.25), “the exclusivity of 

reporting in that war was the prime instigator prompting the Arab media to become active 
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participants in the media world”. Several studies (e.g., Barkho, 2008; De Graaf, 2008; 

Dimitrova & Connolly-Ahern, 2007) have been conducted revealing the competitive attitude 

in Arab media discourse. Dimitrova and Connolly-Ahern (2007) compared the war coverage 

in Iraq in four major media websites - the Guardian, and The New York Times on one hand, 

and AAE and AJE on the other hand - in terms of their frames, use of sources, and tone 

(positive, negative, or neutral). The reason for choosing the UK and the US was because they 

were the lead coalition countries participating in the war.  On the other hand, Egypt and Qatar 

were chosen because of their media power. Results revealed that both AJE and AAE 

negatively reported the US intervention in Iraq. AJE and AAE used the military conflict of 

war frame, which can again be related to their counter-hegemonic ideology towards the US 

existence in Iraq. The western media focused on the reconstruction of Iraq and the long-term 

benefits to frame the war.  

            The coverage of AJE failed sometimes to gain credibility among a western audience. 

Loomis (2009) examined how different the news content at AJE was from other international 

media webpages and the impact of that on the western audience. A content analysis was carried 

out of the world news of AJE, the BBC, CBS, and CNN to compare web features including 

the use of hyperlinks, videos, story selection, and sources. Results revealed that its tone 

towards the US was the least positive of all. However, AJE content, including sources, the 

tone, and emotionally charged language, was comparable to the other websites, so its unique 

perspective was difficult to identify. It also revealed that only 3.7% of regional and 

international stories were entirely generated from Al Jazeera’s reporters. As such, Loomis 

argued that AJE did not manage to appeal to a western audience or be perceived as a credible 

source because it did not show its unique perspective from its Middle Eastern vantage point 

that has created its popularity at the regional level.  

          Barkho (2008), however, did not agree with Loomis’s argument. He compared the news 

produced by AJE, BBC, and CNN in their coverage of the Israeli-Palestinian issue and the 

Iraqi war in 2007. Results revealed that the strategic perspective particularly of AJE was 

embedded in its discourse as a range of lexis including names, labels, and other terms, which 

was deep-rooted in the culture and religion. The reason for the different findings between 

Loomis and Barkho could be attributed to the fact that the latter only examined the coverage 

of local Arab issues, whereas the former examined both regional and international issues. 
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3.3. Research Gap  

             The empirical studies that analyse frames linguistically (which increased in the 1990s 

(e.g., Tannan, 1993; Watanabe, 1993)), have stopped short of proposing required analytical 

means to explore how an issue is linguistically coded when exploring frames (e.g., Franzosi 

and Vicari, 2018, p.7). The shortage of scientific works which attend to this methodological 

issue has encouraged some researchers to review the coding schemes which are used to 

measure frames. Franzosi and Vicari (2018, p.22) argue that framing analysts have not paid 

attention to rhetoric and therefore they suggest that measuring how frames “make themselves 

manifested in a text” is somehow vague. Literature here confirms the authors’ argument on 

the scarcity of analytical models to measure not only the rhetorical but also other linguistic 

structures. There is an urgency for a complete rhetorical analysis to code a whole event 

including how social actors/actions are represented. The interplay between grammar and 

evaluation concludes that rhetoric cannot be isolated from script. Therefore, deeper 

investigation can bring more valuable insights. This can be achieved through a qualitative -

research inquiry to analytically describe, interpret, and explain textual and social relations. 

              The researcher assumes two key scholarly gaps to fill; one is related to methodology, 

and it hits the linguistic core of framing. To the best of the researcher’s knowledge, framing 

analysts have not provided a clear approach to measure frames especially in terms of the role 

linguistic structures play in the framing of written media discourse; how each structure 

operates with other structures to stress the inclusion of a particular reality and exclusion of 

other realities; hence the salience of certain meanings and neglection of other alternative 

meanings (which relates to ideology). The other limitation is related to the specific case study 

or the timespan of subject matter which has not been explored before. 

           Frames are rich holders of information; they offer the structural and cognitive means 

to interpret the specific pieces of information they carry. Goodwin (1992) asserts that events 

are embedded in frames which provide the means to interpret them. However, the current 

researcher believes that there is a need to explore the structural means that frames offer, and 

specifically at the descriptive and interpretive levels. The impact of grammar and rhetoric on 

framing is extremely profound which suggests the necessity to search for an alternative 

analytical tool to explore the basic linguistic forms of clauses/sentences of a written narrative 
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instead of interpreting frames based on previously outlined sets of linguistic snippets/ framing 

devices. 

                  To understand how a social group or event is framed, it is important to examine 

the syntactic, script, rhetorical, and thematic structures clause by clause because each cannot 

be investigated in isolation to avoid linguistic fragmentation and decontexualision. The 

literature reveals that theorists in framing outline specific framing cues that are argued to 

provide linguistic evidence which indicates the presence of a frame (e.g., Tannen, 1993, 

Valkenburg and Semetko, 2000…etc.) but the coding procedures to identify linguistics 

especially in the frames of written media are still vague. The researcher assumes that none of 

the coding procedures have provided a clear analytical framework to analyse the influence of 

the various linguistic metafunctions on frames.  Most of the outlined framing cues can be 

uncovered through the different SFL tools. 

               The linguistic features of discourse such as grammar and script (e.g., transitivity, 

modality), semantics and rhetoric (e.g., metaphor, appraisal, and lexical choice), thematic 

structure and cohesion (e.g., legitimation strategies, schemata) should be systematically 

explored to understand how a writer framed an event and how this therefore leads to explaining 

ideology. The linguistic description is a significant dimension of analysis (e.g., Fairclough 

1992a; 1992b; 1995b). For instance, some writers use passive voice to mystify the agent for 

political reasons. This dimension includes how elements of social events such as processes, 

people, objects, times, and places are represented when researchers examine media discourse 

and ideology, they analyse how an event is construed in terms of actors, goals, sensors, and 

similar processes. They analyse what is construed in terms of theme and rheme, the choice of 

modals, representations of social actors and nomination strategies etc.  

             The effect of lexical choice on frames is quite significant. One way to code this is 

through the appraisal resources and modality analysis. For example, Tannen (1979,1993) 

suggests that negation can be linguistic evidence of a frame which is heightened in 

Engagement and specifically Deny which represents a desalignment with a third party. In 

addition, the adverbials, intensifiers, and adjuncts suggested by Tannen can also be thoroughly 

examined through Engagement, and specifically Counter and Pronounce. Most of these 
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interpersonal meanings can be coded in a systemic manner clause by clause, system by system, 

and category by category in a detailed analytical description which makes it easier for the 

researcher to interpret the linguistic structures following a well-organised syntactic order to 

see how these framing devices are employed and built in a written narrative (see 2.12.2).   

                  Pan and Kosicki (1993) propose a useful theoretical framework, and their four-

structural elements can be the basis to analyse how an event is framed. Yet, their article dates 

from 30 years ago and needs other functional linguistic methods to strengthen it. This will 

help the researcher examine how social groups are represented in terms of the script (e.g., 

acting, sensing, behaving…etc.), and rhetorical functions and meanings. Other media 

discourse approaches can be used as supplements to link the linguistic and social dimensions 

because the textual and discursive practices are related. According to Fairclough (1995a, 

p.133), “the connection between text and social practice is seen as being mediated by discourse 

practice”. He argues that “each discursive event has three dimensions or facets”: textual, 

discursive, and socio-cultural levels” (ibid).  

The second gap is related to the timespan of the subject matter. SRW witnessed several 

major events that could be more revealing in terms of ideology and domestic conflict than the 

2011 revolutions. Still few studies have been conducted to examine that specific stage.  The 

events that occurred in SRW resulted in mass destruction, high death toll, mass arrests, and 

violence across the country that lasted for several months after  the military intervention 

(03JMI). The studies reviewed in the literature explored AJE or AAE in terms of their counter-

hegemonic and ideological discourse compared to western- media counterparts. Thus, they 

uncovered Arab versus western rather than Arab versus Arab media discourse. These works 

examined the anti-hegemonic attitude that Al-Jazeera and Al-Ahram demonstrated when they 

reported regional conflict to an international audience.  

       Other studies were conducted to compare the coverage of the revolution in Egypt in 

Arab versus Arab news agencies but in their Arabic versions, so the target was an Arab or 

Egyptian audience. Comparing the coverage of two Arab news websites that can arguably be 

classified differently, but they share the same cultural and religious backgrounds can provide 

valuable insights. This research will examine how these regional networks report the interior 

issues and why they address an English-speaking audience. 
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3.4.Research Questions 

The researcher will shed light on the controversial nature of the relation between both 

media players in the conflict and their ideological perspective to target an English-speaking 

audience. It will examine how AJE and AAE construed specific events following the two 

major movements i.e., 30JR and 03JMI that marked another swift wave against MB 

government that rose to power one year earlier. The researcher will select specific pairs for 

analysis and employ various methods in framing, CDA, and media discourse to compare how 

each news website framed these events. It will specifically address the following questions:  

1. How AJE and AAE frame key SRW events in Egypt in their reporting? From this key 

question, another sub-question emerges:  

2. If they differ, can we relate the difference to their ideological orientations? 

In the following chapter, the researcher will present the research methodology, 

detailing how the research is designed, what problem it addresses, and what questions it seeks 

to answer. It will also set the research main objectives and specify which data-sampling 

procedure will be applied and which methods will be used to conduct a comparative discoursal 

analysis between the two online media agencies: AJE and AAE. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

METHODOLOGY 

Introduction 

The current chapter opens with a rationale which discusses the philosophical position 

of the research. It describes the influence of discourse, the interplay between discourse and 

social practice, and between social practice and context. Then, the chapter is divided into three 

main sections: research design, research activity, and methods of analysis respectively. It 

outlines the methodological approach that the researcher will follow. First, the chapter will 

introduce which type of research design was used to conduct the inquiry. This leads to a brief 

reminder of the research problem that sparked the researcher’s interest to conduct this study, 

and then provides an outline of the main research objectives. The second section of the chapter 

will present the research activity, or the approach the researcher will use for data sampling to 

explain how data will be /was collected and why. The third section will outline and explain 

the methods used to analyse the data and the coding procedures.   

Rationale 

Language is a form of social activity which operates in wider context. It is a means to 

construct social reality. Language has various functions in context which is part of a broad 

social system of symbolic signs and utterances which are produced in various times and places 

(Lemke, 1995).  It is described, analysed, and interpreted in terms of its semiotic system which 

is embedded in a social context. Halliday explains that the relationship between context and 

language is realised by their functional operation of constructing meanings (Halliday, 2012). 

Meanings which language creates, are chosen among a set of other alternative meanings in 

particular context. The meanings cannot be divorced from the social contexts where social 

structures of expectation activate. 

Text is a part of discourse. It is another form of social activity within language that is 

produced to define reality. According to Bakhtin (1981), text is heteroglossic in nature because 

it reflects and favours one reality or ideology over other realities or ideologies. Pan and 

Kosicki (1993, p.4) assert that texts consist of “organised symbolic devices which interact 
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with the individual’s memory for meaning and construction”. Text is affected by a range of 

similar/different voices and a range of viewpoints that are part of wider social relations 

embedded within a particular social context.  

The social context is categorised into context of situation and context of culture. The 

context of situation encompasses two categories: genre and register. It consists of three 

variables; Field which refers to the ideational metafunction or experiential meanings. The 

second component is Tenor which represents the interpersonal metafunction or interpersonal 

meanings. The third variable is Mode which refers to the thematic metafunction or message 

(Halliday, 2012). 

Chapter two has discussed the key role discourse plays as a constitutive of social 

practice and a carrier of ideology (e.g., Fairclough, 1995a and 1995b). Discourse denotes a 

whole communicative process though which meanings are created within different symbolic 

systems in which language operates. The social influence of discourse cannot be downplayed 

as it functions to define reality. Discourse is significant because its influence goes beyond 

describing things by also doing things (Hardy, et a., 2000, p.1231). Discourse is  not only 

social, but it is also intellectual, cultural, and political activity. Through discourse, ideologies 

are constructed and transformed so in that sense, discourse is also ideological because it is a 

way to access dominance and control.  Each ideology attempts to construct its own discourse 

to gain power and social acceptance against other dominant discourses in the society 

(Fairclough, 1992b). Ideologies construct meanings which generate production, reproduction 

and transformation of power and control (ibid).  

Media is one of the influential social institutions in which ideologies are reproduced 

through the social groups who have power which is used to create, authorise, or legitimise 

their discourses. Framing was introduced as a significant principle to study media discourse. 

It reviewed how framing theorists such as Goffman define framing and feature its main 

linguistic cues or ‘framing devices’ which indicate the existence of a frame. It explained the 

manipulation of journalistic practice through the inclusion of certain meanings and the 

exclusion of other meanings. It discussed how media can reflect the ideologies of a dominant 

social group who have a journalistic influence on that media institution.  
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SFL is an effective linguistic means to study the metafunctional diversity of the 

language (e.g., Halliday, 2004). A close linguistic analysis through SFL and other media 

discourse methods can reveal one important dimension in relation to the descriptive use of 

language. The current thesis does not only aim to explore one or two language metafunctions. 

It is rather meant to explore the different categories of meanings including experiential, 

interpersonal, and textual, since they cannot be examined in isolation. All together, they can 

enable us to understand how the examined events and social actors i.e., MB and the military 

are framed linguistically. 

The ideational meanings could reveal how MB and the military are represented in 

terms of grammar. Here, the researcher can conduct a close transitivity analysis to identify the 

script structure of the examined story clause by clause (e.g., Halliday, 2011). The interpersonal 

meanings can be examined to reveal the function of subject and how the action is construed 

in terms of meaning.  This can be achieved by carrying out an Appraisal analysis (Martin & 

White, 2005) and Modality analysis (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2004) to explore texts system 

by system and type by type. The analytical process could identify the rhetorical structure such 

as stylistic and lexical choice, evaluative language…etc., and by doing so, it reveals the clause 

as an exchange. The textual meanings could be inferred from the interplay between the 

ideational and interpersonal metafunctions. Van Leeuwen’s strategies and Entman’s probe 

could be used to identify the thematic structure or the clause as a message.  

4.1 Research Design

   The approach followed by the current work is a qualitative research inquiry within 

discourse analysis. The researcher conducts the inquiry following certain types of research 

design relevant to the nature of the subject matter. The three main purposes for conducting 

research are: to describe, interpret and explain a phenomenon of interest (Marshall & 

Rossman, 2006). Qualitative research inquiry is a broad approach researchers tend to use when 

conducting research as an effective means to explore social circumstances (Liamputtong, 

2019).  From one angle, this dissertation can be exploratory and the basic role of this type of 

research design is to “tackle new problems on which little or no previous research has been 

done” (Brown, 2006, p.43). The research is descriptive as the focus is to describe the 

“explored” phenomenon of interest and specifically the salient actions, events, beliefs, 
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attitudes, and social structures occurring in this phenomenon (Marshall & Rossman, 2006). it 

aims to investigate unclear phenomena, identify significant categories of meaning, and 

(potentially) produce a hypothesis or research questions to guide the research process 

(Marshall & Rossman, 2006) explaining “what events, beliefs, attitudes, or policies shape this 

phenomenon” (Marshall & Rossman, 2006). 

             The research design is also contextual.  Contextualisation is concerned with meanings, 

and the emergence of meanings through context. The circumstances and settings in which the 

data are gathered and analysed become of extreme significance. According to Creswell (2009, 

p. 18), studying “the context or settings of participants validates the accuracy of findings”. 

Through the context, all participants in the second-wave events are steeped in their cultural 

and social context, and this context affects their beliefs and attitudes (Holloway and Brown, 

2016), which can also be reflected in the discourse of their own media outlets. 

Being aware of the context will lead to the third research design employed: an 

interpretive approach of which the main function is to find answers to factual information 

questions such as what, why, and how (Marshall and Rossman, 2006). It helps the researcher 

to understand what the salient themes, patterns, or categories of meaning for participants are 

and how they relate to and interact with one another. Although the answers are not final or 

conclusive, because this is not the goal of this type of research, it is still significant to consider 

the research questions within that particular context. 

            In summary therefore, this research study describes aspects of content, explains the 

phenomenon under study, and interprets as appropriate within context. It is specifically 

focused on the online English versions of Arabic-news agencies. Arab media are classified to 

be a state-run, or ‘loyalist’ type of media in addition to transitional, independent, or diverse 

media (e.g., Rugh, 2004; Mellor, 2005; and Peterson, 2011’s categorisations).  

The current research describes Arab media discourse and their English-version 

coverage of the revolution which erupted in 2013 and the key events and actions which 

occurred throughout the second phase of AS and the agenda of each party involved. The thesis 

describes what happened in the second phase, or wave, of AS in which ideology and politics 

integrated and clashed, which was reflected in the discourse of Arab media and specifically, 

here, AJE and AAE. 

Then, the inquiry takes us to the second stage to put all of the revealed meanings 
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through the descriptive inquiry under the microscope for interpretation. The researcher’s 

interpretations play a vital role in such qualitative studies since it brings “subjectivity to the 

fore, backed with quality arguments” (Garcia & Quek, 1997, p.459). One of the main features 

of qualitative-research inquiry is the fact that it is a form of interpretive inquiry in which 

“researchers make an interpretation of what they see, hear, and understand,” and these 

interpretations “cannot be separated from their own backgrounds, history, contexts, and prior 

understanding” (Creswell, 2009, p.176); the latter also highlights the significance of context 

as a key factor to consider when the researcher interprets their data. This is congruent with the 

current research, which uses specific methods of media discourse analysis to interpret what 

happened, why it happened, and with whom it happened.  

      This research will relate these meanings to context, which in this case is Egypt. This will 

provide an insight into the outlook of the historical, political, and ideological background that 

framed the second eruption in Egypt. Being aware of that context will be another dimension 

from which to understand how it determined media coverage at AJE and AAE especially in 

the times when the conflict accelerated to result in a series of violent events during the second 

phase of AS. 

4.2 Background of the Research Problem 

             The Arab world, and specifically Egypt, had not witnessed any gatherings flooding 

into and marching on streets against their regimes since the coup/ military intervention in 

Egypt against the monarchy in 1956. The second stage, or wave, of AS began when the 

military intervened to oust President Morsi from power, followed by a rapid sequence of 

events to the intervention, such as the mysterious disappearance of President Morsi and the 

military dispersal of protestors from their sit-in occupations at several locations in Cairo such 

as Rabaa and Al-Nahda Squares, where protestors who were supporting the overthrown ruling 

party demonstrated against what they claimed to be a military coup. The 3rd of July military 

intervention (03JMI), led to several responses by the ousted party supporters, which in turn 

led to clashes and confrontations with the new authority forces and police. This led to an 

eruption of violence and chaos across the country. 
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Research Objectives 

     The following are the research objectives which specifically aim to: 

1. Describe the online publications of AJE and AAE and the main characteristics of SRW 

as reported by each of them, 

2. Interpret what happened, why it happened, and with whom it happened, 

3. Explain the discourse as reported by AJE and AAE related to SRW and provide the 

context and related settings of the characteristics of SRW from the AJE and AAE 

perspectives on the socio-political, cultural, and ideological backgrounds, and finally, 

4. Present the analyses in a synoptic theoretical framework. 

4.3. Research Activity 

           The current research study aims to examine the ideological battle over hegemony at 

two leading Arab networks and specifically their English reporting during an advanced stage 

of AS. It will specifically investigate how these two English websites represented several 

events which occurred in SRW according to their own perspectives. It will explore the 

coverage of the 03JMI and specific related controversial events in Egypt by two conflicting 

news portals - AJE and AAE. The reason for choosing AJE and AAE has already been 

presented in the literature review chapter. The following sections will clarify the purpose of 

choosing a specific news genre and the procedures followed for data sampling.  

 

4.3.1 News Genre/Medium   

         Online news journalism is chosen as the most appropriate genre for data collection in 

this dissertation for several reasons outlined below: 

1. Online media has been popular with far-reaching effects through the growing number 

of browsers, especially English-speaking users of the Internet network throughout the 

world. Online reporting of local and regional news has become more influential than 

it used to be in the Arab region in the early 2000s (Aday et al., 2012). It has decreased 

the authority’s control of media due to the massive volume of information passing 

through different online media outlets (Mohsen, 2013), through which news bulletins 

are updated every hour or less. The influence of online news media has recently been 

recognised by television corporations. They have underestimated the importance of the 

Internet and its integration to the production of news. Instead, this genre was used as 
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“a complementary or supporting format for their offline products” (Chan-Olmsted and 

Ha, 2003).  

2.  It could be related to the nature of both networks, which are categorised as news 

networks devoting all their coverage to the publication of news products on their 

different broadcasting channels. The archived online news is the news genre selected 

for data collection; this is a type of reporting that played a significant role and has 

transformed the nature of media in the Arab world (Pintak & Ginges, 2008).  

3. Online archived reporting is also a significant genre to use for examination because of 

the nature of this type of reporting being interactive and engaging. Online news 

websites have been the most convenient choice for Internet users (Ahmad, 2017) via a 

wide variety of portable devices such as smart phones, tablets, laptops etc. 

4. Online reporting is especially important in times of conflict when events accelerate 

and develop rapidly, causing the need for immediate reporting. This needs constant 

updating, which does not always allow sufficient time for editing. It could be argued 

that this feature could also be offered by 24-hour broadcast media but due to “the 

weaker connection” with audience (Ismail, 2019), this medium of media may provide 

more room for manipulation than online interactive media since the earlier is a one-

direction type of communication distancing other voices and limiting space for 

participation. Even if these 24-hour broadcast media give a chance for viewers to 

interact, the number of participants would still be very limited due to the difficulty of 

accessing live TV shows. 

5. Compared to other news genres, online archived news data can be more convenient, 

easier to access and search at the click of a button, and safer in terms of money and 

time (Benfield, 2006, p.02). 

            Articles and columns in the opinion sections were avoided since it could be argued that 

these pages often come to express the opinions of external writers. Therefore, they may not 

necessarily reflect the ideological perspective in both agencies compared to daily news 

reportage that are produced by internal writers. Although this matter is disputed by several 

others such as Pasha (2011, p.66) who suggests that what is written in the opinion section is 

still compatible with the dominant ideology held by the news publication. In contrast, news 

reports usually mediate the event without, purportedly, interference on the part of the reporter, 
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which could reveal part of the ideological base of the network towards a specific event or 

group. They are narrated swiftly to update the reader with the accelerating events in times of 

turmoil and riots, which can better reveal how each media outlet represented an event (Ismail, 

2019).   

 

4.3.2 Data Sampling Procedures  

          Non-probability sampling was followed for data selection which employed the 

procedure of purposive and convenience sampling. Non-probability sampling is “a sampling 

method in which the selection of [samples] is based on subjective judgment rather than 

random” sampling (Doherty, 1994, p. 25), which is congruent with the design of this 

qualitative research. The main purpose of choosing non-probability sampling is because it 

targets the international audience of the online media specifically on SRW (for more about 

audience see section: 2.9 in chapter two). It is also a convenient way of sampling and 

examining specific archived online reporting which belong to different systems of Arab media, 

pro-change or transitional versus anti-change or state-owned sources of media reports. The 

samples here are easy to recruit and it is also purposive sampling because the collection fulfils 

the intention of the researcher, and the reports are selected based on his credibility and 

knowledge (Daniel, 2012) to provide richly textured data, relevant to the issue in question. 

Purposive sampling can be prone to subjectivity, but this is also true in quantitative research 

that uses randomised sampling and objectivity. In qualitative research, subjectivity is what 

makes it qualitative. The purpose is that the reports are basically on SRW and are found in 

English websites. 

           The cherry-picking or personal selection of data could be problematic because it risks 

researcher bias. The danger is whether the texts selected can be a representative of the data as 

a whole. This may affect the legitimacy of the research and the validity of the findings 

(Tenorio, 2011). To avoid this limitation, the timespan of SRW is well thought-out. From 

30JR and 03JMI, the country had been undergoing major events that had split Egyptians into 

two camps: pro- and anti-military intervention. The extracts opted for both sides from 30JR 

forward as the crisis continued to accelerate until 14 August when it reached its peak when 

the military managed to disperse the protestors in the two protestor sit-ins.        

               The sample size will not be large, but this is normal in qualitative-inquiry research 

which tend to be small in order to provide comprehensive case-oriented analysis which  is 
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fundamental in this type of inquiry (e.g., Sandelowski,1995). While dense corpora may offer 

more reliable and valid study results, fine-grained analyses of a small corpus can provide more 

contextualised understanding into the phenomenon under investigation. It gives a deeper 

insight in terms of meaning and context. Besides, a small sample size can also avoid repetitive 

data. Sandelowski (1995, p.183) suggests that qualitative data can be small enough so that 

“deep, case-oriented analysis” is undertaken, and in this way valid results can be achieved. 

             The media online index of both websites was used to retrieve any stories that pertained 

to 30JR and 03JMI. The wide options available in each online agency index allow the 

advanced research feature to limit the manual search to include or exclude any news section/s 

from the scope of search. The online search engine will be used to search for specific keywords 

or key phrases in a selected section, or sections within a given time span. The socio-political 

struggle and culture should be considered when choosing keywords. According to Williams 

(1976), the origin of a word is embedded in culture. This could be useful to understand its 

meaning which could be affected by political conflict over how to define social groups or 

events. However, instead of labelling it ‘keywords’, it was replaced to ‘key terms’ to avoid 

confusion in the current research 12. 

First, the occurrences of the phrase ‘30 June revolution,’ ‘counter-revolution,’ ‘03 July 

military intervention,’ or ‘03 July military coup,’ and several key terms which related to the 

major event were retrieved. The key terms also included the main social groups in the conflict 

such as ‘Muslim Brotherhood’ or ‘MB’, ‘Morsi’, ‘El-Bablawi’ who was appointed as the 

interim Minister of Interior, and ‘Ibrahim’ who was the interim Prime Minister then. 

 

Figure 4.1. Timelines of events as visualisation 

(Adopted, but modified, from: https://www.aa.com.tr/en/politics/egypts-failed-revolution-a-5-year-
timeline/510417 ) 

 
12 The use of the term ‘keyword’ is not identical to how the term is used in corpus linguistics and is not 
restricted to the list of cultural key words proposed by R Williams. 

25 Jan, 2011 Egyptians hold demonstrations to protest against Mubarak's 
government 

11 Feb, 2011 Mubarak steps down, ending his 30-year rule, and asks the army 
to form a new government

30 Jun,2012 Morsi's family swears in his cabinet 

30 Jun, 2013 Massive anti-Morsi protests are held in Cairo and other cities 
demanding him to step down as president

03 July, 2013 The army removes Morsi from office and puts him under arrest

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/politics/egypts-failed-revolution-a-5-year-timeline/510417
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/politics/egypts-failed-revolution-a-5-year-timeline/510417
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             The search also included two categorisations of key terms. The first category was 

directly associated with these major events such as ‘revolution’, ‘protesters’, ‘coup’, ‘Egyptian 

regime’, ‘massacre’, ‘clash’, ‘Morsi disappearance’, ‘terrorists’, and ‘Rabaa Square’. The 

second category of key terms was concerned with the international reaction towards the 

practices and violations which occurred throughout the events. The former key terms were 

searched in addition to more key terms such as ‘World Community’, ‘USA’, ‘United Nations’, 

and ‘sanctions’.  After completing the process of retrieval, lexical items were manually 

reviewed to ensure that the content of the retrieved search results was related to the major 

event – 30JR and 03JMI. It was found that some of the retrieved items within the results of 

the key terms search were irrelevant to the key variables. For instance, some results referred 

to previous military intervention such as the Ittihadiah Palace intervention. Eight sets of news 

stories were initially chosen through Lexis-Nexis. The purpose of selection is thematically 

based, covering the main controversial events and practices that occurred in that period and 

which received wide media coverage. After the collected stories complete, a final filtered set 

of four pairs from AJE and AAE were be selected for analysis.  

 

Procedures to Choose the Data: 

Step 1: manual thematic-based search for key events related to the major event – 30JR, 

which was the spark that ignited the beginning of SRW.   

Step 2: the timeline of these events should be chronological. 

Step 3: The explored articles at AJE and AAE should at least report one voice 

representing each party involved in the struggle. 

Step 4: there should be at least one pair that reports the international reaction towards 

the events in Egypt to investigate whether it represented any counter-hegemonic attitude. 

To achieve this:   

A. The selected stories report some key events and practices in that stage.  

B. The selection should be balanced and consistent over four news stories for each media 

outlet to compare and contrast the data i.e., each selected pair from AJE and AAE 

reported the same news/event on the same date.  

C. The selection should cover both thematic categories - the key events and the 

international reaction to these events. These events, which occurred in the 40 days 



  
 

 
 
 

93 

following the 03JMI, are thematically related to the two major events, 30JR and 03JMI, 

and to each other as a chronological chain of events. 

  

Based on that procedure, the selected stories are as follows: 

• The first story reported a statement issued by Osama Morsi; the son of the late 

President, regarding the mysterious disappearance of the ousted President. It was 

published on both websites (AAE: 22.07.2013; AJE: 22.07.2013). That statement came 

two weeks after the 03JMI, the same date as the disappearance. The secret taking into 

custody of the late President was at that time one of the most significant issues debated 

in the media.  

• The second selected story was a sample of the western and international reaction 

regarding the accelerating events and the lack of security across the country. It reported 

the US concerns about the current condition in Egypt and its decision to halt delivery 

of military planes to Egypt accordingly (AAE: 25.07.2013; AJE: 25.07.2013).  

• Within this condition of lack of security and the international pressure on the new 

government, the government decided to deal with the situation more strictly and 

forcefully. The third pair of stories reported a warning issued from the Minister of the 

Interior in Egypt to the MB (AAE: 28.07.2013; AJE: 28.07.2013). 

• This warning came 16 days before the most significant event throughout that period, 

which was the military dispersal of protestors at the Rabaa Square sit-in, which had 

been packed with thousands of protestors. Thus, the last pair of events was the biggest 

and the most controversial in terms of death toll and casualties.  It left hundreds of 

people from both sides dead. Thus, the final pair of stories was purposefully selected 

to analyse how each network reported that controversial event (AAE: 14.08.2013; 

AJE: 14.08.2013). See appendices 5A-5D for access to publication from AAE and 

AJE.  

            The selection was, to some degree, balanced to see how each network reported the 

voices of the two opposing sides. The first pre-mentioned pair of stories reported a voice from 

the ‘anti-military intervention’ camp, a statement from the son of the ousted President, while 

the third one came to report the voice of the ‘pro-military intervention’ group, a statement 

from the Minister of the Interior. The US position towards the crisis was one of several similar 
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reactions from different western governments and international organisations such as the 

European Union, World Community, United Nations, and several other human rights bodies. 

For the last pair about the dispersal of the two sit-ins, the choice of the Rabaa Square event 

was important since it reported on similar protestors’ dispersal events that left many people 

dead and injured; it was, however, the most publicized event because the dispersal occurred 

after 40 days of persistent sit-in protests, in which the numbers of protestors had been 

increasing, which explained why the rate of killing was the highest compared to the other 

violent events. With this diverse selection of stories, the current research aims to provide 

insight into the outlook of that period by comparing these four sets of stories published upon 

and immediately after the 03JMI. 
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4.4 Methods of Analysis 

Rationale 

               The present research explores part of the ideological struggle in two dominant news 

agencies in the Arab world: Al-Jazeera and Al-Ahram. It investigates how both publications, 

which belong to different media categorisations (e.g., Rugh, 2004; Barkho, 2008; and Mellor, 

2005), reported a selection of four major events which occurred in Egypt between 3 July and 

14 August 2013, and had the purpose of attracting English-speaking audiences to address 

regional events. It also explores whether the reporting relates to different ideologies. Based on 

the diversity of discourse that is core to AJE and AAE, the analysis is depicted as eclectic 

because it uses corresponding and appropriate ways to review the data in an analytical manner.  

The authors that are used in the work that follows include: 

1. Pan and Kosicki (1993)  

2. Halliday (1994, 2004, and 2014) 

3. Martin and White (2005) 

4. Halliday and Matthiessen (2004)  

5. Wodak and Resigil (2001) 

6. Van Leeuwen (2007,2008) 

7. Entman (1993) 

8. Fairclough (1995) 

9. Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) 

10. Van Dijk (1998, 2013) 

                 As discussed in chapter two, framing is significant because it is concerned with 

media discourse in general terms, and the reporting takes place in a time of conflict. Therefore, 

framing will be an appropriate tool to use in order to explore different media interpretations 

in reporting one single event or issue.  

               Framing is core to media interpretive ‘packages’ (Gamson and Modigaliani, 1989, 

p.27), “reflect[ing] the richness of media discourse and the subtle differences that are possible 

when a specific topic is presented in different ways” (Tankard, 2001, p.97). Frames affect 

interpretation, and more broadly they “shape social-level processes such as public opinion and 

public issue debate” (D’ Angelo, 2002, p.873). Competing frames are usually generated in 

social and political battles over hegemony in media discourse, and that is why several 
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researchers used framing to investigate AS in several recent studies (e.g., Fornaciari, 2011, 

Yehia, 2011; Hamdy & Gomaa, 2012; and Elena, 2016) as reviewed in the previous chapter. 

The framing approach can be further followed using Pan and Kosicki’s (1993) classification 

of structural dimensions of the news, which is / has been drawn on as the primary 

methodological instrument to reveal the lexicogrammatical choices as they unfolded in the 

text. The analysis includes the following three structures borrowed from Pan and Kosicki:  

1. The syntactic structure to analyse the text in a horizontal way; paragraph by paragraph, 

to explore how AJE/AAE writers developed and presented their ideas.  

2.  The script structure to explore the schematic set of expectations in terms of script. 

3. The rhetorical structure to uncover evaluative language and stylistic choices. 

      All are woven together to produce covert messages i.e., hidden meanings. These meanings 

could be identified through a network of schemas activated by frames (Wood et. al, 2018, 

p.01). The salient rhetorical and script patterns would be identified through the progression of 

the syntactic structure that might not be there but are suggested by the specific frame. 

  

4.5.Significance of Using Pan and Kosicki (1993) 

             Three structural framing devices were borrowed and used as the central tool of 

analysis. The framework forms be the base from which to explore and describe the experiential 

and interpersonal meanings i.e., story grammar and evaluation, through the script and 

rhetorical structures. In addition, Pan and Kosicki’s (1993, p.65) structures can “analyse a 

large number of news stories concerning one event or issue and aggregate observations to a 

higher level”. Therefore, this approach can be very effective in assisting understanding   of the 

role played by media to define other people’s reality by favouring one interpretation over 

another (Entman, 1993, p.52) through the identified salient patterns and schema that 

eventually lead the researcher to understand and explain their ideological orientation.  

             Pan and Kosicki (1993) introduced what they termed framing devices - salient 

structural and lexical patterns that work as an indicator signifying an underlying frame. They 

can be found throughout the text based on this typology of structural dimensions in the news, 

which was conducted to examine how AJE and AAE’s writers construed the same events. 

Using this model to analyse an event provides us with a “data matrix of signifying elements” 

(ibid, p.69) that reflects the writer’s own meanings of an event and this matrix links to audience 
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interpretation. According to Pan and Kosicki (ibid, p.60), these meanings are not only 

determined by the text, but they also interact with audience memory or cognitive nodes. The 

framework enables the researcher to explore the structural and lexical features of a news story, 

which can provide an insight into the writer’s intended or preferred meaning through this 

matrix. Frames are generated through the identified salient set of expectations and attributions, 

which provide a context for the interpretation of a news message. 

 

Framework’s Limitation 

            Pan and Kosicki (1993) introduced a categorisation of four structural elements but did 

not specify how to identify the linguistic features or any details of how to carry out the analysis 

in each structure. Although their framework is significant to the following of linguistic study 

and social relations, they argued that their model is “still at an early stage of development” 

(ibid, p.71).  Therefore, the framework was used as an organiser and a presentation device and 

other means of analysis could be applied to locate and identify the meanings for these 

structures. They did not suggest certain tools to uncover these meanings, therefore, several 

Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) categories are used as a qualitative tool to conduct the 

analysis. These SFL methods include:  

I. Transitivity (Halliday, 1994;2004) to identify the script, and in so doing, learn the 

background of a story.  

II. Appraisal resources (Martin & White, 2005) and Modality analysis (Halliday & 

Matthiessen, 2004) to identify the rhetorical structure that tells us about that 

background.  

III. Thematic analysis (Halliday, 2014) to identify the syntactical structure in terms of 

Themes and Rhemes. 

Wodak and Resigil’s nomination categories (2001) were used to investigate social-actor 

representations in terms of nomination.  

4.6.Three Stages of Analysis 

           The eclectic analysis with a variety of methods can be justifiable to pinpoint the 

structural features identified in each text. These features have social functions that enable us 

to interpret the underlying frames and then relate them to social relations as well as linguistic 

relations because texts are relate to the context of the production, which enables us to explain 
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these findings and interpretations in terms of the ideology of AJE and AAE. The analysis 

includes three descriptive and interpretive processes. Syntactic, Script, and Rhetorical, were 

examined through three stages of analysis acting as filters as follows (see Figure 4.2): 

A. Clause/category/system analyses by conducting SFL, including carrying out 

transitivity, appraisal categories, modality, and thematic analyses in addition to 

exploring nomination and LSs. Because the data in this descriptive stage are very large, 

they were moved to the appendices to allow adequate space for interpretation in the 

actual text. 

B. Summary-table analysis (see Table 4.1): this stage has been divided into two sections.  

B1. Analytical-descriptive table for the three-structural dimensions  

B2. Analytical-descriptive narrative to interpret the table findings. 

The three-structural element’s table has been adopted from Pan and Kosicki (1993) to 

synthesise the SFL features retrieved from the first stage, and it is a semi-objective stage 

presented as a bridge; halfway between the description and interpretation. Entman (1993)’s 

four categorical modal and Van Leeuwen (2008) were followed to interpret the analysis of the 

three structures. 

C. Explanation stage to conclude what the whole frame is about based on the 

interpretative data in stage B. Fairclough (1995)’s three-dimensional modal and Van 

Dijk’s Ideological Square will be followed as an umbrella to explain, with more space 

for subjectivity, what is retrieved through the whole descriptive and interpretive 

analyses. 

              The close-grained fine analysis means that the research can only examine a small 

sample of data which can be an advantage because it supports the depth of case-oriented 

analysis which is significant in this type of qualitative inquiry. However, this may affect the 

reliability of a particular outcome. Therefore, Semetko and Valkenburg (2000)’s five typology 

of news framing and specifically the Morality frame, Conflict frame, and Responsibility frame 

was followed. The questions in their coding scheme in each frame were addressed to validate 

the results and findings (see Appendix E). 

          In the section that follows, the data structure and how to analyse data in each stage is 

presented. 
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Table 4.1: Three Structural Elements inspired by Pan and Kosicki (1993) 

Syntactic Structure 

P&K: Inverted Pyramid 

(headline, lead, 

supporting paragraphs, 

and closure) 

Script Structure 

P&K: story-like structure (who, 

what, when, where, and how) 

Rhetorical Structure 

P&K: stylistic choices 

Wodak & Resigil’s nomination categories (2001) 

à Halliday SFL 

Thematic analysis; 

Theme/Rheme. 

à Halliday (1994): (Transitivity 

analysis) 

 à Martin & White (2005): 

(Appraisal resources) 

à Halliday & Matthiessen 

(2004): (Modality Analysis) 

à Van Leeuwen (2007): 

(Legitimation strategies) 

 

 

Figure 4.2: Three Eclectic Filtering-Like Stages. 

Research Probe 

      More specific probes provide the researcher with more useful results. Foddy (1998, p.12) 

suggests that “the least successful probes are either the least specific or the least direct of the 

probes used”. Therefore, instead of using probes that generate general questions such as ‘What 

happened?’, the researcher used a probe that addresses questions with more specific concepts 

such as who was perceived as ‘the Sensor’ in the transitivity process.  Three methods of 

probing were used for data coding in this research. 

      The concurrent probing was used for data coding for two reasons. This probe produces 

Description
Objective SFL 

analysis

Intrepretation
Semi-objective 

synthesis

Explanation
Relate the lingistic 
and soical product 

to context
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highly detailed information and the quality of the information gathered would be highly 

accurate. The limitation of this method of probing is that it cannot stand by itself; it rather 

needs to be backed up with other methods and then give interpretation of the data to increase 

the accuracy of the findings. Therefore, perspective probing was also be used:  and the purpose 

of this coding method is to look at people’s perspective through asking specific questions. 

Scripted probing was also used to examine whether reporters in both media outlets diverged 

from the script when they reported the voice of either party involved in the struggle, and 

whether this had any effect on the original script (Schechter & Whitaker, 1997). The data are 

coded using both inductive and deductive approaches and these probes were used to code the 

script through the transitivity-analysis questions outlined in the following section.  

Pan and Kosicki’s Three Structural Elements: 

4.6.1. Script Structure 

Significance 

           Script is an important structural element by which to explore how a writer frames an 

event. It gives news a story-like structure because it consists of “complete information of an 

event with a beginning, climax and an end”, as well as “characters, actions, and drama” (Pan 

& Kosicki, 1993, p.60). Script is concerned with expectations generated by a familiar schema. 

Script functions as a checklist of events in a chronological order.  

           Schemas refer to the structures of expectation including “participants’ expectations 

related to people, objects, events, and settings in the world” (Tannen & Wallat, 1993, p. 60). 

Frames and schemas engage in an interactive encounter between two or more participants. 

Frames align schemas which participants bring with them with frames establishing deeper 

understanding by providing more interpretations of what is going on13 (Figure: 4.3).  

          The concept of schemata is related to memory, which is perceived as an array of 

cognitive nodal structures with thoughts, feelings, and experiences that are all organised in 

schemas (Schmierbach et al., 2004). Schemata become active particularly in the time of 

conflicting media discourse and the time of “an encounter with a stimulus message, where 

they organise and filter incoming information and integrate it into existing, or prior 

 
13 See section 2.8 in chapter two. 
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knowledge”, and the prior knowledge is suggested to “mediate the power of frames” 

(D’Angelo, 2002, p.875).  

 

Figure 4.3: Script’s element 

 

          The most salient element in a text is not the script itself, it is the script in terms of it 

being a schema, and therefore establishing specific expectations for the audience/reader. 

Therefore, the function of script is not only narrating or reporting everything that happened in 

a news story, but it is rather reporting it in a particular order of expected events in a particular 

context, according to a certain well-known psychological schema. Exploring the linguistic 

features of script can be achieved through conducting transitivity analysis. 

 

IA. Stage One (Clause Analysis): Transitivity 

             The employment of transitivity processes is important to identify script and 

understand the schema that create expectations. It provides answers to the five script questions 

referred to by Pan and Kosicki (1993). For instance, the Material-process analysis or the 

process of doing in the physical world can clarify what protestors/military forces do or what 

is done to them? The Mental process can also reveal how protestors/military forces perceive 

the world and how the world perceives them, and the Verbal process tells what they said or 

what is said about them.  

               The importance of investigating script in terms of Participant, Process, and Goal is 

to identify the doers, the action done, and the recipient in the process. It describes the goings-

on in the real surrounding world. Conducting transitivity analysis will specifically answer the 

following questions in each publication: 

Script

Schema

Frame
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1.  Are the army/protestors placed as Actors? If yes, what are the process types related to 

as Actors? 

2.  Are the army/protestors placed as Goal? If yes, what are the process types related to 

as Goal?  

Coding procedures 

              Through the analysis of transitivity and specifically, Material, Mental, Relational, 

and Verbal processes, each sentence was examined in a separate table. Concurrent probing is 

used for coding these processes which were analysed process by process:  each process in an 

individual row to avoid overlapping among different processes. Hence, for example, if there 

is a projection in a Verbal-process sentence that consists of several processes, it has been 

unpacked and dealt with process by process in order, i.e., analysing each process in a single 

table but which only includes those processes which have a function in the script, not those 

that are part of the rhetorical structure. For instance:  

• “The minister says: all exertions by the ministry are part of our faith to support 

Egyptian people.”  

The projection here consists of three processes; two Material processes in “the ministry exerts 

efforts,” and “the ministry supports Egyptian people,” and one Relational process in “all 

exertions are part…” Each process is analysed in a separate table. In the following tables an 

extra word is added; “effort” which does not exist in the actual text, but it is recoverable from 

the context and therefore a single bracket is used (Table: 4.4). These processes have been 

abbreviated (e.g., ‘Ac’ stands for Actor), and a table of abbreviations will be presented as a 

reference for each.  

 

Table 4.4: example of projection in the Verbal process 

1. he says all exertions by the ministry are part of our faith 

to support Egyptian people. 

Syr  Pr:vrbl Proj.  

 

1A. The ministry exerts (effort) 

Ac Pr: Mat.  
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1B. The exertions are part of our faith 

Ca Pr: Rel At 

 

1C. The ministry support Egyptian people 

Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 

              One of the issues is how to deal with recoverable and unrecoverable participants in 

the text. It could be risky to deepen analysis by providing earlier assumptions to the reader 

who has no clue what a deleted agent might refer to (e.g., those that come in intransitive 

processes). For example, “PM defended the crackdown”; there are two processes involved in 

this statement: the Material in ‘defend’, and the Material through the nominalisational form of 

‘crackdown’. It comes as a lead in a text with no clue what/who is the Actor or the Goal in the 

Material process of crackdown. The agents are mystified, and it is too early and subjective in 

this position of the syntactic structure to guess that. Such unrecoverable agents can be 

interpreted in a narrative in the second stage of analysis. Thus, to deal with a deleted agent, it 

will be first clarified whether it is recoverable from the text, or unrecoverable but still inferable 

(guessable) from the context. A single bracket will be used to indicate that the agent is deleted 

but can be found from the text, and double brackets will be used to imply that the agent does 

not exist in the text, but it can be inferred from the context. 

      Some sentences are straightforward and easy to mark up. However, some sentences could 

be a bit challenging especially those with complicated compounds and overlapping processes 

such as:  

“… citing what he described as “the spread of anarchy and attacks on hospitals and 

police stations.”  

First, the Sayer is deleted in the main clause of the sentence, and this will be tackled by using 

a single bracket because it is recoverable from the text. The Projection in this Verbal-process 

sentence will be broken into four different sub-processes as identified in this example: Verbal, 

Relational, and Material. In the Relational process: “he described it as an attack,” ‘he’ here is 

marked up as Attributor, which is very rare throughout all of the examined eight texts.  

           With some processes, it is not easy to identify whether they belong to script, rhetoric, 

or both.  For example, “security forces shot dead scores of people”; this involves processes 
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that belong to both structures in which ‘dead’ behaves as Attribute in this Attributive-

Relational process. It can also be coded as Value. It inscribes negative Security and evokes 

negative Propriety to evaluate the practice of security forces. Therefore, each process and 

system has been considered to enable the researcher to interpret the analysed data. 

              In terms of the Verbal processes, three types were analysed: verbiage, projection, and 

target. Some clauses need to be unpacked and analysed but some do not, and the latter group 

usually do not perform a significant addition to the key players in the story nor technically to 

the script and therefore they will be left unanalysed. This is one of the challenging issues in 

the analysis; to select which is and which is not relevant and important in terms of script in 

stage two to answer a key Verbal-process script question: what each group (e.g., the 

army/protestors) said and what is said about them. 

IB. Stage Two: Script (Box Analysis)  

              Script constructs a certain schema and in the second stage of script analysis the 

researcher selected the heightened aspects of the schema because that leads to explore how 

the story is framed, because framing is introduced as a schematic set of expectations (Entman, 

1993, p.52). The salient processes in the transitivity analysis in stage one, were be selected 

and listed in a condensed semi story-like table and that will be followed by a narrative to 

interpret the findings in the table. The text is be presented section by section from the headline 

through to the closure, horizontally in one column. Selection is one of the main functions of 

framing. It is “the essence of framing to prioritise some facts, images or developments over 

others, thereby unconsciously promoting one particular interpretation of events” (Norris, Kern 

& Just, 2003, p.09).  

           In script, writers construe participants and events in a particular way that makes the 

reader think about a particular script. He/she presents the event that happened in a particular 

narrative based on their selection and emphasis based on Gitlin’s (1980, p.7) description of 

framing as “persistent selection, emphasis, and exclusion” in a news discourse. Therefore, the 

script column is a synthesis of salient script processes, participants, and circumstances selected 

within familiar schemata.  

             To find out what the story is, what the script is, what is going on and who is doing 

what to whom within each section of the syntactic structure, the salient transitivity processes 

identified in every clause in stage one will be selected in each of the syntactic order: headline, 
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lead, supporting paragraphs, and closure. In other words, the salient actors, actions, goals etc.  

were selected and analysed resulting in this part of the analysis being less objective. 

     Some transitivity processes are easy to code, such as the following Material-process 

sentences: 

• “Security forces open fire at the protestors.” 

• “Police swept the camps”. 

           The above is a clear example that presents the expected role for Actors within the 

schema of a protest. Security forces and police occupy the Actor position while protestors and 

their protesting site come as Goal.  However, the process ‘sweep’ is a lexical choice that can 

also be part of the rhetoric in terms of both Judgement and Graduation, which can interestingly 

have either positive or negative connotations. It evoked positive Propriety concerning the 

army’s operation but at the same time evokes negatively inscribed Propriety with Intensified 

Force in terms of Graduation and this shows part of the subjectivity in Appraisal. There are 

further examples where the clauses come in metaphoric Material processes such as “death toll 

climbs to 626,” in which ‘death toll’ behaves as an Actor. 

             There are some categories where it is difficult to decide whether it says what belongs 

to script or not such as attribution in Engagement. When an attribution relates to an expected 

role within the schema, it will be included in script analysis. For example, when attribution 

seems to give more credibility to a particular statement, it will be included in the script analysis 

such as “the PM gave a speech,” but when attributing that script to the PM such as “The PM 

described the event,” or "The PM: we had no choice but to act," the PM in both examples 

describes the event but is not part of it, so the writer is attributing that script to the PM and in 

this case it becomes part of the rhetoric.  

            Two pairs of the examined texts report speeches of the Minister of Interior and Morsi’s 

son. It is noticed that within the same texts there seem sometimes to be overlapping voices 

i.e., two different scripts, one created by the speaker, and another set up by the writer which 

sometimes intervenes to modify the attributed script. That can be another challenging issue 

but it can be interpreted in the narrative and through the comparative framing analysis between 

each paper since the events examined and the speeches reported are the same. 

           The issue of filtering the processes, to see whether they belong to script or not, is not a 

simple matter. For example, in “the decision to storm the camps was not easy,” the first and 
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second Mental and Material processes in this sentence - “(the government) decide to storm the 

camps”, and “(security forces) storm the camps” - answer main questions in the script: “who 

did what to whom, and how the government perceived the action?” and the Actor is deleted 

but still recoverable. However, the third process in this sentence: “the decision was not easy,” 

does not add anything to the script. It is rather an evaluation of “the decision,” and therefore, 

it belongs to the rhetoric.  

Script and nomination strategies 

               Nomination strategies are significant to explore when social actors and goals are 

investigated in the script, for instance, ‘Obama’ is ‘President Barack Obama’, who is ‘the US 

President’ but each one of these different choices of nominations has a different function in 

terms of social actor representations. For example, when social actors are represented in terms 

of their place such as sit-in, square, camp etc,  this is referred to as metonym, but sometimes 

nomination blends and comes as a combination of two processes such as protest site, that 

would be considered as both actionym; when a social actor is referred to in terms of their 

activity and metonym, when the social actor is referred to in terms of a place. For instance, a 

capital of a country or a residential address is used to refer to the government such as 

Washington, Cairo, White House, or 10 Downing Street, it will be coded as toponym used as 

metonym. Several similar cases of nominations are identified such as “US halts flight delivery 

to Egypt”, in which ‘US’ acts as part of the script. It is categorised as “toponym used as 

metonym,” and this is the way it was labeled by Wodak and Reisigl (2001, pp.48-52). 

However, sometimes places can be used to refer to the nation such as “Egypt,” and in this case 

it can be coded as assimilation and solidarity, and therefore it is not coded as part of the script.  

               Only social representations that are relevant to the research have been selected to be 

employed. For example, when a social actor is referred to in terms of age ‘engaging’ such as 

‘old’ or ‘mental deficiency’ like ‘mad’, it will not be coded as it does not add to the script. 

However, if ‘mad’ was used metaphorically such as ‘we will not allow mad people to disturb 

the peace, which can imply negative connotation to the social actor being irrational, in this 

case, this will be part of the rhetoric and will be coded as Xenonym (see Table 4.5). 
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Table 4.5: Table of social representation by Wodak and Reisgl (2001) 

Selected Categories Linguistic means Examples of Realisations (Types) 

Collectivisation Collectives We, us, they, them, group, team, 

family, army, class...etc.  

Spatialisation Toponyms used as metonymies Deutschland (Germany), Turkey, 

Africa…etc. 

Explicit Dissimilation  Xenonyms ‘alien’, stranger, the others 

Actionalisation  Actionyms,  Asylum seeker, migrant, 

refugee…etc. 

Professionalisation Professionyms/ politonym minister, policeman…etc. 

Ideologisation   Ideologonyms Capitalist Brotherhood 

Nationalisation Nationyms German, Egyptian 

Militarisation  Militaronyms  Army, worrier 

Religionisation  Religionyms  Muslims, Copts  

Organisationlisation Organisationyms Congress, Committee 

 

      To understand how important it is to investigate nominations and how they could deeply 

affect the meaning of a process to make it either part of rhetoric or script, let us consider the 

following example: 

• John Smith attacked the protesters. 

•  General Smith attacked the protestors.   

In the second sentence, they writer nominated the Actor through militarionym, which made it 

part of the rhetoric because the writer here used the military rank to say: believe me my source 

has authority. ‘General’ is granted permission from a governmental institution to do what they 

are doing for security purposes. It creates expectations of military script, military authority, 

army against protestors, different from the first sentence when the Actor was nominated 

through his full name personified attacking the protestors. It is not used as an expression of 

authority to make the reader believe the story, but it is more about expectations, so it belongs 

to script.  However, when Smith is nominated as a second mention; Goal with General Smith 

being the earlier distant first mention; Actor i.e., ‘General Smith attacked Smith,’ it may imply 

that Smith is either a helpless Goal nominated through individualised, and in this case General 

Smith, who is a member of the military institution, is responsible for the problem. If the 
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individual Smith is construed or has been identified as a terrorist in the context, the General 

in this case did their duty against a Goal that could be a threat to national security. Further 

discussion about the different types and functions of rhetorical structure in terms of 

nominations follow in the next section.  

 

4.6.2. Rhetorical Structure 

Significance 

             Defined by Pan and Kosicki (1993, p.61) as Stylistic choices, Rhetorical structure can 

be described as an additional power to emphasise certain aspects of reality in a text. Its focus 

is about details, authority, and emotions involved in the script. It does not tell us what the 

problem is, but it rather gives extra details about it through the evaluation of processes. Its 

purpose is to make the reader believe the story. Rhetorical structure functions to “increase 

salience of a point and increase vividness of a report” (Pan & Kosicki, 1993, p.62) through 

specific evaluative tools such as metaphor, exemplars, catchphrases, depictions, and visual 

images. “These devices are used to maximise the survival of the writer’s observations and 

interpretations introduced as facts or to increase the effectiveness of news” (ibid). The effect 

is to reinforce the legitimacy and authority of the other news stories as being factual. In so 

doing, the truthful value of the frames of news discourse is enhanced, and so is the likelihood 

of these frames being accepted. The researcher investigated rhetorical structure by employing 

appraisal and modality analyses. Only those rhetorical devices that align with the analysis and 

have an evaluative role in the schema were examined. Multimodality is not in the scope of this 

research so visual images will not be explored which is a potential limitation of this study.  

Appraisal resources (Martin & White, 2005) and the modality approach (Halliday & 

Matthiessen, 2004) were employed to uncover the interpersonal meanings (tenor) of a text. 

This identified the lexical choice, attribution, labels as well as modal auxiliaries to analyse the 

rhetorical structures. Pan and Kosicki (1993, p.63) gave an example of the designation of 

Nicaraguan anti-government rebels who were labelled as ‘freedom fighters’ suggesting that it 

is a salient signifying cue indicating an underlying frame that reveals a “clear ideological 

orientation” but, like the script, they did not provide a specific tool on how to identify these 

features. Therefore, this was coded through Appraisal and in this case, it is positive Propriety 

in terms of Judgement. Therefore, conducting appraisal analysis is significant since it explores 
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the salient rhetorical systems in a detailed interpersonal process, while investigating modality 

reveals the writers’ attitude towards social actors or events. 

IIA: Appraisal Resources 

Appraisal analysis (illustrated in Figure 3.6) was employed to identify the lexical 

choices, labels, and other evaluative processes in every examined text in order to understand 

how they framed their online reporting. AAE and AJE texts were analysed by applying three 

systems: Attitude, Engagement and Graduation. The Attitude system focuses on the lexical 

terms (or labels) that can be interpreted to carry a positive or negative connotation of actors, 

events, things, places, etc. the Attitude system is subdivided into three main subsystems: 

Affect, Judgment, and Appreciation. Engagement is related to the writer’s attitude - whether 

excluding any external view (Monoglossia) or admitting it (Heteroglossia). On the other hand, 

Graduation, the other system employed to identify appraisal, consists of two main categories, 

which are Force and Focus. (See Figure 4.4). 

           In the coding procedures, there is a separate table for each section/paragraph to analyse 

appraisal. The appraisal systems were analysed in terms of Attitude with its three subsystems, 

Engagement with its two subsystems, as well as in terms of Graduation with its two types and 

subtypes. Attitude features are underlined. Engagement’s features are in parentheses, and 

Graduation’s are highlighted in bold font (See Table: 4.6). For more explanation such as who 

is the target of the evaluation, the researcher will add it in double brackets. The whole coding 

processes will be placed in the appendices.  

Table 4.6: Appraisal Coding’s table: Stage 1 

SN police has been fighting (“terrorists”) 1 for three days to restore 
security 2. 

 
Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1 Inscribed Judgement: -Propriety 
2Inscribed affect :-Security 

Engagement Heteroglossia: Expand; Acknowledging [[ the writer’s 
positioning]] 

Graduation  Force; quantifying  
 

 

IIB: Modality Analysis 

The other SFL method utilised to identify the rhetorical features is Modality, because, 

according to Halliday (1994), it is “the area of meaning that lies between positive and negative 

polarity”, which is significant when analysing different media interpretations about two 
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conflicting groups of people. Modality analysis is not only concerned with the basic modal 

auxiliaries but also with adverbs of frequency and sentence adverbials such as ‘supposedly,’ 

‘apparently,’ ‘purposefully,’ etc., or expressions that semantically function as adverbials such 

as “the-so-called,” etc. Journalists may use such devices differently in their accounts of why 

they find a specific activity or behaviour obligated, unobligated, possible, impossible, 

unlikely, or inevitable.  

           Modality is divided into two types: Epistemic modality which is related to possibility 

and prediction and Deontic modality which expresses obligation and permission. 

         In the coding procedures, there is a separate table for each section/paragraph to analyse 

appraisal. The appraisal systems will be analysed in terms of Attitude, with its three 

subsystems, as well as in terms of Graduation, with its two types and subtypes. Attitude 

features are underlined while Graduation’s are highlighted in bold font. The whole coding 

processes are added to the appendices.  

         In the modality analysis, each identified modal was dealt with separately. First, the 

sentence in which the modal involved is introduced with the modal being underlined such as 

“The Morsi sit-ins had to be dispersed,”. Then, there is a table to explain the modal features 

in terms of modality types (see Table: 4.7). 

Table 4.7: Modality analysis 

           

  The different use of modality can signal the writer’s positioning towards the act of the 

players, such as protestors and government, in an event. However, the meanings of each of 

these modals can sometimes be debatable. For example,  

“We found that matters had reached a point that no self-respecting state could 

accept.” 

Modal 
Type of 

Modality 
Value/Degree of Commitment 

Explicit/Implicit 

Mode 

Orientation 

(objective/subjecti

ve) 

  High Median Low   

had to 
Deontic-

Obligation 
ü    Implicit Objective 
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The writer here made explicit the high probability of revealing a subjective orientation, but 

one may argue that “could” also can be coded as ability in that context. This can be possible, 

and it is perfectly normal in modality in which “one type often blends into another” (Bartlett, 

2014, p. 111).  

IIB. Stage Two (Box Analysis) 

           The salient appraisal and modality features identified in stage one have been selected 

and analysed under the rhetorical column. In the Table, each feature is listed in a semi story-

like structure. The analysis began with those inscribed evaluative features then built up with 

evoked features. The termed `inscribed' refers to the explicit Appraisal system. The evaluation 

in the inscribed category is presented in an explicit manner through lexical items that carry the 

Judgement value such as aggressive, corrupt, devoted etc. In contrast, the term ‘evoked’ refers 

to the tokens of Judgement that are presented implicitly. However, the researcher has applied 

caution not to read too deeply into analysing evoked evaluation, to avoid subjectivity. The 

following example explains the coding process: 

• “The PM defended the decision to order the crushing of the camps.” 
 
 First, “the crushing of the camps” was analysed and is coded here as Inscribed: Attitude; 

Affect: -Security. Then, the other evoked appraisal category was coded. So, if the target here 

was Egypt, presumably the government could argue that crushing the camps is positive 

Security.  It implies negative portrayal of the PM through his defending of “the decision to 

order the crushing,” which is marked up as:  evoked; Judgment, Social Sanctions: -Propriety. 

“Crushing” then was coded as “Intensified Force in terms of Graduation,” which heightens 

the meaning of overuse of force by the military.  

Some features, especially those coded as Attribute in transitivity, are moved from 

script to rhetoric because they do not perform any significant function to the main script 

questions, who, what, when, and where such as “almost deserted” in “Alexandria’s street were 

almost deserted”.  

         Some processes in the examined texts are clear to mark up. It is quite clear in some of 

the processes as to how they should be marked up. However, some others may carry more 

than one feature in terms of appraisal, and therefore the researcher refers to every possible 

system and this has been interpreted in the analytical narrative. These overlapping appraisal 

types may have explicit/inscribed as well as implicit/evoked meanings.  For example,  
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• The decision to disperse the camp was not easy. 

In appraisal terms, the decision “was not easy” can be coded as: inscribed; Appreciation; 

+Complexity. However, it also can carry another evoked meaning evaluating the speaker this 

statement is attributed to, and in this case, it can also be marked up as: evoked; Affect:-

Inclination. 

         Graduation is a very important aspect to identify in the rhetorical structure because it 

heightens the meanings. Quantifying, for example, is a subcategory of Force in the Graduation 

system that can be an effective tool to marginalise opponents and enforce certain aspects of 

reality through Upscaling or Downscaling such as 500 people left dead and injured. Pan and 

Kosicki (1993, p.69) heighten the significance of using quantitative terms as a rhetorical 

device when they analysed the rhetorical structure of the article about an Anti-abortion rally: 

“Quantification helps enhance the empirical quality of the news story. It may also be 

interpreted to marginalise or magnify the anti-abortion groups by readers with 

different conceptual orientations concerning the abortion issue."  

          Throughout the analysis, some quotations are identified in several occurrences 

throughout the examined texts. This is important to refer to because quotations usually 

function to increase salience and take the reader’s attention to certain aspects of reality such 

as: 

“All police exertions are a result of their return to the "side of the Egyptian people”. 

        In this statement, ‘returning to the side of Egyptian people’ is heightened in a scare quote 

to increase salience in this evoked +Propriety category in Judgement and distance the writer’s 

voice in Engagement, and by doing so it heightens national unity and marginalises opponents 

who are positioned on the other side of the conflict. 

         News reports use designators such as "sources" or "the Administration" to give 

indications of the authoritativeness of an action or a statement.  Authority is also employed as 

part of the rhetorical structure although it is debatable whether it can be part of the rhetorical 

or thematic structure. Themes here refer to the writer’s own intended or preferred meanings 

embedded in the story. According to Pan and Kosicki (1993, p.60), “a theme is presented or 

implied, and evidence in the forms of journalists' observations of actions or quotations of a 

source is presented to support the hypothesis”. Although Pan and Kosicki (1993) consider it 

to belong to the thematic structure and although it is one of Van Leeuwen’s (2008) four 
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Legitimation categories, authority and sources  were analysed as part of the rhetorical because 

they enhance the credibility of a statement and their role is to create emotional salience in 

order to make certain bits last in the memory, and metaphor and other things vague, making 

the language more striking in certain bits where the purpose is to make the audience believe 

the story. It is related to the outcome and therefore authority and attribution have been 

considered as part of evaluation. For instance: 

“Hazem el-Beblawi says decision to storm pro-Morsi protest camps in Cairo “was not 

easy”.  

        Hazem el-Beblawi is attributed as a source with emphasis on his personal feelings 

nominated through full name “personification”, which makes it belong to rhetoric raising the 

significance of investigating nominations when analysing the rhetorical structure. 

       Wodak and Reisigl (2001) borrowed and adapted Van Leeuwen’s (1996) system network 

of representation for social actors in discourse. This helps understand how social actors are 

represented in terms of the different categories of nomination and the purpose of each 

category, guiding how to determine whether it can be part of the rhetorical or script structures. 

For example, “Egypt’s prime minister defends deadly crackdown,” Egypt can be labelled as 

Assimilation according to Wodak and Reisigl’s (2005, p.48) Representation Categories of 

Social Actors. The purpose of this is to show solidarity and affiliation so the government and 

Egyptians belong to each other, and this is part of the rhetorical, not script structure but prime 

minister is still part of both. 

4.6.3. Syntactic Structure 

Significance 

          The syntactic structure refers to the sequential organisation of a news discourse. 

Thematic analysis will be conducted to investigate the Theme/Rheme in the Syntactic 

progression of a story. The analysis of Themes yields the same conclusions of the event with 

further interpretations emerging. Marked theme will be specifically examined in this research 

to reveal how AAE/AJE writers change the syntactic sequence of a clause to frame a specific 

event. Marked theme “signals a shift in focus” (Bartlett, 2014, p.135) and the more it occurs 

in a text, the more likely an implicated meaning will be meant/intended to be conveyed 

(Davidson, 1980). According to O’Grady (2017, p.06), in declarative mood, the Marked theme 

is associated with the first experiential element which is not the subject (the clause’s thematic 
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potential), but it can be either a Circumstance or a Complement. For instance, it can be found 

in temporal circumstance and adverbials like “On Monday I visited the museum” or comes in 

fronted objects such as “a set of features, the new smart phone would have”, and can also be 

found in fronted head of a verb phrase. It also occurs in a Complement such as “Alex Ferguson 

I don’t think he would return to coach Man United.” 

              The last row of each analysed sentence in the transitivity analysis, which is placed in 

the appendices, contained every sentence coded in terms of theme - Marked/Unmarked - and 

rheme. In the second stage of analysis, the thematic analysis was carried out for each element 

of the syntactic structure: headlines, lead, supporting paragraphs, and closure are placed in the 

column headed ‘syntactic structure’ in the table highlighted in bold font. Through conducting 

thematic analysis, the main themes will be uncovered as well as the development and cohesion 

of the texts from both websites, which enables us to identify the movement of the text and 

how themes are structured.  

               The following will be a transition to the second stage of analysis to interpret the 

table’s data and to identify the writer’s intended or preferred covert meanings or the 

interpretations of thematic structure. It is significant because the Thematic structure “functions 

as the central organising idea” that “connects different semantic elements of a story (e.g., 

descriptions of an action or an actor, quotes of sources, and background information) into a 

coherent whole” (Pan & Kosicki, 1993, p.58). The findings in both the script and the rhetorical 

structures are blended to locate these themes.  

 

4.7.The Interpretive Stage 
 

Significance  

             The second level of analysis was to present the interpretative Thematic features 

(ithematic henceforth) and uncover the hidden messages. Thematic interpretation was 

analysed by applying Entman (1993)’s four questions: what the problem is, who is responsible 

for it, the solution suggested to solve the problem, and how each group involved in the conflict 

is morally evaluated.  

          The interpretive salient aspects of a text and findings in the analytical descriptive table, 

as well as the narrative in the ithematic analysis, will lead to the next stage of analysis to 

explain the findings of these different texts as a whole in stage one and two so that each pair 
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can be compared and then justified, going back to the context, as to why these different texts 

that belong to two different competing news agencies report the events in that particular way, 

and how this relates to their ideological orientations. For example, moral evaluation can be 

achieved through the uncovered salient features identified in the script and rhetoric to tell what 

the problem is and who is responsible for it - e.g., terrorists who burned Coptic shops caused 

the problem.  

             The LSs: Authorisation, Moralisation, Rationalisation, and Mythopoesis (Figure 4.8) 

will be another tool used to uncover the thematic messages in each text. The Authorisation, 

Moralisation, and Rationalisation strategies will be specifically investigated because they are 

more relevant to the subject matter. This was not be included in the first stage of analysis but 

has been interpreted in the second through the three structural elements’ tables and the 

narratives to answer another key question added to Entman’s (1993) i.e., ‘ Why should this 

practice be done this way?’ Van Leeuwen (2008)’s analytical framework studies the 

discursive strategies employed to establish legitimation for social and political purposes. It is 

a means to explore the discursive practices of a given social actor, which is one step forward 

to explore the ideological stance of each news agency (Fairclough, 1995). Van Leeuwen 

(2008)’s Legitimation model was used to explore the themes within the ithematic analysis. 

Four categorical legitimation strategies were suggested, and these were utilised in every 

sentence of the stories to identify whether a legitimation or de-legitimation has been 

constructed. 

Table 4.8: Legitimation Strategies (Van Leeuwen, 2008) 

Strategy Type Purpose 

Rationalisation  (De) legitimation by explaining rationally the utility of specific 

practices. 

Authorisation (De) legitimation by indisputable (dis)approval of authority, not 

requiring clarifications.  

Moralisation (De) legitimation by stressing moral values and revealing morality 

and ethics. 
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Mythopoesis (De) legitimation conveyed through narratives whose outcomes 

reward legitimate actions and punish non-legitimate actions. 

 

                 The use of LSs can also be significant in unearthing the thematic covert messages 

through their four categorical frameworks, which together with other findings in the 

descriptive and interpretive stages lead to explain the discursive practices by the social actors 

and where CDA and these two stages meet. CDA focuses on examining discursive approaches 

employed by actors in a discourse. According to Vaara et al. (2006), it helps uncover both the 

already existing legitimacy and the legitimation process. The latter sets the social construction 

of a positive, fundamental, moral, rational, appreciable and, consequently, widely accepted 

practice in a particular social context. According to Vaara and Tienari (2008), the CDA 

perspective places emphasis on the relationship between the legitimation of a specific 

investigated topic and social practices as well as the power and dominance demonstrated by 

the participant social actors. The actors use discursive actions with specific predetermined 

goals and desired outcomes, which are sometimes planned to serve their own agenda. Yet, the 

discursive activities by the social actors happen within a wider discursive context, which can 

be uncovered by the employment of the 3D model. 

 

4.8.The Explanation Stage  

Significance 

              Fairclough’s (1995) three-dimensional model was followed as the ‘umbrella analysis’ 

that consists of three-stage analyses: the description stage, interpretation stage and the 

explanation stage (Figure: 4.4). Van Dijk’s Ideological Square was also used to examine the 

Us/Them representation and the writer’s attitude to marginalise/mitigate social groups (see 

section 2.3 in chapter two). This will take the interpretation of the specific discourse event 

back out to the wider context to explain its function within and its contribution to that context 

which explains the relation to power and ideology.  The three dimensions suggest micro- and 

macro-level analysis, so the text is only one dimension influenced by other universal 

connections. In other words, it relates the language in use with the social and discursive 
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practices in a given society (Fairclough, 1995). Therefore, it was used as a means, in the 

explanation stage, to relate the output in the interpretation stage (text) to ideology (context).  

The analysis carried out in the box-analysis stage, SFL, and Van Leeuwen’s (2008) 

analysis helps significantly to improve and enrich the descriptive and interpretive part of 

Norman Fairclough (1995)’s three-dimensional model. The third explanation part is 

thoroughly discussed in the concluding part. In line with Fairclough’s three-dimension 

analyses this means we have description and interpretation (full box analysis). In my 

concluding chapter I will discuss my findings in terms of the context (Fairclough’s three-

dimensional model). Box analysis is halfway between the description and interpretation 

stages, being a movement between description and interpretation. Fairclough’s three-  

dimensional model can provide a complete three-dimensional picture of the examined event. 

The three-level analysis suggested by Fairclough, textual, discursive practice, and social 

practice levels, can be useful to explain the interpretive data. Within discourse analysis there 

are specific approaches ranging from micro to macro analysis.  

                At one extreme, the micro-discourse approach focuses on a wide-ranging linguistic 

analysis within the examined context. At the other extreme, the macro analysis investigates 

general related factors such as the historic perceptions of a specific phenomenon. Thus, the 

textual findings will be seen in terms of the social and cultural context (Fairclough, 1995a) 

and the development of discourse through the social and historical continuum. The three 

dimensions are not separated sets of analysis, rather they overlap and at times interrelate. The 

micro and macro approaches can meet, and both perspectives can be integrated with each other 

because the macro dimension is constituted of the general social values, ideologies, and beliefs 

of social individuals, which is related to the micro-level perspective of discourse analysis 

(Wodak and Meyer, 2009).  
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Figure 4.4: Fairclough’s Three-dimensional Model for discourse analysis  

            This chapter introduced the research design, the main research objectives, and the key 

research question of how AAE and AJE framed several key events after 30JR and whether 

this relates to ideology. The data-sampling procedure was also presented, as was the purpose 

of data collection, in the second section of the chapter. The last section outlined the research 

methods of analysis and discussed the coding procedures through the three stages of analysis 

that are used to describe, interpret, and explain the data and put it in context in the examined 

texts during SRW in Egypt in 2013. The following two chapters account for these analytical 

methods in a detailed comparative framing examination of AJE and AAE through the 

descriptive, interpretive, and explanatory stages of analysis and provide the findings in each 

single event. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

DATA ANALYSIS – PART ONE

Introduction   

  This chapter examines the data obtained through SFL analysis for the four selected 

pairs at AJE/AAE in the first stage of analysis (See appendices A1 to A8). First, the identified 

processes of Transitivity analysis, systems and subsystems of Appraisal resources, categories 

of Modality and Thematic analysis were reviewed and discussed before moving to the first 

section of stage two - to synthesise the SFL information and create a three structural elements’ 

table summary to uncover the salient meanings and schemas. This identified the Syntactic 

structure, Script structure, and Rhetorical structure which were analysed in the first section of 

stage two. That was be followed by a prose interpretation for the data in the table to identify 

the covert meanings. Next, a comparative structural analysis was conducted to reveal and 

explain the findings of each pair to see how these events were construed in terms of framing 

in AJE/AAE news agencies. The analysis was conducted pair by pair, in chronological order, 

for the same events that occurred on the 22nd, 24th, and 28th of July and finally 14th of August 

2013, as follows: 

1. Voice from the ousted government  

2. International reaction  

3. Voice from the interim government  

4. The dispersal of Rabaa and Al Nahda Squares 

 Due to the length of the analytical processes and the depth of technicalities, the data analyses 

will be split into two chapters for logistical grounds. The first and the second pairs are analysed 

in chapter five (the current chapter) since they reported events that occurred earlier, while pair 

three and pair four are examined in the following chapter. 

Stages of analysis:  

   Each article was examined through three filtering-like phases of analysis and to achieve that 

goal, the analysis was specifically conducted in the following manner: 

1. First, a synoptic summary for each examined event was presented.  
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2. The data retrieved in stage one was discussed through a comparative SFL summary of 

AJE and AAE (stage one): transitivity analysis, appraisal analysis, modality analysis, 

and thematic analysis. 

3. the SFL data in each text enhanced by Wodak and Resigl (2001)’s nomination 

strategies presented in a three structural elements’ table, partially borrowed from Pan 

and Kosicki (1993), which will be the presentation device and then will be interpreted 

in a following narrative. 

4. Interpret the table in a narrative using Entman (1993)’s four-categorical questions and 

Van Leeuwen’s LSs (2008) to reveal the thematical structure’s covert meanings. 

5. Explain the findings of the described and interpreted data through a comparative 

Structural Analysis. 

6. Relate these findings to context through applying Fairclough’s three-dimensional 

modal and Van Dijk (2013) to address the main research question about ideology. 

7. Finally, provide overall results of all pairs to learn how AJE and AAE framed the 

examined events based on Entman (1993) and also through the employment of 

Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) to validate the results. 

 
Pair one: Voice from the Ousted Government 

 
Synoptic Summary 

 
 

        The event of the 03 July military intervention (03JMI) came as a military procedure amid 

massive nationwide protests demanding the Muslim Brotherhood (MB) government to leave 

office and calling for early presidential elections. One of the significant issues that happened 

immediately after that event was the abduction of the overthrown President, Mohammed 

Morsi, who had been placed “under house arrest” (Fuchang Yang, 2013, p.11). The 

whereabouts of Morsi were unknown, and his disappearance lasted for three weeks after his 

ousting, during which he had been “held incommunicado,” until the Egyptian presidency 

issued a statement revealing that he had been captive in a safe place for his own protection. 

The pair of articles below (appendices A1 and A2) reported a statement delivered by Osama 

Morsi, the eldest son of the removed President, regarding the whereabouts of his detained 

father in which he warned the authority to move his father’s case to a higher level through 

taking any legal international means possible to release, or more optimistically, return his 



  
 

 
 
 

121 

father to the post. Both websites published this statement on 22 July 2013; this was 19 days 

after the disappearance and was the first official voice representing the ousted government 

since 03JMI 14.  

 

 Comparative SFL Summary of AJE1 One and AAE1  

In terms of AJE1, a total of 20 Material processes were identified throughout the text 

which is significant to discover who did what to whom. These processes can be divided into 

three main categories of meaning. The first group of Material processes is associated with the 

semantic field of illegal practice by the military identified in the use of the word ‘kidnapping’ 

in three occurrences, ‘harming,” “held incommunicado,” and through the nominalised form of 

“abduction”. The military is found to occupy the actor position in all these processes and the 

ex-president was coded as explicit and implicit goal in seven occurrences. The second more 

prominent group of meanings is related to the legal means to deal with this issue, which is 

found in three processes such as “take all legal action,” “can’t find any legal,” and “taking 

local and international legal measures” in which Morsi family were presented as actors. The 

third group of meaning heightens the determination of the ex-president’s followers. They were 

identified as actors in “holding marches,” “demanding his reinstatement,” and “held 

gatherings”.  

      On the other hand, the total identified Material processes at the AAE1’s text came to 23. 

These processes retrieved can be classified into three groups of meaning. The first is associated 

with the military being the Actor committing an illegal procedure which was found in seven 

processes such as “kidnapping president” and the nominalised process of “detention” with 

overt Actor. Most of these identified processes were in a nominalised form with deleted, but 

still recoverable, Actors. The second group of meaning is related to the powrless legal means 

by Morsi family and international reaction who came in the position of “Actor” trying to “seek 

help from the International Criminal Court”; but this can also be associated with another 

meaning that may carry a negative connotation, which is whether this practice can be 

considered as foreign interference in Egyptian affairs, for example,“ International 

 
14 See AAE1:  http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/79075/Egypt/Politics-/Egypt-PMBeblawi-The-
Morsi-sitins-had-to-be-disper.aspx 
See AJE1: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/2013722113223508246.html 
 
 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/79075/Egypt/Politics-/Egypt-PMBeblawi-The-Morsi-sitins-had-to-be-disper.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/79075/Egypt/Politics-/Egypt-PMBeblawi-The-Morsi-sitins-had-to-be-disper.aspx
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/2013722113223508246.html
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intervention” and “ foreign interference in Egyptian political affairs” - both occurrences were 

in a nominalised form. 

      This was supported by the use of Verbal processes that came to a total of 11 at AJE and 

18 in AAE1. The Verbal processes are significant to reveal the answer to a key question: what 

do they say and what is said about them? According to Chen (2005), the Verbal processes 

identified could be sub-grouped into positive, neutral, and negative categories. In the Verbal 

processes obtained at AJE1, the neutral category refers to those bland processes that do not 

add any flavour to the content and this makes it hard to reveal the writer’s attitude such as 

“say” or “tell”. The other category includes allegations casting doubt about a certain practice. 

It gave negative appraisal of what is reported. For example, the verbal process “accused” can 

be interpreted as an allegation that could be either warranted or baseless, well-grounded, or 

groundless. Another Verbal use is associated with the meaning of being firm and solid, such 

as “warning”, in which Morsi’s family were coded as Sayer. In terms of AAE1, the count of 

Verbal processes exceeded AJE with a total of 18. The first group of Verbal processes carry a 

negative meaning for what is reported or quoted. The voice of Morsi’s family was presented 

as Sayer of negative Verbal processes, such as “deny”, “refute”, “reject”, and “denounce” the 

military’s practice, which came as an explicit Goal sometimes and was implicit in several 

others. The second group of Verbal processes also implies strong negative evaluation for the 

Verbal processes on what is reported against the military, such as “criticise” and “accuse”. 

       The Relational processes came third as the most dominant. The Relational process is 

important to understand how the event identifies itself and is being identified by others. A total 

of five occurrences were retrieved from AJE1. On one occasion, the meaning cast doubts 

around the legitimacy of the military practice such as “what happened is a crime”, and the 

other one raised concern about the ex-president’s health. For example, Morsi was presented 

as Carrier through the pronominal “he” in “he is safe”. In terms of AAE1, seven occurrences 

were found throughout the text. The main two groups of meaning revolve around the ousted 

president and his whereabouts. He was introduced as a Carrier being “the first elected 

president” and “in captivity”. The second group is related to the foreign interference such as 

“We are against any foreign interference” in which Morsi’s family were presented as Carrier 

through the pronominal “we” (see Table 5.1). 
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Table 5.1: Total of transitivity-process occurrences   

Process type Occurrences in AJE Occurrences in AAE 

Material 20 23 

Mental 1 1 

Verbal 11 18 

Relational 5 7 

Total 37 49 

 

                Regarding appraisal, the three more predominant subtypes identified in both news 

websites are related to Security, Propriety, and Tenacity in terms of Judgement. In terms of 

AJE, the first group of meaning found is associated with the semantic field of “chaos and 

anarchy” and this was coded as -Security in clauses such as “the military responsible for his 

safety and protection”, “harming the life”, and “a single turbulent year” with quantity 

graduation of “SINGLE” in the latter which may lower the turbulence. The second group is 

related to a negative portrayal of the military through the -Propriety that was identified nine 

times, mostly against the military, sometimes as inscribed appraisal type, for instance, “what 

happened is a crime of kidnapping”, and “the bloody military coup”, and sometimes as 

evoked, such as “he has been held incommunicado”. The third group is associated with the 

semantic field of persistence and determination found in the +Tenacity of Morsi’s family, for 

example, their “promises to take legal actions”, and the same procedure is stressed in another 

clause with intensified graduation of “ANY” found in they will “take any legal means”. 

            In terms of AAE1, the first group of appraisal heightens the lack of security such as 

“amid massive protest”. The first most dominant group of meaning is associated with negative 

evaluation of the military’s practice, found on nine occasions, such as the inscribed ‘-

Propriety’ of “destructive coup” and “kidnapping the president”. However, and interestingly, 

most of these retrieved were put in scare quotes. The significance of scare quotes is a 

subsystem in Engagement and emphasised as a key framing device that may reveal the writer’s 

intended or preferred meaning (e.g., Tankard, 2001 and Pan & Kosicki, 1993). This helps to 

understand the evoked meanings in terms of appraisal. The third group of meaning is related 

to the capability through the +Capacity of “might seek help from the international criminal 

court”. However, it is still just an optional solution with epistemic high Probability within 
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Modalisation of “might” and determination through the ‘+ Tenacity’ of “started a hunger 

strike,” and “demanding his release” in which “demand” is coded as deontic Obligation of the 

explicit- mode modal “demand”. 

        In terms of the thematic analysis (see Table 5.2), a Marked Theme was identified once in 

AAE1. It was used to emphasise the means the family would utilize to bring their father to 

power again in “When asked how he intends to reinstate his father as the legitimate president”. 

On other hand, one Marked Theme was found in AJE1. It stressed the ‘+Capacity’ of Morsi’s 

supporters through the nationwide demonstrations in “In addition to the demonstrations in 

Cairo”. 

Table 5.2: Thematic analysis in AJE1and AAE1 
 

Theme Type: Marked Unmarked 

AJE 1 16 

AAE 1 14 

 
 

 
Stage Two: Preface 
 

The descriptive analysis in the first stage takes us to the next stage which is a synthesis 

of the SFL information obtained in stage one. It takes the form of a selection of the salient 

clauses, categories, and systems in the transitivity, appraisal, modality, and thematic analyses. 

The Syntactic, Script, and Rhetorical structures are coded in the following table. The 

examination also includes how social actors are nominated including Morsi’s family, General 

El-Sisi, and the military. Then, the findings in the table are interpreted in a narrative.  This 

begins with the statement that was reported by Morsi’s family in AAE1.



Table 5.3: Three Structural Elements Table: AAE1  
 

Section Text progression Script Structure (Transitivity analysis & 
nomination strategies) 

Rhetorical Structure (Appraisal resources, modality 
analysis & nomination strategies) 

Headline 1 Morsi family accuses Egypt army 
of ‘kidnapping president’ 
 
 

Morsi family as Sayer of accused and Egypt 
army (metonym and militarionym) as Target; 
 
The army as recoverable Actor of kidnapping 
and president (politonym) as Goal. 
 

‘Kidnapping president’ (evoked Judgement; Social 
Sanction: -Propriety) evaluation of the army’s 
practice; 
 
Kidnapping president: in a scare quote 
(Engagement: Heterogloss; Expand; Distancing). 

 
Morsi family (surname and collectives to emphasise 
solidarity and personal feelings).  

Headline 2  Ousted president Mohamed Morsi’s 
children accuse army of carrying 
out ‘destructive coup’ and their 
father’s kidnapping 
 
 
 
 
 

Ousted president Mohamed Morsi’s children 
(actionym, politonym) as Sayer of accuse and 
army (militarionym) as Receiver;  
 
The army as recoverable Actor of carrying out 
and destructive coup as Scope; 
 
The army as recoverable Actor of kidnapping 
and their father (possessive pronominal form of 
their) as Goal. 
 

accuse army of carrying out ‘destructive coup’ and 
their father’s kidnapping (inscribed; Attitude; 
Affect: -Security); 
 
‘destructive coup’ and their father’s kidnapping 
(evoked Judgement; Social Sanction: -Propriety) 
evaluation of the army; 
 
‘destructive coup’ (Engagement: Heterogloss; 
Expand; Distancing); 
destructive: Graduation of force and Attributive 
Theoretical Rationalisation to emphasise -Propriety; 
 
Mohamed Morsi children (nominated by full name, 
collectives, and relationym to emphasise affiliation 
and personal feelings) attributed as source. 
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Lead The ousted president Mohamed 
Morsi’s family held a press 
conference in Cairo’s Engineers’ 
Syndicate Monday to denounce the 
“illegal detention” of their father, 
accusing the army of “kidnapping” 
him. 
 

Ousted president Mohamed Morsi’s family 
(actionym, politonym) as Actor of held and a 
press conference as Scope; 
to denounce as non-finite process with Morsi’s 
family as recoverable Sayer and the illegal 
detention as Target; 
 
the illegal detention as emphasised with the 
army as recoverable Actor and their father 
(possessive pronominal form of their) as Goal; 
accusing as non-finite process with Morsi’s 
family as recoverable Sayer and the army as 
Receiver; 
 
kidnapping as non-finite process with the army 
as recoverable Actor and Morsi (pronominal 
form of him) as Goal. 
 

To denounce the “illegal detention” of their father 
accusing the army of “kidnapping” him (evoked 
Judgement; Social Sanction: -Propriety) evaluation 
of the army; 
 
“illegal detention” in a scare quote to intensify that 
this term is attributed to Morsi’s family; 
(Engagement: Heterogloss; Expand; Distancing). 
 
illegal detention (Attributive Theoretical 
Rationalisation to de-legitimate the army’s practice); 
 
Mohamed Morsi family (nominated by full name, 
collectives, and relationym to emphasise affiliation 
and personal feelings) attributed as source. 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 1 

Mohamed Morsi, who was the first 
elected civil president to rule Egypt, 
was removed from his post by the 
army amid massive protests against 
him on 3 July. Since his removal, 
Morsi has been kept in an 
undisclosed location. 
Key attendees included Morsi’s 
daughter Shaimaa, his son Osama, 
and his youngest son Abdallah. 
 
 

Mohamed Morsi (full name) as Carrier and the 
first elected civil president (actionym and 
politonym) as Attribute; 
 
to rule as non-finite process with Morsi as 
recoverable Actor and Egypt (metonym) as 
Goal; 
 
was removed as non-finite process with Morsi as 
Goal and from his post as Scope and the army 
(militarionym) as Actor; 
Massive protest as nominalisation with Egyptian 
people as inferable Actor and Morsi 
(pronominal form of him) as Goal; 

Mohamed Morsi, who was the first elected civil 
president to rule Egypt (inscribed Judgement; Social 
Sanction: +Propriety); 
 
First (Graduation of Quantity to emphasise 
+Propriety); 
 
First elected civil president (Significative 
Theoretical Rationalisation to legitimate his role); 
 
Amid massive protests (Inscribed; Attitude; Affect: -
Security); 
 
Massive (Graduation of Force; Quantity to 
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His removal as nominalisation with the army as 
recoverable Actor and Morsi (possessive 
pronominal of his) as recoverable Goal; 
 
Morsi as Goal of was kept and the army as 
recoverable Actor. 
 
Key attendees as nominalisation with Morsi’s 
daughter Shaimaa, his son Osama, and his 
youngest son Abdallah (surname and 
relationym) as Carrier of included and key 
attendees as Attribute. 
 

emphasise -Security); 
 
Morsi has been kept in an undisclosed location 
(evoked Judgement; Social Sanction: -Propriety) 
evaluation of the army; 
kept (Evoked; Judgement; Social Esteem: + 
Normality); 
 
Undisclosed (Intensified Graduation of force). 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 2 

Morsi’s daughter criticised the 
military’s role in what she referred 
to as a destructive military coup led 
by the Minister of Defence Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi and the “kidnapping” 
of her father. 
 
 

Morsi’s daughter (surname) as Sayer of 
criticised and the military’s role as Target; 
 
Daughter as Assigner of referred to and the 3 
July army intervention as Carrier and 
destructive military coup as Attribute; 
 
the Minister of Defence Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
(political professionym and full name) as Actor 
of led and the coup as Goal; 
 
the kidnapping as nominalisation with El-Sisi 
as recoverable Actor and her father (possessive 
pronominal of her) as Goal. 
 

As a destructive military coup (inscribed; Attitude; 
Affect: -Security) and (Attributive Theoretical 
Rationalisation to de-legitimate the army’s role); 
  
the “kidnapping” of her father (evoked Judgement; 
Social Sanction: -Propriety) evaluation of the army; 
 
“kidnapping” in a scare quote for the third time to 
intensify that this term is attributed to Morsi’s 
family; (Engagement: Heterogloss; Expand; 
Distancing); 
 
Coup (evoked; Judgement; Social esteem: - 
Normality); 
 
Morsi’s daughter (relationym to heighten affiliation) 
attributed as source; impersonal authority. 
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Supporting 
Paragraph 3 

“I hold El-Sisi responsible for 
anything that happens to my father’s 
health while he is in captivity,” she 
exclaimed, denouncing his 
incarceration as “a criminal act 
against human rights.” 
 
 

Morsi’s daughter (pronominal form of I) as 
Assigner of hold and El-Sisi as Carrier and 
responsible as Attribute; 
 
Morsi (pronominal form of he) as Carrier and 
in captivity as Attribute; 
 
Daughter (pronominal form of she) as Sayer of 
denouncing and his incarceration as Target; 
 
 
 
 

I hold El-Sisi responsible for anything that happens 
to my father’s health (inscribed judgment: social 
esteem: +Tenacity); 
 
Anything (Intensified Force of Graduation to 
heighten +Tenacity); 
 
denouncing his incarceration as “a criminal act 
against human rights (evoked Judgement; Social 
Sanction: -Propriety) evaluation of El-Sisi; 
(Engagement: Heterogloss; Expand; Distancing); 
 
 
as “a criminal act against human rights (Attributive 
Theoretical Rationalisation to de-legitimate the 
detention); 
 
Morsi’s daughter attributed as source; (impersonal 
authority). 

Supporting 
Paragraph 4 

Earlier on Monday, Gehad El-
Haddad, the spokesman of the 
Muslim Brotherhood’s Freedom and 
Justice Party, refuted reports that the 
ousted president has started a hunger 
strike in protest of his detention. El-
Haddad said that there is no 
information on Morsi or his 
whereabouts as there has been no 
communication with him ever since 
he was removed from his post. 
 

El-Haddad (full name, political professionym) 
as Sayer of refuted and reports as Target; 
  
 
the ousted president (actionym and politonym) 
as Actor of has started and a hunger strike as 
Scope; 
 
in protest of his detention as nominalisation with 
Morsi (possessive pronominal form of his) as 
recoverable Actor of protest; 
 

the ousted president has started a hunger strike in 
protest of his detention (inscribed Judgment: social 
esteem: +Tenacity); 
 
 
there is no information on Morsi or his whereabouts 
as there has been no communication with him ever 
since he was removed from his post (inscribed; 
Attitude; Affect: -Security); 
 
no communication … no information… ever since 
(Intensified Graduation of Force to emphasise -
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Morsi (pronominal form of he) as Goal of was 
removed and the army as recoverable Actor; 
  

Security); 
  
Gehad El-Haddad, the spokesman of the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party 
(religionym, and organisationym) attributed as 
source; impersonal Authority. 

Supporting 
Paragraph 5 

“Even the EU is concerned about 
Morsi’s captivity and health 
illustrated by Catherine Ashton’s 
recent visit demanding his release,” 
said Mohamed El-Damaty, head of 
lawyers syndicate freedoms 
committee and member of the 
syndicate’s board. 
 
 

Catherine Ashton’s recent visit as 
nominalisation with Catherine Ashton (full 
name) as Actor of visit and Morsi’s captivity 
(first name and actionym) as recoverable Goal; 
 
EU as Sayer of demanding and his release as 
Scope; 
 
 
 
 

Even the EU is concerned about Morsi’s captivity 
and health illustrated by Catherine Ashton’s recent 
visit (evoked Judgement; Social Sanction: -
Propriety) evaluation of the ousted president’s 
captivity; 
 
demanding his release (inscribed; Affect: 
+Inclination); 

the EU and Catherine Ashton (personal authority to 
de-legitimate the detention); 

demanding (implicit; deontic obligation at high 
degree of commitment to the need for the proposal 
with objective orientation to heighten necessity and 
unwillingness); 
 
El-Damaty (full name, organisatonym, and 
professionym) attributed as source. 

Supporting 
Paragraph 6 
 

Morsi’s elder son Osama, an acting 
lawyer since 2006, threatened El-
Sisi of the repercussions of the 
“crime he committed against 
democracy”. Osama said that his 
family might seek help from the 
International Criminal Court. 

Morsi’s elder son Osama, an acting lawyer (first 
name, relationym, and professionym) as Sayer 
of threatened and El-Sisi as Receiver and the 
repercussions as Verbiage; 
 
The crime as nominalisation with El-Sisi 
(pronominal form of he) as recoverable Actor of 

Morsi’s elder son Osama, an acting lawyer since 
2006, threatened El-Sisi (inscribed Judgment: Social 
Esteem: +Tenacity); 
 
“crime he committed against democracy” (evoked 
Judgement; Social Sanction: -Propriety) evaluation 
of El-Sisi heightened in a scare quote to emphasise 



  
 

 
 
 

130 

Morsi’s son denied that his father 
has health problems, denouncing 
rumours of liver failure. Anyone 
who claims otherwise is “spreading 
lies”, he added. 
 
 

committed and crime against democracy as 
Goal:  
 
Morsi’s son (surname and relationym) as Sayer 
of denied and his father as Project; 
 
his father as Possessor of has and health 
problems as possessed; 
 
Morsi’s son as recoverable Sayer of denouncing 
and rumours of liver failure as Verbiage; 
 
 
 

its attribution to Morsi’s son;  
crime he committed against democracy (Abstraction 
Moralisation to de-legitimate the army’s practices; 
but, heightened in scare quote to emphasise that the 
evaluation is attributed to Morsi’s son so;  
(Engagement: Heterogloss; Expand; Distancing);   
 
his family might seek help from the International 
Criminal Court (evoked; Judgement: social esteem; 
+ Capacity); 
 
international criminal court (personal Authority to 
legitimate the means); 
 
might (Implicit; epistemic Probability at high 
degree of commitment with subjective orientation 
to cast doubts over Capacity); 
 
Anyone who claims otherwise is “spreading lies”, 
Negative Abstraction (Van Leeuwen’s (2007) 
terms) to moralise them by distilling from them a 
quality that links them to discourses of moral 
values; 

Anyone: Intensified Force Graduation of Quantity to 
emphasise negative abstraction 
Morsi’s son attributed as source. 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 7 

When asked how he intends to 
reinstate his father as the legitimate 
president, Morsi’s son referred to 

When asked as non-finite process with 
unspecified Sayer and Morsi’s son as 
recoverable Receiver;  

as the legitimate president (evoked: Judgement; 
social sanctions: +Propriety) evaluation of the ousted 
President;  
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local and international laws as the 
backbone of his and his father’s 
supporter’s quest. 
 
When asked how he intends to 
reinstate his father as the 
legitimate president as Marked 
theme 
 
 

 
Morsi’s son (pronominal form of he) as Sensor 
of intends and to reinstate his father as 
Phenomenon; 
 
his father’s supporter’s quest as nominalisation 
with father’s supporters (actionym) as Actor of 
quest and local and international laws as Scope. 
 
 

 
Morsi’s son referred to local and international laws 
(impersonal Authority to legitimate the family’s 
demands;  
 
as the backbone of his and his father’s supporter’s 
quest (evoked; Judgement: social esteem; + Capacity 
and Abstraction; positive Analogy to enhance the 
legitimation of authority); 
 
Morsi’s son (relationym) attributed as source. 

Closure International intervention was 
rejected by Osama and other 
speakers. “We are against any 
foreign interference in Egyptian 
political affairs”, affirmed El-
Damaty. 
 
 

International intervention as nominalisation 
with unspecific Actor of intervening and Egypt 
as inferable Goal; 
 
Osama and other speakers as Sayer of rejected 
and international intervention as Target; 
 
El-Damaty as Sayer of affirmed and the 
rejection of international intervention as 
recoverable Project. 

International intervention was rejected by Osama 
and other speakers (inscribed; affect: –Inclination); 

Other (Intensified Force of Quantity to emphasise -
Inclination); 
 
We are against any foreign interference in Egyptian 
political affairs (inscribed; Affect: -Inclination); 

Any (Force of Graduation; intensify to heighten -
Inclination); 



Analytical Description 
Headlines 
 
           The first headline was represented by two transitivity processes: Verbal and Material; 

in which the Morsi family, nominated through collective to heighten sympathy, was construed 

as frustrated Sayer accusing the Egyptian army of being implicated in the Material-process of 

kidnapping the president who was placed as deliberate Goal. The Verbal process “to accuse” 

casts doubts and uncertainty about what is reported.  The practice of kidnapping is overtly 

stated as being irresponsible and depraved through the negative Propriety of “kidnapping”. 

The word choice “kidnap” carries a negative connotation which means to seize or detain by 

unlawful force (Meriam Webster). However, it seems it is literally reported from the Morsi 

family and therefore, put in a scare quote which may suggest uncertainty towards the use of 

this word by the writer who distances him/herself from Morsi’s son’s position in 

Engagement’s terms. The army is referred to in national terms; national capacity through the 

nationym of Egypt, which in turn can suggest affiliation and nationwide support for the 

military procedures. The overall message represents the ‘kidnapping as the immediate 

problem, and the army being identified as responsible for that problem through the evaluation 

and script terms with preservation regarding the portrayal of the practice as a “kidnap”.  

Sub-headline   
 
           The second headline revealed another Material-process activity associated with the 

army for being the Actor carrying out a ‘destructive coup’ and ousting Morsi. It heightens the 

first action of kidnapping their father who comes as Sayer again accusing the army.  The 

rhetorical language is seen through the eyes of the Morsi family who are attributed as the 

source. They negatively construed the army to be carrying out two irresponsible practices 

through the negative Propriety of destructive coup and kidnapping. Again, the second 

accusation by the Morsi family is used in a scare quote “destructive coup” like the first 

accusation in the first headline; “kidnap the president”. These terms are scare quoted which 

suggests that the writer is ‘Distancing’ himself and with withholding alignment. The Morsi 

family is referred to in terms of family representation as children, and their father in toponymic 

and position terms. Themes identified in this part heighten the kidnapping as an urgent 

problem associated with another problem which is the coup carried out by the army. 

Legitimation construction is employed to morally evaluate the attitude of the army in the two 

undertakings. This emerged in “carrying out(a) “destructive coup” and “kidnapping”. 
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The use of “kidnapping” can be labelled as Abstraction within Moralisation; which is one of 

the four LSs that has three subcategories: Abstraction, Analogy, and Evaluation. However, 

since the definition of what the army did was arguable and controversial as to whether it could 

be designated as abduction or detention, and because of the nature of the situation, it can be 

more reasonable in this context to consider it Evaluation. 

Lead 
 
             The lead represents the ousted president’s family as a furious Actor holding a press 

conference and Sayer denouncing and accusing the army of committing two premeditated 

Material-process actions: detaining and kidnapping the ousted president. This practice is 

construed to be illegitimate and what happened as a depraved abduction by force through the 

negative Propriety of “illegal detention” and “kidnapping”. This section is rhetorically angled 

through being attributed to Morsi’s family, who is referred to in their father’s full toponymic 

and position terms but also referring to him in terms of his current changed status after the 

overthrow as an ‘ousted’ president. The two accusations by the Morsi family of illegal 

detention and kidnapping were also put in scare quotes, so the writer again distances himself 

from these reported allegations. Therefore, the labelling of what happened is arguable because 

this is the voice of one side of the conflict.  

         The same theme, which emerged in the headline to be the problem, is also heightened 

here with more focus on the legal dimension implying that the detention was an irresponsible 

and law-breaching act by the army. In Van Leeuwen’s (2007) terms, the Morsi family 

employed a legitimation strategy through defining what happened to their father as illegal 

detention and kidnapping which can be labeled as Attributive Theoretical Rationalisation. This 

type of legitimation is established when “one activity is defined in terms of another,” for a 

definition to be a definition, both activities must be objectivated and “emphasised”, and the 

link between them must either be attributive (‘is’, ‘constitutes’, etc.) or significative (‘means’, 

‘signals’, ‘symbolises’, etc.)” (Van Leeuwen,2007, p.116).  

Supporting Paragraphs 1 to 7  
 
        The body paragraphs represent three players in the conflict: Morsi, Morsi’s family, and 

the army. Morsi was a central player in the script structure in two main activities: his removal 

from power and his whereabouts. He was represented in various explicit and implicit ways as 
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intended and helpless Goal in 12 occurrences from the first supporting paragraph through the 

seventh such as “kept in an undisclosed location”, “was removed from his post”, “in captivity”, 

“his incarceration”, “his release”, and “kidnapping” and as credited Goal in “to reinstate his 

father”.  In several other occurrences Morsi occupied the Actor role; for ruling Egypt, and 

“starting a hunger strike”, which may be contradictory and raise a simple question: how did 

they know about the strike and to ask about his whereabouts?  This was denied by the Morsi 

family who described their father as remaining in captivity through the evoked + Tenacity of 

not being on strike. He was also represented as the legitimate Carrier being the “first elected 

civil president” and “the legitimate president” in supporting paragraphs one and seven. The 

arrest of Morsi by the army is construed to be breaking the law and local and international 

detention rights through the negative Propriety of “there is no information” and “has been no 

communication with him ever” with intensified Graduation of “EVER”. While the 

representation of the military intervention suggested that it was aggressive with overuse of 

force and against the law and against democracy through the negative Propriety of 

“destructive” and “crime he committed against democracy”. 

     El-Sisi and the military were construed mainly as violent Actors in seven Script 

occurrences in which they were leading “a destructive military coup” and “committing” in 

“crime he committed against democracy”. Mohamed Morsi was represented as a legitimate 

president and the army was accused by Morsi’s family of carrying out two illegal and immoral 

practices - a coup, a negative Propriety practice with intensified-force Graduation of 

DESTRUCTIVE, as well as the kidnapping, which was represented as an “illegal detention” 

and “a criminal act against human rights”. Yet, the legitimacy of President Morsi is still 

questionable and controversial due to the huge countrywide opposition that demanded him to 

step down from the post or to call for early presidential elections. What the army did was to 

intervene in order to maintain peace because there was no possibility of reaching terms of 

reconciliation between the people on the streets and Morsi’s government. The country was at 

the verge of nationwide civil war. This meaning is intensified through the inscribed negative 

Security and evoked negative Propriety of “protest against him” intensified with massive and 

the army intervention on 3 July was also implied to be carried out without excessive use of 

force through the positive Normality of “removal” and “removed” in three occurrences in this 

section. The detention was also interpreted to be implicitly a neutral procedure through the + 
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Normality of “kept”. 

       Morsi’s family and their attorney were determined Sayers threatening, refuting, denying, 

and denouncing the army removal and detention of their father. Morsi’s son occupied the 

Sensor position intending to release and reinstate their father. The supporting paragraphs 2, 3, 

5, 6, and 7 are rhetorically angled through being attributed to Morsi’s family and their attorney 

and were saturated with positive Tenacity and Capacity in which they are showing firmness 

and persistence through the evoked + Tenacity of threatening, denied, and denouncing 

rumours. The son was also represented to be in a powerful position to return his father to post 

through the + Capacity of “the international criminal court”, “local and international laws”, 

and “the EU”. The Issue of abduction and Intervention is stressed as the main problem 

throughout the body. Institutional Authorisation and Means-oriented strategies used by the 

Morsi family to construct legitimation in “seeking legal means” through “the International 

Criminal Court”, and “local and international laws”, and “the EU”. All emerged as potential 

avenues towards finding a solution for the problem.  

          The legitimation construction in these paragraphs stands on three main pillars. Firstly, 

the institutional Authority of International Criminal Court and the EU with both being 

employed to enhance the position of Morsi’s family. This answers the question of why Morsi’s 

detention is bad? By employing this strategy of legitimation, the Morsi family justifies and 

“gives a reason for the unspoken “why” question, the answer is simply because the laws, rules, 

regulations, policies or likewise state so” (Van Leeuwen, 2007, p.107). Moral evaluation is 

also employed in “destructive coup”, “criminal act against democracy”, and “crime he 

committed”. However, all these occurrences were cited in scare quotes, which may imply 

disagreement from the writer who Distances from thevoice of Morsi’s son. The third is 

Rationalisation in its two subcategories: the Theoretical, in which Attributive was employed 

in “as the first elected civil president,” “as a destructive coup” and ‘as the legitimate 

president’, and the Means-oriented instrumentality through “the International Criminal 

Court”. 

Closure 
 

       Although Morsi’s son and his attorney are construed as tenacious Sensors intending to 

seek any legal means locally or internationally to release and reinstate Morsi, they are 
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construed in the conclusion as Sayer rejecting international intervention and as Carriers being 

against any foreign implicit “power” as an Actor intervening in the Egyptian political affairs. 

This section, which is attributed to the Morsi family attorney, suggests that they claim to have 

the means to release and reinstate their father without internatonal help. This is identified 

through the evoked + Capacity of “international intervention is rejected” and “against foreign 

interference” with intensified- force Graduation of ANY. The rejection of foreign meddling in 

domestic affairs is also implied to be a noble and patriotic attitude by the Morsi family, which 

in appraisal terms, can be categorised as evoked positive Propriety. This attitude can be 

labelled as Evaluation within Moralisation in Van Leeuwen’s (2007) terms. In other words, 

although seeking international help was introduced as a possible means-oriented Instrument 

to solve the problem, this option seems to be disabled or halted for what appear to be national 

reasons. 

 

Stage Two: AJE1  

The following table summary focuses on those salient SFL components of AJE1. The 

examined story also reported the statement delivered by Morsi’s son. The report was published 

on the same date of AAE1. The three structures are marked up section by section, where they 

are interpreted linguistically. Then, they are compared with the findings in AAE1. 

 
 

 



Table 5.4: Three Structural Elements’ Analysis of AJE1’s Article  
 

Section Text progression Script Structure (Transitivity analysis and 
nomination strategies) 

Rhetorical Structure (Appraisal resources, modality 
analysis and nomination strategies) 

Headline 1 Family accuses Egypt army of 
kidnapping Morsi’ 

family (collectives) as Sayer of accuses and Egypt 
army (metonym and militarionym) as Receiver; 
 
The army as recoverable Actor of kidnapping and 
Morsi (Surname) as Goal. 

Kidnapping Morsi (evoked Judgement; Social 
Sanction: -Propriety) evaluation of the army’s 
practice; 
 
Morsi (personal nomination strategy to heighten his 
feelings). 

Headline 2  Ousted president’s family says 
military kidnapped him and 
promises to take legal action. 
 
 

Ousted president’s family (actionym, politonym 
and collectives) as Sayer of says and full 
projection: 
Military (militarionym) as Actor of kidnapped and 
Morsi (pronominal form of him) as Goal; 
 
Family as recoverable Sayer of promises and to 
take legal action as Project. 

Military kidnapped him (evoked Judgement; Social 
Sanction: -Propriety) 
 
Promises (inscribed; Affect; Likelihood); 
 
to take legal action (inscribed Judgment: social 
esteem: +Tenacity). 
 

Lead The family of ousted Egyptian 
President Mohammed Morsi has 
accused the country’s military of 
“kidnapping” him, and says it 
holds the military responsible for 
his safety and security. 
 
 

The family of ousted Egyptian President 
Mohammed Morsi (actionym, politonym) as Sayer 
of has accused and the country’s military as 
Target; 
 
Military (militarionym) as Actor of ousting and 
kidnapping and Morsi (pronominal form of him) 
as Goal; 
 
 
 

accused the country’s military of “kidnapping” him 
(Inscribed Judgement; Social Sanction: -Propriety) 
and (Engagement: Heterogloss; Expand; 
Acknowledging);   
for his safety and security (inscribed; Attitude; 
Affect: -Security); it holds the military responsible 
for his safety and security (inscribed Judgment: 
social esteem: +Tenacity); 
 
The family of ousted Egyptian President Mohammed 
Morsi (collectives, nationym, and full name) to 
heighten personal feelings, affiliation, and solitary. 
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Supporting 
Paragraph 1 

The statement is the first from 
Morsi’s family since the military 
overthrew him on July 3. The 
deposed president’s daughter, 
Shaimaa, read out the statement 
at a news conference in Cairo on 
Monday. 
 
 

the military as actor of overthrew and Morsi 
(pronominal form of him) as Goal; 
 
The deposed president’s daughter (actionym, 
relationym and politonym) as Actor of read out and 
statement as scope. 
 
 
 

since the military overthrew him on July 3 (inscribed; 
attitude; Affect: -Security);  
 
The statement is the first from Morsi’s family 
(evoked Judgment: social esteem: +Tenacity); 
 
First (Graduation of Force; Quantity; Downscale); 
 
Morsi’s family (Collective and personal nomination 
to heighten personal feelings); 
 
Shaimaa (relationym and first name) attributed as 
source. 

Supporting 
Paragraph 2 

“We are taking local and 
international legal measures 
against Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the 
leader of the bloody military 
coup, and his putschist group,” 
Shaimaa Mohamed Morsi told 
reporters. 
 
 
 

Morsi’s family (pronominal form of we) as Actor of 
taking and local and international legal measures 
as Scope and Abdel Fattah al-Sisi as Goal; 
the leader of the bloody military coup as 
nominalisation with Al-Sisi as recoverable Actor of  
leading and Morsi as recoverable Goal. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

We are taking local and international legal measures 
(inscribed Judgment: Social Esteem: +Tenacity); 
 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the leader of the bloody 
military coup, and his putschist group (inscribed 
Judgement; Social Sanction: -Propriety) evaluation 
of al-Sisi; 
 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the leader of the bloody 
military coup, and his putschist group (nominated by 
full personal name, actionym, organisationym, and 
collectives to heighten personal and organisational 
responsibility); 
 
the leader of the bloody coup (Engagement: 
Heterogloss; Expand; Acknowledging) and 
(Attributive Theoretical Rationalisation to de-
legitimate the army’s intervention; 
bloody (intensified Force of Graduation to heighten 
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-Propriety); 
Shaimaa Mohamed Morsi (personal nomination by 
full name to heighten personal feelings) attributed as 
source. 

Supporting 
Paragraph 3 
(Background) 

Morsi has been held 
incommunicado at an 
undisclosed location since the 
military coup. Government 
officials have said he is safe and 
is being held for his own 
protection. 
 
 
 

Morsi as Goal of been held and the military as 
unspecified inferable Actor; 
 
Government officials (professionym and 
organisationym) as Sayer of have said and full 
projection: 
  
Morsi (pronominal form of he) as Carrier and safe 
as Attribute; 
 
is being held as a finite process with Morsi as Goal 
and the military as inferable Actor and for his own 
protection as Circ: Purpose. 
 

Morsi has been held incommunicado at an 
undisclosed location since the military coup 
(inscribed Judgement; Social Sanction: -Propriety) 
evaluation of the army’s practice; 
Undisclosed (Graduation of Force: intensify to 
heighten -Propriety; 
he is safe (evoked; Judgement: -Propriety) target the 
army; 
 
Morsi (personal nomination to heighten personal 
feelings); 
being held for his own protection (inscribed; 
Attitude; Affect: -Security);  
Own (intensified Force of Graduation to heighten -
Security); 
Government Officials attributed as source as 
impersonal authority to legitimate the detention. 

Supporting 
Paragraph 4 
 

One of Morsi’s sons, Osama, 
described his father’s detention 
as the “embodiment of the 
abduction of popular will of a 
whole nation”, and said the 
family would take all legal 
actions to end his detention. 
“What happened is a crime of 
kidnapping,” said Osama. “I 
can’t find any legal means to 
have access to him. “We warn 

One of Morsi’s sons, Osama as Assigner of 
described and his father’s detention as Carrier and 
the embodiment…nation as Attribute; 
 
his father’s detention as nominalisation with his 
father as Goal and the military as recoverable Actor 
of detaining; 
 
The embodiment of the abduction of popular will of 
a whole nation as nominalisation with the military 

described his father’s detention as the “embodiment 
of the abduction of popular will of a whole nation” 
(inscribed Judgement; Social Sanction: -Propriety) 
evaluation of the army’s practice heightened in a 
scare quote (Engagement: Heterogloss; Expand; 
acknowledging); 
 
Abstraction; Moralisation to de-legitimate the 
army’s practice; 
 
nation (nominated by nationym to heighten solitary 
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Abdel-Fatah el-Sissi and his coup 
leaders against harming the life, 
health or safety of the legitimate 
president, our father.” 
 

as recoverable Actor of embodying and abducting 
and popular will of a whole nation as Goal; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

and affiliation); 
 
whole (Graduation of Force; Quantity to emphasise 
affiliation and unity);  
 
the family would take all legal actions to end his 
detention (Inscribed Judgment: Social Esteem: 
+Tenacity); 
 
Would (implicit; deontic willingness at medium 
degree of commitment with subjective orientation to 
emphasise +Tenacity); 
All (intensified force of Quantity to emphasise 
+Tenacity); 

Family (collectives) to emphasise +Tenacity; 

 
“What happened is a crime of kidnapping,” 
(Inscribed Judgement; Social Sanction: -Propriety) 
evaluation of the army’s practice; 
(Engagement: Heterogloss; Expand; 
Acknowledging). 
 
“I can’t find any legal means to have access to him 
(inscribed; Judgment: Social Esteem: -Capacity); 
Can not  (implicit; deontic ability at high degree of 
commitment with subjective orientation to 
emphasise -Capacity); 
 
Any (intensified force of Quantity to emphasise -
Capacity); 
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“We warn Abdel-Fatah el-Sissi and his coup leaders 
against harming the life, health or safety of the 
legitimate president, our father.” 
 
The legitimate president, our father (inscribed 
Judgement; Social Sanction: +Propriety) 
 
the legitimate president, our father: Attributive 
Theoretical Rationalisation to legitimate their 
father’s role; 
 the legitimate president, our father (politonym, 
collectives, possessive pronominal form of our) to 
heighten role; 
 
One of Morsi’s sons, Osama (relationym and first 
name) attributed as source. 
 
One: Graduation of Force; Quantity to emphasise 
relationship. 

Closure Turbulent year 
 
Supporters of Morsi, who was 
ousted after a single turbulent 
year of rule, have pressed 
demonstrations, holding marches 
and protests across the country 
since his fall. 
 
Thousands of Morsi loyalists 
have been massed in Cairo’s 
Rabaa al-Adawiya square for 
about three weeks, demanding 

Supporters of Morsi (actionym and surname) as 
Actor of pressed and demonstrations as Scope; 
 
holding as non-finite process with Supporters of 
Morsi as Actor of holding and marches and 
protests as Scope; 
 
his fall as nominalisation with Morsi (possessive 
pronominal form of his) as Goal of falling and the 
army as recoverable Actor; 
 

Turbulent year (Inscribed; Attitude; Affect: -
Security heightened in a sub-headline conclusion); 
who was ousted after a single turbulent year of rule 
(inscribed; Attitude; Affect: -Security and evoked; 
Affect: -Appreciation; Composition); 
  
single: Graduation of Force; Downscaling to 
emphasise - Capacity); 
have pressed demonstrations, holding marches and 
protests across the country since his fall (Inscribed; 
Attitude; Affect: -Security); 
pressed : Graduation of Force; intensify to heighten 
-Security); 
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his reinstatement and denouncing 
General Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the 
army chief behind his overthrow. 
In addition to the demonstration 
in Cairo, pro-Morsi protesters 
also held gatherings in Suez, 
Alexandria, Fayoum, Minya, 
Bani Suef, Mansoura, El-Arish 
and Ismailia.  
 
 
In addition to the 
demonstration in Cairo as 
Marked theme 
 
 

Thousands of Morsi loyalists as Actor of have 
massed and in Cairo’s Rabaa al-Adawiya square as 
Circ: location; 
 
Demanding as non-finite process with Morsi 
supporters as recoverable Sayer and his 
reinstatement as Target; 
 
his reinstatement as nominalisation with 
unspecified Actor of reinstating and Morsi 
(possessive pronominal form of his) as Goal; 
 
denouncing as non-finite process with Morsi 
supporters as recoverable Sayer of denouncing and 
General Abdel Fattah al-Sisi as Receiver;  
 
 
his overthrow as nominalisation with General al-
Sisi as recoverable Actor of overthrow and Morsi 
(possessive pronominal form of his) as Goal. 
 
 
 

 
across: Graduation of Force: Scope; space to 
heighten -Security); 
Thousands of Morsi loyalists have been massed in 
Cairo’s Rabaa al-Adawiya square for about three 
weeks (inscribed; Attitude; Affect: -Security); 
 
Thousands (Graduation of Force: Quantity: amount 
to heighten -Security); 
Morsi loyalists (surname, political actionym and 
ideologonym) to heighten personal feelings and 
affiliation; 
Cairo’s Rabaa al-Adawiya square for about three 
weeks (Intensified Force of Quantity: Extent; space 
and time to heighten -Security); 
demanding his reinstatement and denouncing 
General Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the army chief behind 
his overthrow (inscribed judgment: social esteem: 
+Tenacity); 
General Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the army chief 
(Political Professionym, organisationym, and full 
name to heighten personal responsibility);  
In addition to the demonstration in Cairo, pro-Morsi 
protesters also held gatherings in Suez, Alexandria, 
Fayoum, Minya, Bani Suef, Mansoura, El-Arish and 
Ismailia (inscribed; Attitude; Affect: -Security); 
in Suez, Alexandria, Fayoum, Minya, Bani Suef, 
Mansoura, El-Arish and Ismailia (Graduation of 
Force: Quantity: Extent; space to heighten-Security). 
 



Analytical Description 
 
Headline 
 
          The main headline represents the story in terms of Morsi’s family, nominated through 

the use of Collectivism to heighten sympathy, as irritated Sayers accusing the Egypt army of 

being an Actor kidnapping Morsi who was construed as the intended Goal. The mysterious 

detention is construed to be an inconsiderate crime and immoral practice through the negative 

Propriety of “kidnapping”. The army is referred to in national terms or (nationym) to 

emphasise the national capacity over Egypt, which may suggest national authority for the 

army. Morsi is referred to in toponymic terms (personified) which may indicate that he has 

become helpless and powerless. The overall message represents the “kidnapping” as the 

immediate problem, and the army being identified as responsible for that problem. 

Sub-headline 
 
            The sub-headline consists of two Verbal processes and within both, two Material-sub-

process activities are involved. In the first Verbal-process, the Family functions as Sayer’s 

position, condemning, through employing a neutral Verbal term “says”, the military’s action 

as being an irresponsible Actor kidnapping a helpless Goal; Morsi who is referred to in a 

pronominal form “him”. The Family, who was nominated through collectives to heighten 

sympathy and through the use of politonym as a reference to the ousted president’s position, 

came as Sayer promising to be firm, taking legal action against the military which came here 

as a deleted but recoverable Goal. The rhetorical language suggests that Morsi’s family are 

determined and capable of tackling the issue through the inscribed + Capacity and +Tenacity 

of “promises to take legal action”. However, to promise something suggests uncertainty so it 

is coded as negative Likelihood in Appraisal terms. The new theme that emerged here suggests 

“taking legal action” as a possible means to solve the problem; “kidnapping Morsi”. This 

solution is legitimised as Means-Oriented Instrumentality within Rationalisation in Van 

Leeuwen’s (2007) terms.  

Lead 
      The lead is represented through the voice of the family which is construed as Sayer in two 

processes addressing the military, firstly accusing it of being implicated into the kidnapping 

action of Morsi who was placed as a defenceless Goal and the military is the Carrier holding 

responsibility for his safety and security as Attribute.  The ousted President is construed to be 

in danger through the negative Security of “his safety and security”, the military as being 
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charged for any harm done against him, and the family depicted to be fully determined through 

the evoked + Tenacity of holds the military responsible. The family is referred to in their 

father’s full toponymic and collective terms, and politonym through their father’s pervious 

position. In a sense, this could enhance the legitimacy of the ousted regime in this prominent 

position of the story while the nomination marked for the military was in terms of the state; 

“country” instead of nation/identity; Egypt/Egyptian. The kidnapping of the president is 

heightened as the problem and his safety as an underlying problem and the military heightened 

as being responsible for the problem. 

Supporting Paragraphs 1 to 4 
 
        The supporting paragraphs represent three activities that are chronologically and 

logically connected; the military intervention to oust Morsi from his post, the military 

detention of Morsi, and Morsi’s family’s reaction towards these two practices and their 

potential legal avenues to settle these issues. The process of overthrowing Morsi by the 

military and General El-Sisi took the Actor’s position in four occurrences in every supporting 

paragraph 1, 2, 3, and 4 and on one occasion El-Sisi came as Carrier for being the leader of 

the coup, a term that is heightened in three occurrences throughout this section. The writer 

positioned Morsi as helpless and defenceless Goal in occurrences such as detained, kidnapped, 

deposed, and ousted from power. This section is rhetorically angled through being attributed 

to Morsi’s family in which the military intervention is construed to be an illegal and brutal 

practice with excessive use of power as emerged in every supporting paragraph revealed in 

language such as the negative Propriety of “bloody military coup” with intensified-force 

Graduation of BLOODY. 

         Morsi’s detention is represented differently in four different processes. It is coded as 

Attribute in “a crime of kidnapping,” as Goal in “to end his detention” as Projection in 

“embodiment of the abduction of the popular will of a whole nation,” and in a Location 

Circumstance “at an undisclosed location”. In the latest occurrence Morsi is construed to be 

mistreated through the negative Propriety of “held incommunicado” and through the negative 

Propriety of “crime of kidnapping,” and “at an undisclosed location” with intensified- force 

Graduation of UNDISCLOSED. However, government officials are portrayed to be wise and 

considerate about his safety through the positive Veracity of “for his own protection” with 

intensified-force Graduation of “OWN”. 
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      The third main activity heightened is the response of Morsi’s family: they occupied the 

Actor Role twice taking the Range of “local and international legal measures” and “all legal 

actions” to end his detention as desperate Goal. However, Morsi’s son is construed as 

powerless Sensor in “can’t find any legal means to have access to him”. They are represented 

as capable and having strong legal grounds identified through the + Capacity of “would take 

all legal actions” with intensified-force Graduation of “ALL”. However, they also are 

portrayed as being unable to locate the whereabouts of their detained father through the 

negative Capacity of “can’t find any means to have access to him” with forced Graduation of 

“ANY”. But again, they show determination through the positive Tenacity of “we warn”. The 

modality employed reveals uncertainty and through high-epistemic negative probability of 

“can” but with determination to chase these legal means through high-deontic inclination with 

medium degree of commitment of “would”. 

       The themes which emerged in these four paragraphs continued to heighten the detention 

as the problem, but this appears as an underlying problem to the main problem, which is 

military’s overthrow of Morsi. The military’s intervention is negatively construed and 

repeated in every paragraph with more emphasis on its labelling as a “coup” on three 

occasions. In terms of legitimation, Theoretical Rationalisation: Significative is employed in 

“the leader of the bloody military coup, and his putschist group”, referring to General El-Sisi, 

and Attributive is also established to describe their father’s detention as the “embodiment of 

the abduction of popular will of a whole nation” and “the legitimate president, our father”. 

As a suggestion to tackle the problem, the local and international laws are presented as an 

optional tool in which Means-oriented Instrumentality is constructed to legitimise the activity, 

such as “local and international legal measures” and “legal actions”. 

Closure  

        The conclusion represents Morsi supporters as being involved in several Material-process 

practices and these actions came after a single “turbulent year”. In this part, Morsi supporters 

are Actors pressing demonstrations, holding marches and protests, as well as massing in Rabaa 

al-Adawiya square, and holding gatherings. These actions are taken for one purpose 

heightened in two Verbal-processes; demanding Morsi to be the Goal reinstated by an implicit 

Actor and denouncing the toppling action. The “background” conclusion is saturated with 

appraisal resources that carry various meanings of Tenacity, Capacity, Appreciation, and 
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Security. The condition in the country is interpreted as having enormous nationwide disorder 

everywhere through the - Security of “demonstrations”, “protests” with intensified-force 

Graduation of “ACROSS THE COUNTRY”. The “turbulent year” is presented as a separate 

heading for the conclusion. The same phrase mentioned in the closure with a Downscale of 

the Graduation resource of Force in “SINGLE” which suggests that Morsi did not complete 

his four-year presidential term. The writer implies that ruling the country for one year is too 

short a time to carry out a coup against him regardless of how inappropriate and incapable he 

was a president. Supporters of Morsi are construed to be persistent through the +Tenacity of 

“denouncing” and “demanding” with high-deontic obligation of “demand”. They are also 

represented to be influential on the ground through the + Capacity of “pressed 

demonstrations”, “holding marches” and “protests” with intensified-force Graduation of 

“ACROSS” to show how large these differently construed gatherings were.  

      The issue of security is identified to be an underlying problem and implied to be out of 

control because of the huge number of opponents who denounced the military intervention. 

The overthrow, which is suggested as a problem in this text, is implied to be at risk of failure 

because of the nationwide support for the ousted president. Effect-oriented Instrumentality is 

employed to de-legitimise the military’s overthrowing of Morsi in “Supporters of Morsi, who 

was ousted after a single turbulent year of rule, have pressed demonstrations, holding marches 

and protests across the country since his fall”.   

 
 Comparative Structural Analysis between AJE/AAE1  

 

           CDA scholars stress the significance of the context and intercontextuality. According 

to Fairclough and Wodak (1997, p.276), “discourse is not produced without context and 

cannot be understood without taking the context into consideration ... discourses are always 

connected to other discourses which were produced earlier”. 03JMI was a remarkable event. 

Pinfair (2013) suggested that the role the army and the security forces played had been very 

significant at that time. The disappearance of the overthrown President which lasted for three 

weeks after his removal could be considered as the second most significant event to explore 

after the 03JMI.  

           Later, Morsi faced several charges by the public persecutor including his escape from 

prison in 2011 during the first revolution against President Mubarak and the civilain protest 
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around Attihadiah palace that left many people dead and injured and more interestingly ruling 

against him and being sentenced to 25 years in prison for spying for Qatar where AJE 

broadcasts from (Reuters, 2017). 

           In AAE1’s article (see Table 5.5), the detention of Morsi was identified 11 times 

throughout the text; seven of these are construed by Material-processes and two by Relational-

processes sentences. Morsi is construed as the powerless Goal in all these processes while the 

military occupied the Actor Role kidnapping in two processes. These processes are put in a 

scare quote to distance from the family’s voice. The first headline; “Morsi family accuses 

Egypt army of ‘kidnapping president’”, the Material-process term; ‘kidnapping president’ 

comes in a scare quote which may imply a disagreement from the writer and another emerging 

voice to stray/Distance from the author’s voice.  

Table 5.5: Main Features in AAE1’s Representation Strategies 

Text Themes AAE 
 Writer’s voice Example 
Morsi’ 
detention 

The writer used scare quotes to Distance 
from the family’s claim. 

 E.g., “kidnapping”, “his 
incarceration”, “disclosed 
location”, “illegal detention” 

The military 
intervention 

1. The writer employed Social Esteem; 
Normality in three occurrences.  

2. He also used scare quotes to Distance 
from the family’s voice. 

1. was  removed 
2.  “destructive coup” 

Seeking Legal 
Procedure  

The writer used Tenacity and Capacity to 
evaluate the family’s attitude. He also 
employed Means-oriented and Authorisation 
to legitimise their action. 
 

“The EU” and “International 
Criminal Court” 

Protests 
against the 
ousted 
President  

The writer employed Effect-oriented 
Instrumentality to legitimise the army’s 
practice. He employed several appraisal 
subsystems to support the military’s role 

amid massive protests 
against him 

 

           In terms of the military intervention, the writer referred to it in seven Material-process 

occurrences in which the army played the Actor role. The writer construed the army’s practice 

to be neutral through the normalised appraisal of “remove” and “removal” in three 

occurrences. For example, in the first supporting paragraph the writer linked the removal to 

another huge event in the country which is the nationwide demonstrations demanding Morsi 

call for early presidential elections “amid massive protests against him on 3 July”. The writer 

referred to what happened as a “coup” with intensified- force Graduation of DESTRUCTIVE 

but again in a scare quote to Distance from the voice of Morsi’ son.   

           The writer used scare quotes several other times in the text as a way to Distance his 
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voice from Morsi’s son’s voice. It occurred in such phrases as “Kidnapping president”, 

“illegal detention,” “destructive coup”, and “crime he committed against democracy”. The 

latter could be interpreted in terms of the way Morsi ruled the country whether it achieved the 

main purpose of being a democratic state or could be defined as a religious-based ruling 

system. If it is the latter, the government could more appropriately be labelled as theocratic 

not democratic.  

          Although the writer used positive/negative Propriety language when representing Morsi 

as” the first elected president to rule Egypt,” and this can also be labeled in terms of 

legitimation as a Significative Theoretical Rationalisation; this was linked to the large scale 

opposition against him in “Mohamed Morsi, who was the first elected civil president to rule 

Egypt, was removed from his post by the army amid massive protests against him on 3 July”, 

and in this case another legitimation construction is established to decrease the importance of 

the former which is Effect-oriented Instrumentality giving the army the right to carry out that 

procedure.  

             The third theme covered is the family’s response and their intentions to release their 

father and reinstate him. The first clue that represented how Morsi’s family perceived their 

father’s arrest was in the lead when Morsi’s son construed it as “illegal detention” in a scare 

quote to ‘Distance’ the writer’s position in terms of Engagement. The AAE1 text was saturated 

with Tenacity and Capacity meanings enhanced with personal ‘Authoritisation’ when 

referring to Morsi’s family’s statements such as “we are taking local and international legal 

measures”, and “we might seek help from the International Criminal Court”. However, the 

word choice “seek” can also evoke negative Capacity as they attempted to get something they 

might not get. 

           On the other hand, the detention and its referents are identified in seven occurrences in 

the AJE1 (see Table. 5.6). The negative Propriety construal of the military practice, “kidnap”, 

was found four times in the two headlines, the lead, and one of the supporting paragraphs. 

Unlike the AAE, the writer did not use quotation markers when referring to what the army did 

as a kidnap. In the other three occasions, the writer employed different negative Propriety 

language to refer to the detention such as “abduction,” and “disclosed location”. The detention 

was linked to another negative Propriety act by the military institution. For example, the writer 

linked the detention to what is labelled, as a “military coup”. Thus, it is the military coup, not 



  
 

 
 
 

149 

the massive protests, that led to the detention in contradistinction to what the AAE writer had 

suggested.  

 

Table 5.6: Main Features in AJE1’s Representation Strategies 

Text Themes AJE 
 Writer’s voice Example 
Morsi’s detention The writer employed negative Propriety and 

Graduation; Force to construe the detention. He 
also employed Engagement to Acknowledge 
the family’s voice.  

E.g., 
“abduction,” 
“kidnap” 

The military 
intervention 

The writer used negative Propriety to represent 
the military intervention. He also used Effect-
oriented Instrumentality to de-legitimise the 
military intervention. 

E.g., carrying out 
a coup 

Seeking Legal 
Procedure  

The writer used positive Tenacity, Capacity, 
Graduation; Upscale and also high-deontic 
inclination to represent the family’s intention to 
take legal procedures. The writer did not refer 
to the international organisations that Morsi’s 
son reported as a means to release his father. 

E.g., “would take 
all legal actions 
to end his 
detention” 

Protests against the 
ousted President  
 

No reference   

 

           The military intervention to oust Morsi from power was construed by eight Material-

process occurrences in which Morsi was the helpless Goal and the army was the violent Actor 

“ousting”, “overthrowing”, and “carrying out a coup”. AJE1 labeled the military’s practice 

as a ‘coup’ in four negative -Propriety occurrences. While AAE1 reported that the detention 

came “amid massive protests”, AJE1 writer linked that to the military coup, which is followed 

by nationwide protests by Morsi. AJE1 implied that the overthrow was an illegal practice 

against democracy since Morsi had only completed one year in his elected four-year 

presidential term in “Morsi, who was ousted after a single turbulent year of rule”, with 

intensified-force Graduation of SINGLE. The situation after the military overthrow was 

construed as chaotic through the negative Appreciation: Composition of “turbulent year” 

which came in a prominent position as a separate heading for the conclusion.  

           In terms of Morsi’s family’s response regarding their father’s disappearance, they were 

represented as Actors taking legal actions to release their father in the second headline. They 

were represented as well determined through the positive Tenacity of “would take all legal 

actions to end his detention” with intensified Graduation of “ALL” and high-deontic 

inclination of “would” and also Means-oriented legitimation strategy. However, they are 

construed to be desperately trying to find legal means to find their father but they don’t manage 
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to do so in “can’t find any legal means to have access to him” showing uncertainty through 

the high-epistemic negative Probability of “can”.  

    AJE1 did not refer to the international legal means that were heightened in the AAE1, such 

as the EU and International Criminal Court. It also did not report the part in which Morsi’s 

son referred to his rejection of any foreign interference. Instead, AJE1 focused on the massive 

national outrage ‘Effect-oriented’ after his fall to de-legitimise the military intervention, which 

is not reported by AAE1, but this can be logical since this information is still part of the 

background. AJE1 also did not refer to the massive demonstrations against Morsi from 30 

June through 03 July, which led to the intervention and detention. Instead, it highlighted the 

turbulent year that Morsi had experienced when he was in the post and the protests of MB 

followers against the military’s overthrow. 

 

Pair two:  International Reaction 

Synoptic Summary  
 
 

         The examined AJE2 and AAE2 pair of news stories below report one activity; the US’s 

stance regarding the military intervention in Egypt. This takes us to the next level to 

understand part of the international reflection towards the eruption of violence across Egypt 

that followed the military intervention and whether what is happening affects the bilateral 

diplomatic and military cooperation between Egypt and the US, and the International 

Community. It provides an insight into the attitude of the US, as one of the key western allies 

of Egypt for decades. The US suspension of the delivery of the planes is the first action by a 

western country after general international condemnation regarding the manner the military 

had been handling the situation on the ground. The first report was cited from AJE and 

published on 25th July 2013 and was reported from various unspecified news agencies, while 

the second, from the AAE’s website, was published one day earlier and reported from 

Reuters15. The following will be a review of the main processes and categories of SFL analysis 

conducted in stage one. 

 

 
15 See AAE2:   http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77284/Egypt/Politics-/US-Obama-halts-
delivery-of-Fs-to-Egypt-given-curre.aspx) 
 
See AJE2: http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/201372552158438124.html) 
 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77284/Egypt/Politics-/US-Obama-halts-delivery-of-Fs-to-Egypt-given-curre.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77284/Egypt/Politics-/US-Obama-halts-delivery-of-Fs-to-Egypt-given-curre.aspx
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/201372552158438124.html
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Comparative SFL Analysis of AJE/AAE2 
 
      In terms of AAE2 (see Table 5.7), the Material process type was the most dominant among 

all processes, with a total occurrence of 14. The retrieved Material processes can be divided 

into three main groups of meanings. The first group is associated with the “abrupt stop”. This 

was identified in several wordings such as “halts the delivery” “suspends the delivery’, and 

“not move forward with the delivery”. The Actor in these processes was President Barrack 

Obama and the US. The transitive process “delivery” occurred four times in a nominalised 

form with recoverable Actors. The second group is related to “the lack of security”, that can 

be represented explicitly in “violence surged”, and “violent clashes”, and the latter implies a 

reciprocity of violence. The processes were nominalised, and the Actors were unspecified. 

The third group heightens “solidarity between the government and Egyptian citizens”. It was 

identified four times as nominalisation in “nationwide rallies,” and “backed-military 

overthrow,” with Actors being deleted and in “mandate the police,” and “to support” and the 

Actor in both was the Egyptian people.  

           On the other hand, a total retrieval of 11 Material-processes were identified in AJE2. 

These could be categorised into two main groups of meaning. The first group refers to the 

“postponement of the delivery” found in “halt”, “hold”, and “delay”, and the latter was 

identified twice. The Actors in these processes were The US and Washington. The second 

group questions the legitimacy of military practice and this can be found in examples such as 

“install a new government”, and “hastening Egypt’s return to a democratically elected 

government”, in which two Actors were involved, namely the US as Actor of hastening and 

Egypt as Actor of return. 

           With regard to the Mental processes, it is significant to uncover how the world (or the 

US here) perceived both conflicted groups, pro- Morsi protestors and the Egyptian 

government. Four occurrences were identified in AAE2. The meaning of these processes 

mainly construes “reviewing and reconsidering the decision” which can be found in such 

examples as “Obama has decided” and “we do not believe”. The sensor of these processes was 

President Obama, his spokesperson and national security team. One of the Mental-process 

examples came in a nominalisation form in “unanimous consent of his entire national security 

team”, which will be discussed in the narrative. The total number of Mental processes in AJE2 

was 6. The meaning of these processes is associated with “uncertainty and reconsideration of 
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the situation”.  The process of deciding occurred four times. Two of them were identified as 

nominalisation with the US and the administration as recoverable Actors. The Actor is the 

same in the other two processes in “review the options” and “consult”.  

           In terms of the Relational processes, there were two identified processes in AAE2. The 

first occurrence was in “first elected” with Morsi as Carrier and “appropriate time” as 

Attribute with “the current situation” as a recoverable Carrier. Regarding AJE2, the count of 

the Relational processes was the second most dominant with 9 times. The first group is 

associated with the US position of the situation in which it came as Carrier in “remains 

committed” with committed as Attribute, and “focused” as Attribute, and “not specific” with 

Pentagon as Carrier. The second group revolves around the bilateral cooperation between US 

and Egypt. Two occurrences were identified in “scheduled” with the training as Carrier, and 

“centrepiece” as Attribute with the same Carrier. 

Table 5.7: Total of transitivity-process occurrences   

Process type Occurrences in AJE2 Occurrences in AAE2 

Material 11 14 

Mental 6 4 

Verbal 5 3 

Relational 9 2 

Total 30 22 

 

           In terms of Appraisal analysis, AAE2’s focus was on the unsettled situation across the 

country. Eight occurrences were identified throughout the text. It heightened the lack of 

security in several examples sometimes inscribed in terms of negative Security such as 

“violence and terrorism”, and “violence surged’, or evoked as in “current situation’.  In 

second position is Propriety which was identified in four occurrences, one of which is “the 

army and police crackdown against terrorism”, that was evoked in terms of Judgement to 

evaluate opponents who were inferable from the context and who would all be supporters of 

the old regime. The most dominant appraisal category in terms of AJE was associated with 

the meaning of determination or Tenacity in Appraisal terms. The US was determined to tackle 

the situation in Egypt through the positive Tenacity in “install a new government”, “hastening 

Egypt’s return to a democratically elected government”, and “will continue”, the latter also 
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implicit deontic inclination in modality terms. The second most frequent category was related 

to the legitimacy of the army’s practice through the Inscribed negative Propriety in “a country 

underwent a coup” and “under US law”. 

 
           In terms of Thematic analysis (see Table 5.8), the total retrieval of AAE is 17. Two of 

which were identified in a theme such as “given the current situation” that was coded as 

Marked theme to heighten the evoked lack of security in terms of appraisal. In terms of AJE, 

a total of 23 themes were found. Two of these themes came as Marked Thematic analysis in 

“under US law” to emphasise the US uncertainty towards the situation raising doubts about 

the legitimacy of the army’s practice. 

Table 5.8: Thematic Analysis in AJE1and AAE1 
 

Theme Type: Marked Unmarked 

AJE 2 16 

AAE 1 15 

 
 
 

Stage Two:  AAE2 
 
 

Based on the SFL analysis in stage one, the researcher conducts a semi-objective 

analysis 16 in a story-like narrative to investigate the salient SFL features together with the 

nomination strategies marked in the script and rhetorical structures. The social groups 

involved are the US or the US president, the army, the protestors, and Morsi. The narrative 

which reports the US position of the events in Egypt has been coded and interpreted 

thoroughly from headlines to closures in both media websites. 

 

 
16 Stage2A (the table stage) is a selection of the salient clauses, systems, categories of the objective SFL analysis 
in stage one. In other words, the researcher chooses what he thinks can be more salient in terms of Syntactic, 
Script, and Rhetorical structures. 



Table 5.9: Three Structural Elements’ Summary (AAE2) 
 

Section Text progression Script Structure (Transitivity analysis and nomination 
strategies) 

Rhetorical Structure (Appraisal resources, modality 
analysis and nomination strategies) 

Headline 1 
 

US Obama halts delivery of F-
16s to Egypt given ‘current 
situation’. 
 
 

US Obama (Surname and toponym) as Actor of halting 
and delivery as Scope with Egypt (toponym) as 
Recipient. 
Delivery as nominalisation with US Obama as Actor 
and F-16s as Goal; 
Given the current situation as Cir: Cause. 

Given ‘current situation’ (evoked: Affect: -Security); 
‘Current situation’ in a scare quote (Engagement: 
Heterogloss; Expansion; Acknowledging the authorial 
voice); 
US Obama (nominated by personal reference which 
may imply that the decision to halt the plane is 
personal based) 
 

Headline 2 
 

Following Egypt’s army 
chief’s call for protests to 
support army and police 
‘against terrorism’ US 
suspends delivery of fighter 
jets to Egypt. 
 
Following Egypt’s army 
chief’s call for protests to 
support army and police 
‘against terrorism’ as marked 
theme 
 
 

Egypt’s army chief (political professionym and 
metonym) as Sayer of call and for protests to support 
army and police as Projection; 
Protests to support as nominalisation with Actor 
deleted; support in non-finite form with actor deleted 
and police and army as Goal; 
Supporters (actionym) as protesting; 
‘against terrorism ‘ as Circ: Manner; 
opponents (actionym) in non-finite process as Actor; 
US (metonym) as Actor of suspends and delivery as 
Goal with Egypt (metonym) as Recipient. 

‘against terrorism’ (inscribed; Affect: -Security); 
 
‘against terrorism’ in a scare quote (Engagement: 
Heterogloss; Expansion; Acknowledging the authorial 
voice); 
 
Egypt in reference army chief (Assimilation to 
heighten belongingness to the same group; 
affiliation; solitary); 
 
to support army and police ‘against terrorism’ 
(evoked; Judgement; social sanction: -Propriety) 
evaluation of opponents to marginalise them. 

Lead 
 

President Barack Obama has 
decided to halt the delivery of 
F-16 fighter jets to Egypt for an 
undetermined period due to the 
“current situation” on the 
ground there, the Pentagon 

President Barack Obama (politonym and full name) as 
Sensor of decided; 
The delivery of F-16 fighter jets as nominalisation with 
Obama as recoverable Actor and F-16 fighter jets as 
Scope and Egypt as Recipient; 
Due to the current situation as Circ: Cause. 

President Barack Obama (nominated by full name 
reference to heighten that the decision was personal-
based one) 
‘current situation’ (inscribed; Affect: -Security); 
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said on Wednesday. ‘current situation’ in a scare quote (Engagement: 
Heterogloss; Expansion; Acknowledging the authorial 
voice); 
 
undetermined period (Graduation of Force to 
emphasise time); 
Pentagon attributed as source to give authority. 

Supporting 
Paragraph 1 
  
 
 

“Given the current situation in 
Egypt, we do not believe it is 
appropriate to move forward at 
this time with the delivery of F-
16s,”  
Pentagon spokesman George 
Little told reporters, adding 
Obama’s decision was made 
with the unanimous consent of 
his entire national security 
team. 
Given the current situation 
in Egypt as marked theme 

Given the current situation in Egypt as Circ: Matter; 
The Pentagon (pronominal we) as recoverable Sensor; 
to move forward as non-finite process with Pentagon as 
recoverable Actor; 
The delivery of F-16s as nominalisation with Pentagon 
as recoverable Actor and and F-16 fighter jets as Scope; 
Obama’s decision as nominalisation with Obama as 
Sensor; 
consent of his entire national security team as 
nominalisation with security team as Sensor. 

it is appropriate to move forward at this time with the 
delivery of F-16s (inscribed; Affect:  Appreciation; 
+complexity); 
Obama’s decision was made with the unanimous 
consent (inscribed; Affect:  Appreciation: Valuation); 
Unanimous and entire (Graduation of Quantity to 
emphasize the authority of the decision); 
Obama’s decision and his… (nominated by personal 
reference again to heighten that the decision is an 
individual-based one.) 
Pentagon Spokesman George Little (nominated by 
full name and politonym) attributed as source to give 
more specific authority. 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 2 
 
Transition  
 
 

Violence has surged in Egypt 
since the popularly-backed 
military overthrow of 
Mohamed Morsi, Egypt’s first 
democratically elected 
president. 
 

Violence as Actor of has surged; 
Security forces and Opponents (actionym); 
the popularly-backed military overthrow of Mohamed 
Morsi as nominalisation with Egyptian people as 
Inferable Actor and Mohammed Morsi, Egypt’s first 
democratically elected president (full politonym, 
metonym, and full name) as Goal; 
democratically elected president Morsi as Goal and 
Egyptians as inferable Actor of elected. 

Violence has surged in Egypt (inscribed; Affect; -
Security); 
popularly-backed military (Judgement; Social-
esteem; + Normality); 
evaluation of military (actionym). 
Popularly-backed military overthrow of Mohamed 
Morsi (evoked; Judgement; social Sanction: 
+Propriety) 
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Closure 
 

Egyptian army chief Abdel-
Fattah El-Sisi has called for 
nationwide rallies on Friday to 
mandate the armed forces and 
police to crackdown on 
“violence and terrorism,” 
following the series of violent 
clashes across the country. 
 

Egyptian army chief Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi (political 
professionym) as Sayer of called and for nationwide 
rallies as Projection; 
nationwide rallies as nominalisation with Egyptians as 
inferable Actor; 
to mandate the armed forces and police as non-finite 
process with Egyptians as inferable Actor and the 
armed forces and police as Goal; 
crackdown as nominalisation with armed forces and 
police as actor; 
on “violence and terrorism,” as Circ: Cause; 
Morsi supporters (actionym) as inferable actor of 
terrorise; 
the series of violent clashes as normalisation with 
Morsi supporters and army forces as inferable Actors. 

To crackdown on violence and terrorism (Inscribed; 
Affect; -Security); 
the series of violent clashes across the country 
(inscribed; Affect; -Security); 
the series (Graduation of Quantity to emphasise -
Security) 
across the country (Graduation of Quantity to 
emphasise -Security)  
has called for nationwide rallies (evoked; +Propriety); 
evaluation of El-Sisi; 
nationwide (Graduation of Quantity to heighten 
people’s affiliation with police and army) 
to mandate the armed forces and police to crackdown 
(evoked Judgement; +Tenacity) 
“violence and terrorism,” (Engagement: Heterogloss; 
Expansion; Acknowledging the authorial voice). 
Egyptian army chief Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi (nationym, 
and full name to heighten solidarity and personal 
feelings) 

 
 



 Analytical Description 
 

Headline  

        The headline represents the story to be reported in terms of the US taking the Actor role 

in halting its intended delivery of the fighter planes, with Egypt as the intended but now 

frustrated Recipient.  The nomination strategy here is marked, with the US blended as both 

the state and the person of President Obama, while Egypt is represented in toponymic terms, 

which evokes the nation state.  The causes behind Obama/the US’s actions are left vague, with 

‘the current situation’ in scare quotes perhaps evoking a sense of insecurity without clearly 

specifying this.  It is possible to discern one of Entman’s (1993) categories or subthemes in 

the headline, thereby establishing a specific reading frame from the outset, where the non-

delivery of the planes is seen as a problem, the state of Egypt as the victim, and the US, and 

particularly Obama, as the immediate cause, but with the yet-to-be specified ‘situation’ as the 

underlying cause.  

Sub-headline 

       This section represents two different activities which it connects logically: the first is a 

repetition of the US suspending delivery of the planes, but this now has a further action added 

in terms of the army’s call for protests in support of the army and police against terrorism.  

Terrorism, given salience as part of a Marked Theme, is presented as the cause, at least 

indirectly, of the US action.  El-Sisi is nominated in terms of both his rank and state/country, 

while the US is simply represented toponymically.  The security forces are represented as both 

the intended Goals of the public’s support and as the opponents of terrorism, a term which 

seems to develop the unspecified “situation” from the headline in specifically social sanction 

and security terms.  The lack of security of the current situation is thus intensified while the 

armed forces can be seen to evoke contrasting ideas of + Security/+Social Sanction.  A second 

sub-theme emerges here: the underlying cause of the problem is the insecurity created by the 

‘terrorism’ (which readers will understand refers to the acts of the ousted regime’s supporters), 

while the army and police are seen as not just fighting the terrorism but as upholding national 

unity and security (as suggested by the toponymic references).   

          The headline and sub-headline thus serve to present a problematic situation and to 

expand on this to suggest which Actors are ultimately responsible for the problem and which 

Actors are working to resolve it, setting the security forces on the side of the country and the 

public, and the ‘terrorists’ in direct opposition to both.  Another important theme embedded 
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in this section, through the legitimation of the security forces’ actions (as both moral and as 

representing the nation) is the legitimation of the current regime. “Following Egypt’s army 

chief’s call for protests to support army and police ‘against terrorism’”, suggested evoked 

positive Propriety in the army national duty, and its role to enhance security in the country 

against the threat apparently posed by the ousted-regime supporters. Another nomination 

strategy is marked here to suggest positive Propriety to the role of the military forces identified 

in the use of ‘Egypt’ in which the writer seemed to confirm that the army chief is a 

representative for Egyptians, and it is also positive Propriety because it is ‘against terrorism’ 

which is another signifying element that was heightened not only because it occurred in the 

sub-headline and heightened in a scare quote but also being part of a marked Theme. 

‘Terrorism’ explains the situation more clearly here that explicitly stresses the lack of security 

in the country and negative Propriety of those who posed it.  

Lead 

           This section represents Obama as Sensor choosing to halt delivery of planes to Egypt 

as Recipient. A very personal nomination strategy is marked in ‘President Barak Obama’ and 

also the switch to the Mental process, thus highly personalising the suspension of the delivery 

of the US planes on the one hand, while the nomination strategy of the Pentagon, the military 

institution, as the source of the attribution, again serves to conflate the person of Obama with 

the US regime. The delay itself is now Intensified in ‘for an undetermined period’, a vague 

term which combines with the repeated ‘current situation’ which occurred again in a scare 

quote referring to the unstable situation previously specified in ‘terrorism’ posed by the 

military opponents. Obama’s decision again is heightened as is the impact of that decision on 

the bilateral relations. Legitimation construction is identified through the personal authority 

of Obama, and his role is intensified through the nomination in position and full toponymic 

terms, which imply his major responsibility for halting the plane delivery.   

Supporting Paragraphs 

               This section represents the Pentagon as Sensor blaming the ‘current situation’ for the 

delay of delivery. It also construed Obama and his security team as Sensors making the 

decision of halting the shipment. This part of the story starts with a Marked theme to provide 

an angle of a mini frame, for the third time, to intensify the underlying problem or the cause 

in the script terms; ‘the current situation’ which again heightens the lack of security posed by 
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terrorists across the country. The nomination strategy of the Pentagon, the military institution, 

is attributed as source but more specifically this time to the Pentagon spokesman George Little. 

The decision is made by the national security team with intensified force by stating that the 

decision was not made only by the Pentagon but by ‘unanimous consent’. The Pentagon 

spokesman literally justifies the decision by stressing that it was not one man’s decision but 

rather the ‘entire… team’s’ with ‘unanimous consent’. Although it is implied that Obama’s 

decision was personal for the third time as the commander who had the final say, to enhance 

the direction of the idea in the first and third sections: the headline and the lead.  

                  The second supporting paragraph is seen to be a transition in Pan and Kosicki’s 

(1993) terms since it moves from headline story itself to discuss the underlying causes of the 

problem in more detail/focus. It linked the increasing violence to unspecified Actors and the 

military overthrow suggested as possible Cause. Though it was anonymous, the reader can 

cognitively anchor the Actors of violence which could be inferred from the context, and in this 

case, they are both pro and anti-government camps. The rhetorical language stresses the lack 

of security condition and that explicitly emerged in ‘violence’ with Intensified Force in 

‘surged’ to negatively evaluate two deleted agents. The security was interestingly linked to a 

tricky two-sided nature of the conflict establishing two cases of inscribed positive Propriety 

appraisal from two opposite directions. The ‘Popularly- backed military overthrow of Morsi’ 

can be interpreted as a moral practice achieved by the military with nationwide support even 

though the whole justifiable action here could be the Cause of the violence in the script terms 

that lead to the overthrow of ‘Egypt’s first democratically elected president’.  

                    In the rhetorical terms, that positive Propriety practice by the military was made 

to eliminate a positive Propriety President. The theme inferred could be that the people who 

had elected the President are the same people in streets now requesting the armed forces to 

intervene to oust him from power. In a sense, people in this revolutionary period of Egypt’s 

history decide who was to rule and lead the country. They gave him their support via a 

legitimate means; poll box, but now because he has misused power, his legitimacy is therefore 

violated and no longer valid. A link could be created here to the previous end of the first 

supporting paragraph; “national security team” to maybe suggest that the team underestimated 

the critical security situation in the country and thus the decision must be reconsidered since 
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there is an Immediate need to deliver the planes and so this section begins with “violence has 

surged” to provide more specific explanation to what was meant by the ‘current situation’.  

Closure 

                 This conclusion of the story supports the body transition. It represents the Army 

chief as assuming the Actor role by calling for a nationwide rally to mandate the armed forces 

and police as an essential means and Actors cracking down on’ violence and terrorism’ the 

potentially risky Goal. The two Actors involved in the reciprocal clashing process are left 

unnamed while the nomination strategy marked with the chief being named in not only 

toponymic terms, but also in terms of both his rank and also in terms of the state/country, 

which again evokes the nation state. Stressing the direction of the previous section, the AAE 

writer sums up the story by supporting the transition that comes to back up the marked theme 

in the sub-headline. It represented the process of cracking down on ‘violence and terrorism’ 

to be a positive Propriety by the morally evaluated Actors of the process; police and army to 

enhance Security in the country which could be perhaps a legitimate role contributing in 

finding a solution for the main problem; releasing the delivery of planes.  

               It suggests that the untitled terrorists are responsible for the second underlying 

problem; the current situation; turmoil in the country through associating them with terrorism. 

Since one side of the conflict was revealed; army and police, so the other side should be 

nothing but the opponents of the government. Fighting those terrorists who created violence 

everywhere can be interpreted, in Entman’s (1993) terms, as a suggested remedy to the 

underlying problem that reached to a ‘series of violent clashes’ – a nominalised process with 

untold Actors and Intensified Force in terms of graduation to complete the picture of the 

emergence of the confrontational frame in the second part of the story. The main subthemes 

which emerged in this section also worked as a support paragraph to intensify the cause of the 

problem, ‘the current situation’, instead of the main problem, ‘delaying the delivery’, is the 

president’s call for Egyptians’ to nationwide rally to support the army and police to tackle the 

‘current situation,’.   
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Stage Two: AJE2 
 
 

This section will analyse and interpret how AJE2 reports the US delay of the scheduled 

shipment of war planes. This examines how the main social actors including Obama, the US 

administration, the Egyptian military, and the ousted president Morsi were represented and 

nominated in terms of the syntactic, script, and rhetorical structures. This will be followed by 

a prose interpretation to elaborate more about the linguistic findings detailed in the Table. 

 
 
 



Table 5.10: Three Structural Elements’ Box Syntheses (AJE2) 
 
Section Text progression Script Structure (Transitivity analysis and nomination 

strategies) 
Rhetorical Structure (Appraisal resources, modality 
analysis and nomination strategies) 

Headline 1 US delays F-16 fighter jet delivery to 
Egypt 
 
 

US (toponym used as metonym) as Actor of delays 
and F-16 fighter jet delivery as Scope with Egypt 
(metonym) as Recipient; 
Delivery as nominalisation with US as Actor and F-
16s as Goal; 

US delays F-16 fighter jet delivery (evoked; Judgement; 
social esteem; +Normality). 
 

Headline 2 Washington halts shipment for an 
undefined period following the 
military’s overthrow of Mohammed 
Morsi as president. 
 

Washington (toponym used as metonym) as Actor of 
halts and shipment as Scope; 
The military’s overthrow (militarionym) as 
nominalisation with the military as Actor and 
Mohammed Morsi (full name) as Goal; 
as president (political professionym) explicitly 
referenced as Circ: Role. 

The military’s overthrow of Mohammed Morsi 
(inscribed; attitude; Affect: -Security); 
Washington halts shipment for an undefined period 
(evoked; Appreciation; + Complexity); 
Unidentified period (Graduation; force to heighten 
complexity); 
As president: (evoked; Judgement; Social Sanctions: + 
Propriety). 

Lead The U.S. is delaying delivery of four F-
16 fighter jets to Egypt amid unrest 
following the military’s overthrow of 
Mohammed Morsi as president. 
 
 

The US (toponym used as metonym) as Actor of is 
delaying and four F-16 fighter jets as Scope with Egypt 
(metonym) as Recipient; 
The military’s overthrow (militarionym) as 
nominalisation with the military as Actor and 
Mohammed Morsi (full name and politonym) as 
Goal; 
as president (politonym) explicitly referenced Circ: 
Role. 
 

Amid unrest following the military’s overthrow of 
Mohammed Morsi (inscribed; Affect: –Security); 
The U.S. is delaying delivery of four F-16 fighter jets to 
Egypt (evoked; Judgement; Social Esteem; Normality); 
Four (Graduation of Quantity); 
as president:  
à (evoked; Judgement; Social Sanctions: + 
Propriety); 
à politonym role heightened to establish personal 
authority 
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Supporting 
Paragraph 1 
 
 
 

“President Barack Obama made the 
decision to hold up the F-16 delivery 
while the administration continues to 
review options and consult with 
Congress on military assistance 
generally,” Pentagon press secretary 
George Little on Wednesday. He said the 
decision was made given the overall 
situation in Egypt. 
 

President Barack Obama (politonym and full name) 
as  Sensor of made and the decision as Scope; 
decision to hold up as nominalisation with Obama as 
Sensor and the F-16 delivery as Phenomenon; 
Pentagon press Secretary George Little and 
pronominal form He as Sayer of said in full 
projection: 
The decision as nominalisation with President 
Obama as recoverable Sensor. 

The administration continues to review options 
(inscribed; Judgment: Social Esteem: +Tenacity); 
given the overall situation in Egypt (evoked; Affect: –
Security); 
overall (Graduation of Force to heighten – Security); 
continues to review options and consult with Congress 
on military assistance (evoked; Affect:  Appreciation; + 
Complexity); 
 
Pentagon press Secretary George Little (politonym and 
full name) attributed as Source to give personal 
Authority to establish legitimation for the decision). 

Supporting 
Paragraph 2 
 

“We remain committed to the US-Egypt 
defense relationship... Moving forward, 
everything that we do and say will 
continue to be focused on hastening 
Egypt’s return to a democratically 
elected government as soon as possible,” 
he added. 
 
Moving forward as Marked theme 

US administration (pronominal form we) as Carrier of 
remains and committed as Attribute; 
Moving forward as non-finite process with US 
administration as recoverable Actor; 
US administration (pronominal form we) as Carrier of 
be and focused as Attribute; 
On hastening Egypt’s return to democracy as Circ: 
Purpose. 
Hastening as non-finite process with “we” as 
recoverable Actor and Egypt’s return as Goal; 

We remain committed to the US-Egypt defense 
relationship (inscribed; Judgment: Social Esteem: 
+Tenacity); 
Moving forward, everything that we do and say will 
continue to be focused (inscribed; Judgment: social 
esteem: +Tenacity); 
hastening Egypt’s return to a democratically elected 
government (inscribed; Judgment: Social Sanction: 
+Propriety) 
everything and as soon as possible (Intensified 
Graduation of force to heighten + Propriety); 
Pentagon press secretary George Little attributed 
(pronominal form he) attributed as Source. 
On hastening Egypt’s return to democracy: Effect-
oriented Rationalisation to delegitimise the military 
procedures. 
 



  
 

 
 
 

164 

Supporting 
Paragraph 3 

As there is no timetable for proceeding 
with the delivery, Pentagon was not 
specific about the reasons for delaying it. 
US Defence Secretary Chuck Hagel also 
called Egypt’s military chief, General 
Sisi, on Wednesday to discuss the 
administration’s decision. 
 
As there is no timetable for proceeding 
with the delivery as Marked theme 
 

“no timetable for proceeding with the delivery” as 
Existent in conditional clause; 
 
US Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel (political 
professionym and full name)  as Actor of called and 
Egypt’s military chief General Sisi (politonym, 
metonym, and surname) as Sayer of discuss and the 
administration’s decision as Target. 

As there is no timetable for proceeding with the delivery 
(evoked; Appreciation; +Complexity and Inscribed; 
Judgement; + Normality);  
Pentagon was not specific about the reasons for 
delaying it (evoked; Appreciation; +Complexity); 
 
US Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel attributed as Source 
to give personal authority to establish legitimation for 
the decision). 

Supporting 
Paragraph 4 
 
 

The four F-16s are part of a previously 
arranged sale of 20 jets. Eight of the F-
16s were delivered earlier this year; after 
the four originally set for delivery this 
week the final eight were to be sent later 
this year. Also on order by the Egyptian 
military are US-made M1A1 Abrams 
tanks; the administration has not yet 
decided whether to go ahead with those. 
 
Also on order by the Egyptian military 
as Marked theme 
 

arranged as non-finite process with US and Egypt as 
guessable Actors and sale of 20 jets as Scope; 
were delivered as non-finite process with US as 
unrecoverable Actor and eight of the F-16s as Scope; 
Set for delivery as nominalisation with US as 
unrecoverable Actor and Egypt as unrecoverable 
Recipient; 
to be sent as non-finite process with US as recoverable 
Actor and Egypt as unrecoverable Recipient; 
on order by the Egyptian military as nominalisation 
with Egyptian military (nationym) as recoverable 
Carrier and US-made M1A1 Abrams tanks (metonym 
and militarionym) as Value; 
The administration (politonym) as Sensor of has not 
decided and to go ahead with those as Phenomenon; 
 to go ahead as non-finite form with administration as 
recoverable Actor and with this as Verbiage.   

The administration has not yet decided whether to go 
ahead with those (inscribed; Judgment: Social Esteem: 
-Tenacity); 
four and eight (Intensified Graduation of Quantity);  
earlier this year and later this year (Intensified 
Graduation of Force to heighten Scope; time); 

Supporting 
Paragraph 5 
 
 

The delay is the first direct action the US 
has taken since the Egyptian military 
ousted Morsi and installed a new civilian 
government. Under US law, military aid 

The delay as Carrier with the first direct action as 
Attribute;  
the US (toponym used as metonym) as Actor and the 
delivery of planes as recoverable Scope;  

a country that underwent a coup (evoked; Attitude: 
Appreciation: Reaction: -Balance); 
military aid to a country that underwent a coup d’état 
must be suspended (evoked Judgement; Social 
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to a country that underwent a coup d’etat 
must be suspended. 
 
 
Under US law as Marked Theme 

the Egyptian military (nationym and militarionym)  as 
Actor of ousted and Morsi as Goal; 
the Egyptian military (nationym and militarionym)  as 
recoverable Actor of installed and a new civilian 
government as Goal; 
to undergo as non-finite process in Circumstance with 
a country as Carrier and a coup as Attribute 

Sanction: -Propriety) evaluation of the military 
intervention as coup d’état to establish de-legitimation; 
Theoretical Rationalisation; Definition to emphasise the 
outcome of the action in which one activity is defined 
in terms of another, emphasise activity (Van Leeuwen, 
2007); 

suspended (evoked Judgement; Social Sanction: 
+Propriety) 

Must (Intensified Graduation of Force); 
The delay is the first direct action the US has taken 
(Under the US law: impersonal Authority to legitimise 
the suspension). 

Supporting 
Paragraph 6 
 
 

The Obama administration still has not 
decided whether to call Morsi’s 
overthrow a coup. Egypt is a key ally in 
the Middle East and the Obama 
administration is reluctant to cut off the 
$1.3bn aid package it sends to Cairo 
every year. 
 

The Obama administration (actionym and surname) as 
Sensor;  
whether to call as non-finite process with Obama 
administration as recoverable Attributor and Morsi’s 
overthrow as Carrier and a coup as Attribute. 
Obama administration as Carrier and reluctant as 
Attribute; 
to cut off as non-finite process with the US 
(pronominal form -it) as recoverable Actor and the 
$1.3bn aid package as Scope and to Cairo as 
Recipient.  
 

The Obama administration still has not decided 
whether to call Morsi’s overthrow a coup (evoked; 
Appreciation: -Balance); 
the Obama administration is reluctant to cut off the 
$1.3bn aid package it sends to Cairo every year 
(inscribed; Judgment: Social Esteem: -Tenacity); 
Egypt is a key ally in the Middle East (Significative; 
Theoretical Rationalisation to emphasise the bilateral 
relationship between the two countries) 
Key (Intensified Graduation to heighten the 
Significative role of Egypt); 
In the Middle East: Graduation; Force: Downscaling) 
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Closure 
 
 
 
 
 

This year’s military exercise called 
Bright Star with Egypt is still scheduled 
to go ahead as planned. Bright Star has 
been a centerpiece of the two countries’ 
military relations for decades. 
It usually is held every other year, but the 
2011 manoeuvres were cancelled 
following the revolution that ousted 
President Hosni Mubarak. This year’s 
exercise is tentatively planned to begin 
in mid-September. 

 

This year’s military exercise as nominalisation with 
scheduled as Attribute and exercise as Carrier;  
to go ahead as non-finite process with US as 
unrecoverable Actor; 
This year’s exercise is planned as nominalisation with 
Egypt and US as recoverable Sensor; 
to begin as non-finite process with Egypt and US as 
recoverable Actor. 

This year’s military exercise called Bright Star with 
Egypt is still scheduled to go ahead as planned 
(inscribed; Affect: + inclination); 
This year’s exercise is tentatively planned to begin in 
mid-September (inscribed; Affect: + Inclination); 
 
Tentatively: Graduation of Force; Downscaling; 
 
Bright Star has been a centerpiece of the two countries’ 
military relations for decades decades (evoked; 
Judgement; Social esteem: + Appreciation) and 
(Definition Theoretical Rationalisation in which one 
activity is defined in terms of another; Significative); 
Centrepiece (evoked; Judgement; Social Esteem: + 
Normality); 
for decades (Graduation of Quantity; Extent to heighten 
Scope); 
but (Engagement: Heterogloss; Disclaim; Counter) to 
invoke contrary position; 
the 2011 manoeuvres were cancelled following the 
revolution that ousted President Hosni Mubarak 
(Effect-oriented Rationalisation to stress the outcome of 
the action) 



Analytical Interpretation 
 

Headline 
 
        The US is presented in toponymic terms taking the Actor role in delaying the F-16 fighter 

jet delivery, with Egypt as the intended Recipient. The non-delivery of planes on time is 

implied to be a normal procedure by the US because of the Material-process use of the verb: 

delay instead of halt or suspend which suggests an abrupt stop or prevention which may be a 

reference of abnormal activity. The theme found here implies that the delay of delivery is a 

temporary problem.  

Sub-headline 

       This section represents two different activities which they connect logically. The first is a 

repetition of Washington as an Actor halting shipment of planes but with more intensified 

Force in ‘for undefined period’ while ‘Washington’ is referred to as (toponym used as 

metonym) here. It reveals a logical sequence in terms of nomination; the country in the 

headline and the capital in the sub-headline, and this time with the absence of the Recipient, 

‘Egypt’. The second activity involved is the military being the Actor of the process 

overthrowing and Morsi is represented through his Circumstance: Role as president. Although 

the writer used ‘follow’ not ‘because of’ to connect the two activities, this section still implies 

causality with evoked negative Social Sanction especially when ‘overthrow’ is associated with 

‘military’. The Theme identified here suggests the military’s intervention to oust Morsi as a 

possible cause of the problem. 

Lead 

       This section represents the same two activities in the sub-headline with cause/effect 

implication. It again represents the US (in toponymic terms again) taking the Actor role of the 

delaying process of the delivery which is specified in terms of quantity and model of planes 

to the intended Recipient, Egypt. It used the circumstance of time and the rheme ‘amid’ to 

stress the -Security ‘unrest’, and ‘following’, which in terms of evaluation, implies causality. 

In other words, the delay happened at the same time of the military’s action of overthrowing 

Mohammed Morsi who is represented toponymically (full name) and again through his Role 

as president before being removed is heightened to also establish Abstraction to the toppled 

regime. Another sub-Theme emerged: the underlying effect of the problem is the violence that 

erupted immediately after the possible cause, the ‘military’s overthrow’. Abstraction'' in 

Moralisation is usually used to refer to “practices (or to one or more of their component actions 
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or reactions) in abstract ways that “moralise” them by distilling from them a quality that links 

them to discourses of moral values'' (Van Leeuwen, 2008, p. 111). 

Supporting Paragraphs 

A. Supporting paragraphs 1 and 2  

      The first two paragraphs are represented through the decision of holding up the delivery 

being practised by three parties involved in the decision-making process: President Barack 

Obama, the administration, and the Congress. President Barack Obama is represented as the 

Sensor making the decision while the other two Sensors, the administration and Congress, are 

also involved in reviewing and in the consultation process on the military assistance as 

intended but pending Goal. The US administration and the Congress in the plural pronoun 

‘we’, functioned as Carriers of two Attributes; being committed to maintain the US-Egypt 

relationship as well as being focused on “hastening Egypt’s return to democracy”, that is 

identified as Condition to release the delivery. In both paragraphs, President Obama and 

George Little were referred to in full toponymic and position terms.  

           In this section, Pentagon press secretary George Little is attributed as Source in both 

paragraphs. It is saturated with Tenacity and Capacity appraisal. The US is construed to be 

firm, well-determined and taking steady moves to evaluate the whole situation in Egypt 

through the evoked +Tenacity of committed, moving forward, and focused with intensified 

force of ‘remain’ to give it a double Tenacity sense showing that the US will be devoted to 

maintain the two countries’ relationship in defence which can evoke +security and it is moving 

forward, continuing and being genuinely focused in a deep way, which suggests that the US 

is doing its job properly evoking Tenacity. The US is also depicted to be thoughtful and have 

more futuristic vision towards the situation in Egypt which delayed the delivery decision 

through the + Capacity and + Propriety of hastening the return to a democratically elected 

government with intensified force of as soon as possible.  

           The Reason behind the decision is left vague, with ‘given the overall situation’ perhaps 

evoking a sense of insecurity with intensified force of overall. The theme embedded in this 

section may suggest that although the non-delivery of planes is a problem, the decision is still 

justifiable because it is well thought-out and considered by not only President Obama but also 

together with three other significant parties; the US administration and Congress as well as 

the Pentagon whose press secretary George Little is attributed as source. It represented the 
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overall situation as the problem for holding up the delivery, which can be seen to evoke - 

security. In Entman’s (1993) terms, the underlying theme suggested ‘hastening Egypt’s return 

to a democratically elected government’, as a remedy to solve the problem. The theme is 

increased through the Means-oriented instrumentality of Rationalisation established in this 

sentence. The purpose of Means-oriented instrumentality is “to construct as in the action, and 

the action as a means to an end. The formula is then either “I achieve doing (or being, or 

having) y by x-ing” or “x-ing serves to achieve being (or doing, or having) y” (Van Leeuwen, 

2007, p.114). Here the action is ‘hastening Egypt’s return to democracy’, which is the real 

purpose, serves as a means to achieve another goal, which is, releasing the delivery of F-16s 

which is the problem in Entman’s (1993) terms.  

B. Supporting Paragraph 3 to 6 (Background) 

      The third paragraph continues looking at the situation through the angle of the Pentagon, 

which is represented in a Relational-process sentence as a wary Carrier not being specific 

about the reasons for delay. The US Defence Secretary Chuck Hagel is represented as Actor 

calling Egypt’s military chief, General Sisi, in which both were Sayers in the process of 

discussing the decision. The nomination strategy here is marked, both Egyptian and US 

representatives referred to in terms of their state, the job/rank, and the person while the 

delivery as Token being part of previously arranged sale as Value and the US construed as an 

implicit Actor who delivered eight of these planes earlier which year? but still a reluctant 

Sensor with regard to sending the remaining planes. The rhetorical language suggests that the 

US is very cautious and indecisive regarding the evaluation of the situation in Egypt through 

the positive Complexity of not specific and there is no timetable for proceeding. The theme 

implies that the problem will not be solved immediately, and the causes of the problem are 

still ambiguous, but more discussions can lead to a solution for the problem. 

           In the fourth and fifth paragraphs, two activities are represented which are logically 

connected. It portrayed the action of delaying the delivery to the action of ousting Morsi and 

installing a new government by the Egyptian military taking the implicit Actor role. ‘Since’ 

in this context works as ‘following’ in the sub-headline to again imply cause and effect and 

‘Under US law’ is represented as Condition and ‘military aid to a country (Carrier) that 

underwent a coup d’état as Attribute, the US as Actor of suspending. However, the Obama 
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administration as Carrier of the Attribute of being reluctant in calling the action of 

overthrowing Morsi a coup and whether to take the action of cutting off or sending the annual 

aid package to Cairo. It is represented through the negative Propriety of a country that 

underwent a coup d’état. The Relational process “underwent” that comes in a Circumstance 

is very important. According to the Cambridge Dictionary, to undergo something is “to 

experience something that is unpleasant…”. Therefore, the selected process here deepened the 

negative evaluation of the military’s practice. It is even more heightened through the Deontic 

Obligation of must while Obama administration construed as being irresolute and still 

reconsidering the $1.3bn aid through the negative Capacity of “has not decided and reluctant”.   

       Obama’s indecisiveness in labelling what happened to the shipment is justifiable to avoid 

violation of the US law. Effect-oriented instrumentality is employed to enhance this meaning. 

It suggests that ''purpose is the outcome of an action,'' and ''there is no identity between the 

agent of the action, whose purpose is to be constructed, and the agent of the action that 

constitutes the purpose itself'' (van Leeuwen, 2008; 115). Therefore, the military intervention 

to oust President Morsi is presented as an underlying problem to the main problem, halting 

the planes. 

    Finally, this section represents Egypt as historical Value through “Egypt as a key ally to the 

US”. This meaning is supported through the Effect-oriented Abstraction constructed to 

legitimise the US action in “Egypt is a key ally,” which can be coded as a Downscaling of 

Force by constraining the geographical extent of the Key ally. 

Closure 

         This section represents the historical background in terms of the mutual military 

cooperation rather than being a real closure. It represents US and Egypt as Actors participating 

in this year’s military exercise and every other year’s manoeuvres. In 2011, the US was an 

implicit Actor cancelling the exercise after the action of ousting President Hosni and the Actor 

here is ‘the revolution’ not ‘the military’. It represents the Value of this exercise, which called 

Bright Star a ‘centrepiece of the two countries’ military relations’. Despite the complicated 

situation on the ground and the difficulty of defining the military overthrow, the US is 

portrayed to be determined and willing to avoid what might influence the mutual military 

alliance through the tenacity of still scheduled to go ahead as planned. 
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           In Entman (1993)’s terms, options to solve the problem still exist because Bright Star 

has not been cancelled this year, which is dissimilar to what happened in the 2011 revolution 

when President Mubarak was ousted from power, but it can also imply that the manoeuvres 

are in danger of being cancelled at any time. The legitimation construction here may suggest 

the scenario of toppling Mubarak is different than Morsi’s and thus different procedure might 

be implemented. Negative comparison established to conclude this meaning. To explain this, 

Van Leeuwen (2007) argues that “the answer to the question ‘Why must I do this?’ or ‘Why 

must I do this in this way?’ is ‘because it is like another activity which is associated with 

positive values’, or the contrary in case of negative comparison, ‘because it is not like another 

activity which is associated with negative values’”(p.111). This argument is feasible since this 

is following two legitimation occurrences in which Significative Rationalisations were 

employed to heighten the bilateral military cooperation and alliance between US and Egypt 

found in ‘Egypt is a key ally’ in paragraph 6 and Bright Star has been a centrepiece of the two 

countries’ military relations for decades, with upscaled force on time - for decades. That 

implies that although the military intervention might be labelled as a coup, the nature of the 

situation might be different from the former in 2011. Van Leeuwen (2007) suggests that “it is 

not the practice, but one or more of the actors involved in the practice”. Therefore, the answer 

to the “why” question is: “because doing things this way is appropriate to the nature of these 

actors” (p.116) and in this context, it refers to the nature of the long military cooperation 

between US and Egypt. This also means the delay of the military aid will not affect the whole 

bilateral military cooperation enhancing the Value of Egypt as a key ally to the US in 

paragraph 6. 

Comparative Structural Analysis between AAE2 and AJE2 

            There was a conflict over what happened on 03JMI. The Morsi camp construed it as a 

coup d’état and the opposing camp labelled it as a second revolution or a new wave of 

revolution to restore the “stolen” democracy. The international position was significant in 

terms of legitimation construction for the military intervention and the type of authority 

established to (de-)legitimise the practice. The four mini-paragraph story in the AAE (see table 

5.11) reproduced from Reuters discussed three main issues: the primary theme, namely 

Obama’s decision to suspend the delivery of fighter jets to Egypt due to the ‘current situation’, 
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General El-Sisi’s call for Egyptians to rally ‘against terrorism,’ and violence and confrontation 

across the country.  

Table 5.11: Main Features in AAE2’s Representation Strategies 
 

Text Themes AAE2 
 Writer’s voice Example 
US decision to 
suspend the 
delivery 

Nomination strategy marked (personal 
reference) to hold Obama responsible for the 
the suspension.  

 “US Obama halted delivery” 

The situation 
in Egypt 

The writer employed scare quotes to 
Acknowledge the authorial voice and 
intensify negative Security. 
 

“Current situation,” 
“terrorism” 

Democracy Positive Propriety was coded to represent 
Morsi. He was nominated through 
Nationym, Actionym, and Politonym.  
 

Egypt’s first democratically 
elected president. 

Military 
Intervention 

The writer used double positive Propriety 
and positive Normality to represent the 
military procedure. 
 
 

the popularly-backed military 
overthrow of Mohamed Morsi, 
Egypt’s first democratically 
elected president. 
 

General El-
Sisi’s call for 
Egyptians 

The writer used positive Tenacity and 
Capacity against opponents. Nomination 
strategy is marked for assimilation to 
heighten affiliation and solidarity.   
 
 

Egypt’s army chief’s call for 
protests to support army and 
police  

violence  1. The writer nominated Morsi’s 
supporters through Actionym. He 
used negative Propriety and 
Engagement to Acknowledge El-
Sisi’s representation and marginalise 
opponents. 

2. Nominalised process suggests mutual 
respoinsibility. 

1. “against terrorism” 
2. “violence surged,’ and 

‘a series of violent 
clashes’  

 

          The underlying theme can be inferred through these rhetorical and script devices or what 

is defined by Pan and Kosicki (1993) as signifying elements that are scattered in different 

positions throughout the text to frame the story especially in the headline, being the most 

salient cue in framing and the lead; the second most “powerful framing device in the 

syntactical structure” (Pan & Kosicki, 1993, p.59), which both represent the top of the inverted 

pyramid of the syntactical structure as Pan and Kosicki (1993) suggested. The writer attracts 

the reader’s attention by the unusual nomination ‘US Obama’ stating Obama’s personal 

responsibility for halting the delivery of planes. The Marked theme in the sub-headline is also 

a cornerstone in the story that formed an angle of a mini frame to heighten the legitimate, 

justifiable role played by the police and army to maintain security in the country and its moral 

role in fighting ‘terrorism’; a term that occurred twice in two noticeable locations in the text - 
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the lead and the closure, and the role the police and army played is received with full support 

by Egyptians. This key angle of the story is clarified in the last two sections: Transition and 

closure.  

          The rhetorical evaluation was angled to intensify the lack of security in the country. The 

‘current situation’ is found to be the most frequently used signifying element identified in the 

headline, lead, and the first supporting paragraph and in the second part of the story which 

was clearly specified in the growing violence across the country in, ‘violence surged’ and ‘a 

series of violent clashes’. This could also be an indicator of the existence of the confrontation 

frame that is described by Gitlin (1980, cited in Pan & Kosicki, 1993. p.65) as “very effective 

in depicting and marginalising opponents”. 

           In terms of the headline, AAE2 produced a sub-headline to explain the ‘situation’ from 

its own perspective. One interpretation for this could have been to stress that this situation was 

just a temporary rather than a permanent one. The sub-headline focused on the military’s moral 

role in fighting ‘terrorism’. The lead in the story clearly identifies the actors (who), the action 

(what), the place (where), time (when) and the purpose of the action (why) and the why here 

was the ‘current situation’ that gave an angle or mini frame to frame the rest of the story from 

the writer’s own perspective. Pan and Kosicki (1993) state: “A good lead will give a story a 

newsworthy angle, suggesting a particular perspective to view the event reported” (p.60).   In 

terms of the script, the lead in AAE2 summarises the whole event. Obama’s personal 

responsibility for the problem was also implied in the headline, lead, and supporting paragraph 

one, to provide another angle in the story serving the writer’s perspective. The national support 

for General El Sisi established legitimacy for the overthrow since, according to the writer, it 

is not just an overthrow, but it is rather a ‘popularly-backed’ overthrow and that nationwide 

support is also found in the call for Egyptians to rally against ‘terrorism’. The nomination 

strategy stressed the sense of national theme ‘Egypt’s chief’ and in two important sections in 

the story, Headline 2 and the closure.  

           On the other hand, AJE2 (see table 5.12) was a fairly long story, which sourced its story 

from different agencies. The story can be divided into two main issues: the US delay of plane 

delivery to Egypt and the US/Egypt military cooperation. Within there are several sub-issues 

such as the military overthrow of President Morsi, the debate over labelling the overthrow a 

coup, and hastening the return to democracy. ‘Following’ and ‘since’ are used several times 
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in the headline two, lead, supporting paragraph five and the conclusion as key signifying 

elements implying cause and effect. In the second headline and the lead, the ‘overthrow of 

Morsi’ was linked to the main problem - halting the delivery of planes.  

Table 5.12: Main Features in AJE2’s Representation Strategies 
 

Text Themes AJE2 
 Writer’s voice Example 
US decision to 
suspend the delivery 

positive Appreciation; Complexity and 
negative Security empoyed to represent 
the situation. The writer related the 
delay to the military procedure. 

 Washington halts shipment 
for an undefined period 
following the military’s 
overthrow of Mohammed 
Morsi as president. 
 

Military intervention negative Propriety was identified to 
evaluate the military intervention which 
was presented as a reason for the 
suspension of aircraft. 

military aid to a country 
that underwent a coup 
d’etat must be suspended. 
 

Democracy positive Propriety employed and Effect-
oriented Rationalisation established to 
de-legitimise the military intervention. 

hastening Egypt’s return to 
a democratically elected 
government 

General El-Sisi’s call 
for Egyptians 
 

No reference 
 

 

violence and 
confrontations 
 

No reference   

 

          AJE2’s writer gave an early clear angle of what he/she wanted us to believe to be the 

main cause of the problem from his/her own perspective. The rhetorical evaluation was 

saturated with negative Propriety appraisal and that is suggested as a reason for the US’s 

negative Tenacity in proceeding with the delivery. This meaning is intensified in the second 

headline, the lead, and the body paragraphs. The word ‘overthrow’ was the writer’s choice 

instead of ‘depose’ or ‘remove’ and in all its occurrences the writer associated it with 

‘military’, to imply the overuse of force to oust Morsi from power.  

           The second part of the story (paragraphs 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8) provided background mainly 

about the bilateral military cooperation between Egypt and the US, but again several mini 

frames were identified, such as the cause-and-effect statement in paragraph five, in which the 

writer linked with intensified force the US decision as being the ‘first direct action’ and that 

action associated with the military ouster of Morsi by the linking device ‘since’. Another 

important theme embedded here is in regard to what happened and whether it could be labelled 

as a coup d’état. This important theme was also supported in the following paragraph in a 
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Mental process statement raising doubts on the military intervention and its definition and so 

that seems to be the cause of the problem from AJE’s perspective. 

              Unlike the AAE2, the AJE2 did not blame Obama for delaying the delivery or use 

any personalisation strategies to link the decision to him. In terms of script, the Actor was ‘the 

US’ in the headline, ‘Washington’ in the sub-headline, and ‘the US’ again in the lead. Instead, 

AJE positively evaluated the US in the second supporting paragraph that was saturated with 

appraisal. AJE also did not mention the chief’s call to people to rally against terrorism in 

support for police and army, which was stressed in the second headline and the final paragraph 

in the AAE2’s. AJE2 did not refer to the current situation or the lack of security and terrorism, 

which was according to the AAE2 the main reason for the problem that was identified 

throughout its whole syntactic structure. Even though the AJE2’s story was longer and more 

detailed in terms of the story background in four supporting paragraphs, it ignored reporting 

the confrontations and violence across the country, which was heightened in the AAE2. In 

contrast, the AAE2 framed its story by providing an angle that suggested a nationwide support 

to the military institution against terrorism, but it ignored or avoided talking about the debate 

over the labelling of the military intervention and in the single case it referred to the ‘military 

overthrow’, it created a negative and positive Propriety sense by making the democratically 

elected President overthrown by the will of the Egyptian people.  

 

              The current chapter has analysed and interpreted two major events that occurred on 

the 22nd and 25th of July 2013. It examined the media representation of the reaction of the 

former President’s family and the overseas response. The events accelerated and provoked a 

widespread international reaction especially with the heavy clashes erupting between the 

military and the protestors. The structural findings in AAE1 and 2 reveal that the military and 

the Interim government worked to fight terrorism and maintain peace and the military 

operation was a response to the Egyptian people’s demands in 30JR. Therefore, the supporters 

of the former government were responsible for the problem, and they are the ‘bad others’. The 

findings in AJE1 and 2 reveal that Morsi family and their affiliates are determined to seek 

legal means against the military ‘coup’ which was identified as the main problem. Therefore, 

the military was framed to be responsible for the problem and represented the bad others.   
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The first and second pairs represented the voice of the ousted government and the 

international voice. Here, the voice of the other social group in the conflict is important to take 

notice of. The Ministry of Interior responded to the situation on the ground in pairs: AAE3-

AJE3 and AAE4-AJE4. He described the ministry practices through its police including the 

dispersal of protestors in the occupied camps as a necessary procedure to restore peace and 

stop chaos. Later, the two social groups had no choice but to clash in a deadly event which is 

also examined in the following chapter. This chronological order of events can bring more 

insight on the nature of the conflict during the SRW in Egypt. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

DATA ANALYSIS – PART TWO

 

Pair three: Voice from the Interim Government 

 
Synoptic Summary  

 

           Two excerpts from AJE and AAE’s websites were analysed in terms of SFL and 

framing. The examined pair of the AAE and AJE’s news stories reported the same activity 

regarding the US, ‘the Interior Minister’s speech regarding unrest in Egypt’ (See Appendices 

3 and 6). The pair cited from AJE and AAE, were both published on the same date, the 28th of 

July, 2013 17. The researcher undertook a detailed transitivity analysis in which every single 

process in every sentence was marked up and broken into smaller clauses to identify the script 

features (Appendices 1 and 4). Appraisal analysis was also applied to identify the rhetorical 

structural features (Appendices 2 and 5), then a semi-objective summary analysis was 

developed to bring in the most salient Script, Rhetorical, and Syntactic structural elements in 

both texts that eventually lead to a more detailed prose interpretation. Pan and Kosicki 

(1993)’s three structures of framing was applied to analyse, synthesise, and then interpret and 

compare the two reports to see how each media outlet reported the same story.  
 

Comparative SFL analysis of AJE3 and AAE3 

      In terms of AJE3, a total of 53 processes were identified. The analysis revealed 30 Material 

processes. These processes can be subcategorised into three groups of meanings. The first 

group belongs to the semantic field of decisiveness, steadiness, and readiness in which the 

interior minister and police occupied the actor position such as “Egypt’s interior minister has 

pledged to deal decisively with any attempts”, and this meaning is heightened in another 

position of the text “we will very decisively deal with any attempt to undermine stability” and 

“the army to ‘fight terrorism’”. The second group of meaning revolves around the turbulence 

and chaos found across the country such as “the death toll in weekend clashes between Morsi’s 

backers and security forces near one of the sit-ins had reached 72” in which both conflicting 

camps were placed as actors and “to maintain security and safety”, in which police were 

 
17 See AAE3 : http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77624/Egypt/Politics-/Police-wont-allow-mad-
people-to-disturb-Egypts-pea.aspx) 
 
See AJE3 : https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/201372812425783294.html) 
 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77624/Egypt/Politics-/Police-wont-allow-mad-people-to-disturb-Egypts-pea.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77624/Egypt/Politics-/Police-wont-allow-mad-people-to-disturb-Egypts-pea.aspx
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/201372812425783294.html


  
 

 
 
 

178 

represented as Actor with deleted Goal. The third group of meaning implies negative 

evaluation of the government’s policy to protect the country such as “government must not 

copy the ‘oppressive and exclusionary policies’ of its foes”.  

           Regarding AAE3, the Material processes retrieved was 18. These processes can also be 

subdivided into two semantic groups. The first group is associated with the firmness and 

steadiness, and capability, shown by the ministry in controlling the situation, taking the actor 

role, such as “all efforts will be taken to protect national security”, and this is heightened in 

“protect the 30 June revolution”. The second group is related to violence in which pro-Morsi 

protestors were coded as actors who “disturb Egypt’s peace” through their violent actions, 

such as in ‘police were attacked by armed protesters” (see Table 6.1). 

           The Relational process came as the second most identified process with eight 

occurrences in terms of AJE3 and three occurrences were detected in AAE3. The Relational 

processes of AJE3 involved two main issues, one stressing the steadiness and competence of 

police in “they are capable of doing so,” and another stressing the lack security in “death 

toll… reached 72”. The three Relational processes identified in AAE3 to stress the meaning 

that the violence of protestors who came as Carrier in “the sit-in was not peaceful”.  

           The second most used process in terms of AAE3 was the Verbal with 11 occurrences. 

Most of these Verbal processes can be categorised as positive through which the voice of the 

interior minister came to stress the role of police and Egyptian people to maintain security 

such as “insist”, “urges”, and “stressed”. Regarding AJE3, most Verbal processes identified 

stressed the firmness that may imply negativity in the voice of minister through Verbal 

process: “warn” which was heightened three times in the text such as “Egypt official warns 

Brotherhood again”. 

Table 6.1: total of transitivity- process occurrences   

Process type Occurrences in AJE Occurrences in AAE 

Material 30 18 

Mental 3 2 

Verbal 12 11 

Relational 8 3 

Total 53 33 
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           In terms of appraisal at AJE3, a total of 20 subtypes of Attitude and Judgement were 

identified mostly related to the meanings of security, on 7 occasions, and capacity, on 4 

occasions, to emphasise the turbulent situation in the country or Security such as “any attempts 

to destabilise the country” and the death toll… reached 72”. Tenacity was also stressed on 

several occurrences such as “second warning’,” “thinly veiled warning” and “police are 

determined to maintain security” and + capacity to evaluate police in “capable of doing so”. 

On the other hand, AAE3’s retrieval of 35 appraisal subcategories in terms of Attitude and 

Judgement were identified, mainly focused on security, with 11 occurrences, propriety, with 

10, and tenacity, with 7. In terms of security, riot and unrest was heightened or ‘-Security’ in 

appraisal terms such as “protect national security,” and “disturb the peace”. Propriety comes 

second, mainly to negatively evaluate pro-Morsi followers such as the inscribed -Propriety of 

“mad, spiteful men”. Tenacity came third as the most coded in terms of appraisal and second 

as for Judgement throughout the text, for instance, the ‘+tenacity’ to portray the interior 

ministry in “all efforts will be taken to protect national security”. 

 
       The analysis of the Thematic analysis revealed that AJE3 employed different Marked 

themes- 6 out of 22 occurrences came as Marked themes mainly associated with the lack of 

security and violence such as “in the deadliest single outbreak of violence” and another one 

that implied the responsibility the government holds for complicating the situation in “in 

another sign of unease”. AAE3’s retrieval of themes reached 15 and none of themes came as 

Marked (see table 6.2) 

Table 6.2: Thematic Analysis in AJE1and AAE1 
 

Theme Type: Marked Unmarked 

AJE 6 16 

AAE 0 15 
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Preface: AAE3 
 
 

The three-structural elements in Table 6.3 are used to synthesise the SFL 

features retrieved from the first stage. The table is a semi-objective stage which is 

presented as a bridge, halfway between description and interpretation. The Analytical-

descriptive table for the three-structural dimensions also includes the analysis of the 

social actors’ nomination which here includes the Ministry of Interior, Police, 

protestors, and the Egyptian people.  Entman’s (1993) four categorical modal and Van 

Leeuwen (2008) are deployed to interpret the integrative analysis of the three 

structures. 



Table 6.3: Three Structural Elements’ Summery Analysis of AAE3  
 

Section Text progression Script (Transitivity and Nominations) Rhetorical (Appraisal Resources, Modality, and Nominations) 

Headline 1 Police won’t allow ‘mad 
people’ to disturb Egypt’s 
peace: Minister. 
 
 

Police (professionym) as Initiator of the process 
Allow and mad people as Actor of disturb and 
Egypt’s peace as Goal. 
  

To disturb Egypt’s peace (inscribed; Affect: -Security); 
Mad people (inscribed; Judgement; Social Esteem: - Normality); 
Mad people in reference to unnamed opponents (Xenonym and 
anthroponom denoting mental deficiency metaphorically in Reisigl 
and Wodak’s (2001) terms); 
Mad people in a scare quote:Engagement: Heterogloss; Expansion; 
Acknowledging the Minister’s construal towards opponents); 
 
Will not: (implicit; deontic unwillingness at medium degree of 
commitment with subjective orientation to emphasise Tenacity); 
Egypt (Assimilation to heighten belongingness to the same group; 
affiliation; solitary against mad people); 
  
Won’t allow mad people to disturb Egypt’s peace: Potential 
instrumentality of Rationalisation;  
Minister attributed as source and personal authority of minister as 
representative of government. 

Headline 2  Interior Minister Mohamed 
Ibrahim urges new officers 
‘to protect the 30 June 
revolution’. 
 

Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim as Sayer of 
urges new officers (politonym) as Receiver; 
to protect as non-finite process with new officers 
as Actor of protect and the 30 June Revolution as 
Goal. 

Urges to protect the 30 June revolution (Inscribed; Affect: -
Security); 
Urges: (evoked; Judgement: Social Esteem: +Tenacity); 
 
Urges (Intensified Graduation of Force to emphasise the -Security);  
the 30 June revolution (inscribed; Affect: Appreciation; 
composition +Balance) as symbol of order and national security; 
 
‘to protect the 30 June revolution’ (Engagement: Heterogloss; 
Expansion; Acknowledging); 
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Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim (politonym and full name) 
Personal authority of minister as representative of government.      

Lead General Mohamed Ibrahim, 
Egypt’s Minister of Interior, 
said all efforts will be taken 
to protect national security, 
adding that all police 
exertions are a result of their 
return to the “side of the 
Egyptian people.” 
 
 

Ibrahim (politonym title, nationym, and full 
name) as Sayer and full projection; 
all efforts as nominalisation with Interior 
Ministry as unrecoverable Actor of taken and all 
efforts as Scope; 
to protect as non-finite process with Interior 
Ministry as unrecoverable Actor of protect and 
national security as Goal;  
all police exertions as nominalisation with police 
exertions as Carrier and a result of their return to 
the “side of the Egyptian people” as Attribute; 
 
their return as nominalisation with police as 
recoverable Actor and to the side of Egyptian 
people as Scope 
  

all efforts will be taken to protect national security (Inscribed; 
judgment: social esteem: +Tenacity); 

all (Intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise Tenacity);  
all police exertions are a result of their return to the “side of the 
Egyptian people.” (inscribed; Judgment: Social Esteem: 
+Tenacity); 

all (Intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise Tenacity);  
Will: (implicit; deontic willingness at medium degree of 
commitment with subjective orientation to emphasise Tenacity); 
 
their return to the “side of the Egyptian people” (evoked: 
Judgement; social sanctions: +Propriety) Abstraction moral 
evaluation of police; 
“side of the Egyptian people” in a scare quote (Engagement: 
Heterogloss; Expansion; Acknowledging the author’s position and 
also Distancing “opponents); 
 
Egyptian (nationym and Assimilation to heighten solitary and 
affiliation to the same group and marginalise opponents). 
 
Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim (politonym and full name) 
attributed as source; Personal authority of minister as 
representative of government.    

Supporting 
Paragraph 1 

He called on the officers to 
support him in his security 
efforts. 

The minister (pronominal form He) as Sayer 
called on and the officers as Receiver;  

“30 June revolution confirmed the extent of pressure police officers 
faced (Intensified Graduation of Force to emphasise the - Security);  
the ministry of interior insists on responding to the call of 
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“30 June revolution 
confirmed the extent of 
pressure police officers faced 
and that the ministry of 
interior insists on responding 
to the call of Egyptians and 
all its men are paying dearly 
under the rule of law,” 
Ibrahim said in a statement 
during the graduation of a 
new class of police academy 
students on Sunday. 
 

to support him in his security efforts as 
Projection; 
30 June revolution as Token and the extent of 
pressure as Value; 
 
police as recoverable Sensor of faced and the 
extent of pressure as Phenomena; 
the ministry of interior (organisationym) as 
Actor of insists on responding and the call as 
Goal; 
of Egyptians as Circumstance. 
 

Egyptians (inscribed; Judgment: Social Esteem: +Tenacity); 
all its men are paying dearly under the rule of law (Inscribed; 
judgment: social esteem: +Normality); 
all and extent (Intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise 
Tenacity);  
dearly (Intensified Graduation of Force to emphasise Tenacity);  
under the rule of law (Impersonal authority for the police’s 
practice); 
the minister attributed as source; personal Authority as a 
representative of the government. 

Supporting 
Paragraph 2 

“We will not allow any mad, 
spiteful men to disturb the 
peace.” 
 
 

We (pronominal form We) as Initiator and any 
mad, spiteful men as Actor of disturb and the 
peace as Goal 
 
 
 
 
 
  

We will not allow (inscribed; + Capacity); 
any mad, spiteful men (Inscribed; Judgement; Social Esteem: - 
Normality); 
any (Intensified Graduation of Force to emphasise Tenacity); 
Will not: (implicit; deontic unwillingness at medium degree of 
commitment with subjective orientation to emphasise Tenacity); 
to disturb the peace (Intensified Graduation of Force to emphasise 
the -Security); 
Minister attributed as source; personal authority as a representative 
of the government. 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 3 

“Salute to the great Egyptian 
people who made these 
miracles.... impressing the 
whole world, giving the 
police and army the mandate 
to respond decisively to 
anyone who poses a risk to 
the stability of the nation,” 

Salute as non-finite process with the minister as 
inferable Actor of Salute and the great Egyptian 
people as Goal; 
Egyptian people as recoverable Actor of made 
and these miracles as Goal; 
Impressing as non-finite process with the whole 
world as Sensor and the Egyptian people as 
Phenomena; 

“Salute to the great Egyptian people who made these miracles.... 
impressing the whole world (inscribed; Affect: Appreciation; 
Reaction; Impact); 
made these miracles (Moralisation; Abstraction to legitimise the 
military intervention); 
giving the police and army the mandate to respond decisively to 
anyone who poses a risk to the stability of the nation (Means-
oriented Instrumental Rationalisation to legitimise the role of 
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Ibrahim stressed 
 

Giving the police as non-finite process with the 
Egyptian people as unrecoverable Actor of 
giving the mandate as Scope and the police and 
army as Goal; 
to respond as non-finite process with police and 
army as recoverable actor and any one as 
unidentified Goal; 
decisively as Circ: manner; 
anyone as recoverable Carrier and a risk as 
Attribute; 
the stability of the nation as nominalisation with 
protestors as inferable Actor of stabilise and the 
nation as Goal; 
  

police and army); 
decisively (Graduation of Force to emphasise the role of police and 
army); 
anyone who poses a risk to the stability of the nation  (inscribed; 
affect: -Security and evoked; Judgment; Social Sanction: -
Propriety) evaluation of the protestors;  
Minister (surname) attributed as source; personal authority as a 
representative of the government. 

Supporting 
Paragraph 4 

He also saluted Field 
Marshal Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
and the armed forces “for 
honouring to the popular will 
of the people, and protecting 
the nation from eminent 
danger.” 
 
 

He (pronominal form he) as Sayer of saluted and 
Field Marshal Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
(militarionym and full name) and the armed 
forces (organisationym) as Receiver  
For honouring as nominalisation with El-Sisi as  
 
honouring the ‘popular people will’ and taking 
the Actor role of protecting the nation ‘from 
eminent danger’ posed by protestors as Goal. 

For honouring to the popular will of the people (evoked; 
Judgment; Social Sanction: +Propriety) evaluation of 30 June 
revolution; 
he saluted … for honouring to the popular will (Moralisation; 
Abstraction to legitimise the role of the army heightened through 
scare quotes (Engagement: Heterogloss; Expand; Acknowledging); 
 
protecting the nation from eminent danger (inscribed; Affect: –
Security); 
eminent (Graduation of Force to emphasise -Security) 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 5 
(background) 

This statement comes one 
day following clashes 
between the police and Morsi 
supporters in Nasr City 
which left at least 100 
protesters dead and hundreds 
more injured. 

This statement as Carrier of comes and one day 
as Attribute; 
Clashes as normalisation with the police 
(militarionym) and Morsi supporters (politonym 
and actionym) as Actors; 
 

This statement comes one day following clashes between the police 
and Morsi supporters in Nasr City which left at least 100 
protesters dead and hundreds more injured (inscribed; affect: –
Security); 
This statement comes one day following clashes (effect-oriented 
instrumental Rationalisation to heighten the legitimation of the 
army intervention); 
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Clashes as Initiator and 100 protestors as Carrier 
and dead and hundreds more injured as 
Attribute. 
 
  

at least (Intensified Force of Graduation; +Scale to emphasise -
Security); 
100 (Intensified Force of Quantity to emphasise –Security) 
more injured (Intensified Force of Quantity to emphasise -
Security) 
 

Closure 
(background) 

The ministry of Interior 
claims that the sit-in was not 
peaceful and that police was 
attacked by armed protesters, 
escalating the conflict. 
Morsi supporters, however, 
maintain the police attacked 
them in cold blood. 
 
 

The ministry of Interior (organisationym) as 
Sayer of claims and full projection: 
The sit-in (metonym and actionym) as Carrier 
and not peaceful as Attribute; 
Police (militarionym) as Goal of was attacked 
and armed protestors (Actionym); 
Morsi supporters (actionym) as Actor of 
maintain and the police attacked them as Goal 
and in cold blood as Circ: manner.  

The sit-in was not peaceful (evoked; judgment; social sanction: -
Propriety) evaluation of Morsi supporters; 
police were attacked by armed protesters, escalating the conflict 
(inscribed; affect: -Security), (evoked; judgment; social sanction: -
Propriety) evaluation of Morsi supporters; 
escalating (Intensified Force of Graduation to emphasise -
Security); 
 
 Morsi supporters, however, maintain the police attacked them in 
cold blood (inscribed; Judgment: Social Esteem: +Tenacity); 
In cold blood (Intensified Force of Graduation to emphasise + 
Tenacity). 



Analytical Description 
 
Headlines 
 
       The headline represents the story to be reported in terms of the protestors construed as 

Actors, as ‘mad people’ undermining national peace, but police are construed as Initiators 

preventing this. Being construed as ‘mad’, those people are abnormal and evil damaging the 

security of the nation as a whole (Egypt). The salience of this construal is increased through 

the nomination. Strategies are employed to refer to those people who were classified as 

Xenonym indicating mental deficiency. The writer’s voice also appeared through the scare 

quote to Acknowledge the author’s construal.   It is possible to discern one of Entman (1993)’s 

Themes in the headline, thereby establishing a specific reading frame from the outset, where 

disturbing Egypt’s peace is seen as the immediate problem. Those ambiguous ‘mad people’ 

are presented to be held responsible for that problem through the evaluative language, or their 

foregrounding as Actors in the negative action ‘disturbing’. Still, those ‘mad people’ are 

construed as potentially under police control as a necessary solution given the causative 

construction with ‘allow’.  

     The writer legitimises the police practice by employing the personal authority of the 

minister as then representative of government while morally delegitimising what those ‘alien’ 

people do against the rest of the ‘normal’ Egyptian nationals. He further employed Potential 

Instrumentality in which the police won’t allow them to breach the peace in order to protect 

national security. This subcategory of Rationalisation is described as the potential of “specific 

actions for serving specific purposes and deploys clauses with ‘facilitating’ processes such as 

‘allow’, ‘promote’, ‘help’, ‘teach’, ‘build’, ‘facilitate’, etc. in which the purposeful action is 

subject and the purpose object or complement” (Van Leeuwen, 2007, p.103). The Minister is 

represented in terms of his government position and attributed as source, making an official 

pronouncement, but represented, even more saliently, in the caption under the headline 

picture; the minister’s photo. He is referred to in toponymic and governmental terms and gives 

an initial hint as to how the story is framed, linking that to ‘Egypt’ represented in toponymic 

terms, to provide an angle supporting his national role.  

Sub-headline 
 
        The second section of the headline represents the minister as Sayer responsible for police 

actions, urging new officers to be the Actor protecting the 30 June Revolution. The Revolution, 
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which evoked positive Propriety, was represented as a national symbol and an icon of the 

state. The revolution that is seen as a beacon for freedom from the previous regime, is 

construed to be under threat from those protestors but the Minister evoked positive Tenacity 

to protect that national value for the country. He is construed as forceful and determined 

through Graduation of URGE. This section is rhetorically angled through being attributed to 

the minister who is referred to in both institutional and toponymic terms, simultaneously 

making his official position more salient as a minister, and thereby giving the report more 

credibility for pro-government readers and helping to identify the state with the nation.  This 

further serves to create Us/Them dichotomy between the ‘mad’ protesters on the one hand and 

the government and people on the other. 30th June is represented as a revolution and not as a 

counter-revolution or uprising. It is a day marked as symbol of national values and security 

with the government ultimately responsible, via the police, for upholding and protecting these 

values. Again, the personal authority of the minister as representative of the government is 

employed here to establish legitimation of the government’s practice against the enemy of the 

new Egyptians’ revolution. 
 

Lead 
        The lead represents the Minister of Interior as Sayer, highlighting the significant role the 

ministry plays as the Actor upholding national security via police, to be the Actor exerting all 

efforts, and these exertions by all police officers position them as Carriers of the Attribute of 

returning to the side of Egyptian people. The writer construed the Interior ministry as 

determined showing positive Tenacity through efforts taken by its police intensified through 

graduation of ALL to maintain national security. Police efforts evoked their pro-national goal 

through their positive Propriety practice of returning to ‘the side of the Egyptian people’. It 

emphasises the ministry efforts to protect the Egyptian public through intensifying their 

morally evaluated role, evoking that the nation, people, civilians, are all being construed as 

part of the military. Hence, if the military is part of Egyptian people, the other side of the coin 

will be, by default, against the government, against the military, and also against Egyptian 

people. Repeating these themes makes them salient and even providing the full name of the 

minister makes him more appear more credible. Nomination strategy marked here suggests 

military positive Capacity, governmental Capacity, and national Capacity so military, 

government, and the people all brought together on one side.  
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       The overall message suggests that the military, police, and Egyptians are all united against 

the other ‘mad’ side and the government protects Egyptian interests by ‘returning to the side 

of the Egyptian people’ in a scare quote to Acknowledge the national unity. So instead of the 

military being on the other side; together with the previous regime of ‘bad other’, the military 

decides to jump to the side of the Egyptian people. The writer represented the military as 

playing as a representative for Egyptians, their defender, and protector of their revolution; a 

salient theme to marginalise the ‘mad’ anti-government protestors. The military’s role is 

enhanced through the personal Authority legitimation of minister, and the Abstract Moral 

Evaluation in ‘returning to the side of Egyptian people’. The problem is the unrest caused by 

protestors who belong/support the previous ousted regime.  
 

 
Supporting Paragraph 1 to Supporting Paragraph 5 
 
       The first four supporting paragraphs represent three activities that are chronologically 

connected; 30 June revolution as a symbol of order and national security, the ministry efforts 

to uphold security, as well as security risks posed by the Morsi supporters. It represents the 

minister as Sayer in toponymic terms insisting on responding to the Egyptian call and stressing 

the significance of the 30 June revolution. The role of police is emphasised as Sensor and the 

‘the extent of pressure’ as Phenomena. Ibrahim salutes Egyptians and their doings in the 30 

June revolution construed as miracles and these miracles as Phenomena that impressed the 

world. A cause-and-effect implication is marked here. Egyptians as Actor give police and army 

the “mandate” to be the Actors responding to anyone (protestors) involved in the action of 

posing a risk to the nation.  

     The government action is legitimated; ‘under the rule of law’. Under the will of the 

Egyptians, the ministry, via the police, is given the green light to respond to anyone posing a 

threat to the nation in a forceful manner through the graduation of DECISIVELY. The police 

and army take the Actor role of protecting the nation ‘from eminent danger’ posed by 

protestors in a scare quote; a signifying element that confirms that those mad people threaten 

peace across the country. Here, the writer’s voice is engaged to Acknowledge the minister’s 

position. Thus, the military’s role is appreciated with nationwide support, so the writer 

suggests it as a remedy for the problem. The protestors are construed again as “mad” and also 

“spiteful people” undermining national peace. The police however are construed as Initiators 
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to prevent this. Those abnormal, evil people are identified as being responsible for the 

problem.  

       The rhetorical meaning stresses the lack of security, which is identified as the main 

problem, created by pro Morsi supporters. This meaning is identified in every supporting 

paragraph using various framing devices such as ‘disturb the peace’, ‘extent of pressure police 

faced’, ‘risk to the stability of the nation’, ‘eminent danger’, and ‘clashes’. The turbulent 

situation left a massive number dead and injured through the Forced Upscale of AT LEAST 

100 AND HUNDREDS MORE INJURED in Nasr City. However, in the closure, the 

responsibility for the problem is mutual but the role of police has already been justified and 

moralised, so the other marginalised side is more responsible for the problem. In terms of 

legitimation, Instrumental Rationalisation is employed in four paragraphs to heighten the 

significant role of police to protect the national security. 

Closure  

        This final section of the story implies cause and effect. It represents the Ministry of 

Interior as Sayer claiming that the protestors are Carriers of violence. They are involved in a 

hostile action of attacking police. In return, the protestors’ negative action drags the police 

into a bloody conflict. Protestors are construed as initiators of the problem by continuing 

protesting showing positive Tenacity against police in careless, rigid manner through 

graduation of IN COLD BLOOD. The Engagement utterance “however” invoked the contrary 

position of the writer “Counter”. It highlights the negative irresponsible position by protestors 

which undermines the national peace, so the protestors, supporters of the ousted regime, are 

responsible for the problem – ‘disturbing peace’. Police reaction to stop the protesters was an 

inevitable solution for the problem and their role is rationalised through the employment of 

theoretical Rationalisation of protecting national security.  It was unavoidable that they would 

be part of the conflict for two key national reasons: to fulfil their role of maintaining security 

in Egypt in response to Egyptians’ call, and to protect the national values of their 30 June 

revolution from the abnormal, evil supporters of the ousted regime. 
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Stage Two: AJE3 
 

The following table analytically describes and interprets how AJE3 framed how the 

Minister of the Interior reported the situation in Egypt. The three structures are coded 

according to the retrieved SFL information in stage one. The table summary is followed by a 

narrative interpretation which explores the thematic structure and message which can be 

understood from the three structural table’s analysis.



Table 6.4: Three Structural Elements’ Analysis of AJ3  

Section Text progression Script (Transitivity and Nominations) Rhetorical Structure (Appraisal Resources, Modality, and 
Nominations) 

Headline 1 Egypt’s official warns the 
Brotherhood again. 
 
 

Egypt’s official (anonymous, metonym and 
professionym) as Sayer of warn and Brotherhood 
(ideologonym) as Target. 
 

Egypt official warns Brotherhood again (evoked; Affect: -
Inclination) evaluation of Egyptian government; 
Again (intensified Graduation of Force to emphasise -Inclination). 

Headline 2 
(Sub-headline) 

Egypt’s interim interior minister 
issues second warning to pro-Morsi 
rallies as Muslim Brotherhood 
vows to continue. 
 
 

Egypt’s interim interior minister (metonym and 
political professionym) as Actor of issues second 
warning and pro-Morsi rallies (actionym and 
politonym) as Goal; 
Muslim Brotherhood (Ideolognym and 
politonym) as sayer of vows and Actor of 
continue and protesting deleted inferable Scope. 

Egypt’s interim interior minister issues second warning to pro-
Morsi rallies (inscribed; Judgment: social esteem: +Tenacity) 
evaluation of Egyptian government; 
Second (Intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise 
+Tenacity) 
Muslim Brotherhood vows to continue (inscribed; Judgment: Social 
Esteem: +Tenacity); 

Lead Egypt’s interior minister has 
pledged to deal decisively with any 
attempts to destabilise the country, a 
thinly veiled warning to supporters 
of ousted President Mohamed Morsi 
occupying two squares in Cairo in a 
month-long stand-off with the 
security forces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Egypt’s interior minister (metonym and political 
professionym) as Sayer of has pledged and full 
projection: 
to deal as non-finite process with police and 
army as inferable Actor of deal and any attempts 
(actionym) as undetermined Goal; 
to destabilise as non-finite process with 
Brotherhood as inferable Actor and the country 
(toponym) as Goal; 
a thinly veiled warning as nominalisation with 
the interior minister as recoverable Sayer and 
supporters of ousted President Mohamed Morsi 
(actionym and politonym) as Receiver; 
Morsi supporters as Actor of occupying and 
two squares (metonym) as Goal; 

Egypt’s interior minister has pledged to deal decisively with any 
attempts (inscribed; Judgment: social esteem: +Tenacity); 
pledged (Affect; - Likelihood); 
Any (Intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise +Tenacity); 
decisively (Intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise 
+Tenacity); 
to destabilise the country (inscribed; Affect: -Security); 
a thinly veiled (Intensified Graduation of Force); 
ousted President Mohamed Morsi occupying two squares in Cairo 
in a month-long stand-off with the security forces (evoked; Affect: -
Security); 
two (Intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise Scope; space); 
month-long (Intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise Scope; 
time). 
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a month-long stand-off as nominalisation with 
pro-Morsi supporters (actionym and politonym) 
and security forces (militarionym) as Actors. 

Supporting 
Paragraph 1 

Sunday’s warning came as 
authorities said that the death toll in 
weekend clashes between Morsi’s 
backers and security forces near one 
of the sit-ins had reached 72, in the 
deadliest single outbreak 
of violence since the July 3 military 
coup 
 
  
 
 

Sunday’s warning as Actor of came; 
Authorities (professionym) as Sayer and full 
projection: 
The death toll in weekend clashes as 
nominalisation with Morsi’s backers (politonym 
and actionym) and security forces (militarionym) 
as Actors of clashes and near one of the sit-ins 
(actionym) as Circ: location. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the death toll in weekend clashes between Morsi’s backers and 
security forces near one of the sit-ins had reached 72 (evoked; 
Affect: -Security); 
72 (Intensified Graduation of Quantity; Upscale to emphasise 
amount); 
 
in the deadliest single outbreak of violence since the July 3 military 
coup (evoked; Affect: -Security) and Effect-oriented instrumental 
Rationalisation to de-legitimise the military practice; 
July 3 military coup (evoked; Judgment; Social Sanction: -Propriety) 
evaluation of the military procedure. 
deadliest (intensified Graduation of Force to emphasise - Security). 
Single outbreak (intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise - 
Security). 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 2 

“I assure the people of Egypt that 
the police are determined to 
maintain security and safety to their 
nation and are capable of doing so,” 
Mohamed Ibrahim told a graduation 
ceremony at the national police 
academy. 
 

Minister (pronominal form of I) as Sayer of assure 
and the people of Egypt (metonym) as Receiver; 
The police (professionym) as Actor of maintain 
and security and safety to their nation as Scope; 
Mohamed Ibrahim (full name) as Sayer of told a 
graduation ceremony as Receiver. 

The police are determined to maintain security and safety to their 
nation (inscribed; Judgment: Social Esteem: +Tenacity);  
 
to maintain security and safety to their nation (Appreciation; 
+Valuation);  
 
Pronominal form of their in reference of police to emphasise 
solitary and affiliation; 
are capable of doing so (evoked; Judgement: Social Esteem; 
Capacity). 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 3 

“We will very decisively deal with 
any attempt to undermine stability,” 
said Ibrahim, who is in charge of the 

Minister (pronominal form of we) as Actor of deal 
and any attempt (actionym) as unspecific Goal; 

We will very decisively deal with any attempt (inscribed; Judgment: 
Social Esteem: +Tenacity); 
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police. 
 
 

to undermine stability as non-finite process with 
pro Morsi supporters as inferable Actor of 
undermine and stability as Goal. 
Ibrahim as Carrier and in charge of police as 
Attribute. 
 
 

decisively (Intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise 
+Tenacity); 
Any (Intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise +Tenacity); 
 
to undermine stability (evoked; Affect: -Security); 
Ibrahim (surname) attributed as source; personal authority as a 
representative of the government and specifically police as minister 
of interior. 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 4 

In an apparent show of support for 
the police, a smiling military chief, 
Abdel Fatah el Sisi, turned up at a 
graduation ceremony on Sunday 
broadcast live on state television, 
receiving a standing ovation from 
the recruits. Interior Minister 
Mohamed Ibrahim hailed him as 
“Egypt’s devoted son”. 
 
In an apparent show of support 
for the police as Marked theme. 
 

An apparent show of support as nominalisation 
with El-Sisi (politonym and full name) as 
recoverable Sensor and for the police as 
Phenomenon; 
a smiling military chief, Abdel Fatah El Sisi as 
nominalisation with El Sisi as Actor of turned up 
and be 
 
El Sisi as Sensor supporting police for their 
actions through the Behavioural process; smile, 
turning up at Ceremony and received by  
Ibrahim (politonym and full name) as Assigner of 
hailed and el Sisi (pronominal form of he) as 
Carrier and Egypt’s devoted son as Attribute.  

An apparent show of support (evoked; Judgement: social esteem; 
Capacity); 
receiving a standing ovation from the recruits (Appreciation; 
reaction; Impact); 
Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim hailed him as “Egypt’s devoted 
son (inscribed; Judgement: social esteem; +Veracity) evaluation of 
El-Sisi;  
 
Egypt’s devoted son:  intensified in a scare quote (Engagement: 
Heterogloss; Expansion; Distancing of authorial voice); 
Egypt’s devoted son: Attributive Theoretical Rationalisation to 
legitimise his role). 

 

Supporting 
Paragraph 5 

Al Jazeera’s Hoda Abdel Hamid, 
reporting from Cairo, said his 
comments came off the back of 
events over the past week, 
beginning with the “popular 
mandate” given to the army to “fight 
terrorism”. 
“By association, the police also got 
the same mandate. We’ve already 

Al Jazeera’s Hoda Abdel Hamid (organisationym 
and full name) as Sayer of said and full projection: 
His comments (pronominal form of his) in 
reference of El-Sisi as recoverable Actor of come 
off and the back of events as Circ: Attribute; 
Beginning with the popular mandate as 
nominalisation with Egyptian people as 
recoverable Actor given the mandate as Scope and 
the army as Goal;  

his comments come off the back of events over the past week, 
beginning with the “popular mandate” given to the army (evoked; 
Judgment; Social Sanction: +Propriety) evaluation of the army; 
 
popular mandate (Engagement: Heterogloss; Expansion; 
Distancing); 
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seen them co-operating on the 
ground, and we’ve already heard 
they will be co-operating together in 
the coming days.” 
 
By association as Marked theme 
 

the police as Receiver and the same mandate as 
Scope and people as unrecoverable Actor;  
 

his comments come off the back of events over the past week (effect-
oriented instrumental Rationalisation to legitimise the army’s 
practice); 
 
the “popular mandate”: Attributive Theoretical Rationalisation to 
legitimise the army’s practice; 
to “fight terrorism (inscribed; Affect: +Security) and (Engagement: 
Heterogloss; Expansion; Distancing); 
the popular mandate given: means-oriented instrumental 
Rationalisation to legitimate the army’s practice; 
We’ve already seen them co-operating on the ground, and we’ve 
already heard they will be co-operating together in the coming days 
(inscribed; Judgment: Social Esteem: +Tenacity); 
Will (Implicit; deontic willingness at high degree of commitment 
with subjective orientation to emphasise Tenacity); 
co-operating together in the coming days (to fight terrorism): 
Potential-Instrumental Rationalisation to legitimate the army’s 
practice and marginalise opponents; 
Hamid attributed as source. 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 6 

However, in one of the first signs of 
doubt from within the interim 
cabinet installed after the military 
takeover, Deputy Prime Minister 
for Economic Affairs Ziad Bahaa 
El-Din said the government must 
not copy the “oppressive and 
exclusionary policies” of its foes. 
“Our position must remain fixed on 
the need to provide legal guarantees 
not only for the members of the 
Brotherhood, but for every 

The interim cabinet (organisationym) as Goal of 
installed and the army as inferable Actor; 
the military takeover as nominalisation with the 
army as Actor and the government as inferable 
Goal; 
Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs 
(professional politonym and full name) as Sayer 
of said and full projection: 
The government (organisationym) as Actor of 
must not copy and the government’s foes as 
anonymous Goal; 

In one of the first signs of doubt (inscribed; Appreciation; 
+Complexity); 

First: Graduation of Quantity; 

However (Engagement: Heterogloss; Disclaim; Counter); 
Doubt:  Engagement: Heterogloss; Expansion; Entertaining);  
 
the government must not copy the “oppressive and 
exclusionary policies” of its foes (evoked; Judgment; Social 
Sanction: -Propriety) evaluation of government’s opponents; 
(Engagement: Heterogloss; Expansion; Distancing); and Negative 
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Egyptian citizen. Excessive force is 
not permitted,” El-Din wrote on 
Facebook. 
 
 
 
However, in one of the first signs 
of doubt from within the interim 
cabinet installed after the military 
takeover as Marked theme 
 

oppressive and exclusionary policies as 
nominalisation with the foes as Actor of excluding 
and oppressing and unrecoverable Goal; 
El-Din (surname) as Sayer of wrote and unspecific 
Receiver. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analogy to de-legitimate the government opponents’ practices; 
must: deontic obligation at high degree of commitment in explicit 
mode and subjective orientation; 

Our position must remain fixed on the need to provide 
legal guarantees not only for the members of the Brotherhood, but 
for every Egyptian citizen (Inscribed; judgment: social esteem: 
+Tenacity); 
Must:  deontic obligation at high degree of commitment in explicit 
mode and subjective orientation; (Engagement: Heterogloss; 
Proclaim; Pronounce); 
 
Every (intensified Graduation of Force to emphasise - Tenacity). 
 
Excessive force is not permitted (evoked; Judgment; social sanction: 
+Tenacity); 
not permitted:  deontic obligation at medium degree of commitment 
in Implicit mode and objective orientation; 
Excessive force (evoked; Judgment; Social Sanction: +Propriety) 
evaluation of Brotherhood; 
Excessive (intensified Graduation of Force to emphasise - Propriety);  
 
Every Egyptian citizen (nationym) and Brotherhood (ideologonym) 
to heighten affiliation and solitary with government and marginalise 
opponents.  
 

Closure And in another sign of unease, the 
Tamarud youth protest movement, 
which mobilised millions of people 
against Morsi and has fully backed 
the army, expressed alarm at an 
announcement that the interior 

The Tamarud youth protest movement 
(organisationym and actionym) as Actor of 
mobilised and millions of people as Scope and 
against Morsi as Goal; 
Tamarud as recoverable Actor of has backed and 
the army as Scope; 

And in another sign of unease (evoked; Affect: -Security, Disquiet); 

Another (intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise 
complexity);  
mobilised millions of people against Morsi and has fully backed the 
army (evoked; Judgement: social esteem; +Capacity); 
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minister was reviving the feared 
secret political police shut down 
after Mubarak was toppled. 
 
 
And in another sign of unease as 
Marked theme 

Tamarud as recoverable Sayer of expressed and 
alarm as Verbiage; 
the interior minister (politonym) as Actor of 
reviving and the feared secret political police as 
Goal; 
Mubarak (surname) as Goal of was toppled and 
the army as deleted but inferable Actor. 

fully and Millions (intensified Graduation of Quantity to emphasise 
Capacity); 

expressed alarm at an announcement (evoked; Judgment: Social 
Esteem: +Tenacity); 

the interior minister was reviving the feared secret political police 
after Mubarak was toppled (evoked; Affect: -Security); 
 



Analytical Interpretation 
 

 
Headline 
 
             The headline represents the story in terms of an unidentified Egyptian official as Sayer 

warning an identified Receiver; Brotherhood is nominated through the organisation. The 

official is referred to in functionalised terms as a representative of ‘Egypt’, which establishes 

an impersonal authority legitimation. The warning is stressed through the forceful Graduation 

of AGAIN, which implied previous tension between the two sides.18 

Sub-headline  
 
             The sub-headline represents Egypt’s interim interior minister as Actor, nominated 

through nation and politonym, issuing a second warning to pro-Morsi rallies and specifically 

to MB who technically form the biggest slice of Morsi supporters as Actors vows/vowing to 

continue protesting. This suggests their determination and persistence through the Tenacity of 

“vows to continue”. Egypt’s interim interior minister is also construed by warning the 

Brotherhood one more time through the quantity graduation of SECOND. This section is 

rhetorically angled to let the reader’s imagination predict what may happen when the two sides 

are moving forwards into a confrontation and do not want to retreat, which could result in 

nothing but an outbreak of bloody clashes. The Egyptian minister is referred to in terms of the 

country; “Egypt”, and his governmental position with reference to it as “interim” to imply that 

it is a temporary government. 

Lead 

       This section, which is saturated with appraisal, especially Tenacity, represents the 

Interim minister as Sensor pledging to deal with any attempts to undermine security in the 

country and specifically targeting those Actors occupying the two squares in Cairo. The 

warning issued by the minister, the Actor, is construed this time differently as disguised and 

vague through the graduation of THINLY VEILED. The minister is construed as seriously 

determined and firm in putting an end to whatever attempt to destabilise the country ensues, 

 
18 That explanation is feasible for the writer’s choice of the picture under the headline. It shows a poster of the 
ousted President dropped on the sidewalk with stains of blood on it, which can be a salient cue/clue?? Could be 
either?  in terms of multimodality which reveals how the writer framed the story. The picture was captioned with 
a citation from Reuters stating: “Egypt’s health ministry said 72 people were killed in clashes with pro-Morsi 
supporters and security forces.” This is also a reference to the violence resulting from the bloody confrontations 
between both sides, as Actors participated in the event, which left many people dead through the Graduation of 
Force; Upscaling of 72. To increase the salience of to the caption’s claim, the writer cited Reuters as an 
independent Western source. The claim is also attributed to Egypt’s health ministry, and both are categorised as 
personal Authority to de-legitimise the action. 
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showing positive Tenacity through the graduation of DEAL DECISIVELY. However, the verb 

“pledge” which is coded as negative Likelihood in terms of Affect suggests uncertainty. The 

lead again builds up to the prediction of a possible soon to be deadly confrontation especially 

with the other side, pro Morsi supporters, showing + Tenacity by their vow to continue 

protesting and continue ‘their one-month long stand-off’ in the two squares. These squares are 

portrayed as OCCUPIED, as if it was as though a foreign force had taken over this part of 

Cairo. Supporters of the ousted President are represented as potentially responsible for the 

problem; lack of security, legitimated by the construction of personal Authority in “Egypt’s 

interior minister”. 

Supporting Paragraph 1 to Supporting Paragraph 6 
 
 
       The six supporting paragraphs represent several activities that are logically and 

chronologically connected to the headline and lead. It starts with the warning and stressful 

situation between the government and the supporters of the previous regime, that immediately 

followed a tragic event in the two camps. The first supporting paragraph completes the 

syntactic flow that starts out with referring to the ministry’s warning for Pro-Morsi supporters 

to stop protesting in their sit-in for the fourth time. That warning came through a difficult 

unbalanced period in the country to show again the positive Tenacity of the ministry via police 

to clear out the sit-in. The second and third supporting paragraphs are quoted from the 

minister’s statement. The Interior Ministry is represented as Sayer assuring Egyptians of their 

determination to uphold security by repeating that they will “deal decisively with any attempt,” 

via its police, which is represented as Carrier being both determined to and capable of 

maintaining security, and also represented as Actor clashing with protestors, and “fighting 

terrorism” in a scare quote to Distance from the minister’s voice.  

       Then, the writer also used a further scare quote to Distance from the minister’s position 

towards the significant role of General El Sisi. The General was represented by the minister 

as a faithful Egyptian figure through the Value – in script terms - and positive Veracity – in 

rhetorical terms - of “the devoted son of Egypt”. The General was construed as Actor 

mandating police and the army who both co-operate together to uphold security in Egypt. This 

meaning is enhanced through the nomination strategy marked. i.e., being the “son of Egypt”, 

which is coded as relationym to increase solidarity and affiliation with Egyptians. The first 
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four supporting paragraphs are rhetorically angled to enhance the personal meanings of the 

government’s determination to maintain security making it a priority through those signifying 

elements such as “fight terrorism”, “deal with any attempt”, and “determined to maintain 

security”. It implies a cause-and-effect relationship between the increase of violence and the 

03JMI and makes it salient twice in “since the July 3 military coup,” and “after the military 

takeover”. The last supporting paragraph reveals the writer’s attitude towards the 

government’s security procedures against pro-Morsi protestors, when he construed the 

statement of Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs regarding the policies the 

government follows to deter protestors. This is identified through the evoked negative 

Propriety of “HOWEVER, IN ONE OF THE FIRST SIGNS OF DOUBT…” in a Marked 

theme to increase salience and raise doubts about the procedures and policies that are 

confirmed to be fair and legal-oriented. 

Closure 

The last section of the story represents another activity that again reveals the writer’s 

attitude towards the interim government’s security procedures. It represents the Tamarud 

movement as Actor mobilising millions of people. It was presented as Sayer expressed alarm 

that the interior minister was accused of the action: “reviving the secret police” that was 

deactivated after 2011 revolution. Despite being a supporter of the new regime through the 

graduation of FULLY BACKED, and its wide influence since it managed to spur massive 

numbers of people to march and rally for the government against the deposed MB government 

through the Force; Upscaling of MILLIONS. Tamard now denounces the government’s 

decision to bring back the secret police that had been implicated in illegal practices and 

violations against Egyptians. This section is rhetorically angled in the same direction of 

“However, in one of the first signs of doubt from within the interim cabinet installed after the 

military takeover,” the writer used “however” as Counter in terms of Engagement to draw 

more attention to the previous paragraph in a Marked theme clause. The writer employed 

another Marked theme again in “and in another sign of unease” to confirm the narrative that 

the government’s security procedures are debatable, questionable, and may lead to even more 

unrest. Linking the feared secret police to the era of the late ousted President Mubarak in 2011 

negatively implies the return of the deep state of the old regime that contradicts one of the 

2011 revolution demands to shut down that department. 
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Comparative Structural Analysis between AAE/AJE3 
 
               Both stories represent the statement of the interior minister that followed key tragic 

events from its own unique perspective. AAE3 (see table 6.5) framed its story to emphasise 

several themes. The main one revolves around the dire need for the government’s security 

measures to tackle the critical situation in the country. These security policies are represented 

as justifiable because they come as a response to the people’s demands to protect the values 

of the 30JR that is construed as a symbol of order that erupted nationwide against the ousted 

regime. The story is saturated with appraisal resources that are all angled to intensify that 

meaning through the positive Tenacity of “we will not allow”, “police won’t allow”, and 

“giving the police and army the mandate to respond decisively”, and “urges new officers ‘to 

protect the 30 June revolution”, and to emphasise the ‘national value of 30JR’ theme through 

the positive Propriety of  “Salute to the great Egyptian people who made these miracles.... 

impressing the whole world”, “the popular will of the people”, and “30 June revolution 

confirmed the extent of pressure police officers faced” and finally to justify these security 

practices to uphold security, which is identified as the main problem, created by pro-Morsi 

supporters.  

             Several framing devices are identified in every section in the story to enhance meaning 

such as ‘disturb the peace’, ‘extent of pressure police faced’, ‘risk to the stability of the nation’, 

‘eminent danger’, and ‘clashes’. The second most salient theme in the story is “the bad other” 

that construed anti-government protestors as evil and abnormal through the negative 

Normality of “mad people” in the headline and repeating that signifying element in one of the 

supporting paragraphs; “ mad, spiteful people”, while the army and police were construed as 

part of the Egyptian people who decided to abandon the old regime, and  “return to the side 

of Egyptian people”, and “responding to the call of Egyptians,” to protect their Revolution.  

 
Table 6.5: AAE3’s Main Features of Representation Strategies 

 
Text Themes AAE3 
 Writer’s voice Example 
the 
government’s 
security 
measures  

1. The writer employed positive Tenacity 
to heighten the government’s 
significant procedures. 
 

1. respond decisively, 
we will not allow 
 

30JR The role of police is identified through 
+Appreciation to stress the value of 
30JR and Egyptians’ will. He used a 

to protect the 30 
June revolution, 
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scare quote to Acknowledge the 
author’s voice. 

the popular will of 
the people 

Anti-
government 
protestors 

1. Nomination strategies marked 
(Xenonym) and scare quotes (two 
occurrences) to Distance Morsi’s 
supporters. 
2. The writer used scare quotes to 
Acknowledge the Minister’s position, 
heighten affiliation with Egyptians, 
and marginalise opponents.  

1. mad, spiteful people 
2. “return to the side of 
Egyptian people” 

The Military 
Intervention 
 

No reference 
 

 

Legal 
procedures 

The writer employed +Normality to 
evaluate police’s procedure and 
impersonal Authority to legitimise their 
action. 
 

its men are paying 
dearly under the rule of 
law 

 

           On the other hand, AJE3 (see table: 6.6) reported the same statement of the interior 

minister from its own angle. It framed the story to emphasise four core themes and several 

subthemes that come to validate the main themes through several framing devices. One of the 

main themes is the warning issued by the government to tackle the situation. In the two 

headlines, the lead, and first supporting paragraph, the writer stressed the government’s strict 

announcement. In the lead, the minister’s pledge to “deal decisively” with the lack of security 

problem that is created by pro-Morsi supporters. The second theme is the government’s 

determination to maintain security, which came as a result of a deadly event that is linked to 

the 3 July coup, another subtheme yet an important one that implies a cause-and-effect 

situation. AJE does not mention or refer to 30JR as AAE does several times.  

Table 6.6: AJE3’s Main Features of Representation Strategies 
 

Text Themes AJE3 
 Writer’s voice Example 
The government 
Warning 

1. The writer employed 
+Tenacity to evaluate the 
government. 

2. The writer used + Capacity in 
Marked theme to evaluate the 
support for the government’s 
procedure. 

 

1. deal decisively. 
2. In an apparent show of 

support for the police 

30JE No reference 
 
 

 

The Military 
Intervention 

The writer appraised the military 
intervention through -Propriety and 
also through Effect-oriented 
instrumental Rationalisation to de-
legitimise the military practice. 
 

after the military takeover, 
   
in the deadliest single 
outbreak of violence since the 
July 3 military coup. 
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Legal procedures 1. The writer used +Complexity 
in a Marked-thematic 
statement to indicate 
uncertainty about the 
government’s procedures.  
 

2. He also appraised the 
opponents through -Propriety 
and Negative Analogy to de-
legitimise the opponents’ 
actions but evoke -Propriety 
to the government’s practice 
as well. 

1. However, in one of 
the first signs of doubt 
from within 
the interim cabinet 
installed after the 
military takeover. 

 
2. the government must 

not copy the 
“oppressive and 
exclusionary policies” 

 
 

 

        The story stresses the link between the current situation and the military intervention 

when it is repeated once more in paragraph six, “after the military takeover”. The third main 

theme refers to the AJE3’s doubts regarding the government’s procedures and policies to deal 

with the problem, implying its responsibility for what happened when it shows uncertainty in 

a Marked theme, “In one of the signs of doubt” about the government commitment to the rule 

of protesting. In the other side, AAE3 construed the procedures to be “under the rule of law”. 

The last main theme AJE implies is the return of the deep state of the old regime in the closure 

and again in a Marked theme, “another sign of unease”, which also includes another thematic 

meaning which is that some supporters of the current government, namely the Tamarod 

movement, are sceptical about its policies and specifically the revival of the secret police shut 

down after the 2011 revolution. 

 

Pair Four: The Dispersal of Protestors 

Synoptic Summary  
 
       Two excerpts from AJE and AAE’s websites (see Appendices A1 and A2) are selected 

among a wide range of similar stories that covered and narrated a key event; the dispersal of 

two protest sites at Rabaa and Alnahda squares which marked the end of forty-one days of 

persistence in which Egypt went through chaotic and turbulent time after the 03JMI. Both 

articles were published on the eve of the event, reporting the initial response from the interior 

ministry that carried out a delicate police operation to disperse protestors through its security 

forces. The first report is from Al-Jazeera on the 15 August 2013; the day following the 

military crackdown to end the pro-Morsi’s protesting in their camps. It reported what the 
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interim Prime Minister, Hazem Al-Bablawi, stated about the crackdown. The second report 

was chosen from Al-Ahram on 14 August, reporting the same statement. 19 
 

 

Comparative SFL Analysis between AJE4 and AAE4 

             In terms of the transitivity analysis of AJE4, 28 process types associated with the PM, 

government, security forces, protestors, and protests were identified and categorised according 

to the Hallidayian /Halliday’s system of transitivity (see Table 4.10). Most of the identified 

processes were Material. The analysis of the Material processes revealed that the Egyptian 

regime is the Actor in 14 occurrences. The semantic analysis of the six Material-processes in 

which the security forces occupied the Actor position was associated with violence and 

excessive use of force such as the actions of “crushing”, “storming”, “shooting”, “sweeping 

away”, and “assaulting”. Protestors were in the Goal position in all these material processes.  

      The Material-process analysis also revealed that the government was the actor in eight 

clauses in which material processes belong to the semantic field of “immediate action 

required” such as “break(ing) up the protests was not easy”, “imposed a month-long state of 

emergency,” and “need for the state to intervene.” The Material-process clauses that carried 

positive meanings such as “we will continue”, “we will build our democratic, civilian state” 

were quoted from the PM’s speech. Protestors were implicit actors with the agent deleted in a 

nominalised process: “the spread of anarchy and attacks on hospitals and police stations.” 

That was also quoted from the PM’s speech. The main Verbal process clauses of the PM 

rendered the same negative conclusion such as “defend the deadly crackdown” or “defend the 

decision to order the crushing”. 

           The transitivity analysis of the AAE4’s report revealed 32 processes (see table 6.7). 

The Material process type was the most prominent in the excerpt. Unlike the AJE, the AAE 

portrayed the actor of the action in the event as both security forces and the protestors. Five of 

the seven Material clauses in which the security forces were the actor were associated with 

one specific action in which the writer used the same verb: “disperse”. The Goal in each 

process was the protestors and the protest camps. The two-remaining Material-process clauses 

 
19 See:  http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/08/2013814224835732803.html 
 
See: http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/79075/Egypt/Politics-/Egypt-PMBeblawi-The-Morsi-
sitins-had-to-be-disper.aspx 
 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/08/2013814224835732803.html
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/79075/Egypt/Politics-/Egypt-PMBeblawi-The-Morsi-sitins-had-to-be-disper.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/79075/Egypt/Politics-/Egypt-PMBeblawi-The-Morsi-sitins-had-to-be-disper.aspx
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involved two actors: the “security forces” and “the protestors” in “confrontations erupted”, 

and “heavy clashes”. The analysis revealed that the protestors occupied the actor position in 

six material sentences. All these processes belonged to the semantic field of “riot” and 

“violence” such as “attack,” “abuse”, “block”, and “torch”. The Goal in these processes is 

associated with civilians and the country’s infrastructure. The government was the actor in 

three occurrences, which carried the meaning of “nationhood” and “statehood” such as “the 

state had to intervene in order to restore the security of Egyptians”. Analysing the Verbal-

process clauses of the PM showed that they were related to the following security forces’ 

actions:  

1. to end the protests such as “defend the intervention”, “describe the decision to 

disperse”, and “demand the police restrain itself”,  

2. to show a sense of patriotism such as “addressed the Egyptian nation”.  

Table 6.7: total of transitivity- process occurrences   

Process type Occurrences in AJE Occurrences in AAE 

Material 28 32 

Mental 6 4 

Verbal 11 14 

Relational 10 9 

Total 55 59 

          

           In terms of appraisal, the referents to the social actors in the AJE4 excerpt can be 

grouped into three categories. The first group of lexical items is associated with the degree of 

force used to end the protests. The process of intervening to clear the two camps by security 

forces is modified as “crushing”, “storming”, “sweeping away”, and “shot dead”. Such a 

rhetorical choice signifies not only the overuse of force, which is heightened (inscribed 

negative Security), but it also evokes negative metaphoric connotation, through the evaluation 

of the strategy followed by the ministry to clear the two camps (evoked negative Propriety), 

which is also categorised as Intensified Force of the Graduation system, with the latter 

identified in nine occurrences in terms of Force and Focus and the meanings basically 

associated with them came to emphasise the negative Propriety and negative Security. The 

intervention process was described as “crackdown”, which may sound fairly neutral, but when 
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it is combined with such a label as “deadly”, it can be a negative portrayal of the security 

forces’ intervention. It can also be categorised as intensified force in terms of Graduation. The 

second group of lexical references construes the states of insecurity in Cairo. The government 

was implicitly or explicitly responsible for the lack of security because of procedures 

implemented: a “deadly crackdown” or security forces’ “shooting dead” or “assaulting” 

protestors which resulted in a climbing “death toll” and consequently “the spread of anarchy 

and attacks on hospitals and police stations”, “one-month state of emergency” and “enforcing 

a curfew”. The third group of lexical items refers to the government’s roadmap and future 

aspiration: “We will continue” and “We will build our democratic, civilian state”. 

In the AAE4, the reference to the same social actors as in the AJE text can also be 

grouped into six categories. The first group of lexical references legitimises and supports the 

government’s clearing of the two camps. The process of ending the two camps was normalised 

in terms of the Social Esteem subcategory of Judgment. The process was modified as 

“dispersing”, and “intervening”, to “restoring security”. The label “disperse” had five 

occurrences, which is the highest number. The second group of lexical choices establishes a 

connection between “protestors” and “violence”. Protestors “abused the right of peaceful 

protest”, “blocked the roads”, “attacked people”, and “torched churches and Coptic shops”. 

The fourth group of lexical items belongs to the semantic field of statehood and nationhood. 

“As a government” and “as a state”, “we gave a chance for reconciliation and for international 

meditation”, “We respected the feelings of the Egyptians”, and “those rights are respected as 

long as there is a respect for other people’s rights, and “this is achieved through a state of law” 

are all categorised as a positive Propriety in terms of  Judgement and through the Graduation 

of quantity in “ALL COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD”. This was identified in 14 occurrences 

which together y came to stress the Attitude meanings of negative Security and positive 

Tenacity.  

 
       A Modality analysis is also conducted together with Appraisal analysis to explicate the 

rhetorical structure. The analysis was carried out between the two AJE and AAE reports to 

investigate how the reporters in both news agencies employed modality. In the examined 

AJE’s report, there were six occurrences of the writer’s use of modality, namely: had (to), 
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could, would, need, and will (see Appendix A7). Four of these modal verbs were in sentences 

that were directly quoted from the speech of the PM. The two unquoted cases were as follows: 

1. “Authorities had no choice but to act.” Here, the AJE reporter used deontic Obligation 

at high degree of commitment to the need for the proposal. However, the writer split 

“had” and “to” by the phrase “no choice but”. 

2. “The state of emergency would be for the shortest period possible.” The AJE reporter 

here used deontic modality to show willingness at a median degree of commitment 

with subjective orientation.  

In the AAE4’s report, modality was applied in seven sentences. “Had to” was the most 

dominant frequent modal of occurrences in the text. It was found in four occasions and “has 

to” once to stress high Obligation “to intervene and end the protests” (see Appendix A6). 

According to Bartlett (2014, p.109), “have to” is not “a true modal and is often referred to as 

a semi-modal” but it is still within the semantic area of Obligation. The writer used deontic 

modality in each to show high Obligation. The five occurrences insisted there was a high 

degree of Obligation and necessity “to intervene”. 

Among all, there is one pair that was found to be interesting to discuss since it clearly 

revealed different evaluation between the two reporters:  

1. “We found that matters had reached a point that no self-respecting state could 

accept.” 

2. “As a state, we reached a level in which we cannot accept this method of protesting.” 

These two cited Arabic sentences from the PM’s speech were reported/translated 

differently. The AJE reporter made epistemic high Obligation. It was implicit and the 

writer’s orientation was subjective. While the AAE’s reporter made explicit high- 

Probability showing a subjective orientation. The different use of modality here can 

signal the writer’s positioning towards the actions of both players in the event, both 

protestors and government. However, one may argue that “can” or “could” in that 

context can take the sense of Ability.  

Although both websites reported exactly the same speech, there was a divergence in 

the use of modality. The choice of modals in the AJE report divided into Obligation, 

Willingness, and Probability with a subjective orientation of the journalists in four 

occurrences. In the AAE4, however, six of the eight occurrences of modality stated high 
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Obligation. Modality analysis revealed that three of the identified modals reflected a 

subjective orientation of the journalist. 

           The thematic analysis (see table 6.8) was also performed to examine the text in terms 

of themes. In the AJE4’s report, the ithematic structure can be divided into three parts. The 

core themes presented referred to the PM, security forces, and government. The PM and its 

referents were the identified theme in 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, and 8. The PM represented the official 

stance of the government regarding the intervention to end the protests in the two camps. Then, 

the ithematic structure moved to the “security forces” and their referents as in 9, 11, and 12. 

The primary focus of the final part of the themes was associated with the “government 

roadmap” as in 14, 16, and 17. One marked Textual theme is identified in “in a televised 

statement’ (see Appendix A8). 

 

Table 6.8: Thematic Analysis in AJE4 and AAE4 
Theme Type: Marked Unmarked 

AJE 1 15 

AAE 6 16 

 
 

On the other hand, the thematic cohesion and development of AAE’s text can also be 

divided into three ithematic stages. The main themes were the PM, government, protestors and 

their riot. The PM (and its referents) was the theme in the first five clauses in 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, 

and later as in 17, 18, and 19. The textual and ithematic development in the clauses in the 

centre (from 6 to 16) was moving to the “nationhood” and “necessity to stop riot”. In this part, 

Marked themes (circumstances) were identified in 2, 6, and 7 to draw the reader’s attention to 

two main themes i.e.  the protestors’ violence as in “after a day of heavy clashes,” and “with 

the current chaos” to stress the lack of security and the other marked theme signifies the “role” 

of the state, such as “as a state,” and “as government’.  
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Preface:  Stage Two AJE4 

The obtained analysed data in stage one is synthesized in table: 6.9.  The data are coded 

section by section in terms of the syntactic, script, and rhetorical structures. The nomination 

strategies of the main social actors are also marked up. This includes the military, the police, 

the old regime protestors, and the Minister of the Interior. Then, the findings are interpreted 

in a prose narrative to discuss the main findings from the start to the end of the story i.e., 

headline to closure.



Table 6.9: Three Structural Elements’ Box Syntheses (AJE4) 

Section Text progression  Script Structure (Transitivity analysis and 
nomination strategies) 

Rhetorical Structure (Appraisal resources, modality analysis 
and nomination strategies) 

Headline 1 Egypt’s interim PM defends deadly 
crackdown. 

 

 

Egypt’s interim PM (political professionym and 
metonym) as Actor defending the crackdown as 
Target;  
crackdown as nominalisation with Actor deleted 
and unspecified Goal. 

Crackdown (inscribed; Attitude; Affect: -Security); 
deadly crackdown (graduation...... and evoked Judgement; 
Social Sanction: -Propriety) evaluation of unspecified target 
defends deadly crackdown (evoked Judgment; social sanction: 
-Propriety) evaluation of El Beblawi to heighten the feelings; 
 
Egypt (nationym) in reference of El Beblawi (Assimilation to 
heighten belongingness to the same group; affiliation; 
solitary) 
 

Headline 2  Hazem el-Beblawi says decision to 
storm pro-Morsi protest camps in Cairo 
“was not easy,” as death toll climbs to 
525. 

 

 

Hazem el-Beblawi (full name) as Sayer: 
 
Decision as nominalisation with unrecoverable 
Sensor and full projection; 
 
To storm as nonfinite form with Actor deleted and 
pro-Morsi protest camps as Goal;  
 
“was not easy” as Attribute and decision as Carrier; 
 
Death toll as Actor climbing to 525. 

Decision…was not easy (inscribed; Appreciation; 
+Complexity) 

Hazem El-Bablawi (inscribed; Affect: -Inclination); 

decision to storm pro-Morsi protest camps (evoked; 
Judgment; Social Sanction: -Propriety); evaluation of the 
dispersal procedure; 
to storm (Intensified Force of Graduation); 
was not easy (Engagement: Heterogloss; Expansion; 
Distancing); 
death toll climbs to 525 (inscribed; Attitude; Affect: -
Security); 

climbs to 525 (Intensified Quantity of Graduation; Upscale); 
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Hazem el-Beblawi attributed as source (personal nomination 
strategy to heighten his feelings) 

Lead Egypt’s army-backed interim prime 
minister has defended the government’s 
decision to order the crushing of camps 
of supporters of deposed President 
Mohamed Morsi, saying the authorities 
had no choice but to act. 

 

 

The prime minister (political professionym) as Sayer 
defending the decision as Target; 
Egypt’s army-backed as non-finite form with deleted 
Actor and army as Goal; 
decision as nominalisation with government as 
Senser and full projection; 
order as non-finite form with government as 
recoverable Sayer and crushing of camps… as 
Verbiage; 
crushing as nominalisation with Actor deleted and 
camps….as Goal; 
Political opponents nominated through the metonym 
camps. 
Deposed as modifier with Actor deleted and 
President Mohammed Morsi (political professionym 
and full name) as Goal; 
PM as recoverable Sayer:       
To act as non-finite form with the authorities as 
recoverable Carrier” 
  

Crushing of camps (inscribed: Attitude; Affect: -Security); 
defends the government’s decision to order the crushing 
(evoked -Propriety) evaluation of El Beblawi; 
crushing: intensified Force of Graduation; 
the authorities had no choice but to act (inscribed; Affect:  -
Inclination); 
had … to (implicit; deontic obligation at high degree of 
commitment to the need for the proposal with objective 
orientation to heighten necessity and  unwillingness); 
Egypt (nationym)in reference of El Beblawi (Assimilation 
nomination strategy to heighten belongingness to the same 
group; affiliation; solitary). 

Supporting 
Paragraph 1 

In a televised statement late on 
Wednesday, Hazem el-Beblawi said the 
decision to break up the protests “was 
not easy” and came only after the 
government had given mediation efforts 
a chance. 

El-Beblawi (full name) as Sayer with in a televised 
statement as Circ: manner;  
“decision as nominalisation with Senser deleted and 
full projection; 
decision as Actor of came; 
break-up as non-finite form with Actor deleted and 
protests as Goal; 
opponents (actionym) as protests; 

The decision… was not easy (inscribed; Appreciation; 
+Complexity)  

to break up (soft Graduation); 
the government had given mediation efforts a chance (evoked; 
Judgment: Social Esteem: +Tenacity); 

was not easy in a scare quote: (Engagement: Heterogloss; 
Expansion; Distancing); 



  
 

 
 
 

211 

In a televised statement late on 
Wednesday as Marked theme 

 

government (politonym) as Actors in given 
mediation a chance; 
mediation efforts as nominalisation with Actors 
deleted.  

 

Hazem el-Beblawi attributed as source (personal nomination 
strategy to emphasise his feelings) 

Supporting 
Paragraph 2 

“We found that matters had reached a 
point that no self-respecting state could 
accept,” he said, citing what he 
described as “the spread of anarchy and 
attacks on hospitals and police stations.” 

 

 

 

El-Beblawi (pronominal form He) as Sayer saying in 
full projection: 
“we as Sensor with projection. 
Matters as Actors of reached a point 
State (politonym and metonym) as Senser of not 
accept with matters as Phenomenon” self-respecting 
as modifier and state as Sensor of could accept and 
matters as recoverable Phenomena; 
El-Beblawi as recoverable Sayer of non-finite citing 
with spread of anarchy and attacks as Verbiage 
El-Beblawi (pronominal form he) as Attributor of 
describe with indeterminate Carrier and the spread 
of anarchy and attacks as Attributes. 
“Anarchy and attacks as Actors in nominalised 
process spread. 
Attacks as nominalisation with deleted Actors and 
hospitals and police stations as Goals.” 
Opponents (actionym) as attacks.  

Matters had reached a point no self-respecting state could 
accept (inscribed; Appreciation; +Complexity)  

could (implicit; deontic obligation at high degree of 
commitment with subjective orientation to heighten necessity 
to intervene despite unwillingness); 

citing (Engagement: Heterogloss; Expansion; Acknowledging 
PM’s voice standing with respect to propositions); 
 

the spread of anarchy and attacks on hospitals and police 
stations (inscribed; Attitude; Affect: -Security); 

the spread (Intensified Graduation; quantity to heighten – 
Security); 

Hazem el-Beblawi attributed as source. 

Supporting 
Paragraph 3 

The streets of Egypt’s second city 
Alexandria were almost deserted on 
Wednesday night as security forces 
enforced a curfew. The government 
imposed a month-long state of 
emergency after riot police backed by 
armoured vehicles, bulldozers and 
helicopters swept away two 

Security forces as Actor of enforced with curfew as 
Goal and Alexandria as Circ: loc; 
The government nominated as politonym as Actor of 
imposed and state of emergency as Goal; 
riot police as Actor of swept away with two 
encampments of Mori supports as Goal; 
 
setting off as non-finite process with the 
Government’s actions as recoverable Initiator and 

The streets of Egypt’s second city Alexandria were almost 
deserted (inscribed; Attitude; Affect: -Security); 
security forces enforced a curfew. The government imposed a 
month-long state of emergency (Inscribed; Judgement; 
+Capacity); 
riot police backed by armoured vehicles, bulldozers and 
helicopters: (inscribed; Judgment: Social Esteem: +Capacity); 
swept away two encampments of pro-Morsi supporters 
deserted (inscribed; Attitude; Affect: -Security); 
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encampments of pro-Morsi supporters, 
setting off running street battles in Cairo 
and other Egyptian cities. 

 

street battles as event with security forces and 
opponents as inferable Actors and in Cairo and other 
Egyptian cities. 

sweeping away: intensified force (Graduation to emphasise -
Security) 
setting off running street battles in Cairo and other Egyptian 
cities (inscribed; attitude; affect: -Security); 
Other (Intensified quantity of Graduation to emphasise the 
wide range of -Security). 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 4 

Security forces shot dead scores of 
people in their assault on the camps, 
defying international pleas to show 
restraint after a six-week standoff with 
Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood 
supporters. 

 

 

 

Security forces (militarionym) as Actors of shot 
with scores of people as Goal and Carrier of dead as 
Attribute  
assault as nominalised process with security forces 
as Actor and the protestors, nominated through the 
metonym camps, as Goal 
government as unrecoverable but guessable Sensor 
of non-finite process defying and international 
pleas as Phenomena;  
International community as inferable Sayer of 
pleading with the indeterminate Receiver and to 
show restraint as Projection;  
to show restraint as non-finite process with 
indeterminate Actor 
standoff as nominalisation with Morsi’s Muslim 
Brotherhood supporters (religionym and actionym) 
nominated as  political, personal and religious 
reference as Actor and a second indeterminate 
Actor. 

Security forces shot dead scores of people in their assault on 
the camps: (inscribed; Attitude; Affect: -Security); 
 Shot dead scores of people (evoked; Judgment; social 
sanction: -Propriety) evaluation of security forces; 
Scores (intensified quantity of Graduation; Upscale); 
a six-week standoff with Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood 
supporters (evoked; Judgment: Social Esteem: +Tenacity); 

six-week: intensified quantity of Graduation to heighten 
duration. 

 

 

Supporting 
Paragraph 5 
(background) 

Vice-President Mohamed ElBaradei 
resigned saying peaceful means could 
still have been found to end the 
confrontation, but other members of the 
government have rallied behind the 

Vice-President Mohamed ElBaradei (full name and 
political professionym) as Actor of resigned and 
Sayer of non-finite process saying with full 
projection: 
“found as process with peaceful means as 
Phenomenon and Sensor deleted 

peaceful means could still have been found to end the 
confrontation (evoked; attitude; Affect: -Security); 
peaceful means (evoked; -Propriety) evaluation of the 
government’s decision. 
Could: implicit; Deontic obligation at high degree of 
commitment with subjective orientation to emphasise 

http://staff.blogs.aljazeera.com/topic/egypt/unedited-alleged-letter-resignation-interim-vice-president-mohamed-elbaradei
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decision to use force. Beblawi said the 
state of emergency would be for the 
shortest period possible, adding that the 
government was committed to an army-
backed road map to restore democracy. 
The measure, scheduled to last for a 
month, imposes a curfew in Cairo and 
several other provinces between 19:00 
local time (17:00 GMT) and 06:00. 

 

 

to end confrontation as Circ: Purpose with to end as 
non-finite process with deleted Actors and 
confrontation as Scope; 
confrontation as nominalisation with government 
and opponents as inferable Actors”; 
Other members of government (political 
professionym) as Sensors of rallied behind with the 
decision as Phenomenon; 
decision as nominalisation with deleted Senser and 
projection 
to use force as non-finite process with 
indeterminate Actor 
Beblawi (surname) only as Sayer: 
“State of Emergency as Carrier with for shortest 
period possible as Attribute 
Beblawi as recoverable Sayer of non-finite process 
adding: 
“The government as Carrier of committed; 
  
Army backed as modifier with army as Actor and 
road map as Goal; 
to restore democracy as non-finite Circumstance of 
purpose with government as recoverable Actor and 
democracy as Goal;  
The measure as metonym for the government as 
Actor of imposes with curfew as Goal and in Cairo 
and several other provinces as Circ:loc 

alternative manners to bring security;  
But (Engagement: Heterogloss; Expansion; Counter); 
Other members of the government have rallied behind the 
decision to use force (Inscribed; Affect: +Inclination and 
inscribed; Judgment: social esteem: +Capacity);  
other (intensified quantity of Graduation to emphesise 
Capacity); 
the state of emergency would be for the shortest period 

possible (inscribed; Affect: -Security); 

for the shortest (soft Graduation; Downscale); 

would be (implicit; deontic willingness at medium degree of 

commitment with subjective orientation to emphasise the 

length); 

would: (Engagement: Heterogloss; Expansion; Entertaining); 
 

the government was committed to an army-backed road map 
to restore democracy: (Judgment: Social Esteem: +Tenacity); 
The measure, scheduled to last for a month, imposes a curfew 
in Cairo and several other provinces (inscribed; Affect: -
Security); 
Several other (Intensified Quantity of Graduation to heighten 
-Security); 
Vice-President Mohamed ElBaradei attributed as source 
(functionalised nomination to give authority to delegitimise 
the decision). 
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Closure  
(background) 

“There was a need for the state to 
intervene with an extraordinary measure 
which is the emergency law. God 
willing, we will continue. We will build 
our democratic, civilian state,” he said. 

 

Beblawi (pronominal form he) as Sayer saying: 
“need for the state to intervene as Existent  
intervene as non-finite process with the state 
nominated as toponym and politonym as Actor and 
with an extraordinary measure as Circ: manner; 
an extraordinary measure as Value and emergency 
law as Token. 
Government (pronominal form we) as Actor of 
continue and build with our democratic, civilian 
state as Goal    

There was a need for the state to intervene with an 
extraordinary measure (evoked; judgment: Social Esteem 
+Capacity); 

was a need: Engagement: Heterogloss; expand; Entertaining; 

extraordinary (intensified force of Graduation); 

need (explicit; epistemic probability at high degree of 
commitment with objective orientation to heighten the 
necessity to intervene); 

we will continue (inscribed; Judgment: Social Esteem: 
+Tenacity); 
Will: (implicit; deontic willingness at medium degree of 
commitment with subjective orientation to emphasise 
+Tenacity); 
The government (pronominal we) collective nomination in two 
following statements to emphasise solidarity; 
We will build our democratic, civilian state: (inscribed; 
Appreciation; Composition; +Balance);  
democratic, civilian state (Inscribed; Judgment: Social 
Sanction: +Propriety) evaluation of the government. 
Will (Implicit; deontic willingness at high degree of 
commitment with subjective orientation to emphasise + 
Balance); 
PM (pronominal he) is attributed as source. 



Analytical Interpretation 

Headline 

          The headline represents the story to be reported in terms of the PM construed as Actor, 

defending the nominalised crackdown in which security forces are presented as implicit Actors 

against Morsi supporters as implicit Goal. The crackdown is construed as irresponsible with 

overuse of force leading to negative Security and a high death toll through the intensified 

Graduation of DEADLY. That practice, i.e., the crackdown, was made salient by omitting both 

evolved participants in the nominalised process, the security forces and Morsi supporters. The 

PM is construed to be a defender, defending the crackdown, which is a process that gave a 

different connotation from that given by using such verbs as explaining, clarifying, or stating, 

which can evoke negative Normality. Therefore, it is coded as a Material not Verbal process. 

It is possible to discern one of Entman (1993)’s categories of sub-themes in the headline, 

thereby establishing a specific reading frame from the beginning, where the crackdown, as the 

immediate problem, and with the government, which is portrayed as temporary, ‘interim’. It 

is identified as responsible for the problem through the negatively evaluative language 

describing the event. The nomination strategy here is identified, with the minister represented 

in terms of his government position (politonym) and attributed as source, making an official 

pronouncement. The government is linked to ‘Egypt’ in toponymic terms which may evoke 

the nation state and legitimise the practice, giving it personal Authority of minister as 

representative of the government. Yet, this Authority is implied to be incomplete and 

inadequate to empower them to issue such a decision by referring to the government as interim. 

Sub-headline 

         The second section of the headline implies cause and effect. It represents the minister as 

Sayer justifying the decision issued by the ministry as Sensor to the security forces as an 

implicit Actor who stormed the protest camps as Goal. The decision as Carrier is described by 

the minister as being ‘not easy’ and the reason for that is the death toll as Token climbing to a 

high figure of 525 as Value. This section is rhetorically angled through being attributed to the 

decision of the ‘deadly crackdown’ that was salient in the first headline. The crackdown is 

even more negatively construed through the Force of storm and through the Quantity of 525 

to Upscale it. It inscribed negative Security and the reason for that is attributed to the 

government’s decision which is, in Entman (1993)’s terms, identified as the problem. The 
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crackdown is the underlying problem which suggests that the government is indirectly 

responsible for the problem. Therefore, the practice is de-legitimised in terms of moral 

evaluation identified in storming the two camps that caused massive casualties. This is where 

the legitimation construction guided the reader regardless of the other personal Authority of 

the minister who is referred to only in toponymic terms rather than institutional or national 

ones in such a prominent position in the story.  

Lead 

       The lead represents the minister as Actor, defending the government which as Sayer 

ordered the security forces as recoverable Actor to crush the protest camps as Goal. The 

dispersal decision was inevitable through the Relational process of ‘had no choice’ and the 

Material one ‘to act’. The rhetorical construction of the lead heightened the decision as being 

irrational as it is associated with the overuse of power by the security forces through the 

negative Propriety, passive Normality, and intensified Force of CURSHING. The metaphoric 

use “to crush” here together with the previous one that construed the crackdown “to storm” 

heightens the negative Propriety for its doers. However, that decision is suggested by the PM 

as necessary through the evoked negative Inclination of “had no choice but to act”, in which 

had (to) categorised as deontic Obligation in an implicit manner in modality terms.  

        Nomination strategy marked to represent the minister suggests the military and 

government’s positive Capacity in army-backed, national Capacity in Egypt, and position 

Capacity as Prime Minister. But again, the government was represented as temporary and 

unelected-one in interim. The overall theme suggests that the decision was unavoidable but 

de-legitimated through the emphasis of overuse of power through the Force of CRUSHING. 

It also inscribes negative Moralisation in Van Leeuven’s (2007) legitimation terms. Thus, the 

government’s decision to end the protest is identified as the problem. The government is 

implicitly responsible for it although the writer reported the decision as the only available 

solution for the problem. 

Supporting Paragraphs 

         The first two supporting paragraphs report the statement of the PM in which he was 

represented as Sayer justifying the decision that was construed through two directions that are 

logically connected. The first construal for the decision came in a Relational-process sentence 

as “was not easy” in a scare quote giving more salience to the Attribute of the decision. It was 



  
 

 
 
 

217 

the signifying element presented in the headlines and lead. The writer’s voice was there to 

distance from the minister’s positioning. The second activity associated with the decision 

came as circumstance in which the decision was an effect that came after mediation efforts as 

nominalization of implicit Actors as Cause. The security forces are construed differently: the 

first as implicit Actor breaking up the protests in which the minister was attributed as source, 

and as explicit Actor in two other positions sweeping away the two camps and shooting dead 

scores of people. Morsi supporters were represented as Actor in the reported statement 

involved in “the anarchy and attacks on hospitals and police stations” in the second 

supporting paragraph, “street battles” in the third, and “confrontation” in the fifth. This, 

according to the minister as Sayer construed as the Cause of imposing a one-month curfew 

and the state of emergency that came as Carrier in a Relational-process sentence of being the 

shortest period possible as Phenomena with Downscaling of SHORTEST.  

       The road map is identified as the solution for the problem: the instability in the country. 

The road map is backed by the army and the government as Carrier committed to the 

plan/roadmap as the way to restore democracy as Purpose. The last supporting paragraph 

highlights the reaction of other members of the government to the dispersal of the two camps. 

The Vice President, who was referred to in toponymic and government position terms, was 

the Actor resigning. He as Sayer argued for peaceful means as Carrier could have been found 

by the army as implicit Actor to end the confrontation. Other government members were 

construed as Sensors rallying behind the government decision as Phenomena to the Material 

process of using force by the riot police.  

           It also stresses the positive Tenacity by the government as being determined to end the 

state of instability in the country and to move forward in several occurrences such as ‘no self-

respecting state could accept’ and ‘committed to an army-backed road map to restore 

democracy’. However, the security forces are negatively construed for the overuse of power 

in dispersing the two protest camps through the negative Propriety of ‘sweeping away the two 

camps’ and ‘shot dead scores of people’. Still, the use of the word “sweep” may carry a 

positive connotation to the military operation since sweeping may metaphorically have the 

meaning of cleaning a place from dirt which, in this reading, becomes +Propriety.  The overuse 

of power to clear protests in the two sites is also intensified through the Capacity of ‘backed 

by ‘armoured vehicles’, ‘bulldozers’, and ‘helicopters’. Morsi supporters are represented as 
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victims in several occurrences such as ‘shot dead Scores of people’, and ‘swept away two 

encampments of pro-Morsi supporters’. But in one occurrence in which the PM is attributed 

as source, they were represented as bringers of terror through the negative Propriety of the 

nominalised processes “anarchy and attacks on hospitals and police stations”. Here also the 

writer seemed to disagree with the minister’s statement through a scare quote.  

           In terms of the ithematic structure, the failure of mediation efforts on the one hand, and 

the continuous lack of security on the other are identified to be underlying problems that lead 

to the key problem; the decision to disperse the protest site. It is suggested as a neccessary 

solution for the problem while imposing the state of emergency and curfew is presented as a 

temporary solution for the problem that leads to the permanent solution - ‘to restore 

democracy’. However, the government is implied to be responsible for the problem in two 

ways. The first is for being rigid and inattentive to the international calls to reach agreement 

and to deal with protestors in a more lenient manner in “defying international pleas to show 

restraint” and “mediation efforts”. The second is for the overuse of power which it was 

claimed, worsened the situation in setting off running street battles in Cairo and other Egyptian 

cities.  

      The legitimation construction in these five paragraphs suggests negative Moralisation of 

the Ministry of Interior through its security forces for the overuse of power to end the protests. 

However, in one occurrence in which the PM is attributed as source, the government practice 

was legitimated through the analogy of ‘matters had reached a point that no self-respecting 

state could accept’. Comparisons made in discourse nearly always have a legitimising or 

delegitimising function. Here, the implicit answer to the question “Why must I do this?” or 

“Why must I do this in this way?” is “because of its similarity to another activity related to 

positive values”. (Van Leeuwen, 2008, pp.111-112). Despite the theoretical Rationalisation in 

‘the mediation efforts’ that was given a chance by the government, the overall legitimation 

construction implies that the government practice was the key problem. This meaning was 

established through the instrumental Rationalisation of ‘peaceful means could still have been 

found to end the confrontation’ which was attributed to the resigned Vice President as source. 

Closure 

          The last section represents the minister as Sayer stressing the significance of the 

measures implemented by the government. It is represented in the ‘emergency law’ as 
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Attribute in a relation-process sentence while the government construed as Actor in the 

Material processes; intervening, continuing, and ultimately building a ‘democratic, civilian 

state’ as Goal. This part in which the minster is attributed as source, is saturated with Tenacity, 

in which the government was represented as well prepared and determined to move forward 

its road map by hard but still acceptable means through the positive Normality of intervene to 

reach its moral end through the positive Propriety of “democratic, civilian state”. The 

emergency law is suggested as a temporary solution, and according to the minister, the 

intervention is not an underlying problem but an important measure forward to pass to the next 

stage. This meaning is legitimated through the personal Authority of the minister, although he 

represents one side of the conflicting parties, and through the Moralisation of building a 

democratic, civilian state.  

 
 
Stage Two: AAE4 
 
 
          The following table is a summary of the main script, rhetorical, and syntactic structural 

findings in AAE4 which reported the same event on the same date. It analyses how AAE4 

framed the event including the actions of the military and those of the supporters of the 

previous regime. It is followed by an analytical interpretation which describes the findings in 

terms of Entman (1993) and Van Leeuwen (2008). Another section follows to compare how 

both online websites framed this controversial event.



Table 6.10:  Three Structural Elements’ Box Syntheses (AAE4) 
 

Section Text progression Script (Transitivity analysis and nomination 
strategies) 

Rhetorical (Appraisal resources, modality analysis and 
nomination strategies) 

Headline 1 Egypt PM Beblawi: The Morsi sit-ins had 
to be dispersed. 

 

Beblawi as Sayer and The Morsi sit-ins had to be 
dispersed as Verbiage; 

opponents nominated through the metonym sit-ins and 
personal reference to Morsi. 

The Morsi sit-ins had to be dispersed (inscribed; Affect:  -
Inclination); 
had…to (implicit; deontic Obligation at high degree of 
commitment to the need for the proposal with objective 
orientation to heighten necessity and unwillingness); 
PM Beblawi attributed as source through his highly activated 
role to emphasise his function; 
Egypt in reference of Beblawi (Assimilation to heighten 
belongingness to the same group; affiliation; solitary). 
 

Headline 2  After a day of heavy clashes, Hazem 
Beblawi defends the intervention of the 
state to end pro-Morsi sit-ins; says 
security had to be restored 

 

After a day of heavy clashes as Marked 
theme 

 

 

After a day of heavy clashes as Circ: temp;  
heavy clashes as nominalisation with deleted Actors; 
Hazem Beblawi (full name) as Actor of defends the 
intervention as Target; 
intervention as nominalisation with the state referred 
to in politonym and toponym terms as Actor  
end as non-finite process with state as Actor and pro-
Morsi sit-ins as Goal; 
opponents (political professionym pro-Morsi and 
metonym sit-ins); 
Beblawi as recoverable Sayer with projection: 
“restored as process with security as Goal and state as 
recoverable Actor.” 
 

The intervention of the state to end pro-Morsi sit-ins 
(inscribed; Attitude; Affect; -Security); 
 
security had to be restored (inscribed; Attitude; Affect: -
Security); 
 
had…to (implicit; deontic obligation at high degree of 
commitment to the need for the proposal with objective 
orientation to heighten necessity and unwillingness); 
defends the intervention...to restore security (evoked: 
Judgement: +Propriety) evaluation of El Beblawi to justify 
the decision. 
 

Lead Egypt’s interim premier, Hazem El-
Beblawi, addressed the Egyptian nation 
Wednesday evening in what he called “a 

Egypt’s interim premier, Hazem El-Beblawi (full 
name, metonym, and political professionym) as Actor 
of addressed with the Egyptian nation (toponym and 
nationym) as Recipient;  

describing the decision… as a difficult one (inscribed; affect: 
Appreciation +Complexity); 
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word from the heart,” describing the 
decision to disperse the two main sit-ins 
held by supporters of ousted president 
Mohamed Morsi in Cairo and Giza as a 
difficult one. 

 

yesterday evening as Circ:Temp 
El-Beblawi (pronominal form he) as Assignor of 
called with his address as recoverable Carrier and a 
word from the heart as Attribute; 
describing as non-finite process with El-Beblawi as 
recoverable Attributor, the decision to disperse as 
Verbiage, and a difficult one as Attribute; 
disperse as non-finite process with indeterminate 
Actor and the two main sit-ins as Goal; 
opponents nominated  through the metonym sit-ins. 
Supporters of ousted president Mohamed Morsi 
nominated as political, personal reference as Actor of 
held with the two main sit-ins as Scope; 
 

Hazem El-Bablawi (inscribed; Affect: –Inclination); 

Egypt in reference to El Beblawi (Assimilation to heighten 
belongingness to the same group; affiliation; solitary); 
 
a word from the heart (evoked Judgement; + Veracity) 
evaluation of El-Beblawi; 

Supporting 
Paragraph 1 

“As a government, we respect the right of 
peaceful protesting. But in all countries 
of the world, those rights are respected as 
long as there is a respect for others’ 
rights, and this is achieved through a state 
of law,” said El-Beblawi. 

 

As a government as Marked theme 

But in all countries of the world as 
Marked theme  

government (Politonym) explicitly referenced as Circ: 
Role   
 the government (pronominal form we) as Senser of 
respect with the right of peaceful protesting as 
Phenomenon;  
protesting as non-finite process with deleted Actors; 
respected as non-finite process with indeterminate 
Senser, those rights as Phenomenon and in all 
countries of the world as Circ:loc; 
“a respect for others’ rights as Existent in conditional 
clause; 
achieved as process with indeterminate Actor, respect 
for others’ rights as Goal, and through a state of law 
as Circumstance: Manner in conditional clause.” 
 

In all countries of the world (evoked; Judgement; Social 
esteem: + Normality); 
 all (Intensified Graduation to justify the necessity to 
intervene in similar situations; Legitimation of Conformity in 
Van Leeuwen’s (2007) terms); 
this is achieved through a state of law (inscribed + Propriety) 
to legitimise the practice; 
 
 
we (personified) to show affiliation with Egyptians; 
 
El-Beblawi attributed as source 

Supporting 
Paragraph 2 

“As a state, we reached a level in which 
we cannot accept this method of 
protesting. Still we gave a chance for 

Politonym and toponym state explicitly referenced as 
Circ: Role   

As a state, we reached a level in which we cannot accept this 
method of protesting (inscribed judgment: Social Esteem: 
+Tenacity) 
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reconciliation, and even for international 
meditation, in order to have democracy in 
the future. But there was no respect for 
the right of peaceful protest,” said El-
Beblawi, adding that Pro-Morsi protesters 
abused this right by blocking roads and 
attacking people. 
 
As a state as Marked theme 

 

the state (pronominal form we) as Actor of reached 
and a level as Scope; 
the government (pronominal form we) as Sensor of 
cannot accept with this method of protesting as non-
finite process as Phenomena with deleted Actors; 
opponents (actionym) as protesting;  
the government (pronominal form we) as Actor of 
gave in non-finite process with a chance for 
reconciliation as Scope; 
for international meditation as nominalisation with 
international community as inferable Actor of 
mediate. 
To have democracy as non-finite process as Cir: 
Purpose with Possessor deleted; 
“was no respect for the right of peaceful protest as 
Existent; 
opponents (actionym) as protest; 
El-Beblawi as recoverable Sayer adding: 
Pro-Morsi protesters (personal reference and 
actionym) as Actor of abusing this right as Scope; 
by blocking roads and attacking people as non-finite 
Circumstance of Manner with Pro-Morsi protesters as 
recoverable Actor of blocking with roads as Goal , and 
Actor of attacking with people as Goal. 
 

State and we (inscribed; Affect; -Inclination); 

 
we gave a chance for reconciliation, and even for 
international meditation (inscribed; Judgment: Social 
Esteem:  +Propriety); 
we (Inscribed; Affect; -Inclination); 

 
in order to have democracy in the future (inscribed 
Judgement; social sanctions: + Propriety); 
 
Pro-Morsi protesters abused this right by blocking roads 
and attacking people (inscribed; Affect: -Security); 
 
Pro-Morsi protesters (evoked: Judgement; Social Sanctions: 
- Propriety) 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 3 

“We respected the feelings of the 
Egyptians in Ramadan and Eid, but then 
the state had to intervene in order to 
restore the security of Egyptians,” said 

the government (pronominal form we) as Sensor of 
respected and the feelings of the Egyptians as 
Phenomena; 
the government (politonym and toponym) in finite 
process as Actor of had to intervene with deleted Goal; 

The state had to intervene (inscribed; Affect:  -Inclination); 
had…to (implicit; deontic obligation at high degree of 
commitment to the need for the proposal with objective 
orientation to heighten necessity and unwillingness); 
in order to restore the security of Egyptians (inscribed; 
Judgement; social sanction: + Propriety); 
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El-Beblawi. “The dispersing of the sit-ins 
had to happen,” he added. 

 

 

to restore the security of Egyptians as non-finite 
process with the state as recoverable Actor and Morsi 
protestors as inferable Goal. 
El-Beblawi (pronominal form he) as Sayer of added: 
The dispersing as nominalisation with deleted Actors 
and the sit-ins as Goal. 
Opponents (the metonym sit-ins). 

Egyptians (nationym to heighten togetherness, affiliation and 
in/out-group polarisation; 
The dispersing of the sit-ins had to happen (inscribed; Affect:  
-Inclination); 
had…to (implicit; deontic obligation at high degree of 
commitment to the need for the proposal with objective 
orientation to heighten necessity and unwillingness). 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 4 

During the month of Ramadan, the 
Cabinet authorised the interior ministry to 
disperse the pro-Morsi sit-in accordance 
with the law. “We demanded the police 
restrain itself to the maximum level,” said 
the premier, praising the interior ministry. 

 

 

The Cabinet (the metonym leadership reference) as 
Sayer of authorised and the interior ministry as 
Receiver and to disperse the pro-Morsi sit-in 
(metonym) as Project; 
to disperse the pro-Morsi sit-in as non-finite process 
with the interior ministry as recoverable Actor and 
pro-Morsi sit-in as Goal; 
the government (pronominal form we) as Sayer of 
demanded and the police as Receiver and restrain 
itself as Project and to the maximum level as Circ: 
Manner. 
El-Beblawi (political professionym) as Sayer of 
saying and praising and the interior ministry as 
Target. 
 

Disperse the pro-Morsi sit-in (Inscribed; Affect: -Security); 
We demanded the police restrain itself to the maximum level 
(evoked; Judgement; social esteem: + Capacity); 
Maximum: Graduation of Force; Upscale; 
 
We (inscribed; Affect:  -Inclination); 
accordance with the law (evoked; Judgement; Social 
Sanctions: +Propriety) and impersonal Authority to legitimise 
the practice. 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 5 

“The first phase is achieved, but now 
with the current chaos the state has to 
intervene with exceptional procedures,” 
he said, referring to the state of 
emergency imposed for a month starting 
Wednesday 4 PM. 

The first phase as non-finite process as Goal of is 
achieved with the government as inferable Actor; 
with the current chaos as nominalisation as Cir: 
Reason with Actors deleted; 
the state (politonym and toponym) as Actor of has to 
intervene and with exceptional procedures as Cir: 
manner; 
El-Beblawi (promominal he) as recoverable Sayer 
referring to the state of emergency as Verbiage; 

With the current chaos (inscribed: Affect; -Security); 
the state of emergency imposed for a month (Inscribed –
Security) or (+Capacity); 
for a month (Graduation; quantity to emphasise that the 
procedure will take too long;   
the state has to intervene with exceptional procedures 
(inscribed; Affect:  -Inclination); 
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but now with the current chaos as 
Marked theme 

the state of emergency as Scope of imposed with 
deleted Actor. 

has…to (implicit; deontic obligation at high degree of 
commitment to the need for the proposal with objective 
orientation to heighten necessity and unwillingness). 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 6 

El-Beblawi further stated that the interim 
government was moving forward in the 
roadmap and wishes to accomplish the 
drafting of a constitution that would bring 
about a state that was neither religious 
nor military-based. 

 

The interim government (politonym) as Actor of 
moving forward; 
El-Belawi as recoverable Sensor of wishes and to 
accomplish the drafting as Phenonemon; 
The government as recoverable Actor of accomplish 
and the drafting of a constitution as Goal; 
the drafting of a constitution as Attributor with a state 
as Carrier and that was neither religious nor military-
based as Attribute. 

The interim government was moving forward in the roadmap 
(inscribed + Tenacity); 
to accomplish the drafting of a constitution (Inscribed + 
Propriety); 
bring about a state that was neither religious nor military-
based (inscribed; Attitude: Appreciation; +Balance); 
 

Supporting 
Paragraph 7 

On Wednesday, the interior ministry 
started dispersing the two main pro-Morsi 
sit-ins at Rabaa Al-Adawiya Mosque in 
Nasr City and Al-Nahda Square in Giza. 
Clashes erupted nationwide leaving at 
least 149 civilians and, according to the 
interior ministry, 43 security personnel 
killed in addition to many more injured. 

And according to the interior ministry 
as Marked theme 

The interior ministry (Politionym) as Actor of started 
dispersing and the two sit-ins as Goal;  
opponents nominated through the metonym sit-ins. 
Clashes erupted as nominalisation with deleted 
Actors; clashes as Actor of erupting; 
the interior ministry as recoverable Actor and pro-
Morsi protestors as inferable Actor; 
clashes as nominalisation with the interior ministry 
and protestors as recoverable Actors; 
43 security personnel killed as non-finite process as 
Goal of killed and Pro-Morsi supporters as recoverable 
Actor. 
 

The interior ministry started dispersing the two main pro-
Morsi sit-ins (inscribed; Affect; -Security); 
Clashes erupted nationwide (inscribed; Affect: –Security);  
leaving at least 149 civilians (inscribed; Affect: -Security); 
43 security personnel killed in addition to many more injured 
(inscribed; Affect; -Security); 
Two… nationwide (Graduation of Quantity to heighten the 
wide-range of violence and -Security); 
149 civilians and 43 security personnel (Graduation of 
Quantity; Upscale to heighten - Security); 
many more injured (intensified Graduation of Quantity to 
heighten -Security); 
civilians (nominated by depersonalised reference to 
anonymise the identity of casualty in the clash) and (evoked: 
Judgemet: -Propriety   to target government. 
 

Closure 
 
 

In addition to clashes at the sit-in venues, 
confrontations also erupted between pro-

Clashes as nominalisation with the interior ministry 
and pro-Morsi protestors as recoverable Actors; 

Clashes at the sit-in venues, confrontations also erupted 
(inscribed; affect: - Security); 
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Morsi demonstrators and security forces 
in several governorates around the 
country. A number of churches and Coptic 
shops were also torched by Morsi 
supporters. 

In addition to clashes at the sit-in 
venues as Marked theme 
 

Confrontations also erupted between pro-Morsi 
demonstrators (actionym) and security forces as 
nominalisation with the confrontations as Actor of 
erupted; 
interior ministry and pro-Morsi protestors as Actors; 
A number of churches and Coptic shops as Goal of 
were torched and by Morsi supporters as Actor. 

in several governorates around the country (Graduation of 
Quantity to heighten –Security) 
A number of churches and Coptic shops were also torched by 
Morsi supporters (inscribed; Affect: -Security); 

(evoked; Judgement; social sanction: -Propriety) evaluation 
of Morsi supporters. 

 

 



Analytical Interpretation 

Headline 

             This section represents the minister as Sayer, the security forces as implicit Actor, and 

Morsi sit-ins as Goal, in the Material- process procedure of dispersing. The minister is referred 

to in terms of rank, and national terms or in other words, nationym, politionym and surname. 

The sit-ins are represented as a site that poses a threat to and danger to the state and therefore 

the practice of dispersing the protestors is of high importance to maintain security. This 

meaning is intensified through the Deontic obligation of ‘had to’, which can imply the 

turbulent situation in the country or evoke negative Security in appraisal terms. The necessity 

to disperse the sit-ins can also imply that protestors are the cause of danger, and their protesting 

sites are not peaceful evoking negative Propriety to target the protestors. The ithematic 

messages here suggest that Morsi sit-ins are identified to be the problem and dispersing the 

sit-ins as an urgent surgery to cure the problem. It also implies that Morsi supporters are 

responsible for the problem. The personal authority of the minister is established to legitimise 

the practice, and that authority is increased through the nomination reference in terms of 

government as PM and country, Egypt.   

Sub-headline 

         The second headline represents Hazem Beblawi as Sayer defending the state as Actor 

for intervening to end pro-Morsi sit-ins as Goal for the purpose of restoring security as Cause. 

In a marked theme, the ‘After a day of heavy clashes’ clause implies cause and effect in which 

heavy clashes came in a more salient position of the script as Cause for the following effect: 

the intervention. The rhetorical language is angled to intensify the lack of security in the 

country through the negative Security of “heavy clashes” while the intervention to disperse 

the sit-ins is justified as an urgent measure to tackle the turmoil through the inscribed positive 

Normality of intervention to restore security. The ithematic structure highlights the factor of 

security as the problem created by pro-Morsi supporters and the intervention to end it as an 

urgent solution.  

Lead 

      The lead construed the minister as Sayer addressing the Egyptian nation and describing 

the decision made by the government as implicit Sensor to the security forces as Actor 

dispersing the sit-ins “a difficult one” as Phenomena. The rhetorical language in this section 



  
 

 
 
 

227 

is angled to intensify the Veracity and Propriety through the construal of the minister as a 

national patriot, faithful, and a representative for Egyptians, not for a specific class or group 

of Egyptians, but for the whole nation. The emotional bond and affiliation between the 

government and Egyptians has been emphasised through the positive Veracity of “word from 

the heart”. The protests in the sit-ins were dispersed with good intention and meaningful 

purpose. The decision was hard but urgent through the inscribed positive Complexity; 

Appreciation of “difficult one” and through the Normality of disperse. The practice of removal 

of President Morsi was modified as being an ‘ousting’ suggesting negative Propriety, but still 

a justifiable procedure. The dispersal of the sit-ins is identified as a solution for an existing 

problem created by the deposed regime’s supporters for the purpose of restoring security. The 

government is morally evaluated and specifically the representative of the government, the 

PM, is attributed as source and in legitimation terms personal Authority. The minister was 

referred to in full toponymic, government, and national terms enhancing this authority and 

following the same nomination line in the first headline. 

Supporting Paragraphs 

        In the first two sections the Role the government is taking in the circumstance, marked 

theme clauses of “As a state” and “As a government” was heightened. The government was 

referred to by the pronoun ‘we’ that came in four mental-process occurrences out of six in 

which the government was construed as Sensor ‘respecting the right of peaceful protest’ and 

‘the feelings of the Egyptians in Ramadan and Eid’, but still ‘cannot accept that method of 

protesting’. Pro-Morsi protestors were construed as implicit Actors abusing the peaceful 

manner of protesting and not respecting that right in two existential-process occurrences in 

the first and second supporting paragraphs. They were Actors blocking roads, and attacking 

people, and killing 43 security personnel while police was another Actor involved into the 

clashes that “left at least 149 civilians” killed and injured. The sit-ins of the protestors came 

as the Goal and the action of intervention by security forces identified on four occasions 

dispersing and intervening and that intervention came with “exceptional procedures”. The 

government was construed as Actor of “imposing the state of emergency after reaching a 

level” that cannot be tolerated after being patient to “the maximum level” as manner and after 

the government as Actor giving “a chance for reconciliation, and even for international 

meditation”. The government’s attitude was justifiable to restore democracy as Reason and 
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to achieve two objectives construed in Material-process sentences in which the government is 

coded as Actor; moving forward in the roadmap, accomplishing the drafting of a constitution 

that in a Relational-process sentence would achieve the third objective to get a state that was 

neither religious nor military-based.  

           The frequent use of the pronoun “we” in this text is significant. It suggests that the 

minister whether he occupies the Actor, Sensor, or Carrier position etc, wants to form an 

intimate relationship with the audience. “We” is a collective pronoun that “is not only 

subjective but  also  intersubjective,  i.e.,  dialogic,  reaching  beyond “I” to “you” and others” 

(Nádraská, Z., 200, p.159).  On the one hand, a string of the pronoun “we”, that took the Actor 

and Sensor positions, can imply solidarity and affiliation with the audience. “We” comes as 

the second plural-subject pronoun, and this creates a tighter bond than the singular-subject 

pronoun “I” does. In terms of Engagement which is a platform to examine dialogic meanings, 

“we” can be coded as Proclaim; Pronounce in Heteroglossia which indicates an explicit 

authorial intervention. It builds a strong connection with the common Egyptian citizen and the 

more it occurs in a text, the more closeness and national unity between the Egyptian people 

and the government it heightens.  

           The rhetorical language was angled to intensify the meanings of positive Tenacity, 

Veracity, and Propriety to represent the government, the negative Security to construe the 

situation, and the negative evoked Propriety to construe pro-Morsi protestors as rioters. The 

body paragraphs were saturated with these meanings in which the government was construed 

as committed and law-abiding in peaceful protesting and international treaties in this regard 

through the positive propriety of “respecting the right of peaceful protesting”, “a state of law” 

and “accordance with the law” and” intervene”. The former example intensified through the 

Graduation of “All countries” in which established Conformity to legitimise the government’s 

practice.  

       The government was construed to be tolerant and patient with the violations of the right 

of protesting through the evoked positive Propriety and Capacity of “we gave a chance for 

reconciliation,” “we respect the right of peaceful protesting,” “we respected the feelings of 

the Egyptians in Ramadan and Eid,” and “We demanded the police restrain itself to the 

maximum level”. However, it was determined and strict but within the limits of law to deal 

with these violations through the evoked Tenacity of “we cannot accept this method of 
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protesting”, “the state had to intervene”, and “the dispersing of the sit-ins had to happen. 

The police were appraised positively in terms of Tenacity to end the protests in the sit-ins 

through and the positive Normality of dispersing and intervening to stress the government’s 

commitment to the law in order to achieve its goals. The government was also appraised 

positively in terms of Tenacity of “moving forward in the roadmap” and in terms of positive 

Inclination of “wishes to accomplish the drafting of a constitution”.  It was also appraised in 

terms of positive Propriety in to bring about the state that all Egyptians dream about. It is “a 

state that was neither religious nor military-based”.  

           In these sections the dispersal could be an underlying problem that led to the main 

problem - the death toll. But it was lawful in that context and within certain limits to tackle a 

more serious problem, which is the current chaos and unacceptable method of protesting which 

is a threat to the existence of the state. These violations are committed by Morsi supporters 

who are identified as being responsible for the problem in Entman (1993)’s terms. The 

intervention of the government was morally evaluated in implicit language as an unpleasant 

but necessary means to a pleasant end. The government was praised for its commitment, and 

its patriotic sense towards Egypt and Egyptians in several occurrences through the rhetorically 

identified Veracity and Propriety meanings such as respecting the feelings of Egyptians in 

Ramadan and Eid. This goes in the same line to heighten the Veracity in the lead in ‘word 

from the heart (to Egyptians)’. The state of emergency was identified as a temporary solution 

to the problem and the roadmap as a long-term solution to the permanent inspired solution, 

which every Egyptian seeks - restoring democracy and bringing about a state neither religious 

nor military-based. The minister was attributed as source in six out of seven paragraphs as a 

key legitimation tool to establish personal Authority as a representative of the government to 

justify the purpose of the government’s practice. 

 

Closure 

            The concluding paragraph represents the security forces and pro-Morsi protestors as 

Actors clashing and confronting each other in several governorates. This can be an effect 

associated with another practice by the protestors being Actor torching a number of churches 

and Coptic shops. The evaluative language is saturated with the lack Security. It construed the 

situation as a total turmoil through the negative Security of “confrontations and clashes”, 
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which is intensified through the Quantity, Upscaling of in several governorates around the 

country. Morsi supporters are construed as fundamentalists who ruled a religion-based state 

and as extremists coming from an ideological background that made them intolerant of 

religious differences. This evaluation is intensified through the negative Propriety of “a 

number of churches and Coptic shops were also torched by Morsi supporters”, which is also 

another signal for the current insecure situation in Egypt. Although both sides are involved in 

the nominalised process “confrontations”, the security force’s role can be justified as their 

duty is to restore security. Therefore, the protestors who are attacking people for 

ideological/religious reasons are responsible for the problem. That is also against the inspired 

roadmap the government is looking for - a state that is neither military-based nor religion-

based. The practice of the MB protestors is de-legitimised and specifically demoralised; a 

legitimation strategy established which could work as an appropriate ending. It completes the 

salient cues throughout the article that negatively portray the protestors for involvement into 

a series of destructive actions, being the actor of attacking hospitals, blocking roads, killing 

people, and worse, torching churches and Coptic shops. 

 

           The two-square dispersal is a significant event to consider for two key reasons. First, 

as it witnessed an unprecedented number of death and injuries, and secondly for its wide media 

coverage. One of its impacts is the immediate resignation of the Interim Vice President 

Mohamed El Baradei who criticised the means of intervention (Reuters, 2013), and therefore, 

he left the country and has not returned since. Due to the size of the military operation, the 

dispersal process lasted for 12 hours roughly from sunrise to sunset. That event marked the 

end of a long resistant sit-ins in two main squares that had been occupied by old regime 

protesters for 40 days since 3 July.  

When analysing the AJE4’s headline: “Egypt’s interim PM defends deadly crackdown: 

Hazem el-Beblawi says the decision to storm pro-Morsi protest camps in Cairo ‘was not easy,’ 

as “death toll climbs to 525”, various rhetorical devices were used, indicating negative 

Security and negative Propriety in terms of the Attitudinal system, while intensified Force is 

identified in “DEADLY” and “STORM” in terms of Graduation which is an indicator of 

underlying Conflict frame (see Table 6.11). 
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Table 6.11: Main Features of AJE4’s Representation 

Text Themes AJE4 
 Writer’s voice Example 
The government 
decision 
 

The writer represented the decision 
through + Complexity and -Inclination. 
However, the writer used scare quotes to 
distance from authorial voice two times. 

The decision “was not 
easy”,  
 the authorities had no 
choice but to act   

The military 
intervention 
 

The intervention was represented 
through evoked -Propriety with 
intensified Force of Graduation and 
Quantity; Upscaling  

 “deadly”, “storm”, 
“crushing” death toll 
climbs to 525. 

 
Morsi supporters 
 

The nominalised process suggests 
mutual culpability (both police and 
protestors coded as Actors). 
 

end the confrontation, 
attacks on hospitals 

Attacks on Coptic 
shops and 
Churches by 
Morsi followers 
 

No reference  

Police 
 

1. Security forces are represented in 
terms of -Propriety with 
intensified Quantity; Upscaling.  
 

2. The nominalised process suggests 
that responsibility is shared but 
the writer’s voice suggests 
Distancing from author’s 
proposal through scare quotes.  

1. Security forces 
shot dead scores 
of people 
 

2. citing what he 
described as “the 
spread of anarchy 
and attacks on 
hospitals and 
police stations.” 

Road map  
 

The road map was represented in terms 
of + Tenacity; evaluation of the 
government. 
 

an army-backed road 
map to restore 
democracy. 

 

On the other hand, the AAE4’s headline: “Egypt PM Beblawi: The Morsi sit-ins had 

to be dispersed. After a day of heavy clashes, Hazem Beblawi defends the intervention of the 

state to end pro-Morsi sit-ins; says security had to be restored”, revealed that the reporter used 

another more salient Marked theme “After a day of heavy clashes” which indicates mutual 

culpability. This establishes a connection between protestors and violence to suggest that the 

protest is not peaceful. In terms of the framing rhetorical devices, the journalist uses negative 

Inclination and positive Normality when modifying the process of clearing the protest camps 

in “dispersed”, “intervention”, and “to end” (See Table 6.12).  
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Table 6.12: Main Features of AAE4’s Representation 

Text Themes AAE4 
 Writer’s voice Example 
The military 
intervention 

The writer appraised the dispersal 
through -Inclination and through 
deontic obligation to heighten 
unwillingness. 
 

 The Morsi sit-ins had to be 
dispersed. 

The dispersal 
Decision 

1. The writer appraised the police 
through +Normality, 
+Propriety. 

2. He established Conformity to 
legitimise the action. 
 

1. “dispersed”, 
“intervention”, and “to 
end.” 

2. in all countries of the 
world, those rights are 
respected as long as there 
is a respect for others’ 
rights, and this is achieved 
through a state of law. 

 
Morsi 
supporters 
 

1. They were evaluated through 
negative Propriety. 

2. They were appraised through 
Quantity; Upscale to heighten 
-Propriety.  

3. The nominalised process 
suggests mutual culpability 
(both police and protestors 
coded as Actors). 
 

1. A number of churches and 
Coptic shops were also 
torched by Morsi 
supporters. 

2. 43 security personnel killed 
in addition to many more 
injured 

3. “After a day of heavy 
clashes”, confrontations 
erupted 

 
 

Police 
 

Police was represented through 
+Capacity and Graduation; Upscale to 
heighten + Capacity and -Inclination. 
 
 

We demanded the police restrain 
itself to the maximum level 

Road map 
 

It was evaluated through +Tenacity 
and Appreciation + Balance. 

in order to have democracy in the 
future 
The interim government was 
moving forward in the roadmap… 
bring about a state that was 
neither religious nor military-
based. 

 

           The analysis of the ithematic structure to evaluate an event in a news story is significant 

since “it functions as the central organizing idea” that “connects different semantic elements 

of a story (e.g., descriptions of an action or an actor, quotes of sources, and background 

information) into a coherent whole” (Pan & Kosicki, 1993, p.58). The AJE4 report was 

slightly more straightforward in terms of the syntactical structure analysis since only one 

Marked theme was identified throughout. AJE framed the event as a “deadly crackdown”.  

AAE4 framed the process of clearing the camps as “intervention” and used the 

“confrontation” theme which suggests mutual responsibility. Several themes were derived 
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from the text such as “violence and riot throughout the country”, “lack of security”, and 

“future roadmap”. In the AJE4, the security forces and the government created the problem. 

The government and its forces were the Actors of negative processes targeting the protestors 

in the two camps such as “crushing”, “storming”, and “sweeping away.”. The underlying 

message in the AJE4 can be inferred through the rhetorical and script devices used to delineate 

the event especially in the headline, being the most salient cue in framing.  The AAE4 

reporting stresses that the protestors were the Actors of violence before, during, and after the 

intervention which gives the government the right to “intervene”, “enforce a curfew”, and 

“impose a month-long state of emergency”. 

           AJE4 and AAE4 reported the roadmap and future aspiration as a subtheme quoted from 

the PM’s speech. The roadmap was presented as a treatment prescribed for the current unstable 

situation in the country. AJE reported: “build a civil, democratic state”, but AAE reported the 

same statement: “bring about a state that is neither military nor religious-based.” The possible 

interpretation of this is to imply that the ousted regime was a theocratic rather than civil 

government. Through its English website, AAE4 tells the decision makers in the west that the 

AS revolutions in Egypt brought fascist Islamists to power to legitimise the military operation 

against such a radical regime. This may also explain why AAE4 nominated the late President 

through the actionym “ousted” instead of “deposed” which was used by AJE4. Interestingly, 

AJE did not report the “torching of Coptic shops and churches” or label the removed regime 

as “religious-based state” which could be either an omission from the actual speech of the PM 

or additional comment from the AAE4. 

                In this chapter, AAJ3 and AAE3 were examined at three stages of analysis. Pair 

three investigated how AJE3 and AAE3 framed the statement of the interim-government 

minister of Interior in terms of the instable situation and the clashes on the ground. AAE 

stressed the importance of the security procedures the government applied to tackle the chaos 

in the country. These security policies were framed to be justified because they came as a 

response to the people’s requests who protested against MB government. MB supporters were 

construed as the bad group in the conflict such as “we will not allow mad spiteful people to 

disturb the peace of Egypt”. AJE3 linked the turbulent situation and the casualty to the military 

intervention or the ‘coup’.  AJE4 and AAE4 reported the speech of the PM about the dispersal 

of the two Squares. AAE4 structured their narrative to emphasise the meaning that the ministry 
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procedure was inevitable to bring security and stop violence. Protestors were appraised 

negatively and placed as the Actors of several bad actions such as ‘burning’, ‘attacking’…etc. 

Therefore, MB supporters were responsible for the problem.  AJE4 suggested that the overuse 

of power by police worsened the situation and raised the death toll. Thus, the security forces 

were framed to be responsible for the problem. 

     The following section will provide a summary of the key findings and present the overall 

result of the examined four sets of excerpts. It will provide conclusions of the frames each 

news agency used to construe these events and how this relates to their ideological 

perspectives. Semetko and Valkenburg (2000)’s probes will be followed to validate SFL, 

Entman (1993), and Van and Leeuwen (2008)’s findings. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

 

RESULTS 

            Neuman et al. (1992, p.126) categorised news articles and placed them into two 

sections: the first section contains ‘frames’, and the other contains ‘facts’. According to 

Entman (1993) the first section holds judgment ‘framing devices’; elements that are distinctive 

and dissimilar to the rest of news story which usually presents core news facts. To recognise 

these frames, Tankard (2001, p.101) outlined several principal elements for identifying and 

measuring news frames which are headlines, sub headlines, photos, photo captions, leads, 

source selection, quotes selection, pull quotes, logos, statistics, and charts, concluding 

statements and paragraph. Pan and Kosicki (1993) agreed with Tankard (2001) on the 

significance of headlines and leads. According to both, “a headline is the most salient cue” in 

the syntactic structure and it aims “to activate certain semantically related concepts in readers’ 

minds; it is thus the most powerful framing device of the syntactical structure. A lead is the 

next most important device to use” (Pan & Kosicki, 1993, p. 59). Closure is also included as 

an influential key framing device.  Price et al. (1997, p.488) identified a frame by writers using 

the technique of “varying introductory and concluding paragraphs to establish a unique 

journalistic frame”. To be more specific, the structural findings in the headlines, leads, and 

concluding paragraphs will be under the microscope to pinpoint framing devices in the four 

pairs. 

            In terms of AJE’s headlines, the most predominant process identified was Material 

with 11 occurrences which were used mainly to negatively evaluate the military’s practices or 

suggest negative Propriety in appraisal terms such as “deadly crackdown” and “kidnapping 

Morsi”. The Material processes also occupied the first position in the examined AJE Leads 

with a total of 10 occurrences which were quite often associated with negative Security, for 

instance, “deal decisively with any attempts to destabilise the country” and “amid unrest”.  

Interestingly, the concluding paragraphs in the AJE texts were saturated with Material 

processes, reaching a total of  21, and the most dominant appraisal type found was +Tenacity 

for the portrayal of the ousted government supporters, such as in these two reported statements 

from Morsi’s family: “the family would take all legal actions to end his detention” and 

“demand(ing) his reinstatement” ;in two other occurrences the +Tenacity came to evaluate 
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the new interim government such as “intervene with an extraordinary measure”,  “We will 

continue”, and “we will build our democratic, civilian state”. The phrase “democratic, civilian 

state” in the latter was also coded as Inscribed +Propriety but it could also be coded as evoked 

negative Propriety to cast doubts about the new government’s legitimacy (see Table 6.1). 

 

Table 6.1: AJE’s Most Dominant script and rhetorical elements in all pairs 

 

            Regarding AAE’s headlines, a total of 13 Material processes were identified making 

Material the most dominant process of all, mostly overlapped with -Security heightened, for 

example “to disturb Egypt's peace” and “protect the 30 June revolution”. Eleven Material 

processes were identified in the leads of all articles. The most dominant appraisal type found 

in these Material-process clauses was Tenacity and Propriety. For example, “all efforts will be 

taken to protect national security” and “all police exertions are a result of their return to the 

‘side of the Egyptian people’". The phrase “side of the Egyptian people” is put in a scare quote 

in such a prominent position in the syntactic structure to clearly reveal part of AAE’s 

perspective and its own voice towards the situation. Twelve Material processes were retrieved 

in the concluding paragraphs that mainly came to stress the lack of security. For example: “the 

sit-in was not peaceful, and police were attacked by armed protesters, escalating the conflict” 

and “In addition to clashes at the sit-in venues, confrontations also erupted between pro-

Morsi demonstrators and security forces in several governorates around the country”. (See 

Table 6.2).  
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Table 6. 2: AAE’s Most script and rhetorical elements in all pairs 

       

To validate the findings and understand how each news publication framed their 

stories, the researcher adopted an eclectic approach through the use of various analytical 

devices to code the data. First, the findings of each pair will be compared following the process 

outlined by Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) to confirm the outcome for SFL analysis, Van 

Leeuwen (2008), and  Entman’s (1993) probes. Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) introduced 

five typologies of news framing as follows: 

1. Conflict 

2. Human interests  

3. Attribution of responsibility 

4. Morality 

5. Economic consequences. 

 A deductive approach was used by applying Entman’s (1993) questions and Semetko 

and Valkenburg’s (2000) coding scheme to the sample texts. This tool (see Appendix E) is a 

set of questions aiming to signify the news frames for each pair. Their coding scheme consists 

of five questions to identify the attribution of responsibility, four questions for the conflict 

frame, and three for the morality frame. The following three specific frames: Conflict frame, 

Morality frame, and Responsibility frame were used because of the nature of the examined 

events, which does it refer to the frames or to the nature of the examined events? Make it 
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clear. If the fames say: these frames will also be significant to validate the data obtained to 

address Entman’s (1993) four questions: what is the problem, who is responsible for the 

problem, how it is morally evaluated, and what is the solution suggested for the problem?  

These three frames enable the researcher to further investigate Entman’s (1993) questions 

from a different dimension.  

7.1. Conflict, Responsibility, and Morality Frames 

            To begin, the Conflict frame or confrontation frame (Gitlin, 1980, cited in Pan and 

Kosicki, 1993. p.65) is used to heighten conflict and struggle between individuals, groups, 

institutions, or countries (Semetko and Valkenburg, 2000). “The conflict frame refers to the 

journalistic practice of reporting stories of clashing interpretation” which is relevant to the 

subject matter that investigates news media’s “game interpretation of the political world as an 

ongoing series of contests, each with a new set of winners and losers” (Neuman et al., 1992, 

p.64). The Conflict frame could be found, for example, through the nominalised process in 

which agents in the action are deleted. The findings in both outlets revealed that they addressed 

all four Conflict-frame questions with yes (see the set of questions in Appendix E) which 

confirms the existence of conflict framing. Processes of conflict and struggle such as “clashes” 

and “confrontations” which were used in nominalised forms were identified seven times in 

AAE, three of which occurred in a prominent syntactic position in the texts - the closures. The 

Conflict frame was also found five times in AJE. Surprisingly, all occurred in the supporting 

paragraphs such as “street battles” in AJE4.  

             When a Material process is nominalised, a verb is transformed into a noun form to 

modify the action in which the Actor/agent is concealed or mystified. Thus, instead of “X kill 

Y”, the nominalised process will be “the killing of Y,” in which the agent becomes ambiguous, 

and the action is presented as a fact. Francis (1988, p.203) suggests that nominalisation 

“freezes the processes and makes them static so that they can be talked about and evaluated”.  

“The function of nominalisation lies in that no specification of who or what is changing, a 

backgrounding of the processes of change themselves, and a foregrounding of their effect. In 

backgrounding the processes themselves, nominalisation also backgrounds questions of 

agency and causality, of who or what causes change” (Fairclough, 2000, p.26). Therefore, 

writers do not usually focus on what is happening but on what is being “internalised and 

factualised by society as to the status of what has already happened: the relationship between 
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events rather than events themselves” (Francis, 1988, p.216).  That is another reason why 

nominalisation is significant in the conflict frame. It also functions to create monoglossic text 

in Engagement. It impacts the discourse and is therefore a strategy that could imply the 

existence of an underlying ideological orientation because it plays a role of mystifying who is 

held responsible by “backgrounding (or often deleting) agency and causality” (Richardson, 

2004, p.54). Here is also another reason why employing Entman (1993) and Semetko and 

Valkenburg (2000) together can be significant to identify the covert meanings conveyed by 

the writer. The effect of this on the reader lies in obfuscating who caused the action and who 

is responsible for the problem in the conflict frame.  

           Nominalisation can also function to normalise the agency. Hence, instead of reporting 

the event as “X started the clash with Y”, the process is nominalised to be’ the clashes between 

Z and Y”. The Conflict frame was used in both news websites to modify the Material-process 

statements to identify who is placed as the Actor and who is the Goal. The reporting in AAE 

suggests that both players in the two conflicting camps created the problem. This was 

identified in seven nominalised occurrences such as “In addition to clashes at the sit-in venues, 

confrontations also erupted” in a Marked theme and “following the series of violent clashes”. 

Both were identified in the closure which clearly reveal the remarkable employment of the 

Conflict frame in AAE’s text as “very effective in depicting and marginalising opponents” 

(Gitlin, 1980, cited in Pan & Kosicki, 1993. p.65).  

             On the other hand, the Responsibility frame is also used in each news outlet. The 

function is to “present an issue or problem in such a way as to attribute responsibility for 

causing or solving to either the government or to an individual or group” (Semetko & 

Valkenburg, 2000 in De Vreese, 2005, p.56). The Responsibility frame was identified in 16 

occurrences which came in the interpretation section for each pair to address Entman’s (1993) 

questions when thematic structure was examined. For example, the AJE writer used the 

temporal conjunction “following” to imply causality for the suspension of plane delivery to 

Egypt in the second pair’s headline: “Washington halts shipment for an undefined period 

following the military's overthrow”, and the writer also heightened responsibility in the lead: 

“US halted delivery of four F-16 fighter jets to Egypt amid unrest following the military's 

overthrow”. Another example that can be an indicator of an underlying Responsibility frame 

was identified in the fourth pair’s headline: “Family accuses Egypt army of kidnapping 
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Morsi”, which was also heightened in the lead: “…it holds the military responsible for his 

safety and security”.   

           In the AAE’s case, the Responsibility frame was used to modify the delay of the 

delivery of the planes to Egypt which was attributed to Obama personified in terms of 

nomination in the headline: “US' Obama halts delivery of F-16s to Egypt”, which is also 

confirmed in the lead: “President Barack Obama has decided to halt the delivery of F-16 

fighter jets”. One more example that also revealed AAE’s perspective on who was responsible 

for the problem is found in the headline of the third pair: “Police won't allow 'mad people' to 

disturb Egypt's peace” which is also intensified in another supporting statement saturated with 

appraisal in the same article: “We will not allow any mad, spiteful men to disturb the peace” 

(See Table 6.3 and 6.4). 

Semetko and 

Valkenburg’s (2000) questions which probe further moral aspects.  Their questions (see 

Appendix E) revolve around moral messages, religious tenets, social prescriptions, and 

behaviours. According to Neuman et al. (1992, p.74), Morality framing refers to “morality and 

social prescriptions”. According to the data revealed, both news websites used the Morality 

frame with a total of 21 references by AJE and 20 by AAE. Regarding AJE, 20 findings 

identified were related to morality or moralisation (Van Leeuwen’s (2007) term), +Propriety 

appraisal (Martin and White (2005)’s term), and/or moral evaluation (Entman (1993)’s term). 
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They clearly answer the Morality frame questions of Semetko and Valkenburg (see Appendix 

D) affirmatively. 

               Each news publication used the Morality frame in their headlines in leads. However, 

AJE moral findings did not contain any direct promotion of moral messages or social 

prescriptions on how to behave. Instead, AJE’s moral evaluations focused more on who was 

construed as good and who was represented as bad. For instance, a negative portrayal of the 

government was found in several examples such as “PM defends deadly crackdown” and “the 

leader of the bloody military coup, and his putschist group". By contrast, the Morality frame 

was presented in AAE in its reference to a certain religious ritual which is valued and respected 

by the government which was coded +Propriety in We respected the feelings of the Egyptians 

in Ramadan” and also through presenting a social perception of how to behave/protest such 

as “in all countries of the world, those rights are respected as long as there is a respect for 

others' rights, and this is achieved through a state of law”.  

             The government was also morally evaluated when the AAE writer heightened the 

value of the 30 June revolution as a symbol of national unity and the moral role played by the 

government “to protect the 30 June Revolution”, and “return to the “side of the Egyptian 

people”. People were presented to be on the same side as   the army and police “against 

terrorism”, which was identified in the third story’s headline in a scare quote which is a  

significant framing device to imply the interference of another voice:  the voice of the writer 

who acknowledges the Minister’s voice to heighten “against terrorism”, evoking -Propriety 

to pro-Morsi protestors who also were negatively construed for being religiously fanatic and 

intolerant in “A number of churches and Coptic shops were also torched by Morsi supporters”. 

Protecting the nation from those people could “bring about a state that is neither military nor 

religious-based”, which came as +Propriety is emphasised in a prominent framing device -

closure- and to address the third morality question implying a prescription on how to rule a 

country without imposing extreme ideologies on people. 
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               In the following chapter, the researcher discusses the findings and results.  The 

chapter relate them to the research question and to the research objectives.  It also reviews the 

ideological perspective of AJE and AAE and the debate over their classification in the 

literature review.  The chapter highlights the significance of exploring how both conflicting 

media outlets framed the events in Egypt and discusses the wider historical context with 

relation to the recent conflict in media discourse. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

 

Introduction   

The first section of the current chapter describes the significance of the results and 

findings in chapter four, five, and six with reference to the research questions. It discusses the 

research outcome in relation to the investigated problem in chapter one and two. It discusses 

the research gap the methodology has tried to fill and the value which the analysis has provided 

to previous linguistically- oriented studies in framing (e.g., Tannen. 1979, 1993, Pan & 

Kosicki, 1993). It presents what the findings mean in the academic context and the overall 

theoretical and empirical contribution of the thesis.  

The second section includes discussions about several concepts that have been 

identified in the data findings such as ‘coup d’état’. It explains how each media outlet has 

represented/labelled the events and how this relates to their ideologies. It also returns to the 

scholarly debate on the taxonomy of Arab media in chapter three which has reviewed how 

AJE and AAE were classified. It discusses how AJE and AAE could be categorised 

considering the research results.  

The third section briefly discusses several political, cultural, and social relations 

including the meaning of democracy in the Arab mindset. It throws light on the perspective 

developed by AJE and AAE by examining their framing of events under study. Finally, section 

four provides implications for future research and limitations.  

 

Synoptic summary of results 

Results revealed that both news agencies used a Conflict frame, Morality frame, and 

Responsibility frame to construe the selected events from their distinctive ideological 

outlooks. In terms of script, for example, the transitivity analysis revealed that AAE held MB’s 

supporters responsible for the upheaval as they were the actors disturbing the peace and 

creating chaos, an interpretation that was heightened through several nominalization processes 

that indicated the existence of the Conflict frame in significant syntactic-structure positions; 

headlines, leads, and closures. The Morality frame was established through a series of 

Appraisal categories, Modality types, and Van Leeuwen (2007)’s Moralisation strategies 
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coded in these texts. MB followers were construed as evildoers with several inscribed/evoked 

impropriety occurrences such as attacking people, destroying hospitals, burning Coptic shops 

and churches, etc. These meanings were supported through the nomination strategies used to 

represent MB and their affiliates. In contrast, AJE framed the government/military as being 

responsible for the problem through its script structure in which the military was the actor 

carrying out an illegal practice or what was labelled as a coup, storming protest-sites, and 

escalating the situation. The Morality frame was also established through various framing 

devices found in AJE’s rhetoric, through the same morality-analysis methods, in which the 

military practice was portrayed to be destructive, deadly, and illegitimate. 

 

Section One: Linguistic Relations  

8.1. The Significance of SFL and the Integrative Approach 

 
Literature revealed that several studies were conducted to examine how Arab media 

framed the recent revolutions in the Arab world and particularly Egypt. They investigated how 

the social groups were framed in AJE and AAE using different framing approaches such as 

Entman (1993) (e.g., Yehia, 2011; and Hamdy & Gomaa, 2012) and Semetko and Valkenburg 

(2000) (e.g., Fornaciari, 2011). However, none of the above studies used SFL to examine how 

the government and the protestors were framed in their online English reporting. Analysing 

the frames of AJE and AAE linguistically through SFL helped learn more about the 

representation of events and social groups including MB and their followers, the government, 

and the military. 

 
SFL Results revealed that the material-process occurrences were the most dominant in 

AJE and AAE.  The four headlines in AAE texts contained 13 material processes mostly 

saturated with negative Security. The security issue was heightened as the key problem in the 

headlines such as “to disturb the Egypt’s peace” which suggests that the government must 

follow strict procedures to tackle the problem created by Morsi followers. Then leads came 

with more Tenacity meanings to stress the government’s determination to restore peace such 

as “all efforts will be taken to protect national security”. It also included Propriety meanings 

to moralise the government’s actions and demoralise Morsi supporters’ practices.   
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The SFL findings in AJE’s headlines included a total of 11 material processes 

overlapping with negative Propriety to evaluate the government’s actions such as “deadly 

crackdown”. Then, 10 material processes were identified in AJE leads associated with 

negative Security meanings such as “amid unrest”. The number of material processes in the 

closure, which is also a signifying syntactic element, reached its highest at 21 occurrences 

mostly associated with Tenacity meanings to stress the government’s role to tackle the 

problem. Pasha (2011) employed transitivity and appraisal to examine how MB were 

represented in the headiness of Al-Ahram newspaper. Results revealed that the material 

processes were the most dominant and that MB were negatively represented. The English 

reporting suggested the same. However, Pasha (2011) only examined headlines following the 

Idealised Reader approach (O’Halloran, 2003).  The current research examined the whole texts 

with more focus on headlines, leads and concluding paragraphs.   

Findings showed a divergence between AJE and AAE in the employment of modality 

which is also an important subsystem in Engagement. Modality reveals the writer’s own 

judgment of the meaning towards a specific subject matter. The use of modality in the fourth 

pair about the protestors’ dispersal, for instance, was revealing. Six occurrences were 

identified in AJE4, and the choice of modals revealed different types including Obligation, 

Willingness, and Probability with a subjective orientation of the journalists in four 

occurrences. The choice of modals in AAE4 was mainly about obligation (six of the eight 

occurrences of modality stated high Obligation) to heighten the government’s determination 

to tackle the problem. AJE and AAE writers used Marked themes nineteen times in the 

examined texts to draw the readers’ attention to a certain aspect of reality. For example, the 

conflict frame was identified in several occurrences such as “and in another sign of unease” 

(AJE3) and “in addition to clashes and confrontations” (AAE4) to stress the security and the 

turbulent situation in the country. Both marked-theme clauses occurred in signifying positions: 

the closure.  

In terms of the legitimation construction, AAE writers used several legitimation 

strategies to legitimise the government and military’s practices and de-legitimise the actions 

of pro-Morsi protestors. Investigating legitimation strategies helped address Entman’s probes 

about responsibility and morality. For example, MB supporters were involved into immoral 

practices such as “torching churches and Coptic shops” (AAE4). In terms of Rationalisation, 
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they were also irrational in ‘mad people’.  In contrast, AJE writers established legitimation to 

favour pro-Morsi over the government and the army. AJE de-legitimised the security forces’ 

practice in several occurrences such as “peaceful means could still have been found to end the 

confrontation” which was reported by the resigned vice president, a statement that was not 

reported by AAE. Authorisation was constructed several times by both news websites. For 

example, AAE established personal Authority to delegitimise the US’s decision to suspend 

the plane delivery in “US Obama halted the delivery” (see: Table 8.1).  

 

8.1: examples of Legitimation construction at AJE and AAE. 
 

 Ls example Found in 

AAE 

Theoretical 
Rationalisation: 
Attributive 

as the first elected civil president AAE1 

Institutional 
Authorisation 

“The International Criminal Court”, and 
“local and international laws” 

AA1 

Personal Authority Us Obama, interior Minister, PM AAE2, 3, 
and 4. 

Theoretical 
Rationalisation: 
Significative 

Egypt is a key ally AAE2 

Abstract Moral 
Evaluation 

returning to the side of Egyptian people’. AAE3 

Negative Moralisation attacking hospitals, blocking roads, killing 
people, and worse, torching churches and 

Coptic shops. 

AAE4 

Rationalisation: Potential 
Instrumentality  

Mad people AAE3 

AJE 

Theoretical 
Rationalisation: 

Attributive 

“Embodiment of the abduction of popular will 
of a whole nation” and “the legitimate 
president, our father”. 

AJE1 

Theoretical 
Rationalisation: 

Significative 

the leader of the bloody military coup, and his 
putschist group 

AJE1 

Means-oriented 

Rationalisation 

“Local and international legal measures” and 
“legal actions”. 

AJE1 

Theoretical 
Rationalisation 

Attributive 

Egypt’s devoted son:  
popular mandate 

AJE3 

Instrumental 
Rationalisation 

peaceful means could still have been found to 
end the confrontation’ 

AJE4 

Personal authority Obama, Morsi’s son, PM, Interior minister AJE1,2,3, 
and 4 

Negative Analogy “the government must not copy the 
“oppressive and exclusionary policies”, 
‘sweeping”, “storming” 

AJE3, and 
AJE4 

negative Moralisation “Crushing the camps” 
 

AJE4 
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The polarised representation was identified in several occurrences throughout the texts 

which revealed the ideological perspective of AAE and AJE towards MB, their supporters, the 

government, and the military. AAE writers suggested that the interim government and the 

military are the ‘ingroup’ in the struggle such as “returning to the side of Egyptian people” 

while MB supporters were construed as the ‘outgroup’ or ‘bad other’ such as “mad people”. 

Literature revealed that Pasha (2011) used Van Dijk’s ideological square (1998) to examine 

Al-Ahram newspaper. Results revealed that MB were represented as the ‘bad other’. 

Alhumaidi (2013) also used Van Dijk’s polarisation to analyse the Arabic online version of 

AlAhram (AAA) and Al-Jazeeera (AJA) on 2011 revolution. Findings revealed that AAA 

represented MB as the outgroup and the military as the ingroup in 2011 revolution while AJA 

was the opposite.  This suggests that the polarised representation of MB and the military in 

the different news mediums whether paper or online, English or Arabic, in both giant networks 

revealed the same conclusions (see: Table 8. 2).  

 
8.2: examples of polarised structure  

 
  Polarised 

structure 
example found 

in 
AJE 

Government 
and military Outgroup 

the leader of the bloody military coup, and his 
putschist group. 

AJE1 

the deadliest single outbreak of violence since the 
July 3 military coup. 

AJE3 

MB Ingroup  
embodiment of the abduction of popular will of a 
whole nation 

AJE1 

The legitimate president:  our father AJE1 
AAE 

Government 
and military 

Ingroup 
 
 

returning to the side of Egyptian people’. AAE3 
Egypt’s army chief’s call for protests to support 
army and police 

AAE2 

Outgroup 

attacking hospitals, blocking roads, killing 
people, and worse, torching churches and Coptic 
shops 

AAE4 

We will not allow mad people AAE3 

MB against terrorism’ 
 

AAE2 

 
 

8.1.1.  Pan and Kosicki (1993): 31 Years of Rigidity 

Since the 1990s, many scientific works that have examined linguistics in framing have 

made a considerable  contribution to the field (e.g., Neuman et al., 1992; Edelman, 1993; 

Tannen, 1993; Pan & Kosicki,1993; Price et al., 1997; Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000; Tankard, 

2001 …etc.). However, Pan and Kosicki (1993) above all, was a promising approach to 

consider especially with the shortage of empirical/theoretical frameworks that have been 
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designed to qualitatively analyse how linguistics are employed in relation to the framing of 

written media.  

The  contribution can be seen through the analytical approach followed to analyse 

AJE/AAE’s texts linguistically in a systemic and integrative way. The research was designed 

to describe, interpret, and explain how headlines, leads, and closures were used in the 

examined AJE and AAE texts to frame SRW in Egypt. Headlines, leads, and concluding 

paragraphs were not analysed separately. Rather, they were examined coherently and 

comprehensively with supporting paragraphs as one unit of analysis to reveal how syntactic, 

script, and rhetorical elements were woven all together to frame a story.  

The idea to revive the 31-year-old approach with a little modification by linguistically 

coding three structures instead of four: syntactic, rhetorical, and script in stage 2A: the 

summary tables. The integrative SFL synthesis which was also enhanced with the employment 

of Wodak and Resigil (2001) through the close linguistic analysis in stage 2A was rich and 

revealing. SFL methods were useful to identify a wide range of salient linguistic patterns 

which was the central base at the descriptive stage to understand how each agency framed the 

events. For example, there were several nominalised- process occurrences identified in the 

script in which the agent/Actor was mystified such as in the posted sign example “in addition 

to clashes at the sit-in venues, confrontations also erupted”. These nominalisations were 

among several linguistic findings which enabled the researcher to identify which type of frame 

was used. The responsibility and the conflict frames were identified in ‘clashes’, 

‘confrontation’, and several other nominalisations in the examined texts. 

Each paragraph was coded to identify the salient linguistic elements and understand 

how writers built their story linguistically. For example, the salient phrase, ‘current situation’ 

which was used to imply the lack of security, was suggested to be the underlying problem 

which delayed the delivery of US planes to Egypt in AAE2 (Appendix: 1B). This very specific 

phrase was heightened through repetition in headlines, lead, and supporting paragraphs with 

even more emphasis through using scare quotes in each occurrence to ‘Acknowledge’ the 

authorial voice. AAE’s writer described the ‘current situation’ as a national duty against 

‘terrorism’ in a scarce quote which could reflect the writer’s ideology as it also established a 

good/bad polarisation. It also heightened the employment of the Conflict, Morality, and 

Responsibility frames. 
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8.1.2 The Analysis Approach: More Rhetorical and Textual Findings 

The findings which were identified through the analytical description and prose 

interpretation encompassed most of the framing cues that were outlined by Pan and Kosicki, 

Tankard, and other framing scholars. Findings also included elements of structures of 

expectation that were proposed by Tannen. Most of the framing devices suggested by the 

prementioned framing scholars were spotted among the SFL findings of this study. These 

linguistic elements were further indicators of the existence of Morality, Responsibility, and 

Conflict frames. 

This means the analysis approach would not be only useful to identify Pan and 

Kosicki’s structures or Entman’s probe.  It could also be replicated by future researchers to 

examine, for example, Tannen’s structures of expectations, Tankard’s framing cues and 

others. Therefore, the analysis of SFL supported with other media-discourse methods were 

effective analytical tools as they enabled the researcher to uncover these signifying framing 

devices. For example, the structures of expectation and framing cues related to the textual 

meanings (coherence and cohesion) were mainly identified including additions, backtrackings, 

or repetitions.  

In terms of backtracking20, for example, AJE2 referred to an earlier military 

cooperation between Egypt and the US that was cancelled following the 2011 revolution in 

“but the 2011 manoeuvres were cancelled”. It was part of the background which was raised 

by the writer to construct Analogy (Van Leeuwen, 2008) between the military intervention in 

2013 and the military operation in 2011. This specific information was found in a salient 

position: the concluding paragraph. Additionally, the writer employed Engagement 

specifically ‘Counter’ through ‘but’, which functioned as an adjunct to invoke a contrary 

position (See Table 8.1) and to attract the reader’s attention. The expectation created by the 

Counter is called ‘causal backtracking’ in Tannen’s terms (1979, p.168). It was outlined as 

evidence of expectation which indicates “an interruption for the purpose of filling in 

background information” (ibid). The possible reason to provide this background information 

 
20 ‘Backtracking’ is suggested as a significant structure of expectation (Tannen, 1979). 
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by AJE2 could be related to their perspective against the military, and to legitimise the US 

decision in their suspension of the plane delivery through Analogy (Van Leeuwen’s). 

Among the findings, several phrases/clauses were identified which could be either a 

repetition or addition; framing cues which were suggested by Entman (1993) and others as 

significant means of salience in a text. This was important to understand how a writer framed 

a story. Tannen (1979, p. 177) suggests that addition is the “most extreme evidence of a 

speaker's expectations”. AJE1, for example, added a complete background section in the 

closure following the main story with a separate subheading entitled ‘turbulent year’. The sub-

headline in this subheading stated, “Supporters of Morsi, who was ousted after a single 

turbulent year of rule, have pressed demonstrations, holding marches and protests across the 

country since his fall.” This sentence evoked negative ‘Appreciation’ as well as ‘Downscale’ 

of Force in “single” which suggested that Morsi ruled the country for too short a time and was 

prevented by force from completing his four-year presidential term. Therefore, AJE1 

suggested that performing a military operation against him was unwise decision (negative 

Rationalisation in Van Leeuwen’s terms). What also increased the salience of the AJE1’s 

subheading was that it came as a conclusion. This was useful to understand how AJE framed 

the event using a key framing device: addition. 

These means and more were examined either directly or indirectly, intentionally, or 

unintentionally in the interpretation sections in stage-2A and 2B to address the basic principles 

of framing which is about selection, emphasis, or exclusion (e.g., Gitlin, 1980). The findings 

revealed that transitivity analysis helped to identify whether an agent was mystified through 

many nominalised processes which were coded in stage 2A. The Actors/Goals in each 

occurrence were marked in terms of recoverable, unrecoverable, or inferable such as “attacks 

on hospitals and police stations”. The descriptive and interpretive stages of analysis also 

revealed more significant rhetorical elements which were outlined by Tannen, such as modals, 

contrastive connectives…etc. (Tannen, 1979). This is also an indicator of how effective using 

SFL was to understand how AJE/AAE framed the examined events/groups syntactically and 

semantically (see table 8.3). 
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Table 8.3: Signifying devices suggested by framing analysts spotted in the analysis. 

Faming 
device 

Methods Example 

omissions 1. Pan and Kosicki’s Thematic 
Structure (1993). 

2. Entman (1993) 
3. Transitivity 

(unrecoverable/inferable 
Actors/Goals in nominalised 
processes. 

AJE4 A number of churches and Coptic 
shops were also torched (AAE4) 
 

AAE2 Violence has surged in Egypt since 
the popularly-backed military 
overthrow 

repetitions 
 

1. Pan and Kosicki’s Thematic 
Structure (1993) 

2. Entman (1993) 

AAE2 ‘Current situation’ 

backtracking 
 

1. Pan and Kosicki’s Thematic 
Structure (1993). 

2. Van Leeuwen’s negative 
Analogy 

3. Appraisal: Engagement; Counter. 

AJE2 but the 2011 manoeuvres were 
cancelled following the revolution 
that ousted President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

negatives Appraisal: Engagement: Deny 
 

AAE1 International intervention was 
rejected by Osama 

contrastive 
connectives 

Appraisal: Engagement; Counter AJE3 However, in one of the first signs of 
doubt from within the interim 
cabinet installed after the military 
takeover. 

modals Modality analysis 
 

 We will continue building our 
democratic state. 

inference 1. Pan and Kosicki’s Thematic 
Structure (1993) 

AJE2 hastening Egypt’s return to a 
democratically elected government 

moral 
judgment 

1. Van Leeuwen’s Moralisation 
2. Morality frame (Valkenburg & 
Semetko, 2000) 
3. Appraisal: Judgement; Propriety 

 return to ‘the side of Egyptian 
people’ AAE3 

additions 1. Appraisal: Engagement: 
Heterogloss 

2. Entman (1993) 

AJE1 The background section under the 
subheading: Turbulent year 

exemplars Appraisal: Judgement: Social 
Esteem: +Veracity 

 ‘Egypt’s devoted son’ 

metaphors 1. Appraisal: Judgement 
2. Wodak and Resigil (2001) 
 

AJE4 Crush/storm/sweep the protestors’ 
camp. 

AJE4 The death toll climbs to…. 
statistics Appraisal: Graduation: Quantity: 

Up/Downscale 
AJE3 The death toll… reached 72. 

 
 

8.1.3. Three-Stage Framing Approach 

The approach that was followed to build the narrative in this research involved 

inductive, deductive, and abductive logical reasoning. The researcher presented an eclectic 

approach in three filter-like stages of analysis using various framing and media-discourse 

devices, and to the best of his knowledge, no other study has conducted a similar detailed and 

integrated approach to analyse news frames linguistically and meta-linguistically. The Three-
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Stage Framing Approach (3S Framing Approach henceforth) could be a useful theoretical 

framework to replicate for future research on analysing media-discourse conflict and ideology. 

The conclusions of the obtained data in the textual, social, and discursive analyses, 

through the qualitative-inquiry research, could feed into a theoretical framework that is 

suitable to analyse frames in socio-political conflicts (see Figure 8.1). The approach could be 

employed to analyse how writers frame an event or issue with detailed textual analysis to 

understand how a story is linguistically construed and to relate their construal to context and 

other social and discursive connections.  

Frames could be realised through the linguistical analysis of news script and rhetoric. 

The researcher followed an inductive approach to explore certain structures and identify 

specific frames. According to Semetko and Valkenburg (2000, p.94), the inductive approach 

“involves analysing a news story with an open mind/viewpoint to attempt to reveal the array 

of possible frames”. Three structural elements borrowed from Pan and Kosicki (1993) were 

explored and described clause by clause, system by system, and category by category. Then, 

these structures were examined beyond the linguistic level to interpret and explain the frames 

and to relate them to context/ ideology.  

The novelty of this research lies in the depth of the technicalities used to analyse the 

selected AJE and AAE texts. It did not only try to identify certain framing devices outlined in 

the literature but was rather an investigation of every linguistic unit in these texts to enable the 

researcher to interpret these frames. A total of nine media-discourse approaches were followed 

to explore news frames. At the descriptive level, four different but integrated SFL methods 

were employed to explore texts in terms of script, syntactic, and rhetorical structure. This was 

enriched by using another tool to examine nomination strategies and the representation of 

social actors and the effect of these on script and rhetoric.  

Specific choice of SFL methods was purposeful, relevant, and congruent to identify 

these structural components. Each selected SFL feature, system, and category was used to 

serve a certain function in script, rhetoric, and syntactic structure in the examined news texts. 

For instance, Marked Themes were analysed as an effective, thematic analysis means to see 

what a writer wants the reader to see in a story. It was purposeful to understand what motivated 

the writer to use an abnormal shift in focus in the syntactic structure to enhance the salience 
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of a particular element of reality. Engagement is another example that was used to identify the 

writer’s use of several rhetorical subsystems, such as scare quotes to heighten certain 

meanings, as was outlined as a significant framing device in the literature. Other appraisal 

systems such as Judgement functioned together with Graduation to intensify certain meanings 

such as the lack of security. For example, “death toll climbs to 512,” in which “death toll” was 

used metaphorically as an ‘Actor’: here both script and rhetoric worked to increase the salience 

of that aspect of reality and was enhanced through the employment of metaphor, which was 

also outlined as another significant framing device. 

             Then, three more methods were followed to interpret the writer’s covert meanings 

through three media-discourse tools to explore conflict, responsibility, moralisation, 

rationalisation, and other ithematic meanings. Entman’s (1993) four questions, Van 

Leeuwen’s (2007) four strategies, and Semetko and Valkenburg’s (2000) coding scheme were 

utilised together to allocate the existence of specific frames such as the conflict, morality, and 

responsibility frames. These three methods form an integrated, tight, and solid approach to 

identify the covert messages and provide analytical interpretation for the linguistic features 

identified through the analysis of script, syntactic, and rhetorical structures in stage 1 and stage 

2A to construe the specific competing social actors and events.  

 

Figure 8.1: (Eclectic) 3S Framing Approach in Media Discourse 

 

Three-Stage Framing 
Approach

Descriptive
(Pan & Kosicki's structures)

1.Script

Transitivity

e.g., 
Halliday 
(1994, 
2004)

2. Rhetoric

Appraisal 
and 

Modality

e.g., Martin & 
White (2005) & 

Halliday & 
Matthiessen 

(2004)

3. Syntactic

Thematic 
Analysis

e.g., Halliday 
(1994)

Social- Actor 
Representation

e.g., Wodak & 
Resigil (2001)

Interpretive

Entman 
(1993)

Van 
Leeuwen 

(2007)

Semetko & 
Valkenburg 

(2000)

Conflict frame

Responsibility 
frame

Morality frame

Explanatory

Context & 
Ideology

Fairclough (1995) 
& Van Dijk (2013)
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The research drew on a deductive approach by predefining the specific frames 

introduced by Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) who identified five news frames which, 

according to them, can be one way to analyse media-discourse frames. They suggested that “a 

deductive approach involves predefining certain frames as content analytic variables to verify 

the extent to which these frames occur in the news” (ibid, p.94). Results revealed that three 

specific frames were used by both online media outlets to report the four events. These frames 

were mostly associated with conflict, responsibility, and moralisation. The conflict frame and 

responsibility frame were found to be the most widely discussed in the news (Semetko & 

Valkenburg, 2000, p.95). This was congruent with Entman (1993) who foregrounded the 

significance of these frames through his four-categorical scheme.  

The conflict and responsibility frame addressed the first and second questions: what is 

the problem and who is responsible for it? The third most popular frame was the Morality 

frame which was also found to be the most widely used in news media. This specific frame 

was suggested to be   more common in the readers’ minds than in the content of the story 

(Neuman et al., 1992, p.75). Therefore, the researcher used three interpretive methods to 

analyse and validate Morality frame such as Judgement in Appraisal, Van Leeuwen’s (2007) 

Moralisation in LSs and specifically the three subcategories; Evaluation, Analogy, and 

Abstraction. Finally, Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) was used to also validate the 

interpretive findings to address Entman’s (1993) third question about who was morally 

evaluated in these events, but from a different angle. The Morality frame, according to them, 

is concerned with moral messages, religious tenets, social prescriptions, and behaviours. 

Fairclough’s three-dimensional modal was employed to explicate these findings and 

interpretations and related them to context and other universal connections to explain 

ideology. 

  Every single tool was used for a purpose, and that purpose was accomplished. For 

example, “the minister: we will not allow ‘mad people’ to disturb the peace in Egypt,” a 

sentence that was reported as a headline on the AAE website: this sentence was saturated with 

rhetorical meanings. It appraised the protestors negatively in terms of Normality and 

Propriety. The writer’s voice was also present to acknowledge the author’s appraisal of 

protestors’ abnormality using a scare quote to stress that meaning. The salience of these 

evaluations was further enhanced through the employment of nomination strategies, the 
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modality choice, and through the construction of Authority to legitimse the practice. All 

together indicated the existing of morality, conflict, and responsibility frames to address the 

key research question in the thesis.  

The following section discusses different journalistic matters. It refers to the 

ideological war between MB and the military institution/interim government over the 

definition of what happened in 2013. It also returns to what Arab media analysts have 

suggested about AJE and AAE and how they have classified them, and which classification 

could be more realistic and convincing based on the research results.  

 

Section Two: Journalistic Practices 
 
 

8.2. Divergence of Labelling Events 

In the introduction, the research referred to the conflict between various social groups 

in Egypt over the definition of several key events in the modern era of Egypt. In such a massive 

and populated country with such a diverse society, there has been ongoing domestic struggle 

over power between conservatives against liberals, seculars and traditionalists, and the 

military institution against some political groups and particularly MB. The party that rose to 

power in 2012 was Islamic oriented which created struggles with secular and other socio-

political groups. 30JR erupted because people suffered from poverty, social injustice…etc. 

(Fuchang Yang, 2013). Those who controlled the media had the means to define what 

happened from their own ideological outlook through the media institutions they control or 

have access to, whether MB or the military/interim government. However, SRW was not only 

about poverty and social injustice, but was also an ideological war to marginalise/mitigate 

social groups, which was concluded through the integrative structural analysis including 

labelling.  

AAE and AJE used the conflict, Responsibility, and Morality frames to support one 

camp against the other. In terms of AAE, it used the Us/Them dichotomy to mitigate the 

military operation in several occurrences. For instance, the social- actor representations 

employed to refer to the military and the interim government included ‘nationym’ to show 

solidarity and affiliation with Egyptian people or ‘political professionalism’ and 

‘organistionalismym’ to legitimise and authorise the military/government procedures and 
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decisions. It also established personal Authorisation to legitimate their actions and sometimes 

‘Circumstance: Role’ was identified several times to enhance the government/military’s 

authority such as ‘as a government’ and ‘as a state’ both in Marked themes in AAE4 

(Appendix 1D). On the other hand, AAE marginalised the MB government and their affiliates 

in multiple occurrences. MB supporters were referred to in terms of their bad actions 

‘actionym’ in a nominalised process such as ‘attacks on hospitals’ or in active-voice clauses 

such as ‘burning,’ ‘abusing,’ ‘attacking people,’ and ‘blocking roads’. They were also 

nominated in terms of their irrational attitude ‘Xenonym’ and ‘Anthroponom’ denoting mental 

deficiency metaphorically in Reisigl and Wodak’s (2001) terms such as ‘spiteful, mad people’ 

in AAE3.  

The military procedure to remove Morsi from power was construed and labelled 

differently. AAE writers defined what happened as a necessary operation and a part of the 

revolution against theocracy. For example, AAE3 described the military action as a national 

duty to respond to Egyptians’ demands on 30JR in “the ministry of the interior insists on 

responding to the call of Egyptians”. The army’s practice was morally evaluated and the ‘good 

us’ representation was spotted in several occurrences such as “fight terrorism” or police’s 

crackdown ‘against violence and terrorism’. MB supporters were construed as the ‘bad other’ 

in ‘terrorism’, an ‘actionym’ terminology that was frequently used to nominate MB supporters 

who were placed as Goal most frequently in nominalised processes to suggest they are 

responsible for the chaos and the police was the actor to bring peace.  

AJE writers framed the military intervention as a ‘coup d’etat’; a terminology that was 

identified on several occasions in salient syntactic positions and often saturated with other 

rhetorical meanings to increase salience such as “bloody coup” and “destructive coup”. In 

AJE1, the military leader was nominated by ‘full personal name’, ‘actionym’, 

‘organisationym’, and ‘collectives’ in “Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the leader of the bloody military 

coup, and his putschist group “to heighten personal and organisational responsibility for what 

happened. AJE suggested that the ‘coup’ was the real reason for the problem. For example, 

the coup was represented as the main cause that delayed the US plane delivery in, “military 

aid to a country that underwent a coup d’etat must be suspended” in AJE2. AAE writers did 

not agree with that labelling using scare quotes to ‘Distance’ from what was reported by 

Morsi’s family who labelled the military intervention as a coup. 



  
 

 
 
 

257 

AJE construed MB and their supporters as ‘good us’ throughout the examined texts. 

For example, one of the occurrences in AJE1 (Appendix 1A) was saturated with appraisal 

including positive ‘Tenacity’, ‘Capacity’, Upscale Graduation in “the family would take all 

legal actions to end his detention,” with Family nominated in ‘collectives’ terms to heighten 

personal feelings and emphasise +Tenacity. AJE represented the military and interim 

government as the ‘bad other’ on several occasions. They were associated with negative 

‘Propriety’ meanings such as ‘kidnapping’ in AJE2, which was heightened in a scare quote to 

‘Acknowledge’ Morsi son’s speech and in a signifying syntactic position: the lead.  

AJE and AAE were divergent in their construal in terms of which group’s action was 

considered ‘popular’ and supported by Egyptians and therefore, they used the term, ‘popular’ 

differently. AJE1 represented the military detention as one- side action against the will of the 

Egyptian people. The detention was described as an “embodiment of the abduction of the   

popular will of a whole nation,” establishing Us/Them representation assuming that MB and 

their supporters are positioned together with the Egyptian people against the military. This 

specific piece of the son’s statement was not found in AAE1. In contrast, AAE2 portrayed the 

overthrowing of Morsi as a ‘popularly backed’ action in response to the call of the Egyptian 

people. 

The following section will discuss the results considering the reviewed literature and 

the debate on the categorisation of both networks as either Independent or state-run media, 

and whether they were ideology driven.  The section will discuss the limits of freedom each 

media outlet allows in their news products. I will specifically focus here on AJE, which was 

suggested to have more freedom and less biased journalistic practices, leading several 

researchers classifying it as an independent type of media (e.g., Barkho, 2008).  

 

8.3.  Al-Jazeera: an Independent Type of Media? 

         Understanding the type of Arab media whether independent or loyalist, pro-change or 

anti-change category of media could help gain some insight about the agency’s ideological 

perspective in the region which helped to address the secondary question of the thesis. Results 

revealed that the Al-Jazeera network could be classified solely government-owned media 

through its textual, social, and discursive practices, especially during AS, which makes it fall 

into the same typology as Al-Ahram. The findings in the examined pairs revealed that AJE 
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employed the Conflict, Morality, and Responsibility frames to report its news products in a 

particular way, presenting aspects of reality and disregarding other elements of reality to serve 

its own interest.  

 AAE4 accused the MB supporters of burning Coptic shops and destroying churches. 

This specific immoral practice was not mentioned in the AJE’s coverage for the same event 

although it was reported in several agencies as well as human-rights organisations such as 

HRW 21. AJE framed the military intervention, or what it labelled a “coup”, to be the primary 

reason for the worsening of the situation in Egypt, the halting of the delivery of US planes, 

and destroying democracy. However, it did not refer to 30JR that lasted for three continuous 

days on the streets, demanding that the religion- based party step down from office, and it 

neglected it as a key reason for 03JMI. It referred to the revolution against Mubarak in 2011 

in the background to one of its articles (AJE2) to relate it to the delay in delivering the planes 

but mentioned nothing about SRW that ended in 03JMI. It also framed the dispersal event 

from one angle to hold the military solely responsible for the deadly crackdown, and although 

it could have been achieved by more peaceful means, from the state perspective, it had to 

restore security after 41 days of disorder. Security was a priority over democracy in that critical 

situation to avoid the collapse of the country’s infrastructure. 

Can Al-Jazeera be categorised as a transitional or independent media system, or is it a 

government-owned, state-run media? Barkho (2008) and Mellor (2005) suggest that Al-

Jazeera is an independent type of media, a claim that is supported by several other researchers 

such as Pintak (2006) who argues that it is a pro-change type of media despite being funded 

by the Qatari government. Mellor (2005) suggests that being funded by the government does 

not mean it is editorially controlled by the government. The ownership does not necessarily 

mean it is manipulated for the government’s own interest.  

The role the network played during both revolutionary waves in 2011 and 2013 casts 

uncertainty about its regional agenda and expansionist aspirations. The network was accused 

of being biased and breaching its journalistic priorities especially when it comes to Egypt. 

This role was more controversial when it was covering SRW in Egypt. Their media coverage 

of AS and SRW was reported to be manipulated in a way that affected its credibility. 

 
21 See:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/08/21/egypt-mass-attacks-churches 
 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/08/21/egypt-mass-attacks-churches
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According to Shaban (2013), twenty-two members withdrew from the network because of 

what they described as biased coverage of the events in Egypt. July 2013 marked the largest 

resignations from the network’s bureau in Egypt22. The network was portrayed to become a 

propaganda broadcaster (NPR, 2013). It was accused of working in favour of MB and similar 

radical Islamist elements that formed extremist groups and created chaos and destruction in 

several AS countries such as Iraq and Syria. 

The social and discursive practices of AJE also confirm Rugh’s (2004) classification. 

In one surprising move, the examined AJE articles had been deleted from its website archived 

for several months in 2021. This seemed to happen after the Qatari dispute with the Gulf 

countries and Egypt was settled. A new treaty was signed to end the Qatari crisis that started 

in 2017 when Egypt, Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Bahrain boycotted Qatar. One of the reasons 

was related to Aljazeera’s negative tone on the region that inflamed a tense situation and 

deepened the conflict in the AS countries, especially Egypt. The omission could be another 

indicator of the government’s influence on the news content and the restricted freedom it 

enjoys. It also suggests AJE’s coverage of the events in Egypt might be biased and therefore 

why these reports must be deleted from their archive23. This casts doubts about the previous 

typologies of Al-Jazeera as an independent type of Arab media system. Further increasing 

these doubts is internal communication released from the American Department of State in 

2010 stating that the network’s coverage is manipulated by the government for political 

purposes (Wardrop, 2010). Hence, it is not only the ownership which makes it a loyalist form 

of media, but also Fairclough’s three-dimensional practices that validate Rugh’s (2004) 

categorisation of the network. 

It has not reported or discussed some key controversial issues that have previously 

occurred in Qatar, such as the elevation of Emir Hamad bin Khalifa who ousted his father 

from office and announced himself as the new Emir in 1996 which was labelled by other Arab 

media counterparts as a coup d’état. Graaf (2005) confirmed that the network did not dare to 

try to criticise the Qatari government or Emirs in Qatar (Graaf, 2005, p.15), which was 

confirmed by Fromherz (2012) who suggests that the Qatari government’s practices are not 

 
22 Reminder: three of four examined pairs were published in July, 2013. 
23 However, the deleted stories could have been accessed later, which suggests that the coast was clear to 
republish these archived data after several months of signing the treaty. I suspect that the deletion was related to 
technical issues because these webpages had not been available for a long time.  
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open to criticism (p.28). Therefore, Rugh (2004)’s typology of the Arab media system, which 

suggests that Al-Jazeera is a ‘loyalist’ type of media, seems more accurate. This reflects the 

network’s ideological perspective towards the political struggle in the region which labelled 

what happened in Egypt as a coup (in several examined texts) but it is nothing but a power 

transition in Qatar. 

The network acted as pro-change media in 2011 revolution and supported people 

against government (e.g., Yehia, 2011). Alternatively, it behaved as anti-change media when 

it construed SRW. The results revealed that AJE favoured people over the ousted regime in 

the former, and the ousted regime over people in the latter. In other words, there was a 

divergence in its ingroup/outgroup polarisation between 2011 and 2013 revolutions. AJE 

supported MB as protestors and as a government as well.  I agree with Graaf (2005) and 

Fromherz’s (2012) arguments about the popular network’s limited and biased freedom. 

Therefore, it can be regarded as state-run or ‘loyalist’ type of media in Rugh (2004)’s terms. 

Although it gives “voice to the voiceless” as stated in its website motto, what is reported is 

still framed in a particular way. Through its framed rhetoric, AJE apparently seeks to change 

the reader’s perception towards a particular event by cherry-picking and focussing especially 

on certain aspects of the news, rather than covering all aspects of reality; and by so doing, it 

seems to serve its expansionist agenda without affecting its claimed credibility.  

 

8.4.   Al-Ahram; a State-run Media? 
 

            The results of four examined AAE articles revealed that they framed the events from 

a particular perspective that parroted the government’s position towards the conflict in the 

period under question. For example, the US suspension of jet planes was attributed to the 

current situation. The military intervention was not mentioned as a factor that might cause the 

delay. That perspective was different than AJE which related the halt of the delivery of planes 

to 03MI that was labelled as a ‘coup d’état’.  The voice of AAE writers was present in all 

texts. Heteroglossia was identified through several framing devices such as headlines, leads, 

and concluding paragraphs.  

             Moreover, the writer’s voice was present in several signifying framing elements such 

as metaphor and scare quotes. This was identified in several occurrences for different 
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Engagement subsystems i.e., Distancing or Acknowledging. For example, it is seen in the 

speech which was delivered by the PM responding to the turbulent situation and chaos in 

Cairo. In the AAE article, the headline reported what the PM said “We will not allow mad 

people to disturb the peace of Egypt.” This sentence was saturated with appraisal and 

nomination strategies.  

           In terms of Judgment, the MB protestors were represented as “Mad people” which was 

coded as inscribed negative Normality. This meaning was enhanced by Reisigi and Wodak’s 

Representation of Social Actors. The opponents here were referred to in terms of Xenonym 

and anthroponom denoting mental deficiency metaphorically. The scare quote seemed to be 

an interference from the AAE writer to increase the salience of that particular meaning. In the 

same text, the writer also used another scare quote to Acknowledge the governmental voice in 

“return to the ‘side of Egyptian people’, “and “against terrorism” and the latter was spotted 

twice in scare quotes. I think both scare quotes work in the same direction to marginalise 

opponents. Hart (2014) suggested that taking a certain perspective or viewpoint in presenting 

a situation can be an indicator of “taking sides”. Similar examples were identified in other 

examined news stories.  

Like AJE, the AAE writers used the Morality frame, Conflict frame, and 

Responsibility frame to construe the events and the participants in the event, the military, and 

the interim government versus the supporters of the ousted MB President. Therefore, the 

researcher agrees with Peterson (2011) and Cooper (2008) and other scholars who classify it 

as government controlled. In contrast, the researcher disagrees with Rugh (2004)’s taxonomy 

that suggests the Al-Ahram’s network to be a transitional-type of media. However, the role 

AAE played could be justifiable in such a critical time in Egypt to bring security, prevent state 

collapse, and reduce the potential for more tragic widescale chaos across the country.  Both 

“government-controlled’ media outlets framed these events to serve their own ideological 

perspectives. However, it should be considered that AAE was dealing with an interior 

Egyptian issue reporting events from Cairo where these clashes occurred, while the Qatar-

owned network was reporting events taking place beyond its geographical borders. 

           This section of chapter eight discussed how the thesis contributed to other linguistically 

oriented studies of framing. It referred to other scholars who have contributed to the field such 

as Tannen (1979,1993) and discussed the theoretical and empirical gap the thesis tried to fill 
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in the methodology. It proposed the 3S Framing approach to address this particular issue. The 

discussion referred to the scholarly debate on the classification of Arab media. The findings 

of the current research suggested that both AJE and AAE can be categorised as a state-run or 

government-owned type of media. 

The following sections will shed light on the competition over power by different groups. 

It will explain the wider sociopolitical and cultural context. It will discuss how both AJE and 

AAE have employed the Morality frame and Responsibility frame differently when they used 

the term, ‘democracy’. It will also introduce implications for future research and how this 

scientific work could be expanded to explore other linguistic, social, and discursive practices.   

 

Section Three: Social Relations 
 
         

     Introduction  

          The Introduction chapter discussed the 19th and 20th century revolutions in Egypt which 

were mainly counterhegemonic and displayed resistance against foreign powers. However, 

the emergence of popular protest movements in 2011 and 2013 brought different perspectives 

into play. They can be seen as a form of domestic struggle and resistance against poverty, 

corruption, and autocracy under the slogan “bread, freedom, and social justice” (Mittermaier, 

2014). People were desperate for a change that would meet their life needs, eliminate poverty, 

and combat corruption. It was an Egyptian-Egyptian conflict with people demanding social 

and economic reforms. It was also an Arab-Arab crisis and the purpose of targeting an English-

speaking audience in that context was not attributed to western hegemony, as revealed in the 

literature (e.g., Barkho, 2008; De Graaf, 2008; Dimitrova & Connolly-Ahern, 2007). It was a 

way to monopolise power and control the masses by gaining overseas acceptance. 

       The examined texts did not reveal any clear counter-hegemonic attitude in the coverage 

of the recent revolutions by AJE and AAE. Morsi supporters and the interim government tried 

to negatively stigmatise each other and hold it responsible for the situation.  There was an 

exception to this, when AAE held Obama responsible for halting the delivery of planes to 

Egypt, and even in this case responsibility was held by Obama in person or by US democrats. 

In contrast, there seemed to be an attempt, rather, to attract foreign powers to intervene in 

favour of one camp over the other in the conflict, such as human rights organisations and the 
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broader world community. This is identified specifically through the Authorisation and 

Rationalisation strategies employed in some examined texts. For instance, although Morsi’s 

son in both reports rejected foreign interference in Egyptian affairs, some foreign entities, such 

as the International Criminal Law body and the UN, were coded as personal Authority and 

Means-Oriented strategy used in his reported statement to delegitimise the military’s practice 

and to evoke positive ‘Capacity’, leaving the door ajar for potential overseas attempts to 

intervene. In other words, Morsi’s son referred to these international organisations as possible 

options, or cards on the table that could be used to change the rules of the game. 

 

8.5. The Concept of Democracy in the Arab Mindset 

                   People who protested in 2011 and 2013 were desperately looking forward to a new 

political system that brought social justice, respect for cultural diversity, and enhanced 

equality. In other words, they were calling for a democratic government which also calls into 

question the concept of ‘democracy’ and whether it is compatible with the cultural and 

religious background in the Arab countries and Egypt in particular. According to Fairclough 

(1992), different groups compete over what is to be taken as the correct, appropriate, or 

preferred form of political representation. The term ‘democracy’ was used several times by 

Arab media in AS; it was spotted in six occurrences in the examined texts. For instance, the 

03JMI was construed by the Egyptian PM as a practice to “restore democracy,” (AJE4) or 

“build our democratic, civilian state” (AJE4) which implied that MB government was not 

civilian. On the other hand, the Morsi family represented 03JMI as a “crime against 

democracy” (AAE1) or anti-democratic action and suggesting “hastening Egypt’s return to a 

democratically elected government” (AJE2); claims that were rejected by AAE writer through 

Engagement (scare quotes). But what does this concept mean exactly to each conflicting camp, 

and the ‘Islamic’ MB followers in particular?  

                According to Pasha (2011), MB has the right, like any other party, to run for 

presidency and compete over democracy’s ‘power of majority’. This practice contradicts the 

basic principle of Islam on who should rule, which is simply not the masses, but the most 

competent. Many Muslim scholars believe that democracy and Islam are contradictory on 

theological grounds because “the sovereignty of the people in a democracy contradicted the 
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fundamental principle” of the absolute sovereignty of God in Islam (Voll (2007, p.172). 

However, Morsi’ son suggested that the party gains acceptance among the Egyptian 

population, and the military intervention is against the “popular will of a whole nation” 

(AJE1). Does this align with the Islamic agenda of the MB party? 

        There has long been debate over the Islamic vision of democracy, and whether Islam is 

more of an authoritarian political system. This calls into question whether democracy, from a 

western viewpoint, is a convenient political practice to follow in a non-Western society. 

“Many in the West believe that democracy is a distinctively and exclusively Western 

phenomenon with specific requirements,” and therefore “non-Western societies that 

democratise should follow Western patterns and models24”. (Voll, 2007). More specifically, 

can Western experience of democracy be relevant to Muslims, taking into consideration the 

dissimilarities in terms of cultural and religious values? It is important to be aware of the limits 

between democracy and modernisation from a Western perspective and the social and political 

boundaries in an Islamic society. According to Pasha (2011, p.222) Islam is “inherently 

incompatible with democracy” in its modern form because freedom in Islam is restricted to 

the Islamic laws and therefore it is not an absolute freedom. “Major obstacles to 

democratisation in the Muslim world involve less ‘Islam’ than ‘modernisation,” and this 

means western “modernisation may have been a major barrier to democratisation” (Ibid, p. 

171) in the Muslim world.  

AAE seems to be aware of these restrictions in freedom and cultural divergence in the 

core understanding of democracy. AAE implies that the MB’s democracy is not compatible 

with the West’s understanding of democracy, and that the rise of an Islamic state in Egypt 

could cause moral concerns. According to AAE4 (Appendix A4), Egypt is hoping to “bring 

about a state that is neither religious…” because a religious state may represent a threat to 

non-Muslim Egyptians such as Copts and Jews, contrary to what democracy calls for. AAE4 

recalls the violent attack on churches and Coptic shops when MB supporters were appraised 

in negative Propriety’s terms. The Egypt’s PM states that “we will build our democratic, 

civilian state,” a statement that entails positive connotations, i.e., ‘Tenacity’, ‘Balance’, and. 

 
24 This cultural divergence was raised by AAE4 in “bring about a state that is neither religious” which could 
be attributed to the writer’s awareness of the overlapping values between Islam and democracy. 
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‘Propriety,’ which is also enhanced by the choice of the modal, ‘will’ and the ‘Collective’ 

nomination of ‘we’. All evaluative meanings stress the government’s determination and 

morals to establish a civilian state and eventually achieve democracy. This addresses the 

research question on how AAE writers construe MB and the interim government. 

             Some may wonder whether MB used democracy as a means to seize power and engage 

deeply in political life, yet with the hidden agenda of reviving an expansionist Caliphate. 

According to opposition to Morsi, democracy is not only about ballot box, but a more inclusive 

lifestyle. People’s concerns started to grow when Morsi appointed close allies in the 

government.  

“Morsi almost had differences with all departments: the judiciary, the 
Muslim elders, the Christianity, the armed forces, the police and the 
intelligence agencies, while handing more power to the Muslim 
brotherhood and Islamists.” (Guardian, 2013: July 6 in Fuchang Yang, 
2013). 

Morsi called for a referendum over a new constitution in November 2012 that was seen by 

opponents as controversial and a step toward autocracy. They believed that: 

“Morsi awarded himself sweeping powers to ram through a deeply 
controversial new constitution… [that] was felt to be ambiguous about free 
speech, women’s rights, and minorities, while paving the way for an Islamic 
imperial state” (Guardian, April 2013).  

According to AAE4, the Egyptian PM stressed that it was necessary to draft another 

“constitution that would bring about a state that was neither religious nor military-based”, 

implying that the MB’s constitution was religiously based. This statement made an implicit 

comparison between the MB’s constitution -appraised to be evoked negative Balance and 

negative Propriety- and the proposed constitution by the new government. It established 

Analogy in Van Leeuwen’s terms to de-legitimise the 2012 constitution. 

Section Four: Conclusion 

8.6. SRW: the Story 
 

            The present research examined how AJE and AAE framed SRW in Egypt and whether 

their reporting was driven by ideology. The researcher used an eclectic approach to examine 

the frames of four specific major events which occurred after 03MI. The specific timeframe 
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was chosen because it formed a swift shift in the ruling system and another significant huge 

wave after one year of MB government in power. It focused on Arab media discourse, media 

conflict, and ideology and linked that to the socio-political context with part of that context 

being the Qatari-Egyptian conflict in media discourse. This research also discussed media-

discourse analysts’ categorisation of media in the Arab world, and here the focus targeted AJE 

and AAE. This research examined domestic struggle over power through targeting an 

international audience.  

         This research has revealed another dimension of ideology in Arab-media discourse: the 

English version of two distinctive local media outlets. It was unique to examine how these 

local events were reported targeting a foreign audience that was not involved in the domestic 

struggle. The researcher used several integrated tools in Applied Linguistics including 

Communication studies, Media Discourse, and Journalism to conduct a deep comparative- 

discourse analysis between the two conflicting media agencies. The task was challenging, and 

the analytical process was too dense to allow the researcher to unpack and analyse every single 

linguistic unit; however, I believe it was eventually fruitful and contributes to the area of study.  

          In chapter one, the researcher presented a historical background review of the recent 

conflict in the Arab world and specifically AS in Egypt. It described the struggle over power 

in Egypt in the last two decades and the ideological perspectives of the competing groups. It 

shed light on what might be labelled as a second revolutionary wave in Egypt. It described the 

main reasons for the conflict and the worsening situation at that stage as reported in Arab 

media and particularly AJE and AAE.  

          The second chapter presented a review of the literature. It explored what scholars stated 

about discourse, ideology, and heteroglossia (e.g., Van Dijk, 2013; Bakhtin, 1981…etc.). It 

also reviewed some approaches followed to examine media discourse with more emphasis on 

framing and its various applications. It also discussed language metafunctions, language 

stratification, and SFL (e.g., Halliday, 2014). 

         Chapter three reviewed several recent studies that were conducted to examine Arab 

media discourse on recent Arab revolutions. The review revealed that local Arab outlets 

showed anti-hegemonic attitudes towards western media, so the conflict was Arab-western 

based, and resistant towards the foreign media. Several studies revealed another form of 

conflict between these local media agencies when reporting AS and other domestic struggles, 
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but their discourse targeted an Arab audience. Chapter three also explored the different 

typology of the Arab media and specifically the characteristics of online news products for 

pro-change Arab media versus anti-change Arab media. The researcher targeted his research 

on AJE and AAE with justification for the choice. The last section presented the research gap 

and questions. 

          The fourth chapter introduced the research design, research problem and objectives. The 

chapter also presented the data-sampling procedure and the specific approaches that were 

selected to investigate the data and the three descriptive, interpretive, and explanatory stages 

of analysis.  

          Chapters five and six conducted an analysis consisting of three filter-like stages to 

examine the eight AJE/AAE stories. The four selected pairs reported the same events, and 

they were analysed chronologically, two pairs in each chapter. The first stage of analysis was 

moved to the appendices. It included the SFL coding. The second stage was a synthesis of the 

retrieved SFL data in stage one using Pan and Kosicki’s table of structural elements. Then, the 

data was interpreted and explained. Chapter seven presented the overall results suggesting that 

both media websites used morality, responsibility, and conflict frames to represent the social 

groups and events. 

 
The qualitative-inquiry research was designed to describe the characteristics of SRW, 

as a significant timespan to explore, in the Egyptian history. The current study examined the 

influential role online media and specifically AJE and AAE played when reporting their news 

to an English audience. MB was an effective political group that was deeply engaged into the 

Egyptian society. The controversial organisation has been involved into several struggles with 

the preceding Egyptian governments in the recent decades. The conflict was at its peak 

between the military and Egyptians with MB that rose to power and ruled Egypt for one year 

which was described to be a turbulent one in a separate heading at AJE1.  

The research successfully used an eclectic approach of several methods to 

linguistically code the written discourse at two giant news platforms: AJE and AAE. The 

described written discourse was interpreted through various media-discourse methods to 

understand what the problem was and who was responsible for it. The interpretative tools also 

revealed who was morally evaluated and by doing so the thesis managed to address the 
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questions proposed by Entman (1993). i.e., what the problem is, who is responsible for it, who 

is morally evaluated, and the solution suggested for the problem. The descriptive and 

interpretive stages were related to context to explain what happened and why it happened. The 

researcher employed Fairclough Three-Dimensional model and Van Dijk’s Ideological Square 

to explain ideology and the polarised structure used by both media outlets, which divided MB 

and the military into a good group and a bad one.    

Results revealed that AJE and AAE framed the four events differently. The findings 

suggested that they used the Morality, Responsibility, and Conflict frames to construe the 

fighting camps. AJE favoured MB over the military and the latter was held responsible for the 

problem. AAE’s findings suggested the total opposite. Both online agencies defined and 

perceived democracy from their own perspectives. AJE constructed legitimation for MB’s 

practices and de-legitimised the military’s, which was claimed to be responsible for several 

illegal actions including detaining the former President and dispersing the protestors. In 

contrast, AAE established legitimation for the military and the interim government’s practices 

to restore democracy and bring peace.  

Pan and Kosicki (1993)’s framework was a solid base to understand how AJE and 

AAE framed the events. That was supplemented with SFL to learn how MB and the military 

were represented linguistically. The research objectives about who was responsible for the 

problem and who was morally evaluated were addressed through Semetko and Valkenburg 

(2000) and other media-discourse methods. The three-stage analysis the researcher proposed 

was an effective approach to code the data linguistically. The analysis covered the different 

language metafunctions through the SFL analysis integrated with other methods. The 

approach was a means to analyse the experiential, interpersonal, and textual meanings of each 

news story. The three structural elements’ table helped explore the examined texts 

syntactically and semantically. The approach developed to analyse the data addressed the 

fourth objective of the dissertation. This contributes to the previous works which heightened 

the significance of linguistic analysis to examine written frames. 
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8.7.  Limitations and Suggestion for Future Research 

                The analysis in the current research can be expanded and supplemented by three 

factors.  It did not explore the legitimation construction of MB’s narrative which could be 

examined through Van Leeuwen (2007)’s ‘Mythopoesis strategy’. According to Van Leeuwen 

(2007, p. 106), Mythopoesis is “legitimation conveyed through narratives” – fictional stories 

or moral tales usually from history that are equipped with jargon and emotionally loaded words 

that target people’s feelings to legitimise a certain practice. 

              The Discourse- Historical Approach (DHA) is a significant method by which to 

understand the context which led to the conflict and the underlying ideologies. CDA discovers 

“discourses by deciphering ideologies” (Weiss and Wodak, 2003, p.14), but this can be further 

achieved through understanding the historical context. The historical background is an 

additional aspect that is worthy of examination through the DHA introduced by Reisigl and 

Wodak (2008). This method is a refinement of CDA, to further explore the discursive 

construction of national identity and the construction of in-groups and out-groups, which can 

offer deep insight when investigating conflict discourse and elite-minority struggles. Wodak 

(2011, p.628) suggests that:  

“the DHA enables the systematic, explicit and transparent analysis of the 
historical dimension of discursive practices by exploring the ways in which 
particular genres of discourse are subject to change over time, and also by 
integrating social theories to explain context”. Therefore, DHA analysis 
includes “the integration of past experience, present events and future 
visions” (Wodak, 2009, p. 11). 

The discursive strategies in DHA, such as Prediction or Argumentation (Reisigl, 2017, p.52), 

could be a possible means to explore MB’s systemic ways of using language and covert 

ideologies but with a different corpus. For example, the discursive construction of MB’s 

discourse can be achieved through the analysis of their own original publications to see 

whether religion’s element was employed discursively in their discourse.  

MB harboured some kind of hidden extreme agenda because of the party’s loyalty to 

its own creed first and foremost. The party was described as a ‘secret apparatus’ (Farahat, 

2022) that had a vision to re-establish a World Islamic Caliphate (MSB, 2017, p.15), which is 

documented in their literature. The rule of a party of religious background and their ambition 
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to widen acceptance of their own narrow understanding of Islam and export it to the whole 

nation (Kingsley, 2013) could be an interesting issue to research.  

            Goffman (1974, p.64) argues that media producers select certain elements of an event 

and make them salient. Entman (1993, p. 56) confirms, stating that “to frame is to select some 

aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient”. The selection of photos and 

captions in the examined texts was revealing. They were very significant to investigate to 

understand and validate the researcher’s findings about how these events were framed. Visual 

images and captions were outlined as effective framing devices that play a significant role in 

unveiling the writer’s attitude, which can be uncovered through their stylistic choices that are 

related “to their intended effects” (Pan and Kosicki, 1993, p.61), and which suggest the 

existence of an underlying frame (e.g., Neuman et al., 1992; Tankard, 2001; Nelson et al., 

1997; and Pan and Kosicki, 1993). Due to the word-count restriction in this thesis, photos and 

captions were not analysed.   

              There were several visual cues such as photos, captions, statistics, pull quotes, and 

charts that were proposed by Tankard (2001) and others as salient framing strategies, which 

were outside the scope of this research. Some of these apparently did not even exist such as 

pull quotes and charts which could be attributed to the genre of this type of writing. However, 

some photos and captions were identified and referred to briefly as signifying framing cues. 

For instance, some photos and captions which were footnoted in the interpretation section such 

as the photos and captions of AJE4 and AAE2, were very important and briefly referred to. 

The photo and caption in AAE2 (Obama’s photo) increased the salient meaning which held 

Obama responsible for the delay of plane-shipment to enhance/strengthen what the textual 

findings suggested.   

               Similarly, in AJE4 when it posted a photo of the former president on the ground with 

stains of blood on it as a hint to hold the army responsible for what happened; a meaning that 

was heightened in the structural findings of AJE4.  Kress and Van Leeuwen’s (2001) 

Multimodality could be a significant method to employ to further discover the other 

unrevealed dimensions of how writers frame the story. Kress and Van Leeuwen (Ibid) suggest 

that images/photos, like words, have grammar structures and are very rich in meaning. Its role 

in analysing meaning cannot be downplayed. According to them, Multimodality refers to “the 
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interplay between different representational modes”, and one of these modes is that … for 

instance, between images and written/spoken word” (Ibid, p. 20). 

          Finally, the present scientific work examined specific events in a specific period 

between July 13 to August 14, 2013. The data sampling was justified in the Methodology 

chapter. However, further research to explore and compare how AJE and AAE framed 

significant events that took place earlier to the military intervention could be insightful. It can 

add to our understanding of what sparked the initial flame of the conflict such as the Al-

Ittihdiah- Palace tragic event in Cairo in which the MB government was accused of breaching 

the right to protest and became implicated in the violence. 

 
               The current chapter has discussed the theoretical contribution the thesis has achieved 

through the detailed linguistic analysis that was conducted to examine how AAE and AJE 

framed SRW. It introduced the 3S Framing approach that would be useful to replicate for 

future research. Then, it referred to the media scholar’s debate over the taxonomy of Arab 

media. The final research’s outcome supported the classification of Rugh (2004) who 

categorised Al-Jazeera as a loyalist or government-controlled media. The research’s findings 

also enhanced the nature of Al-Ahram which falls in the same category. It also discussed the 

concept of democracy and how it is perceived and exploited to achieve individual political 

gains. This specific issue was significant to consider because the warring groups referred to 

democracy on several occasions from different perspectives in their news coverage. Finally, 

implications for future research were presented. 
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APPENDECES 

 
 

Appendix A1: AAE1 

 

Morsi family accuses Egypt army of 'kidnapping 
president' 
Ousted president Mohamed Morsi's children accuse army of carrying out 
'destructive coup' and their father's kidnapping. 

 
(posted:22.07.2013) See: 
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77093/Egypt/Politics-/Morsi-family-accuses-
Egypt-army-of-kidnapping-pres.aspx)  (Last accessed Feb 16 2023) 
 
 

The ousted president Mohamed Morsi's family held a press conference in Cairo's 
Engineers' Syndicate Monday to denounce the "illegal detention" of their father, 
accusing the army of "kidnapping" him. 

Mohamed Morsi, who was the first elected civil president to rule Egypt, was 
removed from his post by the army amid massive protests against him on 3 July. 
Since his removal, Morsi has been kept in an undisclosed location. 

Key attendees included Morsi's daughter Shaimaa, his son Osama, and his 
youngest son Abdallah. 

Morsi's daughter criticised the military's role in what she referred to as a 
destructive military coup led by the Minister of Defence Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
and the "kidnapping" of her father. 

"I hold El-Sisi responsible for anything that happens to my father's health while 
he is in captivity," she exclaimed, denouncing his incarceration as "a criminal 
act against human rights." 

Earlier on Monday, Gehad El-Haddad, the spokesman of the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party, refuted reports that the ousted 
president has started a hunger strike in protest of his detention. El-Haddad said 
that there is no information on Morsi or his whereabouts as there has been no 
communication with him ever since he was removed from his post. 

"Even the EU is concerned about Morsi's captivity and health illustrated by 
Catherine Ashton's recent visit demanding his release," said Mohamed El-
Damaty, head of lawyers syndicate freedoms committee and member of the 
syndicate’s board. 

Morsi's elder son Osama, an acting lawyer since 2006, threatened El-Sisi of the 
repercussions of the "crime he committed against democracy." Osama said that 
his family might seek help from the International Criminal Court. 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77093/Egypt/Politics-/Morsi-family-accuses-Egypt-army-of-kidnapping-pres.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77093/Egypt/Politics-/Morsi-family-accuses-Egypt-army-of-kidnapping-pres.aspx
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Morsi's son denied that his father has health problems, denouncing rumours of 
liver failure. Anyone who claims otherwise is "spreading lies," he added. 

When asked how he intends to reinstate his father as the legitimate president, 
Morsi's son referred to local and international laws as the backbone of his and 
his father's supporters quest. 

International intervention was rejected by Osama and other speakers. 

"We are against any foreign interference in Egyptian political affairs," affirmed 
El-Damaty.  
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Appendix A2: AJE1 

 

Family accuses Egypt army of kidnapping Morsi 
 
Ousted president’s family says military kidnapped him and promises to take 
legal action. 
 
(posted:22.07.2013 See:: 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/2013722113223508246.h
tml (Last accessed Feb 16 2023) 
 

The family of ousted Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi has accused the 
country’s military of “kidnapping” him, and says it holds the military responsible 
for his safety and security. 

The statement is the first from Morsi’s family since the military overthrew him 
on July 3. The deposed president’s daughter, Shaimaa, read out the statement at 
a news conference in Cairo on Monday. 

“We are taking local and international legal measures against Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi, the leader of the bloody military coup, and his putschist group,” Shaimaa 
Mohamed Morsi told reporters. 

Morsi has been held incommunicado at an undisclosed location since the military 
coup. Government officials have said he is safe and is being held for his own 
protection. 

One of Morsi’s sons, Osama, described his father’s detention as the 
“embodiment of the abduction of popular will and a whole nation,” and said the 
family would take all legal actions to end his detention. 

“What happened is a crime of kidnapping,” said Osama. 

“I can’t find any legal means to have access to him. 

“We warn Abdel-Fatah el-Sissi and his coup leaders against harming the life, 
health or safety of the legitimate president, our father.” 

Turbulent year 

Supporters of Morsi, who was ousted after a single turbulent year of rule, have 
pressed demonstrations, holding marches and protests across the country since 
his fall. 

Thousands of Morsi loyalists have been massed in Cairo’s Rabaa al-Adawiya 
square for about three weeks, demanding his reinstatement and denouncing 
General Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the army chief behind his overthrow. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/2013722113223508246.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/2013722113223508246.html
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In addition to the demonstration in Cairo, pro-Morsi protesters also held 
gatherings in Suez, Alexandria, Fayoum, Minya, Bani Suef, Mansoura, El-Arish 
and Ismailia.  

SOURCE: NEWS AGENCIES 
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Appendix A3: AAE2 

 

US Obama halts delivery of F-16s to Egypt 
given 'current situation' 
 

 
(posted 24.07.2013 See: 
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77284/Egypt/Politics-/US-Obama-halts-
delivery-of-Fs-to-Egypt-given-curre.aspx) (Last accessed Feb 16 2023) 
 

Reuters, Wednesday 24 Jul 2013 

Following Egypt's army chief's call for protests to support army and police 
'against terrorism' US suspends delivery of fighter jets to Egypt. 

 

President Barack Obama has decided to halt the delivery of F-16 fighter jets to 
Egypt for an undetermined period due to the "current situation" on the ground 
there, the Pentagon said on Wednesday. 

"Given the current situation in Egypt, we do not believe it is appropriate to move 
forward at this time with the delivery of F-16s," Pentagon spokesman George 
Little told reporters, adding Obama's decision was made with the unanimous 
consent of his entire national security team. 

Violence has surged in Egypt since the popularly-backed military overthrow of 
Mohamed Morsi, Egypt's first democratically elected president. 

Egyptian army chief Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi has called for nationwide rallies on 
Friday to mandate the armed forces and police to crackdown on "violence and 
terrorism," following the series of violent clashes across the country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77284/Egypt/Politics-/US-Obama-halts-delivery-of-Fs-to-Egypt-given-curre.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77284/Egypt/Politics-/US-Obama-halts-delivery-of-Fs-to-Egypt-given-curre.aspx
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Appendix A4: AJE 2 
 
 

US delays F-16 fighter jet delivery to Egypt 
Washington halts shipment for an undefined period following the 
military’s overthrow of Mohammed Morsi as president. 

 
(posted 24.07.2013 See: 
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/201372552158438124.html) (Last 
accessed Feb 16 2023) 

 
25 Jul 2013 

The U.S. is delaying delivery of four F-16 fighter jets to Egypt amid unrest 
following the military’s overthrow of Mohammed Morsi as president. 

“President Barack Obama made the decision to hold up the F-16 delivery while 
the administration continues to review options and consult with Congress on 
military assistance generally,” Pentagon press secretary George Little on 
Wednesday. He said the decision was made given the overall situation in Egypt. 

“We remain committed to the US-Egypt defense relationship… Moving forward, 
everything that we do and say will continue to be focused on hastening Egypt’s 
return to a democratically elected government as soon as possible,” he added. 

As there is no timetable for proceeding with the delivery, Pentagon was not 
specific about the reasons for delaying it. US Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 
also called Egypt’s military chief, General Sisi, on Wednesday to discuss the 
administration’s decision. 

The four F-16s are part of a previously arranged sale of 20 jets. Eight of the F-
16s were delivered earlier this year; after the four originally set for delivery this 
week the final eight were to be sent later this year. Also on order by the Egyptian 
military are US-made M1A1 Abrams tanks; the administration has not yet 
decided whether to go ahead with those. 

The delay is the first direct action the US has taken since the Egyptian military 
ousted Morsi and installed a new civilian government. Under US law, military 
aid to a country that underwent a coup d’etat must be suspended. 

The Obama administration still has not decided whether to call Mursi’s 
overthrow a coup. Egypt is a key ally in the Middle East and the Obama 
administration is reluctant to cut off the $1.3bn aid package it sends to Cairo 
every year. 

This year’s military exercise called Bright Star with Egypt is still scheduled to 
go ahead as planned. Bright Star has been a centerpiece of the two countries’ 
military relations for decades. It usually is held every other year, but the 2011 
maneuvers were cancelled following the revolution that ousted President Hosni 
Mubarak. This year’s exercise is tentatively planned to begin in mid-September. 

SOURCE: NEWS AGENCIES 
 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/201372552158438124.html
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Appendix A5: AAE 3 

Police won't allow 'mad people' to disturb Egypt's peace: 
Minister 

Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim urges new officers 'to 
protect the 30 June revolution' 

 

 
(posted 28.07.2013 See: 
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77624/Egypt/Politics-/Police-
wont-allow-mad-people-to-disturb-Egypts-pea.aspx) (Last accessed Feb 16 
2023) 

 

General Mohamed Ibrahim, Egypt's Minister of Interior, said all efforts will be 
taken to protect national security, adding that all police exertions are a result of 
their return to the "side of the Egyptian people." 

He called on the officers to support him in his security efforts. 

"30 June revolution confirmed the extent of pressure police officers faced and 
that the ministry of interior insists on responding to the call of Egyptians and 
all its men are paying dearly under the rule of law," Ibrahim said in a statement 
during the graduation of a new class of police academy students on Sunday. 

"We will not allow any mad, spiteful men to disturb the peace." 

"Salute to the great Egyptian people who made these miracles....impressing the 
whole world, giving the police and army the mandate to respond decisively to 
anyone who poses a risk to the stability of the nation," Ibrahim stressed 

He also saluted Field Marshal Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and the armed forces "for 
honouring to the popular will of the people, and protecting the nation from 
eminent danger." 

This statement comes one day following clashes between the police and Morsi 
supporters in Nasr City which left at least 100 protesters dead and hundreds 
more injured. 

The ministry of interior claims that the sit-in was not peaceful and that police 
was attacked by armed protesters, escalating the conflict. 

Morsi supporters, however, maintain the police attacked them in cold blood.  

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77624/Egypt/Politics-/Police-wont-allow-mad-people-to-disturb-Egypts-pea.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/77624/Egypt/Politics-/Police-wont-allow-mad-people-to-disturb-Egypts-pea.aspx
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Appendix A6: AJE 3 

 

Egypt official warns Brotherhood again 
 
Egypt’s interim interior minister issues second warning to pro-Morsi rallies as 
Muslim Brotherhood vows to continue. 

 

(posted: 28.07.2013 See: 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/201372812425783294.html) (Last 
accessed Feb 16 2023) 

 

Egypt’s interior minister has pledged to deal decisively with any attempts to 
destabilise the country, a thinly veiled warning to supporters of ousted President 
Mohamed Morsi occupying two squares in Cairo in a month-long stand-off with 
the security forces. 

Sunday’s warning came as authorities said that the death toll in weekend clashes 
between Morsi’s backers and security forces near one of the sit-ins had reached 
72, in the deadliest single outbreak of violence since the July 3 military coup. 

Egypt’s interior minister warns against disorder 

“I assure the people of Egypt that the police are determined to maintain security 
and safety to their nation and are capable of doing so,” Mohamed Ibrahim told a 
graduation ceremony at the national police academy. 

“We will very decisively deal with any attempt to undermine stability,” said 
Ibrahim, who is in charge of the police. 

In an apparent show of support for the police, a smiling military chief, Abdel 
Fatah el Sisi, turned up at a graduation ceremony on Sunday broadcast live on 
state television, receiving a standing ovation from the recruits. 

Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim hailed him as “Egypt’s devoted son”. 

Al Jazeera’s Hoda Abdel Hamid, reporting from Cairo, said his comments come 
off the back of events over the past week, beginning with the “popular mandate” 
given to the army to “fight terrorism”. 

“By association, the police also got the same mandate. We’ve already seen them 
co-operating on the ground, and we’ve already heard they will be co-operating 
together in the coming days.” 

However, in one of the first signs of doubt from within the interim cabinet 
installed after the military takeover, Deputy Prime Minister for Economic 
Affairs Ziad Bahaa El-Din said the government must not copy the “oppressive 
and exclusionary policies” of its foes. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/07/201372812425783294.html
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“Our position must remain fixed on the need to provide legal guarantees not only 
for the members of the Brotherhood, but for every Egyptian citizen. Excessive 
force is not permitted,” El-Din wrote on Facebook. 

And in another sign of unease, the Tamarud youth protest movement, which 
mobilised millions of people against Morsi and has fully backed the army, 
expressed alarm at an announcement that the interior minister was reviving the 
feared secret political police shut down after Mubarak was toppled. 
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Appendix A7: AJE4 
 

Egypt’s interim PM defends deadly crackdown 
Hazem el-Beblawi says decision to storm pro-Morsi protest camps in 
Cairo “was not easy”, as death toll climbs to 525. 
 
(posted on 14.08.2013 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2013/8/15/egypts-interim-pm-
defends-deadly-crackdown  (accessed: 14.01.2023) 
 

Egypt’s army-backed interim prime minister has defended the government’s 
decision to order the crushing of camps of supporters of deposed President 
Mohamed Morsi, saying the authorities had no choice but to act. 

In a televised statement late on Wednesday, Hazem el-Beblawi said the 
decision to break up the protests “was not easy” and came only after the 
government had given mediation efforts a chance. 

“We found that matters had reached a point that no self respecting state could 
accept,” he said, citing what he described as “the spread of anarchy and attacks 
on hospitals and police stations”. 

The streets of Egypt’s second city Alexandria were almost deserted on 
Wednesday night as security forces enforced a curfew. 

The government imposed a month-long state of emergency after riot police 
backed by armoured vehicles, bulldozers and helicopters swept away two 
encampments of pro-Morsi supporters, setting off running street battles in 
Cairo and other Egyptian cities. 

Security forces shot dead scores of people in their assault on the camps, 
defying international pleas to show restraint after a six-week stand-off with 
Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood supporters. 

Vice-President Mohamed ElBaradei resigned saying peaceful means could still 
have been found to end the confrontation, but other members of the 
government have rallied behind the decision to use force. 

Beblawi said the state of emergency would be for the shortest period possible, 
adding that the government was committed to an army-backed road map to 
restore democracy. 

The measure, scheduled to last for a month, imposes a curfew in Cairo and 
several other provinces between 19:00 local time (17:00 GMT) and 06:00. 
“There was a need for the state to intervene with an extraordinary measure 
which is the emergency law. God willing, we will continue. We will build our 
democratic, civilian state,” he said. 

Curfew imposed 

At least 525 civilians were killed nationwide, many of them in the crackdown 
on the protest sites. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2013/8/15/egypts-interim-pm-defends-deadly-crackdown
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2013/8/15/egypts-interim-pm-defends-deadly-crackdown
http://staff.blogs.aljazeera.com/topic/egypt/unedited-alleged-letter-resignation-interim-vice-president-mohamed-elbaradei
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Appendix A8: AAE4 

Egypt PM Beblawi: The Morsi sit-ins had to be 
dispersed 
After a day of heavy clashes, Hazem Beblawi defends the intervention of the state to end 
pro-Morsi sit-ins; says security had to be restored 

 
(posted on 14.08.2013 see: 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/79075/Egypt/Politics-/Egypt-PMBeblawi-
The-Morsi-sitins-had-to-be-disper.aspx (Last accessed Feb 16 2023) 
   
 

Egypt's interim premier, Hazem El-Beblawi, addressed the Egyptian nation 
Wednesday evening in what he called "a word from the heart," describing the 
decision to disperse the two main sit-ins held by supporters of ousted president 
Mohamed Morsi in Cairo and Giza as a difficult one. 

"As a government, we respect the right of peaceful protesting. But in all countries 
of the world those, rights are respected as long as there is a respect for others' 
rights, and this is achieved through a state of law," said El-Beblawi. 

"As a state, we reached a level in which we can not accept this method of 
protesting. Still we gave a chance for reconciliation, and even for international 
meditation, in order to have democracy in the future. But there was no respect 
for the right of peaceful protest," said El-Beblawi, adding that Pro-Morsi 
protesters abused this right by blocking roads and attacking people. 

"We respected the feelings of the Egyptians in Ramadan and Eid, but then the 
state had to intervene in order to restore the security of Egyptians," said El-
Beblawi. "The dispersing of the sit-ins had to happen," he added. 

During the month of Ramadan, the Cabinet authorised the interior ministry to 
disperse the pro-Morsi sit-in accordance with the law. 

"We demanded the police restrain itself to the maximum level," said the premier, 
praising the interior ministry. 

"The first phase is achieved, but now with the current chaos the state has to 
intervene with exceptional procedures," he said, referring to the state of 
emergency imposed for a month starting Wednesday 4pm. 

El-Beblawi further stated that the interim government was moving forward in 
the roadmap and wishes to accomplish the drafting of a constitution that would 
brings about a state that was neither religious nor military-based. 

On Wednesday, the interior minsitry started dispersing the two main pro-Morsi 
sit-ins at Rabaa Al-Adawiya Mosque in Nasr City and Al-Nahda Square in Giza. 
Clashes eruped nationwide leaving at least 149 civilians and, according to the 
interior ministry, 43 security personnel killed in addition to many more injured. 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/79075/Egypt/Politics-/Egypt-PMBeblawi-The-Morsi-sitins-had-to-be-disper.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/79075/Egypt/Politics-/Egypt-PMBeblawi-The-Morsi-sitins-had-to-be-disper.aspx
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In addition to clashes at the sit-in venues, confrontations also erupted between 
pro-Morsi demonstrators and security forces in several governorates around the 
country. A number of churches and Coptic shops were also torched by Morsi 
supporters.   

Vice President for International Affairs Mohamed ElBaradei resigned following 
the violence, stating that a political solution could have been reached instead. 



Appendix B1: 

Transitivity Analysis (AAE 1) 
 

1. Morsi family accuses Egypt army Of  'kidnapping president' 

Syr Pr: Vrbl Tg Proj 
Them: top Rheme 

 
1a. army Kidnap president 

Ac Pr: Mat Go 
 

2. Ousted president Mohamed Morsi's 
children 

Accuse army of carrying out ‘destructive coup' and kidnapping 
their father's 

Syr Pr: Vrbl Tg. Proj 
Them: top Rheme 

 
2a. army carry out coup 

Ac Pr: Mat Scope 
 

2b. army kidnap their father 
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
3. The ousted president Mohamed Morsi's 

family 
held a press conference in Cairo's Engineers' 

Syndicate Monday 
to denounce the "illegal detention" of 

their father, 
Ac Pr: Mat Scope Proj 

Them: top Rheme 
 

3a. President Mohamed Morsi is ousted ((by military)) 
Go Pr: Mat ((Ac)) 
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3b. Morsi's family denounce the "illegal detention" of their father, 

Ac Pr: mat tg 
 

3c. their father is detained ((by military)) 
Go Pr: Mat ((Ac)) 

 
 

4. (Morsi’s family) accusing the army of "kidnapping" him. 
(syr) Pr: Vrbl Tg Proj 

 
4a. the army kidnap him 

Ac Pr: Mat Go 
 

5. Mohamed Morsi, who was the first elected civil president to rule Egypt, was removed from his post by the army 
Ca Pr: Rel At Proj 

Them: top Rheme 
 

5a. Mohamed Morsi Ruled Egypt 
Ac Pr: mat Scope 

 
5b. Mohamed Morsi was removed ((by the army)) 

Go Pr: Mat ((Ac)) 
 
 

6. Amid massive protests ((by Egyptians)) against him 
 Cir: Temp ((Ac)) Go 

Them: top No part of 5 Rheme 
 

7. Morsi ((by new government)) has been kept in an undisclosed location. 
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Go ((Ac)) Pr: Mat Circ: Loc 
 

6a. Morsi was removed (by army) 
Go Pr: Mat (Ac) 

 
8. Key attendees included Morsi's daughter Shaimaa, his son Osama, and his youngest son Abdallah. 

At Pr: Rel Ca 
Them: top Rheme 

 
7a. Morsi's daughter Shaimaa, his son Osama, and his youngest son 

Abdallah. 
attended 

Ac Pr: Mat 
 

9. Morsi's daughter criticised the military's role in what she referred to as a destructive military coup led by the Minister of Defence Abdel Fattah 
El-Sisi and the "kidnapping" of her father. 

Syr Pr: vrbl Tg Vrbg 
Them: top Rheme 

 
8a. in what she referred to ((what happened in 3 July)) as a destructive military coup 
Them: tex Attributor Pr: rel ((Ca)) At 

 
8b. the Minister of Defence Abdel Fattah El-Sisi led a destructive military coup 

Ac Pr: Mat Scope 
 

8c. the Minister of Defence Abdel Fattah El-Sisi kidnapping her father 
Ac Pr: mat Go 

 
10. "I hold El-Sisi responsible for anything that happens to my father's health while he is in captivity," (Morsi’s son) 

Proj (Syr) 
Them: top  Rheme 
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9a. I hold El-Sisi responsible 
Attributor Pr: Rel Ca At 

 
9b. anything happens to my father’s health 

Ac Pr: mat Affected 
 

9c. While he is in captivity 
Them: tex Ca Pr: rel At 

 
11. She exclaimed  his incarceration as "a criminal act against human rights." 
Syr Pr: Vrbl Tg Proj 

Them: top Rheme 
 

10a. (she) denounce his incarceration as "a criminal act against human rights." 
(Ac) Pr: mat scope 

 
 

10b. Elsisi (incarcerate) (Morsi) 
Ac Pr: Mat (Go) 

 
12. Earlier on Monday, Gehad El-Haddad, the spokesman of the Muslim 

Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party, 
refuted reports that the ousted president has started a hunger strike in 

protest of his detention. 
Cir: Temp Syr Pr: vrbl Tg 

Them: top Marked Rheme 
 

11a. Gehad El-Haddad, (who is) the spokesman of the Muslim Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party, 
Tok Pr: Rel Val 

 
11b. the ousted president has started a hunger strike in protest of his detention. 

Ac Pr: Mat Scope Circ: Reason 
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13. El-Haddad said that there is no information on Morsi or his whereabouts 

Syr Pr: Vrbl Proj 
Them: top Rheme 

 
12a. there Is no information on Morsi or his whereabouts 

 Pr: ex ext 
 

13. as there has been no communication with him ever since he was removed from his post. 
Them: tex theme Rel: ex ext 

 
13a. (nobody) communicate with him 

(Syr) (Pr: Vrbl) (Recv) 
 

13b. since he was removed (by army) 
Them: tex Go Pr: Mat (Ac) 

 
14. "Even the EU is  concerned about Morsi's captivity and health illustrated by Catherine 

Ashton's recent visit demanding his release," 
said Mohamed El-Damaty, head of lawyers syndicate freedoms 

committee and member of the syndicate’s board. 
Proj Pr:vrbl Syr 

 
14a. the EU Is concerned about Morsi's captivity and health 

Ca Pr: Rel At 
 

14b. Catherine Ashton visit 
Ac Pr: Mat 

 
14c. illustrated by Catherine Ashton 

Pr: vrbl Syr 
 

14d. Catherine Ashton demand his release 
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Syr Pr: Vrbl Tg 
 

15. Morsi's elder son Osama, an acting lawyer 
since 2006, 

threatened El-Sisi of the repercussions of the "crime he committed against democracy." 

Syr Pr:vrbl proj 
Them: top Rheme 

 
 

15a. Morsi's elder son Osama (is) an acting lawyer since 2006 
Ca (Pr: Rel) At 

 
15b. Osama (is) Morsi's elder son 

Identifier (pr: Rel) Identifying 
 

15c.  El-Sisi committed crime against democracy 
Ac Pr: mat Scope Circ 

 
16. Osama said that his family might seek help from the International Criminal Court. 
Syr Pr: vrbl Proj 

Them: top Rheme 
 

16a. his family might seek help from the International Criminal Court. 
Ac Pr: Mat Scope 

 
 

17. Morsi's son denied that his father has health problems, denouncing rumours of liver failure. 
Syr Pr: Vrbl Proj 

Them: top Rheme 
 

17a. his father Has health problems 
possr Pr: Rel Possd 
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17b. Morsi's son denounce rumours … failure 

Syr Pr: Vrbl Tg 
 

18. Anyone who claims otherwise is "spreading lies,” he added. 
Proj Syr pr: Vrbl 

Them: top Rheme 
 

18a. anyone Claim otherwise 
Syr Pr: Vrbl Circ: Man 

 
18b. ((he/she)) is spreading lies 

((Ac)) Pr: Mat Scope 
 

19. When (his son) asked (by reporters) how he intends to reinstate his father as the legitimate president, 
Them: tex (Recv) Pr: Vrbl (Syr) Vrbg 

 
19a. he intends to reinstate…. president 

Sen: cog Pr: Ment Proj 
 

19b. he reinstate his father 
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
19c. (he ) reinstate his father as the legitimate president 

(Attributor) Pr: rel Ca At 
 
 
 

20. Morsi's son referred to local and international laws as the backbone of his and his father's 
supporters’ quest 

Attributor Pr: Rel Ca At 
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Them: top Rheme 
 

21. International intervention was rejected by Osama and other speakers. 
Tg Pr: Vrbl Syr 

 
22. "We are against any foreign interference in Egyptian political affairs," affirmed El-Damaty. 

Proj Pr: Vrbl Syr 
 

22a. We are against any foreign interference in Egyptian political affairs 
Ca Pr: Rel At 

 
22b. foreign Interfere in Egyptian political affairs 

Ac Pr: Mat Circ: Matt 



Appendix B2: 

Transitivity Analysis (AJE 1): 
 

1. Morsi family Accuses Egypt army  Of  kidnapping Morsi 

Syr Pr: Vrbl Tg  Proj 
Them: top Rheme 
 
1a. Egypt army Kidnap Morsi 
Ac Pr: mat Go 

 
2. Ousted president's family Says military kidnapped him and promises to take legal action. 

Syr Pr: vrbl Proj 
Them: top Rheme 
 
2a. military  Kidnap Him 
Ac Pr: mat Go 

 
2b. family  Promises to take legal action 
syr Pr: Vrbl Proj 

 
2c. family Take Legal action 
Ac Pr: mat Scope 

 
3.The family of ousted Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi has accused the country's military  of "kidnapping" him, 
Syr Pr: Vrbl Tg Proj 
Them: top Rheme  
 
3a. Egyptian President Mohammed Morsi was ousted (by army) 
Go pr: Mat (Ac) 
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3b. the country's military  Kidnapping Him 
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
 
4.  and (the family) Says it holds the military responsible for his safety and security. 
Them: tex (Syr) Pr: vrbl Proj 
 Them: top Rheme 

 
4a. it holds the military responsible for his safety and security. 
Ac Pr: mat tg 

 
5. The statement Is the first from Morsi's family since the military overthrew him on July 3. 

Ca Pr: rel At Cir: Temp 
Them: top Rheme 
 
5a. the military Overthrew Him 
Ac Pr: mat Go 

 
6. The deposed president's daughter, Shaimaa, read out the statement at a news conference in Cairo on Monday. 

behvr  Pr: mat scope  
 

Them: top Rheme 
 
6a. the president Deposed (by army) 
Go Pr: mat (Ac) 

 
7. "We are taking local and international legal measures against Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the leader of 

the bloody military coup, and his putschist group," 
Shaimaa Mohamed Morsi  told reporters. 

Proj Syr Pr: vrbl Recv. 
Them: top Rheme  
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7a. we are taking local and international legal 

measures 
against Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 

Ac Pr: mat Scope Go 
 
7b. Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, (who is) the leader of the bloody military coup and his putschist group," 
Ca (pr: rel) At  Cir: accomp. 

 
8. Morsi has been held Incommunicado at an undisclosed location since the military coup. 

Ca Pr: Mat Circ: man Circ: Temp 
Them: top Rheme 
 

9. Government officials have said he is safe and is being held for his own protection. 
Syr Pr: Vrbl Proj 
Them: top Rheme 
 
9a. he Is Safe 
Ca Pr: Rel At 

 
9b. he is being held (by government) for his own protection 
Go Pr: Mat (Ac) Cir: Cause 

 
10. One of Morsi's sons, Osama, Described his father's detention  as the "embodiment of the abduction of popular will and a whole 

nation," 
Syr Pr:Vrbl   Rec    At 
Them: top Rheme 
 
10a. (his father) was detained (by army) 
(Go) Pr: Mat (Ac) 

 
11. and (Osama) Said the family would take all legal actions to end his detention. 
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Them: tex (syr)  Pr: vrbl Proj 
 
11a. the family Would take all legal actions to end his detention 
Ac Pr: mat Scope Cir: Purpose 

 
12."What happened is a crime of kidnapping," Said Osama. 
Proj.  Pr: Vrbl Syr 
Them:top  Rheme   
 
12a. what happened Is a crime of kidnapping 
Ca Pr: rel At 

 
13.   "I  can't find  any legal means to have access to him. 
Sen Pr: Ment Phen Proj 
Proj 
Them: top Rheme 
 

14. "We warn Abdel-Fatah el-Sissi and his coup leaders against harming the life, health or safety of the legitimate president, our father." 
syr Pr: Vrbl Recv.  Proj. 
Them: top Rheme 
 
14a. (Abdel-Fatah el-Sissi and his coup leaders) to harm our father’s life, health, or safety 
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
14b. our father (who is) the legitimate president 
Ca (Pr: rel) At 

 
15. Supporters of Morsi, who was ousted after a single turbulent year of 

rule, 
have pressed demonstrations, holding marches and protests across the 
country 

since his fall. 
 

 Cir: Temp  Cir: Temp 
Them: top Rheme 
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15a. Morsi  was ousted (by army) 
Go Pr: Mat (Ac) 

 
15b. Supporters of Morsi, have pressed  Demonstrations 
Ac Pr: mat Scope 

 
15c. Supporters of Morsi, hold  marches and protests 
Ac Pr: mat Scope 

 
16. Thousands of Morsi loyalists have been massed in Cairo's Rabaa al-Adawiya square  for about three weeks, 

beh pr: beh Relational? Cir: Loc  Cir: temp 
Them: top Rheme 
 
 

17. (Morsi loyalists) demanding  his reinstatement 
Syr  Pr: Vrbl Tg  
 

18. and (Morsi loyalists) Denouncing General Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the army chief  behind his overthrow. 
Them: tex (Ac) Pr: mat go Cir: matt 
 
18b. al-Sisi Overthrow (Morsi) 
Ac Pr: mat Go 

 
20. In addition to the 
demonstration in Cairo, 

pro-Morsi 
protesters 

Also held gatherings in Suez, Alexandria, Fayoum, Minya, Bani Suef, Mansoura, El-Arish and 
Ismailia. 

 Ac Them: Tex Pr: mat Cir: loc 
Marked Them: top Rheme 
 
20a. pro-Morsi protesters Demonstrate in Cairo 
(Ac) Pr: mat Cir: loc 
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Appendix B3: 
 

Transitivity Analysis (AAE 2) 
 

1. US Obama halts delivery of F-16s to Egypt  
Ac Pr: Mat Go Recip 
Theme: top Rheme 

 
1a. US Obama deliver F-16s to Egypt 
Ac Pr: Mat Go Recip 

 
2. Egypt's army chief's  call  for protests   to support army and police 'against terrorism' 

Syr Pr: Vrbl Tg Vrbg 
Theme: top Rheme 

 
2a. Egypt's army chief's support army and police 'against terrorism' 
Ac Pr: Mat Scope circ  

 
3. US suspends delivery of fighter jets to Egypt. 

Ac Pr: Mat Go Cir: Loc 
Theme: top Rheme 

 
3a. US (did not) deliver fighter jets to Egypt 
Ac Pr: mat Go Recip. 

 
4. President Barack Obama has decided to halt the delivery of F-16 fighter jets to Egypt for an 

undetermined period  
due to the "current situation" on the ground there 

Sen: Cog Pr: Ment Proj Cir: Cause 
Theme: top Rheme  
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4a. President Barack Obama halt the delivery  of F-16 fighter jets to Egypt 
Ac Pr: Mat Go Recip 

 
4b. due to the current situation (which is) On the ground there 
Existent: Event (Pr: Ext) Cir: Loc 

 
5. Given the current situation in Egypt, we do not believe it is appropriate to move forward at this 
time with the delivery of F-16s 

Pentagon spokesman George Little told reporters 

Proj Syr Pr: vrbl Rec. 
 

5a. Given the current situation in Egypt, we do not believe it is appropriate to move forward at this time with the delivery of F-16s 

Cir: Conting Sen Pr: Ment Proj 
Theme:marked Rheme 

  
5b. it is appropriate  
Ca Pr: Rel At 

 
5c. we move forward/ deliver F-16s 
Ac Pr: mat Go 

 
6. Obama's decision was made with the unanimous consent of his entire national security team 

ca Pr: rel Circ: Accomp 
Theme: top Rheme 

 
7. Violence  has surged in Egypt  Since the popularly-backed military overthrow of Mohamed Morsi Egypt's first 

democratically elected president. 
Ac Pr: Mat Cir: Loc  Circ: Temp 
Theme: top Rheme 

 
7a.  ((military and protestors)) Violence  
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((Ac x2)) Pr: Mat 
 

7b. the overthrow was backed ((by Egyptians)) 
Go Pr: Mat ((Ac)) 

 
7c. military overthrow Morsi 
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
7d. Mohammed Morsi  elected   ((by Egyptians)) 
Go Pr: Mat  ((Ac)) 

 
8. Egyptian army chief Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi has called for nationwide rallies on Friday to mandate the armed forces and police to 

crackdown on "violence and terrorism," 
Syr Pr: vrbl Proj 
Theme: top  Rheme 

 
8a. (Egyptians) Rally 
(Ac) Pr: Mat 

 
8b. ((Egyptians)) to mandate the armed forces and police 
((Ac)) Pr: Mat Go 

 
8c. the armed forces and police Crackdown on "violence and terrorism," 

Ac Pr: Mat Go/ Circ: purpose 
 

9. following the series of violent clashes across the country 
Them: tex Cir: Matt Cir: Loc 
Them: top   Rheme   

 
9a. ((army and protestors)) Clash 
(Ac x2) Pr: mat 
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Appendix B4: 

 
Transitivity Analysis (AJE 2) 

1. US delays F-16 fighter jet delivery to Egypt 
Ac Pr: mat Go Recip 
Them: top Rheme 

 
1a. US to deliver f-16 fighter jet 
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
2. The U.S is delaying delivery of four F-16 fighter jets  to Egypt amid unrest following the military's overthrow of 

Mohammed Morsi as president. 
Ac Pr: mat Go Recip Cir:Temp 
Them: top Rheme 

 
2a. US to deliver f-16 fighter jet 
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
 

2b. the military overthrow of Mohammed Morsi as President                             
Ac Pr: mat Go  Circ: role 

 
3. President Barack Obama made the decision to hold up the F-16 delivery 

Sen:cog Pr: ment Phen 
Them: top Rheme 

 
3a. Obama Decide to hold… 
Sen Pr: Ment Proj 
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3b. President Barack Obama hold up the F-16 delivery 
Ac Pr: Mat Scope 

 
4. the administration continues to review options and consult with Congress on military assistance 

Sen Pr: Mat Scope  
Them: top Rheme 

 
 

4a. the administration Review Options 
Sen Pr: Ment Tg 

 
5. and (the administration) consult with Congress on military 

assistance 
Them: tex (Ac) Pr: mat Circ: Ac Circ: Matt 

 
6 He Said the decision was made given the overall situation in Egypt. 

Syr Pr: Vrbl  Proj 
Them: top  Rheme 

 
6a. the decision was made (by the administration and Congress) 
attr Pr: rel (ca) 

 
5b. (The administration and Congress) to decide given the overall situation in Egypt. 
Sen Pr: Ment Circ: Matt 

 
 

7 We remain Committed to the US-Egypt defense relationship 
Ca Pr: Rel At 
Them: top Rheme 
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8  Everything that we do and say  will continue to be focused on hastening Egypt's return to a democratically elected 
government as soon as possible   

he added 

Proj Syr Pr: Vrbl  
Them: top Rheme 

 
8a. everything We Do 
Scope  Ac Pr: Mat 

 
8b. everything we  Say 
Vrbg Syr  Pr: Vrbl  

 
8c. everything will continue 
Ac Pr: Mat 

 
8d. (everything) to be focused 
sen Pr: men 

 
8e. (US) hasten Egypt's return  to a democratically elected 

government 
(Ac) Pr: Mat Scope Circ: Matt 

 
8f. Egypt Return 
Ac Pr: Mat 

 
9 As there is no timetable for proceeding with the 

delivery, 
Pentagon was not specific About the reasons for delaying it. 

 
Circ: Reason Ca Pr: Rel At Cir: Matt 
Them: top Two clause – marked Theme Rheme 
 

9a. there is no timetable for proceeding with the delivery 
 Pr: Exist  Extent 
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9b. (US) proceed  with the delivery 
(Ac) Pr: Mat Scope 

 
9c. (US) Delay the delivery 
(Ac) Pr: Mat Go 

 
10 US Defense Secretary Chuck 

Hagel 
also called Egypt's military chief, General Sisi on Wednesday to discuss the administration's decision. 

Syr Pr: Vrbl Rec Vrbg 
Them: top Rheme 

 
9a. Egypt's military chief, General Sisi discuss  the decision with the administration 
Ac Pr: mat Tg Cir: Accom 

 
11 The four F-16s are part of a previously arranged sale of 20 jets. 

Ca  Pr: Rel At 
Them: top Rheme 

 
10a. (US and Egypt) Arrange Sale of 20 jets 
(Ac x2) Pr: Mat Go 

 
12 Eight of the F-16s were delivered (by US) earlier this year; 

Go Pr: Mat (Ac) Cir; Temp 
Them: top Rheme 

 
13 after  the four  originally set for delivery this week 
Them: tex Tg  Pr: Mat Cir: Temp 

 
14 the final eight were to be sent (by US) later this year 

Go Pr: Mat (Ac) Cir: Temp 
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Them: top Rheme 
 
15. Also on order by the Egyptian military are  US-made M1A1 Abrams tanks 
Them: tex Tok Pr: Rel Value 
 Them: top Rheme 

 
15a. US Made M1A1 Abrams tanks 
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
16.The delay is the first direct action the US has taken 
Ca Pr: Rel At 
Them: top Rheme  

 
16a. The US has taken The first action (delaying) 
Ac Pr: Mat Scope 

 
17. since the Egyptian military ousted Morsi 
Them: tex Ac Pr: Mat Go 
 Them: top Rheme 

 
18. and  (the Egyptian military) installed a new civilian government. 
Them: tex (Ac) Pr: Mat Go 

 
19 Under US law, military aid  to a country that underwent a coup d’état must be suspended. ((by any supplier)) 

Cir: Condition Go  Circ  Pr: Mat ((Ac)) 
Them: top   Rheme 

 
16a. (whoever) 16a. to aid a country 
(Ac) Pr: Mat Go 

 
16b. a country undergo  a coup 
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Ca Pr: Rel At 
 

20 The Obama administration still has not decided whether to call Mursi's overthrow a coup. 
Sen Pr: Ment Phen 
Theme: top Rheme 

 
20a. The Obama administration Call Morsi’s overthrow a coup 
Attributor Pr: Rel Ca At 

 
20b. (military) Overthrow Mursi 
(Ac) Pr: Mat Go 

 
21 Egypt is a key ally in the Middle East 

Ca Pr: Rel At Circ: Loc 
 

22 and the Obama 
administration 

is reluctant to cut off the $1.3bn aid package it sends to Cairo Every year 

Them: tex Ca Pr: Rel At Proj Cir: Temp 
 Them: top Rheme 

 

22a. the Obama administration to cut off the $1.3bn aid package 
Ac pr: Mat Go 

 
22b. the Obama administration Sends $1.3bn aid package 
Ac Pr: mat Go 

 
23. This year's military 
exercise 

called Bright Star    

Tok Pr: Rel Val   
Them: top Rheme 
24. (Bright Star) is still scheduled to go ahead as planned 
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(Ca) Pr: Rel At 
 

24a. (US and Egypt) go ahead (with Bright Star) 
(Ac x2) Pr: Mat (Go) 

 
24b. (US and Egypt) Plan 
(Sen x2) Pr: Ment 

 
25. Bright Star  has been  a centerpiece of the two countries' military relations for decades. 

Ca Pr: Rel At Cir: Temp 
Them: top  Rheme 

 
26. It  usually is held  (by US and Egypt) every other year,  
Go Pr: Mat (Ac x2) Cir: Temp 
Them: top Rheme 

 
but The 2011 maneuvers were cancelled  (by US) 
Them: tex Go Pr: mat (Ac) 

 
27. following  the revolution that ousted  President Hosni Mubarak. 
Them: tex Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
28. This year's exercise  
 

is tentatively planned to begin (by US and Egypt) in mid-September. 

Phen Pr: Ment (Sen x2) Cir: Temp 
Them: top Rheme 

 
28a. This year's exercise Begin 
Ac Pr: Mat 



Appendix B5: 

Transitivity Analysis (AAE 3) 

1. Police won't allow 'mad people' to disturb Egypt's peace: Minister ((says)) 
Proj Syr  (( Pr:Vrbl )) 
Them: Top Rheme 
 

1a. Police won't allow 'mad people' to disturb Egypt's peace: 
Initiator Pr: Causative Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
2. Interior Minister 

Mohamed Ibrahim 
urges new officers 'to protect the 30 June revolution' 

Syr Pr: Vrbl Recip Proj 
Them: top Rheme 
 

2a. New officers  protect  The 30 June revolution 
Ac Pr: mat Go 

 
3. General Mohamed 

Ibrahim, Egypt's 
Minister of Interior, 

said all efforts will be taken to protect national security 

Syr Pr: Vrbl Proj 
Them: top Rheme 

 
3a. All efforts will be taken ((by the interior ministry)) 
Go Pr: Mat ((Ac)) 

 
3b. ((The interior 
ministry)) 

protect national security 

((Ac)) Pr: mat Go 
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4. (Minister) adding that all police exertions are a result of their return to the "side of the Egyptian people." 

(Syr) Pr: vrbl Proj 
 

4a. all police 
exertions 

are a result of their return to the "side of the Egyptian people." 
 

Ca Pr: rel At 
 

4b. (police) exert  Effort 
(Ac) Pr: mat Scope  

 
4c. (police) return to “the side of the Egyptian people” 
(Ac) Pr: Mat Circ: Loc 

 
5. He called on the officers to support him in his security efforts. 

Syr Pr: vrbl Recv Proj 
Them: Top Rheme 
 

5a. The officers support him in his security efforts 
Ac Pr: mat Go Cir: Purpose 

 
6.  30 June revolution " confirmed the extent of pressure police officers faced 

Ca Pr: Rel At 
Theme: Top Rheme 
 

6a. the extent of pressure police officers                  Faced 
Phen Sen Pr: Ment 

 
7. the ministry of interior insists  on responding to the call of Egyptians 
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Syr Pr: Vrbl Proj 
Them: top Rheme 
 

7a. the ministry of interior respond to the call of Egyptians 
Ac Pr: Mat Scope 

 
7b. Egyptians call the ministry of interior 
Syr Pr: vrbl Recv 

 
8. and all its men are paying dearly under the rule of law," 

Ac Pr: Mat Cir: Man Cir: Contingent  
Theme: Top Rheme 
 

9. Ibrahim said in a statement during the graduation of a new class of police 
academy students on Sunday. 

“We will not allow any mad, spiteful men  to disturb peace.’ 

Syr  Pr: Vrbl     Cir: Temp Proj 
Them: Top Rheme  
 

9a. " We will not allow any mad, spiteful men to disturb the peace." 
Initiator  Pr: Causative  Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
10. (the minister)     "Salute to the great Egyptian people who made these miracles.... impressing the whole world, giving the police and 

army the mandate to respond decisively to anyone who poses a risk to the stability the nation,” 
(Sayer) Proj 
 Theme: Top Rheme 
 

10a. (the minister) Salute  Egyptians 
Ac Pr:Mat Go 

 
10b. the great Egyptian people who made these miracles 
Ac Pr: mat Go 
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10c. (Egyptian people) Impressing the whole world 
(Phen) Pr: ment Sen 

 
10d. (Egyptian people) giving   the mandate the police and army 
(Ac) Pr: Mat Scope Go 

 
10e. the police and army respond decisively 
Ac Pr: mat Circ: man 

 
10f. to anyone  who poses  a risk to the stability of the nation," 
Ca Pr: rel At Proj 

 
10g. anyone stabilise  the nation 
Ac Pr: mat Go 

 
11. He also saluted Field Marshal Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and the armed 

forces 
"for honouring to the popular will of the people, and protecting the nation 
from eminent danger." 

Syr Pr: vrbl Recv Proj 
Them: Top Rheme 
 

11a. He also saluted Field Marshal Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and the armed forces "for honouring… danger." 
Ac Pr: Mat  Go Circ: Reason 

 
11b. (El-Sisi and the army) protecting the nation  from eminent danger." 
Ac Pr: mat Go Cir: Matt 

 
12. This statement  comes one day following clashes between the police and Morsi supporters in Nasr City 

Ca Pr: rel At  
Them: Top Rheme 
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14a. the police and Morsi supporters clash 
Ac x2 Pr: Mat 

 
13. (clashes) which left at least 100 protesters  dead and hundreds more injured. 

Initiator  Pr: Rel Ca At 
 

14. The ministry of interior claims that the sit-in was not peaceful … escalate the conflict. 

Syr Pr: Vrbl Proj  
The: Top Rheme  
 

16a. the sit-in was not peaceful 
Ca Pr: Rel At 

 
16b. police was attacked by armed protestors 
Go Pr: mat Ac 

 
16c. (Protestors) escalate the conflict 
(Ac X2) Pr: Mat Scope 

 
15.  Morsi supporters, however, maintain the police attacked them in cold blood. 

Ac Theme: Text Pr: Mat Go Cir: Man 
Theme: Top Rheme 
 
 

17a. the police attacked Morsi supporters 
Ac Pr: mat Go 
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Appendix B6 

Transitivity Analysis (AJE 3): 
 

1.Egypt official warns Brotherhood 
Syr Pr: vrbl Recv 
Theme: Top Rheme 

 
2. Egypt's interim interior minister issues second warning to pro-Morsi rallies 
Ac  Pr: Mat Go 
Theme: Top Rheme 

 
3. as Muslim Brotherhood vows to continue 
 sen Pr: ment  
Theme: Text Theme: Top Rheme 

 
3a. MB to continue   (protesting) 
Ac Pr: Mat (Scope) 

 
4. Egypt's interior minister has pledged to deal decisively with any attempts to destabilise the country 
Syr  Pr: Vrbl Proj 
Theme: Top  Rheme  
 

4a. (Minister) to deal  decisively with any attempts to destabilise the country 
(Ac) Pr: Mat  Circ: Man Scope 

 
 4b. (MB)  to destabilise the country 
(Ac) Pr: mat Go 
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5.  (Minister) a thinly veiled warning  to supporters of ousted President Mohamed Morsi occupying two squares in Cairo in a month-long 
stand-off with the security forces. 

(Syr) Pr: Vrbl Recv 

 Them: top Rheme 
 

5a. Morsi supporters and military forces occupy two squares 
Ac X2 Pr: mat Go 

 
5b. Morsi supporters and military forces stand off  
beh X2 Pr: beh 

 
5c. (military forces)  ousted  President Morsi 
(Ac) Pr: mat Go 

 
5d. supporters of ousted President Mohamed 
Morsi 

occupy two squares in Cairo In a month-long… security 
forces. 

Ac Pr: Mat Go Cir: Temp 
 

6. Sunday's warning  came 
Ac Pr: Mat (medium in terms of ergativity) 
Theme: text  

 
7. as  authorities said that the death toll…. the July 3 military coup. 
 Syr Pr: Vrbl Proj 

 
7a. the death toll  had reached 72 
Ca Pr: Rel At 
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7b. Morsi backers and security forces clash  Near one of the sit-ins                            
Ac x2 Pr: Mat (ergative) Cir: Loc 

 
7c. violence  breakout 
Ac Pr: Mat 

 
8. "I assure the people of Egypt that the police are determined to 
maintain security and safety to their nation and are capable of doing so," 

Mohammed Ibrahim told a graduation ceremony at the national police 
academy 

Proj Syr Pr: vrbl Recip 
 
8a. I assure the people of Egypt that the police.. capable of doing so 
Syr Pr: Vrbl Recv Proj 
Theme: top Rheme 

 
8b. the police are determined 
Ca Pr: Rel At 

 
8c. (The police) maintain security and safety of their nation 
(Ac) Pr: Mat Scope 

 
8d. (police) are capable of doing so, 
Ca Pr: rel At 

 
9. "We will very decisively deal with any attempt to undermine stability," said  Ibrahim  who is in charge of police 
Proj Pr: Vrbl Syr  
Theme: Top Rheme 

 
9a. (police) will deal  with any attempt to undermine stability 
(Ac) Pr: mat Scope 

 
 9b. (MB) to undermine stability 
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(Ac) Pr: mat Go 
 
9c. Ibrahim who is in charge of the police. 
Ca Pr: Rel At 

 
11. In an apparent show of 
support for the police, 

a smiling military chief, Abdel 
Fatah el Sisi, 

turned up at a graduation ceremony on Sunday broadcast live on state television, 

Circ: Cause Ac  Pr: Mat Circ: Loc Cir: Temp/Man 
 

 
11a. (Abdul Fatah el Sisi) support for the police 
(Sen) Pr: Ment Phen 

 
12. (he) receiving  a standing ovation from the recruits. 
(Recv) Pr: mat scope initiator  

 
12a.  the recruits stand For el-Sisi. 
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
13. Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim hailed him as "Egypt's devoted son" 
Attributor  Pr: Rel Ca At 
Theme: Top Rheme  

 
14. Al Jazeera's Hoda Abdel Hamid, Reporting from Cairo, said his comments.. to fight terrorism. 
Syr Circ:loc Pr: vrbl Proj 
Theme : Top Rheme 

 
14a. his comments come off the back of events over the past week, 
Ca Pr: rel At 
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14b. Al Jazeera's Hoda Abdel Hamid report 
Syr Pr: Vrbl 

 
14c. (to the army) the "popular mandate" given (by people) 
(Recip) Scope Pr: Mat (Ac) 

 
14d. the army to fight terrorism  
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
15. By association The police got the same mandate ((by people)) 
Circ: Man Recip Pr: Mat Scope ((Ac)) 

 
16. We ‘ve already seen them co-operating on the ground 
Sen Pr: Ment Phen 

 
16a. (police) to co-operate with ((the army)) On the ground. 
(Ac) Pr: Mat ((Ac 2)) Circ: Loc 

 
17. and we have already heard  they will be cooperating together in the coming days 
Theme: Text sen Pr: ment Proj 

 
 

18. however, in one of the first signs of doubt from within the interim 
cabinet installed after the military takeover, 

Deputy Prime Minister for 
Economic Affairs Ziad Bahaa El-
Din 

said the government must not copy the 
‘oppressive and exclusionary polices’ of its 
foes. 

 Syr Pr: Vrbl Proj 
Theme: Text / Marked Top Rheme 

 
18a. the interim cabinet doubt 
Sen Pr: Ment 
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18b. The government must not copy the "oppressive and exclusionary policies" of its foes. 
Ac Pr: Mat Scope 

 
18c. (the government’s foes) oppress ((Egyptian people)) 
(Ac) Pr: Mat ((Go)) 

 
18d. (the government’s foes) exclude ((Egyptian people)) 
(Ac) Pr: Mat ((Go)) 

 
18e. (the government) installed the interim cabinet  
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
19. "Our position must remain fixed on the need to provide legal guarantees not only for the members of 
the Brotherhood, but for every Egyptian citizen. 

(the minister) (says) 

Projection (Syr) (vrbl) 
Theme : Top Rheme   
 
19a. Our position must remain fixed on the need to provide 

legal guarantees 
Ca Pr: Rel Circ: Purpose 

 
19b. (we)  provide  legal guarantees not only for the members of the Brotherhood, but for every Egyptian 

citizen. 
(Ac) Pr: Mat Scope Recip 

 
20. Excessive force   is not permitted, " El-Din wrote on Facebook. 
Proj Syr Pr: Vrbl Circ: Man 
Theme: Top Rheme 
 
20a. Excessive force is not permitted, 
Ca Pr: Rel At 
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21. And in another sign of unease, the Tamarud youth protest movement, which mobilized millions of people 

against Morsi and has fully backed the army, 
expressed  alarm  

Cir: Man Syr Pr: vrbl Tg 
Theme: Top Marked Theme Rheme 
 
21a. Tamarud mobilised  Millions of people against Morsi 
Ac Pr: Mat Scope 

 
21b. Tamarud  backed the army 
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
22. at an announcement  that the interior minister was reviving the feared secret political police shut down after Mubarak was toppled. 
Circ: Man Ac Pr: mat Go 
 
22a. (the interior minister) announced 
Syr Pr: Vrbl 

 
22b. the interior minister was reviving  the feared secret political police 
Ac Pr: Mat Go 

 
22c. ((new government)) shut down political police 
((Ac)) Pr: Mat Go 

 
22d. Mubarak was toppled  (by the army) 
Go Pr: Mat (Ac) 



Appendix B7: 

 
AJE4 Transitivity Analysis 

 
1. Egypt’s interim PM  Defends deadly crackdown. 

Ac Pr: Mat  Tg 

Theme: top Rheme 

 

1a. (police) crack down 

(Ac) Pr: mat 

 

1b. the crackdown was Deadly 

Ca Pr: rel At 

 

2. Hazem el-Beblawi  says  decision to storm  pro-Morsi protest camps in Cairo “was not easy,”  

Syr Pr: Vrbl Proj 

Theme: top Rheme 

 

2a. (police and ministry forces) storm Pro-Morsi protest camps 

(Ac) Pr:mat Go 
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2b. (the ministry) decides to… 

sen Pr:ment Phen 

 

2c. the decision was not easy 

ca Pr: rel At 

 

3. as  death toll climbs to 525. 

Them: tex Tok Pr: rel/ mat (metaphor) Val/ Scope 

 

4. Egypt’s army-backed Interim prime 
minister  

has defended  the government’s decision to order the crushing of camps of supporters of deposed President 
Mohamed Morsi  

Ac Pr: Mat Tg    
Them: top  Rheme 

 

4a. the government has decided  to crush… 

Sen Pr: Ment Phen 
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4b. the government has ordered  the crushing…. 

Syr Pr: vrbl Tg 

 

4c. (police and the security forces) crush camps of… 

(Ac x2) Pr: mat Go 

 

4d. President Mohammed Morsi Was deposed  (by the military)  

Go Pr: mat (Ac) 

 

5. (he) saying  the authorities had no choice but to act. 

(syr) Pr: vrbl  proj 

 Theme: topc Rheme 

 

Authorities had no choice but to act 

Ac Pr: mat Affected phen 
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5a. authorities Act 

Ac Pr: mat 

 

6. In a televised statement late on Wednesday  Hazem el-Beblawi  

 

said  the decision to break up the protests “was not easy.” 

Cir: temp Syr Pr: vrbl proj 
Theme: Marked tex Rheme  

 

6a. the statement (was) televised 

ca (pr: rel) At  

 

6b. (the ministry) Decide to break up… 

(sen) Pr: ment phen 

 

6c. (police) breaks up The protest 

(Ac) Pr: mat Go 
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6d. the decision Was not easy  

ca Pr: rel At 

 

7. and (the statement) came only after the government has given mediation efforts a chance 

 (Ac) Pr: mat Scope 

 

7a. the government has given Mediation efforts a chance 

Ac Pr: mat Scope 

 

7b. ((International bodies)) mediate  

((Ac)) Pr: mat 

 

8. “We found that matters had reached a point that no self-respecting state could accept, ” He said 

Proj syr Pr: vrbl 
Theme: top Rheme   
 

8a. matters had reached  A point… 

ca Pr: rel At & Cir: cause 
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8b. we found that matters… 

sen Pr: ment phen 

 

8c. no self-respecting state could accept  (this method of protesting) 

sen Pr: ment (phen) 

 

9. Citing  what  he described as “the spread of anarchy and attacks on hospitals and police stations.”  

  syr Pr: vrbl Vrbg 
Theme: top Rheme 
 

9a. he cited  

Syr Pr: vrbl 

 

9b. (pro-Morsi supporters) spread anarchy/  on hospitals and police stations 

(Ac) Pr: mat Go 

 

9c. (pro-Morsi supporters) attacks on hospitals and police stations 
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(Ac) Pr: mat Go 

 

10. The streets of Egypt’s second city Alexandria  were  almost deserted  On Wednesday night 

Ca Pr: rel At Cir: temp 

 

11. As security forces enforced a curfew. 

 Ac Proc: mat Go 
Theme: text Rheme 

 

12. The government imposed a month-long state of emergency. 

Ac Pr: mat Cir: temp 
 

13. After riot police backed by armoured vehicles, bulldozers, and helicopters swept away two encampments of pro-
Morsi supporters.  

 Ac Pr: mat Go 
Theme: text Theme: top Rheme 

 

13a. Riot Police was backed by…. (by the ministry) 

Go Pr: mat (Ac) 
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14. (the 
disperse) 

Setting off running street 
battles  

(between both 
sides) 

in Cairo and other Egyptian cities. 

(Initi) Pr: causative  Pr: mat (Ac x2) Cir: loc 

 

15. Security forces shot dead scores of people in their assault on the camps. 

Ac Proc: mat Go Cir: loc 

Theme: top Rheme 
 

16. (he) defying International pleas to show restraint  (by the government) 

(syr) Pr: vrbl  Go Pr: mat Affected (Ac) 

 

17. after a six- week  stand-off With Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood supporters. 

Them: tex  Cir: temp Pr: mat Ac 

 

18. Vice-President Mohammed Elbaradei resigned   

Ac Pr: mat 
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19.(he) saying peaceful means could still have been found to end confrontation  

(syr) Pr: vrbl Proj 

 

19a. peaceful means Could still have been found to end confrontation 

Ca Pr: rel At 

 

19b. (both sides) Confront  

(Ac x2) Pr: mat  

 

20 but  Other members of the government have railed  behind the decision to use force 

 Sen Pr: ment Cir: man phen 

Them: tex     

 

20a. (security forces) use force (against protestors) 

Ac Pr: mat (Go) 
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21 Beblawi  said  the state of emergency would be for the shortest period possible. 
 

Syr Pr: vrbl Proj 
 

21a. the state of emergency would be for the shortest period possible. 

Ca Pr: rel At/Cir: temp 

 

22 (he) Adding that  the government was committed to an army-backed road map to restore democracy. 

(syr) Pr: vrbl  Proj 
 Theme: top Rheme 
 

21a. the government was committed to restore democracy. 

Ca Pr:rel At Cir: Reason 

 

21b. road map backed by army 

Go Pr: mat Ac 

 

21c. (the government) restore democracy  
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(Ac) Pr: mat Go 

 

23 The measure, 

scheduled  

to last For a month, imposed a curfew  in Cairo and several other 

provinces 

between 19:00 local time (17:GMT) and 06:00 

Ca Pr: rel Attri  Cir: loc Cir: temp 

Theme: topc rheme 

 

22a. (the government) imposed A curfew  

(Ac) Pr: mat Scope 

 

24 (he) (added) 25 “There was a need for the state to intervene with an extraordinary measure which 
is the emergency law.” 

(syr) (pr: vrbl) proj 

  Theme: top Rheme 

 

24a. there was a  need 
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 Pr; ex exnt 

 

24b. An extraordinary measure is  the emergency law 

tok Proc: rel val 

 

24c. The state intervene with… emergency law.  

Ac Pr: mat Cir: man 

 

25 God willing, we will continue.  

Them: interpersonal Ac Pr: mat 
 Them: top Rheme 
 

26 “We will build our democratic, civilian state,” he  said. 

Proj Syr Pr: vrbl 
Theme: top Rheme 
 
25a. We will build our democratic, civilian state,” 
Ac Pr: mat Go 
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Appendix B8: 

 
(Transitivity analysis) AAE4 

 
1. Egypt PM Beblawi: The Morsi sit-ins had to be dispersed. 

Syr Vrbg 
Them: top Rheme 
 

1a. The Morsi sit-ins had to be dispersed (by police) 

Go Pr: Mat (Ac) 

 

2. After a day of heavy clashes, Hazem Beblawi defends 

 

the intervention of the 
state 

to end pro-Morsi sit-ins; 

Cir: temp Ac Pr:Mat Tg  Cir: purp 
Them: Marked tex  Rheme 

 

2a. (police and Morsi supporters) to clash 

(Ac x2) Pr: Mat  

 

2b. the state intervene to end Pro-Morsi sit-ins 

Ac Pr: Mat Go 



  
 

 
 
 

349 

 

3. (he) says  security had to be restored. 

(syr) Pr: vrbl Proj 

 

3a. security had to be restored (by the interior ministry) 

Go Pr: mat (Ac) 

 

4. Egypt’s interim premier, Hazem El-
Beblawi, 

addressed the Egyptian nation Wednesday 
evening 

in what  he  called “a word from the 
heart,” 

syr Pr: vrbl Rec  
Them: top Rheme 

 

4a. in what he Called  “a word from the heart,” 

Theme: tex Syr Pr: vrbl vrbg 

 

4b. A word (came) from the heart 

Token (pr: Rel) Cir: man/ val 
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5. (he) 6. describing the decision to disperse the two main sit-ins held by supporters of ousted president Mohamed Morsi in Cairo and 
Giza as a difficult one. 

(Syr) Pr: Vrbl Tg Vrbg 
 Them: top Rheme 
 

5a. (government) disperse the two main sit-ins held by supporters of ousted president 

Mohamed Morsi in Cairo and Giza 

as a difficult one. 

(Ac) Pr:Mat Go Cir: man 

 

5b. the two main sit-ins held by supporters of ousted president Mohamed Morsi in Cairo and Giza 

tg Pr: mat Ac Cir: loc  

 

6 (he) (says) 7. “As a government, We respect the right of peaceful protesting.” 

(syr) (pr: vrbl) proj 
 Them: top Rheme 

 

6a. as government we respect the right of peaceful protesting.” 
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Cir: role Sen Pr: men Phen 

 

7 but in all countries of the world Those rights Are  respected As long as there is a respect for other’s rights 

 Ca pr: rel At Cir: cond 

Them: marked Text rheme 

 

7a. as long as there is A respect for other’s rights 

Them: tex  Pr: ext Extent 

 

8 and  This (right) is achieved through a state of law said El-Beblawi  

 Proj Pr: vrbl Syr 

Them: text rheme  

 

8a. this (right) is achieved (by government) through the state of law 

Go Pr: mat (Ac) Cir: man 
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9 “As a state,  we reached a level in which we cannot accept this method of protesting.” (He) (says) 

Proj Syr (Pr: vrbl) 
Them: Marked top rheme   
 

9a. As a state we reached a level in which we cannot accept this method of protesting.” 

role Ac Pr: mat scope 

 

9b. we cannot accept  this method of protesting.” 

Sen Pr: ment phen 

 

10 Still we gave 

 

a chance for reconciliation, and even for 
international meditation, 

in order to have democracy in the future. 

 Ac Pr: mat tg Cir: reason 
Them: tex Theme: top  

 

10a. (the government and protestors) reconcile 

(Ac) Pr: mat 

 



  
 

 
 
 

353 

10b. (the international community) mediate 

(Ac) Pr: mat 

 

10c. (Egyptians) have  democracy  

(ca) Pr: rel At  

 

11 but “There was no respect for the right of peaceful protest,” said  El-Beblawi. 

Proj Pr: vrbl syr 
Them: tex Rheme 

  

11a. There was no respect for the right of peaceful protest,” 

 Pr: exl exnt 

 

12 Pro-Morsi protesters abused this right by blocking roads and attacking people. 

Ac Pr: mat scope Cir: man 
Theme: top Rheme 
 

12a. Pro-Morsi protesters block roads 

Ac Pr: mat Go 
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12b. Pro-Morsi protesters attack people 

Ac Pr: mat Go 

 

13 “We respected the feelings of the Egyptians in Ramadan and Eid, but then the state had to intervene in order to restore 
the security of Egyptians,” 

said  El-Beblawi. 

Proj Pr: vrbl syr 
Theme: top Rheme       
 

13a. we respected The feelings of the Egyptians In Ramadan and Eid 

Sen Pr: ment Phen Cir:loc 

 

13b. the state had to intervene in order to restore the security of Egyptians,” 

Ac Pr: mat Cir: cause 

 

13c. the state restore The security for Egyptians 

Ac Pr: mat Go 
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14 “The dispersing of the sit-ins had to happen,” he  added. 

Proj Syr      Pr: vrbl 
 

14a. the dispersing  had to happen 

Ca Pr: rel 

 

14b. (police) disperse  the sit-ins 

(Ac) Pr: mat Go 

 

15 During the month of 
Ramadan, 

The Cabinet  authorised  the interior ministry  to disperse the pro-Morsi 
sit- 

in accordance with the law. 

Them: temp syr Pr: vrbl Rec. vrbg Cir: conting 
Them: top Rheme 
 

15a. the interior ministry disperse  the pro-Morsi sit-in 

Ac Pr: mat Go 
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16 “We demanded the police restrain itself to the maximum 
level,”  

said  the premier,  praising the interior ministry. 

Proj Pr:vrbl syr  
Them: top Rheme 
 

16a. we demanded The police 

Syr Pr:vrbl Rec 

 

16b. the police restrain  to the maximum level  

Ca Pr: rel At / Cir: man  

 

16c. the premier praise  the interior ministry  

syr Pr: mat  scope 
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17 “The first phase is achieved but now with the current chaos the state has to intervene with exceptional 
procedures,”           

he  said, 

Proj syr Pr: vrbl 
 

 

17a. the first phase Is achieved  (by the ministry) 

Go Pr: mat (Ac) 

 

17b. with the current chaos  the state has to intervene  with exceptional procedures 

Cir: mtr Ac Pr: mat Cir: man 

 

17c. ((pro Morsi supporters)) (make/create) chaos 

((Ac)) (pr: mat) Go 

 

18 referring to  the state of emergency  imposed  for a month 

Pr: vrbl ac Pr: mat Cir: temp 

Them: top rheme 
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19 El-Beblawi  
 

further stated that  the interim government was moving forward in the roadmap. 

syr Pr: vrbl Proj 
 

 

19a. the interim government Was moving forward In the roadmap 

Ac Pr: mat Go/cir: purps 

 

20 and (the minister) wishes  

 

to accomplish the drafting of a constitution that would bring about a state that was 
neither religious nor military-based. 

 (sen) Pr: men phen 
Them: tex  rheme 

 

20a. (the state) accomplish the drafting of a constitution 

(ac) Pr: mat Go 

 

20b. the drafting of a constitution Would bring about a state that was neither religious nor military-based. 
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ca Pr: rel At 

 

20c. a state was neither religious nor military-based. 

ca Pr: rel At 

 

21 On 
Wednesday 

The interior 
ministry 

started dispersing  the two main pro-Morsi 
sit-ins  

at Rabaa Al-Adawiya Mosque in Nasr City and Al-
Nahda Square in Giza. 

Cir: temp Ac Pr: mat Go Cir: loc 
 Them: top rheme 

 

22 Clashes erupted nationwide leaving at least 149 civilians 

Them: top rheme 

 

22a. (Pro Morsi supporters and security 
forces) 

erupted clashes nationwide 

(Ac x2) Initiator Pr: mat  Scope/ pr:  medium cir: loc 

 

22b. clashes left 149 civilians 

tok Pr: rel Val 
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23 and According to the interior 
ministry, 

43 security personnel killed In addition to many more injured. 

Them: tex Syr  proj  

  Them: top Rheme 

 

23a. 43 security personnel Were killed (by pro-Morsi supporters) 

Go Pr: mat (Ac) 

 

23b. many more Were injured (by pro-Morsi supporters) 

Go Pr: mat (Ac) 

 

24 In addition to clashes at the sit-in venues, confrontations also 
erupted 

between pro-Morsi 
demonstrators and security 
forces 

in several governorates around the 
country. 

Them: tex  Pr: ,mat (Ac x2) Cir: loc 
  Them: top Rheme 
  

24a. (Pro Morsi supporters and security forces) clash at the sit-in venues, 

(Ac x2) Pr: Mat Cir: loc 
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25 A number of churches and Coptic shops  were also torched  by Morsi supporters.   

 Go Pr: mat Ac 
 

26 Vice President resigned 

 Ac Pr: mat 
 

27. (Vice President) stating a political solution could have been reached 

 (Ac) Pr: vrbl Proj  
 
27a. a political solution ould have been reached  (to tackle the situation) 
ca Pr:Rel (At) 
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Appendix C1: Appraisal Analysis (AAE1): 
 

 
Attitude: Underlined 
Engagement: (parenthesis)  
Graduation: in bold 
 

SN 1. Morsi family accuses Egypt army of  ('kidnapping president' ) 
Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude  Insc; Judg: SoSt: -Prop  [[ evaluation of the army’s practice]] 
Engagement Het; Exp; Dist 
Graduation  

 
SN 2. Ousted president Mohamed Morsi's children accuse army of carrying out ( 'destructive coup' ) and their 

father's kidnapping  
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Judg: Appr; - Compos [[evaluation of the army]] 

Engagement Het; Exp; Dist [[ from the family’s voice]] 

Graduation force: intensified 
 

SN 3. The ousted president Mohamed Morsi's family held a press conference in Cairo's Engineers' Syndicate 
Monday to denounce the ( "illegal detention" ) of their father, accusing the army of "kidnapping" him.  

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Judg; Appre: -compos & evoked -Prop [[ evaluation of the army’s practice]] 

Engagement Het; Exp: Dist [[ from the reported construal of Morsi’s family]] 

Graduation Force; intensified  
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SN 4. Mohamed Morsi, who was the first elected civil president to rule Egypt, was removed from his post by 

the army amid massive protests against him on 3 July.  
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1 Insc; Judg: SoEs: +Prop [[ the target is Morsi]] 
2 inscribed; Appre  

Engagement  
 

Graduation 1  Quantity 
2 Quantity 

 
SN 5. Since his removal, Morsi has been kept in an 

undisclosed location. Key attendees included 
Morsi's daughter Shaimaa, his son Osama, and his 
youngest son Abdallah. 

Morsi's daughter ( criticised ) the military's role in what 
she (referred)  to as a destructive military coup led by the 
Minister of Defence Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and the 
"kidnapping" of her father.  
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Judg; Appre/ valuat ;  [[ the target is Morsi’s 
whereabout]]. 

1 Insc; Judg: Appre -Compos ; [[evaluation of the 
military’s practice]]; 
2 iInscribed; aff: -sec 

Engagement  1 Het; Expa; Dist; 
2 Het; Expa; Acknowlg 
 

Graduation Force: intensified 
 

 Force: intensified 
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SN 5. "I hold El-Sisi responsible for anything that happens to my father's health while he is in captivity," she 
(exclaimed, denouncing) his incarceration as ( "a criminal act against human rights.")  

 
Appraisal 
Analysis 

Attitude Insc; Judg: soEs: -Prop[[ evaluation of  Morsi’s captivity]] 

Engagement 1 Het; Exp; Dist 
2 Het; Exp; Dist 

Graduation  Force: intensified 
 

SN 7. Earlier on Monday, Gehad El-Haddad, the 
spokesman of the Muslim Brotherhood’s Freedom 
and Justice Party, (refuted) reports that the ousted 
president has started a hunger strike in protest of his 
detention.  
 

El-Haddad said that there is no information on Morsi or 
his whereabouts as there has been no communication with 
him ever since he was removed from his post.  

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Evok; Judg; Soc Est:  +Ten  

Engagement Het; Expa; Acknowlg  

Graduation Force; intensified Force; intensified 
 

SN 8. "Even the EU is concerned about Morsi's 
captivity and health illustrated by Catherine 
Ashton's recent visit demanding his release," said 
Mohamed El-Damaty, head of lawyers syndicate 
freedoms committee and member of the syndicate’s 
board.  

Morsi's elder son Osama, an acting lawyer since 2006, 
(threatened ) El-Sisi of the repercussions of the "crime he 
committed against democracy." Osama said that his 
family might seek help from the International Criminal 
Court.  
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude evok; Judg: SoEs: -Prop [[ evaluation of the 
army’s practice]] 

1 insc; Judg: soEs: -Prop [[ evaluation of the military’s 
intervention ]] 
2 evok; Judg: SoEs; + Cap 

Engagement  Het; Exp; Acknowlg; 
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Graduation 1Force; Intensified 
2Force; intensified  

 

 
SN 9. Morsi's son (denied) that his father has health 

problems, denouncing rumours of liver failure. 
Anyone who claims otherwise is ( "spreading lies,") 
he added.  
 

When asked how he intends to reinstate his father as the 
legitimate president1, Morsi's son referred to local and 
international laws as the backbone of his and his father's 
supporters quest.  
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude insc; Judg: Socl Est: -Prop  1 inscribed; Judgement: soEs+Prop [[ evaluation of the 
ousted President]] 
 2 evoked; Judgement: SoEs; + Cap [[ evaluation of the 
family’s position ]] 

Engagement Disclaim: Deny 
Spreading lies Het; Exp; Dist [[ from the son’s 
claim]] 

 

Graduation Force; intensified  
 

SN 10.International intervention was (rejected) by Osama and other speakers. "We are against any foreign 
interference in Egyptian political affairs," affirmed El-Damaty.  

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1Insc; Judg: Soc Est; - Capac   
2Insc; Judg: Soc Est: -Tenac 

Engagement Disclaim: Deny 

Graduation Force; intensified 
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Appendix C2:  Appraisal Analysis (AJE1) 

SN 1. Family accuses Egypt army of kidnapping Morsi  
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Judg: SoEs: -Prop [[ evaluation of the army’s practice]] 
 

Engagement Disclaim: endorsement  
Graduation  

 
SN 2. Ousted president's family says military kidnapped him and (promises) to take legal action.  

 
Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1Insc; Judg: Soc Est: -Prop [[ evaluation of the military]] 
 
2evok; Judg: Soc Est: +Tenac  [[ evaluation of the family’s determination]] 
 

Engagement Het; Exp; Acknowlg 
 

Graduation  
 

 
SN 3. The family of ousted Egyptian President Mohammed 

Morsi has accused the country's military of ("kidnapping" ) 
him, and says it holds the military responsible for his 
safety and security.  

The statement is the first from Morsi's family since 
the military overthrew him on July 3. The deposed 
president's daughter, Shaimaa, read out the 
statement at a news conference in Cairo on 
Monday. 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1Insc; Judg: SoEs: -Prop 
2evoked; affect: -sec 

Appre; -Complx 

Engagement Het; Exp; Acknowlg   

Graduation Force; intensified Force; intensified 
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SN 4. "We are taking local and international legal measures against Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the leader of the bloody  

military coup, and his putschist group," Shaimaa Mohamed Morsi (told) reporters. 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1 Insc; Judg: SoEs: -Prop [[ evaluation of the military]] 
2 Insc; Appr ; [[ the target is the army]] 

Engagement Het; Exp; Acknowledging  
Graduation Force; intensified 

 
SN 5. Morsi has been held incommunicado at an 

undisclosed location since the military coup. 
Government officials have (said) he is safe 
and is being held for his own protection.  
 

One of Morsi's sons, Osama, (described) his father's detention as 
the "embodiment of the abduction of popular will and a whole 
nation," and (said) the family (would) take all legal actions to 
end his detention. 
 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1evoked; Judgement: SoEs: -propriety 
2Judgment; SoEs: norm 

1Inscribed; Judgement: social esteem: +propriety 
2Inscribed; Judgement: Social esteem; + Capacity 

Engagement Het; Exp; acknowledging  Het; Exp; acknowledging; 
Het; Exp; entertaining 

Graduation Force; intensified  Force: quan 
 

SN 6. "What happened is a crime of kidnapping," 
(said) Osama.  
 

"I can't find any legal means to have access to him.”  
 

Appraisal 
Analysis 

Attitude Insc; Judg: SoEs: -Prop evoked; Judg: SoEs: -Tenac [[ evaluation of Morsifamily]] 

Engagement Het; Exp; Acknowledging  

Graduation   Force; intensified 
 

 
SN 7. "We warn Abdel-Fatah el-Sissi and his coup leaders against harming the life, health or safety of the legitimate 

president, our father." & (evoked; affect: -security) 
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Apprais
al 
Categor
y 

Attitude 1 Insc; Judg: SoEs: -Prop [[ target the army]] 
2Insc; Judg: SoEs: + Prop & evoked; Affect: -Sec 

Engagement  

Graduation  
 

SN 8. Supporters of Morsi, who was ousted after a single turbulent year of rule, have pressed demonstrations, 
holding marches and protests across the country since his fall.  
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1 insc; affect: -Sec 
2 Insc; Judg: SoEs; + Cap 

Engagement  
Graduation 1Force; intensified 

2Force; quan 
 

SN 9. Thousands of Morsi loyalists have been massed 
in Cairo's Rabaa al-Adawiya square for about three 
weeks  

(demanding) his reinstatement and (denouncing) General 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the army chief behind his 
overthrow.  

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Judg: SoEs; + Cap Insc; Judg: SoEs: -Prop 

Engagement  Het; Exp; acknowledging 

Graduation 1Force; quan; Upscaling 
2Force; quan 
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Appendix C3:  Appraisal Analysis (AAE2) 

 
 

SN 1. US Obama halts delivery of F-16s to Egypt given 'current situation’. 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Evok; Aff: -Sec ; [[ target: evoking the military’s intervention]] 
Engagement Het; Exp; Acknowlg [[the authorial voice]] 
Graduation  

 
SN 2. Following Egypt's army chief's call for protests to support army and police  ('against terrorism' )US 

suspends delivery of fighter jets to Egypt. 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1 evok; judg: SoSan: +Prop ; [[ evolution to army and police]] 
2 inscribed; affect: -Sec. 

Engagement Het; Exp; acknowlg 

Graduation  
 

SN 3. President Barack Obama has decided to 
halt the delivery of F-16 fighter jets to Egypt 
for an undetermined period  
 

due to the ( "current situation" ) on the ground there, the 
Pentagon said on Wednesday. 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Evok; affect: -Sec Insc; aff: -Sec 

Engagement  Het; Exp; acknowlg 

Graduation Intensified Force  
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SN 4. "Given the current situation in Egypt we 
do not believe it is appropriate to move 
forward at this time with the delivery of F-
16s,"  
 

Pentagon spokesman George Little (told) reporters, adding Obama's 
decision was made with the unanimous consent of his entire 
national security team.  
 

Apprais
al 
Categor
y 

Attitude 1 evok; Affect: -Sec 
2 Insc; Affect:  Appr; +complx 

inscribed; judg: SoEs: +Cap 

Engagement  Het; Exp; acknowlg 

Graduation   
Intensified quan; Upscaling 

 
SN 5. Violence has surged in Egypt  since the popularly-backed military overthrow of Mohamed Morsi 

Egypt's first democratically elected president.  
Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Aff: -Sec 1 Inscribed; judg: SoEs: + Prop (taget the army’s overthrow]] 
2 Inscribed; judg: SoSan: +Prop [[ evaluation of the ousted 
President]] 

Engagement   

Graduation  Intensified Force  
 

SN 6. Egyptian army chief Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi has called for 
nationwide rallies on Friday, to mandate the armed forces and 
police to crackdown on ( "violence and terrorism," 2) 

following the series of violent clashes  & 
across the country  
 
 

Appraisal 
Analysis 

Attitude  evok; judg: SoSan: -prop. [[ evaluation of Morsi followers]] insc; aff: -Sec 

Engagement Het; Exp; acknowlg  

Graduation Quan 1 quan; Upscaling  
2  Force 
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Appendix C4: Appraisal Analysis (AJE2) 

 
 

SN 1. US delays F-16 fighter jet delivery to Egypt  
Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Judg: +Norm  
Engagement  
Graduation  

 
SN 2. The U.S. is delaying delivery of four 

F-16 fighter jets to Egypt amid unrest  
following the military's overthrow of Mohammed Morsi as 
president.  
 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Affect: -Sec evok; judg: SoSan: -prop [[ evaluation of the military’s practice]] 
Engagement   
Graduation Quant  

 
SN 3.  "President Barack Obama made the decision to hold up 

the F-16 delivery  while the administration continues to 
review options and consult with Congress on military 
assistance generally,"  

Pentagon press secretary George Little on 
Wednesday. He said the decision was made 
given the overall situation in Egypt. .  

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Evok; Aff:  Appr; +Complx Inscribed; judg: SoEs: +Tenac 

Engagement    

Graduation   Intensified Force 
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SN 4. "We remain committed to the US-
Egypt defense relationship  

everything that we do and say will continue to be focused on 
Moving forward, hastening Egypt's return to a democratically 
elected government  as soon as possible," he added. 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Judg: Soc Est: +Tenac 1 Inscribed; judg: SoEs: +Tena 
2 Inscribed; judg: SoEs: +Prop 

Engagement   

Graduation  Quan; Downscaling 
 

SN 5. As there is no timetable for proceeding with the delivery, Pentagon was not specific about the reasons 
for delaying it. US Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel also called Egypt's military chief, General Sisi, on 
Wednesday to discuss the administration's decision. 

 
 

Appraisal 
Analysis 

Attitude evoked; Aff: Appr; +complx.  

Engagement  

Graduation  
 

SN 6. The four F-16s are part of 
a previously arranged sale of 
20 jets.  
 
 

Eight of the F-16s were 
delivered earlier this year; 

after the four originally set for delivery this week the 
final eight were to be sent later this year. Also on 
order by the Egyptian military are US-made M1A1 
Abrams tanks; the administration has not yet decided 
whether to go ahead with those.  

Apprai
sal 
Catego
ry 

Attitude   Inscribed; judg: social esteem: -tenacity 

Engagement    

Graduation 1  quan 
2 quan; upscaling  

quan 1  quan 
2 quan; upscaling 

 
 



  
 

 
 
 

373 

 
SN 7. The delay is the first direct action the US has 

taken since the Egyptian military ousted Morsi and 
installed a new civilian government  

Under US law, military aid to a country that underwent 
a coup d'etat must be suspended. 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude inscribed; judgment: SoSan: +Prop [[evaluation of 
the military]] 

(evoked; judgment: SoSan: -Prop [[evaluation of the 
military]] 
 

Engagement   
Graduation Quan; Downscaling Intensified Force 

 
SN 8. The Obama administration still has not 

decided whether to call Mursi's overthrow a 
coup.  

1Egypt is a key ally in the Middle East and 2 the Obama 
administration is reluctant to cut off the $1.3bn aid package 
it sends to Cairo every year  
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Appr: evoked complx, evoked –prop, and 
evoked –ten. Target; military intervention 

1 Inscribed judg; + Ver 
2 Inscribed judg: -tTen 

Graduation  Quan 
 

SN 9. This year's military exercise called Bright 
Star with Egypt is still scheduled to go ahead as 
planned. Bright Star has been a centerpiece of 
the two countries' military relations for 
decades. 
 

It usually is held every other year, but the 2011 maneuvers 
were canceled following the revolution that ousted 
President Hosni Mubarak. This year's exercise is tentatively 
planned to begin in mid-September. 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude inscribed; judg: +Norm evoked; affect: -Sec 

Engagement   

Graduation 1  quan 
2 quan; Upscaling 
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Appendix C5: Appraisal Analysis (AJE3) 

 
SN 1. Egypt official  

 
(warns) Brotherhood again 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude    
Engagement  Het; Expa; acknowledging  
Graduation    Quan; Upscaling 

 
SN 2. Egypt's interim interior minister issues second 

warning 
to pro-Morsi rallies as Muslim Brotherhood vows to 
continue 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude   Inscribed; Judg: SoEs; +Tenac 
Engagement Het; Expa; acknowledging  
Graduation quan  

 
SN 3. Egypt's interior minister  

 
has pledged to deal decisively with any attempts to destabilise the country, 

Apprais
al 
Categor
y 

Attitude  Insc; Judgement:SoEs: +Tenac  1 Insc; Judgement: SoEs: +Cap  
2 evok; Aff: -Sec. 

Engagement    

Graduation   Force; intensifying 
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SN 4. a thinly veiled  warning  
 

to supporters of ousted President Mohamed Morsi occupying  two squares in Cairo 
in a month-long stand-off with the security forces 

Appraisal 
Category  

Attitude  1 Insc; Judg: SoEs; + Capac 
2 evok; Aff: -Sec. 

Engagement   
Graduation force; intensifying Quan 

 
 
SN 5. Sunday's warning came as authorities 

said that the death toll in weekend clashes 
between Morsi's backers and security 
forces  

near one of the sit-ins had reached 72, 1in the deadliest single 
outbreak of violence since the July 3 military 2  coup. 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Inscr; Aff: -sec 1 Insc; Aff: -Sec,  
2  Insc; Judgement: SoEs: -Prop [[ evaluation of the army]] 

Engagement   
Graduation  Force & Quant; Upscaling 

 
SN 6. "I assure the people of Egypt that the police are                  

1 determined to 2 maintain security and safety to their nation 
and are capable of doing so,  

Mohamed Ibrahim (told) a graduation ceremony at 
the national police academy. 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1 Inscribed; Judg: SoEs: +Tenac 
2 evok; aff: +Sec 

 

Engagement  Het; Exp; Acknowg 
Graduation   
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SN 7. "We will very 1 decisively deal with any attempt to 2 undermine stability,"  
said Ibrahim, who is in charge of the police. 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1 Insc; Judg: SoEs: +Tenac  
2 evoked; affect: -Sec 

 

Engagement  
Graduation Force; intensifying 

Force; intensifying 
 
SN 8. (In an apparent show of support) for the 

police,  
a smiling military chief, Abdel Fatah el Sisi, turned up at a 
graduation ceremony on Sunday broadcast live on state 
television, receiving a standing ovation from the recruits 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Judgement: SoEs; + Cap. Insc; Appr; reaction; Impact; 
 

Engagement Expand; entertaining  
Graduation   

SN 9. Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim hailed him as ("Egypt's devoted son") 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Inscribed; Judg: SoEs: +Ver [[ evaluation of the General ]] 
Engagement Het; Exp; Dist 
Graduation  
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SN 10. Al Jazeera's Hoda Abdel Hamid, reporting from Cairo,  
said his comments come off the back of events over the past week, " 
beginning with the (1 "popular mandate") given to the army to 2 "fight terrorism” 

Appraisal 
Category  

Attitude 1 Insc; Judgement: SoEs +Prop [[ target the General ]] 
2 Insc; affect: -Sec & evok;  -Prop [[ evaluation of MB’s protestors]] 

Engagement Het; Exp; Dist 
Graduation Force;intensifying 

 
 
SN 11. "By association, the police also got the same mandate. 

We've already seen them co-operating on the ground,  
and we've already heard they will be co-operating 
together in the coming days." 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Judg:SoEs; + Cap. evok; Judg: SoEs: +Ten. 
Engagement   
Graduation   

 
SN 12. (However), in one of the first (signs of 

doubt) from within the interim cabinet 
installed after the military takeover,  

Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs Ziad Bahaa El-Din said 
the government must not copy the "oppressive and 
exclusionary policies" of its foes. 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude  Insc; Judgement: SoEs: -Prop [[ Target the government]] 
Engagement 1 Disclaim: Counter 

2 Expand; entertaining 
 

Graduation  Force; intensifying  
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SN 13. "Our position must remain fixed on the need to provide 

legal guarantees not only for the members of the Brotherhood, 
but for every Egyptian citizen  

Excessive force is not permitted," El-Din wrote on 
Facebook.  

Appraisal 
Category  

Attitude Insc; judgment: SoEs +Tenac evok; Judgement: SoEs: -Prop;[[ target police]] 
Engagement   
Graduation Force: intensified. Force: Intensified. 

 
SN 14. And in another sign of 

unease, the Tamarud youth 
protest movement, which 
mobilised millions of 
people  

against Morsi and has fully backed the army, expressed alarm at an 
announcement that the interior minister was reviving the feared secret political 
police shut down after Mubarak was toppled. 

Appraisal 
Category  

Attitude evok; Aff: -Sec Inscribed; Judg: SoEs; + Cap 

Engagement   

Graduation Quan; Upscaling Quan; Upscaling  
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Appendix C6: Appraisal Analysis (AAE3) 

 
 

SN 1.Police won't 
allow 

'mad people' to disturb Egypt's peace: Minister 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude evok; Judg: 
SoEs: +Tenac 

Insc; Judgement: SoEs: -
Prop & -Norm 
[[ evaluation of Morsi’s 
supporters]] 

evok; Judg: -Sec 

Engagement  Mad people Heterogloss; 
Expansion; 
acknowledging 

 

Graduation    
 

SN 2.Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim 
urges new officers 'to protect the 30 June 
revolution' 
 

the 30 June revolution' 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude evok; affect: -Sec ; [[ the target is 
Morsi’s supporters]] 

evok; Att; Appr; impact  

Engagement 'to protect the 30 June revolution' 
Heterogloss; Expan; acknowlg 

 

Graduation Force; intensified  
 

SN 3.General Mohamed 
Ibrahim, Egypt's 
Minister of Interior, 
said all efforts will be 

to protect national 
security, 

adding that all police 
exertions 

are a result of their return to the 
("side of the Egyptian people.") 
Minister 
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taken 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Judg: SoEs: 
+Tenac 

Insc; Aff:+Sec Insc; Judg: SoEs: +Capac Insc; Judg: SoEs: +Tenac [[ 
evaluation of the army]] 

Engagement    Heterogloss; Expan; acknowlg 

Graduation Force; Intensified  Force; Intensified  
 

SN 4.He called on the officers to support him in his security efforts 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Judg: SoEs: +Tenac 
Engagement  
Graduation  

 
SN 5. 30 June revolution 

(confirmed ) the extent of 
pressure police officers faced 

and that the ministry of interior 
insists on responding to the 
call of Egyptians 

and all its men are paying dearly under 
the rule of law," 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude evok; Aff: -Sec 
 

Insc; Judg: SoEs: +Tenac Insc; Judg: SoEs: +Norm 

Engagement Proclaim; Endors   

Graduation 
 

  Quan; upscaling 
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SN 6.We will not allow any mad, spiteful men to disturb the peace." 
Appraisal 
Analysis 

Attitude Insc; Judg: SoEs; 
+Tenac 

Inscribed; Judg: SoEs: -propriety & -Norm 
[[ evaluation of Morsi’s supporters]] 

evok; Aff: -Sec. 
 

Engagement    

Graduation 
 

   

 
SN 7." 1 Salute to the great Egyptian people who made these 

miracles  2 impressing the whole world 
giving the police and army the mandate to respond 
decisively 

to anyone who poses a 
risk to the stability of the 
nation," 

Ibrahim stressed. 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1 Insc; Aff: Appr; reaction; impact 
2 evok; Judg: SoEs: +Capac 
 

evok; Aff: -Sec [[ target 
Morsi’s supporter]] 
 

 

Engagement    

Graduation 1 Force:intensified 
2 Force: intensified 

Force: intensified Force: intensified 

 
SN 8. He also saluted Field Marshal Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and the 

armed forces "for honouring to the popular will of the people, 
and 1 protecting the nation from 2 eminent 
danger." 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude evoked; Judg; SoSa : +Propriety  1 Insc ; Aff: +Sec 
2 evok ; Aff: -Sec [[ evaluation of Morsi’s 
supporters ]] 
 

Engagement  
 

 

Graduation 
 

 Force: intensified 
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SN 9. This statement comes one 
day following clashes 
between the police and 
Morsi supporters 

in Nasr City which left 1 at least 100 protesters 
dead and 2 hundreds more injured 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Aff: -Sec Insc; Aff: -Sec 

Engagement   

Graduation  1 Quan; Upscaling 
2 Quan; Upscaling 
 

 
SN 10. The ministry of 

interior claims that the 
sit-in was not peaceful 

and that police was attacked by 1 armed protesters, 
2 escalating the conflict. 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude evok; Judg: SoEs: -Prop 
[[ target : protestors]] 

1 Insc; Judg:SoEs: -Prop [[ evaluation of protestors]] 
2 Insc; Aff: -Sec 

Engagement   
Graduation  Force: intensified 

 
SN 11.Morsi supporters, however, maintain the police attacked them 

in cold blood. 
Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Judg: SoEs: +Tenac 
Engagement   
Graduation  Focus; sharpen 
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Appendix C7: Appraisal Analysis AJE4 

 
SN 1. Egypt's interim PM defends deadly  

crackdown  
Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude   
Engagement   
Graduation Force; intensified  

 
SN 2. Hazem el-Beblawi says decision to storm pro-Morsi protest camps in Cairo ( "was not easy", ) 

 
Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude evoked; Aff: Appr; +complx.  

Engagement Het; Expand: Acknowlg  [[PM’s positioning ]] 

Graduation  
 

SN 3. as death toll climbs 
to 525  
 

Interim prime minister has defended 
the government's decision to order 
the crushing  

of camps of supporters of deposed President 
Mohamed Morsi. saying the authorities had 
no choice but to act.  

Apprais
al 
Categor
y 

Attitude Inscribed; Aff:-Sec evoked; Judg; SoSan: -Prop Insc; Aff: -incli 

Engagement    

Graduation quan;  Upscaling Force; intensified Force; intensified 
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SN 4. Hazem el-Beblawi said the decision to break up the protests "was not easy"  
Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude evok; Judgment: SoEs: +Tenac 
Engagement Expand; aknowlg [[ the PM’s voice]] 
Graduation  

 
SN 5. "We found that matters  

had reached a point that no self-
respecting state(could ) accept he 
said, 

1 (citing) what he described as 2 ( "the 
spread of anarchy and attacks on 
hospitals and police stations”) 

Security forces enforced a 
curfew.  

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Appr: +Complx Insc; Att; Aff: -Sec Insc; Judg: +Capac 

Engagement  1 = Het; Expa: Acknowlg [[ PM’s 
voice]] 
2  Het; Expand: Dist from PM’s 
position 

 

Graduation    
 

SN 6. The government 
imposed a month-long 
state of emergency  
 

Riot police backed by armoured vehicles, 
bulldozers and helicopters  
 

swept away  two encampments of 
pro-Morsi supporters. 

Appraisal 
Analysis 

Attitude Inscribed; Aff: -Sec Insc; Judg: SoEs: +Capac Insc; Aff: -Sec 

Engagement    

Graduation Force: quan  Force; Intensified 
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SN 7. Security forces shot dead scores of people in their assault on the camps. 

Apprais
al 
Categor
y 

Attitude Insc; Att;Aff: -Sec & 
evok; Judgment; SoSa: -Prop [[ evaluation of security forces ]] 

Engagement   

Graduation  Intensified; quantity 
 

SN 8. Beblawi said the state of emergency (would be) 
for the shortest period possible,  
 

the government was committed to an army-backed road 
map to restore democracy  

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Aff: -Sec evok; Judg: SoEs: +Tenac 
Engagement Expand; entertaining  
Graduation Quan; downscaling  

 
SN 9. "There ( was a need) for 

the state to intervene  
 

with an extraordinary measure  which is the emergency law. 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude evok; Judg: SoEs: +Capac evoked; Att; Appr: +Compos 

Engagement Expand; entertaining   

Graduation   
 

SN 10. God willing, we will 
continue.  

We will build our democratic, civilian state," he said. 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; judg: SoEs: +Ten Insc; Appr; Compos; + Balance 
Engagement   
Graduation   
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Appendix C8: Appraisal Analysis AAE4 

SN 1. Egypt PM Beblawi: The Morsi sit-ins had to be dispersed  
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Aff:  -Incli [[ Target: the manner to break up the protests]] 
Engagement Expand; entertaining 
Graduation  

 
SN 2. After a day of heavy 

clashes,  
 
 

Hazem Beblawi defends the 
intervention of the state to end pro-
Morsi sit-ins 

; says security had to be restored 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; Aff: -Sec Insc; Aff: -Sec evoked: Judgement: +Prop [[ evaluation of El 
Beblawi]] 

Engagement   Expand; entertaining 

Graduation Force; intensified    
 

SN 3. Egypt's interim premier, Hazem El-Beblawi, 
addressed the Egyptian nation Wednesday evening 
in what he called ( "a word from the heart," ) 
 

describing the decision to disperse the two  main sit-ins held 
by supporters of ousted2  president Mohamed Morsi in Cairo 
and Giza as a difficult one2  

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Judgment; SoSan: +Ver   
evok; judgment: Appr: +complex). 

Engagemen
t 

Expand, acknowlg [[ the PM’s voice]]  

Graduation  1 Force; Quan 
2 Force; inensified 
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SN 4. "As a government, 1 we respect the right 

of peaceful protesting But 2 in all countries 
of the world  

those rights are respected as long as there is a respect for others' 
rights, and this is achieved through a state of law," said El-
Beblawi. 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude 1  evok; Judgment: SoSan: +Prop. 
2 evok; Judgement; SoEs: + Norm 

evok; judgment: SoSan: +Prop [[ evaluation of the 
government]] 

Engagement   
Graduation Force; quan; upscaling  

 

SN 5. "As a state, we reached a 
level in which we cannot 
accept this method of 
protesting  
 

Still we 1 gave a chance for 
reconciliation, and even for 
international meditation, in order to 
have democracy in the future2  

But there was no respect for the right of 
peaceful protest,” said El-Beblawi, adding 
that Pro-Morsi protesters abused 1   this 
right by blocking roads and attacking 
people 2. 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Evok;Judgement; SOoEs: 
+Ten.   
“we”- Incli [[ Target: Morsi 
supporters and their kind of 
protesting]]  

1 Insc; Judgment: SoSan: +Prop 
“we”- incli 
2 insc; judgment: SoSan: +Prop. 

1  Insc; judgment; SoSan: - Prop.[[ 
evaluation of protestors ]] 
 2 Insc; Aff: -Sec 

Engagement    

Graduation    
 

SN 6. "We respected the feelings of the Egyptians in Ramadan and 
Eid, but then the state (had to intervene) in order to restore the 
security2 of Egyptians,"  

said El-Beblawi. "The dispersing of the sit-ins 
had to happen," he added. 

Appraisal 
Analysis 

Attitude 1  Insc; Aff:  -Incli  
2 Evok; Aff: +Sec. 

Insc; Aff:  -Incli 

Engagement Expand; Entertaining   

Graduation   
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SN 7. During the month of Ramadan, the Cabinet authorised the interior ministry to disperse1  the pro-Morsi sit-in in 
accordance with the law 2 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude  1 evok; Judgment: SoEs; +Cap. 
 2 inscribed; Judgment: + Prop. 

Engagement  

Graduation  
 

 
SN 8. "We demanded the police restrain 

itself to the maximum level," said 
the premier, praising the interior 
ministry. 
 
 

"The first phase is achieved, but now 
with the current chaos !  the state has to 
intervene "   with exceptional procedures,"# 
he said,  
 

referring to the state of 
emergency imposed for a 
month starting Wednesday 
4pm. 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Insc; judg: SoSan: +prop. 
 

!  inscribed; affect: -Sec. 
"#Insc; Aff:  -Incli 

Insc; Aff: -Sec  
 

Engagement   #  
Graduation Force; intensified; upscaling Quan 

Force; intensified 
Quan 

 
SN 9. El-Beblawi further stated that the interim government was 

moving forward in the roadmap  
 

and wishes to accomplish the drafting of a 
constitution!  that would bring about a state that 
was neither religious nor military-based"   

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude Inscribed; judg: SoEs: +Ten  !  Insc; Aff:  -Incli 
"  Insc; Att;: Appr; +Balance 

Engagement   #

Graduation   
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SN 10. On Wednesday, the interior ministry started 
dispersing the two main pro-Morsi sit-ins at Rabaa 
Al-Adawiya Mosque in Nasr City and Al-Nahda 
Square in Giza! .  Clashes"  erupted nationwide!  
leaving at least 149"  civilians and,  
 

according to the interior ministry, 43!  security personnel 
killed!  in addition to many more"  injured"    

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude inscribed; affect: -Sec. !  inscribed; affect: -Sec. 
"  inscribed; affect: -Sec. 

Engagement  # #

Graduation !  Force: intensifying  
"  Quan ; upscaling 

!  Quan ;upscaling 
"  Quan; upscaling 

 
 

SN 11. In addition to clashes!  at the sit-in venues, 
confrontations"  also erupted  between pro-Morsi 
demonstrators and security forces in several governorates 
around the country  

A number of churches and Coptic shops were also 
torched by Morsi supporters.   
 
 

Appraisal 
Category 

Attitude !#insc; affect: -Sec 
"#inscr; affect: -Sec 

judgment; SoEs: - sec & SoSan; - Prop [[ 
evaluation of Morsi followers ]] 

Engagement  
#

 

Graduation !  Force: intensifying. 
"  Force; quan. 
 

Force; Quan 
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Appendix D1: Modality Analysis (AJE1) 
 

1-! I can't find any legal means to have access to him.  

2-! Thousands of Morsi loyalists have been massed in Cairo's Rabaa al-Adawiya square for about three weeks, 

demanding his reinstatement. 

3-! The family would take all legal actions to end his detention. 
 
 

Modal Type of Modality Value/degree of 
commitment 

Explicit/implicit mode Orientation 

 High Media
n 

Low  

Can Epistemic: -probability  ! !    Implicit Subjective 
Demand Deontic: obligation ! !    Explicit Subjective  
Would Deontic: 

willingness/inclination 
! !    Implicit Subjective 
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Appendix D2: Modality Analysis (AAE1) 
 

1-! Osama said that his family might seek help from the International Criminal Court.  

 

2-! Even the EU is concerned about Morsi's captivity and health illustrated by Catherine Ashton's recent visit demanding 

his release," 
 
 

Modal Type of Modality Value/degree of 
commitment 

Explicit/implicit 
mode 

Orientation 

 High Median Low  
Might Deontic: probability   ! !   Implicit Subjective 
Demand Deontic: obligation ! !    Explicit Subjective  
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Appendix D3: Modality Analysis (AAE2) 
 

1-! El-Sisi has called for nationwide rallies on Friday to mandate the armed forces and police to crackdown on 
"violence and terrorism”. 
 

2-! We do not believe it is appropriate to move forward at this time with the delivery of F-16s.  
 
 

 
Modal Type of Modality Value/degree of 

commitment 
Explicit/implicit 
mode 

Orientation 

 High Median Low  
1. mandate Deontic: obligation ! !    Explicit Subjective  
2. believe Epistemic: -probability    ! !  Implicit Subjective 
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Appendix D4: Modality Analysis (AJE2) 
 

1.! Pentagon was not specific about the reasons for delaying it.  
 

2.! Under US law, military aid to a country that underwent a coup d’état must be suspended.  
 

3.! Moving forward, everything that we do and say will continue to be focused on hastening Egypt's return to a 
democratically elected government.  

 
 

 
Modal Type of Modality Value/degree of 

commitment 
Explicit/implicit 
mode 

Orientation 

 High Median Low  
Specific Deontic: -probability    ! !  Implicit Subjective 
Must Deontic: obligation ! !    Implicit subjective 
ill Deontic: 

willingness/inclination 
 ! !   Implicit  Subjective  
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Appendix D5: Modality Analysis (AAE3) 
 

1.! Police won't allow 'mad people' to disturb Egypt's peace: Minister 
2.! General Mohamed Ibrahim, Egypt's Minister of Interior, said all efforts will be taken to protect national security,  
3.! "We will not allow any mad, spiteful men to disturb the peace." 
4.! giving the police and army the mandate to respond decisively to anyone who poses a risk to the stability of the 

nation," Ibrahim stressed. 
 
 

Modal Type of Modality Value/degree of 
commitment 

Explicit/implicit 
mode 

Orientation 

 High Median Low  
1. Will Deontic: -

willingness/inclination 
 ! !   Implicit  Subjective  

2. will Deontic: 
willingness/inclination 

! !    Implicit  Subjective  

3. will Deontic: 
willingness/inclination 

! !    Implicit  Subjective  

4. mandate Deontic: obligation ! !    Explicit Subjective  
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Appendix D6: Modality Analysis (AJE3) 
 

1.! The police are determined to maintain security and safety to their nation and are capable of doing so. 

2.! "We will very decisively deal with any attempt to undermine stability," said Ibrahim, who is in charge of the police. 

3.! Beginning with the "popular mandate" given to the army to "fight terrorism". 

4.! we've already heard they will be co-operating together in the coming days." 

5.! Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs Ziad Bahaa El-Din said the government must not copy the "oppressive 

and exclusionary policies" of its foes. 

6.! "Our position must remain fixed on the need to provide legal guarantees not only for the members of the Brotherhood, 

but for every Egyptian citizen.  

7.! Excessive force is not permitted," El-Din wrote on Facebook. 
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Modal Type of Modality Value/degree of 
commitment 

Explicit/implicit 
mode 

Orientation 

 High Median Low  
1. are capable of Deontic: probability  ! !    Implicit  Objective  
2. will Deontic: 

willingness/inclination 
! !    Implicit  Subjective  

3. mandate Deontic: obligation ! !    Explicit Subjective  
4. will Deontic: 

willingness/inclination 
! !    Implicit  Subjective  

5. must Deontic: obligation ! !    Explicit  Subjective  
6. must Deontic: obligation ! !    Explicit  Subjective  
7. is not permitted Deontic: obligation  ! !   implicit  Objective  
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Appendix D7: Modality Analysis AJE4 
 

 

¥! Saying the authorities had no choice but to act. 

¥! “We found that matters had reached a point that no self-respecting state could accept,” he said. 

¥! Beblawi said the state of emergency would be for the shortest period possible. 

¥! “There was a need for the state to intervene with an extraordinary measure which is the emergency law.” 

¥! God willing, we will continue.  

¥! “We will build our democratic, civilian state,” he said. 
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Modal Type of 

Modality 

Value/ Degree of 

Commitment 

Explicit/ Implicit 

Mode 

Orientation 

  High Median Low   

Had (to) Deontic: obligation !     Implicit Objective 

Could Deontic: obligation  !    Implicit Subjective 

Would Deontic: 

willingness/inclination 

 !    Implicit Subjective 

Need Epistemic: 

desirability/obligation 

!     Explicit Objective 

Will Deontic: 

willingness/inclination 

 !    implicit Subjective 

Will Deontic: 

willingness/inclination 

!     Implicit Subjective 
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Appendix D8: Modality Analysis AAE4 

 

¥! Egypt PM Beblawi: “The Morsi sit-ins had to be dispersed,” says security had to be restored. 

¥! “As a state, we reached a level in which we cannot accept this method of protesting.” 

¥! “But then the state had to intervene in order to restore the security of Egyptians,” said El-Beblawi.  

¥! “The dispersing of the sit-ins had to happen,” he added. 

¥! “With the current chaos the state has to intervene with exceptional procedures,” he said, referring to the state of 

emergency imposed for a month starting Wednesday 4 PM. 

¥! We demanded the police restrain itself to the maximum level. 

¥! Wishes to accomplish the drafting of a constitution that would bring about a state that was neither religious nor 

military-based. 
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Modal Type of 

Modality 

Value/Degree of 

Commitment 

Explicit/Implicit Mode Orientation 

  High Median Low   

Had (to) Deontic: obligation !     Implicit Objective 

Had (to) Deontic: obligation !     Implicit Objective 

Can Epistemic: probability !     Implicit Subjective 

Had (to) Deontic: obligation !     Implicit Objective 

Had (to) Deontic: obligation !     Implicit Objective 

Has (to) Deontic: obligation !     Implicit Objective 

Demand Deontic: obligation !     Explicit Subjective 

Would Epistemic: probability  !    Implicit Subjective 
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Appendix E 
 

Semetko and Valkenburg’s 20 framing items’ coding scheme  
(2000, p. 100) 

 

Attribution of responsibility  
 
• Does the story suggest that some level of government has the ability to alleviate the 
problem? 
• Does the story suggest that some level of the government is responsible for the 
issue/problem? 
• Does the story suggest solution(s) to the problem/issue? 
• Does the story suggest that an individual (or group of people in society) is responsible 
for the issue problem? 
• Does the story suggest the problem requires urgent action? 
 
Conflict frame 
 
• Does the story reflect disagreement between parties-individuals-groups-countries? 
Does one party-individual-group-country reproach another? 
• Does the story refer to two sides or to more than two sides of the problem or issue? 
• Does the story refer to winners and losers? 
 
Morality frame 
 
• Does the story contain any moral message? 
• Does the story make reference to morality, God, and other religious tenets? 
• Does the story offer specific social prescriptions about how to behave? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


