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This is
our plan

for

Rayer Bazar

This is our plan for Rayer Bazar. The plan was weritten
by the children and young people of Rayer Bazar, Dhaka,
alongside a team from Cardiff University, BRAC University,
and WorR for a Better Bangladesh Trust.

We want Rayer Bazar to be a liveable and wonderful place for every
child and young person to play and grow up in.

We thinR it is important for everyone to listen to children and young
people. Rayer Bazar is where we live, play, learn and hang out with
friends. We love Rayer Bazar for what it offers us and we have lots of
ideas and plans for how it could be better.

We want you to help us to make our plan work and bring our ideas
to life!
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How

we made
our plan

236 children and young people in Rayer Bazar worked together with
researchers to make our plan. Our parents also shared their opinions.
In addition, a team of architects and researchers from BRAC University
mapped our outdoor play activities in playgrounds, streets, and open
spaces.

Each of us participated in a series of four workRshops in the WorR for a Better Ban-
gladesh Trust office from October 2024 to January 2025. We used the workshops to:
+ Map the places in Rayer Bazar that we like and the places that we don’t like

- Draw the places that are important to us

- Talk about how we move between places by walking, cycling, using rickshaws, or
going in a car or a motor-cycle

+ Share our ideas for maRing Rayer Bazar better

- MakRe models and plans of some of our ideas

+ Prioritise our ideas for changing things in our area

In 2022, 150 children and young people in Grangetown, Cardiff in the United
Kingdom co-created a plan® and a toolRit? for creating a child- and youth friendly
neighbourhood. We used the methods from that ‘toolRit’. Children and young people
in other places can also make their own plan using those methods.

We followed a similar reporting format to the Children and Young People’s Plan for
Grangetown, UK. There are similarities between how we see our neighbourhoods,
but our stories our unique to the place we live and play.

'Khan, M., NeReb, S., Smith, T., Harris, N. and McVicar, M. 2023. A Grangetown to grow up in: A children and young
people’s plan for Grangetown, Cardiff.. Project Report. Cardiff University.

2Khan, M., Smith, T., Harris, N. and NeReb, S. 2023. Co-creating a neighbourhood plan with children and young people:
A toolRit for planners, designers, teachers and youth workers.. Cardiff University.
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A
SUIIAr
of our plan

A plan is a way to show what we want
to change now and in the future in our
neighbourhood.

A plan can use writing, maps and drawings to
show how we feel, what we like and don’t like,
and what we want to see change.

our plan has five parts:

A Our Rayer Bazar NOW: Places we like and
don’t like This is a map showing what we
think about our neighbourhood now.

B Where do we PLAY in Rayer Bazar? There are
some places in Rayer Bazar, where we mostly
play. Here we show where we play in Rayer
Bazar.

C What do our parents say? Here we present

what our parents thinR of our play behaviour
in Rayer Bazar and what should be there to
help us grow up here.

Our FUTURE Rayer Bazar We have lots of
ideas for how to improve Rayer Bazar. There
are five different maps that show what we
thinR:

2 AClean & Pollution-free Rayer Bazar

4 A Green Rayer Bazar
5 A Rayer Bazar for All

Things that need changing now, in 3-4 years
and in 5+ years This is what we think should
happen soon, in a few years and in more than
5 years time.
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We made a map showing the places we likRe in Rayer Bazar. These are places where
we likRe to go, where we feel safe and free to play and hang out. We show these

using green dots on the map.

The places that we like are:

+ Our home - especially the home fronts and
rooftops

+ Play spaces - BaishaRhi Field, Partex Field,
our school grounds, and the lane near ARhra
Temple

+ Natural and green spaces - especially trees,
grasslands, parkRs at Rayer Bazar Martyred
Intellectuals’ Graveyard

- Safe spaces - streets with CCTV camera, less
car, small shops

= Our schools - mostly school playgrounds

+ Places where we pray and socialise - mosque,
temple

We also mapped the places we don’t like. These
are places where we don’t always feel safe, or
cannot hang out easily. We show these with red
dots on the map.

The places that some of us don’t like are:

+ Some streets and bacR alleys for antisocial
activities

+ BrokRen and jittered roads, where water gets
logged

- Busy roads with no zebra-crossing

+ Chaotic and noisy areas

- Polluted spaces with bad smell

All of us did not all feel the same about the
same places. Some of us liked the parRs, but
some of us thought the parRks could be danger-
ous. Some of us liked streets with street ven-
dors, but some of us found these spaces chaotic
because of them.

This means when we think about changing plac-
es, we need to carefully consider the needs of
everyone.
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Places we like & places we don’t like

Pulpar - Sankar pq Y

I like BaishaRhi Field. |
also like cycling in the

BaishakRhi field.
- ® boy, aged 8-12

| don’t like the adjacent a}'ea ‘
of my home, because of the u i g
black smoRe from cars. i e : ® ;
—ﬁ%ir‘l, aged 8-12 _ PY : 2 il (Tee _ | g ,
i | e ') .. : MOdwmia ‘ 2\
y ‘ @ ’ ; o

'Q

ayer Bazar
gh School b

Al

| like to go to the roof. There
are many trees and birds on

the roof. So, I like it.
-ﬁ girl, aged 8-12

18Ueg-3-4ays

“pye

@ Places We Like
@ Places We Dislike I ‘
! Tali Office py
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Where and how we
PLAY in Rayer Bazar?

Oour outdoor play activities in 3 playgrounds and 4 streets were mapped by a
team of researchers. They observed where we play in these places and what
we do there in weekRdays and weekends from 7 AM to 7 PM between September
2024 to December 2024. They recorded our activities on paper-based maps.

Researchers recorded our activities on paper-based maps.

+ We play outdoors mostly in the afternoons from 3pm to 5pm.

- We play football and crickRet. We play with loose materials. We engage in pretend play and
imaginative play.

- We also likRe cycling and sRating.

« Many of us like to watch others play.

- Amongst us, girls play less than boys. Teenage girls rarely play outdoors.

The maps on the next page put all the activities we do in Baishakhi Field - one of the playgrounds,
we like most.

- Most of us play in BaishaRhi playground, most of them are boys and young pupils aged 5-11.

- In Baishakhi playground, we play football and cricket. We play with loose materials and some
of us enjoy cycling and sRkating.

Q Meena House Goli ﬂ
=1

s i R
Q SadeR Khan Road

P » @ Chairmag Goli
— Q ' Baishakhi Playgrou
4 4 &

Q Paftex Goli .

83 [
lé‘Partex Field‘g2 1

J Rayer Bazar

(" o 21 ¢ Hien sgitool
| P & /A@'

t - 2 X

-
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Baishakhi Playground

Kori [a local game played with
small seeds, stones-or sea-shells]

N 2 ® 0 100 ft
[ESEP Ot~ B |

o Preschooler
Age: <5

e Young Pupil
Age: 5-11

e Adolescent
Age: 11-18

e Adult

Age: >18

N
@ 0 100 ft
Physical Activities
Social Activities

Cognitive Activities
Other Activities

This map shows who are playing -
children, adolescents or adults.

@ 0 100 ft
L8 ol
e Male

o Female

‘7\?!5“.‘7“\ E
Activity [

This map shows who are playing - boys or girls.
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ere do we PLAY

in Rayer Bazar?

L

The maps here put all the play activities we do in
Meena House Goli® - a dead-end street.
- In the streets we also play with loose materials
such as sand, leaves etc. We also pretend to be
rickshaw pullers playing with rickshaw.
« Both girls and boys play in the mobile playgrounds*.
We play Carrom (a table-top game) and Badminton.
We likRe to slide and play on the seesaw.

ra:}ﬁ?iéena House Goti ﬁ . B

- ,..- T v
o Sadeh Khan Road

1 @ chairmaq Goli f
L p— g‘ﬁaisli%hhi Pldmd :
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3Goli is a Bangla word referring to an alley.

*Mobile playgrounds is an initiative by the Work for a Better
Bangladesh Trust, organised once a week in some of the alleys
of Rayer Bazar.
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This map shows who are playing -
children, adolescents or adults.
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This map shows who are playing -
boys or girls.

Meena House Goli
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Our Parents shared through a survey what they think about our play spaces
and our daily activities. Among many other things, our parents talked about
what we liRe to play, how often we play outside on our own, barriers to our
outdoor play and what can be done to make our neighbourhood better for
children.

our parents think:

+ We likRe to play outdoors and independently.

+ Six out of ten amongst us are not allowed outdoors on their own.

+ Three out of ten amongst us play outdoors for 30-60 minutes daily, only two out of ten
can play for 60-120 minutes.

+ Two out of ten children play every day of the weeR.

+ One-third of us do not play outdoors at all.

So, in our plan, we include safer streets and playgrounds where our parents will allow us
to go and play on our own.
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Our independent playtime

10.5%
M Always
9.5% Often

Sometimes
10.5% Rarely

Never

58%

Our daily outdoor playtime

M 0 mins
<30 mins
30-60 mins

60-120 mins

22.5%

20.5%

32%
>180 mins

Oour weekly outdoor playtime

18%

5.5%
B Never

1-2 days
3-4 days
5-6 days
Everyday

23%

24%

120-180 mins



Safe Roads

) Enforce >

Safe Drinking water
safe & friendly community
a0 fines for
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:Ensure Girls safe -

: .1 Better waste Shaded spaces
Playzones for glrlsmanagementm parklaw & order U <1)

Comfort to Mosquito control Re}(liu e laree O
reach playground 1cle movement

Community commitees

rnanagement

waste

Redunce

» Our Parents want in the area for us:
+ More play spaces
- Safe spaces for girls and young women
« Less crime

Friends

ollachut
]umping ¥ d t oY)
Eatlng IIlln O E
» Our parents thinkR that O&t Sllde Cyclingdt D—*
outdoor play activities we l l l l l l 1 I l
likre most are:
- Football LegoCrlcket Swing e
- Running =] tm Dolls arrom % ('%\
) m o =
+ CricRet t § %n o
- Badminton Lake

+ Hangout with friends

Kishor Gang

N Street Fe Al BadPow eet 2;

& High crime rate Cars g~Fear pf abduction
Pollution EVe f f f

Young ageteaSlr1 Harrasment

Unsaferoads:

Fear of getting hurt Muddy QJ U
Bad lnﬂuence S5 notsecured H®

A1r pollution

» According to our parents, major barriers to
our outdoor play are the fears of:
+ Unsafe roads and public spaces
+ Bad neighbourhood environment
+ Accidents
+ Kishor Gang (A gang of teenagers who do
antisocial activities)

“She is how grown up, faces faces harassment
on the streets as people are not good”

- father of a girl aged 13-17
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Our FUTURE Rayer BaZ;L

We tooR part in the workshops. We learnt what our parents say about us. We Rhow
where and how we play. Now we’re ready to share our ideas about child- and youth
friendly Rayer Bazar.

We have five big ideas in our plan. We want:

* A Safe and Barrier-free Rayer Bazar

* A Clean and Pollution-free Rayer Bazar
* A Playful Rayer Bazar

* A Green Rayer Bazar

* A Rayer Bazar for All

ezt
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A Safe &
Barrier-free
Rayer Bazar

Safe community, free of
anti-social activities

Supervised outdoors -
eyes on the streets

Safe streets with less
obstacle

Streets with fewer cars

Streets where we can
walk safely

Rayer Bazar

Clean outdoors with no
rubbish lying around

Noise and odour-free
environment

Well-maintained drains
and waterbodies

Toilets and drinkRing wa-
ter facilities

Mosquito control and
dust-free environments

togrow up in

A Playful
Rayer Bazar

More natural play

Playable streets

Play spaces with
more play zones,
play equipment,
and seating

@xx

(4
peied

A Green
Rayer Bazar

More trees for
shade

Grassy fields for
comfortable play

Biodiversity

A Rayer Bazar
for All

Play spaces with
provision of children’s
play with families

Women-friendly
spaces

Age-friendly
spaces

More education and
health facilities

Rayer Bazar to grow up in| A children and young people’s plan for Rayer Bazar, Dhaka | 15



Our FUTURE Rayer Bazar

@ A Safe & Barrier-

free Rayer Bazar

We want a ‘safe’ Rayer Bazar. By ‘safe’, we mean well-protected and
walk-friendly public spaces with no antisocial-activities.

By ‘Barrier-free’, we mean unobstructed and uncluttered streets.
We made a map showing where we want these ideas to happen.

Our ideas for ‘A Safe and Barrier-free Rayer Bazar’ are:

Safe streets with less obstacle
Covered manholes on streets

Safe community, free of
anti-social activities

Supervised outdoors - eyes on
the streets

+  Measures to prohibit CCTV installation for monitoring

No loose wires in electric poles

drug use criminal activities alongside roads
More awareness to stop - Public lighting for safe movement . Elevated roads, with no
eve -teasing at night waterlogging
Police patrol to control crimes - Uncluttered footpath, e.g., less
(hijacR, bullying, extortion etc.) illegal shops, oildrums, construction

Safety and security of girls in debris, too many posters

public spaces +  Speed bumps to slow down cars
and makRe it safer to use the streets

Streets with fewer cars Streets where we can walk safely
Reduced number of cars * More footpaths to walk
on the roads - Roads with better direction signages,
- Strong policies against traffic lights, and crosswalks
illegal parRking . Zebra crossings to makRe it easier to

get to the other side of the street
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A Safe & Hazard-free Rayer Bazar

Pulpar - Sankar gy : —
e~ | ¢ ‘ ’ Cancer —ggahas so many problems. We
can not go there alone and feel safe.
CCTV is needed to stop hijacking and
other things

Female_8-12

Sar\ha‘" Rd
D) J\,’:\fu/@mm

Safe communlty, free of
antl social activities

S‘upe‘rvised outdoors -

eyes on the streets 4l 7
) Be L J ! We can gather some money from
7 neighbourhood people and buy
cement and brick to fix our roads.

ayer Bazar
Igh School

UseH\

Al

\

Safe streets with less ‘
obstacle ) ] gL -Female_13-18

Py ueuy wa

us

Foo’f‘b(\hﬁ‘is needed. Seating is
needed for passersby.

-Female_8-12

by e18ueg-3-1

\
|
\ l

Streets where we can

walk safe y
Tali Office Ry

|
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Our FUTURE Rayer Bazar

/ Clean outdoors with no @)' Well-maintained drains and Mosquito control and
y . rubbish lying around [ waterbodies dust-free environments
More waste bins on streets and - Clean and covered drains *  Spray for mosquito
In play spaces - Waterbodies turned into nice control
Awareness against littering, ugly lakes - Dust-free public spaces
posters +  Regular cleaning of drains and and playgrounds to

Rules to issue fines for littering waterbodies to prevent Dengue reduce breathing problem

Clean play spaces with no
waterlogging during rain

Noise and odour-free outdoors @ Toilets and drinking water
q Cieys
*Q * Rules to reduce noise pollution, facilities
e.g., ho horns - More public toilets
Covered waste bins «  DrinkRing water facilities

in playgrouds
“No SmoRing” sighage in public plave

places

Reduce bad smells in poultry
markets
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A Clean & Pollution-free Rayer Bazar

We need to cover the drains, so that people
will not fall and feel pain.

Rd
-Female_8-12' ST
5 ‘

| believe installing a dustbin on
would keep the environment cl

-Male_1 -18

Clean outdoors with no
rubbish lying around

Noise and odour-free
environment

Well-maintained drains
and waterbodies

Toilets and drinking wa-
ter facilities

Mosquito control and
dust-free environments
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Our FUTURE Rayer Bazar

©E A Playful Rayer Bazar

We made a map of our ideas for a Playful Rayer Bazar and
where we want these ideas to happen.

Our ideas for ‘A Playful Rayer Bazar’ are:

More natural play spaces
with easy access

Play spaces with more play zones,
play equipment, and seating

Grassy, green and clean play + More play equipment like swings,
spaces for comfortable play slides etc. in playgrounds
Moreaccesspointsfromdifferent + Swimming pools near
sides of the playgrounds playgrounds

+  Public playgrounds to always + More seating spaces

remain open Pop-up shops in and around

playgrounds

Designated play zone for younger
children in playgrounds

Avideo-game centre for Rids

Playable streets
Play zone by the street for Rids
Wall art or graffiti
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A Playful Rayer Bazar

52

A S

uapes

® © o
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; v,\i!e;y’er
More natural play spaces High Scho

with easy access
Playable streets

‘Play spaces with more
play zones, play equip-
ment, and seating
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Our FUTURE Rayer Bazar

F A Green Rayer Bazar

We made a map of ideas for makRing a Green Rayer Bazar and
where we want these ideas to happen.

Oour ideas for ‘A Green Rayer Bazar’ are:

% More trees for shade 5 @ Green fields for Biodiversity
© A tree plantation program run  TZZ= comfortable play * More flowering plants
by the local authority - Grassy open spaces for play . Gardens
More vartiey of trees by roads activities
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A Green Rayer Bazar

‘ VRPN Walt= s SO R ST VI - o B0

Budg;lj?él Park has a lot of flowers. | like to
touch them. | want more flower trees
neighbourhood.

-Female_8-12

(gb\/‘\;\n g
S

AZIZ Knan R@ i @

| want more green garden in
Sultanganj Road

:-Female_‘ﬁ\\lig

useH

g e

%@ More trees for shade

1 Ueuf wa

ﬁ Grassy fields for
—3/ comfortable play

% Biodiversity
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. Age-friendly spaces
@ rx

Our FUTURE Rayer Bazar

our ideas for ‘a Rayer Bazar for All’ are:

Play spaces with provision of
children’s play with families

More seats for friends and family

Allowing children along with
family members to play in a field

Designated spaces for older
adults, so that they can be active
and have support

Designated play zones for
different age groups of children
in play grounds

AR

&
peis

@ A Rayer Bazar for All

We made a map of ideas for making a Rayer Bazar for All and
where we want these ideas to happen.

Women-friendly spaces

More education and health facilities

Women-friendly parks and playgrounds

More schools with open playgrounds

Establishment of a local library

Establishment of hospitals in the
neighborhood

Vocational training centers, for girls

24 | Rayer Bazar to grow up in| A children and young people’s plan for Rayer Bazar, Dhaka
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Play spaces with pro-
vision of children’s
play with families

Women-friendly spaces

Spaces friendly to elderly
people

More education and
health facilities

A Rayer Bazar for All

. | =
Blaal) v

anRkar
LX z3f Need more seating space in Baishakhi
Field for our parents.

| want telephone booth at Mod
to call my parents after school.

-Fema1 2
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Things that need changing &

now, in 3-4 years and in

5+years

We have prioritised what ideas should
happen now, in 3-4 years and 5+ years.

Things that are very important to most of us and

should happen now are:

* Install more waste bins and organise regular
clearning of the roads

* Anti-smoRing campaigns and law enforcement
to stop drug abuse, catcalling, and hitchhiRing

* MakRe footpaths barrier-free for walking
comfortably

* Fix the drains on the
cleaning

* Raise awareness to stop illegal parRing and
traffic jam

* [ncrease security and raise awareness to stop
eve-teasing®

streets and organise

Some of the things that should happen in 3-4

years are:

* Plant more trees

* Build more public toilets to improve public
facilities

* Build footpaths for walking

* More lights and CCTV cameras in public spaces
to enhance safety and lighting

* Turn abandoned plots into gardens

e |[nstall more zebra crossings

® Fix potholes on the streets to make it safe and
smooth for cycling and walking

® I[mprove access to parks, playgrounds and other
public spaces for all children

Some of the things that can happen in 5+ years

are:

* Widen roads and build footpaths

* Create playable streets to address narrow
roads, lack of footpaths, and limited play areas.

* Ppropose dedicated parRing and increase
security measures to address parRing and
safety concerns.

* MaRke streets greener with flowers and plants

® Create public playgrounds for children in the
areas where there is none.

® Establish a safe space for women, young
women, and girls to socialise with privacy

SThat means, staring, stalking, passing comments, and inappropriate physical touch by a boy to a girl in a public space.




Making the plan

happen

We need help from lots of people to help us make our plan

and ideas happen. We want to worR with:

- Our local councillors to help other people hear our ideas

« The people who workR at Rayer Bazar Ward Commission,
who manage our streets, parks and community buildings

« The people who plan cities and design neighbourhoods,
parRks and playgrounds

+ Our schools and teachers

« Local charities and youth services who can help make our
ideas happen, or who can represent our ideas to others

- Local youth services, and others like mental health services,
to support young people and families in making some ideas
happen

« Businesses in the neighbourhood, such as shops or other
local businesses, who can support our ideas and help make
their spaces in the community more child- and youth-
friendly.

e

29.33,30,38 T 038

Thank you

We want to say thanRkR you to everyone
that helped us make our plan!

ThanR you to:

« Our friends who helped us in class and
in the workRshops

- The teachers and helpers of these
schools: DhaRa Ideal Cadet School;
Rayer Bazar High School, Lorel
International School and Dhanmondi
KochiRantho High School

- WorR for a Better Bangladesh (WBB)
Trust

« School of Geography and Planning,
Cardiff University,

« Department of Architecture, BRAC
University

+ Our parents who shared their opinions
using survey



The people that helped
us to write our plan

We had help from a team of people of BRAC University, Cardiff University and WorR for a Better Bangladesh.

They are all interested in places as urban designers,
geographers, architects, and planners.

Cardiff University

Matluba Khan Tom Smith Deysi Ortega Roman

BRAC University

You can contact Matluba Khan or Md Rashed Bhuyan Mahia Mustary Nova Amin Khan Sadequl Saif Ruaida ARter Rakesh Sharma
Md Rashed Bhuyan if you want to

Rnow more about making our plan: Work for a Better Bangladesh Trust

Matluba Khan
School of Geography and Planning
Cardiff University, United Kingdom

Email: RhanM52@cardiff.ac.ukr Gaous Pearee Naima ARter Md. Mithun Proma Saha Badhan Ghosh Bilkis Rumman Md. Babul Mia Md. Shawon Mia

Md Rashed Bhuyan

BRAC University CARDIFF
Kha 224, Bir Uttam Rafiqul Islam UNIVERSITY UE\I)%%%
Ave, Dhaka 12 PRIFYSGOL
. CAERDY(®
Email: rashed.bhuyan@bracu.ac.bd




