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Foraging
Help us to safeguard our wild plants.

Foraging is prohibited, except
for limited personal use and
only with written permission.

To apply for written permission
please visit:
www.fothcp.org/foraging

Thank you.
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Caring abouhonhumanothers, then, can be viewed as a navigation of a network of

different, and often competinggendagLaw 2008; Evans and Miele 2012; Mol and Hardon

2020) In the killing of an animal, for example, care hastobe sad® WT2NJ G KS | yA Y
life, the animals at the point of death, and the animals after death; pastorally, for the

farmers; for their own sensitivity to slaughter and suffering, and the necessary self

protection that goes along with this in order to retaiarsty; for an abstract collectivity; the

national herd; for the neighbours; perhaps for the meat trade, for the national economy,

FYR 2y a42YS @OSNARAZ2Yyas (KSJLakZ@8ApisROlal 2008) 1S 2 F
demonstrates that caring for the vet, for example, may also be coterminous with caring for

the animal or the farmer.

Other studieghat demonstrate how care fanonhumars can be contentious include those

by Pitt (2018) and Heath and Meneley (2Q2@aking this concept yet morelevant to

foraging as a contested practice her study of a community garden, Pitt (2018) finds that
FOGAGAGASAE adzOK Fa 3IFNRSYAy3I: gKAOK Sy O2dzNI 3
nonhumada = R2Say Qi ySOSaal (RiR0&S)She ceat&shidre8 1 KA OF £ O
typologies of relating enemy, strangerand friend- to show the nuances in the way

gardeners relate tmonhumars. Arguably, this can be linked with concepts of charisma and

value to humang not allnonhumars are cared for equally.

| SFGK yR aSyStSeQa &idzR& havehe production & foie i KS 2 { K
Gras, which can be viewed as harmisijiewed bythose involved in the industrgs

engenderingan ethics of careThe authors argue that while the practice can be

NBELINBASYUl 0AGS 2F WiIKS YdzudySlseBezavaygig@WiiciR 2 F Y S
the practice, on a small scale, can include a caring ethos which involves attentiveness, and

learning from, the duck@Heath and Meneley 2010, p. 448)
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In this way, Miele et al. (2005, p. 169) show how there i¥anY o A @I f Sy OSQ | yR Wi
when it comes to huma@animal relations. Although the concern for sentient farm animals

has meanthat legislationhas been created to ensure farming practices reduce pain and

distress, the nature of farming means that humans have a level of disconnection with their
sentience to allow them to kill them for food. This can be applied to harvesting food or

shellfish, ashe very nature of harvesting and eating involves a certain level of ambivalence

when it comes to care.

Indeed activities that may be beneficial to the wellbeing of humans may be exploitative
towardsnonhumars, or at least the benefit to them might be unclebrdeed, Gorman and
/ I OORA Istiidg (2023) &f care farmexploreshow humans heal through connecting with
animals orthesefarms. While they explain that there may be therapeutic benefit to the
animalsas well as the humanshis isnot a given andnustbe consideredGorman and
Cacciatore 2023)There is a complexity involved when considerioghumanwellbeing

alongside human wellbeing.

Overall, &amining what people care about and how they enact care, andmlogledges

and valuedehind this,shouldcontribute to the understanding of foraging as a contested

practice Through paying attention to how stakeholders navigate care, an understanding of

why foraging is contentious could be reveal@tliscouldinevitably be linked to socio

political assemblages and certain percepsafbest practiceAs expressed in section 2.5,

following Haraway (1988), | view knowledges and relationshdpsituatedvithin wider

fields of power and history. This helfzsavoid the pitfalls of polarised thinking of good and

bad, instead offering a way of talking about relationships and prestthrough the lens of

different values and the navigation of care.

bSOSNIKSt Saaz aSSAy3a ¢gleéa 2F NBfleay3d YR (y?2
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1y26t SRAIS&a IyR LN} OaOSa |a aAddzar SR Fftaz2 YSI
2y yS¢ 1y26fSR3ISE YR OANDIEVEOYAOSA DO 2 dzKt BN
AYLRZNIFYO®
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YSI§BESNBE Aa Lk ( Bahprestarchiezsidth® fiedbfmb&-than-human
geographiesSTSand extinction studies, argue that this is a crucial academic enquiry in the

context of the Anthropocene and largeeale environmental damad®@uig de la Bellacasa

2012; Braidotti 2013; Probyn 2014; Tsing et al. 2017; Beacham.208)ably, examining
controversies that are related to resource and land use, eating, and relatimgntaumars

in embodied and direct ways, like the ones explored in this thesis, demonstrate the kinds of
conditions which create intimacy, responsibiliz;nd care. It also helgs produce an

understanding of the kinds of conditions and material and relational forces that feed into

unsustainable practicesuch averharvestingr environmental damage.

In the following sectionl present my chosen framework and research questions developed

in the context of this literature review.
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encourage an openness to new possibilities (Callon et al. 2028) pin this case, through

exploring the affects and assemblages within controversies and conflicts around foraging, |

provide insights into the different ways people relate to and know other species, and how

this, in turn, shapes their practices and whia¢y care about.
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Research goals Research questions

a) To explore and describe foraging 1. What kinds of material and Conceptual
practices and how they are reguated and relational forces coordinate to framework
enacted by different stakeholders in the UK. make foraging become a

contested practice? Critical posthumanism

b) To understand the knowledge practices with assemblage

and ways of relating that are at the root of 2. What are the knowledges,

conservation conflicts surrounding foraging.  values and ways of relating that EERIEEEDES
To examine what is assembled around these are embedded in foraging as a
conservation conflicts. contested practice?
c) To use posthuman methodologies to 3. What are the threats and Methods
explore the role of plants and fungi as opportunities that foraging Multispecies
stakeholders and as actants. offers to land management and ethnography:

conservation projects?

Online research
Walking sessions with
audio-visual methods

Virtual interviews

d) To offer a unique perspective on the
debates surrounding foraging using a critical,
posthuman assemblage approach, drawing
out opportunities and threats.

f) To contribute to the small body

Ll

of literature on foraging within e Autoethnography
e) To promote mutual understanding between r;:;\?c;r{]:snx;gga;eiigga:giij *  Case studies and
different stakeholders in conservation species

. . . more-than-human agency.
conflicts surrounding foraging. 4 gency
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ethics/frequentlyraisedtopics/researchwith-potentiall-vulnerablepeople/ [Accessed
13/05/2021].
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‘It's trendy’: wild garlic foragers leave
bad taste in mouth of Cornish residents

Patrols suggested as residents say foragers collecting large
bags of wild garlic are ruining annual supply
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5In my journal, | wrote of the ambivalence involved when it came to harvesting, coakidgating

a live creature. Although the fact that | was killing something was in the back of mylmind,
prioritisedmy taste budsnutrition, sense of adventureand curiosity. We had the power here. The
argument that plants benefit in some ways from being harvested could not be applied. | was taking a
lifeandiRA Ry Qi F¥SSt NBY2NESO®
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® The tribunal decision of Forager Limited vs. Natural England [2017] can be accessed online:
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wondering about the other creatures that might have benefitedl wenot picked them
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