Contesting Antifascism: Political Knowledge Creation and Enlightenment At FC St. Pauli
Abstract

In this work we explore boundary objects (BO) at the Hamburg-based football club FC St Pauli
with both ‘home’ and ‘way’ fans. Utilizing Star and Griesemer’s (1989) broad categorizations
of ‘material’ and ‘conceptual’ boundary objects as well as Carlile’s (2002) three tiers of
boundary objects (syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic) we present identified boundary object’s
that reflect fan understanding of FC St. Pauli as a bastion of anti-racist, anti-sexist, antisemitic
and anti-homophobic political policy in sport.

Main Body

Politics and sport do mix and the social constructs that underpin both pervade in terraces at
both a local and global level (Power et al., 2020). Problematically, racism and xenophobia in
football have been long-standing phenomenon (Kassimeris et al., 2022) and football itself has
legitimised racism (Kilvington et al., 2022; Bradley, 2024). German football has seen the rise
of neo-Nazism since the fall of the Berlin wall reflecting an alignment with Germany’s fascist
past (Kassimeris, 2009) underpinned by a lack of resources to combat spectator driven
incidents (Miiller et al., 2024). One club has sought to combat this shift and transform the
perception of football through continuous libertarian leftist campaigns and protests (Totten,
2014) to be more than just a football team (Vidas et al., 2020); Hamburg’s FC St Pauli.
Committed to civic opportunity, FC St Pauli (Gang et al., 2023) represent idealism in football
(Griggs, 2012) and this work seeks to explore how that idealism is constructed through
exploring the phenomena of boundary objects. BOs are objects that inhabit several social
worlds but have different meaning within those social worlds but share a common structure
(Star and Griesemer, 1989). Bergman et al., (2007, p. 55) state that “any artefact that is shared
between two or more actors at the boundary of two social worlds can be regarded as a boundary
object.” A salient function of boundary objects is to enable “one group to speak to another”
(Carlile, 2002) by the provision of shared language providing a shared language which is
meaningful to all stakeholders. Consequently BOs are dynamic and can be used to facilitate;
debate evaluate and illuminate interests, in this instance leftist policy, social idealism (Griggs,
2011, Totten, 2014) and a focus on remembrance of the victims of fascism (Tobar et al., 2024).
Data was collected at the home of FC St Pauli, Millerntor-Stadion over nine home games with
thirty-one fans from nine teams all in the German Bundesliga utilising a translator affiliated
with FC St. Pauli for access. Data reveals that the district of St. Pauli itself along with graffiti
and anti-fascist humour (kien wein den faschisten!- No wine for fascists!) represent syntactic
boundary objects that delineates complex social narratives, Stickers, that cover virtually every
inch of the exterior and interior of Millerntor-Stadion reflect semantic BOs while the lack of
traditional commercial partners at St, Pauli forms the structural basis of pragmatic BOs. The
identified BOs play a central role across fan bases and assist with the political negotiation and
the addressing of political complexity within and outside football. The work provides new
ways to understand the relationships between objects and different fan types. Data also provides
new ways of understanding how meaningful social negotiation is enacted in football. This new



insight can assist in helping other clubs understand the fundamentals of rigorous, socially
constructed fan led political discourse that impacts educationally at both a micro and macro
level.

References

Bradley, Joseph. M. (2024). Taking sides in conflict and the question of antisemitism in Scottish
football. Soccer & Society, 25(4-6), 585-602.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2024.2332085

Carlile P.R. (2002) ‘A Pragmatic View of Knowledge and Boundaries: Boundary Objects in
New Product Development’, Organization Science 13(4): 442-55.

Daniel, P., & Kassimeris, C. (2013). The Politics and Culture of FC St. Pauli: from leftism,
through anti-establishment, to commercialization. Soccer & Society, 14(2), 167-182.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2013.776466

Gang, A. C., Griffin, R. B., & Pedersen, P. M. (2023). Identifying Civic Opportunity Structures
Within Professional Football Fan Clubs. Journal of Sport and Social Issues, 47(5), 433-459.
https://doi.org/10.1177/01937235231210264

Griggs, G. (2011). ‘Carlsberg don’t make football teams... but if they did’: the utopian
reporting of FC St Pauli in the British media. Soccer & Society, 13(1), 73-82.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2012.627170

Kassimeris, C. (2009). Deutschland iiber Alles: discrimination in German football. Soccer &
Society, 10(6), 754-765. https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970903239958

Kassimeris, C., Lawrence, S., & Pipini, M. (2022). Racism in football. Soccer & Society, 23(8),
824-833. https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2022.2109799

Kilvington, D., Hylton, K., Long, J., & Bond, A. (2022). Investigating online football forums:
a critical examination of participants’ responses to football related racism and Islamophobia.
Soccer & Society, 23(8), 849—864. https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2022.2109801

Llopis-Goig, R. (2013). Racism, xenophobia and intolerance in Spanish football: evolution and
responses from the government and the civil society. Soccer & Society, 14(2), 262-276.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2013.776461

Miiller, L., Haut, J., & Heim, C. (2024). How German football clubs address antisemitism:
organisational structures and communication. International Journal of Sport Policy and
Politics, 1-23. https://doi.org/10.1080/19406940.2024.2442917

Power, M. J., Widdop, P., Parnell, D., Carr, J., & Millar, S. R. (2020). Football and politics: the
politics of  football. Managing Sport  and  Leisure, 25(1-2), 1-5.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23750472.2020.1723437

Saul, J. (2024). Gaza and the fracturing of the FC St Pauli fanbase. Soccer & Society, 1-7.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2024.2437212



https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2024.2332085
https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2013.776466
https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2012.627170
https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2022.2109799
https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2013.776461
https://doi.org/10.1080/19406940.2024.2442917
https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2024.2437212

Star S.L, and Griesemer. J.R (1989). Institutional ecology, ‘translations’ and boundary objects:
Amateurs and professionals in Berkeley’s museum of vertebrate zoology, 1907-39. Social
Studies of Science 19(3): 387—420.

Tobar, F. B., Ramshaw, G., & Fritz, F. (2024). Never Again! Fandom and the Culture of
Remembrance in German Football. Leisure Sciences, 1-21.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01490400.2024.2388261

Totten, M. (2014). Sport activism and political praxis within the FC Sankt Pauli fan subculture.
Soccer & Society, 16(4), 453—468. https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2014.882828

Vinas, C., Parra, N., & Stobart, L. (2020). St. Pauli: Another Football is Possible. Pluto Press.
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv17z83sr


https://doi.org/10.1080/14660970.2014.882828

