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Summary of submitted works and recordings 

Stormfield Songs  for solo violin (2020/2024) 

Duration: c.10 minutes 

Performance details: movement I premiered online by Fenella Humphreys as part of her 

‘homemade concerts’ series during the Covid-19 Pandemic, movements II and IV 

workshopped with Darragh Morgan at Cardiff University

Recording submitted: Yes

Recording details: recorded by Fenella Humphreys, September 2024

Duration of recording: 10'55''

Chameleon  for solo piano (2020) 

Duration: c.2 minutes 

First performed by: Ana Beatriz Ferreira, Lisbon piano festival, September 2024

Recording submitted: Yes 

Recording details: recorded by Ana Beatriz Ferreira, August 2024 

Duration of recording: 1'34''

The Time Being  for sinfonietta (2020) 

Duration: c.6 minutes 

Written as part of the Britten Pears Young Artist programme 2019-20 under the mentorship of 

Colin Matthews and Mark Anthony Turnage and the baton of Jessica Cottis. Later revised and 

completed for a delayed first performance in June 2022. 

First performed by: the Britten Pears Contemporary Ensemble, conducted by Jonathan 

Berman, at the Aldeburgh Festival, 6 June 2022 

Recording submitted: Yes 

Recording details: live concert performance from the premiere produced by Matt Jolly 

Duration of recording: 5’07’’ 
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Of Far Flung Skies  for brass band (2021) 

Duration: c.12 minutes 

Written as part of the delayed 2019-20 Adopt a Composer scheme, run by Making Music, in 

partnership with Sound and Music with support from the PRS Foundation and the Philip and 

Dorothy Green Music Trust, and mentor Fraser Trainer, in collaboration with City of Bristol 

Brass Band and Learner Band. 

First performed by: the City of Bristol Brass Band and Learner Band, conducted by Ian 

Homes, at St. George’s Hall, Bristol, on 17th October 2021 and later broadcast on BBC Radio 3 

Recording submitted: Yes  

Recording details: live concert performance from the premiere 

Duration of recording: 12’18’’ 

Garlands  for soprano, clarinet, viola, cello and harp (2021) 

Text: Sappho (selected fragments) 

Duration: c.6 minutes  

First performed by: Riot Ensemble at Cardiff University, April 2021 (workshop performance) 

Recording submitted: Yes  

Recording details: live recording of the workshop performance by Riot Ensemble 

Duration of recording: 5’58 

Another maze  from Exquisite Distance for improvisors (2021) 

Duration: flexible  

Details: an extract from a larger collaborative work to which several composers submitted one 

page. Pages in the complete work by: Richard MyReynolds, Jerry Yue Zhuo, Laura Shipsey, 

Thomas Pitt, Poumpak Charuprakorn and Magdalena Pasternak 

Score submitted: this submission includes page 3 of the complete work which may be seen in 

full for reference on the video recording 

Performance history:  

17/12/21: Hooting Cow Collective with guest performers from the Taceti Ensemble for the 

Thailand New Music and Arts Symposium, Bangkok, Thailand. 

19/06/22: performed in two versions by the Hooting Cow Collective at the Music Since 1900 

conference, The Lab, Royal Birmingham Conservaroire, Birmingham, UK 

Recording submitted: Yes 

Recording details: live recording with remote improvisation by Magdalena Pasternak and 

Poumpak Charuprakorn, and live improvisation in response to the score and remote 

contributions by Ana Beatriz Ferreira, Thomas Pitt, Laura Shipsey and Jerry Yue Zhuo 

Duration of recording: complete work 15’33’’/ Another maze 06’22’’- 09’22’’ 

iv



Myopic Sequence I  for solo saxophone (2021) 

     Duration: c.2 minutes 

     First performed by: for alto saxophone, performed by Pisol Manatchinapisit 

     (Taceti Ensemble) at the Thailand New Music and Arts Symposium 

     Recording submitted: No 

Myopic Sequence II  for saxophone and piano (2021) 

Duration: c.2 ½ minutes 

First performed by: Naomi Sullivan (saxophone) and Kumi Matsuo (piano) in a workshop at 

Cardiff University in December 2021 

Recording submitted: Yes 

Recording details: live recording of the workshop performance by Naomi Sullivan 

(saxophone)  

and Kumi Matsuo (piano) 

Duration of recording: 2’28’’ 

v

Wolf  for solo percussion (2024) 

Duration: 3 minutes 

Details: flexible instrumentation within certain parameters as set out in the score 

Recording submitted: Yes 

Recording details: workshop recording by Harriet Riley at Cardiff University, 13th March 2024 

Instrumentation in recordings: 5 tom toms 

Duration of recording: 2’54’’ 



String Quartet (2023) 

Duration: c.14 minutes 

Recording submitted: Yes 

Recording details: archive recording collated from live performances recordings as follows: 

movement I performed by the Gildas Quartet (Dartington, August 2019), movement II 

performed by the Mavron Quartet (Cardiff 2022), and movements III and IV performed by the 

Bozzini Quartet (Viitasaari, Finland 2023) 

Duration of recording: 14’06’’ 

Three Wandering Lines  for solo clarinet (2023) 

Duration: 6 minutes 

Recording submitted: Yes 

Recording details: recorded by Emily Wilson at the RNCM, Manchester, July 

2024 Duration of recording:  5'15''

Total duration of submitted works: c.95 minutes 

vi

Crossing Songs  for high soprano and sinfonietta (2022) 

Duration: c.9 minutes 

Commissioned by Britten Pears Arts for the Aldeburgh Festival 

First performed by: Emily Thorner (soprano) and the Britten Pears Contemporary Ensemble, 

conducted by Jonathan Berman, at the Aldeburgh Festival on 5th June 2022 

Recording submitted: Yes 

Recording details: live concert recording from the premiere produced by Matt Jolly 

Duration of recording: 9’26’’ 

Feathered Air  for solo piano (2022) 

Duration: c.5 minutes 

Written for Benjamin Powell and Clare Salaman as part of Psappha’s ‘Composing for piano…’ 

scheme, Manchester, 2022 

First performed by: Benjamin Powell in an online premiere from Victoria Wood Hall, Hallé St 

Peter’s, Manchester, 18th October 2022 

Recording submitted: Yes 

Recording details: online premiere by Benjamin Powell 

Duration of recording: 5’42’’ 



Appendix 1: Relevant works completed before the research period 

Beacons for clarinet in Bb, cello and piano (2019) 

Duration: c.5 minutes 

First performed by: Sigrid Elisabeth Stang (violin), Marianne Baudouin Lie (cello), and Else 

Bø (piano), the Alpaca Ensemble, on 19 February 2020 as part of the Musicon Concert Series at 

Durham University School of Music, Durham, UK 

Recording submitted: Yes 

Recording details: live recording of the premiere by Sigrid Elisabeth Stang (violin), Marianne 

Baudouin Lie (cello), and Else Bø (piano) 

Duration of recording: 4’51’’ 

In Tiled for improvisers and tile keeper in a crowd (2019) 

Duration: c.15 minutes 

Performance details:  

19/02/2019: Jacobo Hernández Enríquez (violin), Yui Sakagoshi (saxophone), and Laura 

Shipsey (tile keeper) at the final presentation of the ‘Music Extended’ workshop led by Simon 

Løffler at Impuls Festival 2019, Graz, Austria 

07/07/2022: Holly Nelson (violin), Helena Ricci (harp), Emily Thorner (voice), Zacharias 

Wolfe (voice), Amalia Young (violin), Raddon Stephenson (Trombone), and Laura Shipsey (tile 

keeper) at St John’s Church, Fulham, London 

11/01/2024: Jerry Zhuo (nanyin), Thomas Pitt (violin), and Laura Shipsey (tile keeper) at the 

RMA/BFE Student Conference, Cardiff University 

Recording submitted: Yes 

Recording details: live recording of the premiere performed by Jacobo Hernández Enríquez 

(violin), Yui Sakagoshi (saxophone), and Laura Shipsey (tile keeper), Forum Stadtpark, Graz, 

Austria, 19.2.2019 

Duration of recording: 13’16’’ 

Tableaux for oboe and string trio (2018) 

Duration: c.5 minutes 

Recording submitted: Yes 

Recording details: archive recording of a workshop performance by Zacharias Wolfe (oboe), 

Holly Nelson (violin), Justin Julian (viola), and Iza Stefanska (cello), conducted by Rowan 

Baker,  at St John’s Church, Fulham, London, on 7th July 2022 

Duration of recording: 5’44’’ 
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Five movements for violin

'Stormfield Songs'

LAURA SHIPSEY   
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The Time Being 
for sinfonietta 

Copyright © 2020 by Laura Shipsey 

The Time Being was written as part of the Britten Pears Young Artists Programme Contemporary 
Composition Course 2019-20, under the guidance of Colin Matthews and Mark Anthony Turnage, 

and the batons of Jessica Cottis and Duncan Ward. A working version of sketches for the 
piece was presented by the Britten Pears Sinfonietta, conducted by Jessica Cottis, 

at Snape Maltings, on 11 July 2019. 

The premiere of the complete work given on 5 June 2022, performed by the Britten Pears 
Contemporary Ensemble, conducted by Jonathan Berman, in the Britten Studio, Snape Maltings, 

as part of Aldeburgh Festival 2022. 

Duration: c. 5 minutes 

Instrumentation: 
flute (= piccolo) 
oboe 
clarinet in Bb (= bass clarinet in Bb) 
bassoon 
horn in F 
trumpet in C 
trombone 
percussion (2 players):  
   player 1: triangle, suspended cymbal, waterphone, 
     2 woodblocks, snare drum, bass drum (shared with player 2) 
   player 2: glockenspiel, vibraphone, marimba, tam tam, 
     bass drum (shared with player 1) 
harp  
piano (= celesta) 
2 violins 
viola 
cello 
double bass 

The Score is in C 
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Flute: Air notes are notated with diamond noteheads and should be mostly air with very little, 
          if any, pitch. The beginning of the sound is always soft. 

Jet whistles are notated with round noteheads and the specification 'Jet'. These should 
have a harsh attack and create a swooping effect with both pitch and air. 

Oboe, bars 2 -5: the 'Reed' passage should be played on a reed, detached from the instrument. 
The shaping and articulation of the phrase is most important, exact resulting pitches are 
free and may differ from reed to reed. 

Harp: blu tack swipe, bar 2: is achieved by a fast upward motion with blu tack on the specified 
          string, creating a swift swiping sound, almost squeak, on a singular pitch 

PROGRAMME NOTE 

Originally written in 2019 during an intensive ten days working on the Britten Pears Young Artist 
Programme, The Time Being constructs some kind of time-animal. A circulating web of sonic thought, 
rarely settling for very long. Reflecting on an experience of time as multifarious, and unpredictable, at 
once present, disappearing, and twisting out of reach. The ensemble becomes a network of several 
strands, sometimes fast, sometimes slow, sometimes sparkling, sometimes alone; a time creature, alive 
for a moment in sound. An imagining of the ways in which this animal time, if we could meet it, might 
move, breathe, and behave.

I’m indebted to the musicians and colleagues on that original ten day course, who openly and generously 
dedicated their time to developing new music. What started as a few unorchestrated chords, grew into 
something which just wouldn’t have been possible without the playground of the sinfonietta there ready 
for the next experiment each morning. The work has since gone through some revising, mostly during 
the depths of 2020, but is in essence the product of those days together back in 2019. Many thanks go 
to Britten Pears Arts for continuing their support of our BPYAP cohort, and enabling the premieres of 
these completed pieces this year. 
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Of Far Flung Skies
for brass band 

Dedicated to the City of Bristol Brass Band and their conductor Ian Holmes  
With thanks for their enthusiasm, imagination, and guidance in the world of brass 

Duration: c.12 minutes 

This score is in C 

Written as part of the delayed 2019-20 Adopt a Composer scheme, run by Making Music, in 
partnership with Sound and Music with support from the PRS Foundation and the 

Philip and Dorothy Green Music Trust, and mentor Fraser Trainer, in collaboration with 
City of Bristol Brass Band and Learner Band.

The first performance given by the City of Bristol Brass Band conducted by Ian Homes at 
St. George’s Hall, Bristol, UK, on 17th October 2021, and later broadcast on BBC Radio 3 

In four movements: 
 I     New Sky ……………………….  52 

   II   Dreaming dark blue skies ……... 63 
   III  Fireflung Skies ………………... 70 
   IV  Bright Night Sky ……………....  90 

www.laurashipsey.com 
www.cobbb.co.uk  

www.makingmusic.org.uk 
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Instrumentation: 

Balcony group (ideally 6 or more players) * 
-

Soprano Cornet in Eb 
Solo Bb Cornets 1, 2 
Solo Bb Cornets 3,4 

Repiano Cornet in Bb 
2nd Cornet in Bb 
3rd Cornet in Bb 

-

Flugel Horn in Bb 
Solo Horn in Eb 
1st Horn in Eb 
2nd Horn in Eb 

-

1st Baritone in Bb 
2nd Baritone in Bb 

1st Trombone in Bb 
2nd Trombone in Bb 

Bass Trombone 
Euphonium in Bb 

-

Eb Bass 
Bb Bass 

-

Percussion (2 players): 
Player I: vibraphone, rain stick (doubled with II), tam-tam (doubled with II), snare drum, bass drum, 
Player II: glockenspiel, triangle, suspended cymbal, crash cymbal, rain stick (doubled with I), claves, 

tam-tam (doubled with I), timpani (4) 

* Balcony group: ideally at least 6 players, any selection from the standard brass band
instrumentation. It is possible to have as few as two balcony players. If there are no additional players
available then solo cornets 2 and 4, and the second players of the 2nd and 3rd cornets should become
the balcony group.

The balcony group should play from a higher level than the main band, ideally a balcony, as close to 
the top of the space as possible. They should be spread around the performing space on all sides of the 
audience as far as is practical. The exact arrangement will change depending on the situation. 

------ 

‘Running around with a child’s mind, 
        man gets lucky just a couple of times, 

Sing it, Hester!’ 

With thanks to the aeronaut Lee Scoresby and Hester, his arctic hare dæmon, from  
Philip Pullman’s ‘His Dark Materials’ for their part in the inspiration of this piece. 
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Laura	Shipsey
for	the	City	of	Bristol	Brass	Band
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2nd	Cor.

3rd	Cor.

Flug.
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B.	Tbn.
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Air	sounds,	following	individual	breath	patterns,	do	not	attempt	to	breath	together
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To	Bass	Drum
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Bass	Drum To	Vib.
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Crash	Cymbal
To	Glock.
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BALCONY.

Sop.	Cor.

Solo	Cor.

Rep.	Cor.

2nd	Cor.

3rd	Cor.

Flug.

Solo	Hn.

1 st	Hn.

2nd	Hn.

1 st	Bar.

2nd	Bar.

1 st	Tbn.

2nd	Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Euph.

Eb	Bass

Bb	Bass

Vib.

Glock.
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BALCONY.

Sop.	Cor.

Solo	Cor.

Rep.	Cor.

2nd	Cor.

3rd	Cor.

Flug.
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BALCONY.

Sop.	Cor.

Solo	Cor.

Rep.	Cor.

2nd	Cor.

3rd	Cor.

Flug.

Solo	Hn.

1 st	Hn.

2nd	Hn.

1 st	Bar.

2nd	Bar.
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2nd	Tbn.

B.	Tbn.
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BALCONY.

Sop.	Cor.

Solo	Cor.

Rep.	Cor.

2nd	Cor.

3rd	Cor.

Flug.
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Eb	Bass

Bb	Bass

Vib.
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LAURA SHIPSEY 

Garlands 
for soprano and ensemble 

to four fragments by Sappho 

2021 
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Garlands
for soprano, clarinet in Bb, viola, cello, and harp 

Duration: c. 6 minutes 

Written for a workshop with the Riot Ensemble at Cardiff University in April 2021 
Music by Laura Shipsey set to the following four fragments of the lyric poetry of Sappho: 

-18
With eyes like that, stand still, 

Gaze with candour from that beauty, 
Bold as friends before each other. 

-11
The little girls 
Wove crowns 

Of leaves. 

-75
All night long, like nightingales, 
We shall stay awake and sing. 

-25
To follow however far into whatever luck 
The wild hitherward of her headlong heart. 

The score is in C 
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134 Myopic Sequence



Myopic
Sequence I
for Alto Saxophone in Eb

Laura Shipsey, 2021

duration:
c.
2 minutes

Wri. en for performance as part of a concert by the Hooting Cow Collective and guests, 
responding to the theme of 'Hybrid World, Cultural Reconnection'

at the Thailand New Music and Arts Symposium, 2021.

Performance
notes

+ indicates slap tongue
tempo changes are always sudden

dynamics and articulation should be exagerated as far as reasonably possible
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Myopic
Sequence
for Alto Saxophone in Eb and piano 

Laura Shipsey, 2021

Written for a workshop with Naomi Sullivan and Kumi 
Matsuo at Cardiff University in December 2021.

duration:
c.
2 minutes

Performance
notes

+ indicates slap tongue
tempo changes are always sudden

dynamics and articulation may be exaggerated
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Wolf  for solo percussion 

Copyright © 2024 by Laura Shipsey 

Written for a workshop with Harriet Riley
at Cardiff University, March 2024 

Duration: 3 ½ minutes 

Note to the performer 
The instrumentation of Wolf is left open and flexible, within the following parameters: 

- There should be three basic sounds organised roughly by

range: low, middle, high

- Within each of these three sounds there is some variation as

shown in Fig. 1.

- You could choose to differentiate these areas clearly by

timbre, or to keep the whole palette on one instrument, but

there must be a clear difference created in some way

between the high, middle and low groupings

Programme note 

Like most of my music this piece came into being quite suddenly and exists somewhere between several 

different ideas.  Before the Wolfish straight-arrowed prowling direction of the piece entered the scene, 

I was preoccupied most with the idea of finely wrought detail and degrees of contrast.  There is 

something about peripheral vision and persistent attention to this music, but also the stubborn repetition 

and growth of the grained pattern within wood.  I wanted to make something so completely focussed 

that it felt solid in that way that sound sometimes can.  But with the internal variety, detail, and elegance 

of Snowflake Obsidian – a naturally occurring volcanic glass formed when lava extruded from a 

volcano cools without crystal growth.  The glass later transmutes into rock, with snowflake shaped 

patterns forming in the black, grey, and white surface - again reminiscent of the coat of a wolf. 
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Crossing Songs 

Lunar, Chants, Rainbow Ocean 

for high soprano and sinfonietta 

Copyright © 2022 by Laura Shipsey 

setting fragments of text by Rabindranath Tagore taken from:  

Stray Birds, The Astronomer, and Gitanjali as specified below. 

Commissioned by Britten Pears Arts for the Aldeburgh Festival 

First performed by Emily Thorner (soprano) and the Britten Pears Contemporary Ensemble, 

conducted by Jonathan Berman, at the Aldeburgh Festival on 5th June 2022. 

Duration: c.9 minutes 

The score is in C 

Instrumentation: 

flute 

oboe  

clarinet in Bb 

bassoon 

trumpet in C 

horn in F 

trombone 

percussion (1 player): crotales, vibraphone, temple block, tam-tam 

piano 

harp 

solo high soprano 

2 violins 

viola 

cello 

double bass 
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

The oboe is tacet for songs I and II, the trumpet in C is tacet for song I

In specific places some players are asked to continually alter the tone of their playing – 

this should be as extreme as possible, exploring edges beyond the ‘usual’ tone of the  

instrument, creating a sound which is unnerving and continuously moving

Strings: the glissandi at the opening of Lunar should be as subtle and towards 

the end of the note, they do not have to be exactly together 

Soprano: bars 98 – 102 in Chants function something like a cadenza –  

the passage is an invitation to improvise, as much or as little as you would like to 

around the central pitch, and explore tone quality of the sound in the same  

way as described above. It is a complete moment in itself and demands time,  

introspective attention, and a very purposefully directed sense of both  

technical control and deep anguish. 

TEXT 

constructed from fragments by Rabindranath Tagore 

Crossing Songs

Lunar 

You will find, eternal traveller, marks of your footsteps across my songs  

The crossing of a sea 

I only said “when in the evening the round full moon gets entangled in the branches of 

that Kadam tree, couldn’t somebody catch it?” 

Stray Birds 306, 242, and The Astronomer * 

Chants 

Not hammer strikes 

Dark Night 

By what dim shore of the ink black river, by what far edge of the frowning forest, 

through what mazy depth of gloom 

The little flower lies in the dust. It sought the path of the butterfly 

Stray Birds 126, 120, Gitanjali, and Stray Birds 264 

Rainbow Ocean 

Be still, my heart, these great trees are prayers 

This life is the crossing of a sea, where we meet in the same narrow ship. [Now] we reach 

the shore, and go to our different worlds 

Go now, [and carry her with you] 

Stray Birds 95 and 242 

* for each song the source of the text is listed in order of appearance, one line per source.

[boxed text] indicates an alteration or addition of my own. 
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CONTENTS 

Lunar page 157 

 Chants  page 168 

 Rainbow Ocean page 186 

PROGRAMME NOTE 

A collection of three miniature songs which run together to form one, Crossing Songs speaks 

through the heightened drama of an ultra high soprano voice, and richly woven fragments of the 

poetry of Bengali polymath Rabindranath Tagore. The songs emerged through an intense period 

of work, and complete  immersion into the musical and emotional worlds they draw upon. The 

work, in the end, is a kind of  surrealist reflection on things both deeply human, and indescribable. 

The three songs are: Lunar, written in part after Italo Calvino’s ‘The Distance of the Moon’ and 

the impossible task of reaching across that distance, the January wolf moon, and the cyclic 

patterns that exist even in stillness.  Chants, a more singular focussed line; repeated, urgent, 

powerful in its persistence, drawing on the idea of incantation, and a primal, grounded, obsessive 

spear headed energy.   The third song, Rainbow Ocean, brings with it a childishly beautiful 

idealism: an open space of curiosity, abundance, the possibility of growth, and freedom from 

harm.  The songs are not narrative in the traditional sense, but they are an open invitation to build 

a narrative of your own. The idea of ‘crossing’ is recurrent throughout all three and refers at once 

to: the most literal sense of a physical journey, the many intersections between one life and 

another, and the points which, once crossed, cannot be undone. 

I am so grateful to Emily for her generosity and skill throughout this process, and for challenging 

me to find new ways of imagining and writing for her unique voice.  Also to Britten Pears Arts 

for their trust and support in commissioning this work for the Aldeburgh Festival in 2022. 
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Feathered Air for solo piano 
Copyright © 2022 by Laura Shipsey 

Written for Benjamin Powell as part of Psappha’s 
Composing for piano scheme in 2022 

Duration: c. 5 minutes 

PROGRAMME NOTE 

Feathered Air grew directly out of the first meeting on this composing for scheme with 
the Hardanger fiddle player Clare Salaman and her wholehearted warmth that day. The 
piece is in some ways an act of translation from one instrument to another, and my thanks 
go to Benjamin Powell for all his help in working through these ideas so sensitively at the 
piano. In essence Feathered Air is my response to a brief meeting with the hardanger 
fiddle, and the bright yet calm energy of Clare. I hope some of the intricacy, directness of 
character, and nuanced movement of the music which Clare so generously shared with us 
that day has made its way into this piece for piano. 

The title can be understood as a whole, or as the two roots of the piece. Feathered, as in 
intricately compact, symmetrical, tapering. Thousands of tiny strands, just touching, 
forming a glistening surface, centred on a strong, dart like, core.  Air as in that untouchable 
centre, and a softly stated musical line, continually floating onwards. It is music 
negotiating the space between centre, surface, and edges; something with direction, and 
evolving brightness, with a core made more or less visible. 
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Three Wandering Lines
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Clarinet in Bb
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Clarinet in Bb
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Clarinet in Bb
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 String Quartet

(2023)
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String Quartet 

by Laura Shipsey

Duration: 14 minutes

In four movements: 
I     Aria                   page 248 
II   Mobiles        page 256    

III  Petals in Glass   page 266
IV  Kernel               page 270

Aria was written as part of the Peter Reynolds Composers Studio at the Vale of Glamorgan 

Festival in 2019 and first performed by the Armida Quartet. It was further developed and given a 

later performance by the Gildas Quartet under the mentorship of Sir Harrison Birtwistle at 

Dartington Summer School later that year.

Mobiles was written for a workshop with the Mavron Quartet at Cardiff University in 2022

Petals in Glass and Kernel were written for and premiered by the Bozzini Quartet as part of the 

Time of Music Festival composition academy, Viitasaari, Finland, July 2023

PROGRAMME NOTE

Written over a period of four years, this quartet is a collection of quite separate movements, 
each one learning something from what has come before and seeking to take a step further in 
the language of the work. When I began the work my focus was on line, expressive control, 
interruption and the gap in perception between the seen and the heard. By the time I 
completed the quartet these concerns had largely become second nature and I had a new 
focus: that point of interaction between characters, objects or thoughts, and what happens at 
the borderlands before and after they meet.
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In the first movement various wood and air sounds are used:

l.b.s. = lateral bow scrape: at heel of bow, beginning near the fingerboard, moving towards the bridge,
on the string indicated by the x notehead

Bowing the body of the instrument is used in three different ways and should be performed as if making 
as much sound as the rest of the piece - the visual effect is as important as the sonic here:

In this central position play a 'double stop' - the bow 
in contact with the edge of the body of the instrument 
and m.s.p. on the E string

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Laura Shipsey
Highlight
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Beacons

for clarinet in Bb, cello, and piano

Laura Shipsey (2019)

The first performance was given on 19 February 2020 by the Alpaca Ensemble: 

Sigrid Elisabeth Stang (violin), Marianne Baudouin Lie (cello), and Else Bø (piano), 

as part of the Musicon concert series, Durham University School of Music, UK

Duration: c.5 minutes 

Transposed score

PROGRAMME NOTE

Beacons began as a tiny collection of sketch material made at the Dartington International Summer

School composition course under the mentorship of Sir Harrison Birtwistle in 2019. The music is

woven from a series of signal events: chain reactions, compact, strong, bright, condensed points,

opposed by wide, often obscured open landscapes. Stylistically Beacons sits somewhere between

lyricism and grit, beginning with three distinct characters layered on top of each other and framed by

the opposition of registral extremes. The material is derived from a set of six pitches and its

rotations, with one important exception. As it progresses the piece explores the relationship between

the three characters from the opening, creating and recreating conversation between these

oppositional points, sometimes joining them in a direct but fragile line. The piece speaks through a

processes of triangulation, as used in navigation and astronomy; the location of any one point

discoverable through the forming of a triangle with two other known locations. Along the way,

occasionally, the three characters from the opening will briefly align, suddenly bright, like shining

beacons, visible one by one along a dark horizon, linked by the faint line of a ragged coast. 
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to Jacobo & Yui 

In Tiled 
a short guide to the score and performance

About the piece 

In Tiled is a musical experiment setting out to question how the relationship between composer, 
performer, and audience can become an integral part of a piece, and how all three parties can become 
part of a collaborative ‘making’ process. It is also an experiment in terms of how exactly music can be 
written down and explores the implications for structure, development and identity in music when the 
score becomes mobile. 

In Tiled was conceived, written and first performed during Impuls Composers Academy, Graz, 
Austria 2019. My sincere thanks go to Jacobo Hernández Enriquez, Yui Sakagoshi, for their trust and 
brilliant skill as improvisers without which this piece would never have happened, Simon Løffler for 
making the Music Extended workshop such a welcoming musical playground, and to everyone else 
who had a hand in bringing the piece to life in that very late night concert in Forum Stadtpark, Graz 
on 19 February 2019. 

Duration: flexible duration. 

Performers: 2 (on any two different instruments), one Tilekeeper, a crowd/audience (which may 
include additional planted performers) able to have access to the performance space. 

Performance score format: square pieces (‘tiles’) of varying sizes made from card. 

Contents of this guide: 

§ Performance space
§ Performance structure
§ Movement
§ Sound types
§ Reading the tiles
§ Special tiles
§ To the instrumentalists and Tilekeeper
§ Sample tiles
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Performance Space: 

The audience may be anywhere around the performers and tiles. 

Performance Structure: 

Beginning: the performance begins with the lead performer placing down the first tile. This tile 
should be one which the performers have never seen before. The tile may either be created live or 
before the performance begins. Once the first tile is placed, the performers approach from opposite 
sides and begin to play. 

Addition of tiles: once the performers have begun to play, more tiles may be added one by one. The 
tiles should always be added so that they are directly adjacent to any of the existing tiles. This may 
take the score in any direction. 

It is the job of the Tilekeeper to distribute the tiles. The tiles should begin in a pile, visible to the 
audience and away from the performers. The Tilekeeper should lay the 1st and 2nd tiles and then hand 
the remaining tiles one by one to members of the surrounding audience or other performers. The 
Tilekeeper should therefore consider the speed at which they distribute the tiles and keep an eye on 
how the score is developing. If tiles are placed in such a way that traps performers, leaves them with 
nowhere to go, or is not in keeping with the spirit of the piece then they may choose to correct the 
misplaced tiles. 

Removal of tiles: after all the tiles have been placed and some time has elapsed the Tilekeeper begins 
the next section of the piece by removing a tile and placing it back where the tiles came from.  They 
should then remove a second tile and add it to the pile. They should continue to remove tiles one by 
one and may be assisted by other performers or members of the audience/crowd. 

The final tile: the instrumentalists should stop playing immediately when the final tile is removed. 

Instrumentalist 1 
starting position 

Instrumentalist 2 
starting position 

Tilekeeper and tiles 
starting position 

Placement of 
first tile 
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What the score might look like: What the score should ideally not look like: 

Movement: 

Instrumentalists: should be positioned directly in front of the tile they are playing and move from 
one tile to the next using only one small sideward step at a time. Make no other steps and keep the 
steps as simple and similar as possible. Movements down to look at the tiles are fine and will be 
necessary. You should only look at the tile you are playing or the tiles adjacent to it. Try to keep the 
distance between yourself and the tiles the same at all times. 

Tilekeeper and audience: may move freely around the performers, but not in between them, or 
between the performers and the score.

Sound Types: 

This score communicates through imagery. Each image implies a type of sound and character and
may be interpreted relatively freely by the performer (this is further explained in the next section on 
Reading the Tiles). Since the score therefore relies on what you can achieve with a single black pen 
and must be read from a distance by the instrumentalists, the images may be seen as constructed from 
three basic elements and therefore implying different combinations of three basic sound types: 

= complex and urgent sound 

= longer lines with direction 

= short sporadic 
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Reading the tiles: 

In general performers may interpret each square freely but always focussing on communicating the 
character of the image. Whilst the exact interpretation is left to the performers to improvise, the 
parameters of register, pitch and noise are controlled by the following grid system: 

Pitch/Noise 

Pitch              Mixed            Noise 
  Register 

       High 

Medium 

       Low 

Special tiles: 

The tiles come in three sizes: small, medium and large. The medium tiles are all drawn strictly with 
reference to the above grid and the images on each medium tile generally occupy one or two areas of 
the grid at most.  

Alongside the main images there are two additional elements which may appear on medium sized 
tiles: 

The outline of a small square: signals that the performer should include a 
significant silence within their performance of that tile. 

A filled small square: signals that at any point during their performance of 
that tile, the performer should break off and begin to imitate the other 
performer. It should be as clear as possible that this imitation is happening 
which may be achieved through suddenly focussing on the other performer, 
and fast repetition of only a tiny fragment of what they are playing. 

A small white tile: signals complete silence. 

277In Tiled



Transparent covers: may be placed on top of any tile and signal continued 
communication of the tile through movement as if still playing it, but with no 
audible sound. 

Large tiles: cause a change in the relationship between the two 
instrumentalists. 

§ If one instrumentalist reaches a large tile they should perform
it for the length of time it takes the other instrumentalist to
move through three tiles.

§ If both instrumentalists are on a large tile they must decide to
move off it together

§ If both instrumentalists are on the same large tile they should
improvise together and focus on developing their combined
interpretation of that tile for a period of time. When they are
satisfied they have done this they should decide to move on
together and must move away at the same time in opposite
directions.

To the Tilekeeper: 
In every performance you have control over the beginning, middle and end. Allow time for the 
performers to establish their sound on the first tile and move slowly towards them as you go to lay the 
second tile. Similarly, at the end of the piece consider the pacing and don’t rush blindly to finish the 
piece without also listening to it as it unfolds. 

To the Instrumentalists: 
As often ends up being true with improvisation, this piece is not about sticking to the rules 100% of 
the time, but do try to stick to the grid system as much as possible. The most important thing 
throughout is clarity of communication of the character of the tile in the sound. These characters may 
be as extreme as you like and you should feel free to develop your own sound in whatever way you 
see fit in order to give the different characters within the piece their identities. If possible, it is best to 
perform this piece with no shoes on as this adds to the ritualistic feel of the movement and 
differentiates you as performers from the participating audience. 
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Tile examples 
Medium tiles (based on strict grid system) occasionally with additional elements:
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Small tiles (signalling silence): 
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Large tiles (signalling a change in the relationship between performers): 

Total number of tiles for the first performance: 21 

For each performance there should be at least one new tile added which may be created live 
as part of the performance. The first tile to be placed should always be labelled with the date 
and place of the performance, the names of the instrumentalists, and the title ‘Tilework (no. 
of performance)’. 

So for the first performance this label was: 
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for oboe and string trio

(2018)

LAURA SHIPSEY
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Tableaux for oboe and string trio
Laura Shipsey
Cardiff, May 201 8

Duration: c.5 minutes
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&

.

&

arco
II

vib.	ord.

&

U

B B ∑

? ?
vib.	ord.

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

molto	flaut.

-
. -

-
-

ord.

-

3 3

B ∑

molto	flaut.
vib.	ord.. -

. -

- - ∑

? ∑
-

-

& ∑

Oboe:	enter	after	5	seconds
of	the	repeating	string	cell

∑
5''

& í ™™

Strings:	continue	repeating	cell	at		(q=66)

- - -
î™™
	

B ∑ í ™™
pizz.

-
î™™
	

? í ™™
- -

î™™
	

-

Œ
œ#
R ≈ ‰ Œ Œ Œ

œ#
R ≈ ‰

œb
J ‰ Œ Ó

˙
O O ‰

œ
J

˙ œ ™
œ# œ# œ#

˙̇ ™™ ˙̇ ™™

˙<#> ™ œ Œ Œ Ó Œ ‰ œ
J

˙ ™ Œ œ œb
J

œ
œb
j œ

j ‰
œ#
j ‰

Ȯ œ# ˙n ™

≈ œ œ# ™
œ œb ‰ œ

j ≈ œb
r ‰ Œ ‰ œb

j œ œ

˙ ™ œ œ œ# œ# œ œb ™ ˙
œb

˙

˙
Œ

˙
œ ˙# Œ

œ
œb

Œ Œ œ ‰ œ
j œ

j ‰

œ
j ‰ Œ Œ

˙ œb ‰ œb
J

œn
‰

œb
J
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°

¢

Ob.

pp p p espress. mp

Al l	q=66
57

p mp

p mp

mp mf

Ob.

Vln.	I

Vla.

Vc.

sfz mf sfz f

Agitato	q	=	84c.E

61

sfz mf f sfz

sfz mf fp

sfz f sfz f fp sfz

24

24

24

24

24 58 24

24 58 24

24 58 24

24 58 24

&
-

U
. . . .

3 3

Complete	the	cell
you	are	playing.Vln.	1

Vla. Complete	the	cell
you	are	playing. 33

Vc.
Complete	the	cell
you	are	playing.

∑

pizz. 3

&

> . .
Æ Æ Æ Æ

Æ Æ
Æ Æ Æ Æ > .

> >

3

&
pizz.

∏∏
∏∏

arco> Æ Æ Æ
pizz.

∏∏
∏∏

>

>

B
pizz.

∏∏
∏∏

arco

'
' ' ' > >

?

∏∏
∏∏ >

>

∏∏
∏∏

arco

>
>

3

Ó œ œn jœ œ# œ
œ œb

œ œ œn œ#
œ œb

j œn œ œ ˙b

œ œb
œ ™ œ

j œn œ# Œ Œ

œ œb œ œ
J

œ œ
J œb Œ Œ

œ œn
œ#

Œ Œ

œ
J ≈

œb
R œ œ œn œ# œ œ œ œ#

œ# œ œ# œ
œ œ ≈

œ œ œ#
Œ

œœœb# J
‰ Œ Œ

œ ™ œn œn œ#
≈ œ

R
œ
œn
b
j ‰ ≈

œ
œn
# œœ

œ
œ
#
b J

‰ Œ œ# œn œ# œ æ
œ

æœ æ
œ

æœ œ# ≈ æ
œ#

æœ æ
œ

æœ æ
œ

æœ æ
œ

æœ

œ
œ
b

J
‰ Œ Œ ‰ œ# œ ≈ œ

R
œ
œ
b
nJ

‰
œ# œ œ# œ œ# ≈
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°

¢

°

¢

Ob.

Vln.	I

Vla.

Vc.

mf f mp

64

f

mf sfz fp mf

mf f fp mf

Ob.

Vln.	I

Vla.

Vc.

f
fp

67

sfz f fp

f mf

f f mf

58 24

58 24

58 24

58 24

&
. . . . . . . . . . . . .

& ∑ ∑
arco. . . .

>

B

( trem)

> > > >

3

?
pizz.
> pizz.

>
L.H.	pizz.

>

d arco

>
>

&
. . . . . . . .

.> . . >

&
>

. . . d
L.H.	pizz.

arco
Æ Æ Æ Æ >

B

?
> > >

&
?

Œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ#
œ œ ≈ Œ Œ œ œ œ œ#

œ œ œ œ#
œn
R ≈ ‰

æ
œ#

æœ æ
œ

æœ æ
œ

æœ æ
œ

æœ æ
œ#

æœ æ
œ

æœ
æææ
œ

æææœ
æææ
œ

æ
œ

æœ ˙ ˙#

‰™
œ#
R Œ Œ œ œ œ

j ≈ œ
R

æ
œ#

æœ æ
œ

æœ æ
œ

æœ æ
œ

æœ

œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ
œb
R ≈ ≈

œ
R ‰

œ
R ≈ Œ

œb œ

≈
œ#
R ‰ ≈

œ œ œ# œb œn œ œ
œ œb œn œb œ œ œ#

˙ ˙#
˙ ˙ ˙ ˙

æ
œ#

æœ æ
œ

æœ æ
œ

æœ ‰ ˙n ˙# ˙ ˙#
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°

¢

°

¢

Ob.

Vln.	I

Vla.

Vc.

f ff

Furioso	(q	=	84c.)F

70

ff sempre

ff sempre

f sfz f sfz ff

Ob.

Vln.	I

Vla.

Vc.

ff mf

73

sfz f f sfz

58

58

58

58

58 24

58 24

58 24

58 24

&

>

Æ
Æ Æ > >

∑

3

&
> > >

> > > >
> >

3 3

B
Æ Æ Æ

>
>

>
> > Æ Æ Æ

3 3

?
pizz.

>

arco

&
> ?> Æ Æ

'
Æ

3 3

3

& ∑
> > > .

. . . .

5

&
Æ Æ

Æ
>

Æ Æ Æ Æ > > >

> >
> >3

B
> >

>

Æ Æ Æ
> > > > >

>
3

? Æ
Æ

pizz.

> >
> arco

> >3

3

‰
œ
R ≈ œ

œ œ# œ# œ œ#
‰

œ œ œ# œ#
œ œ œ œ#

œ œ œ# œ# œ ™ œ
æ
œ#

æ
œ œ# œn

J œ
œ œb

Œ ‰ œ
J

œ œ# œ#
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ# œ# œ œ
œ# œn œ œ œ#

‰ ≈ œ#
r
œ
j ‰ ≈ œ# œ œ œ#

J œ
J ‰ œ

J œ#
j ‰ œ#

J

œ œ# œ œ ™ œ œ
œ#

œ œ œ œ# œ#

œb œ
œ# œ œb œn

œ œ
œ œn œ œ# œ# œ ™ œ

æ
œ#

æ
œ

œ œ#
œ œb

œ œb æ
œ

æœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ#
œ œb

œ œb
œ œ# œ#

œn œ œ œ#
œ œ œb œb œn

œ œ
œ#

æ

œ
æ
œ

‰ œ#
œn

Œ ≈
œ
r œ#

j ‰ ≈ œ#
J

≈ ≈
œ œ œ œ#

j
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°

¢

°

¢

Ob.

Vln.	I

Vla.

Vc.

ff
sffz sffz sffz

76

ff sempre sffz sffz sffz

ff sempre
sffz sffz sffz

ff sempre
sffz sffz sffz

Ob.

Vln.	I

Vla.

Vc.

ff mp f p

79

ff mp mp

f mp
ppp

ff mf
p pp

58 24

58 24

58 24

58 24

24 34

24 34

24 34

24 34

&
. . .

Æ Æ Æ > > >
> > >

5 5

&

> >

> > >

> >

>

>
3

B
>

>
' ' > >

> > > > > >

? Æ Æ Æ Æ
>

> >

L.H.	pizz.
d

>3 3 3

&

.
. . .

.

. .

∑ ∑

&

pizz.
>

∑
pizz.

∏∏
∏∏
∏∏
∏ ∑

3

3

B
pizz.

∑
¯
arco ¯

c.	6	seconds
U

5

?

>

pizz.

3

∑ ∑

œ œb œn œb œ

œn
œ œn œn œn œn

R ≈ ≈
œ
R ≈

œ
R ‰ œ#

R ≈ ≈ œ œ#
‰ ≈ œ œ

œ œb æ
œ

æœ
œn œ# œ œ œ

æ
œ

æ
œ#

æ

œ

œ
œ#
n œœ# œœ œ

œ
# œ

œ# œ#
œœœœ œ

œ
n œ

œ

œ
œ#

æ

œ
æ
œ œ œb æ

œ
æœ œ œb œn œ œ

œb ‰ œ
œ
#
# œœ# œœ œ

œ
œ
œ
# œ

œ œœ œœ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ œ œ#
‰ œ œ œ# œ#

ææ
œ Œ œ

œ
r
≈ ≈ œ

œ#
# œn œ

œn
n ≈ ≈ œ

œ œ

œ#
œn œ# œ# ≈ œ

r ≈ ≈
œ
R ≈ ‰ Œ ‰™

œ
R Œ

œ œb œ
œn œn ™

œ#
Œ ‰

œ
j

œ
œ
œj ‰ Œ

‰ œ#
œ œb

œn ≈ œb
j ≈ Œ ˙ ˙

œ
j ‰ œ œ# ‰ ‰ œ

J ‰ Œ ‰
œ
j
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°

¢

Ob.

dolciss.
pp p pp p

Tranquillo	
								q	=	46c.

G

84

ppp sempre

p
warm

ppp

ppp sempre p
warm

ppp

pppsempre p
warm

ppp

Ob.

Vln.	I

Vla.

Vc.

pp ppp

92

p

p ppp

p ppp

34&
c. 7	seconds

Oboe:

∑

U
> -

& í ™™

Strings:	q=76c.
arco

î™™
	

B í ™™
¯

î™™
	

? í ™™

arco

î™™
	 ∑

&
U ,

-
U

&
-

U

B
-

U

?
-

U

˙ ™ œ
˙ œ Œ œ ˙ Œ

œj ˙ ™ œ Ó ˙
œ

˙ œ# ˙̇ ™™ ˙̇ ™™ ˙̇ ™™

˙
œ ‰

œ
J
˙ ˙ ™ ˙ ™

˙b
œb

˙
˙b ™
™ œ

œ Œ Œ

˙# ™ œ# j ˙# œ
J ‰

œ œb œn ˙
Œ œ# j ˙# œ

˙
Œ

˙ ™ ˙ ™

˙
˙
™
™

˙
˙
™
™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™

˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™

˙ ™ ˙ ™
Ȯ ™™ Ȯ ™™

˙# ™ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ ‰
œb œb ˙

˙b ™ ˙ ™
˙
˙b ™
™ ˙

˙ ™
™

˙b ™ ˙b ™ ˙ ™ œn œ œ ˙
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