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Preface and Acknowledgements

As a practising violinist, I have long been interested in how research into the performing
practices of the past have shaped or can inform the way in which violin music is played
in our own time. The research presented in this study aims to understand the changes in
how expression was conveyed on the violin in approximately the first sixty years of the
twentieth century, using recordings from players of the Hungarian school as a case study.
The thesis specifically examines fingering, vibrato and rhythmic and tempo flexibility.
At another level, it offers evidence to aid a ‘historically informed performance’ based on

the performance styles of players from the era under scrutiny.

Recent research into late-nineteenth century violin playing presented me with a fertile
point of departure to explore later developments and an opportunity to fill a gap in the
available literature on the subject.' The present study thus begins where David Milsom’s
Theory and Practice in Late Nineteenth-Century Violin Performance (2003) terminates -
at the beginning of the twentieth century, just when the recording industry was in its
ascendancy. The approximate outer limit of my survey was then determined by the
career spans of the first generation of violinists who, as it were, grew up in the recording

studio. This time-period enabled me to see a complete picture of several players’

' David Milsom admits that his ‘is a macroscopic study of historical style, not a work of
detailed performance analysis’ (Theory and Practice in Late Nineteenth-Century Violin
Performance, Ashgate (Aldershot, 2003), p. 9), while Robert Philip (Early Recordings
and Musical Style, Cambridge University Press (Cambridge, 1992)) does not concern
himself exclusively with performances by violinists, providing instead a more general
survey of changing tastes in the first half of the twentieth century.



performing styles, as well as allowing for discussion of the first commercial recordings of
Joseph Joachim (1831-1907) (enabling what Milsom has called style-backdating’?),
encapsulating evidence of a manifest decisive shift in players’ attitudes to conveying

expression on the instrument.

As others have shown, the most direct access to information about performance styles in
the nineteenth century (and in earlier periods) is through the treatises of its most
prominent authors. But a similar investigation into the playing of twentieth-century
violinists is facilitated by the largely untapped resource of commercial recordings (as
well as written sources), allowing for an altogether more detailed and accurate survey
than is possible for their predecessors. As Robert Philip writes, ‘recordings present us
with real history, not history as we would like it to be.”* In particular, therefore, the
thesis shows the importance of adopting a methodological strategy which encompasses

both printed and recorded material.

Chapter one introduces key nineteenth- and twentieth-century personnel, considers the
syllabus at the Budapest Academy at the time of Jeno Hubay (1858-1937) and offers an
overview of the stylistic changes evident during the period in focus. It concludes with a
case study examining the shifting attitudes and practices of Jésef Szigeti (1892-1973),
one of the most prominent Hungarian violinists of the twentieth century. Each
subsequent chapter begins with a brief exploration of nineteenth-century practices.

Chapter two deals with fingering and is the most fine-grained, that is to say empirically

2 Milsom, D., Theory and Practice, p. 8.
? Philip, R., Early Recordings, p. 3.



thick, of the chapters in this thesis. This is for two reasons. First, whereas directions for
vibrato and aspects of rubato are largely absent from performing editions in the twentieth
century, fingering implying expressive slides is abundant, supplying a vast quantity of
data. Secondly, portamento was perhaps the most telling expressive means in violin
performance during the era under examination, justifying its position at the kernel of this
thesis. As such, it begs descriptive examples from a variety of available sources.
Recordings allowed me not only to address the type of slide, its location and frequency of
use but also its speed, character and manner of execution.* Chapters three and four
concern changes in the approach to vibrato and tempo and rhythm respectively. The data
chosen for discussion in the text was selected for its ability to illustrate similarities and
differences between players or epochs and/or to show changes in individual playing
styles. The musical examples (contained in volume II) are given mostly in shortened
forms of only a few bars each and are intended to be representative of a given practice,

since the study does not seek to offer a bar by bar analysis of entire works.

In the preparation of this study, I am especially grateful to my supervisor, Professor
Robin Stowell, who has at all times given liberally and patiently of his time and
expertise. I owe an indirect debt to Robert Philip’s Early Recordings and Musical Style
(1992) which provided not only the original inspiration for my study but also pointed to
several written sources. My thanks are also due to: the Arts and Humanities Research
Board (AHRB) for fully funding the period of research and for contributing to the

expenses of a research trip to Budapest; to Mr Tim Day and the board of trustees of the

*In giving so much detail in this and other chapters, I hope and intend that these sections
will provide material for future research.
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SAGA trust at the British Library Sound Archive (BLSA) for awarding me an ‘Edison
Fellowship’ for a period of study at the BLSA (and thus greatly facilitating data
collection); to Mr Jonathan Summers at the BLSA for his invaluable assistance; to Dr
Lészl6 Gombos at the Hubay Foundation, Budapest; to Mr Paul Merrick (Franz Liszt
Academy, Budapest) for his work as a translator in several interviews with Hungarian
speakers; to Professor Laszl6 Dobszay and his staff at the Franz Liszt Academy archive
and library; to staff at the National Széchenyi Library, Budapest; to Kati Evans in Oxford
for her indispensable help in translating Hungarian language texts and for kindly allowing
me to give some of my findings in a paper for the Oxford University Hungarian Society
in 2004; to Kato Havas; to my violin teacher, Krzysztof Smietana; to Gillian Jones and
Judith Hurford at Cardiff University Music Library; and to my family and friends for
their support. Despite the interventions of many of those listed, any oversights or errors

are wholly my own.



Abbreviations

Sz J6sef Szigeti

Ch Léopold Charlier

\V; Up-bow

- Down-bow
— Finger slide

I e-string

I a-string

111 d-string

v g-string

Pitch registers are indicated by the following letter scheme

P SO

e g
v4m! -
g c! c? c’ c

‘ex.” is an abbreviation of ‘example’ and refers to musical examples given in volume two

of this study. Thus, ‘ex. 2.3/5" refers to bar 5 in example 2.3.

Movements within a concerto or sonata are described by a number corresponding to their

position in a work; 1/71 means first movement, bar 71. Similarly, Souvenir/24 refers to
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bar 24 in that piece. Unless otherwise acknowledged, all translations other than those
from Hungarian language texts are my own. All Hungarian language texts have been

translated with the assistance of Kati Evans, unless otherwise accredited.
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Introduction

This thesis is about stylistic change and is thus concerned with how shifts in taste, trend
and fashion may be pnderstood. In the historical study of architecture, painting, fashion
and the plastic arts it is a commonplace to state that what is thought to be beautiful in one
age may be considered ugly, inappropriate or even brutal in the next.! What is true for
the study of human artefacts such as these is also true for musical performance.’ Leopold
Auer once observed that ‘a type of playing extravagantly admired and cultivated in one
age may be altogether rejected in another... The aesthetic truth of one age - the
interpretive truth of one generation - may be accounted a falsehood by the tenets of the
next. For each age sets its own standards [and] forms its own judgements.” Similarly,
Flesch points out that ‘in each and every generation the need of expression is a different

one, to say nothing at all of the difference of expressional means.”® This thesis sets out to

' For example, the architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe writes, ‘architecture is the will of
an epoch translated into space’ (New York Herald Tribune, 28" June 1959, cited in
Gaither, C. C., and Cavazos-Gaither, A. E., Practically Speaking: A Dictionary of
Quotations on Engineering, Technology and Architecture, Institute of Physics Publishing
(Bristol, 1999), p. 246), and the fashion historian Elizabeth Wilson notes, ‘fashion is
dress in which the key feature is rapid and continual changing of style over time’
(Wilson, E., Adorned in Dreams, Fashion and Moderniry, Virago Press Ltd (London,
1985), p. 3).

? Indeed, in terms of music, van der Rohe’s assertion may be effectively transposed to
read ‘ performance is the will of an epoch translated into sound.’

3 Auer, L., Violin Playing As I Teach It, J. B. Lippincott Company (Philadelphia, 1921),
pp. 76-77.

*Flesch, C., Die Kunst des Violin-Spiels, 2 vols; (Vol. 1, Berlin, 1923; 2™ edn, 1929;
Eng. trans. Martens , F., as The Art of Violin Playing, Vol. 1, Carl Fischer (New Y ork,
1924); Vol. 2, Berlin, 1928; Eng. trans. Martens, F., as The Art of Violin Playing, Vol. 2,
Carl Fischer (New York, 1930), Vol. 2, p. 3.



understand the kinds of shifts in aesthetic taste recognised by Auer and Flesch in violin

performance and takes their statements as an initial hypothesis.

Robert Pascal defines style in music as ‘a term denoting manner of discourse [or] mode
of expression; more particularly the manner in which a work of art is executed... for the
historian a style is a distinguishing and ordering concept, both consistent with and
denoting generalities.”® This thesis examines similarities (that is ‘generalities’) in how a
given set of ‘distinguishing’ expressive devices (portamento, vibrato and fluctuations of
rhythm and tempo) has been applied, tracing significant changes of approach throughout
approximately a sixty-year period from the beginning of the twentieth century. Using
recordings, performing editions, pedagogical treatises and other written sources it seeks
to analyse and describe the development of common patterns in the use of such

expressive devices.

My examination of the use of expressive devices has provided evidence to address two
wider themes. The first concerns whether a player’s musical ‘genes’ (those features of
his or her playing showing ‘familial’ resemblances between a teacher and his pupil) or
the ‘environmental’ influences and cultural trends to which he or she was exposed proved

to be the more defining element in his or her artistic development.

In their positions in perceived ‘family’ groups, the pupils of a given teacher may not

always have wholeheartedly aligned themselves with a given musical genealogy. But

$ Pascal, R., ‘Style;’ New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, 2™ edn, ed. Sadie,
S., Macmillan (London, 2001), Vol. 24, p. 638.



such artists were undoubtedly united, albeit temporarily in some cases, by their adopted
(taught) musical mannerisms and by the principles and artistic outlook of a shared
mentor. Without wanting to pursue the metaphor beyond its limitations, a ‘genealogy’ of
violin playing may be seen in an enforced mimetic relationship between a teacher and his
pupil. Auer perceived the appropriation of another’s distinguishing musical

characteristics as detrimental. He writes

a student’s acquisition of certain technical tricks and individual mannerisms —
whether they be mannerisms of bowing, of expression [or] interpretation copied
from some famous virtuoso or teacher — does not for a moment imply that the
student... really plays in the style of the master... His jackdaw mannerisms may

in the course of time become second nature, but they will still be mannerisms.®

And

the communion between the spirit of the music and the soul of the interpreting
player must be immediate; it must not be complicated by the player’s attempts to
express the music by means of someone else’s bag of tricks... I have always

insisted on one great principle — that my pupils express themselves, and that they

must not try to express me.’

¢ Auer, L., Violin Plaving, pp. 82-83.
* Ibid, p. 83.



But, as this thesis sets out, a mimetic relationship between a teacher and his pupil was,
nonetheless, often central to teaching practices in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. Recordings show that some of Jeno Hubay’s musical mannerisms and his
strategies for the location of expressive devices were long lasting and recurrent in the
performances of his pupils. Stefi Geyer (1888-1956) (a pupil of Hubay at the beginning
of the twentieth ceﬁtury) noted that her playing and that of her classmates ‘show|[ed] all
the hallmarks of Hubay’s methods.” That Geyer was able to discern inherited stylistic
traits and similarities between the playing of Hubay and his pupils (and by implication
between one student and the next) sets a brief for investigating the validity of such a
claim. Comparatively, J6sef Szigeti (a contemporary of Geyer in Hubay’s class)
considered ‘environmental’ influences to have been more decisive than pedagogical
intervention in the development of a player’s performing practices. He writes, ‘the neat
genealogical tables showing how twentieth-century violinists descend from this or that
illustrious chef d’école are not as dependable as the authors of these books would like to
make out.’® Clarifying his preferred explanation of artistic development, Szigeti proposes
that ‘trends start by being in the air and then emerge gradually and simultaneously in
several areas so that there can be no question of priority claims.’'® Elsewhere he
comments that, rather than his training with Hubay, ‘Queen’s Hall in London was for my
teenage years schoolroom and mountain top... Henry Wood... Ysaye, Busoni, Kreisler,

Mischa Elman... young Mr. Beecham, Nikisch, Hamilton Harty accompanying

® Halmy, F., and Zipernovszky, M., Hubay Jeno, Zenemiinyomda (Budapest, 1976), p.

166.

® Szigeti, J., Szigeti on the Violin (hereafter SoV), Frederick A. Praeger (New York,
1969), p. 172.

"Ibid, p. 89.



Thibaud... these were my real teachers.”!' New technology, too, may have been an
important influence. Szigeti writes ‘there is a certain type of sonority that leads to
phonogenic playing.’'? But his comment could also be reversed; perhaps the process of
recording and the dissemination of those recordings developed a sound that was viewed
in the early days as specifically ‘phonogenic.’ Certainly it is interesting, for example,
that the use of a more continuous form of vibrato in the first years of the twentieth
century flourished at the same time as the fledgling commercial recording industry. By
using recordings, this thesis surveys those aspects of a player’s use of expressive devices
which may be accredited to such ‘environmental’ influences, although it does not set out

to investigate these influences individually.”

The second ‘wider theme’ highlighted in this thesis concerns discrepancies between
recorded and written sources, raising questions about the relationship between pedagogic
and performing practice in the early twentieth century and supporting Flesch’s
description that there was ‘an unbridgeable gap between theory and practical
application.’"* Indeed, differences between Hubay’s own recordings and printed editions,
the advice imparted by him as recalled by his students and the first recordings of his
young protégés often suggest something of the maxim ‘do as I say not as [ do’ on

Hubay's part, as well as reflecting his own changing practice.

"Ibid, p. 6.
12 Szigeti, J., With Strings Antached, Wymann and Sons Ltd (London, 1949), p. 143.
13 Such an enquiry would be a suitable ‘next step’ for this research.

“ Flesch, C., The Art, Vol. 1, p. 15.



This thesis utilises the so-called Hungarian violin school as a case study for the
appreciation of stylistic change. This school has been largely neglected in historical
studies to date, and it is especially relevant to the period under investigation because,
from the 1880s onwards, it strove consciously to be both West-European and modern.
An examination of the recordings of its membership thus creates a picture of its stylistic
devel(;pment as an exemplar of violin playing in general in the twentieth century. The
key figure in its formation was Jeno Hubay, a native of Budapest.”” His father, Karoly
Huber (1828-1885), was one of the most distinguished violin teachers of his time and
began the formal violin instruction of his son when Jeno was five years old. From 1873
Hubay continued his studies with Joseph Joachim in Berlin, returning to Budapest in
1876. Later in that year Liszt visited the city and he and Hubay commenced a period of
concert giving soon after their first meeting.'® Acting on Liszt’s advice Hubay travelled
to Paris in May 1878. Here he became associated with Henri Vieuxtemps (1820-1881)
and accompanied him, in April 1881, to Algiers, where sources suggest that he received
the last known lessons of Vieuxtemps during the final few months of Vieuxtemps’ life.””
Vieuxtemps appointed Hubay administrator of his estate, entrusted with him the
orchestration of his Violin Concerto No. 7 and recommended him for the post of
Professor of Violin at the Brussels Conservatory. Hubay remained as Professor in
Brussels for the next four and a half years, only returning to Hungary in 1886 at the

request of the Minister of Education to replace his late father as head of violin studies at

'S Hubay changed his name from Eugen Huber to the more Hungarian sounding Jeno

Hubay at the age of twenty.
16 See Gombos, L., Hubay Jend; Eng. trans, Woodward, P., as Jené Hubay, Magus

Publications Ltd (Budapest, 1998), pp. 6-7.
7 See Radoux, T., Vieuxtemps, Sa Vie, Ses Oeuvres, Bénard (Liége, 1891), p. 139,



the Academy of Music, although he also continued to teach periodically in Brussels for
the next fifteen years. From 1919 to 1934 he was Director of the Budapest Academy and
remained head of violin studies there until 1936. Given his apprenticeship, it is not
surprising that writers have described Hubay’s contribution to the formal establishment
of a natipnal school in Hungary as having been founded on a symbiosis of the approaches
of the German and the Franco-Belgian schools. Appropriately for a man who invigorated
and modernised violin teaching in Hungary by importing European pedagogical methods,
Hubay’s obituary reads ‘what bliss... that this land, isolated in its greatness, had a son
who not only spiritually, but in his everyday life successfully broke down the barriers that
separate the Hungarians from the culture of the Western World.’*® For reference
purposes, a chart presenting the pedagogic connections between the principal violinists
examined in this thesis is supplied below (fig. 1.1)."* A time line showing when the

players discussed studied formally with Hubay in Budapest is also provided (fig. 1.2).”

Philip’s observation that ‘recordings present us with real history’?' needs to be treated
with a degree of circumspection since, especially at the beginning of the twentieth
century, only ‘the best’ players were recorded. Because of their often highly individual
approaches to performance, celebrated players such as Kreisler, Szigeti, Vecsey, Heifetz
or Elman were out-of-the-ordinary and themselves trendsetters rather than clones of their

teachers, as lesser players might have been. Thus, the violinists considered in this thesis

'8 Té6th, A., cited in Gombos, L., Jens Hubay, p. 20.
% A representative sample of Hubay's pupils is shown in the chart due to constraints of

space.
It may be noted that when the ‘Hungarian violin school’ is mentioned in this thesis, this

refers to Hubay and his pupils.
2 philip, R., Early Recordings, p. 3.



may not individually be entirely representative of ‘normal’ practice.® For this reason, the
thesis examines as wide a range of artists playing as wide a variety of repertoire as has
been possible to collate during the period of research. Details of those recordings used in

the preparation of the research are provided in the discography.

Louis Spohr Pierre Rode
(1784-1859) (1774-1830)
Joseph Boehm
(1795-1876) Charles A. de Bériot
Ferdinand David (1802-1870)
(1810-1873)
—— Joseph Joachim Kaéroly Huber Henri Vieuxtemps
(1831-1907) (1828-1885) [~ (1820-1881)
I l L | Eugene Ysaye
(1858-1931)
Leopoid Auer Jeno Hubay  Joseph Bloch
(1854-1930) (1858-1937) (1862-1922)
Adila Fachiri J6sef Szigeti Zoltan Székely Emil Telmanyi
(1886-1962) (1892-1973) (1903-2001) (1892-1988)
Ferenc Vecsey Stefi Geyer Jelly d’Aranyi
(1893-1935) (1888-1956) (1893-1966)
= formal pedagogic relationship.
""""" = close professional association.
Fig. L.1: Charnt showing the pedagogic/professional connections between violinists in the

nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

2 A similar problem may be also perceived in treatises written by exceptional
pedagogues such as Spohr, Joachim and Auer, who perhaps do not always recount
ordinary practice but nevertheless recommend it.



1880 —
— Adila Fachiri (1886-1962), studied 1896-1905
——— Stefi Geyer (1888-1956), studied 1899-1906
1900 ____ |
Ferenc Vecsey (1893-1935), studied 1901-1903
Eddy Brown (1895-1974), studied 1902-1906
Jelly d’ Ardnyi (1893-1966), studied 1902-1907
J6sef Szigeti (1892-1973), studied 1903-1905
[~ Emil Telméanyi (1892-1988), studied 1905-1911
——— LA4szI6 Szentgyorgyi (1897-1954), studied 1907-1912
Eugene Ormandy (1899-1985), studied 1908-1913
1910
L Ede Zathureczky (1903-1959), studied 1912-1917
——— Z6ltan Székely (1903-2001), studied 1914-1921
1920 —
Gabriella Lengyel (b. 1920), studied 1929-1936
1930
Johanna Marzy (1924-1979), studied 1933-1936
1940

Fig. 1.2: Time line showing Hubay's pupils’ periods of study with their teacher in Budapest.



Chapter 1

Antecedents and Developments

‘Only since Hubay's arrival in Hungary can we talk specifically of a Hungarian School."!

The Oxford English Dictionary defines ‘school’ as ‘a body or succession of persons who
in some department of speculation or practice are disciples of the same master or who are
united by a general similarity of principles and methods.”' This definition seems
appropriate in terms of musical performance not only because a school of violin playing
can be seen as a lineage of players descending from a celebrated pedagogue (that is,
indicative of a ‘genealogy’) but also because it comprises a given set of characteristics
which, as Pascal describes in regard to ‘style,’ are ‘both consistent with and denoting
generalities.’> Such a comparison of definitions shows that concepts of ‘style,’ ‘school’

and musical ‘genealogy’ are interlinked.?

! Flesch, C., The Memoirs of Carl Flesch; Eng. trans. Flesch, C., and Keller, H., Rockcliff
(London, 1957), reprint, Da Capo (New York, 1979), p. 153.

! Simpson, J. A., and Weiner, E. S. C,, ed.,'School;’ The Oxford English Dictionary, 2™
edn, Clarendon Press (Oxford, 1989), Vol. 14, p. 635.

2 Pascal, R., ‘Style;’ New Grove I, Vol. 24, p. 638.

3 The concept of a ‘school’ may also be closely associated with an actual building, that is,
a venue within which the passing on of established practices (and sometimes the
deliberate quashing of a student’s individual style) takes place. For example, Joachim’s

10



The Hungarian violin school may be said to have developed thanks to Hubay’s long and
influential teaching career in Budapest, as Flesch’s statement clarifies. Hubay brought to
his role as ‘master’ many of the didactic and performing practices he had learned
formally under Joachim’s guidance as well as those he had adopted during his time in
Brussels. 'i‘he Hungarian violin school is thus a hybrid of two distinctive nineteenth-
century schools of violin playing; the German school, renowned for its stylistic
conservatism; and the Franco-Belgian school, typically then perceived as being focussed
on virtuosity and showmanship. But as Boyden explains, ‘although we may sometimes
talk quite properly of ‘schools’ and their characteristics and although great players like
Joachim and Ysaye played in markedly different styles, sharp distinctions of instruction
became less clear [in the twentieth century].”® The availability of quicker means of travel

at the beginning of the century’ and the emergence of commercial recordings, the

position as the most prominent German violinist and teacher of his time was cemented by
his founding of the Konigliche Hochschule fiir Musik in Berlin in 1868 and, as Schwarz
observes, Vieuxtemps’ presence at the Brussels Conservatory ‘contributed decisively to
the growing success of the Belgian violin school’ (Schwarz, B., ‘Vieuxtemps;’ New
Grove 11, Vol. 26, p. 598). Similarly, Hubay’s insistence on a new building for the
Budapest Academy in 1907 shows the significant role that physical place played in the
dissemination of his teaching.

* Boyden, D., ‘Violin;’ New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, Macmillan
(London, 1989), Vol. 19, p. 785.

3 Many of Hubay’s most successful pupils established international careers abroad
following their Budapest débuts. Before World War One there was a steady exodus of
young Hungarian violinists from Budapest: Vecsey left in 1903, Szigeti in 1905,
Telmanyi in 1911 and Eddy Brown and Helen Ware returned to their native America in
1913. The d’Arényi sisters established themselves in London by 1914 and Erna
Rubinstein, Istvdn Partos and Zoltdn Székely began their careers in Holland. A career
such as that pursued by Szigeti and d’Ardnyi and others, encompassing regular recording
sessions, concert appearances, concert tours and teaching commitments in locations as far
apart as Japan, America, North America, North Africa and Russia as well as Europe,
would have been considered almost inconceivable by the previous generation of players.

11



dissemination of which, notes Philip, ‘meant that musicians could influence each other
more directly than in earlier periods,’® began to blur previously evident scholastic and

stylistic boundaries between schools of playing.
The Nineteenth Century
Joachim and the German School

Joseph Joachim departed his native Hungary in 1839 to study in Vienna with Joseph
Boehm (1795-1876), also a Hungarian expatriate. He transferred five years later to
Leipzig to continue lessons with Ferdinand David (1810-1873), himself a pupil of Louis
Spohr (1784-1859). Joachim has thus been considered as the natural successor to the
Spohr tradition of violin playing and teaching in Germany. Indeed, Joachim and Moser

cite Spohr verbatim several times in their Violinschule.’

The idea of a ‘Joachim school’ of playing in the sense of a taught method is difficult to
visualise. One of his students, Leopold Auer (1845-1930), recalled that Joachim’s pupils
‘hardly ever played any scales or études for him’ and that he ‘rarely entered into technical
details, and never made any suggestions to his pupils as to what they were to do to gain
technical facility.’® According to several sources including Auer, the only remark

Joachim would make, having himself first demonstrated a point, would be, ‘So miissen

¢ Philip, R., ‘Performing Practice;’ New Grove I, Vol. 19, p. 377.

7 Joachim, J., and Moser, A., Violinschule , 3 vols, Simrock (Berlin, 1902-1905); Eng.
trans. Moffat, A., as Violin School, 3 vols, Simrock (London, 1905).

® Auer, L., My Long Life in Music, Frederick A. Stokes (New York, 1923), pp. 22-23.
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Sie es spielen’ (‘that’s the way you must play it’).” Likewise, Sam Franko (1857-1937),
an almost exact contemporary of Hubay and also a pupil of both Joachim and
Vieuxtemps, states that in trying to imitate his teacher, Joachim, in this way he
consequently ‘lost his own individuality,” a result that also ‘affected everyone else in the
class.”'® Joachim’s lack of attention to teaching technical details suggests that he
concentrated §n musical and interpretative aspects of performance and the mimetic
relationship he established with his pupils surely indicates an agenda to disseminate his
own approach to violin performance. Indeed, Joachim’s assistant and collaborator
Andreas Moser (1859-1925) was confident that Joachim’s approach would endure,
admitting ‘he has placed the stamp of his individuality upon the art of violin playing...
his numerous pupils will carry his teaching well into the next century.”!' But Moser
denied the existence of a ‘Joachim school,’ instead viewing Joachim as a descendant of
the Italo-French school of Viotti and Rode." In reality, Joachim’s teacher, Boehm, had
only a very brief acquaintance with Rode, and Joachim’s bowing certainly differed from
that of the French School. In line with his advocacy of Spohr’s approach in written
sources, both Joachim’s bowing and general style were closer to those used by Spohr,

which Joachim knew well through David. In terms of bow position Schwarz describes

Joachim as having used

® Ibid.

1 Eranko, S., Chords and Discords, Viking Press (New York, 1938), pp. 19-20.
" Moser, A., Joseph Joachim, ein Lebensbild, 2 vols, 2nd edn, Deutsche Brahms-
Gesellschaft (Berlin, 1908-1910); Eng. trans. Durham, L., as Joseph Joachim, A
Biography, 2 vols, Welby (London, 1901), Vol. 2, p. 239.

12 See Moser, A., Joseph Joachim, Vol. 2, p. 240.
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a very low upper right arm pressed against the body, which necessitated a highly
angled wrist. He gripped the bow stick with his fingertips; the fingers were kept
close together, the index finger touching the stick at the first joint (counted from
the nail), while the little finger remained on the stick at all times. The change of

bow at the frog was accomplished by a rotary wrist movement and stiff fingers."

Such a posture is shown in Adolph von Menzel’s 1854 drawing of Joachim." This
manner of holding the bow was shared by Karoly Huber, in whose Hegediiiskola (1875)
directions were given for a straight-thumb, an arched wrist when bowing at the heel and a
low-right elbow position."*> Joachim’s great-niece, Adila Fachiri (née d’ Ardnyi) (1886-
1962), a pupil of Hubay and Joachim, notes that ‘Joachim’s instructions to me were that
the [right] arm should be in such a position that a ruler placed across the arm would stay
there horizontally.”'® Notwithstanding that such a deed is possible when playing in the
middle to upper-half of the bow when the upper-arm is kept close to the body, Fachiri’s
description is unsupported by Menzel’s drawing, in which Joachim is depicted playing
below the middle of the bow on the d- or a-string with a highly arched wrist and a lower-
forearm inclined so that a ruler would be unlikely to ‘stay there horizontally.” Joachim’s
bow hold was criticised by Flesch who commented that ‘a majority of the students thus
maltreated contracted arm troubles and, as violinists, became cripples for life.’"” By

comparison, players in the French school at the time of Joachim had begun to adopt a

13 Schwarz, B., Greatr Masters of the Violin, Robert Hale Ltd (London, 1984), p. 271.

4 See reproduction in Schwarz, B., Grear Masters, p. 260.

'S Huber, C., Hegediiiskola, T4borszky (Budapest, 1875), p. 4.

16 Macleod, J., The Sisters d’Ardnyi, George Allen and Unwin Ltd (London, 1969), p. 51.

"Flesch, C., Memoirs (1957), p. 34.
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higher right arm position than their forebear Baillot (1771-1842) had prescribed.'®
Henryk Wieniawski (1835-1880) was a case in point, Moser commenting that
Wieniawski’s bow arm was ‘incredibly stiff... His high angular elbow and inflexible
wrist had a ruinous effect on many violinists.”'* Similarly, Joachim himself writes that
‘[French and Belgian violinists|] carried the use of the too high elbow, with the resultant
stiffness of bowing, to [a] most mischievous extreme.’”® By the close of the nineteenth

century a high night elbow was regarded as acceptable in French practice.

Joachim’s approach to music (as opposed to violin teaching) was certainly regarded as
being more intellectual than other virtuoso players of his day, as his lack of technical
emphasis in the classroom would appear to indicate. Indeed, Moser, his view clearly
prejudiced by his proximity to Joachim, writes ‘he is the first person who has played the
violin, not for its own sake, but in the service of an ideal, and has lifted up his calling
from the rank of mere mechanical skill to an intellectual level.”* Moser’s opinion was
shared; Hanslick describes Joachim at his debut in Vienna in 1861 as ‘no mere virtuoso
but rather a significant and individual personality’® and, in Sir Henry Wood’s opinion,
Joachim’s playing was ‘free from any trace of exaggeration and [was] always musical

and scholarly.’® Joachim’s flexible approach to tempo and rhythm was particularly

18See Baillot, P., L’Art du Violon, Dép6t Central de la Musique (Paris, 1835); Eng. trans.
Goldberg, L., as The Art of the Violin, Northwestern University Press (Illinois, 1991), pp.
19-20.

' Moser, A., in Schwarz, B., Great Masters, p. 244.

® Joachim, J., and Moser, A., Violin School, Vol. 2, pp. 13-14.

2 Moser, A., Joseph Joachim, Vol. 2, p. 238.

2 Hanslick, E., Vienna’s Golden Years of Music 1850-1900; Eng. trans., Pleasants, H.,
Simon and Schuster (New York, 1950), pp. 76-77.

B Wood, H., My Life of Music, Victor Gollancz (London, 1938), pp. 183-184.
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characteristic of the Spohr tradition. Furthermore, his use of expressive slides was
minimal and he employed vibrato very sparingly, supporting Woods’s comment that
Joachim’s playing had been ‘free from any trace of exaggeration.” Such observations are

confirmed by available recordings and will be discussed in the succeeding chapters.

Vieuxtemps and the Franco-Belgian School

Born in Belgium in 1820, Henri Vieuxtemps was taught principally by Charles-Auguste
de Bériot (1802-1870), then the chief pedagogue of the French school and a pupil of
Pierre Rode (1774-1830). Even in his earliest concerts, commentators noted

' of performance. While it is

Vieuxtemps’ ‘original, novel, and yet classical manner
unclear in which part of his performing style the newness of Vieuxtemps’ approach had
been most manifest, attention was often directed towards an apparent ‘lack of
expression,’? especially when comparisons were made between Vieuxtemps and other
players. Hanslick comments in 1861 that Beethoven’s Violin Concerto Op. 61 ‘sounded
more brilliant {and] more lively, when Vieuxtemps played it; Joachim searched it more

deeply and surpassed through a truly ethical force that which Vieuxtemps had achieved

through an irresistible temperament.”

Certainly Vieuxtemps’ virtuoso brilliance, the apparent energy of his performances and

his choice of repertoire (including his own transcriptions and concertos) align him with

* Lannoy, E. von, cited in Schwarz, B., ‘Vieuxtemps;’ New Grove 11, Vol. 26, p. 598.
® Phipson, T. L., Famous Violinists and Fine Violins, 2™ edn, Chatto and Windus
(Philadelphia, 1903), p. 244.

% Hanslick, E., Vienna's Golden Years (Eng. trans.), p. 77.
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the virtuoso violinist-composer tradition of Paganini, a style central to the Franco-Belgian
school and one that Joachim had shunned fairly early in his career. But Vieuxtemps’ first
biographer, Kufferath, writes, ‘it could be said that Vieuxtemps was a blood brother of
Spohr... but that he had been born of a different mother; the French spirit, the desire for
brilliance, the need for applause... in a word the opposite of the naive sincerity of
German violinists.”” In truth, however, Vieuxtemps’ association with Spohr seems to
have been limited to a few isolated meetings in the winter of 1833.2 Kufferath’s
somewhat confu_sing perception of Vieuxtemps’ musical genealogy nonetheless
acknowledges the differences between the two schools and perhaps makes Hubay's close

connection with both the more noteworthy.

Joachim criticised Vieuxtemps for adhering ‘too strictly to the printed notes when playing
the classics, unable to read between the lines,’” implying that Vieuxtemps’ performance
style was less ‘searching’ than his own and that Vieuxtemps’ approach to rhythm may
have been less flexible and more literal than Joachim’s. Phipson’s criticism that
Vieuxtemps’ playing occasionally lacked expression seems to underline the essential
difference between Vieuxtemps’ and Joachim’s individual playing styles, at least in terms
of popular perception; the loftiness of Joachim’s ‘ethical force’ versus Vieuxtemps'’

‘technically infallible’ virtuosity.

7 Kufferath, M., Henri Vieuxtemps, Sa Vie et Son Oeuvre, Rozez (Brussels, 1883), p.
106.

2 Ibid, p. 48.

® Moser, A., Joseph Joachim (Eng. trans.), Vol. 2, p. 292.

3 Eor a fuller account of the differing practices of the French and German Schools in the

mid-nineteenth century see Milsom, D., Theory and Practice, pp. 18-27.
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Hubay

Hubay arrived in Paris in 1878, doubtless equipped by Joachim to play in the German
manner. But it seems unlikely that his playing wholly resembled Joachim’s at this time
since Vieuxtemps appreciated Hubay’s style enough to recommend him for a job in
Belgium. At the Brussels Conservatory Hubay joined a predominantly French teaching
staff including Hubert Léonard (1819-1890). The prescribed study materials for this
period at the institption included Wieniawski’s Ecéle Moderne and 10 Etudes (1854) and
Vieuxtemps’ editions of Kreutzer’s 42 Etudes, Fiorillo’s 36 Etudes and virtuoso pieces
by Léonard, Vieuxtemps and Wieniawski. Above all, it seems, the syllabus concentrated

primarily on technical advancement.

Madria Zipernovszky, a pupil of Hubay in Budapest, writes that Hubay ‘respected the
French tradition of playing’ and that ‘he always used the correct French terminology’*'
when teaching in Brussels, and Henri Laoureux, a pupil of Hubay in Brussels, later
recalled that Hubay taught him ‘in the French style,’* although he does not elaborate on
this. On his return to Hungary to take up his late father’s position at the Budapest
Academy in 1886, Hubay’s pedagogical approach and didactic priorities had been
demonstrably influenced by his experiences in Belgium. His exposure to the Franco-
Belgian method appears to have provided Hubay with the backbone of his own teaching
programme, remaining unchanged in terms of its preoccupation with technical

advancement and its reliance on French study material for the following four decades.

3 Halmy, F., and Zipernovszky, M., Hubay Jend, p. 152.
2 Ibid.
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Hubay seems to have modified his bow hold following his proximity to French models.
Zipernovszky notes that Hubay held the bow ‘lightly as if catching a feather, with the
index finger and little finger touching the stick and the other fingers resting on the stick
and a slightly bent thumb.”>> Such a report contradicts Huber’s and Joachim’s practice
and suggests that Hubay had adapted his posture. Hubay’s commentaries for his Etudes
Op. 63 (pour développer la technique de I’archet) No. 1, No. 2, No. 4 and No. 5 clarify
that he regarded the flexibility of the wrist as of critical importance, a feature not
conveyed in accounts of Joachim’s posture. But the right arm positions of Szigeti and
Ferenc Vecsey (1893- 1935) (also taught by Hubay in the early years of the century) bore
a close resemblance to Joachim’s hold, with the right elbow kept close to the body.
Indeed, Szigeti recalls his earliest (pre-Hubay) lessons as having used ‘the book under the
arm method,”* whereby a book placed under the right arm was intended to maintain the
closeness of the arm to the body without the book dropping to the floor. In contrast, in a
1935 photograph of Wanda Luzzato (one of Hubay’s final students), Luzzato uses a
prominently high elbow posture for a bow position resting on the a-string.® Clearly,
therefore, Hubay’s approach to teaching posture had changed somewhat in the

intervening decades, reflecting a more modern style by the 1930s.

* Ibid, p. 146.
¥ Szigeti, J., With Strings, p. 13.
3 See reproduction in Gombos, L., Hubay Jend, p. 32.
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The Violin Syllabus at the Budapest Academy

In 1889 the Budapest Academy’s violin preparatory class, designed by Hubay and taught
principally by Joseph Bloch (1862-1922) (a pupil of Karoly Huber), required its pupils to
prepare: Kreutzer’s 42 Etudes (ed. Vieuxtemps); Rode’s 24 Caprices (ed. Vieuxtemps);
and Dont’s 24 Etudes Op. 35 in addition to Huber’s Hegediiiskola. Hubay’s own
advanced class was divided into three parts, each representing one year of study. His
teaching was based on the systematic progress through selected technical treatises:
Kreutzer’s 42 Etudes (ed. Vieuxtemps); Fiorillo’s 36 Etudes (ed. Vieuxtemps); Rode’s 24
Caprices (ed. Vieuxtemps); and Campagnoli’s Metodo per Violino (ed. Schradieck). As
requisite study material students prepared selected Tartini sonatas in editions by Léonard,
short pieces by Vieuxtemps and Wieniawski, a selection of Paganini’s 24 Caprices Op.1
as well as Hubay’s own Suite Op. S and concertos by Vieuxtemps, Wieniawski, Brahms
and Beethoven (ed. Wilhelmj).* In addition, requirements also included the preparation
of Bach’s Sonatas and Partitas for Solo Violin BWV 1001-1006 (ed. David), Spohr’s

Violin Concerto No. 7 and short pieces by Joachim.

The inclusion of a fourth year of the course in 1892 introduced further virtuoso repertoire
to the syllabus; show-pieces by Wieniawski and Sarasate and Hubay’s Concerto

Dramatique Op. 21, as well as Meerts’ Etudes Rhythmiques. In 1894 additional technical
volumes by Saint-Lubin, Mayseder and Bériot were added to the already extensive list of

requirements, and concertos by Dvordk and Tchaikovsky were stipulated as study

% Hubay’s own edition of Beethoven’s Violin Concerto Op. 61 was not published until
1918 (Rozsnayi Karoly, Budapest).
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material. The requisites for Bloch’s preparatory class remained unchanged. Hubay’s
requirements were consistent from 1894-1900, changing only with the inclusion of his
own Scénes de la Csarda® and his Variations in D minor Op. 72 in 1898. In 1904 Hubay
added his Six Etudes de Violon (pour développer la technique de I’archet) Op. 63 and Six
Etudes de Violon (pour développer la technique de la main gauche) Op. 64. Following
the gradual inclusion of Hungarian-character pieces as study material, first noticeable in
1900 with Hubay’s Scénes... and later (in 1904) with Kéroly Huber’s Magyar Abrdnd,
the 1905 syllabus recqmmended the preparation of Auer’s Rhapsodie Hongrois and
Joachim’s Konzert in Ungarischer Weise Op. 11. In 1908 Joachim’s transcriptions of
Brahms’ Hungarian Dances were added to the list and in 1909 Herzfeld's Magyar Tanok,
Koessler’s Magyar Tanok and Bloch's Airs Hongroises Op. 49 appeared for the first time
on Hubay’s syllabus. The preparatory class requirements for 1905 included Hubay’s Six
Poémes Hongroises Op. 27, his Régi Idokbol Op. 37, Magyar Alfoldi Képek Op.44,
Mazurka Op. 45, and Magyar Hangok Op. 54, followed in 1909 with Joseph Bloch’s
Prémiere Rhapsodie Hongroise Op.44. In 1906 Kéroly Huber’s Hegediiiskola was
removed from the preparatory syllabus and shortly afterwards, in 1908, the previously
recommended Vieuxtemps edition of Kreutzer's 42 Etudes was replaced with Hubay’s
own edition, followed in 1909 with his editions of Rode’s 24 Etudes, Mayseder’s Six
Etudes, Saint-Lubin’s Six Grand Caprices and Gaviniés’ 24 Matinées. Hubay’s edition
of Vieuxtemps’ Six Etudes de Concert was added to the list in 1914. His edition of

Bach’s Sonatas and Partitas for Solo Violin BWV 1001-1006 was published in 1909 and

37 Year 1; No. 1 Op. 9, No. 4 Hejre Kati Op. 32, No. 5 Hulldmzo Balaton Op. 33; Year 2;
No. 2 Kis Furulydm Op. 13, No. 3 Maros Vise Op. 18, No. 8 Azt mondjdk Op. 60, No. 10
Szalatnai emlék Op. 69; Y ear 3; No. 7 Kossuth-néta Op. 41, No. 9 Czinka Panna Nétdja
Op. 65, No. 11 Szomoriifiiz hervadt lombja Op. 82, No. 12, Piczi tubiczdm Op. 83.
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replaced David’s edition on the syllabus from that year. For both the preparatory and
advanced classes the syllabus remained largely unchanged at least until the Academy’s
yearbook was produced using a new format in 1917, excluding any list of requisite study

material from its contents.*®

In rejecting the previous syllabus of the Academy, Hubay's curriculum was characterised
by three main features: the development of a virtuoso technique using predominantly
French study material; the promotion of Hungarian-character pieces; and the advocacy of

Bach and Spohr to be studied in German editions.

Hubay’s most prominent pedagogical resources in designing a curriculum dedicated
primarily to technical advancement were études of the Franco-Belgian schools and
virtuoso repertoire in French editions. By 1900, 75% of the technical study volumes
stipulated for use in Hubay’s class was French, Italo-French or Belgian.*® Comparatively,
in his Hegediiiskola (1875), Kéroly Huber suggests the preparation of pedagogical works
80% of which are represented by German authors (David, Mayseder, Schon, Hasel,
Kayser, Béhmer and Spohr) with only a few titles from the classical French school.
Hubay’s choice of technical studies and repertoire in French editions reveals much about
his pedagogical influences and ambitions, and his mixture of German and French

material (albeit with a huge bias towards the French) is suitably symbolic of the approach

he had formed.

3 Franz Liszt Academy year books 1889-1917, Franz Liszt Academy, Budapest.

% In addition, when Hubay published his own editions of key pedagogical texts, the
suggested fingerings and expressive directions were most often taken directly from
Vieuxtemps' editions of the same works.
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That Hubay viewed his method primarily in terms of teaching a virtuoso level of
technique rather than concentrating mostly on interpretation as Joachim had done is
supported by accounts from his students in the early twentieth century. Szigeti recalls ‘an
obsession for exhibitionistic virtuosity... in Hubay’s classes™ amid an atmosphere of
‘puerile technical rivalry.”' Similarly, Dénes Kovomzay comments that ‘[Hubay’s)
teaching was absolutely concentrated on technique and virtuosity.** Although not
actually a pupil of Hubay (but rather a student at the Budapest Academy during the
1930s), Kato Havas also reports that technique had been Hubay’s main pedagogical
preoccupation.® This theme is taken further by Flesch in his assessment that Hubay’s
pupil Vecsey’s playing as a child was ‘primitive and undistinguished musically’ and that
Vecsey’s ‘musical and ethical education was left to chance — to the vagaries of concert
life.”* Flesch’s accusation that Hubay had neglected the ‘musical and ethical education’
of at least one of his stellar pupils in favour of teaching technical precision is echoed in
Szigeti's insistence that his studies with Hubay ‘lack[ed] a solid musical foundation and
outlook.”® In popular perception, too, Hubay’s teaching was considered as having being

focussed on ‘mastering the technicalities of violin playing in the shortest possible time.’*

“ Szigeti, J., With Strings, p. 43.
*! Ibid, pp. 87-88.
2 Koromzay, D., interview by Rolston, T., (The Banff Centre, Banff, Alberta, Canada, 5

June 1981), cited in Kenneson, C., Székely and Bartdk, The Story of a Friendship,

Amadeus Press (Oregon, 1994), p. 15.
S In conversation with the author, Oxford, 18" February 2004.

“ Resch, C., Memoirs, pp. 251-252.
* Szigeti, J., With Strings, p. 88.
“ Brook, D., Violinists of Today, Rockcliff (London, 1948), p. 167.
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In contrast, however, Zipernovszky comments that Hubay always insisted on his pupils

‘making an artistic performance of the highest standard.’*’

Such consistent criticism that Hubay’s teaching method was predicated for the most part
on the teaching of mechanics is intriguing given his own long association with string
quartet playing.® Nonetheless, Szigeti recalls that his timetabled chamber music classes
with David Popper had been regarded as ‘token lessons.” Rather, as Zoltin Székely,®
Kato Havas™ and Dénes Kovomzay™ each observe, it was Leo Wigher and Imre
Waldbauer rather than Hubay who had instituted compulsory chamber music classes.
Hubay’s insistence on the presence of Hungarian-character works on his syllabus fro;n
1900 onwards indicates both a nationalist tendency in musical terms and a conspicuous
and conscious intent to promote the ‘Hungarianess’ of his teaching programme. His
replacement of his father’s Hegediiiskola in 1906 with studies by Bloch and others
exhibits both a decision to modemise his approach and a shift in the pedagogical
emphasis of his syllabus away from the German tradition. But the formal rejection of

Huber’s text may have been unrepresentative of Hubay’s way of teaching at the time;

“’ Halmy, F., and Zipernovszky, M., Hubay Jené, p. 166.

* On his return to Budapest in 1886 Hubay formed, with David Popper, the Hubay-
Popper string quartet. Until Popper’s death in 1913 the group maintained a prominent
role in the musical life of the city. See Gombos, L., Hubay Jend, pp. 13-15.

® Szigeti, J., With Strings, p. 37.

% Székely, Z., Székely and Bartok, p. 21.

5! Havas, K., in conversation with the author, Oxford, 17" May 2004.

52 Koromazay, D., interview by Rolston, T., (The Banff Centre, Banff, Alberta, Canada, 5t
June 1981), cited in Kenneson, C., Székely and Bartdk, p. 15.
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Zipernovszky recalls that Hubay used his father’s exercises throughout his career,

suggesting that he remained convinced of their pedagogic value.®

That Hubay continued to accept the pre-eminence of some German school texts by
including them in his syllabus testifies to the influence of his training with Joachim.

Until his own edition was published in 1909, for example, Hubay recommended David’s
edition of Bach’s Sonatas and Partitas for Solo Violin BWV 1001-1006. In his preface
Hubay writes ‘Joachim usgd the very excellent edition made by Ferdinand David... At
the same time Joachim changed a great deal in this edition, with regard to the manner of
playing, bowing, fingering, and marks of interpretation. I kept to all the alterations made
by him.”* Székely recalls that Hubay had used his own printed edition when teaching the
works in 1920, remembering that ‘he taught the articulation as it appeared in his
publication.’® Reflecting Hubay’s partially revised approach to this music, Zipernovszky
notes that Hubay believed ‘Bach should be played according to our own age.”* Thus, in
Hubay’s edition of Bach’s Sonata for Solo Violin in A minor BWV 1003, Adagio/22 (ex.
1.1) the trill on the fourth beat concludes upwards with a pre-emptive statement of the
final note (e?) whereas Joachim suggests both an additional trill on the third beat of the
bar and a downwards resolution of the final trill (ex. 1.2). Even though Hubay’s loyalty
undoubtedly lay with the German school in regard to these works, his approach in this bar

bears more similarity to Franco-Belgian editions by Capet (ex. 1.3), Flesch (1.4) and

2 Halmy, F., and Zipemovszky, M., Hubay Jend, p. 146.
% Bach, J. S., Sonaten und Partiten, BWV 1001-1006, ed. Hubay, J., Harmonia

(Budapest, 1909), p. 2.
% Kenneson, C., Székely and Bartdk, p. 22.
% Halmy, F., and Zipernovszky, M., Hubay Jend, p. 152.
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Champeil (ex. 1.5) in terms of the direction of resolution of the final trill. In general,
however, his edition owes much to the German tradition, as his preface makes clear. In
the same sonata, Allegro, for example, he stipulates the use of spiccato in some piano
bars, matching David’s suggested approach and Joachim’s leggiero markings. Likewise,
Hubay’s recommended articulation for the opening theme of Bach’s Sonata for Solo
Violin in C major BWV 1005/Fugue follows the practice of both David and Joachim to
use legato bowing as opposed to the French approach which often suggests a détaché
reading as in Capet’s 1915 edition (ex. 1.6). Such an example supports Szigeti’s case that
Hubay was linked to a tradition of playing ‘that goes back to the executions and editions
of Ferdinand David and Joachim,’” and it certainly appears that Hubay regarded his

German training to have been relevant to a modern pedagogy in terms of these works.

Accounts of violin teaching practices at the Budapest Academy during the early years of
the twentieth century are often vague. Székely notes ‘as good a reputation as the
Hungarian school of violin playing had, its operations were not that specific.”® In
common with Joachim’s practice, the formal arrangements of both Hubay and Bloch
relied on teaching assistants (usually former pupils) to prepare students for their weekly
classes. Székely recalls that Sdndor Koszegi (a former pupil of Bloch) primed pupils for
their lessons with Bloch in the 1910s, but that Koszegi ‘no longer knew how Bloch
required certain works to be studied.”® His remark seems to imply both that the

communication between teaching assistants and senior staff may have been minimal and

5 Szigeti, J., SoV, p. 101.
8 Kenneson, C., Székely and Barték, p. 11.
* Ibid, p. 12.
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that Bloch’s style of playing was outmoded by this time. Furthermore, reports of Bloch’s
actual teaching reveal rather indistinct pedagogical aims; he typically provided a
pizzicato accompaniment to his pupils and corrected their mistakes by alerting the studént
to the error.* Székely notes that Hubay’s teaching style had been similar; Hubay
accompanied at the piano and rarely interrupted. Henri Laoureux, recollects, however,
that when Hubay wanted him to play ‘as an individual’ he would accompany him at the
piano, at other times requiring him to imitate his teacher.®’ On the basis of Laoureux’s
evidence, Hubay seems on every occasion to have wanted Székely to play ‘as an

individual,” Hubay most frequently accompanying his pupil.

Commenting on Hubay’s approach in 1920, Székely explains

Hubay’s masterclass was not a real teaching class. One was supposed to “do it
well,” and Hubay did not go into specific details. Somehow the work was
supposed “to go by itself...” nobody specifically instructed us. The principle
seemed to be ‘prepare the next piece for next time,” and the result was supposed
to be good in itself... It seemed as if the prevailing attitude was that whatever one
did, one was good, perhaps the best, and one could not do better... [ am not very

enthusiastic about what he did.®

% Ibid, p. 11.
¢ Halmy, F., and Zipernovszky, M., Hubay Jens, p. 151.
€ Kenneson, C., Székely and Barték, p. 21.
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Székely implies that Hubay did not ‘teach’ in the sense that he conveyed his manner of
playing to his pupils at this time, contesting the possibility of a perceivable stylistic
‘genealogy’ (unless, that is, Hubay’s pupils imitated their teacher without being
consciously aware of doing so). Testimonial accounts of his teaching from other pupils
recall an altogether more sympathetic approach at the start of the century, and one
removed from the somewhat casual attitude noted by Székely. Szigeti notes Hubay’s

‘extraordinary flair and suggestive power,’® and Stefi Geyer comments:

Hubay’s teaching had such an effect on me, that if he had wanted I could have
solved the impossible... I cannot be more appreciative than to say that he treated
us as individuals and varied his teaching techniques accordingly. We became
independent at a young age because we were taught to think for ourselves. It thus
became possible for the three of us, Vecsey, Szigeti and I to have our own
individual styles, but at the same time to show all the hallmarks of Hubay’s

methods... common to us all was a full and sonorous sound.*

Geyer’s observations provide two important clues to Hubay’s style of teaching. First,
Hubay varied his teaching techniques according to the needs of each pupil, offering an
alternative view from Székely and strongly implying that his was a flexible method.
Secondly, she intimates that Hubay did not expect his pupils to imitate any other player,
including himself. This ethos contradicts both the practice of demonstration and

imitation central to Joachim’s approach and Laoureux’s account of Hubay’s own earlier

© Szigeti, J., SoV, p. 4.
 Halmy, F., and Zipernovszky, M., Hubay Jend, p. 166.
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teaching style. But that Geyer perceived certain discernible ‘hallmarks of Hubay’s
method’ present in the playing of his pupils (in spite of her teacher’s apparent aim to
promote artistic independence) suggests that there were indeed unifying characteristics |
which defined Hubay’s approach. Zipernovszky also acknowledges the similarities
between Hubay’s pupils, noting, like Geyer, that ‘every Hubay pupil is recognised by
their strong and resounding tone.’®> She goes further, commenting that ‘the playing of
Hubay’s pupils mirrored the playing of their teacher because he demonstrated,” * clearly
supporting the view that a convincing musical genealogy can, indeed, be traced from
teacher to pupil. In agreement with Laoureux (but disagreeing with Geyer), therefore,
Zipernovsky suggests that imitation had formed an important part of Hubay’s teaching.
Elsewhere, Zipernovszky acknowledges that ‘wherever they came from Hubay always
changed their playing,’s’ perhaps implying that the relationship between teacher and pupil
may have been mimetic in the manner of Joachim’s approach, or at the least that the

playing style of Hubay’s students had been stylistically derivative from his own.

The Hungarian School After Hubay

From the close of the nineteenth century to the end of the period under scrutiny, violin
playing in general underwent two important stylistic changes. These are exemplified by
changes in the Hungarian school. First, the approach of younger players at the beginning

of the twentieth century challenged the older style of playing in terms of the expressive

S Ibid, p. 165.
% Ibid.
¢ Ibid, p. 141.
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devices used and their frequency of application. In particular, vibrato was used more
often, developing into a so-called continuous vibrato, portamento was more routinely
employed and detailed rhythmic flexibility became gradually less frequent (although
rubato remained an important expressive device). Szigeti comments that a ‘new ideal of
beauty’® in performance emerged after the First World War and states that ‘those who
did not develop towards this new trend had little chance of maintaining their hold.’® He
cites the examples of Henri Marteau (1874-1934), Juan Manén (1883-1971), Arrigo
Serrato (1877-1948) and others who received their training in the nineteenth century as
those who did not make this transition successfully. Similarly, following a meeting with
Joachim in 1905, Szigeti perceived Joachim’s playing style to be ‘already so much part of
the past.”™ Szigeti’s reluctance to continue his training with Joachim coincided with his

hearing Elman, Kreisler and Ysaye play for the first time in the same year. He writes

I sensed a dividing line between the violin playing I had heard in my
Budapest days and what I was hearing now. One I associated with the

past, the other with the future.”

Szigeti’s comment makes clear that, in comparison to the playing styles of Ysaye,
Kreisler and Elman, he considered his training in Hungary to have been outdated.

Indeed, he states that the single unifying feature of the playing of Ysaye, Kreisler and

% Szigeti, J., With Strings, p. 91.
® Ibid.

™ Ibid, p. 58.

" Ibid, p. 90.
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Elman seemed, to him, to be ‘something that proclaims it of our time.”” Likewise, Ysaje
comments that a performance of Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto Op. 35 by Mischa
Elman in 1912 ‘took on a new beauty which I had not expected in it."” Especially in
terms of the type and speed of vibrato used in their first recordings, the playing of Szigeti
and Vecsey appears to owe much to the influence of these players. The increased
application of expressive devices that, for the previous generation, had been more
selectively employed, created a progressively more sentimental style of playing, causing
Szigeti retrospectively to describe his own recordings made at this time as ‘aberrations
from good taste.”” Szigeti’s idolisation of Kreisler et al clarifies that his main influence
at this time was not his own formal education with Hubay but, rather, the visceral

environment of his teenaged years.

The second important change in violin playing in the period examined was a move,
apparent by the late 1930s, towards a simpler approach to musical expression in
performance. This is most evident in recordings of younger players such as Zoltin
Székely (1903-2001), Johanna Martzy (1924-1979), Gabriella Lengyel (b. 1920) and Ede
Zathureckzy (1903-1959) and some older players such as Adila Fachiri (1886-1962),
Vecesy and Szigeti. Day offers a general explanation for this change, stating that ‘the

1920s were characterised by disillusion, by a distrust of dramatic gestures after the high

” Ibid.

B Letter from Ysaye, E., to Ysaye, L., Konigsberg, 19" January 1912, reproduced in
Ysaye, A., and Ratcliffe, B., Ysaje, His Life, Work and Influence, William Heinemann
Lid (London, 1947), p. 113.

™ Szigeti, J., With Strings, p. 142. )
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sounding rhetoric and propaganda of the Great War.”” His observation corresponds to
Szigeti’s previously noted perception of ‘a new ideal of beauty emerging after the War.”’
Furthermore, younger players showed less interest in allowing their own personalities
(often manifested through a ‘schmaltzy’ reading) to become more important than the
music they played than their older contemporaries. Read’s description of the manner of
prose delivery in the 1920s as being ‘not so much an aggrandisation of the theme as an
aggrandisation of the self’” provides an apposite parallel. Players thus began to reassess
the stylistic approaches of their forebears and in so doing to revaluate the relationship
between technique and expression. Szigeti is a case in point. In response to one critic’s
comment in 1938 that ‘[Szigeti’s] rhythm was precise, his tonal textures dry, the

expressivity complete,’” he notes

It is interesting to see the adjective dry used otherwise than in a disparaging sense:
as a positive feature of a performance. Can this be a reaction against the eternal
‘schmaltz’ of our recent past? These seem healthy trends; they point up certain

excesses of the opposing school of thought.™

™ Day, T., A Century of Recorded Music, Yale University Press (London and Newhaven,

2000), p. 160. o
% Read, H., English Prose Style, Bell and Sons (London, 1952), p. 173, cited in Day, T.,

Recorded Music, p. 160. .
7 Unsigned review, (New York, c. 1938), cited in Szigeti, J., With Strings, p. 100.

™ Szigeti, J., With Strings, p. 100.
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In this way, too, reviews of Székely’s playing in the 1920s praise his ‘purist classical
style’™ and note that ‘he is not at all tempted by sentimentalism.”® But other of Hubay’s
pupils did not develop in this way, notably Eddy Brown (1895-1974), L4szl6é
Szentgyorgyi (1897-1954) and, to some extent, Jelly d’Ardnyi (1886-1962) (among
others) whose playing retained many of the stylistic characteristics associated with the
overly sentimental style of the first years of the century. The difference between the two
styles of playing is evident in duo performances by Jelly d’Ardnyi and her sister Adila
Fachini. In a review published in 1925 of a performance of Bach’s Concerto for Two
Violins in D minor BWYV 1043, a critic observes that ‘the solo parts stand out for their
difference in style; Fachiri’s classical restraint and d’Ardnyi’s romantic warmth.’®' Based
on two recordings of the work made by these players in 1921% and 1926,® the critic was
doubtless alluding to the more frequent use of portamento and the freer approach to

tempo and rhythm in d’Ardnyi’s playing in contrast to her sister’s more literal reading.

Szigeti’s approach to violin playing constitutes a useful case study in which to consider
some of the changes in the relationship between technique and expression in the time
period surveyed. Szigeti studied with Hubay from 1903 to 1905. At the end of his long

career he described his ‘personal method’ as being based on the central principle that

» Unsigned review, unidentified newspaper, (Budapest, c¢. 1920), cited in Kenneson, C.,

Székely and Bartok, p. 29.
® Téth, A., Nyugat (Budapest, c. Spring 1921), cited in Kenneson, C., Székely and

Bartok, p. 34.
8 Unsigned review, The Times, 14" September 1925, British Library collection.

® Discography item 7.
® Discography item 9.
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‘one should question everything.”® Furthermore, he emphatically rejected the idea that
traditions of conveying expression should be passed from teacher to pupil by
demonstration and imitation. Rather, he advocated ‘a working method... starting from
scratch in which imitativeness, whether conscious or unconscious, can have no part,’®
sharing Auer’s contention that ‘tradition in music is the antithesis of progress... [it]
weighs down the present with the dead formalism of the past.’® In his writings, Szigeti’s
discouragement of the reliance on tradition is associated most frequently with fingering
choices. Conversely, he often stresses the importance of following tradition in regard to

issues of bowing.

Fingering

Szigeti writes

I believe it was Mahler who once exclaimed “ Was ihr fiir Tradition hilt
ist eher Schlamperei” (“what you call tradition is more like simple
slovenliness™). We tradition-ridden violinists should take this to heart
particularly when faced with fingering problems, where the bad old days
of the nineteenth century still influence our reflexes and our thinking too

much... To think in terms of positions instead of considering the natural

® Szigeti, J., A Violinist’s Notebook, Gerald Duckworth and Co. Ltd (London, 1964). p.

43,

® Szigeti, J., With Strings, p. 114.

8 Auer, L., Violin Playing, p. 77. Auer’s remarks should be read within the context that
he insisted on teaching late-nineteenth century (‘traditional’) attitudes to expression well

into the 1920s.
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fall of the fingers as the determining factor, to rely mostly on the first,

third and fifth positions... are part of the same unfortunate heritage.”’

By the end of the nineteenth century violin fingering had become more or less fixed on
exploiting mostly only odd-number positions, as Szigeti describes. Furthermore, finger
contractions and extensions were used very rarely, contributing to the frequency with
which slides are implied in editions of the time. Thus, in Joachim’s 1905 edition of
Brahms’ Violin Concerto Op. 77, 1/120-1 (ex. 1.7), the recommended fingering implies
that this passage should be executed using frequent slides, exemplified in practice by
Szigeti’s 1928 recording of the work.® In his 1964 edition (and in his 1948%and 1959
recordings), however, Szigeti’s use of finger extensions and even-number positions

eliminates the need to slide.

Fingerings given in editions of Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto Op. 64, 3/14-16 (ex. 1.8)
similarly illustrate the differences of approach between the ‘traditional’ nineteenth-
century solution to this passage and that suggested by Szigeti. In his edition of the work
(1875), David recommends shifting from first to third position to avoid the stretch from
the c- sharp® semiquaver to the f-sharp’ quaver in 3/14-15. The change in thinking is

clarified by comparing the suggestions of Joachim, Hubay and Szigeti in this bar. All

¥ Szigeti, J., Notebook, p. 18.
% Discography item 137.
® Discography item 140.
% Discography item 143.
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three suggest a fourth finger extension rather than a complete change of position®" as is
recommended in David’s version (although this type of fingering is the exception rather
than the rule for Joachim and Hubay). Furthermore, Szigeti’s fingering on the first beat
of 3/16 is contracted so that the figure can be played in half position, unlike that
suggested in the other editions considered which each recommend a 1-1 shift at the very
beginning of the bar between a-sharp' and b'. In addition, the shift using the first finger
at the end of 3/16 used in editions by David, Joachim and Hubay is avoided in Szigeti’s
version by an earlier shift to third position on the a-string. Szigeti’s use of extensions and
contractions should be viewed as an exemplar of a general trend in string fingering at this
time rather than as a development applicable only to him or to players of the Hungarian

School.” The use of deliberately expressive fingering is considered in detail in chapter

two.

Aside from issues of portamento, Szigeti’s motivation for questioning the principles of
traditional fingering was two-fold: for the alleviation of technical difficulties; and for an

increased variety of tone colour. In each case, Szigeti’s solutions aimed to challenge

traditional approaches.

Thus, his suggestion for facilitating Bart6k’s First Rhapsody, Seconda Parte
(“Friss™)/100-4 (ex. 1.9) exploits a stretched in-between position (actually in two

positions: the first and second simultaneously). Similarly, the ‘traditional’ approach to

% In his 1975 edition, Szigeti also gives the option of starting and remaining in second

position. o
% In his 1927 edition (Peters), Flesch provides identical fingering to Szigeti in 3/16.
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the fingering of Bach’s Chaconne/133-7 (ex. 1.10) (and that used in editions by David,
Joachim and Hubay) was to play entirely in first position. But Szigeti, in common with
Szeryng,” recommends the avoidance of lifting the fourth finger from a' to d' in bb. 136-
137 to alleviate the possibility of an unintended intermediary note (either €' or an open d-
string) by using an ‘in-between’ position; in b. 137 f-sharp' is played in first position and
d' in second position.>* In terms of fingering, the approach of Szigeti and Szeryng in
these bars illustrates a departure from the thinking of the previous generation as
exemplified by Sevcik’s Schule der Violintechnik Op. 1 (1881). Sevcik devotes an entire
study (No. 26) to practicing the smooth execution of successive double stops using the
same finger for consecutive notes on neighbouring strings (as in David’s, Joachim’s and
Hubay’s editions of Bach’s Chaconne/136) rather than advising fingering which obviates
the need for such motions. Similarly, in their edition of Corelli’s La Folia Op. 5 No.
12/85 (1916) (ex. 1.11), Léonard and Sauret recommend swapping the second finger
from b on the g-string to f' on the d-string, possibly risking in execution an inadvertent

intermediary note (g).

Again in pursuit of a less precarious execution, Szigeti criticises Joachim’s
‘unreasonable’ fingering suggestions in Mozart’s Violin Concerto K. 218, 1/205 (ex.
1.12), rather proposing a series of extensions backwards in order to move ‘comfortably

and safely down to the third position.”” Likewise, in Brahms’ Sonata Op. 78, 1/20 (ex.

% Bach, J. S., Sonaten und Partiten fiir Violine Solo, ed. Szeryng, H., Schott (Mainz,

1979), p. 58.
™ Szigeti, J., Notebook, p. 96.
% Szigeti, J., SoV, p. 87.
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1.13) Szigeti advises reaching back with the first finger from third position for b-flat to

avoid Hubay’s suggested shift from third to first position.

Szigeti’s second reason for changing his approach to fingering concerns timbre. He
writes ‘questions of tone colour should lead us to re-examine fingerings which we may
find to have been accepted traditionally.”™ In this way he advises to ‘keep apart the
different segments of a theme by confining, whenever possible, each one to one of the
four strings.”” His 1975 edition of Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto Op. 64, 1/226-235
(ex. 1.14) illustrates this idea, Szigeti varying the tone colour of each ‘segment’ by
playing each on a different string. His only recording of the work®™ (1933) anticipates
this proposal, although 1/226-7 is played on the d-string (as recommended in editions by

Hubay and Joachim) as opposed to his later suggestion of confining it to the g-string.

Szigeti used a similar strategy to create timbral differences between identically repeated
figures. In his 1964 edition of Brahms’ Violin Concerto Op. 77, 1/479 (ex. 1.15) he
recommends that d*-a* should be played on the a-string to avoid repetition of the timbre of
the same figure in 1/477 (where the two notes are distributed across the e and a-strings).
In Joachim’s edition both statements of the figure are distributed across the e- and a-
strings. Szigeti’s recommended fingering is not used in his 1928 recording of the work®

but it is employed in his 1948 and 1959 versions,'® suggesting that this approach may

% Szigeti, J., Notebook, p. 96.

7 Sziget, J., SoV, p. 87.

% Discography item 170.

* Discography item 137.

'® Discography items 140 and 143.

38



have been a later development. Szigeti’s 1962 edition of Beethoven’s Violin Concerto
Op. 61 3/165 (ex. 1.16) is another case in point. Here, he suggests that two identical
statements of the same figure should be avoided by playing 3/165 on the e-string and by
executing the same figure in the following bar on the a- and d-strings. His solution
provides a different tone colour for the second statement, a choice of fingering, claims
Szigeti, ‘that was taken for granted when I first studied the Beethoven Concerto.”'”" It
appears contradictory to Szigeti’s claim that such fingerings were previously ‘taken for
granted,” however, that editions by Wilhelmj, Joachim and Hubay each recommend the
use of third position for both bars with no tone colour differentiation implied through
fingering. Furthermore, in Szigeti’s 1932 recording'® both bars are executed entirely in
this position.'® At the least, therefore, Szigeti’s remark that the previous generation had
selected fingering specifically to create timbral differences between identical statements

of the same material is unreliable in this case (as in ex. 1.15).

Part of Szigeti’s reappraisal of fingering choices for the sake of timbre involved his

avoidance of open-strings; these are rarely suggested, except ‘when a naive tune demands

2104

precisely the simplicity that an extended phrase played on one string gives,” illustrated

by his suggestions in his edition of Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto Op. 64, 2/17-22 (ex.
1.17). The direction to employ the open a-string here also appears in editions by Joachim

and Hubay. Editions by Hubay and Szigeti seldom agree, however, in these terms. They

10 Szigeti, J., SoV, p. 112.

'®2 Discography item 131.

18 Szigeti initially studied the work with Hubay in 1905, using Wilhelmj’s edition
(1896).

1% Szigeti, J., SoV, p. 168.
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show that Hubay frequently recommended the use of open-strings both in expressive
melodic material and in passagework, as in his edition of Beethoven’s Violin Concerto
Op. 61, 3/151-152 (ex. 1.18). At the corresponding place in Szigeti’s edition, Szigeti
suggests remaining in second position so as to avoid the open a-string in 3/152 and the

two position changes in 3/151.

Bowing

Szigeti’s reappraisal of traditional approaches to bowing practice aimed to facilitate the

execution of awkward passages and to vary the articulation or timbre of the music.

Facilitating Awkward Passages

'19 ysed in the printed

Szigeti’s criticism of the ‘uncomfortable and illogical bowing
editions of his forebears is typical of his experimental attitude to finding new solutions
for technically problematic passages. His consequent advocacy of fingerings that allow
clockwise bow movements, that is from left to right (especially in fast détaché or
spiccato figurations) instead of right to left (counter-clockwise), was central to Szigeti’s
planned elimination of the difficulties of these passages. For example, neither Joachim’s
nor Hubay’s editions of Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto Op. 64, 3/81-82 (ex. 1.19)

suggest fingering that would avoid a counter-clockwise bow motion, whereas Szigeti’s

fingering avoids this through a series of finger extensions and contractions. Similarly, in

'% Ibid, p. 208.



his 1962 edition of Beethoven’s Violin Concerto Op. 61, 3/83 (ex. 1.20), Szigeti avoids
the counter-clockwise bow action of returning to the a-string on the fourth semiquaver,
rather playing this note as a finger extension on the d-string. Despite Szigeti’s insistence
that ‘the usual fingering’'® (playing the entire bar in first position and consequently
necessitating a crossing back to the a-string for the fourth semiquaver) had been
traditionally observed, he neglects to mention that Hubay’s edition already eliminates
such a counter-clockwise movement. Hubay advises that the bar be played completely on
the d-string, starting the bar on a d' harmonic with the fourth finger before descending via
the third and first positions. In his 1932 recording of the concerto,'” Szigeti audibly uses
Hubay’s fingering here but in his 1947 version'® he appears to use his own ‘extension’
solution. In the same way, Szigeti’s approach to the up-bow descending figure (marked
‘x’) in Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto Op. 64, 3/15 (ex. 1.21) avoids the awkward bow
movement from the a- to the d-string that occurs when the figure is played in the
traditional first position recommended in editions by Hubay and Joachim. Szigeti’s
solution of playing the figure in the second position distributes the notes more evenly
across the two strings, as previously noted. Furthermore, Szigeti adjusts the bowing so
that the first half of 3/15 comprises two up-bows and the second half of two down-bows,

borrowing the idea from beats 2-3 of b. 15 in Joachim's 1905 edition.

% 1bid, p. 206.
'” Discography item 131.
'® Discography item 134.
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