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Abstract

The issue of national integration and unity has occupied the apex of national discourse
in Nigeria since it secured political independence from Britain in 1960. The Nigerian
state’s solution to this fundamental issue is rooted in its basic constitutional principle
which espouses “unity within diversity”. As the Nigerian nation is made up of over
250 ethnic and nationality groups, the issue has always been how to make a “Nigeria”
out of these Nigerians. This study seeks to examine the way that Nigeria’s
constitutional aspirations are reflected (or not) in the Nigerian press.

The narrative is told against the backdrop of the Nigerian context, which is a major
factor in the press’ activities, starting from the historical emancipatory role they
played during the colonial period. The study employs qualitative content analysis to
examine how newspapers promote any sense of collective Nigerian national identity
amongst Nigeria’s constituent nationality groups and sectional interests. The period
under scrutiny is 1983-1993, a period that saw both civilian and military rule, and
press coverage from a wide spectrum of newspapers is analysed — particularly in
terms of the variety of newspaper ownership. This is augmented by intensive/in-depth
interviews with experts on the Nigerian press, who reflect on how and why the press
behave in the way they do. The intensive interviews expose that the success of any
press is often dependent on its ability to promote nationality interests as a basis for
ensuring a pan-Nigerian national cohesion, though there are issues or interests that
unite the Nigerian state which become clearly delineated, articulated and promoted.
The major findings from this examination of the press confirm that, within the
Nigerian context, these are international issues that are essentially non-contentious
and therefore do not contradict the interests of each of the groups within the state.

The study finds clear evidence of problems confronting the press in Nigeria, primarily
in terms of ownership, control, and lack of professionalism among journalists,
reinforced by the Lagos-lbadan axis (which sees a concentration of the press in the
South-west) that supports a specific ‘worldview’.

This study nonetheless concludes by contending that, firstly, the Nigerian press that
promotes nationality and sectional interests can still contribute to national integration,
and secondly, the press’ success in instilling any sense of collective Nigerian national
identity in Nigeria’s multi-cultural entities is directly related to how it employs
momentous events involving Nigeria to ‘flag’ the state.
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CHAPTER ONE

Introduction

1.1 Nigerian integration and the Nigerian press

My choice of this topic has everything to do with my experience as a print journalist.
For about ten years (1986-1996), I witnessed from the inside the intrigues and politics
of the press vis-a-vis the delicate nature of the Nigerian state. But it was clear to me
that such a powerful medium of communication could do much to help resolve the
Nigerian crisis, depending on the way it goes about exercising its power. One way it
could do this successfully, given the socio-economic and political realities of Nigeria,
would be by recognising such and also appreciating why the realities exist and how
they came about and within that context promote a Nigerian national identity amongst

the various groups that constitute the Nigerian state.

This research is therefore about the role of the Nigerian press in promoting a
collective Nigerian national identity and how that impacts on the whole question of
national integration and unity in Nigeria. It examines the history and context of the
press, the content of the press and, how the press uses its coverage of specific issues
and events to foster a collective Nigerian national identity. For instance, it raises the
question: What do we know about the relationship between press and issues of
national integration in Nigeria on the one hand and the ways that the press promotes
national identity in a multi-cultural society like Nigeria on the other? The press' role
in these endeavours can be questioned with regard to: the cultural variables embedded
in the Nigerian society which threaten national integration; the way the owners of the
press manipulate these issues and how such manipulations impact on national
integration and unity; and, how the press, through its activities, is able to mobilise the
culturally diverse Nigerian society towards identifying with Nigeria. For instance, Dr.
Rod Brookes (1999: 250), using as his case study, the British press’ coverage of the
BSE/CJD' crisis of 1996 in the UK, analysed “how the textual organisation of

newspapers assumes identification with the nation as the naturalized form of

! Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy/Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease



collective identity.”

Significantly, the Nigerian constitution has a role spelt out for the media in general, of
which the press is a major part. The obligation of the mass media, as spelt out in

Chapter 11, reads:

The press, radio, television and other agencies of the mass media shall at all
times be free to uphold the fundamental objectives contained in this Chapter
and uphold the responsibility and accountability of the Government to the
people (Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999: Chapter II, no.
22).

The ultimate objective in this endeavour is the promotion of a united Nigeria.? The
press is expected to fulfil these roles within the Nigerian context which is post-
colonial (see Chapter two, below), with all the consequences of political and socio-
economic instability that have been created as a result. Studies on the African media
show that its nature is directly linked with the colonial heritage of the African states
(see, for instance, Williams 1963: 243).

This research seeks to determine the way the nature and character of the Nigerian
state have shaped the press and the role that it is now playing within it. Grosberg et al
(1998) have argued that the study of mass media must be done together with other
institutions and other dimensions of social life as each shape and define the other. In
effect, to understand media, there is the need to relate them to their institutional,
economic, social, cultural and historical contexts. Consequently, recognising that the
character of the Nigerian press is a direct consequence of colonialism, in general, and
the nature of the Nigerian state, in particular, is crucial to understanding and
appreciating the way that the press conducts its activities within the state. To look at
the press this way is to be informed by its history which is closely linked with the
evolution of the Nigerian state and the fact of its heroic involvement in that struggle.
In effect the strand of arguments that runs through the entire thesis point to the legacy
of colonialism, which undoubtedly created the Nigerian state’s linkage to the global

comext3 .

2 See Kirk-Greene (1988: 158-172)
* Nigeria is a post-colonial state and when it secured political independence from Britain in 1960, it
inherited the state institutions vacated by the colonialists. These are usually referred to as neo-colonial



The crux of the argument here is that such a linkage and the susceptibility of the
Nigerian state to the events within it have continued to define the direction and
activities of all institutions of the Nigerian state, including the Nigerian press.*. But it
would seem that the literature on the Nigerian press has ignored this as they are
replete with such concepts and epithets as “tribalistic”, “regionalism”, “sectional”,
“divisive”, “harbinger of crisis”, “destructive”, “irresponsible” and, “parochial”, in
describing the role and activities of the press. More importantly, they also contend
that there is no Nigerian press’ and what exists instead is a press® that represents
'sectional’, 'nationality’ and 'parochial’ interests and is therefore incapable of playing a
unifying and an integrative role in a multi-cultural and multi-ethnic society like

Nigernia.

The history of the Nigerian press shows that it has been used and has continued to be
used to promote regional, ethnic or sectional interests (Uche, 1989). But to say that its
ability to play a unifying or an integrative role is diminished as a result, is simply
ignoring the Nigerian context within which the press operates. The issue of unifying
and integrating all the different nationalities that constitute the Nigerian state is a
rather complex one. For instance, does unity and integration mean making all the
different ethnic or nationality groups become one? Or does it mean recognising
diversity within the context of one Nigerian state.” The latter is what the Nigerian
constitution is based on. In such a context, what role should the press play and what

effect would such a role have on national integration and unity in Nigeria?

The aim is to understand how the press, within a multi-cultural context, can represent
nationality, regional or sectional interests and at the same time promote a collective

national identity. In other words, how can the press promote and reinforce a hybrid of

structures and are the links through which western values and ideals are sustained and perpetuated
within such a state as Nigeria.

4 See also Smith, A. 1991: 111-112; Smith, A. 1980:; Segal, A. 1968: 13-15; O’Connell, J. 1967: 186;
Ayandele, E.A. 1966.

5 Read views of interviewees on pp.162-163

®For the purpose of this research, the Nigerian press refers to the presses in Nigeria, privately and
government owned, local and national, as well as those owned by political parties or business concerns
which record and cover the day to day events within and outside Nigeria. Also see Adebanwi, W.,
2002: 207

7 See Newsweek, LXXIV, 1969:52-53.



cultures and interests without necessarily promoting disintegration within a multi-

cultural state like Nigeria and consequently promote a Nigerian national identity?

These are the major aspects that are discussed and which are also identified as
contentious. And necessarily some of these will be raised under a different section of
this thesis and therefore may appear repetitive because they are complex and cannot

always be neatly dealt with in one go.

In the remaining part of this chapter, I will set out how this task is going to be
undertaken. This delineates the scope of this research and the fundamental issues
within the Nigerian nation which have made the question of a Nigerian national
identity imperative. This will be followed by a discussion of the theoretical
framework. The Literature Review is dealt with in Chapter Two, as I engage with the
mass media in the African context. Additionally, a detailed analysis of the context
within which the Nigerian press operates is given. In Chapter Three, the focus is on
the social context and mission statements of the newspapers sampled for this research.
A discussion of the research methodology follows in Chapter Four, while the
explanations and ideas arising from the interviews are offered in Chapter Five.
Chapters Six, Seven, Eight, Nine and Ten chronologically examine the coverage of
the Nigerian press. The aim of this part of the research is not only to analyse the
disparate editorial positions that the newspapers adopted over the periods examined
(1983; 1985; 1987; 1989; 1991; and 1993), spanning both civilian and military
administrations, but also to assess how such positions impacted on the press’
constitutional role vis-a-vis its ability to promote a Nigerian national identity. Chapter

Eleven is the concluding chapter which seeks to evaluate the findings of the research.

1.2 Scope of the research

To fully understand the scope of this research, it is vital that we focus on some
pertinent questions such as: What is the historical development of the Nigerian mass
media in general and the press, in particular; Does this have any significance for the
press’ ability to promote national integration and unity?; Do the characteristics of the

Nigerian press negate or promote the press' performance vis-a-vis its expected role in



society?; What are the peculiar characteristics of the Nigerian society that are likely to
affect the press in the task of promoting national integration and unity?; Is the press in
a position to promote national integration and therefore a Nigerian national identity
amongst the different nationalities that form the Nigerian state?; What was the pattern
of press ownership in Nigeria before independence? Have there been changes since?
If yes, why the changes? In what ways have the changes impacted on the press’ role
in national integration and unity?; What role did the public and private press play in
the pre- and post-independence era till 1983?; Does the ethnic origin of the owner
affect the way a newspaper attends to issues that would have either positive or

negative implications for national integration and unity?

Additionally, other questions that would make the scope of this research clearer
relates to the following: Have government policies in any way impeded or hindered
the press’ ability to promote national integration and unity? What are these policies?
What role does the constitution assign to the press? Has this always been adhered to?
If not, what have been the obstacles and consequences?; Do changes in the socio-
economic and political milieu affect the way the press react to the question of national
integration?; What are the issues that make the question of national integration such a
cause for concern in Nigeria and how have the press responded to these?; How does
the press promote Nigerian national identity and therefore national integration and

unity?

To provide adequate answers to these issues, our point of departure traces the history
of the mass media in general (radio, television and newspaper) in Nigeria. Such an
exercise would make it possible to understand how individuals and regional and
federal governments used the mass media institution and the consequences of such
usage for national integration and unity. However, because the press is the main
focus, given the heroic role it played in the Nationalists’ fight for independence and
the impact it has continued to have on the Nigerian society, a comprehensive analysis

of the mass media will not be attempted here as this has been effectively dealt with by

others.?

¥ See Duyile, 1979; Igbarumah, 1990; Ladele et al., 1979; Mackay, 1964; Omu, 1978; Uche, 1989.



But it suffices to say that when, for instance, immediately before and after
independence, there emerged regional broadcasting systems in Nigeria, some notable
experts on the mass media institutions in Nigeria noted that this development dealt a
serious blow to the concept of national integration and unity, as each region used their
respective stations to promote sectional interests (Enwenwa, 1989: 76-77).° Although
there was a national radio station established by the Ministry of Information and
Culture,'® they added that this was not enough to discourage regional stations as

regional governments saw the stations as powerful political instruments (Ibid, 85).

Indeed, according to Professor Luke Uka Uche:

The reason given for the emergence of regional media that were independent
of any Federal Government control was dissatisfaction with the NBC. Each
region felt that its own views were not being properly represented by the NBC.
Some accused the NBC of partiality and partisanship. Some of these
allegations were real and [others] imagined. But still we cannot deny the fact
that it was the regional integration of the media with state politics that
triggered off a chain of political crisis in Nigeria. (1989: 41)

Ian MacKay, another respected authority on the development of the mass media in
Nigeria, aptly corroborates Uche’s submission. In his book, Broadcasting in Nigeria,

he states:

The sole responsibility of regional broadcasting is to radiate a regional image
and that cannot encourage the artistic endeavours of Nigeria as a nation. The
setting up of regional corporations does not bring about true competition.
That can only be achieved by setting up a number of corporations having
national coverage and offering a range of programmes, which would benefit
the whole country. There is no sign of that in Nigeria. Whatever the benefits -
and there are benefits - the cost is too high and the danger exists that divided
control in a developing society may promote regional feeling instead of
encouraging the desire to live together and act together (1964: 2). 1

And according to Dr lkechukwu Enwenwa (1989: 85-93), the establishment of
television also followed a similar pattern and was used for the same purpose.

But this research challenges these views as expressed above because none has taken

% See also (Uche, 1989).

1° The Ministry of Communication Acts of 1956 and 1961 established the Nigerian Broadcasting
Corporation (NBC),

" Also see Ladele, O. et al, 1979.



into account how the Nigerian context impacts on the overall behaviour of the media
institution. Such would have sought to know in what ways the press, a product of its
environment, can contribute to national cohesion. Such an inquiry would have raised a
question such as: Do the mass media that promote regional or ethnic tendencies
necessarily breed national disintegration and disunity? The practice of promoting
nationality / sectional interests and ethnic loyalty was the hallmark of the press prior
to Nigenia’s political independence in 1960 and between 1960 and 1966. Curiously
enough, it was after that period in 1966 that the Nigerian civil war, which lasted three
years, erupted. But there is a school of thought which supports the role played by the
Nigerian press prior to that period. Basically, the argument is that the way forward for
the Nigerian state towards the fundamental objective of national integration and unity
is the promotion of federalism/regionalism to cater for the needs of nationality
groups.'> This is the reasoning behind the recent calls for the convening of a
sovereign national conference in Nigeria.">. These are some of the issues that are put

to the test in this research.
1.3 The research period and its significance

This research covers only the activities of the Nigerian press during the period 1983-
1993. The aim is to use this period as a case study to determine what role the press
played in promoting a collective Nigerian national identity. The question then is why
is this period important? I have chosen this period because it is also unique in
Nigeria's history. During most of this period, for instance, 1984-1993, Nigeria was
under a military administration. The civilian administration which was democratically
elected to office in 1979 to usher in Nigeria's second republic was still in office until
December 31, 1983. The military regime that terminated the civilian administration
was itself overthrown on August 27, 1985 by the General Ibrahim Babangida-led
military coup. The resultant military administration subjected Nigerians to more than
eight years of political engineering (Olagunju et al: 1993);'* to create an atmosphere

to ensure that theirs “will be the last military coup in Nigeria”.

12 See Saro-Wiwa, 1994: 527-534.
B See Madunagu, 2000b; Sklar, 2004.
' See Oyovbaire and Olagunju, 1990.



This created a unique situation on December 8, 1990 when political elections were
held at the state levels. So, while the military still controlled the central government,
the civilians ruled at the state government level, subject, of course, to the control of
the military-controlled central government. However, the Presidential elections of
June 12, 1993, which was supposed to disengage the military from power, ended in a
debacle, as the election, widely believed'® to have been won by the late Chief Abiola
was annulled and Nigeria was plunged into a political crisis, with all the implications

that that had and has continued to have on Nigeria.

More importantly, it was an era that so affected Nigerians that many now question the
rationale for the continued existence of the Nigerian state. Professor Peter. Ekeh, in
his paper titled: "Urhobo and the Nigerian federation: Whither Nigeria?” touched on

this 1ssue when he stated:

It is an indication of the stress and turbulence of our times that Nigerians are
everywhere re-examining the purpose of the Nigerian state and the
relationship between their groups and the Nigerian federation. There has been
no other occasion in our history when men and women, otherwise engaged in
professions far removed from politics and public affairs, have been so
concerned about the future of their ethnic groupings and about the purpose of
their country's political arrangements. (2001: 1).'¢.

This was the atmosphere within which the private and public press operated.
Although, going by the mass media narratives relating to the history of the media
(radio, television, newspapers), there is nothing that recommends the press as far as its
role in promoting national cohesion is concerned, there were some noticeable changes
towards the notion of a Nigerian state during the period that followed after the civil
war in 1970 (Onoh 1991: 31)." The pivotal role that the press could play in
mobilising the state for national development was duly acknowledged in Nigeria’s
second national development plan (1970-1974), which set out the media objectives,
after the civil war ended in 1970, to include the provision of “viable media of
information to achieve the ends of fostering reconciliation after the civil war and

mobilising support for effective national development and presenting balanced

'> Representatives of main international bodies like the United Nations (UN) and the Commonwealth
who monitored the elections agreed that the election was free and fair and was therefore opposed to its
annulment by the military.

' Also see Falae, 2000; Garba, 2000.

1”7 See also, for instance, Dare 1985; Momoh 1985



information about the conditions of the country” (Mailafiya, 1989: 134).

Coincidentally, the period between 1970 and 1983 witnessed a new era in Nigerian
Journalism, when every Nigerian, despite some occasional hiccups in the socio-
political landscape, still felt a sense of Nigerian-ness as the Nigerian state attained
some modest economic prosperity although this was largely brought about by sales
from oil (Omu, 1996: 10-11).'8

But this has not stopped the disquiet about the effectiveness of the current socio-
economic and political structures that are in place in Nigeria to propel the Nigerian
state towards national integration and unity. This concern is well outlined by Emeritus

Professor Ade Ajayi who has categorised the Nigerian crises into the political, the

constitutional and the civil/military. Accordingly, there is for instance, to put it in his own words:

... the failure to find an equitable manner of allocating power and resources
among the different Nigerian peoples and interest groups; the failure to evolve
a machinery to regulate the allocation of power and resources in such a way as
to produce legitimacy in a government which could be renewed or replaced by
the electoral process, peacefully and voluntarily; and the hijacking of
government by the military and keeping it by force for 30 years out of 40
years of independence, thus establishing a culture of authoritarian rule and
preventing the political class from maturing in the art of government and
politics (Ajayi 1996: p. 1)."

These are basically the issues that have left Nigerians highly politicised.
Consequently, there has been a phenomenal growth in the expression of ethnic
nationalism in Nigeria today and the question being asked is: What is the best way to
resolve the issue and which institution in society is best suited to carry out this
objective? This is one fundamental issue that has pre-occupied the various entities that
make up the Nigerian state. Indeed, after a new civilian administration was
inaugurated in May 1999, Nigeria witnessed an unprecedented growth in the number
of nationalist ethnic groupings calling for a fundamental restructuring of the

nation.(Madunagu, 2000a&b).

'® See also Lukman, 1994: 191-197; Hussain, 1987: 1

' These points were made by Professor J.F. Ade Ajayi, Emeritus Professor, University of Ibadan,
Nigeria, in a paper titled: “The Nigerian Crisis and Higher Education” at the Workshop on Britain’s
Role in Contemporary Nigeria, organised by the Nigerian Society, Cambridge University, in
collaboration with the African Studies Centre, Cambridge University, Cambridge, UK, in May, 1996.



The role that the Nigerian press played to promote Nigerian integration and unity
under such a context, within the research period, is what this thesis is about. But first
the analysis of the core issues that need to be known in order to aid the understanding

of the fundamental Nigerian question of integration and unity.
1.4 National integration in Nigeria: Some fundamental issues

Almost every issue in Nigeria has been politicised since 1983. This has, in effect,
vitiated the activities of the press in relation to its constitutional role, as spelt out in
Chapter Two of the Nigerian constitution (Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigena, 1999). So more than ever before in Nigeria’s history, some issues have
become so sensitive that they have made the question of national integration a major
cause for concern. For the purposes of this research, some of the issues are listed as

follows:

The national question - What is Nigeria? This is a fundamental question that many
Nigerians have asked (Mahadi et al, 1994: 219-253).%° .In responding to this, Ekeh
(2001: 1-10) alluded to the purpose of the nation-state which, according to him, in its
ideal form exists to adequately perform its responsibilities to its component
communities. He then noted that when there are problems in these areas, the citizens
always tend to raise questions about the purpose and meaning of the state. As a result
there have been consistent calls for the convening of a sovereign national conference

(SNC) to decide the future of Nigeria.”'

Religion / Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) — Religious issues have tended
over the years to create tension within the Nigerian state. Indeed, questions have been
raised as to whether Nigeria is still a secular state since Nigeria allegedly became a

member of the OIC in 1986 (Kukah 1994: 445-458).%

Ethnicity - Nigeria is made up of over 250 ethnic groups, but the concern has always

2 See Mustapha, 1986: 81-96.
2! Also see: Momoh and Adejumobi (eds), 2001; The Guardian [Nigerian] 21/06/01; Madunagu 2000a:

27/01/00; Madunagu 2000b: 16/03/00.
22 See also Williams and Falola 1995; Ilesanmi 1970; Adegbesan 1987; Agi 1987
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been what best arrangement would ensure that every group identifies with the
Nigerian state (Nnoli, O., 1995).2

Colonial legacy - More than forty-six years after gaining political independence from
Britain, the devastating effects of the colonial enterprise have endured (O’Connell,
1967: 186).**

Military administration - Until they handed over power to a democratically elected
civilian government on May 29, 1999, the military have ruled Nigeria for 29 years out
of 42 years after the nation's political independence. There is a general feeling among
Nigerians that the military’s incursion into the nation's body politic has done
irreparable damage (Oyedele, E., 1994: 514-526).%

The civil war - Has there been full reconciliation, reconstruction and rehabilitation?
For instance, the Ibos, one of the three major ethnic groups in Nigeria and who fought
and lost a war to secede from Nigeria between 1967 and 1970, have always felt that
since then, they have continued to be marginalised in almost all affairs of the Nigerian

state (Achebe, 1983: 56-64).%°

Government policies - What impact do they have on all the groups and institutions in
Nigeria? This issue became more pronounced during the era of military
administration because its policy of centralisation caused alienation among the

component parts that make up Nigeria (Ezomon 2001).

Revenue Allocation formula — This is another very contentious issue, particularly as it
relates to the share that should be given to the areas that produce the wealth of the
Nigerian state. This has left the oil producing Niger-Delta area of Nigeria, politically,

economically and socially volatile.”’

B Also see Nnoli, 1989 & 1978; Amuzuo, C., 2002; Vanguard newspapers, 8/12/02; Primila 1., 1968:

46-47
2‘ Segal, A., 1968: 13-15; Rothchild, D.S., 1966: 292; Sale, ] K., 1969).

» Adekanye, J.J., 1987; Lloyd, P.C., 1970: 1-13; Nwabueze, B.O., 1992.

2 See also The Guardian, 26/07/01; Ekwe-Ekwe, 1991; Nzimiro 1982; Awolowo 1981
77 See Na’allah, ed., 1998
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Politicisation of the census - This is an issue that has always been alleged to have
been manipulated for political reasons. The result has been a lack of credible census
figures for Nigeria, particularly as many believe that because some degree of revenue
allocation is tied to population, some parts of Nigeria have tended to inflate their
numbers. The latest census conducted in Nigeria in 2006 also ended in controversy for
the same reason (Abati, 2006).2.

Absence of the rule of law - Blatant disregard for constitutional provisions by the
leadership and therefore the negative effects that these have engendered on the psyche
of Nigerians. For instance, The Guardian newspaper® in an editorial titled “That

Warning By The Army™ notes as follows:

The concept of the rule of law, implying the exclusion of the arbitrary exercise
of power by the government and deriving from individuals’ rights as declared
by the Constitution, the existing laws of the land and the courts, as well as the
concept of the due process of the law, implying the basic rights of a defendant
in criminal proceedings and the requisites for a fair trial, all of which are
indispensable to the practice of democracy, have in the past six years, been
honoured more in the breach, than in the observance.*”.

Political leadership - An analysis of Nigeria’s history clearly shows that political
leadership has been dominated by what most Nigerians refer to as the "Northern
oligarchy." This has predictably created tension and acrimony. But it should be added
that many Northerners regard this assertion as a myth rather than the true situation

(Tukur 1994: 249-250).>".

The June 12, 1993 presidential election - This was annulled by the military and the

Nigerian state has yet to recover from the debilitating ripples it generated.>?).

These are some of the issues that threaten the corporate existence of the Nigerian

state. It is not an exaggeration to say that its survival would depend on the extent to

2 Also see Bamiduro, 1985.

2 See the online edition of The Guardian (Nigerian) on 29/01/06.

3% See also : “Soyinka, Odumegwu-Ojukwu, others insist on rule of law”, The Guardian (Nigerian)
newspaper published in the online edition on 14/04/07

3! See also Adeniyi, The Guardian (Nigerian) newspaper online edition on 24/03/00

32 See “Democracy in Nigeria: the June 12 mandate”: public meetings organised by the Nigeria
Research and Information Bureau and the New Nigeria Forum, in London on 14 August 1993, edited

by Olu Oguibe
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which some of these, if not all, are resolved. The way the media in general and the
press in particular, handle these issues is crucial given its unique position in the
Nigerian set-up. Indeed, it could be said that the current situation in Nigeria is largely
attributable to the fact that the press’ constitutional role has remained unfulfilled

within a non-conducive Nigeria’s socio-political and economic terrain.

1.5 Nigerian media in national integration

Some studies on the role of the Nigerian media and their contribution to national
integration have been carried out. However, none has specifically focussed on the role

of the press in the promotion of a collective Nigerian national identity.

For instance, Ademola Ogunade (1982: 22-32) focussed on how relevant the press
would be in the pursuit of the goal of national integration in Nigeria. In his article
titled: “Mass Media and National Integration in Nigeria", Ogunade argued that “any
understanding of the utilisation of the mass media to promote national integration in a
multi-ethnic nation such as Nigeria, must be founded on an understanding of the
ideological orientation of that country’s political culture™. Although Ogunade also
touched on the role of newspapers in the Nigerian crisis of 1967-70, he did not
delineate how the press helps to "promote identification within the nation as the

dominant form of cultural identity" (Tomlinson, 1991: 83).34

In his article, titled: “The Nigerian Press and National Integration”, John Chick (1971:
115-133)* focused on “the influence of the Nigerian press on internal divisiveness”.
According to him, “the press tends to be virulent in expression, but regional and
socio-political limitations modify its national influence and effectiveness", adding that
“Nigerian newspapers are further limited by a shortage of funds and by transportation
difficulties”. Although this article is useful for highlighting the limitations of the
press, it again does not touch on the role of the press in the promotion of Nigerian

national identity.

33 See Ogbondah, 1990: 76
34 Quoted in Brookes, 1999: 250
3 See Ibid, 34
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In an article published in the West Africa magazine, (1980, no.3305: 2357-2359), and
titled: “What the Papers Say”, a correspondent of the weekly magazine reported on
how the press in Nigeria covered the country’s twentieth independence anniversary
and the first anniversary of the second republic. It noted that the “press editorials on
the anniversary reflected [the] party loyalties of newspapers”.>® This highlights the
partisan nature of the Nigerian press, but it tends to suggest that such a press would do
damage to the national goal of unity and integration. One of the aims of this research

is to challenge that assertion.

David’s Edeani's article, "Ownership and Control of the Press in Africa” (1970: 55-
66),>” examines “ownership and control patterns of the Press in Africa”, and “provides
some background on the Nigerian press both from historical and philosophical points
of view”. He believes that “mass media in private hands in Africa, including Nigeria,
could fail to serve the public interest, especially in a developing society unfamiliar

with the intricacies of modern democracy” (ibid).>®

1134

Marcia Grant (1971: 95-114) writes that Nigerian newspaper’s effectiveness “is
limited by geographical, economic, social and political parochialism” in an article
titled: “Nigerian Newspaper Types™, he also identifies “tribal loyalties” as providing
“the most difficult obstacle to overcome in the establishment of a truly national
newspaper.” in Nigeria. Nevertheless, he acknowledges that “despite these problems,
the press has generally survived internal disruptions, including the civil war as well as

regional and political pressures” (in Ogbonda, 1990: 51).

As acknowledged above, what is common to most of the narratives on the Nigerian
press is a focus on how handicapped it is when it comes to issues relating to Nigeria’s
constitutional aim for national integration and unity. But the question facing the
Nigerian state today is how to mould a Nigerian out of a multiplicity of ethnic
identities within the state (Kirk-Greene, 1988: 158-172).* What is needed is a critical

and comprehensive evaluation of the press’ role vis-a-vis the multi-cultural and multi-

3 See Ibid, 26

37 See Gazette, Vol. 16. no. 1, 1970: 55-66

3% Journal of Commonwealth Political Studies, vol. 9, no. 2.

39 gee also Newsweek, LXXIV, Nov. 3, 1969; Carter (ed.) 1966; ljomah, 1973; Segal, 1968: 13-15;
Nigeria, Eastern, 1966; World Today, XXII, 1966; Lewis, 1968; Historical Society of Nigeria: 1-36;
Otite, 1990; Tella, 1989; Ezenwa, 1987: 87-98; Nnamdi, 1964: 1-37.

14



?’5&“

nationality context within which it operates and try to establish whether or not such

roles can promote a collective Nigerian national identity.

However, what is the role of the press in promoting a sense of collective Nigerian
national identity? How does the press do it? Is national identity the same thing as
national integration? Is the press that promotes sectionalism, or nationality interests
capable of promoting national integration? How does national identity compare, for

instance, with other forms of identity-religious, ethnic, linguistic, etc?

In doing this research, I recognise the fact that there are other forms of identity within
the Nigerian context, which, as noted above, is the legacy of colonialism. The crucial
question is how can these other forms of identity flourish within the Nigerian context,
without jeopardising the concept of a collective Nigerian national identity or one
Nigerian state? (Lewis, 1968: 46-47).*° My theoretical position here, informed by the
study done by Fitzgerald (1991: 21 1),*, is that a collective national identity
supersedes other forms of identity at that level where those other forms of identities
recognise that they are allowed to flourish within the context of a state or a
community that accords them that recognition.. This is the point at which integration

and unity would flourish.

How does the press influence that process? The task here then is to find out how the
press has, through its activities, contributed to the realisation of the Nigerian state’s
fundamental objective of national integration and unity (as propounded in the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999). Therefore, beyond expert
witnesses, the research will be focussed on the content of the press and the issues
raised there related to this integration and unity. In order to do this, I will employ
intensive/in-depth interviews and qualitative content analysis of the coverage which
are argued as an appropriate combination to unearth the problems explored in a socio-
political context like Nigeria’s.*> While analysis of the coverage seeks to uncover how
the nation is promoted or reproduced (whether seen as a sub-group or as a pan-

Nigerian entity), the interviews bring out information not available elsewhere,

4 Okere (ed.) 1996; Jibrin 1994: 459-466; Tella 1989; Kirk-Green 1988: 158-172; Newsweek, 1969;
Akiwowo 1972.

1 Also see Schlessinger, 1991a: 191.
42 See Nnaemeka et al. (eds) 1989a: 408; Hansen et al 1998: 260; Robertson 1985.
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particularly addressing why the coverage is as it is.

Four questions are then central to this work:

(1) What is the overarching need for Nigerian unity?

(2) What is national identity?

(3) How feasible will the theoretical debate about national identity be, when applied
to the Nigenan context? And,

(4) What is the role of the media, or the press in particular, in the promotion of

national identity?

But why are Nigerian unity and a collective Nigerian national identity necessary? The

answers are what form part of the basis of the next chapter.
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CHAPTER TWO

Literature Review 1

2.1 The imperatives of Nigerian unity and Nigerian national identity

Since the birth of the Nigerian state in 1914 (Kirk-Greene, 1968), the question of
forging a national identity amongst the multi-cultural groups that make up the state
has engaged Nigerians. With over 250 ethnic groups, the task of building a nation-
state has been daunting (Ayida 1990*), more so as the British objective in bringing
together these multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and multi-cultural groups that lived around
the Niger area,* was not to promote socio-cultural cohesion and political unity among
them but for an administrative union to solve administrative problems (Sale, 1967:
12-14).** The consequences soon manifested themselves after the country gained

political independence in 1960.

Although the nationalists that fought for independence envisioned a united, stable and
prosperous Nigeria, they hardly envisaged the fissiparous tendencies that have
continued to overwhelm and threaten the corporate existence of Nigeria. The result
has been more ethnic cleavages, a 30 month civil war and intermittent military
interventions in governance. In order to redress these issues, Nigerian leadership has
always given recognition to Nigeria's diversity. However, although the Nigerian
constitution aims to promote unity in diversity, the reality of contemporary Nigerian
society betrays the tendency of the various entities to go in the opposite direction,

thereby jeopardising that constitutional aim.*,

The issue now then is how to achieve national integration in Nigeria, and therefore
create a sense of national identity amongst the various groups that make up the
Nigerian state. Various ideas, ranging from federalism/regionalism (see Sklar, 2004),

the federal character principle, and a rotational presidency, etc. (Ajayi, 1984)*" have at

* See also Ogunsakin, 2001; Okeke et al (eds) 1998.

* See Usman, Y.B., 1994: 39.

5 See also Crowther, 1966.

4 See Ogunsakin, 2001; Ojo-Ade, 2001; Okeke et al, (eds)1998.

47 See Amuwo et al. (eds.) 1998; Obasanjo 1989; Okere 1996; Osaghae 1987: 63-73; Ekeh & Osaghae
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different times been suggested and also implemented. Given the problems this issue
has generated, many Nigerians have now come to the conclusion that in order to
promote Nigerian integration/unity, there is the need to convene a sovereign national
conference, where all groups in Nigeria will be represented to discuss the issues,
create a just and humane social order, a sound economic management, distributional
Justice and guaranteed minimum economic support, as well as to redress existing
imbalances in the national distribution of political, economic, educational and

employment opportunities in the Nigerian state (Coomasie, A. 1994: 263-269).®

But the issue of how best to resolve the question of unity in Nigeria was first raised in
1957 when the Willink’s Commission was set up to address the fears of minorities as
Nigeria’s nationalist leaders were engaged in negotiations for independence. There
was the fear that unless measures were put in place to protect the minority groups in
Nigena, their welfare could be decided within an independent Nigeria by the whims
and caprices of the majority groups. The Commission’s report was published in
1958* and it provided the basis for all the subsequent measures to address the

Nigerian question after the state gained political independence in 1960.

For instance, starting from 1954, the Lyttleton constitution®® created the federal

1989; Otite 1990; Ezenwa 1987: 87-98; Tella 1989: 1-30; Carter (ed.) 1966.

48 See also Nkom, S. 1994: 430-443; Mahadi, A. et al. 1994: 538-540.

** See Sklar, 1983: 138-140, 349, 354.

% For a comprehensive analysis of Nigeria’s constitutional developments, under colonial rule, read
Ezera, 1964 and Sklar, 1983. The British administration in the area that is now called Nigeria.
effectively commenced in 1861 when the British colonialist set up one in Lagos. But before Nigeria’s
political independence in 1960, the British led the colony through various phases of constitutional and
political developments. In 1914, Lord Lugard was appointed the Governor-General after the southern
and northern protectorates of the Niger area was amalgamated to form Nigeria. From then on a system
of democracy was gradually introduced into the area through a series of constitutional conferences that
culminated in the federal election of 1959 which preceded the granting of political independence to
Nigeria in 1960. The first constitution that came into effect in 1923 made provisions for a legislative
council in the Lagos area. After the second world war, the British saw the need to accommodate the
nationalists’ agitation for self-determination. So about twenty-three years after the first constitution,
three more constitutions were ratified between 1946 and 1954. The 1946 constitution created the first
all-Nigerian legislative council. The 1951 constitution made provisions for the appointment of “African
Ministers in both the regional and central governments”. The 1954 constitution made provisions for the
introduction of the federal system of government in Nigeria with the creation of three regions: east;
west and north. In 1957, following another constitutional conference to revise the 1954 constitution, a
new constitution was introduced. This brought about self-government for the eastern and western
regions with the northern region’s coming into effect in 1959. The 1957 constitution was unique in the
sense that it created the office of the Prime-Minister of the Nigerian federation. The leader of the
majority party in federal house of representative became Prime-Minister after he formed a national
government involving all the major parties “which lasted until the federal election of 1959”. And this
happened after the constitutional conference of 1958 which saw the colonial government announcing
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system of government in colonial Nigeria and was made up of three regions: western,
eastern and northern. This arrangement lasted until 1963, when the Midwest region
was created, three years after Nigeria gained political independence in 1960.
However, the failure to address the nationality questions and therefore Nigerian unity
by the civilian administrations that were in place afterwards, led to the first military
coup in 1966. Several steps have been taken by subsequent military governments to
address the nationality question within the Nigerian federation (see Sklar, 2004°").
Sklar has identified three distinct components of this question, which are “(1) How
shall the constituent units of the federation be demarcated and how many of them
shall be there? (2) What shall be the relationship between the government of the
federation and the government of its constituent parts? (3) What shall be the

relationship between Nigerian citizens and the national government?” (Ibid).

Some of these issues were dealt with, for instance, by the military government headed
by General Yakubu Gowon (1966-1975). It was the grievances held by the Ibo
nationality group that led them to attempt seceding from Nigeria in 19662, But in
order to keep Nigeria a united entity, the Gowon’s administration needed to put in
place, measures that would make such attempt worthless. One of the steps it took in
1966, was to create 12 states, six each in the southern and northern parts of Nigeria.
This was done not only to protect the minorities who craved local autonomy, for
instance, in the eastern region that attempted secession, but also minorities in other
parts of the Nigerian federation. Other Nigerian military governments have since
responded to more demands for local autonomy by increasing the number of states to

19 in 1976, 21 in 1987, 30 in 1991, and 36 in 1996

Despite these arrangements, the debate about how to meet the needs of the various
Nigerian nationality groups has continued. This was particularly intensified after the
military government’s annulment of the presidential election of June 12, 1993,
deemed to have been won by the late Chief Abiola. The aftermath of that annulment

was the explosion in the growth of ethnic minority groups and ethnic nationality

that if Nigeria’s next federal parliament push through a resolution for independence, the British
govemment would approve and grant independence on October 1* 1960 (See Sklar 1983: 16-19).
! Under the title: “The Federal Question”.
52 See Smith, 1991: 133
%3 See Sklar, 2004
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leaders as well as prominent Nigerians, calling for the convening of a sovereign
national conference to chart a cause for the Nigerian state. This position has its roots

in the Nigerian realities, which are aptly described by Chief Otitoju,>* thus:

The truth of the Nigerian situation is that we have been from the beginning,
and we still are, a divided people ... divided along ethnic lines, divided along
regional lines, divided along the North / South line and divided along the East
/ West line ... (2000: 1).

It is such a concern that has triggered the questions: Is there an overarching need to
maintain the Nigerian state as one single entity? Why does Nigeria have to remain
one? If there are so many problems created as a result of the fact of the different

nationality groups living together, why can’t each of them go their separate ways?

At the heart of this debate are two arguments namely (1) Those that believe in
maintaining the current federal structure, with the central government playing a major
role, and (2) Those that advocate a confederation of loose states where the central

government will have very minimal impact.

But how could the Nigerian realities, as expressed by Chief Otitoju, be addressed?
Would Nigerian unity be guaranteed through a federal or a confederal structure? On

these issues, Sklar’s argument about the Nigerian question is apposite. To him:

A change from federation to confederation...(would imply) growing weakness
of ties that bind the regions and might foreshadow an eventual dissolution of
the Nigerian union, a perilous prospect that would be very difficult, if not
impossible to accomplish peaceably. Military intervention and civil warfare
would result in the displacement of populations and the creation of a multitude
of external as well as internal refugees. In short, a break-up of the union could
produce a humanitarian disaster on a massive scale.”

But there are those that believe that the debate about the break-up of Nigeria will not
be as a result of the non-workability of the state as now constituted. That, rather, it
would be because some political forces within the nation would exploit the grievances

of the masses caused by the failure of government’s political and economic policies

34 Chief Otitoju is the leader of the Okun Development Association (ODA), a pan-Okun Yoruba socio-

?olitical group.
5 See Sklar, 2004, under the title: “The Federal Question”
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with devastating consequences on the masses. This is the position of Nigerian social
commentator, Madunagu. He reasons that Nigeria could remain a single entity
through popular democratic means which will improve the plight of the Nigerian
masses and therefore forestall the diabolical intentions of selfish forces capable of

dismembering the nation. As Madunagu put it::

The fundamental internal threat to the unity and corporate existence of Nigeria
is the suffering and deprivation which the Nigerian masses across the land
actually see, feel and experience...(and although) there exists a national (or
rather, ethnic nationality ) question in Nigeria...the solution cannot be found
along ethnic lines...(because) ethnic nationality boundaries have disappeared
in most parts of the country; and ethnically speaking, Nigeria’s population
distribution is, today...mixed...(so) the ethnic nationality question which is
real in Nigeria has to be resolved within a popular democratic
context...(otherwise it) could be opportunistically seized upon by the ruling
classes to seek ethno-religious solutions in their own selfish interest.>®

This argument is echoed by the likes of Chief Anthony Enahoro, one of Nigeria's

foremost nationalists, who believes that:

It is not enough to keep repeating that we do not want to be like Yugoslavia.
We must ask ourselves why did Yugoslavia broke up, why the Tamils and
Kashmiris have once again become so active, why the Scots and the Welsh
want their separate national assemblies when they have been united with
England for centuries, why the Irish problem persists, why Czechoslovakia is
now two separate countries, why the Kurds want their own homeland, why
the...USSR has disintegrated, why Sudan cannot be united. The answer is of
course that there is a revolution of ethnic nationalism sweeping across the
globe and it could arrive at our shores at anytime. We can anticipate it and
provide systems and structures to contain it or we can foolishly ignore the
threat, trusting not in reason and negotiation and accommodation, but in the
blood and thunder, to keep the danger at bay.>’

What Chief Enahoro seems to be suggesting is that within the present Nigerian state
structure, unity can be achieved. What should be emphasised then is that all the
grievances should be debated and addressed. This point is echoed by Sklar (Ibid*®)

¢ Dr Madunagu’s views are expressed in the article: “The politics of Nigerian history”, published in
the online edition of The Guardian (Nigerian) online edition of 20/05/05
(http://www.guardiannewsngr.com/editorial_opinion/article02).

57 This quote was taken from the paper titled: “Once more unto the Breach...!” which, Chief Anthony
Enahoro delivered at the Conference on Nigeria, organised by the National Democratic Coalition
(NADECO), in London on Saturday, June 15" 1996.

5% Under the title: “Conclusion”
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who has noted that in Nigeria “for the time being, nationality questions are ...debated
in relation to the aim of comprehensive multinational inclusion within common
institutions rather than proposals for regional separatism or a more explicitly ethnic

form of federation.””>°

This trend is being encouraged because there are Nigerians who have always believed
that there is much to be gained from Nigeria remaining as one entity. This they reckon
will not be to Nigerians only but also to the entire West African sub-region in
particular and the African continent in general. Among them is the late Dr. Usman
(1994: 49-50), who reasoned that Nigeria should take steps to strengthen the
ECOWAS® and work towards the unity of the Nigerian state as a prelude to the
unification of the sub-regional group. Usman’s analysis also indicate that the
argument to maintain Nigeria as a single entity is closely aligned with the economic
basis that led the British colonialists to create the Nigerian state in 1914 by

amalgamating the entities around the Niger area.. As he explained it:

The British were driven into these series of amalgamation which produced the
Nigerian colonial entity by the simple logic of why they wanted to colonise
this part of the world in the first place. They wanted cheap and secure raw
materials for their industries; a market for their manufactured goods; a source
for generating capital resources for investing in Britain and strengthening the
sterling against other currencies; a manpower reserve for economic and
military purposes; port, waterways, roads, railways, airports, and airspaces for
their transport and imperial communication systems. They found that the logic
of economic, political, military, cultural and ideological networks which had
developed in this corner of West Africa made it more efficient and secure for
them to amalgamate the various colonial entities than to leave them separate.”
(Ibid, 39)

This is what Nigeria, as an entity secures for the people of the area. And given the fact
that current global trends encourage moves towards particularly regional or
continental economic unions, which might subsequently lead to political unions,®!
what then is the point dismembering a Nigerian state that could be the precursor of a

West African Union and possibly an African Union that would enhance global peace

and stability?

%% This is along the line of the conclusions reached by Schlessinger, 1991a, on the study he did on the

European Union project.
% Economic Community of West African States
¢! Typical example is the European Union
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The New York Times could not agree more as its editorial opinion of 27/02/06 titled:
“Danger signs in Nigeria”, argued along this line and part of it reads:

But the world needs a stable Nigeria.... Nigeria is crucial to all of West
Africa, having often provided the military troops and negotiating forums to
quell civil war and related violence in neighbouring countries. Nigeria is also
important to counter terrorism efforts, both as it tries to monitor and defuse an
encroaching fundamentalism among its own Moslems and in cooperating with
international efforts to secure the strategically vital Gulf of Guinea.

In reference to the different views held by Nigerians on this question of unity, Sklar®?

opined that:

Whether or not a regionalist constitution would endanger the unity of Nigeria,
it would almost certainly ensure a diminution of the nation’s role in both West
African and continental politics. Nigerians might then be happier, and the
regional entities, each in its own way, could become more democratic than the
existing centralized federation. But Nigeria would be less likely to evolve as a
continental power, comparable to South Africa, where a big tent political party
presides over the effort to mobilize human resources for national development.
One may wonder whether Nigerian intellectuals in general are prepared to
abandon the idea of high politics in the form of continental power for the sake
of low politics in the form of regional autonomy (original emphasis).

Based on the foregoing arguments, one of the best ways to ensure Nigerian unity is
through institutions that have the capacity to instil a sense of collective national
identity in Nigerians. This would necessarily involve how to harness and nurture the
diverse groups within Nigeria to feel being part of the Nigerian State. It is therefore
relevant that we know what constitutes that State in order to understand the ways and

methods by which it can be perpetrated by drawing on the theories of the State.

2.2 Theoretical framework

2.2a The State/Nation

Writers have applied various interpretations to the concept of the state and of its

nature. In his discussion of the state, Tony Barnett (1997: 27) sees it as “the existence

62 Gee Sklar, 2004, under the heading: “Conclusion”
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of a system of permanent administration and finance, demarcated territory, control of
military and civil power through a social and cultural apparatus” and as “a cultural
concept describing a political idea, a myth within which people live their lives as

though it were ‘natural’.”

While it could be said that there is no unanimity as to what constitutes a state, it
suffices to say that many writers hold the traditional model view of the sovereign
state. Characteristically therefore, they see the state as an institutional form of
governance within a defined boundary over which it exercises monopoly over the
means of violence..*> Although one could hardly devalue the significance of this
model, particularly as it applies to western societies of Europe and the United States
of America, its relevance diminishes when applied against the backdrop of how states
in non-western societies came about. For instance, the main characteristics of the state
in Western societies are quite different from those of their counterparts’ in developing
or less developed areas mostly in Africa, Asia, Latin-America and the Middle East.
But even then, within these areas there are differences due to different historical

experiences.

Anthony Smith (1983: 122-123) has however, identified four patterns of state
formation on a global scale. Significantly, the corpus of his argument brings into
sharper relief what accounts for the differences between states in the less developed
areas and their European counterparts. Whereas European states evolved over a period
of centuries, most of the states in the less developed areas particularly in Africa, only
came into being through the deliberate policies of the European colonialists in the last

century.

On a general level, though, Smith (2000: 3)® defines a nation as “a named human
population sharing an historic territory, common myths and historical memories, a
mass, public culture, a common economy and common legal rights and duties for all
members.” Although his position does not completely deviate from that older tradition
of the thinking about the nation, he nevertheless acknowledges its modern phenomena

in so far as they (a) Require a unified legal code of common rights and duties, with

% See Anthony Giddens, 1985: 120; Max Weber, 1948: 78.
® See also 1991: 14.
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citizenship rights where the nation is independent (b) Are based on a unified economy
with a single division of labour, and mobility of goods and persons throughout the
national territory; they need a fairly compact territory, preferably with ‘natural’
defensible frontiers, in a world of similar compact nations (c) They require a single
‘political culture’ and public, mass education and media systems, to socialise future

generations to be citizens of the new nation (1991: 69).

Apart from distinguishing the growth of what he called the “old, continuous nations of
the West from the more deliberate creations of nations in Eastern Europe, Asia, Latin
America and Africa” (ibid); Smith also identifies the characteristics of the entities that
initiated the processes of forming nations as (a) Those that were formed from their
aristocratic base and in this instance “the state is suffused by an aristocratic culture
and traditions, often permeated with religious and priestly influences (b) Those that
were formed through the inclusion of significant ethnic minorities. Some empires like
Russia, Ethiopia, Ottoman Turkey, for example, included many large minorities (c)
That others also came into being as a result of “the modernising character of their
bureaucratic states” in which case “a dominant ethnic core and ruling class”
consolidates “‘over subordinate ethnies and classes™ (d) Another process was through
the use of ‘official’ and institutional nationalism. That is “in order to consolidate their
hold and homogenize the population into a compact nation, the ruling class seeks to
assimilate ethnic minorities through an educational programme of nationalism, backed
by major institutions. To this end, they promote official, establishment ideas and
images of the nation, to which everyone must conform and which preclude the rise of

any other ideas, symbols or imagery (Ibid, 101-102).

But how do the former colonies of Western European powers fit into these categories?
This has been the dilemma of most of these non-Western states as they lack the
identities to form coherent and stable polities - and the groups that constitute these
nations have little or nothing in common. Indeed if there is anything common among
them at all, it is the fact of their association with the former colonialists, yet they have
to carry out the task of nation-building. Smith put this point poignantly in his thesis

on “constructing the nation” when he stated::

In the African and Asian cases however, the time span is quite different, and
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so is the ideological context. Given the geopolitical situation, regimes in the
new states are under considerable and immediate pressure to create nations
such as exist in Europe and America, if only to be able to compete in the
international arena. Besides, ideologically, they are committed to ‘nation-
building’, which in practice means state-building combined with national
integration and mobilisation; this too requires the formation of a national,
cultural and political identity that clearly differentiates it from its neighbours
(Ibid, 111-112).

Indeed developments within the contemporary global society reveal three social
entities that could also provide the basis for explaining the crisis within it today.
These are the state, the nation and the nation-state. Anthony Giddens (1981: 13)
makes a distinction between the ‘nation’, the ‘nation-state’ and ‘nationalism’ and in
essence provides us with a useful tool in explaining the differences that exist in
different areas of the globe. An important aspect of his analysis is that there are less
schisms in societies that have attained the status of a ‘nation-state’, as opposed to the

new emergent nations of non-western societies. As he put it:

What makes the ‘nation’ a necessary element of the ‘nation-state’... is not the
existence of sentiments of nationalism (however strong these may be) but the
unification of an administrative apparatus whose power stretches over
precisely territorial bounds. ‘Nationalism’ by contrast may be understood as
symbols or beliefs which attribute a communality of experience to the
members of a particular regional, ethnic or linguistic category - which may or
may not be convergent with the demarcation of a nation-state (Ibid,).®®

Indeed, most of the nations in crisis today are comparatively recently formed
phenomena which were created in the last century and are mainly found in Africa,
Asia, Latin America, Middle East and in the former socialist Eastern Europe.
Arguably, the crises in every area of the world today have a pattern which may be
traceable to how these entities came into being and how they are being sustained. So
whereas the nations in the more advanced societies of the West have been able to put
structures in place to deal with any nationalistic fervour of the diverse groups that
make up those societies, this is hardly the case in the less developed areas of the

world.

Tony Bamnett’s idea of the state gives us a hint as to why this disparity in the

management of disaffection exists between these two societies. According to him,

% Cited in Schlesinger, 1985: 116

26



“for most of the world’s people in the last decade of the twentieth century”, the state
assumed a commitment to “national identity” and provided “the main base of identity
...7 (1997: 27-28). But then he also notes that in many of the states of Africa, Asia,
the Middle East, and to a lesser extent Latin America, the state does not constitute the
main base of identity. Yet in the same breath he acknowledges that the idea of the
‘natural’ state is crumbling in European states. For instance, when the Soviet Union
and its satellite states and Yugoslavia disintegrated, it became clear that these states
no longer always form firm bases for identity. Events in the Caucasus, in Canada, and
in the United Kingdom are clear indications that there are no stable entities in the
world today because of the aspiration for self-determination by ethnic groups. Barnett
said this should not surprise us because, he believes, following Bourdieu and
Passerons’ submission (Bourdieu and Passeron, 1977)66 that states are not ‘natural’ as

“we live in a world of social invention” (Barnett,, 1997: 27-28).

Nowhere else in the world does this description become more relevant than in most of
the states in the less developed areas, which were the creations of the Western
European states. In effect they cannot fit into the classical theories of the state and
those theories cannot also be employed to properly explain events within them.”’ .
Though as has already been indicated, no country in the world today is free from
ethnic minority problems, this global reality became very apparent following the
collapse of Communism and the fervour with which the promotion of the free market
economy on a global scale has been pursued. All these have implications for the non-
European contemporary states in general and the former European colonies of Africa
in particular, who are faced with, among other issues, the daunting task of creating a
united entity out of the structures the nationalists inherited from the colonial
administrators (Smith, 1991: Ch. 5). The overriding ambition in a state like Nigeria
has been how to rectify this anomalous situation brought about by the colonial

enterprise.
2.2b Nationalism

The rise in nationalists' agitation for rights and recognition in Nigeria cannot be

% Cited in Barnett, T., 1997: 28
%7 See Golden and Harris (eds), 1997
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adequately explained without reference to the general and theoretical debate about
nationalism worldwide. Nationalism shot into the forefront of contemporary global
discourse particularly in the wake of the collapse of the Soviet Union and the Socialist
system it represented.®® Since then the world has witnessed cataclysmic eruptions that
have shaken and continued to shake the very foundations of once stable polities.
Although, this was usually the characteristic associated with non-western societies,
events in the last two decades have shown that no society today is immune from
nationalist sentiments. But it is also clear that there is no uniformity in the way that
these sentiments are being expressed worldwide, which, itself, is a reflection of how
developments within the contexts in which such sentiments take place affect the

course of nationalism.

However, there is the view that the concept has both a political and a cultural
dimension (Smith 1971: Ch. 7). This tallies with the contentions of those that have
been described as the "founding fathers" of nationalism, like Rousseau, Herder,
Fichte, Korais, and Mazzini. From their perspectives, three themes and ideals
underpin the notion of nationalism and which nationalists, irrespective of their
contexts, have often associated with. They are autonomy, unity, and identity

(Hutchinson and Smith [eds.] 1994a: 3-13).

What seems to also separate nationalists the world over is that their level of
achievement is defined by the contexts in which they operate.®® But more importantly,
there are also others, who see nationalism as a positive force, particularly at the
international level (Horowitz, 1985;"° Mayall, 1990).”" In this respect reference is
often made to the benefits brought about by post-modernity, which emphasises a
world not defined by sovereign nation-states, each pursuing selfish national interests,
but one linked together by common interests and values and therefore a diminution of
nationalism (see, for instance, Billig, M., 1995: 128-153). But a counterpoint is that
the world is still wreaked by sometimes disruptive and violent nationalism and that

nationalists are continuing to use the effects generated by post-modernity (new

8 See, for instance, Billig, 1995
® For instance, read Hutchinson and Smith (1994: 5 and 70-76), where they cited the views of

Miroslav Hroch and Tom Nairn.
™ See Ibid, 261-269
7' See Ibid, 269-280
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channels of mass communication and indeed the ever persistent inter-state rivalries) to
legitimise their cause (Richmond, 1984;7? Hobsbawn, 19907).

Elie Kedourie, in his treatment of the issue, premised his thoughts on Renan’s idea
that “the nation is a daily plebiscite” which in effect means that in the conduct of its
affairs it is susceptible to all kinds of argument that could have a beneficial or a
deleterious effect on it. He hinges his thought on the significance of ideas and the

effect that they could bring to bear on societies. In his own words:

Renan’s ... metaphor is felicitous, if only because it indicates so well that
nationalism is ultimately based on will, and shows how inadequate the
doctrine is in describing the political process, for a political community which
conducts daily plebiscites must soon fall into querulous anarchy, or hypnotic
obedience (1960: 81).

Yet Kedourie’s concern is that, for such a society to maintain stability, it must be

amenable to new learning and ideas. To him then:

National self-determination is, in the final analysis, a determination of the
will; and nationalism is, in the first place, a method of teaching the right
determination of the will ... and it is no accident that nationalism was at its
most intense where and when institutions had little resilience and were ill-
prepared to withstand the powerful attacks to which they became exposed
(Ibid, 101)..

Kedourie’s submission is that nationalism is a product of its social milieu and

therefore a response to the issues generated therein (Ibid).

Smith (1991: 73, 80) also touches on the three themes of nationalism in his analysis.
He defines it as ““an ideological movement for attaining and maintaining autonomy,
unity and identity on behalf of a population deemed by some of its members to
constitute an actual or potential nation”. He supports the ‘contextualist’ approach to
nationalism which argues that “nationalism exhibits a diversity within unity ... [that
pinpoints] the main kind of ideology and movement in terms of historical period,
geographical area, level of economic development, philosophical assumptions, class

context, cultural milieu or political aspirations.”

™ See Ibid, 289-300
B See Ibid, 101-111
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Smith (1991: 82) then proceeds to identify two main types of nationalism: territorial
and ethnic further subdividing each into pre-independence and post-independence
nationalism. Basically the aim of the nationalists in these endeavours is to first of all
eject outside rulers from their territories and then forge unity among their people. To
achieve these objectives, Smith discusses the levels at which nationalism operates. At

the political level, he says:

Nationalism as an ideology is a doctrine of the units of political power and a
set of prescriptions about the nature of power holders. It is also a doctrine of
the legitimate global relations of such units ... [and at an economic level]
nationalism ideally prescribes a self-sufficiency of resources and purity of
lifestyle in line with its commitment to autonomy and authenticity; failing that,
nationalists strive for maximum control over their homeland and its resources.
Beyond that, nationalism operates at the social level by prescribing the
mobilisation of the people, their legal equality as citizens and their
participation in public life for the national good. Seeing the nation as a family
writ large, it seeks to inspire a spirit of national solidarity and brotherhood in
the members of the nation; hence it preaches the social unity of each nation.
At the broadest level, nationalism must be seen as a form of historicist culture
and civic education, one that overlays or replaces the older mode of religious
culture and familial education (1991: 91-92).

But Smith is also aware of what he calls ‘separatist ethno-nationalism’, which as
current cases show; “whatever their origins, seek autonomy or secession from
relatively new states whose boundaries and raison d’étre are part of the colonial
legacy. The primary source of their disaffection lies in the plural nature and fragile
legitimacy of the post-colonial state itself.” He then sees economic grievances as
more often providing the ‘catalyst of rebellion’, since these new states generally fail
to bring about their promises or because they favour “certain ethnic communities or
categories at the expense of others, it is the very nature of the post-colonial state that
creates the underlying conditions for the possibility of a resort to secession” (1991:
133).

What then is the solution? How do we avoid the resultant debilitating ethnic
cleavages, especially in the newly created states of Africa in particular and the less
developed areas in general? Smith offers an insight into the causes and then the

solutions when he states:

Because social classes are less developed and ethnic ties more pronounced,
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especially in conditions of urban competition, the political constituencies of
leaders and parties are much more likely to be composed of one or more ethnic
community or category, distinguished as such in the parties slogans and
programmes. [In effect] fierce political competition between ethnically
defined constituencies tends to harden the boundaries and promote the self-
awareness of ethnies and ethnic categories; moreover, failure in that
competition, particularly if repeated, may drive the defeated community to
contemplate secession, especially where its leaders have internalised negative
stereotypes or where, as in the Biafran case, such stereotypes help to create
conditions of terror and massacre (Ibid: 1).

The only way to avoid this, according to Smith, is for leaders of new states to “take
active measures to defuse ethnic cleavages through economic and administrative

measures ...~ (Ibid).

Although nationalism is often associated with groups striving to express their
distinctiveness and therefore prepared to fight for autonomy in order to achieve that
objective (Smith, 2000: 1-26), Michael Billig, in his contribution to the debate,
introduces a socio-psychological angle to the concept, with emphasis on how it is
helping to reproduce the already developed Western nations. Linking nationalism
therefore to the nation-state, he sees a certain ‘naturalness’ in the way nationalism is
being expressed in these societies. This is the ‘banal’ variety of nationalism. He

rationalises his position thus:

The term banal nationalism is introduced to cover the ideological habits which
enable the established nations of the West to be reproduced ... these are not
removed from everyday life, as some observers have supposed. Daily the
nation is indicated, or ‘flagged’, in the lives of its citizenry. Nationalism, far
from being an intermittent mood in established nations, is the endemic
condition (1995: 6)

There is a reason for this, as Billig suggests:

Nation-states are not founded upon ‘objective’ criteria, such as the possession
of a discrete language. Instead, nations have to be ‘imagined’ as communities.
Because of this imaginary element, nationalism contains a strong social
psychological dimension...The imagining of the nation is part of a wider
ideological, discursive consciousness (adding that) Nationalism is ... a way of
thinking or ideological consciousness. In this consciousness, nations, national
identities and national homelands appear as ‘natural’. Most crucially the
‘world of nations’ is represented as a ‘natural’ moral order (1995: 10).
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Arguably, the reality of the Nigerian situation requires that the nation needs to define
itself, taking into consideration contemporary realities. The aim of such a project will
necessarily mean to ensure that Nigerians put behind them the colonial legacy and
consequently build a strong and prosperous nation. What is important to know here is
not so much the creation of a Nigeria where all the various nationalities are coerced to
conform to a certain Nigerian-ness, but to follow a process that will ensure that the
various entities are allowed to express themselves within the context of a strong and

united Nigerian state.

This, in effect, raises the issue of how a collective national identity will be promoted
in an environment such as Nigeria’s. Or put differently, are there circumstances or
historical moments whereby every group in Nigeria is made to feel a sense of
collective national identity for Nigeria? But before we embark on an examination of
such moments in the Nigerian history, it is first imperative to familiarise ourselves
with the general debate about national identity and every other issue related to it

which will aid our understanding, when they are applied to the Nigerian situation.

2.2c National identity

The term "national identity”, has been analysed in various ways. Whether it is
Mackenzie's notion (1978: 109)"* that "common purpose” instead of identities exist;
La Pierre's understanding (1984: 197-198),” that it is "collective memory of common
past” or Paolo Pistoi's exposition (1983: 82),’¢ which states that "identity is the social
boundary which defines the group with respect to other groups of the same order, not
the cultural reality within those borders", it could be said to be that a common theme
runs through them all. This is basically that 'national identity' has often been seen as
coterminous with national character, describing a state as distinct from others in terms
of its history, values, events, rituals, etc. In effect, national identity is seen as only
synonymous with a situation where the national character of a state is explicitly

represented and reproduced in such a way as to reflect its nation-ness (Brookes, 1999:

247-248).

™ Cited in Schlesinger, 1991a: 156
 Ibid, 153
% Ibid, 153
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Similarly, Gellner provides us with a definition, which suggests that the state is the
provider of national identity. Using the formation of nation-states in industrial society
as his point of departure, he said that those states are maintained through “a universal,
standardised system of education”. In effect, what Gellner is saying is that, through
the employment of education, a state can ‘transmit cultural uniformity’ (Gellner,
1983: 35-36).”7 In the same vein, Hobsbawm and Ranger's (1983: 11-12) idea of the
state also suggests a form of cultural practice. In other words, Gellner, Hobsbawm and
Ranger believe that one form of identity of the state to be sustained is through the
celebration of its history, in the form of such ceremonies like those involving flags
and other images of the state which are to be consumed by all. Indeed, the thrust of
their argument seems to be that the state is a static and natural phenomenon to be
reproduced and continued in a particular manner depicted in a national character that

is historically associated with it (see Brookes, 1999: 247-9).

Nevertheless, some writers such as Schlesinger (1991a) and Hall (1992a) disagree
with the basic premise of the foregoing submissions. Schlesinger argues that this is
just one way of conceiving identity, because objective factors within and outside a
state mean that identity is constantly changing and being reconstituted. Schlesinger
believes that there are other “sources of differentiation inside industrial cultures and
(therefore), the new creation of various collective identities ... may be in opposition
to official national culture” (1991a: 160). This aligns with the theory of cultural
identity as put forward by Hall, which is that peoples’ cultural identities are not fixed
and unified and therefore “all of us are composed of multiple social identities, not of
one ...(because) we are all complexly constructed through different categories, of
different antagonisms”78 (Hall, 1991b: 57),79), and given the historical context of
world politics, what we now have is “hybrid” and “diasporic” identities®® (Hall,
1991a). What this therefore means is that, in contemporary states today, there are

differences based on religion, ethnicity, region, locality and diaspora.

National identity understood from this standpoint is of more relevance to us in this

77 See Schlesinger: 1991a: 160; de Swaan, 1985: 125.
™ Quoted in Brookes 1999: 248.

™ Also see Hall, 1992

% Ibid.

33



study. In which case, it could be seen simply as a "process of identifying (original
emphasis) with the nation" (Brookes, 1999: 248). Of particular importance is Billig's
(1995: 4-8) notion of national identity. According to him, "to have a national identity
is to possess ways of talking about nationhood", adding that national identity is also to
be found in "the embodied habits of social life" (Ibid: 8). But more importantly,
Billig,®' believes:

An investigation of national identity should aim to disperse the concept of
'identity’ into different elements ...[in which case] an 'identity' is not a thing; it
is a short-hand description for ways of talking about the self and community
... [because] they are related to forms of life. In this respect, 'identity’, if it is
to be understood as a form of talking, is also to be understood as a form of life.
The saluted and unsaluted flags are not stimuli that evoke 'identity-reactions';
they belong to the forms of life which constitute what could be called national
identities (1995: 60).

What this in effect means is that national identity rather than being seen as a synonym
for the expression of a fixed and eternal character of the nation-state is continually in
the process of changing. In this respect, as stated earlier, Schlesinger (1991: 153)
argues that "national identity is best understood as a form of collective identity". His
concern is mainly with the "general sociological problem of what collective identity is
and how it is constituted”. As he put it: "collective identities are constituted in action
and are continually reconstituted in line with both an internal dynamic and external
balances of force" (original emphasis). In concluding his study, which was about the

difficult issue of a European identity, Schlesinger then stated:

If we are to navigate our way with success through the whirlpool of collective
identity, there is no alternative to developing a thoroughgoing pluralism of
structures ... in the Europe of the future, one that recognises multi-ethnicity,
multi-culturalism and the multi-faith society as indispensable elements in a
new order (1991: 191).

2.2d National identity and the Nigerian context

How can such submissions about the term °‘national identity’ be related to the

Nigerian situation? Is it possible to use theories developed out of the experiences of

*! In reference to the works of (Bhavnani and Phoenix, Shotter and Gergen, 1989).
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European and other industrialised states of the world, to analyse the Nigerian
situation? Some writers are of the opinion that the theories and approaches developed
in the metropoles are not irrelevant for Africa, more so as these African nations are
part of the global system and are also under enormous pressure to meet the

requirements that go with that.?? Indeed the kernel of their position is that

Western conceptual exploration has obvious intellectual (and sometimes
imperialist) benefits, even for Africa, (although they also maintain that)
serious problems occur, when such unreconstituted models, theories and
paradigms to answer problems and offer explanations of processes elsewhere,
are applied to Africa irrespective of local ways of making sense and doing
things (Tomaselli, 1998: 145).
This is the crux of the matter. That is, if we are to apply western developed theories to
analyse the African situation, for them to be relevant, it will be worthwhile to know
first what constitutes the states in Africa. In respect of this study, by so doing we learn
what it will take to promote national identity for each of the states that make up
Africa. In the case of Nigeria, we need to understand how the complex and pluralistic
Nigerian state came about. This is where Smith's argument (see p.25, above) about
nationalism in a post-colonial state becomes very relevant, because not only will it
enable us know the make-up of these states but also what it will take to create a sense

of a collective national identity for the various groups within them.

2.2e The post-colonial state

The literature on the post-colonial state is replete with the effects that colonialism has had

on the colonised. On the African continent, some have argued that this has had particularly

adverse effects as the Western educated elite who championed the course of independence,

employed models of cultural studies imported from the developed nations of Western

Europe and uncritically applied them to the African situation. Indeed many post-colonial

writers have attacked the claim to universality of human nature as the works of some

western theorists wittingly or unwittingly show. Here the works of such notable western

writers as Shakespeare, Dante or Goethe come to mind. As remarked by Ashcroft et al,

"we are often told what makes [these writers] 'great' is their ability to reveal something of

'the universal human condition' (Ashcroft et al, 1995: 55).

%2 See Muller and Tomaselli, 1990: 302; Ssmith, 1991:111.
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However, post-colonial writers like Chinua Achebe, George Lamming, Gauri
Viswanathan, Alan Bishop, Frederic Jameson and Aijaz Ahmad etc, are at odds with
this concept of universalism. They basically see this as a 'myth’ by which the
metropolis maintains imperial cortrol over the periphery (Ashcroft et al, 1995: 12-
77). Additionally, any criticism of the concept of universalism is seen as an
acknowledgement of the fact that post-colonial societies have distinctive
characteristics and are able to respond adequately to whatever effects, whether
cultural, economic, or political, are generated in such societies. As succinctly put by
Ashcroft et al:

The value of post colonial discourse is that it provides a methodology of
considering the dialogue of similarity and difference; the similarity of
colonialism's political and historical pressure upon non-European societies,
alongside the plurality of specific cultural effects and responses those societies
have produced (Ibid: 56).

It is this development that has generated such discussions as the 'decolonisation of
African Literature' (see Chinweizu et al, 1985). But in response to that the question
has always been asked as to whether this is possible in the contemporary world. That
is, can the rest of the world that have had the experience of colonialism and
imperialism, be free of all colonial taint in whatever they do? The reality of the
relationship between the colonised and the coloniser, even after decolonisation,
suggests that this is hardly possible. Tiffin (1995: 95) in her thesis opines that "it is
not possible to create or recreate national or regional formations wholly independent

of their historical implication in the European colonial enterprise”.

Nevertheless Simon During (1995: 125) contends that for those who have been the
victims of colonialism and imperialism, post-colonialism is the need in nations or
groups to achieve an identity uncontaminated by Universalist or Eurocentric concepts
and images. On the other hand, Linda Hutcheon, (1995: 135) disagrees, arguing that
"the entire post-colonial project usually posits precisely the impossibility of that
identity ever being 'uncontaminated': just as the word post-colonialism holds within it
its own 'contamination' by colonialism ...". And still there is a belief that it is possible
for both the "local' and 'global' to exist side by side. This is what Diana Brydon (1995:

141), calls "a new globalism that is neither the old universalism nor the Disney
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simulacrum which simultaneously asserts local independence and global
interdependencies and then seeks a way to cooperate without co-option, a way to
define differences that do not depend on myths of cultural purity or authenticity but

that thrive on an interaction that 'contaminates' without homogenising".

No doubt, contemporary African cultural life has been affected by colonialism. That
influence has persisted, even after decolonisation, as neo-colonialist and imperialist
theories attest. This lies at the heart of those who believe that post-colonialism does
not mean a call for autochthonous culture. Kwame Appiah (1995: 119; 124) belongs
to this category, arguing that "if there is a lesson in the broad shape of this circulation
of cultures, it is surely that we are all already contaminated by each other, that there is
no longer a fully autochthonous pure African culture awaiting salvage by our artists
(just as there is, of course, no American culture without African roots)." According to
him "there is a clear sense in some post-colonial writing that the postulation of a
unitary Africa over against a monolithic West - the binarism of Self and Other - is the
lést of the shibboleths of the modemisers that we must learn to live without" (Ibid:

124).

But whether or not the reality of the post-colonial situation is accepted, the fact is that
these states are today grappling with the destruction of their link to tradition or
identity which colonialism has brought about. Referring to “the post-colonial
situation”, for instance, Lundby and Dayan (1999: 399-400) note that it "can be seen
as a moment of reformulation of identities. It has inherited the deep restructuring of
identities undertaken during colonial times: hardening of existing identities:
destruction of the flux of interactions." They note that, as a result, the post-colonial
states have "witnessed the creation of new and hybrid identities" as "individuals and
groups can no longer define themselves only in terms of their past". National
identities for such states then are not fixed or permanent but contingent upon time and

the issues that the states are confronted with from time to time.

Therefore, what is it that will form the basis for the expression of a national identity in
a post-colonial African state like Nigeria? Through which of its agencies or
institutions can this be achieved? Many experts on the Nigerian media believe that, in

terms of promoting a collective Nigerian national identity and therefore contributing
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to the national integration of Nigeria, it is the media that is best suited to carry out this
task. They believe that this is the case because of the media’s role in the historical
development of Nigeria.®’. Nevertheless, before we know how effective the Nigerian
press would be in this respect, it is necessary to go through some of the general
submissions that have been made regarding the role of the press in the promotion of

national identity.
2.2f The Press and National Identity

The debates about ‘national identity’ recognise the role that the media, in general and
the press in particular, can play in the promotion, construction, articulation and
maintenance of all kinds of national or collective identities. For instance, as noted by
Schlesinger (1991b: 303-304), the intention of the UNESCO’S New World
Information and Communication Order (NWICO) was to protect weaker nation states
of the Third World from “cultural imperialism from the West”. He also noted in his
book that “one European Commission study emphasises the importance of
information in European unification, just as Anthony Pragnell (1985: 8)), recognises

public television service as an integrative force.**

In his contribution, Billig (1995: 11) emphasises the roles played by not just the
politicians but also the newspapers in the promotion of national identity. He noted, for
instance, that politicians are able to do this because "democratic politics is founded on
the institutions of nationhood; [and so] in pursuing their public trade, [politicians seek
to address the nation ... [and because they] have become celebrities in contemporary
age, their words, which typically reproduce the clichés of the nationhood, are
continually reported in the mass media." But Billig also acknowledges that politicians
"do not provide the only conduit by which the nation is banally flagged" as his case

study, using British newspapers, shows. In it he discovers that:

All the papers, whether tabloid or quality, and left- or right-wing, address their
readers as members of the nation. They present news that take for granted the

 For instance, read the views of one of the interviewees, Prince Tony Momoh, on pp.135-136 under
the headline: “The press and independence struggle in Nigeria”. Also see Nwuneli, 1986; Agbaje,
1992; Dare and Uyo eds, 1996; Bitrus, 1996, Anamaleze, 1979, Duyile, 1987; Omu, 1978; Amatokwu,
1989

8 See Schlesinger 1991a: 142
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existence of the world of nations. They employ a routine 'deixis', which is
continually pointing to the homeland as the home of the readers. The little
words - mostly overlooked - are the crucial components in this routine deixis

of the homeland ... The crucial words of banal nationalism are often the
smallest: 'we', 'this' and 'here', which are the words of linguistic 'deixis' (Ibid,
11 & 94).

What is very important in the way that the newspapers ‘flag’ the nation, as Billig’s
example of the British newspapers show, is their use of ‘sports’ to “invite ‘us’, the
readers to support the national cause (p. 11). This stresses the role of newspapers in
the promotion of national identity through their coverage of sporting activities
involving their individual nation-state. Based on Hall and Held’s analysis, Billig notes
that is banal nationalism which has kept the democratic nation-states at the heart of
the people. His argument is that such nationalistic feeling becomes ingrained in the
people’s psyche making them support the nation as they become aware that their
ambition could only be realised within their own state which leaves in a world of
different nations that “has institutionalized ‘them’ and ‘us’.” The intriguing thing
about Billig’s study is the revelation that, through their content, the press “daily
brings the flag home to the citizenry...(or) banally points out ‘the’ homeland...(using)
familiar habits of language...such as ‘people’ (or ‘society’)...”we’, ‘this’, and ‘here’.

(94).

Meyrowitz (1986: 71), in his study of the electronic media, also emphasises the role
the media play in constructing national identities because they have the capability to
bring together people that are not physically in the same place. He calls this a
'placeless culture’®. Thomas Fitzgerald (1991: 193) explores this further when he
talks about the ability of the media to bring about 'diffusion of group identities'.

While it is important to note at this juncture that the media is not the ultimate or sole
creator of national identities, given the fact that such researchers as Schlesinger
(1993; 1991a & b) and Sreberny-Mohammadi (1991) have discussed the role of the
nation-state, in this respect, nevertheless, the media’s role, as homogenizer is an
important aspect of the project of inculcating a sense of national identity in the

populace. For instance, Fitzgerald (1991), in his work, discovered that the media can

% Quoted in Fitzgerald, T.K., 1991: 193
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play an effective role in nurturing a strong national identity. He said that the media
could do this successfully in a society where there is no opposition to 'cultural

aspirations'. In his own words:

A vibrant and peaceful ethnic identity is possible in a multicultural society.
Ethnic identity would seem to have important psychological functions, hence
should be nurtured without falling into the trap of assuming there must be a
corresponding, separate culture. The challenge is how to nurture a strong
national identity, yet still recognise a variety of different interest groups,
ethnic styles and the persistent need for minority identities which carry with
them a degree of self-esteem, dignity and pride (1991: 211).

Although Meyrowitz' findings (1986), as earlier noted, were based on his study of the
electronic media, its significance could be related to what Benedict Anderson (1991)
said about the habit of newspaper reading which enables individuals to 'imagine' their
communities, even though they could never physically meet all the members of the

community. He delineates this, stating:

We know that particular morning and evening editions will overwhelmingly
be consumed between this hour and that, only on this day, not that ...The
significance of this mass ceremony ... is paradoxical. It is performed in silent
privacy, in the lair of the skull. Yet each communicant is well aware that the
ceremony he performs is being replicated simultaneously by thousands (or
millions) of others of whose existence he is confident, yet of whose identity he
has not the slightest notion (Ibid, 35).

Anderson’'s submission only goes to show how the habit of reading newspapers
socialises the citizenry to identify with the nation on a continuous basis. But all these,
predictably, do not in any way diminish the reservations that some writers have
expressed about the ability of the press to promote cultural identities given the effect
of “ ‘global culture’ which underlines the general problem of constructing full-proof
cultural defences™ (de Moragas Spa: 1988)%. But others like Richard Collins (1990:
199-213),%7 nevertheless, have also argued that the so-called “global culture” could
indeed be a source of unity within nation-states. Arguing along the same line,
Schlesinger stated that this is inevitable, adding that what is therefore needed is for us
to “think in terms of the simultaneous interaction and parallelism of different cultural

levels within given social formations” (1991b: 305).

% See Schlesinger, 1991b, 304-5
¥ Ibid
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However, despite these contentions, it is also apparent that not much research has
been conducted to establish the role of the media in the promotion of national
identities.®® Brookes (1999: 251) used textual analysis to assess the British popular
press' role in the promotion of British national identity. What he discovered was that
"whether the BSE/CJD crisis was reported as primarily a health crisis or an industrial

crisis, the representation of the BSE issue was structured around national identity".

What he then found was that:

The British press encourages common-sense identification with the nation as
the dominant form of identity ... [and] occasionally this has been through the
evocation of images and representations of explicit nationalism. But mostly, in
the coverage of the threat to health and the economy posed by BSE, it is
through the construction of an abstract nation at risk through constant
evocation of the 'natural' boundaries of the national community (1999: 261).

Additionally, one of the conclusions reached by Brookes (Ibid) is that "in the case of
media operating within an established nation-state (original emphasis) the press can
be effective in reinforcing national identity in a context in which its naturalness might

otherwise be challenged.”

This, arguably, is true of the Nigerian press. Even though it is generally believed that

% no one can also deny the fact that the Nigerian press has

it is partisan and divisive
more often than not used some specific developments and events within the Nigerian
state to bring the diverse Nigerian peoples together, thereby instilling in them a sense
of collective national identity. Two such issues which will be examined in this study

arc:

(1) Nigeria’s triumph at the FIFA-organised under-17s world cup tournament in
China in August 1985; and

(2) Nigeria’s hosting of the 27" Summit of Heads of State and Governments of the
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) in June 1991.

%8 In research titled: “Newspapers and national identity: the BSE/CJD crisis and the British press”,
% See pp. 61, 65, 158 & 162-164 below

41



However, although Brookes' article is useful in understanding the role of the British
popular press in the promotion of British national identity, not much has been done in
the area of the press' role in the promotion of national identity in a post-colonial state
like Nigeria. This study will show that the Nigerian press is one of the institutions in
society that has, in spite of its history, been engaged in the process of promoting and
reinforcing a collective Nigerian national identity, within the context of a

multicultural environment.

Therefore, drawing on Smith's analysis of nationalism and Billig's notion of the ‘daily
flagging’ of the nation (see pp. 29 & 31 respectively), this study proposes that it is
possible to nurture a strong national identity within the context of a multi-ethnic
society like Nigeria. I do agree that Nigeria is a nation that is divided along ethnic,
religious and regional lines each with its own identity, but I contend that the
expression of ethnic identities is not a hindrance to the promotion of national identity.
While the Nigerian constitution explicitly spells out how the various nationalities can
be fully integrated (Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999), in this
endeavour, it could be said that to promote a Nigerian national identity is to promote
an integrated Nigerian State, which conforms to a certain "national character
describing a particular set of phenomena (representations, events, values, experiences,
rituals etc)". But I argue that given the historical development of a nation like Nigeria,
what will form the basis for an enduring national integration and therefore a collective
Nigerian national identity, is a situation where there is no opposition to, as Fitzgerald
(1991: 203) puts it, ‘cultural aspirations’. The implication is that in such an
environment, diversity will not necessarily be a hindrance to integration as people are
able to recognise and accept the national perspectives to issues. Therefore it is safe to
say that the promotion of national identity cannot be understood only in terms
conforming to a national character embodying a certain nation-ness. We should also
be interested in how 'identification within the nation' is promoted 'as the dominant

form of cultural identity' (Tomlinson, J., 1991: 83).

For example, in accepting Anderson’s analysis, which talks about the important role
that the habit of reading newspaper plays in the promotion of national identity, at the
same time, what is emphasised as important to this study is what the content of the

newspaper is, which is what is significant in the process of identifying with the nation.
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This is in agreement with those who believe that the relevance of the media in the
promotion of national identity lies in the manner in which it addresses and reports the
news to its audience. As the evidence from the study of British newspapers shows,
"the content of a newspaper does not just reflect the ritual conditions under which it is

read, but reinforces and reproduces it" (Brookes, 1999: 249).

In this study therefore, I will investigate the role that the Nigerian newspapers play in
the promotion of a collective Nigerian national identity using the evidence from: first,
the opinions garnered from interviewing the experts on the Nigerian mass media and
second, the analysis of what the newspapers actually publish. I challenge the literature
that asserts that the historical development of Nigeria, which accounts for the general
nature and character of the press (Nnaemeka et al, 1989: Vols. 1 & 2),% is a hindrance
to the press’ ability to promote Nigeria’s national integration and unity. It is possible,
in contemporary societies, to aim to tolerate a hybrid of cultures with the press
serving to reinforce this without necessarily promoting disintegration (Civil Liberties

Organisation, 1996; Nigerian Press Council, 2000: 132-133).

The main issue in analysing the role of the Nigerian press in the promotion of a
collective Nigerian national identity is not so much what the press does today but the
major characteristics of what informs what it is now doing. And to make that
connection from its past to the present is to emphasise the impact of the colonial
enterprise on the nature of the African media in general and the Nigerian media in
particular. This is what is going to form the basis of the next section. It begins with an
account of the evolution of the mass media in Africa, the purpose of which is to
provide the premise for an understanding of the history and context of the Nigerian

press.

Literature Review 11

2.3 Mass media in the African context

% See also Enwenwa, 1., 1989: 76-7; Uche, L.U., 1989: xvii).
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The literature on the African continent usually divides the continent into two
geographically distinct regions, namely North Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa. But
whatever the differences that are immanent in these two regions, there is something
common to their media audiences which is the extensive historical and cultural
contacts they have had with each other as well as the fact that they have been subject
(sic) to external influences (Jeter et al. 1996: xi). Indeed, Africa had powerful
kingdoms "for nearly 6500 years" and what could be tagged 'racial purity' before their
conquerors, ranging from the Greeks to the Persians, the Arabs, the Romans and the
Europeans, brought upon it a variety of cultural influences (Ibid), that have stunted its
advancement in almost all fields of human endeavour in the contemporary world
order. And one institution in contemporary African states that has been a direct
consequence of such external influences is the mass media of communication. There
is nowhere else on the African continent that this is truer than in sub-Saharan Africa,
which is the focus here. The evolution of the media in this region is worth exploring

so we can understand the basis of its peculiar nature.

Jeter et al (Ibid, xi-xii), noted in their work that "the early presses in a number of
African colonies were established and run by missionaries ...[who] also set up
schools and agricultural facilities through which they engendered their own set of
moral values, work ethic and political institutions"®'. They also found that although
"these European religions and political values were sometimes at cross-purposes with
those of indigenous religions and governments, these values left traditions that
influenced the media systems in independent African nation-states"”? Indeed, as Jeter,
et al, note, (Ibid, 9), the African mass media continue to be subject to Western
influences, such as those regarding the concept of news and the use of communication
technologies in social and economic development. Consequently, this "clash of media
values puts Africa's modern mass media at loggerheads with African governments
which have resorted to adopting stricter media policies to cow the media" (Ibid).
Malinowski (1966: 11) explained this phenomenon as a legacy of colonialism when
he stated that "the whole range of European influences, interests, good intentions and
predatory drives must become an essential part of the study of African cultural

change." Further, as also put by one writer on the African media, John N. Williams

1 Also see Ayandele, 1966.
2 See also Wilcox, 1975: 1.



(1963: 243), the only way to understand the nature and role of the media in Africa

generally is to consider the continent's colonial past.”

The result of all this is that when one looks at the evolution of the African media, one
discovers that a common strand runs through them. This is what Jeter et al (1996: 11)
referred to as the philosophical contexts of Africa's mass media. For instance, before
independence, newspapers were first "instruments for establishing indigenous forms
of government, tools of political parties or of nationalist movements." Second, they
were instruments for legitimizing the indigenous governments wherever they were in
place." Third, “they were instruments for demonstrating the disapproval of
indigenous, repressive political systems that departed from the broad-based
expectations of a nation" (Ibid: 11). Whatever the approach adopted in defining the
region's media role, what seems certain is that in order for the media to perform its
role successfully, it would need the government to first of all recognise its unique role

in society and thereafter support it towards the attainment of societal goals (Ibid: 22).

Poignantly, Ruijter (1989) identifies four characteristics of government-media
relations in Africa: they are: "manipulative" because "official communiqués from
government sources constitute the bulk of the news on the continent; "collaborative”,
because it brings about inter-dependency between the state and the media;
"supportive” of the legal and underpinnings of the state, and, lastly, they are
"preventive", in that the media face stumbling blocks in their attempts to play the

watchdog role and to uphold the social norms of the state machinery.”*

Exploring this further, Pratt (1991) noted that although in Africa there are privately-
owned and state-owned media, their role is blurred because both have similar editorial
content. To explain this phenomenon, Jeter et al (1996: 30-3) stated that it is because
the press play a unifying role as African governments have often emphasised the need
for the integration of all ethnic loyalties in the task of nation-building and so
journalists are likely to feel the pressure to promote homogeneous rather than

heterogeneous perceptions of their national roles.”

% See also Mazrui, 1972: 122.
% See Jeter, J.P., et al, 1996: 27-28
% see also Tusa: 1992: 15; Paul Ansah: 1981; Index on Censorship, cited in Tusa, 1992: 17; Arikpo,
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In the same vein, Hamelink (1983: 22) talked about the homogenizing effects of
"cultural synchronization" perpetrated by the small, urban foreign-orientated elite,
who, as a result of the far greater influence they have on the cultural environment than
the other members of the population, demonstrate perceptions that tend toward
homogeneity. The result is that the "decisions regarding the cultural environment in a
given country are made in accordance with the interests of a powerful central nation
and imposed with subtle but devastating effectiveness without regard for the adaptive
necessities of the dependent nation"*®. Schwartz (1978), came up with the criteria of
"inner-directed high professional” and "other-directed" journalists in analysing the
role of the media in Africa. Employing those criteria, Jeter et al (1996: 31) contended
that African journalists are "other-directed." Consequently, they asked whether the
African journalists in the conduct of their duties operate within the strict confines of
the interests of the urban elite or of their publishers. The conclusion they reached was
that because the media depend so much on government policy as regards their
instruments of trade, such as newsprint and other materials for printing, "journalists
may emphasise a careerist attribute - job security - rather than a professional attribute:

independent thought and action based on the ideals of professionalism.""’.

However, the similarity in the editorial contents of both the public and private media
only serve to limit the media's ability to make an independent and effective impact on
development. This, indeed, is the rationale behind the call for private ownership of the
media in Africa,”® although there have also been a clamour for a shift from the
colonial model of journalism training, which reflects Africa's colonial history, to the
development model which emphasises the need for African journalists to be trained in

order to be equipped to carry out national development.” Nevertheless, the African

1967: 165; Wilcox, 1975: 31.

% Quoted in Jeter et al, 1996: 30; see also Roser and Brown, 1986, on how government’s intervention
in every sphere of media operations affect African newspaper editors.

%7 See also Breed, 1955; Sobowale, 1979)

* See Jeter, et al, 1996: 32.

% This is the major objective of the African Council for Communication Education (ACCE), which
was established in 1976. Its functions are as follows: to assess the training needs of communication
training institutions in Africa; to assist in curriculum design and development for journalism education;
to facilitate the exchange of resources among training institutions in Africa; to develop research
programmes for various communications projects; to promote awareness, among African governments,
of the role of the media in national development; and to advocate the accreditation or certification of
journalism training centres in Africa (Jeter, J.P., et al, 1996: 40). Also see Jimada, 1987; Hachten,
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media have other peculiarities which limit the way they function.. Part of the problem
for the press in Africa is the disparity between the urban areas and the rural areas. The
newspapers are located in the cities and with poor transportation links with the rural
areas, not many newspapers are read in the deprived rural settings. The findings by
Wilcox'® (1975: 1), is typical in Africa. In his study of the mass media in Africa, he

discovered that:

In terms of the mass media, the paucity of the press is only exceeded by the
mammoth contrast between the urban and rural areas. In Dakar or Abidjan,
today's Paris editions are displayed on well-supplied news-stands that often
reach 50 feet in length. Yet it takes a newspaper two or three days to travel
from Abidjan to towns in the northern part of the country, 350 miles away. In
Dakar thousands watch television while a village 75 miles away is lucky to
have a radio receiver or a newspaper among 350 people.'”’

Here other issues affecting the press which will aid our understanding of the Nigerian
press will be focussed on. A major task in this project is the dissection and analysis of
what really constitutes and influences the way that the Nigerian press has conducted

and continues to conduct its activities.

Given Nigeria's socio-political context, the Nigerian press is often faced with some
daunting issues of fundamental importance to the Nigerian state What plays a
significant role in what the press does, in this respect, is Nigeria’s cultural diversity.
To a large extent many of the newspapers in Nigeria today were established in
recognition of the need to take care of the various interests engendered by Nigeria’s
cultural differences and the various interests within them.'” This is why the role of
the ownership is crucial in understanding the direction that each of the newspapers
follows in the coverage of some vital issues necessary to the unity and survival of the
Nigerian State. Indeed, the Nigerian press has been described as being susceptible to
the manipulation of their respective owners because they regard the newspaper as a

tool for fighting political opponents (Dare, 1997: 545). Against this background, two

1968..

1% Although Wilcox did his studies over thirty- two years ago, there have not been remarkable changes
in the situation as he found them then. See for instance, communiqué from Workshop on Media and
Democracy, NPC, 2000: 131-133; also see Adesonoye, 1989: 96-98; Egbochukwu, 1996: 212-217; the
views of fieldwork interviewee, Mohammed Ibrahim, p.170-171

19! Also see Chick, J.D., 1971.

192 See the mission statement of New Nigerian, for example, in chapter 3, below; Dare, O. 1997: 543-

544
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questions will be raised and employed as our point of departure for analysing and
understanding the nature of the press coverage of some of the aforementioned issues
in Nigeria: To what extent does the coverage by the press reflect public opinion?
Secondly, through their editorial policies, do they construct public opinion? To help
enable an answer to such questions it is necessary to explore the background issues

relating to the Nigerian press.

2.4 Nigerian unity and press: The socio-political and economic setting

2.4a The socio-political setting

What is now simply known as Nigeria was a group of nations, nationalities and
religious groupings in West Africa just over a century ago. European expansionism
and colonisation brought them together. The Europeans named the territories the
“Protectorates of Southern and Northern Nigeria and the Colony of Lagos.” In 1914,
they were all amalgamated into one country as the “Colony and Protectorate of
Nigeria” (Kirk-Greene, 1968). On 1st October 1960, Nigeria gained independence,
but, just as before independence, the country is still dogged by a series of problems

that continue to threaten its corporate existence.

This is hardly a surprise for a people who were brought together purely to meet the
needs of the European colonialists. According to Crowther (1966), the reason for the
amalgamation was primarily economic expediency. Although the people that make up
the area that is now known as Nigeria had interacted with each other before the advent
of colonialism, they also had some fundamental differences in terms of their culture,

religion and history generally. 103

Today in Nigeria there are about 250 autonomous ethnic groups. Of all these, it is the
three majority ethnic groups, the Hausa-Fulani, Ibo and Yoruba, that dominate
Nigeria’s socio-economic and political environment. Their mutual suspiciousness and
inability to work together have cost Nigeria dearly (Obasanjo, 1989: 55; Aguolu,
1973: vii). But it should be emphasised that their relationship with one another is
rooted in and informed by a history that far precedes Colonialism (Nnoli, 1981: 192-

193 See for instance, Garba, J., 2000
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216).'%

The Hausa-Fulanis are Muslims and inhabit the northern part of Nigeria.'”. As a
people they were highly organised and had a well structured system of government
before the colonisation of the area by Europeans. Indeed after the amalgamation in
1914, Lord Lugard found in the North a convenient system of administration which he
exploited for his indirect rule policy.'® It suffices to state that they had maintained
powerful empires and are very proud of their past. This explains their resistance to
Western influence, particularly in the area of education. Overall, this particular point
accounts for the imbalance in the educational development between the North and the

South, with all the consequences that this has continued to have on the Nigerian state.

The Yorubas, on the other hand, occupy the south-western part of Nigeria (Lloyd,
1967: 267-292).'” They are Christians and Muslims, highly educated, wealthy,
middle class and urbanised. They formed the bulk of the population of the then
Western region which, in 1963, had the Mid-west state carved out of it to cater for the
interest of the minority groups that used to be part of that Western region. The
Yorubas also maintained powerful empires, but their traditional rulers (obas) did not
wield the amount of power and influence that the emirs (Islamic authority figures) had
in the north. They were not resistant to Western education and were the first group in

Nigeria to come in contact with the Europeans.

The Ibos, unlike the Hausas and Yorubas, had no prior form of “political hierarchical
kingdom”'os. They occupy the south-eastern part of Nigeria. One of their
characteristics is their individualism, which as remarked by renowned Nigerian
academic, Professor Chinua Achebe (an Iboman), have earned them the hatred of
other groups in Nigeria (1983: 56-64). They had a later contact with the outside
world, probably because of the thick forest in the area they occupy. Once they made

contact with European explorers and missionaries, they took advantage of it and

104 See also Onimode, 1981: 166-191; Andreski, 1968; Diamond, 1967; Africa Today, 1963; Sale,
1969: 12-14; Anise, 1970; Nigerian Civil War, 1973).

195 See, for instance, South Atlantic Quarterly, 1968: 591-602.

1% For more on the Indirect Rule Policy of the British Colonial Government in Nigeria, see Ezera,
Kalu, 1964.

197 Gee also Adedeji, 1966; Bascom, 1969; Ferguson, 1970.

1% See Njaka, 1970; Basden, 1966; Offonry, 1951; Uchendu, 1965; Ibo State Union, 1958.
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became Christians and highly educated (Uche, 1989: 7-23).

Perhaps the issue that has had the most effect on Nigeria and Nigerians today is
politics. It is the one that has given Nigeria its shape and character. It could be said
that politics in Nigeria started on the very day that the Europeans came into contact
with the peoples that inhabit the area that is now called Nigeria. But for the purpose of
this study, we would start from the period that the nationalist struggle for
independence commenced (Coleman, 1963; Sklar, 1983; Ezera, 1964). That was the
period that the press, for instance, started making effective contributions to Nigeria.
This came about in the 1920s when Herbert Macaulay emerged as the father of
Nigerian nationalism and used his Lagos Daily News to attack the British. Later in
1936 he formed the Nigerian Youth Movement (NYM) (Ibid).

However, the enthusiasm to free Nigerians from the yoke of colonialism gathered
momentum within the parties (NCNC and AG,) particularly after WWILI. It could be
stated that it was the WWII that spurred the cause of Nigerian nationalism and set in
motion the realities of contemporary Nigerian society. Those who fought alongside
their European counterparts returned home to claim equal status with the Europeans.
Besides, the educated elite who graduated from American and British universities also
returned home to tell tales of discrimination and intensified the fight to achieve self -

determination.'®

But basically, what is important for this study is how Nigeria’s socio-political setting
has informed the Nigerian reality today. For instance, when discussing Nigeria’s
struggle for political independence, it should be noted that political parties provided
leadership. This is important because the shape that developments in the new post-
colonial Nigeria subsequently took has all its roots in the way that these political
parties originated. Simply put, they all grew out of a host of associations which were
committed to the improvement of their respective communities, reforming and
democratising the political processes and also ensuring the freedom of the populace

from the burden of colonialism (Sklar, 1983: xiii-xxi).

19 See Coleman, 1963; Sklar, 1983; Ezera, 191964.
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In 1944 Nnamdi Azikiwe, an Iboman, together with Herbert Macaulay, a Yorubaman,
formed the first political party, the National Council of Nigeria and Camerouns
(NCNC). It was not a tribal party but truly a national party. But unfortunately, rivalry
between the Ibos and the Yorubas saw Azikiwe breaking away from the NYM, the
parent body of the NCNC, thus dealing a blow to national unity.

In 1951, the Action Group (AG) was formed by Chief Obafemi Awolowo, a
Yorubaman, from Egbe Omo Oduduwa.''® It became the first exclusively ethnic
political party in Nigeria. It should also be noted that the NCNC was also backed up
by the Pan Ibo Union and began to represent the sectional interests of the East,
dominated by the Ibos. In 1949 the Northerners formed the cultural organisation
known as “Jam’yyar Mutanem Arewa”'!! (NPC)). Alhaji Aminu Kano, a Hausa-
Fulani, broke away from the Jam’yyar to form the Northern Elements Progressive
Union (NEPU) (Sklar, 1983: 143-365).

Although four political parties, namely: the National Council of Nigeria and the
Camerouns (NCNC), the Northern Peoples’ Congress (NPC), the Action Group (AG)
and the Northern Elements Progressive Union (NEPU), became the established parties
at the time Nigeria attained political independence in 1960, they all had very different
ideas as to the direction that Nigeria should follow. Professor Sklar, in his classic
study of Nigeria’s political parties in the First Republic, gave credence to this point
when he stated:

The NCNC stood for political democracy in its classical, individualistic form.
The Action Group of Nigeria stood for federalist democracy to safeguard the
rights of cultural communities. The Northern Peoples’ Congress (NPC)
exemplified the modernisation of traditional political authority (the party’s
regionalist motto was” One North: One People, Irrespective of Religion, Rank
or Tribe); its radical opponent, the Northern Elements Progressive Union
(NEPU), espoused egalitarian democracy (Ibid, xiii).

When the McPherson constitution was introduced following a series of constitutional
talks for self-government with the British, elections were held between 1951 and

1952. But what became crucial for the welfare of Nigerian politics was how the

'° The English translation of this Yoruba group is ‘Society of the Children of Oduduwa’.
""" The English translation of this Hausa/Fulani group is ‘the Northern Peoples’ Congress’.
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political map of Nigeria turned out in the period from 1951-1962. For instance, during
this period, the electoral victories that the NPC, the AG and the NCNC, recorded in
the North (Hausa), West (Yoruba) and East (Ibo) respectively, meant that they were
now ‘commonly identified with “ethnic” group interests’. However, as Sklar noted
this was misleading, because although each of these three major political parties
controlled their respective areas, none of them ever ‘intended to promote a
specifically ethnic interest’. Indeed, in the North, though ‘rooted in Muslim emirates’,
Sklar reiterated the point that “the NPC endeavoured to reconcile traditional authority
in all parts of that culturally diverse region with the requirements of modern
government.” In the same vein, even though the NCNC commanded a large following
in the mainly Ibo-speaking Eastern Nigeria, it had a very significant support from the
Edo-speaking people in the nearby Midwest (which, became a region in 1963), as
well as attaining some electoral and parliamentary strength in the mainly Yoruba-
speaking Western region until, at least, 1963. For its own part, the AG, according to
Sklar, though ‘rooted in its Yoruba origin’, yet in 1956, it emerged ‘as the fore-most
party of “minority” group interests in the Eastern and Northern Regions’ (Ibid: xiii-

XV).

However, it should be stressed here that a clearer picture of the shape of what was to
come, in Nigeria’s socio-political landscape, emerged in 1954 when Nigeria became a

M2 Just prior to

federation of three regions, namely North, East and West.
independence, elections were held all over the country in 1959. The three parties won
in their respective region as they did in 1952. Although the NPC got the most votes
cast all over the country, it did not have the necessary majority to form the
government and therefore had to form a coalition government after forming an

alliance with the NCNC.

Given the fact that the three major political parties professed different political ideas,
the formation of political alliances in a bid to control the Federal government became
a very delicate and potentially divisive possibility. In the first place, the issue became
how a politically conservative party like the NPC, based on its regionalist principles,

which was in control of the Northern Region, and that had a majority of the

12 For a comprehensive analysis of power and conflict in Nigeria before and immediately it attained
political independence in 1960, see Sklar, 1983.
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population of Nigeria, would work with the other two trans-regional parties based in
the South (AG and NCNC), whose principles were not conservative in nature because
of their ‘strong libertarian and egalitarian traditions’ (Ibid: xiv). In effect, neither of
them could conveniently form an alliance with the NPC, which rather sought to ally
with other conservative elements in the Southern regions, thus adhering to their
political beliefs.

The consequences of all this came to a head, beginning from 1960, the year that
Nigeria attained political independence. At independence the Prime-Minister was
Alhaji Tafawa Balewa (NPC), and Nnamdi Azikiwe the Governor-General (NCNC),
later titular president when Nigeria became a republic in 1963. The parliamentary
leader of the opposition in parliament was the leader of the AG, Awolowo, thus
enabling his lieutenant Chief S.L. Akintola to become the premier of Western region.
Both men soon fell out particularly because Akintola refused to carry out party
directives regarding the governance of the region leading the rank and file to dismiss
Akintola. But he quickly formed his own party, the Nigerian National Democratic
Party (NNDP) (Ibid: 284-318).

With the crisis''® raging in the West, the Nigeria government declared a state of
emergency in the area and appointed a Yoruba Administrator. Investigations into the
activities of the AG led to Awolowo being sentenced to 10 years for treasonable
offences. Meanwhile, Akintola was reinstated as premier of the Western region. In
1964, Federal House of Parliament was dissolved and elections were scheduled for
December 1964. Towards the election, the NPC formed the Nigerian National
Alliance (NNA) with the NNDP in the West and the Mid-west Democratic Front.
The NCNC on its part formed an alliance known as the United Progressive Grand
Alliance (UPGA) with the AG in the West, the NEPU in the North and the United
Middle Belt Congress (UMBC), also in the North.

The UPGA boycotted the 1964 federal elections following the violence that preceded

13 The power struggle between Awolowo and Akintola caused political mayhem in the Western region
that threatened to spill over to other parts of Nigeria. Even though the Federal government acted to
bring the situation under control, the crisis led to a series of events which culminated in the Nigerian
civil war of 1967-1970-
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it, while election rigging in the West prompted rioting (Vickers 1967: 106-124).''*

Following the crisis and accusations of election rigging, the figurehead President
Azikiwe initially refused to re-appoint the Prime-Minister from the winning party —
the NNA. He later re-appointed Balewa as Prime Minister. But the crisis continued
unabated and eventually plunged the Nigerian state into a civil war. It was at this
stage that the military started intervening in Nigeria’s socio-economic and political
landscape, and this continued intermittently until 1999, when a new democratically

elected civilian administration was sworn in.

This is the Nigerian question confronting Nigerians today. But importantly, the
delicate nature of the Nigerian society makes the Nigerian question more
problematic.and it is informed by history. For instance, the “Panel on Nigeria since

independence project ...” in 1989, made the following declaration:

The problems of the Nigerian political process are reducible to the difficult
relations between State and society in Nigeria. The historical conditions in
which the Nigerian State emerged have precluded its integration into a
composite society (cited in Ekeh et al, 1989: 8).

But to fully evaluate why the Nigerian state has become enmeshed in this situation, it

is also important to know its socio-economic basis. This is discussed next.

2.4b The socio-economic setting

When Nigeria attained independence in 1960, it was only on the political front as
much of its economy was heavily dependent on Britain and the industrialised western
countries. The result was that the economy was structured to supply raw materials for
the industrialised west and then serve as markets for their manufactured goods. This
created a situation whereby Nigeria’s economic relationship with the industrialised
countries was based on merchandise trading which, grew between 1960 and 1970.

This is acknowledged in the ‘Nigeria Handbook’ (1991: 140), as follows:

The growth of merchandise trade, the core of Nigeria’s economic transactions,
showed a gradual increase from 1960 up till the early 1970s. In 1960,
merchandise imports stood at 1 million (Nigerian currency). It rose to 550

14 See also Harris 1965: 25-31; Essien-Udom 1966.
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million in 1965, N885 million in 1970...

However, when in the 1970s Nigeria experienced oil boom, oil''® became its “most
important single export commodity”, accounting “for more than 80 per cent of total
export earnings” (Ibid). Indeed, as indicated in the ‘Handbook’, from the 1970s
upward there was an increase in Nigeria’s trade relations with the industrialised
countries as this rose from “N885 million in 1970, (to) N1.7b in 1974, reaching N14b
by 1980, the highest ever recorded” (Ibid). The ‘Handbook’ also notes that “the
growth of exports within that period was even more remarkable (because) “from
N339m in 1960, it rose to N885m in 1970, N5.8b in 1974, and N22b in 1980 (Ibid).
This gave the impression of growth in the Nigerian economy because as stated by the
Nigerian President, Obasanjo''® “In 1979, we (Nigeria) were ranked 48™ position in

the leading world economies.”

But the oil boom era brought about the neglect and non-development of Nigeria’s
non-oil sectors, particularly agriculture, creating an imbalance and a dislocation in its

economic structure''’

. And this explains why, Obasanjo lamented the fact that “by
1999 when we (a new civilian democratic government) came back, we were

177lh”.eells

Such a drastic drop in Nigeria’s world economic ranking confirmed that the structural
imbalances in the Nigerian economy were unsustainable. It took the uncertainties,
fluctuations and fall in the prices of oil, Nigeria’s major export since the 1970s, to
expose the fact that Nigeria was unable to sustain such economic structure that has

been in place since independence in 1960. For instance:

“From a peak of $26b in 1980, oil revenue tumbled to $14b in 1982 and
continued to fall, reaching $7b and $5,5b in 1986 and 1988, respectively”'"

1S Nigeria celebrated the 50™ anniversary of the discovery of oil in its shores in June 2006. Shell
d’Archy, which later became known as Shell BP obtained a licence in 1938 and began oil exploration
in Nigeria. However, it only discovered oil in commercial quantity in 1956 and then export of crude oil
took off in 1958.

116 president Obasanjo stated this while meeting with British Foreign Secretary, Mr Jack Straw on his
visit to Nigeria, on February 14™, 2006, and published in the online edition of The Guardian
(Nigerian), on15/02/06 (http://www.guardiannewsngr.com/news/article01).

17 See Nigeria Handbook, 1991: 141.

'8 Read Obasanjo’s point as published by The Guardian on 15/02/06

"% See Nigeria Handbook, 1991: 140.
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With these realities, Nigerian authorities were faced with the dilemma of how to
reduce Nigeria’s heavy dependence on foreign imports which had been sustained by
the massive foreign exchange earnings from oil exports. This fell to the
democratically elected civilian government of Nigeria’s second republic (1979-1983),
led by Alhaji Shagari and one of the choices it made was to secure a loan of $1b from
the IMF in 1982 to cushion the effects of reduced foreign exchange earnings. When it
became clear to the administration that that was not going to resolve the economic
crisis, it again in 1982, came up with a package of economic policies to curb imports
into the Nigerian economy. Nevertheless, this so-called austerity measures failed to
redress the situation as Nigeria continued to suffer heavy balance of payment
deficits.'?

This situation continued unabated until the late 1980°s as Nigerian authorities
persisted with other economic measures to stem the decline in the Nigerian economic
environment with the resultant economic burden on vulnerable Nigerians. One of such
measures was the one introduced in 1986 by the military administration led by
Babangida. Tagged the structural adjustment programme (SAP), its aim was to
remove distortions in the Nigerian economy, ensure sustained growth and maintain a

balance of payments position. As put by Nigeria’s military government’s leader then,

Babangida:

“It seeks to harmonise what we consume with what we produce, using our
domestic endowment of human and material resources. It would involve new
uses of wealth, new property relations, new product and production processes,
new attitudes to work, new consumption habits, and new interaction with the
rest of the world. It would be a painful process, but any further delay would
only intensify the consequential hardships.” (Ibid, 141).

But developments within the Nigerian economic environment show that the situation
has hardly changed. There is the argument that Nigeria is still a mono-cultural
economy, with no industrial base. In the words of a renowned Nigerian academic,
Professor Peter Egbon:'?! “Nigeria’s economic structure remains highly undiversified
and disarticulated as oil exports account for about 95 per cent of exports while

manufacturing exports are less than one per cent.”'*?

120 .
Ibid
12! professor Egbon was the Vice-Chancellor of Nigeria’s Delta State University, between 2000 and
2004.
122 professor Egbon’s remarks were made at a conference organised by the Institute of Chartered
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These dire economic circumstances of Nigeria,123 have also been articulated by a

renowned Nigerian commentator, Dr Chinweizu:

What Nigeria has been engaged in...is the development of its consumania,
using its petro-dollar bonanza to feed its appetite for foreign goods and
services of every sort...without the concomitant development of industrial
productive capacity...Nigeria still has no basic industries...it has failed to
build a steel mill despite 30 years and $10 billion of effort. It has failed at
managing such basic utilities’ suppliers as NEPA'** and NITEL'?. In four
decades as an oil exporter, Nigeria has squandered some $500 billion of petro-
dollar bonanza.'*

The economic restructuring programmes that the authorities have embarked upon
under such a context have unleashed untold hardships on particularly the vulnerable
Nigerian masses. For instance, Dr G.A Akinola of the University of Ibadan, Nigeria,
has identified Nigeria’s economic crises “which have badly undermined the
stabilizing force of the family and the middle class”.!?’ as one of the problems facing

the Nigerian state today.

It is recognised that the Nigerian economy needed some readjustments to correct the
imbalances within it. And it is also believed in some quarters that the adjustments
programmes set in motion some modest growth that the Nigerian economy has
recorded recently. Among them is the World Bank which, in the appendix to its

document titled: "Regional Outlooks":'?®

“Indicated that Nigeria is sub-Saharan African second largest economy with
"a vibrant private sector and strong investment spending , which kept its

Accountants of Nigeria (ICAN) in 2007

13 Even Nigeria’s current President, Shehu Musa Yar’ Adua acknowledged this at the recent Nigerian
Content Summit held in Abuja, in December 2007 when he stated that although Nigeria makes a lot of
money from oil and gas sector, the sector contributes less to Nigeria’s GDP because of “low level
participation of Nigerians in the sector, due to a lack of institutions and system that would enhance
local content development” (see The Guardian [Nigerian] online:
http://www.guardiannwesngr/energy/article01/indexn2_html?pdate=261207&pti...)

124 National Electric Power Authority (NEPA).

125 Nigerian Telecommunications Limited (NITEL).

126 Read his comments in The Guardian (Nigerian) online edition of 24/06/05, under the title: “The
reconstruction of Nigeria: Four delusions on our strategic horizon”
(http://www.guardiannewsngr.com/policy politics/article01)

17 See The Guardian (Nigerian) online edition of 26/06/00
(http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/editorial2/en789707 .htmi

18 This was reported in The Guardian (Nigerian) online edition of 17/07/07.
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overall growth at 5.6 per cent in 2006, despite an estimated 1.6 per cent
contraction in the oil sector caused by the unrest in the Niger Delta."

In spite of this, some have also argued that the various economic measures have
created the negative social, economic and political circumstances which Nigerians are
faced with today. When the ICAN organised their 37™ Yearly Accountant Conference
in Lagos, in December 2007, their verdict was that these Nigerian plights have been
exacerbated by the “failure of governance”.'”® Professor Egbon, one of the keynote
speakers, noted that this has also created weak state institutions incapable of ensuring
that “development must be moving around people, not people around development

(and that also), it should empower individuals, rather than dis-empower them.”

But nothing captures this situation, as described by Egbon, more than the fall-outs of
the effects of oil politics in Nigeria, which is the Niger Delta crisis. The Niger Delta is
the oil producing area of Nigeria but following years of neglect of their plight, caused
by oil exploration, by various Nigerian government, some militant groups have
sprung up in the area resorting to violent means to air their grievances; As The New

York Times'*® has observed:.

“A big part of the problem is that the people of the country’s oil-rich Niger
Delta remain deeply impoverished, largely because of endemic corruption in
distributing oil wealth and the historical indifference of oil companies to those
economic inequities and to environmental devastation in the Delta. At the
same time, the militants who claim to represent the Delta people have evolved
into criminal gangs, adept at stealing huge amounts of oil on black markets,
the proceeds of which are used to buy ever more sophisticated weapons.”

The Niger Delta crisis was first raised in the 1958 Williink’s Commission report
which also touched on how to develop the area and improve the living condition of
the people. And when in 1995, the World Bank carried out a comprehensive study of
the region, it also concluded that: ”Niger Delta area is the least developed area of
Nigeria.”'*! This is a paradox given the fact that Nigeria’s wealth is produced in that

part of the Nigerian state. Not surprisingly, the people of the area are demanding for a

12 This was reported in The Guardian (Nigerian) online edition of 02/01/08
10 See The New York Times editorial opinion of 27/02/08.
131 See The Guardian (Nigerian) online edition of 26/12/07 as referenced in the next footnote
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much bigger share of Nigeria’s oil revenue but also local autonomy as regards how
the area should be developed following the destruction caused to it by oil exploration,.
The historical basis to this is analysed by Sklar (2004)'*? as follows:

In Nigerian history, the economic foundation of regional autonomy is the
constitutional principle of economic derivation , meaning that revenue derived
from exports should be returned to the region of origin...Resource control
connotes the demand of those people who inhabit the areas from which
marketable resources are derived to control their ownership and management
(original emphasis)

The escalation in the crisis is a pointer to the fact that this has not been adequately
addressed. As Mr Timi Alaibe,'*? said:

As a consequence, the people have over the years engaged in different forms
of agitation, conflict and unrest”, adding that “by the 1990s...long years of
neglect and deprivation, as well as failures in addressing the development
challenges prevalent in the region, had created a volatile atmosphere where
youths disrupted oil production activities at will and communities frequently
engaged, with little provocation, in destructive inter and intra community
strife.

Importantly, this oil politics has generated so much pressure on other aspects of the
Nigerian state that they are threatening its corporate existence hence Nigerians are
now calling for a restructuring of the nation. How can these be addressed within the
context of one Nigerian entity? With such a possibility, which institution in the
Nigerian state can help promote and foster it, and therefore stem its slide towards
anarchy? One institution in the Nigerian State which, many Nigerian experts believe
has the potential to address and effectively contribute to the promotion of one
Nigerian entity and therefore the resolution of the Nigerian question is the mass media
(Nnaemeka et al, 1989: Vols. 1&2). Their belief is based on their findings to the effect
that the evolution of the Nigerian press is connected with the historical development
of the Nigerian state. And as earlier noted, this study aims to find out what role an
institution like the Nigerian press can play to ensure the process of maintaining

Nigeria’s corporate entity.

132 Under the heading: “The Federal Question”

> Mr Alaibe, managing director/chief executive officer, Niger Delta Development Commission
(NDDC) made these remarks at the fifth convocation ceremony of Igbinedion University, Okada, Edo
State, Nigeria on Wednesday, 26/12/07 and published in The Guardian (Nigerian) online edition:
http://www.guardiannewsngr.com/focus_record/article01//indexn2_html?pdate=2812..
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But it is within the unhealthy economic environment that has been foisted on the
Nigerian environment as a result of its historical connection with the western
industrialised world, as has just been analysed, that the press is expected to fulfil this
task. This is what has earlier been referred to as the neo-colonial structures within
which the Nigerian State still operates (See, Madunagu, E., 1984; Ihonvbere, J. ed.
1989). Nowhere is this more obvious than in the way that Nigeria was sunk into debt,
in the 1970s and 1980s."** Debt repayment'® created a parlous economic situation
that has brought the State to her knees."® All the institutions in the Nigerian state
could not function properly because scarce funds needed for development were used
to service debts. In fact, according to a report published in The Guardian (Nigerian),
on-line edition of Thursday, 2/1/03, Nigeria spent 82 percent of her total budget
proposals for the year 2003 on her debt servicing obligations for that year'*’. With
such a burden, it is no surprise that the Nigerian State was unable to import the much

needed raw materials to run, for example, the State’s print media institution."®

Given the impact of these realities on the press, are there ways that it could be made
more effective in the task of mobilising Nigerians towards integration and

213° But we

consequently, instilling in them a sense of collective national identity
cannot know this without an evaluation of the press vis-a-vis its contribution to the
resolution of the Nigerian predicament. Towards this end, a brief survey of the

Nigerian press and an analysis of how the nature of the Nigerian state has shaped it

4 Read the views of interviewee Momoh, pp.201-202.

5 In 2005, the Paris and London Clubs announced the cancellation of debts owed to them by the
world’s poorest nations, including Nigeria. In the deal the Paris Club wrote off $18b out of the $30
billion dollars that Nigeria owed the International Financial Agency (Cowell, A. 2005; Anuforo, E.
2005). However, the fact that the debts have been written-off has not changed the precarious economic
situation in Nigeria and its debilitating effects on the newspaper institution.

¢ For an insight into Nigeria‘s economic situation and external debt, see: ‘Perspectives on the
Nigerian economy*‘ by Ishrat Husain {1987: 1-38; also, for an account of the economic conditions in
Nigeria, see: Okeke, O. et al. eds. 1998; IThonvbere, J. and Shaw, M. 1998.

137 Also see: “Obasanjo links poverty to debt servicing-says Nigeria pays 30% of annual budget to
creditors”, ThisDay newspaper on-line, 22/12/04; “How debt puts Nigeria in chains, by DMO (A
Nigerian federal government agency)”, The Guardian [Nigeria] on-line, 27/10/03; “Govt spends N92b
on debt servicing in 10 months”, The Guardian [Nigerian] on-line, 13/10/03; “75.14m Nigerians poor”,
ThisDay newspaper on-line, 21/12/04; “Okonjo-Iweala {Nigeria‘s Finance Minister} secks debt pardon
for Nigeria”. Also, for updates on how much debt Nigeria is owing, see, “External debts rise to N4.4
trillion, says minister”’, The Guardian [Nigeria], on-line, 15/10/03; “External debts now $34b, says
Okonjo-Iweala {Nigeria’s Finance Minister}, The Guardian [Nigeria] on-line, 15/12/04).

138 Read the views of interviewees on pp. 201-203 below.

1% Read the views of interviewees on pp. 204-207, below
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are essential.

2.5 The Nigerian press: A brief survey

The involvement of the Nigerian press in the socio-political process of Nigeria started
in the 1920s, as noted. Writing in "Philosophy and Dimensions of National

Communication Policy", Enwenwa (1989: 76-77), remarked that:

... the history of the Nigerian mass media institution is intimately tied to the

J political development of the country ... [whatever] the field of newspaper
publishing, for instance, either by regional sectional interests or regional
governments.

In the same vein, Golding and Elliot (1979: 21) noted that:

Nigerian journalism was created by anti-colonial protest, baptised in the
waters of nationalist propaganda and matured in party politics.

One of the foremost authorities on the Nigerian press, Professor Fred Omu (1978:
248-250), has referred to the Nigerian press as “providing a remarkable example of
overzealousness and irresponsible partisanship and recklessness”.- As noted by Uche
(1989: xvii): "

The establishment of the mass media in Nigeria were along ethnic lines and

 their ethnic orientation has somewhat affected their functionalism. Also, the
mass media played the leading role of promoting the political, social and
economic aspirations of their tribesmen.

Thus the partisan nature of the Nigerian media and the consequent negative impact on

140" An extensive part of these

national integration, constitute a field of inquiry.
inquiries has tended to focus mainly on how the historical manifestations of Nigeria
have impacted on the media's ability to foster national integration and consequently

instil a sense of national identity in Nigerians.l“

140 See for example, Atwood, et al, 1982; Chicks, J.D. 1971; Grant, M. A. 1971; and West Africa,
1980.

! See Dare, O. 1997; Almond and Coleman 1960; also read the views of A. Maghezi, quoted by
Enwenwa, 1989: 81-2.
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Even though others have acknowledged the role history has played in shaping
contemporary Nigerian media, they also maintain that this should not hinder its efforts
to perform within the context of the goals of the State. Enwenwa (1989: 93)
distinguishes the choice of method or mode of national integration from the historical
context in explaining the nature of media institutions. His contention is that it is "not
the history and past heritage, but rather the actual political situations, the choice of
method or mode of national integration and the implementation of that policy that
better explain the nature, organisation and functioning of the mass communication
institution”. In other words, the effectiveness and relevance of the media institution

would depend on its ability to fulfil and achieve national objectives. As he put it:

A If societal integration is an evolutionary process of synthesis based on a
conscious effort towards the set goals or national objectives, then the mass
communication institution must symbiotically dovetail and not just mirror the
set of values and ethos that define the State.

The thrust of. Enwenwa's findings'*? is that the media should be organised in terms of
Nigeria's national objectives in order for it to fulfil the constitutional obligations
prescribed for mass media, to wit: "The press, radio, television and other agencies of
the mass media shall ... uphold the fundamental objectives of establishing Nigeria as
a united, strong and self-reliant nation, a great and dynamic economy, a just and
egalitarian society and a free and democratic society and uphold the responsibility and
accountability of the Government to the people" (1989: 88-89). | wg&”
@’
The fact that it has been accorded this special recognition in the Nigerian constitution
since 1979,'** shows how important a role it could play in the struggle to enthrone a
truly independent Nigerian state where unity, peace and the civil liberties for all reign
supreme. However, to understand the Nigerian press, knowledge of the context where
it operates is essential. In a study done by Professor Sam Oyovbaire (2000), he noted

that the Nigerian context is complex and pluralistic. According to him:

"Nigerian pluralism has in recent times acquired the vocabulary of a six zonal
structure namely: the north-west zone sometimes referred to as the core

2 In his study of "Communication Policy and National Integration” in Nigeria.
143 See The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1979, Chapter II [21]
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Islamic North; north-east zone; north-central zone, sometimes also referred to
as the middle-belt or the Northern minority zone; south-west zone which
corresponds to the majority Yoruba nationality; south-east zone, which
corresponds to the majority Igbo nationality, and the south-south zone which
generally corresponds to the Southern minority nationalities (100-101)..

Oyovbaire also talks about the pluralism of religion and religious sensibilities, as well
as the pluralism that evolved out of the development of the post-colonial state.
Although the ownership structure of the media has largely been informed by the
pluralistic nature of the Nigerian society, Oyovbaire notes that by and large the
ownership has "remained with politically orientated wealthy Nigerians with partisan
political agendas and a few veteran journalists with professional-cum-business
interests in the industry" which invariably means that such owners use the media for

their political objectives and motivations (Ibid: 103).

But a very crucial factor in the Nigerian press environment is its prime location,
which was brought about by historical circumstances (Ibid: 101-102). True,
newspapers have been established and are still being established in other zones of
Nigeria. Indeed newspapers have been established in Benin City, Enugu, Kano,
Kaduna, Abuja, Jos and Calabar, yet none of these newspapers established outside the
south-west zone, also known as the Lagos-Ibadan axis, has more influence on the
final product of the Nigerian press. All the newspapers that circulate widely across the
Nigerian state, namely: Daily Times, The Guardian, ThisDay, Vanguard, Nigerian
Tribune, Post Express, Daily Champion, Daily Sketch (now defunct), Punch, Comet,
New Nigerian - which although it has its headquarters in Kaduna, also prints from
Lagos - are all located in the south-west zone. The history behind this, as

acknowledged by Oyovbaire, is because:

The media in Nigeria developed from the second half of the 19" century side
by side with colonisation and Christianisation. In this connection the media
made its debut into what later transformed into the Nigerian society from the
south-west zone which is the materialist location of the Yoruba nationality.
Christianisation, modern education and the seat of colonial power in Lagos
provided the locational stimuli for the media. It also provided the initial
market or readership audience for the propagation of its role. From this point
of view the media is highly rooted in south-western Nigeria or in the famous
Lagos-Ibadan axis (Ibid).

The implication of this, in Oyovbaire's words, is that although the media may be
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relatively diverse and plural, they will come to have a particular perspective derived

from the situation in which they are placed:

A combination of the forces of sociology and political economy, market and
geo-political forces, locational imperatives and the phenomenology of content
and focus have provided for the media, deliberately or inadvertently, the
dissemination of information, news reporting and analysis from a world view
dominated by the south-west.'** The diversity and pluralism of the media in
this context is mediated or vitiated by the monopoly of a south-west world
view (Ibid).

The general synopsis of Oyovbaire's argument seems to suggest that an institution like
the media cannot adequately perform a unifying role in society if it is dominated by a
world view that is generally unrepresentative of a pluralistic society like Nigeria, for
instance. It could be argued that this is not unique to Nigeria. It is also doudtful if this
notion holds generally for the media in any pluralistic society or whether that is the
role the media is supposed to be performing. The media should endeavour to
accommodate other views within a pluralistic society irrespective of the location from
which it emerges'*’. But what is important is whether or not in the course of
performing its role, it is able to, as the study of the British press shows: "encourage
commonsense identification with the nation as the dominant form of identity"
(Brookes, 1999: 261). For instance, what is generally referred to as the British press is
mostly located in London and that has not diminished its role in promoting a British
national identity (Ibid: 247-262). Although Brookes (Ibid: 250) notes that “the idea of
the British press is itself problematic”, he nevertheless agrees that it exists, as his

following explanation shows:

Scotland has significant national newspapers of its own, notably Daily Record,
while British popular and middle market titles are published in Scotish
editions which include different content...Wales does not have a daily
newspaper in the tabloid market but does support specific national media
institutions elsewhere in the press and broadcasting sectors. Yet the
predominantly London-based editions which are widely taken to constitute the
British national press usually purport to speak for the whole of Britain,
subsuming the national identities of the ‘stateless nations’ (Ibid).

For us then the first step to ensuring that the press lives up to its expected role in the

' See Oyovbaire, S., 2000 [End Note 3]: 111
145 Read the views of Fieldwork Interviewees: 157-160.

64



Nigerian state is to know what constitute the character of the press and also what
obstacles, if there are, could hinder its performances. Put differently, we would want
to know why the Nigerian press is the way it is now and what are the limitations that
could hinder its ability to perform its expected role within the Nigerian nation. Indeed
the socio-political context from which the Nigerian press emerged has also remained
detrimental to its potential to serve as a unifying institution within the nation's socio-
political landscape. For instance, Omu (1978), as noted above, has depicted the
Nigerian press as providing "a remarkable example of overzealousness ..." in their
coverage of the major events of the sixties, such as the AG crisis of 1962, the 1962-63
and 1963-64 census, as well as the federal elections of 1964 and its aftermath. So
although the Nigerian press has always remained vibrant and provided a "diversity of
viewpoints", it has continued to be associated with propagating narrow, divisive and
parochial interests, thereby mitigating the impact it could have on public opinion and
consequently, public policy. Dr Olatunji Dare (1997: 543-544) aptly reiterates this

point thus:

With so many titles on the news-stand, the Nigerian press offers at all times a
diversity of viewpoints. But the newspapers are serving all kinds of competing
interests, and are subjected to all kinds of Editorial control, sometimes subtly,
sometimes blatantly. These influences that are brought to bear on the press,
may be ethnic, political, religious or economic ... Newspapers owned by
Yoruba or Igbo or Hausa proprietors can hardly be expected to be neutral in
reporting and commenting upon issues affecting their ethnic groups in
significant ways. Powerful advertisers or suppliers of inputs vital to the
newspaper industry are often in a position to influence the editorial direction
of a newspaper. And when a newspaper is owned (or controlled) by a
politician or political party, it will have to reflect the political preferences of
its proprietor ...

As stated above, the peculiar nature of Nigeria's media development would inevitably
make it vulnerable to such influences. And clearly this could be seen as a negative, if

the press is to serve as an agent of national integration.

2.5a The Nigerian press within the context of the Nigerian society

Essentially, to most writers, the nature of the Nigerian state is basically post-colonial,
which they also see as a hindrance to any institutions of the state that could be

mobilised to achieve societal aspirations (Nnaemeka et al: 1989). The consequences
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of all this, as Enoch Oyedele (1994: 514-524) has noted, is the non-resolution of what
he called the ‘“National Question” which, according to him, should be “concerned
with social development and the effective liberation of all national groups and classes
from oppression, which is the antithesis of capitalist development.” In effect what the
post-colonial Nigerian state might address is (a) how to bring together the
multifarious groups that constitute these states in order to achieve national integration
and unity, and, (b) the roles that should be assigned to the institutions of the states, so

that national objectives and aspirations could be realised.

Of relevance to us here is how to delineate the best practicable way to articulate what
is needed to promote national integration and consequently instil a sense of national
identity amongst the various groups and interests within a post-colonial state like
Nigeria. As stated the mass media'*® is one of the nation’s institutions that could carry
out this task, because of the unique role it has played and the position it has occupied
in the evolution of the Nigerian state. (Nnaemeka et al, 1989). Besides, the press,
more than any other institution in society, has what it takes to influence other
institutions to follow whatever direction of development it is structured to move in

(Ibid: 8).'*7. Moyibi Amoda (1977: 262)"*® reiterated this stating:

The media can effectively help to maintain contact and understanding between
the government and the people, between rural areas and the cities, and among
nations. Nationally, the media are an important integrative agency. They are a
powerful force as an educator, agitator, mobiliser, motivator and entertainer.
Their power can be great and immeasurable. They can create a feeling of
involvement and participation. It is through them that the agenda of the day is
presented to the nation. They are a national forum for the continuous debate,
which is necessary in every country, on issues and problems. No developing
country, therefore, serious with its development programme or a country
struggling against neo-colonialist social and economic structures can afford
mass media, which are mainly for commercial purposes and not committed to
the national cause.'*

However, because of historical and cultural antecedents, in order for the mass media

to be effectively used for such a purpose, it is imperative that we know what

146 See Herbert Altschull: 1984

17 Also see Nwosu, 1996: 20; Momoh, 1985.

% Erom the Working Group on Black Civilisation and Mass Media at the FESTAC Colloquium
'’ Quoted in Nnaemeka, et al, 1989a: 244
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Nnaemeka et al (1989) referred to as the “theoretical and philosophical issues and
perspectives involved” in formulating a national media policy that would be geared

towards the attainment of the national objectives and goals.

The media is presented as having the potential to bring about ‘diffusion of group
identities’ and ‘nurture a strong national identity’ among a variety of groups
(Fitzgerald 1991: 193). Essentially, following this understanding, Nnaemeka'*® that
"the specific roles which can easily be delineated for the news media in our particular
circumstance are those of decolonisation of the mental and behavioural dispositions of
our people, as well as the orientations of their institutions and attitude to social

processes ..." (Ibid: 6).

But to Oyedele (1994: 516), the ruling elite in a post-colonial state like Nigeria is
unable to do this because they do not have a free hand to address those issues as they
are very much dependent on ‘the imperialist powers’, who continue to influence
events within such a state. In his own words: “The imperialists powers do in fact
prevent even the adoption of their own methods in the amelioration of their own
problems associated with the National Question by the post-colonial states. Instead,
they engineer nationalist uprisings and supply all parties with arms as a means of

perpetuating political instability in the post-colonial state systems.” (Ibid)

For our purpose here, we want to designate the basic characteristics of the Nigerian

state as surmised by Nigeria's former information minister, Prince Tony Momoh:"!

Our colonially structured external political, cultural and trade relations which
have the effect of deepening our continued dependences (sic) on our erstwhile
British colonial masters in practically all aspects of our national life; the
ethnic-linguistic and sectarian religious sectionalism that has characterised the
conduct of our national life prior to and since independence with the
concomitant negative impact on the process of national unity and the
emergence of a truly patriotic citizenry ...

The proponents of the decolonisation of neo-colonial structures, who see it as a
prelude to effective utilisation of national institutions for development, believe that

such persisting realities within the Nigerian nation will be detrimental to the use of the

1% Read Dr Nnaemeka’s point in Nnaemeka, et al, (1989a: 1-9)
151 His views are stated in the ‘Preface’ to Nnaemeka, T., et al. eds, 1989b: xv.
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press for the promotion of national integration and unity. This, according to
Nnaemeka, is because, besides having to operate within the contemporary context of
the Nigerian state, the mass media itself is also a colonial legacy.'*? . To him this has
persisted because "the struggle for political independence did not involve theoretical
and philosophical questions about the nature of the institutions of the news media and
the role it has to play in the construction and reconstruction of an independent nation"
(Nnaemeka, 1989: 4). His view is supported by Hachten (1971: xvi), who noted that
in Africa:

In spite of the outward trappings of self-rule ... the basic mass
communications situation has not significantly changed since independence.
In post-independence years, media institutions and practices ... have had
strong continuity (with their colonial origins).

Nevertheless, Enwenwa (1989) believes that such colonial legacy could be eliminated
if only there is a conscious effort by government to formulate a rational and
systematic national integration goal-oriented policy as a way of curbing the
disputations and other negative messages that permeate the nation's mass media

content. Putting it succinctly, Enwenwa (Ibid, 77-78) argues that

Where the existing value systems are either in conflict or in competition or
where some secondary or parochial values contradict and are not rationally
derived from an overarching primary value system of national integration, for
example, the mass media can only function to promote national illogicalities
and irrationality ...

The important thing about this submission is that for any institution of society to
effectively perform its role, its characteristics have to be in congruence with the stated
objectives of the nation-state. In effect, the effectiveness of the press is a direct
function of a socio-political milieu where there is a much settled issue of what should
constitute the nation-state and what its purposes and objectives should be (Nnaemeka
et al, 1989a).

152 For instance, see Kitchen, H., 1956; Ainslie, R., 1966; Hachten, W., 1971; Omu, F., 1978; Echeruo,
M., 1976; Mackay, 1., 1964; Ladele, O., et al, 1979
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In the quest for the realisation of a common national objective, how are the goals and
aspirations of the diverse groups to be met? For example, is there a better route to
integration without recognition of diversity? Reacting against those who argued that a
federal constitution, to take care of the diverse nature of the Nigerian state, would be
detrimental to Nigeria’s unity, the late Awolowo, one of Nigeria’s foremost

nationalists, noted:

For reasons which we have failed to grasp, those who advocate a unitary
constitution for Nigeria look upon themselves as THE true Nigerian patriots
who sincerely desire, and conscientiously work for, the unity of Nigeria, while
the federalists are enemies of that unity and are, therefore, not true patriots ...
The making of a constitution for Nigeria, as we have said before, is a weighty
and momentous undertaking. Every qualified Nigerian citizen is entitled and
in (sic) duty bound to make his contributions on the matter before a final
decision is taken ... Those who arrogate to themselves a monopoly of
patriotism and wisdom in the execution of this solemn undertaking must be
told, ... that they are the agents of the country’s disruption and doom, and
NOT its builder."*

So, although Enwenwa talks about the possibility of an atmosphere of ‘national
illogicalities and irrationality’ prevailing in the mass media because of a lack of a
common national goal, to whose pursuit it should be committed, it is also important
that due recognition should be given to the nation’s diversity. The importance of this
lies in the fact that, as a result, the different groups or nationalities are able to pursue

and actualise their respective and peculiar endeavours.

However, as the foregoing already shows, the complex nature of the Nigerian society
would inevitably mean that there are many issues which would interrupt the
possibility of bringing about the full integration of all its component parts and thereby
promoting a national identity. It is beyond the scope of this study to identify them all.
But the issues nonetheless are never permanent or static, as they change from time to
time, depending on the changes in the socio-economic and political milieu at different
time periods in Nigeria. Nevertheless, it suffices to add that there are some very
fundamental issues'** which, if the way the press treats them are carefully analysed,

will give us some indications as to how the press has impacted on Nigeria’s quest for

'* Quoted in Mahadi, A., et al. eds. 1994: 529
14 For purposes of this study the issues have already been analysed on pp. 10-13.
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national integration and unity over time.

The pre-occupation at this juncture is to trace the history of the Nigerian press as a
prelude to understanding how the reality of contemporary Nigerian press came to be

in relation to its role within the context of the Nigerian State.

2.6 A brief history of the Nigerian press'>

One way of knowing how the Nigerian press has come to be what it is today is by
learning how it has evolved. It has already been stated that the history of the struggle
to realise a Nigerian State free from colonial oppression was mainly expressed
through the Nigerian press. The major landmarks and trends that set the press on this
cause started in 1859 with the establishment of Iwe Irohin,156 at Abeokuta, by
Reverend Henry Townsend. A fortnightly newspaper, it was devoted to the promotion
of a reading culture. From then till 1960, when Nigeria attained political
independence and after independence until now, when the Nigerian polity had gone
through civilian and military administrations, the Nigerian press has undergone
various changes that have either positively or negatively impacted on its role in the
Nigerian society. Starting with the changes in the size and composition of its
practitioners; in the range of institutional structures and internal organisations; in the
complexity of roles; in its public image, power and influence, Omu and Awolowo,
have remarked that the Nigerian press has evolved from being “a place of refuge for a
variety of frustrated and distressed people in the nineteenth century” (Omu, 1996: 1)
and “an unprofitable, frustrating and soul-depressing career of the 1930s” (Awolowo,
quoted in Omu, Ibid), to “become in the 1990s, an attractive, dignifying and much-

sought profession” (Ibid).

In order to understand how this came about, it is important, for our purpose in this
study that we give a brief account of how the various stages of the development of

print journalism in Nigeria unravelled. These can be divided into seven, namely:

'3 For a comprehensive analysis of the history of the Nigerian press see (Omu, 1978 and 1996). Also
for a comprehensive list of the names of the newspapers, frequency of publication and names of their
Proprietors from 1859-1988, see Nnaemeka et al, (eds) 1989a: 401-411.

% It was published in both Yoruba and English languages.
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Missionary Journalism; Journalism and the rise of nationalism; Journalism and the
period of the first world war; Democratisation of Journalism; Journalism and the

1950s; Journalism during the first republic; Journalism in the 1980s (Ibid, 1-17).
2.6a Missionary Journalism

This started, as noted above, with the establishment of the /we Irohin in November
1859, by Townsend. It is believed that the newspaper was devoted to the
encouragement of a reading habit among the populace. The idea was to imbue them
with Western values through the spread of education (Ibid: 2). Following the Iwe
Irohin was the Anglo-African which was a weekly publication, set up by Robert
Campbell in Lagos on June 6™ 1863, geared towards literary matters in an effort to
encourage the growth of literacy. But when this newspaper collapsed in 1865, Omu
(Ibid), remarked that it brought home a lesson to prospective journalists that “no
serious newspaper could survive if it ignored the excitement of local political
conflicts”.The death of the Anglo-African also marked the end of this era in Nigerian

journalism.

2.6b Journalism and the rise of Nationalism

Journalism, during this period grew in response to the rise in the number of educated
Africans, who became restless in their campaign to participate effectively in
government and influence the trend of events. Having been denied equality, and being
discriminated against by the colonialists, these educated Africans saw the press as one
powerful institution that they could use to realise their dreams of identity and dignity.
Therefore, through journalism, they were able to bring about and encourage a sense of
political and nationalist awareness among the colonised Nigerians. The leading
newspapers'>’ of this period were Lagos Times (1880);'>® Lagos Observer (1882);'%
Eagle and Lagos Critic (1883);!¢° Lagos Weekly Record (1891-1930);'®" Lagos
Standard (1893);'® Nigerian Chronicle (1908);'® Nigerian Times (1910).'**

157 These newspapers which were all based in Lagos, lasted for a few years because of poor financial
backing.

158 A forthnightly newspaper set up by R.B. Blaize.

15 A forthnightly newspaper set up by J.B Benjamin.

1 A monthly/forthnightly newspaper set up by C.E. Macaulay.

'l A weekly newspaper set up by J.P. Jackson.

12 A weekly newspaper set up by G.A. Williams.
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However, closely aligned with this period is the effect that the period of the First
World War had on the development of Nigerian journalism, which is the thrust of the

next sub-heading.
2.6¢ Journalism and the First World War

This period marked another turning point in the evolution of print journalism in
Nigeria. For instance, when Lord Lugard completed the amalgamation of the
Southern and Northern Protectorates of Nigeria in 1914, there emerged a “national
journalistic constituency” (Omu, 1996: 5). This ‘national’ environment saw the birth
of several newspapers whose pre-occupation was the sensitisation of the colonised
peoples of the entire new Nigerian state to the need to overthrow the oppressive
colonial machinery. The newspapers devoted to this task were as follows: Nigerian
Pioneer (1914);'% African Messenger (1921);'%¢ Nigerian Spectator (1923);'%’
Nigerian Advocate (1923); '®® Lagos Daily News (1925-1936);'® Nigerian Daily
Times (1926);'"° Nigerian Daily Mail (1930);'"" West African Nationhood (1930);'"
The Comet (1933);'”® West African Pilot (1937)."™ This period also witnessed the
emergence of vernacular newspapers in the Yoruba and Hausa languages, followed by
provincial newspapers that were based in Calabar, Onitsha, Aba, Port-Harcourt,
Enugu, Ibadan, Abeokuta, Ijebu-Ode and Osogbo, all in Southern Nigeria. Another
significant point to note is that although a majority of these newspapers were
nationalist in outlook and therefore anti-colonialist, one newspaper, the Nigeria

Pioneer was pro-colonialist (Omu, 1996: 5).

'$ A weekly newspaper set up by C. Kumolu Johnson.

'® A weekly newspaper set up by J.B. Davies.

165 A weekly newspaper set up by Kitoye Ajasa.

1% A weekly newspaper set up by Ernest Ikoli.

"7 A weekly newspaper set up by Dr R. Akin Savage.

'8 A weekly newspaper set up by S.H. Braithwaite.

' The first daily newspaper in Nigeria set up by one of Nigeria’s foremost nationalists, Herbert
Macaulay. It was a political newspaper as it served as an organ of Mr Macaulay’s political party,
Nigerian National Democratic Party (NNDP).

'™ The second daily newspaper to be set up .This was done by the Nigerian Printing and Publishing
Company. It has survived till today and now known as the Daily Times.

' Another daily newspaper set up by Ernest Ikoli.

'”2 A monthly newspaper set up by J.C. Zizer

'3 A weekly newspaper set up by Duse M. Ali.

'™ This was another daily newspaper which was set up by Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe, a foremost Nigerian
nationalist, who later became the leader of the NCNC, a political party he formed together with Herbert
Macaulay in 1944. The newspaper survived till the early 1970s before went out of circulation.
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2.6d Period of journalistic revival and revolution: Democratisation of journalism

This era coincided with the arrival of nationalists and journalists into the fray to route
out the colonialists. For instance, people like Azikiwe, who had studied in the United
States, came back home in the 1930s, after his brief sojourn as a journalist in the Gold
Coast (now Ghana), to establish national and provincial newspapers, all geared
towards the mobilisation of Nigerians to the fight against colonialism, starting with
his establishment of the West African Pilot in 1937. Together with other journalists,
they expressed themselves to reject established “traditions of dependence and token
political participation ... in favour of the popular struggle for political emancipation
and independence” (Ibid: 8).

2.6e Decline of concerted action for a common objective or cause

The unanimity of purpose that was characteristic of the way that nationalists and
journalists prosecuted the fight against colonial domination was lost, beginning from
the 1940s,'”” when mutual suspicion began to define the relationship between
newspapermen (see p.?).!”® This was exacerbated by the feud that engulfed the West
African Pilot and the Daily Service in the 1940s over the nomination and election of a
candidate into the Federal House of Representatives. Nothing could have been more
devastating for the nationalist instinct of every Nigerian at this point than this
controversy, which was played out on the pages of these two hitherto nationalists’
newspapers because, according to Omu, it “contributed to the regionalisation of
nationalism and the crystallisation of inter-group tension and animosity which
characterised political developments for a long time” (Omu, 1978: 248). All this was
happening at a time when political parties were in control of different regions. In
particular, newspapers, with few exceptions “were owned by or supported by rival
political parties (mainly) the NCNC (West African Pilot) and the AG (The Nigerian
Tribune)”. Reflecting on the harm that these developments did to the cause of

Nigerian integration and a national identity for the Nigerian populace, Omu concluded

17> What should be noted here is that although Nigeria was a colony until independence in 1960, the
British colonialists also ensured constitutional developments which enabled political parties to emerge
and contest democratic elections. And this struggle for political power among the various parties was
done on the pages of once nationalistic newspapers. Because the papers were each owned by political
?anies, the relationship among journalists declined.

7 Under the title: “The socio=political and economic settings”.
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thus:

It is one of the ironies of Nigerian history that in a crucial decade in the
nation’s development, a period which witnessed the taking of political and
constitutional steps which led inexorably to independence, the newspapers
were completely immersed in the vortex of partisan politics and were in no
position to prepare the people for the challenges of independence and national
unity (1978: 250).

2.6f Journalism during the First Republic

The important points to remember here are that: (1) the British colonialists were no
longer at the centre stage of political controversy and therefore no longer the common
enemy, and, (2) given the diverse nature of Nigeria and consequently the emergence
of fundamental differences of opinion about the future of the state, when political
independence was achieved, there arose the problem of what would be the best way to
meet the challenges of nationhood. It was therefore no surprise that the different
political parties used their respective newspapers to fight on their behalf. It is said that
‘competing political party newspapers advertised their fanaticism’ (Adamu, S., 1994:
469) and in effect heightened the internal political struggles among rival regional
groups. However, this is not to diminish the united stance that almost all the
newspapers took against the proposed Preventative Detention Act of 1963, during this
divisive period. But the issue is that their best efforts at this time pale into
insignificance when viewed against the damage and division that their roles and
activities caused during such major events of the 1960s like the AG crisis of 1962;'7
the 1962-63 and 1963-64 National Census controversy;'’® and the controversy that
trailed and ruined the 1964 Federal Elections.'™

Perhaps another important issue to note is the fact that the ownership structure of the

print media in Nigeria, coupled with the partisan and divisive politics of the day,

""" To understand the origin of the AG crisi, see pp 48-54 above; alo see Nnoli, (1978: 154-156).

' The national census in Nigeria has always ended in controversy. The reason for this is because
revenue allocation is tied to the population of a particular region or state. In other words, the more
people in your region, the more money you would get from the federal government. The census
conducted in Nigeria since it became a republic in 1963 has always shown the northern part of Nigeria
as having a higher population than the southern part. But most southemers dispute this, leading to
accusations of rigging. Even the last census conducted in 2006, saw a Nigerian (southerner)
commentator, Dr Reuben Abati, write an article in The Guardian (Nigerian), titled: “Census as
robbery”, which was published in its online edition on 24/03/06

' For the controversy that eventually led to ruination of the elections see pp. 52-54 above.
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brought about a situation whereby the different governments, both regional and
federal, became more involved in the establishment of newspapers as a way of
making their views and positions known in the tense and very hostile political
atmosphere. For instance, at independence, the Federal government which, was being
controlled by the NPC-led coalition had no newspaper and was as a result subjected to
scathing criticisms by the other newspapers owned by rival political parties, namely:
the NCNC and the AG. Hence in 1961, the Federal government set up the Morning
Post. In the same vein, following the controversial Federal Elections of 1964 and its
aftermath, the Western Regional government led by the Akintola’s NNDP, which was
a break-away faction from the AG, established the Daily Sketch. It was also the
political situation that led the Eastern Regional government and the Northern
Regional government to set up the Eastern Nigerian Outlook in 1960 and the New
Nigerian in 1966, respectively (Omu, 1996: 10).

What was unfortunate about these developments, however, was that the emergence of
these regional and federal government-owned newspapers did not bring about a
balance in the political arguments in the country, as journalists were only allowed to
function “within the narrow confines of official interests” (Dare, O. 1985;'80 also see
Nwosu, 1996: 26). So, given this structure of ownership, there came to an end the era
and ‘legacy of crusading journalism’ with the result that, subsequently, journalism
came to be characterised by what Omu (1996: 10) described as “a cacophony of

voices” .

2.6g Government / Press relationship and journalism in the 1980s

What is striking about the evolution of the Nigerian press and its roles in the creation
of the Nigerian State and the Nigerian identity is that these have changed over time in
response to the changes within Nigeria’s socio-political and economic environment.
These changes, as acknowledged earlier, are generated both internally and externally.
But it is also important to note that Nigeria’s internal politics has played a significant
role in the way that the press has operated and continues to operate vis-a-vis its
constitutional role. While, for instance, during the era of British colonialism the press

was in the forefront of the campaign to actualise an independent Nigerian State, with

1% Cited in Nwosu, 1996: 26).
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its own identity in the comity of nations, but bitter and divisive partisan politics, even
before political independence was realised, brought an end to that unanimity of
purpose that informed their fight against colonialism. So what became manifest, just
before and immediately after independence in the 1960s, was that there was no over-
riding common crusade to nurture the inchoate and fragile diverse socio-cultural
environment into a united Nigerian State, one where the multi-cultural groups are
allowed to flourish within the context of a collective identity. This is articulated by
Matthew Kukah (1996: 134):

With independence, the press found itself a victim of the political pressures on
the regional tripod on which Nigeria rested. The press was now conscripted to
fight regional and ethnic battles in defence of the political classes of the three
regions.

Under these circumstances, it is quite in order to state that the press was seriously
handicapped in meeting the requirements needed to unify the diverse Nigerian
society. In fact this was not helped by what Kukah (1996: 134) also described as the
failure of the press to educate the people on the essence of unity, but that, instead, the
southern press in particular “opted to reinforce old prejudices”, which portrayed the
government and people of the North “in very negative, hostile and pejorative terms”
(also see Sardauna, 1986: 134). Putting the overall performance of the Nigerian press
in perspective, Kukah (1996: 135), concluded that “the press has been unable to rise

above ... [their] prejudices.”

Nevertheless, any analysis of the Nigerian press must take cognisance of all the
realities that have affected the growth of the Nigerian press, in which the Government
has played a very major part. For the purpose of this study, Government / Press
relationship will be divided into: pre-independence and post-independence though a
common phenomenon is that it is characterised by conflicts. The consequences for the
press have been that the government, whether colonial, civilian or military, has often

responded with repressive measures to muzzle the press'®' (see Omu, 1996: 14-16).'%

'8 The military authorities in Nigeria have always regarded the press with suspicion, as they found it
difficult to conduct affairs of state in a democratic manner. But in the absence of political parties to
articulate the positions of the Nigerian citizens, the battle to be heard was fought on the pages of
newspapers, of which the military tried to curtail with various draconian decrees.
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Indeed, Ekpu’s submission points to the fact that governments in Nigeria have taken
various draconian measures to emasculate the press to the extent that he labelled the

Nigerian press “an endangered profession” (Ekpu, 1996: 42).

But if there is any issue that has further complicated government / press relationship
in Nigeria, it is the intervention of the military into Nigerian politics and
administration. The overwhelming verdict by many Nigerian authors on the Nigerian
press and the military, is that through its centralisation of authority, the military not
only destroyed the federal and regional constitutions which were aimed at allowing
the various groups that make up the Nigerian state to express themselves, under its
administration the Nigerian media in general and the press in particular also became
victims of what some have referred to as “the military arrogance and power play”
(Kukah, 1996: 141). Kukah also idenfies other major obstacles that the press has to
overcome in carrying their activities within the Nigerian context. In an article titled:
“Public Perception in Nigeria”, Matthew Kukah (1996: 141-143), contended that it is
important to realise that “part of the struggle of the press has to be seen within the
context of the quest for self definition in a very hostile environment”. Echoeing the
same sentiment, Stanley Egbochukwu (1996: 212-227), in his article “Media
management and the economics of publishing in Nigeria”, advanced an economic
rationale to explain the press reality in Nigeria. To him therefore, “under the
(Nigerian) situation, what matters is no longer profit but survival ... [because] the
newspaper industry in Nigeria today is plagued with very low demand, reduced
advertisements, over capacity, escalating costs, debt burden, large scale fraud, non-

credit business practices and so on”.

These are some of the issues that have made the Nigerian press what it is today and
which, no doubt, provide the basis for an understanding of print journalism in Nigeria,
which witnessed some remarkable changes in the 1980s. Many writers on the
development of the press in Nigeria have adduced various reasons for this, although
they all agree that the changes became inevitable as the press has to respond to the
new realities engendered, particularly by the modest advancements which the

Nigerian state made in the areas of education and in the economy. Regarding this

182 See also Kukah, 1996: 141; Ekpu, 1996: 42-55; Jason, 1996: 31-41.
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era,.Omu stated that there was “a spirit of creativity and experimentation which
engendered a new journalism”, as exemplified by The Guardian newspaper,'®> which

was established on February 27, 1983 (1996: 10-11).

2.6h The press and Nigeria

Some analysts maintain that the Nigerian press or the media as an institution in
Nigeria exhibit some inadequacies which are antithetical to the professional standards
that the media institution needs to live up to, at all times, if it is to fulfil its

constitutional role in the Nigerian State. Their views can be divided into three:

Firstly, some argue that in order for the media to be useful to the complex and
culturally diverse Nigerian society, it has to show professionalism in every
situation and become a “handmaid and catalyst of social development” (Nwosu,
1996: 24-25).'%

Secondly, there are those that believe that the Nigerian media can become an
effective institution for mobilising society towards the necessary changes needed
to unite and integrate the Nigerian State, if it “re-asserts itself as a vanguard of the
people” and also “decide which way society goes instead of always reacting to

what the society has become” (Jason, 1996: 36).

Thirdly, the media and the journalists are always vulnerable to both private and
government control, and therefore ineffective in carrying out its constitutional
role, the journalists should ensure that they establish the media or medium, which

is entirely owned and financed by themselves (Nwosu, 1996: 26-27).

These points are debatable because one could also argue that merely referring to these
issues is not an alternative to their resolution, which only a proper diagnosis of their
causes can achieve. For instance, it can hardly be disputed that the Nigerian media

and the press in particular cannot operate outside of what the socio-political and

' The newspaper is usually referred to as the ‘flagship’ of the Nigerian press. Because of its
background. See its mission statement in Chapter three, pp. 93-95 below. Also read the views of
fieldwork interviewee, Alhaji Jose on pp. 178-180 below under the headline: “Newspapers set up in
response to new socio-economic reality”, and those of Chief Odukomaiya on p. 151.

18 Also see Kukah, 1996: 141-143; Idowu, 1996: chap. 14; Eteng, 1996: 287-290; Omu, 1996: 17.
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economic context allows. This is a view shared by Dr Jubril Mohammed (1996: 309),

who remarks:

Nigeria’s dependent status in the international capitalist system has resulted in
a stunted private sector, too weak to sustain a flourishing news media system
commensurate with the needs of the country. In addition, a significant
proportion [of] - Nigerian journalists [are] barely educated and professionally
tampered [sic]. Their working environment is poor and condition of service
horrible. [Additionally]...the existing journalism institutions...barely [have
the] theoretical knowledge and basic skills which the profession requires.

It is therefore no surprise that despite the best efforts to make the Nigerian media
institution work, it has continued to be plagued by problems (Jason, 1996: 36-40);'%
that are inimical to the growth of an independent media institution that could be used
effectively and efficiently to mobilise Nigerians towards the attainment of the overall
Nigerian State’s objective of “unity in diversity”. The poor state of Nigeria’s level of
national economic development, which has made publishing a rather painful and
excruciating undertaking, has also not helped the situation. Salient to this is the way
that the press, in particular, has to mostly rely on revenue from advertisements to
survive. Given that substantial advertisements cannot be generated from within a very
poor economy like Nigeria’s, the newspapers or the press become vulnerable to the

186 The situation is even made

negative machinations of the few advertisers available
worse by the fact that most, if not all the advertisers depend on Government patronage

to operate within the economy. So, as noted by Stanley Egbochukwu (1996: 215-216):

Buyers of advertisement spaces are scared to be identified with any medium or

'8 Also see Egbochukwu, 1996: 212-219 & 222.

% The role of the advertisers in nation building and national identity is important insofar as they play a
major role in the way that newspapers survive in Nigeria. This explains why the newspapers set up
outside the Lagos/Ibadan axis can hardly survive because all the major advertisers are based in that
southwestern part of Nigeria. A newspaper can only play an integrative role if it continues to publish.
But what part the advertisers play in that respect is not so clear-cut in Nigeria. The reason is that the
advertisers themselves also rely on government patronage to sustain their businesses because most
economic decisions are not not determined by objective economic conditions but rather on mainly
political expediency on the part of most govermnets in Nigeria, hence in spite of the various economic
measures that they have taken in the past, they have failed to lift Nigeria out of economic doldrums
(Ssee Chinweizu’s article as published in The Guardian (Nigerian) edition of 24/06/05 and titled: “The
reconstruction of Nigeria: Four delusions of our strategic horizon”. So as Egbochukwu (1996) has
analysed, advertisers in Nigeria are sceptidcal about advertising in newspapers that are mostly hostile
to the government. It is also the case in Nigeria that newspaper proprietors have been known to put
pressure on the journalists to be less critical of government in order to ensure that their newspapers
continue to enjoy government’s patronage and therefore the survival of their newspapers (Read
interviewees on pp.176-178 under the heading: “The motives for setting up newspapers”.
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newspaper that they perceive to be anti-government.

2.6i Press development in different parts of Nigeria

One of the reasons mostly associated with the concentration of the press in the
southwest, is linked to the historical development of Nigeria, coupled with the
southwest’s natural location as the gateway to Nigeria, through the sea, that have
ensured the overwhelming economic advantages which that part of Nigeria has over
the others (Oyovbaire, 2000: 103) particularly the northern part. This accounts for the
widely held view that the so-called Southern press is actually based in the Southwest
of Nigeria which, is also sometimes referred to as the Lagos/Ibadan axis. But in most
cases, this fact is erroneously taken as if the Southern press actually speaks for every
part of Southern Nigeria, whenever there is a comparison made between the influence
that both the Southern press and the Northern press wield in all areas of governance

within the Nigerian State.

Typical is the point articulated in Haruna’s article titled: “The Press: The Northern
Nigeria Experience”, which portrays the Southern press as one unit in his analysis of
the ways that the press fights the south’s cause, as against the North’s. His reasoning,
however, fails to acknowledge the argument that what is generally seen as the
southern press hardly represents the views of all the areas that make up the Southern
part of Nigeria. Rather, many in Nigeria have come to regard the so-called Southern
press as representing no other view than the worldview of the Yorubas, which is the
ethnic group that constitute the south-western part of Nigeria (Oyovbaire, 2000: 99-
112;)."¥” In any case, many Nigerians now regard the “media as a political weapon”
which they believe is good for balancing the political arguments in Nigeria, of which
most northerners see themselves as victims (Haruna 1996: 56-70). '¥ According to
Haruna, one way by which the Northerners can overcome this problem and prevent
the threat from the Southern press against Northern values, is if: “rich northerners

overcome their reluctance to invest in the press so that the contention of sectarian and

187 See also Nnaemeka, 1989: 7 in Nnaemeka, et al. eds. 1989a; also see views of fieldwork

interviewees: T. Momoh, on p. 156 and D. Onabule, on p. 160.
' See Sunday Democrat Editorial of May 29, 1994, titled: “Who will save the Northern press”, quoted
in Haruna, 1996: 56.
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regional interests and ideas in the country can be balanced and even-handed” (Ibid,
69-70).

Even though Haruna reached this conclusion, he nevertheless attacked the basic
premise of the Sunday Democrat’s Editorial, which is that the failure of the northern
elite to establish newspapers due to their lack of entrepreneurship, has resulted in the
poor state of newspaper development in the north as compared to the south, where
newspapers are not only being set up very often but are also flourishing. He even
questions the viability or profitability of southern newspapers or any Nigerian
newspapers because “except the Daily Times and the Nigerian Tribune, (based in
Lagos and Ibadan respectively)”, none publishes its profit and loss accounts annually,
adding that there is also no independently certified circulation figure of any
newspaper or magazine (Ibid: 56). Further, Haruna is quick to add that the viable
economic environment in the south masks the differences that exist in different parts
of the south in terms of their ability to establish and sustain a viable newspaper. In
effect, although Haruna believes that “the southern press has always been far more
active than that of the North ... [and are] far more numerous and wider in circulation
than the northern media”, he notes, however that that in itself cannot provide a fair
assessment of the state of media in the north when it is compared with the same
situation in the south. As his explanation indicates, the proper context for an
examination of the northern media will show that the press everywhere in Nigeria is
of doubtful profitability, and that the mortality rate within the southern press is also
relatively high - and that it is not the entire south that is better served than the north
(Ibid: 58)

This point is borne out by the fact that, try as some entrepreneurs have, in the
Southeast (made up mainly of the Ibo ethnic group), to establish viable national or
even local newspapers, they have never succeeded. Okey Ekeocha (1996: 72-97) has
adduced various reasons for this, and they include the following: the individualistic
nature of the Iboman, bad management techniques, lack of co-operation among stake-
holders, the involvement of government and self-serving individuals in newspapering
which, result in people using their newspapers to promote selfish political interests
etc. Although this may well be the case and does indeed corroborates Haruna’s

misgivings about the state of the media in the south, however, Ekeocha’s submission
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does not explain why an Iboman that failed in the southeast to establish a viable
national newspaper, succeeded in doing so in the southwest, as the experience of
Chief Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu, the proprietor of the Lagos-based Champion
newspaper shows.'®®. The reason simply is that, as experience has shown, for any
entrepreneur wishing to establish a national newspaper in Nigeria, they are more

likely to succeed if located within the so-called Lagos/Ibadan axis'®.

What we have tried to do in this chapter is navigate our way through those
fundamental issues that have made the Nigerian press what it is today. However, since
our main focus is to investigate what role the press plays in the promotion of a
Nigerian national identity, it is necessary to understand the nature and structure of the
press in question. For example, as noted above, the nature of the Nigerian society has
been instrumental in the establishment of the various presses in Nigeria today.'"’
Surely then, it is to be expected that whatever they do ought to be directly influenced
by the purpose for which they were set up. Hence background knowledge of the press
is required. This is the next project that will form the kernel of chapter three.

1% See the views of fieldwork interviewee: H. Odukomaiya, on p. 160.

1% This refers to the newspapers which are located within the southwestern part of Nigeria. They are
the national newspapers and are the most viable in Nigeria.

1 See pp. 48-54 above.
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CHAPTER THREE

The Sampled Newspapers: Social Context and Mission Statements

In considering the background of all the selected newspapers, two of the issues that
will be used are their individual social context and mission statement. The following
is a categorisation of the newspapers into the various interests that they represent. The
newspapers have been selected not only because of the history behind them but also
because of their geographical reach, audience, size and type, as well as their format

and content characteristics (Maja-Pearce, ed. 1996).

However, before we go into a detailed discussion of the background of each of the
newspapers, it is worth stating how this is going to be done. With particular reference
to the mission statement of each of the newspapers, it should be noted that it was not
possible to locate the individual mission statement of each of them because of the
various issues that relate to the stark reality which usually confronts any researcher in
Nigeria, as discussed.'®?

Usually, a new newspaper or publication publishes its mission statement on the front
page of its maiden edition. But for some of our selected newspapers, the first editions
were either missing or where they were unavailable; their front page was torn out of

the newspapers. But I was able to lay my hands on the mission statement of at least

one newspaper in each category of newspaper ownership in Nigeria. For example:

)] Of all the selected three state government-owned newspapers, namely
Nigerian Observer, Daily Sketch and Nigerian Statesman, it was only the
Nigerian Observer that 1 managed to get hold of one of its early editions,
where Lt. Col. Samuel Osaigbovo Ogbemudia, the military governor of the
then Mid-Western state of Nigeria, the owner and publisher of the newspaper,
spelt out the aims and objectives of the Nigerian Observer.

(i)  For the Federal Government-owned New Nigerian and Daily Times, 1 could

only locate the first copy of the New Nigerian where its mission statement was

%2 See Chapter Four below
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published.

(ii1)  Out of the four privately-owned newspapers used for this study, that is The
Guardian, National Concord, Daily Champion and Vanguard, only the
mission statements of the first two were readily available, although I was able
to source the Vanguard’s media profile that also dealt with the aims and

objectives of the newspaper, which it published on its website on 24/10/00.

There is some relevance in this. For instance, in the case of government-owned
newspapers (state or federal), their mission statements are quite similar since they are
all usually set up to take care of the interest of the state or of the entire federation of
Nigeria, as the case may be. In effect, getting to know the Edict setting up one
government newspaper or the mission statement of any government-owned
newspaper, is knowing what those of the others are (Read interviewees, p.152).'*?
This is by no means saying that they are all the same. But the Edict setting up a state-
owned newspaper like the Nigerian Observer, is never too different in purpose from
the ones setting up other state newspapers like the Nigerian Statesman or the Daily
Sketch.'** Also, in the case of Federal Government-owned newspapers, the functions
that the New Nigerian would serve will be similar to that of the Daily Times. In the
same vein, it could be said that not much difference exists in the mission statements of
the privately-owned newspapers. So although the mission statement of each of the
privately-owned newspaper could not be said to be alike, the mission statement of a
newspaper like The Guardian could be a fair reflection of that of the Vanguard, Daily

Champion and National Concord'®, particularly with regard to their national focus

and economic ideology.

Nevertheless, we need to add a caveat here: each of the newspapers chosen for this
study came into being in different circumstances such as the various stages from
colonialism to post-colonialism, and from military rule to civilian rule, etc.'*®
Consequently, some of these newspapers have had to or have been made to change
their editorial direction accordingly. This is particularly true in the case of

government-owned newspapers, although the privately-owned National Concord is an

' Under the title: “The impact of ownership on the press”.

1% By 2002, the state government-owned Daily Sketch had ceased to exist.
1% The National Concord is also now defunct.

1% See pp.60-81 above.
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exception, since it actually started more or less as the political organ of the National
Party of Nigeria (NPN) during Nigeria’s second republic (1979-1983) but later
changed its editorial policy to become nationally focussed, after its proprietor, Chief
M. K.O. Abiola quit the NPN in 1982 (Nnaemeka, et al, 1989a: 408).'"’ But as
regards the government-owned newspapers, their circumstances have changed at one
stage or another and therefore they have tended to shift their editorial directions to suit
those circumstances. The point to remember here is that the editorial direction of
government-owned newspaper has always been dependent on the type, nature and
character of the government, whether as military or civilian administrations in

Nigeria.

But this phenomenon will be easier to understand if we take it from the angle of the
two categories of government ownership of newspapers, that is, state and federal. It is
necessary to make this point because each came to own their respective newspapers in
two distinct ways. For example, to have a newspaper of their own which they need,
first and foremost, to cater for the interests of their individual state, state governments
set up their own newspapers, while the federal government considered it necessary to
have its own newspaper because almost all the state governments have their own
newspaper (and considering the privately-owned newspapers), all of which may not

necessarily provide adequate coverage of the activities of the federal government.'*®

However, the federal government did not initially set up the federal government-
owned newspapers, that is, Daily Times and New Nigerian. The Daily Times first
started in 1926, as a private undertaking, while the New Nigerian was set up by the
then, northern regional government in 1966 with the sole purpose of protecting its
interests within the context of one Nigerian nation (Muhammadu, 2000: Chapter
one)'” They were both acquired in 1975 by the federal military government, led by
General Olusegun Obasanjo, and their editorial policies had to change to suit their

new owners. 200

197 See also Haruna, 1987.

1% See views of fieldwork interviewees, pp165-166, under the title: “Issues that account for the
differences between north and south”.

1% See fieldwork interviewees: Sam Amuka, G.G Darah, and, Dan Agbese. on pp. 157-159..

2% predictably, state newspapers have also had to change direction to suit the government of the day. A
typical example of how government-owned newspapers, in Nigeria, make U-turns to serve the
government of the day, is exemplified by the various news reports which, the then Bendel state
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The situation is not also helped by the transient nature of leadership in the Nigerian
political environment.””! The effect is that there is no generally accepted ideology202
to guide the leadership of a state or of a federation as to what purpose government-
owned newspapers should serve on behalf of the populace or the general objective
that they should perform in the interests of all, at the state or federal level. As a result,
the editorial direction of government newspapers change in accordance with the

wishes or interests of the government in power, at state/federal level (Abati, R. 2002).

That is why the newspapers, as discussed, behave in a radically different way
depending on whether the administration is military or civilian. But those who are
well informed about the Nigerian newspaper industry in particular, and the media in
general, maintain that this is an unhealthy situation. Their argument is that, no matter
who is in power, the responsibility of government newspapers is to "publicise
government programmes and report them to the public very accurately with a view to
getting feedback to the government on public policies and programmes” ("Osoba

decries official interference in govt newspapers", Daily Times, 19/6/91, back page).

In respect of privately-owned newspapers, it is also worth reiterating that two

categories exist in Nigeria. That is, there are private newspapers that were set up for

government-owned Nigerian Observer, splashed across its front pages on the days leading to the
General Elections in Nigeria in August, 1983. For instance, on the week before the elections, the
newspaper not only urged the people of Bendel state to give the incumbent Governor, Professor
Ambrose Alli, a second chance to rule the state, but to also pray for him to defeat his rival in the
Governorship race, Dr Osaigbovo Ogbemudia of the opposition NPN party, in the following reports
titled: “One week to election — The People’s prayer” (03/08/83), and “Give Alli a second chance”
(12/08/83). But immediately after the election result was declared and the candidate of the opposition
NPN party won the Governorship, the Nigerian Observer quickly changed its tune by carrying on its
front page the story: “Ogbemudia’s second coming...He thanks Bendelites” on 16/08/83 and also
published an editorial titled: “The People’s verdict”, on page three of the same edition. State
government-owned newspapers in other states of the Nigerian federation, where the incumbent did not
win, also had to change their editorial policy in response to the new dispensation. These developments,
not surprisingly, prompted the NPN-controlled federal government-owned newspaper, New Nigerian,
to publish, on page three of its edition of 20/08/83, the story titled: “Newspapers make U-turn to serve
new masters”. But the Nigerian Observer retorted by carrying an editorial comment on its front page
titled: “Where we stand” [see Appendix I1], in its edition of 28/08/83, to try to rationalise the way it
had carried out its responsibilities.

2! For instance, between 1966 and 1999, Nigeria witnessed seven military coups d’etat that also
aborted two democratically-elected civilian governments in Nigeria during that period.

22 See fieldwork interviewee: E. Izeze, on pp. 163-164, under the headline: “The Nigerian press
reflects nationality perspectives”.
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political and economic purposes®®. Except for the National Concord during its first
three years (1980-83), none of the other private newspapers selected for this study
(Vanguard, The Guardian and Daily Champion) wholly fall into the first category. In
fact, apart from the thriving Nigerian Tribune (Tribune at 50, Haruna, 1996: 56),2%*
which was established in 1949, as the political wing of the AG led by the late
Awolowo during Nigeria’s First Republic (1960-1966), all the other newspapers that
were established by political parties, or were set up for political purposes, could not

survive and therefore folded for lack of patronage and funds.?%®

Based on the foregoing, the background of all the newspapers will now be discussed

in the following order:

(a) State government-owned newspapers - Nigerian Observer, Daily Sketch and
Nigerian Statesman®®® .

(b) Federal government-owned newspapers- New Nigerian and Daily Times.

(c) Privately-owned newspapers, divided into: (i) Newspapers owned by
publishers from minority ethnic groups, namely, The Guardian and
Vanguard, (ii) Newspapers owned by publishers from majority ethnic

groups, namely, National Concord, and Daily Champion.

3.1 State Government-owned Newspapers

3.1a The Nigerian Observer

The Nigerian Observer was established, financed and owned by the then Midwestern
state government of Nigeria. The State was renamed Bendel state in 1976, but later
split into two in 1992, namely: Edo and Delta States.”’” The research period (1983-

1993), falls into the time when the Bendel state government owned it. It is on that

2% Read fieldwork interviewees under the heading: “The motives for setting up newspapers”, pp.176-
178..
4 Read the viewsof fieldwork interviewee: Al-Bashir under the heading: “The motives for setting up
newspapers”, pp.176-178.

For a list of the political newspapers that were set set up in Nigeria between 1978 and 1983, see
Nnaemeka, et al, 1989a: 408.
2% | ater known as The Statesman
7 The Edo state government now wholly owns the Nigerian Observer. Delta state has also established
its own newspaper and it is called The Pointer.
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basis that the activities of the Nigerian Observer will be documented.

However, of much relevance here is the Bendel state context within which the
Nigerian Observer had to operate. It was different from all other states in Nigeria
because of its multi-ethnic composition, which earned it the tag, ‘mini-Nigeria’. It is
not difficult to see why. The state had more ethnic groups compared to the other states
within the Nigerian federation. Bendel state was made up of the following ethnic
groups: Edo, Urhobo, Itsekiri, Ishan, Igbo, Ijaw, Isoko, and Afemai (Nigeria 1991:
Official Handbook: 52-54). This is quite significant because the politics of Bendel
state which the Nigerian Observer was caught up in were mainly determined by

ethnicity, as with Nigerian state (see Nnoli, O., 1978).

The Nigerian Observer’s mission statement, on establishement in 1968, was to
promote the interests of the state. As noted, without a copy of the first edition of the
newspaper, the aims and objectives of the newspaper were instead spelt out by the
Military Governor of the then Midwestern state, Lt. Col. Samuel Osaigbovo
Ogbemudia, who presided over the establishment of the Nigerian Observer:

[At the inaugural session], I told the Directors that the main aim for
establishing the MIDWEST NEWSPAPERS CORPORATION is to print and
publish a daily newspaper which will provide the means of informing the
public of the intentions, programmes and policies of government and also as a
medium of education, information, and the enlightenment of our people.

“... news in the OBSERVER does not reflect the view of the Government, and
very important ... is the independence and freedom of the Nigerian
Observer...

[and though] Government sponsored... it must ... be free from Government
control as to what it should write or not write ... [and] be free to criticise any
aspect of Government policy which it considers worthy of criticism in the
interest of the public. ...[It is] established primarily to educate, inform and
enlighten the people, [and therefore] must be free and unfettered in the

discharge of its responsibility.?”® The function of this Board of Governors is to

% He further said here: "My belief in the freedom of this paper is fully enshrined in the Edict setting
up the Corporation through the provision of a Board of Governors under the chairmanship of the Chief
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play the role of an effective custodian of the integrity, independence, and
freedom of the NIGERIAN OBSERVER. ... [The] MIDWEST
NEWSPAPERS CORPORATION guarantees ... [its] newspapers the liberty
to gather news, to spread enlightenment, and to speak their minds candidly
(Nigerian Observer, Monday, August 26, 1968: 7).

3.1b Daily Sketch

The Western Regional Government of Nigeria established the Daily Sketch under the
leadership of Akintola, in 1964. It was printed and published by the Sketch Publishing
Company Limited. But after the creation of the three states of Ogun, Ondo and Oyo,
out of the former Western Region of Nigeria in 1967, the newspaper became jointly
owned by all three. Although more states have now been created out of the former
Western Region, our period of research covers the era when it was still owned by

these three states.

There are two important points to be noted when talking about the context of the
Daily Sketch, which served as great influences on the newspaper’s activities during
the period under study: The first is that, in the area where it operates, there is also the
very influential privately-owned newspaper, the Nigerian Tribune, established in
1949 by Obafemi Awolowo, as the political arm of the AG, which he also led. The
AG, was indeed one of the political parties that fought for Nigeria’s political
independence and dominated the Western Region’s political landscape, during
Nigeria’s first republic (1960-1966). When in September, 1978, the ban on political
activities was lifted to usher in Nigeria’s second republic (1979-1983), Obafemi
Awolowo, also founded the UPN, and, as the Nigerian Tribune was made to do for
the AG during Nigeria’s first republic, it also became the political arm of the UPN. So
even though the Daily Sketch was also there to serve the three UPN-controlled state
governments of Oyo, Ogun, and Ondo there was the Nigerian Tribune, which was a
100 percent supporter of everything UPN in that Yoruba-speaking area of Nigeria,

where the influence of Awolowo was dominant and complete.

Justice of the State, assisted by the Chairman of the State Public Service Commission, the Leader of the
local Bar Association, the chairman of the State's Apex Co-operative Organisation, and a recognised
trade union leader."
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The second point is that, in the Yoruba-speaking area of Southwest Nigeria there is a
clear anti-North feeling. This has its origin in the way that the struggle for the political
leadership of Nigeria has been conducted since Nigeria’s political independence in
1960., tThe general feeling among most Nigerians, including the Yorubas, is that the
northern-based Hausa-Fulanis are seen as having dominated the political leadership in
Nigeria for a very long time (see Usman, Y.B. ed. 1982: ix). For instance, in the 1983
presidential election, Awolowo was the presidential candidate of the UPN and
contested against Alhaji Shehu Shagari, a Hausa-Fulani from the north, who was the
flag bearer of the NPN. And so, not surprisingly, the Daily Sketch was anti-Shehu
Shagari’s NPN.

3.1c Nigerian Statesman/The Statesman

The Imo State Government owns the Nigerian Statesman and as is characteristic of
government-owned newspapers; its editorial policy is geared towards informing the
people of the state about the government’s programmes and policies. The newspaper
is based in the south-eastern part of Nigeria, where anti-North feeling is also very
strong. The fact that the NPP had Azikiwe, an Iboman from the southeast, as its
presidential candidate for the 1983 elections was one of the factors that influenced the
coverage of the Nigerian Statesman in June 1983. But more importantly, the other
overriding aim of the Nigerian Statesman was to represent the voice of the Ibo ethnic

group in the Nigerian scheme of things (see Daily Champion, 8/6/93).

3.2 Federal Government-owned Newspapers

3.2a New Nigerian

The New Nigerian newspaper was the only newspaper that was 100 percent owned by
the Federal Government of Nigeria,209 during the period covered by this research. The

northern regional government in 1966, at a time when the political atmosphere in

2 The New Nigerian was put up for privatisation by the Civilian government of Nigeria, led by
Olusegun Obasanjo. Also see: “El-Rufai explains delay in sale of NNN”, Daily Trust newspaper,
12/12/02.
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Nigeria was very tense, set up the newspaper. The editorial policy, as spelt out in its
mission statement when it was launched on January 1, 1966 by the Sardauna®'® of
Sokoto and the Premier of the then Northern Regional government, Sir Ahmadou

Bello, is as follows:

“The Principles by which we stand-or fall

The New Nigerian makes its bow in troubled times

A few weeks ago a leading daily newspaper closed down. Another faces a ban
on sales in two regions of the Federation.

For a time, at least, the bigots have had their way.

Where stands the New Nigerian? There are many things we shall strive to
achieve - but above all we shall try to be a good newspaper, dispensing news
and comment without fear or favour.

As a Northern newspaper, we shall seek to identify ourselves with the North
and its peoples, their interests and aspirations. For that we offer no apology.
But at the same time we shall champion the vital need for national unity. For
without unity and the trust and mutual respect that go with it, this great
country will never find its rightful place in the sun.

In the same way that we shall oppose the evil extremes of tribalism, so we
shall raise our pen against all forms of racialism and discrimination. We shall
honour truth and try to instil within our editorial staff, a sense of purpose and a
pride in their profession. We shall welcome all shades of responsible opinion,
for we are conscious of the fact that we represent the people as a whole, and
not just a section of it.

We shall try to show understanding towards all. We ask the same and no more
from the public.

Thus the principles by which we stand are simple, but should truth and justice
be assailed by ignorance and fear, or tolerance challenged by prejudice, then
they will become the principles by which we shall fight and, if necessary, fall
(Maiden edition, New Nigerian, January 1, 1966:1).

The Sardauna was indeed very passionate about the newspaper’s editorial policy

210 This is the title of the spiritual head and leader of adherents of the Islamic religion in the northern
part of Nigeria.
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(Muhammadu, T., 2000: Chapter 1). In the calculation of the Sardauna, this was
inevitable during that period in Nigeria’s socio-political development, particularly as
they relate to the handicap faced by the people of the region then as they lacked any
credible medium through which they could contribute, not only to the crucial debate
to shape Nigeria’s future, but to also present an accurate assessment of Northern
Nigeria to the rest of Nigeria, which the mainly Southern Nigeria-based press was not
doing (Kukah, 1996: 133-136; Haruna, 1996: Chapter 5).%"'

Thus, from the onset, the New Nigerian was acknowledged as a well focussed
newspaper, with a clear editorial direction.?'? Importantly, barely two weeks after the
newspaper was launched, Nigeria witnessed its first military coup d’etat (January 15,
1966) and other events which subsequently led to the outbreak of the civil war which
threatened the corporate existence of the Nigerian State. With those developments, the
New Nigerian soon became a national newspaper that stoutly stood behind Nigeria’s
military government in their quest to keep the Nigerian State as one and united
(Muhammadu, 2000: Chapter 3).

However, the editorial content of the New Nigerian has never been the same again
after the Federal military government acquired the newspaper in 1975.2'> From then
on the newspaper became the mouthpiece of the federal government, with this

4 after the military handed power over to a

assuming a destructive proportion2 !
democratically-elected civilian administration to usher in Nigeria’s second republic in

1979 (Haruna, 1996: 64-65).

3.2b Daily Times

21! Also see Muhammadu, 2000: Chapter 2).

212 Read the views of fieldwork interviewees: Sam Amuka, G.G.Darah and Dan Agbese on p. 160,
under the heading: Each section of the press constructs a notion of national identity”, pp.157-161. Also
read particularly the views of interviewee T. Momoh about New Nigerian newspapers on p.159

213 Read the views of fieldwork interviewee: H. Odukomaiya, G.G Darah, Farouk Ibrahim on pp. 149-
151 under the heading: “Negative effects of mil;itary administration on the press”.

2 The democratically-elected civilian government in Nigeria (1999-2007) led by Olusegun Obasanjo,
(the same man that was at the helm of affairs as Nigeria’s Military Head of State in 1975 when the New
Nigerian and Daily Times were acquired by the federal military government), took steps to privatize
the two federal government-owned newspapers. In fact the Daily Times was up for sale on the Nigerian
Stock Market between November 12 and December 13, 2002. Also see Eke, E., 2006; Garba, K.A.,
2005; & 2006.
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The Daily Times is often referred to as “Nigeria’s oldest surviving newspaper”, *'°

having been founded in 1926. Almost all the national newspapers in Nigeria, were
started by people who have, at one time or the other, had some kind of connection
with the Daily Times. It was established by “a group of Nigerians and foreigners
under the Nigerian Printing and Publishing Company” (see Abati, 2002).

However, it took off as “a reactionary newspaper” with a policy to “support
Government as far as possible”, and so it was no surprise that the Daily Times was not
really “a part of the anti-colonial movement”. Nevertheless, when the Daily Times
sold its controlling shares to the Daily Mirror Group of London in 1947, its editorial
direction changed for the better as it “became less reactionary, providing quality
leadership in different aspects of Nigerian life and society” (Ibid).. These
developments culminated in progressive and professional journalism, that led one
commentator on the Nigerian media, Dr Reuben Abati (2002: p. 1), to describe the
Daily Times as “the newspaper of record for the principle trials of the period leading
to the independence of the Nigerian nation and after, [because] it shed its reactionary

garb gradually, and became the parliament of the poor struggling people of Nigeria”.

But unfortunately, the Daily Times’ fortunes took a turn for the worse, when, in 1975,
the Daily Mirror Group decided to sell its majority shares and withdrew from the
newspaper. It eventually did and the Murtala/Obasanjo military administration (1975-
1979) in Nigeria, at that time, directed the National Insurance Corporation of Nigeria
(NICON), “to acquire 60 percent of the Daily Times, on behalf of the Nigerian
government” (Ibid).. Effectively, from August 30, 1975, when the Nigerian
government became its majority shareholder, with the remaining 40 percent being
shared by private interests, the Daily Times became the “propaganda arm of ... the
Federal Government” (Ibid). Consequently, the Nigerian public abandoned the Daily

Times as a non-credible medium. It is the activities of the Daily Times during this

%15 The period 1979 to the late 1990s was particularly difficult for the newspaper because its credibility
was seriously damaged during Nigeria’s second Republic (1979-1983). For instance the public
abandoned the newspaper. Attempts were also made to burn the premises down after the public became
disillusioned that a federal government-owned newspaper was used by the ruling party during the
second republic, the NPN, against political opponents. It never regained public confidence after that.
The newspaper no longer attracted adverts and was hardly seen on the newsstand because of its
financial difficulties.. These led to a series of events that led the federal government under civilian
administration of Olusegun Obasanjo (1999-2007), to privatise the newspaper. Also see Abati, R.
2002.
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period that will be documented in this study.

3.3 Privately-owned Newspapers

3.3a The Guardian

The Guardian newspaper was set up by and also owned by Chief Alex Ibru, a
Nigerian businessman. It is fondly referred to by its admirers as the ‘flagship of

*216 and as the first newspaper in Nigerian history to have been set

Nigerian journalism
up purely in response to Nigeria’s economic and socio-political environment (Omu,

1996: 11).2'7 At inception, the newspaper declared its mission as follows:

“What THE GUARDIAN stands for: The Guardian is an independent
newspaper, established for the purpose of presenting balanced coverage of
events, and of promoting the best interests of Nigeria. It owes allegiance to no
political party, ethnic community, religious or other interest group. Its primary
commitment is to the integrity and sovereignty of the Federation of Nigeria

and [beyond that] to the unity and sovereignty of Africa.

“The Guardian is a liberal newspaper, committed to the best tradition and
ideals of republican democracy. It believes that it is the responsibility of the
state not only to protect and defend the citizens, but also to create the
conditions, political, social, economic and cultural, in which all citizens may
achieve their highest potentials as human beings. It is committed to the
principle of individual freedom, but believes that all citizens have duties as

well as rights.

“The Guardian does not, in principle, object to the ideology of free enterprise,

since this would be inconsistent with its commitment to individual liberty and

216 Read the report titled: “DAME reaffirms The Guardian as the flagship of Nigerian press” published
in The Guardian (Nigerian) edition of 12/11/05. DAME stands for Diamond Award for Media
Excellence

217 Also read the views of fieldwork interviewee H. Odukomaiya on p.161 under the heading:
“Ownership and space for neutrality”, and B. Jose, p.179 under the heading: “Newspapers set up in
response to new socio-economic realities”.
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freedom. But it believes that the state must intervene judiciously in the
economic life of the nation, in order to minimise the adverse effects of free
enterprise and ensure that less privileged citizens have reasonable and fair

access to the basic necessities of life.

“The Guardian will at all times uphold the need for justice, probity in public
life, equal access to the nation’s resources, and equal protection under the laws

of Nigeria for all citizens.

“The Guardian believes that Nigeria is a legitimate member of the
international community, but holds that she can best fulfil her international

obligations only if her own security and integrity are assured.

“The Guardian’s logo is the ancient Egyptian symbol for Conscience. The
motto, “Conscience, Nurtured by Truth,” is inspired by Uthman Dan Fodio’s
saying: Conscience is an Open Wound; only Truth Can Heal It.” (The
Guardian, Sunday, February 27, 1983 p.1).

3.3b National Concord

When the National Concord came into existence on March 1, 1980, it was generally
regarded by many Nigerians as an organ of the National Party of Nigeria (NPN)
(Nnaemeka et al, 1989: 408). The reason why the National Concord was described as
such was because its proprietor, Abiola, was one of the founding members of the
NPN, and had used the newspaper to promote everything pro-NPN. However, when
Abiola quit the NPN in 1982, following a row over the party’s nomination for the
1983 presidential election, the editorial policy of the National Concord changed (Ibid)
against the NPN as the newspaper now adopted a policy of publishing anti-NPN and

anti-NPN controlled Federal Government stories and issues (Haruna, 1987: 7)

But its Mission Statement, when it hit the newsstands in March, 1980, was laid out as

follows:

“WHAT WE STAND FOR - by the publisher”
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“OUR name says it all - NATIONAL CONCORD.

“We are out for harmony, unity, peace, friendship, understanding and co-
operation in Nigeria. These are ideals to which we shall devote our energy and
attention in order to build a virile and progressive country. In doing this, we
shall remain scrupulously faithful to the ethics of the noble profession of

journalism.

“National harmony is one thing that has sadly eluded Nigeria since she
attained political independence on October 1, 1960. Before then, the several
constitutional conferences in London and here at home had given signal to the

political confusion which was later to follow after independence.

“Our problems”

“The basic problem of disunity has manifested itself in several ways ever
since. Whether you call it tribalism or factional politics or extreme
parochialism, it is the same cankerworm which has been responsible for the
excessive corruption and indiscipline which successive leaders have vainly

promised to remove.

“What has happened in the past is that the load of fighting these evils has
devolved on the leadership alone. But this country does not belong to the
leadership alone. We all own the country and collectively created its problems

and must collectively solve those problems.

“The role of the Concord group of newspapers will be to assist, in every way
possible, efforts made to rid our great nation of these evils. Attempts to
worsen the situation or prevent progress towards a solution shall be fought to
certain defeat. This is where we stand (National Concord, March 1, 1980,

front page}.

3.3¢ Vanguard
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The Vanguard was established in 1984. According to the newspaper’s media profile
as published on its website on 24/10/00, pp.1-3:

“The Vanguard was set up in 1984 by veteran journalist, Sam Amuka, as a
private enterprise. No government affiliation. No partisan bias. It is committed

to democratic ideals, freedom and the rule of law ....
“EDITORIAL ORIENTATIONS”

“All our publications - Vanguard, Sunday and Weekend Vanguard are
authoritative national publications that provide reliable and analytical
information in local, national and international news. They are all mass

circulating and are geared towards a better life for the people ...

“As a truly mass-circulating and wide readership newspaper, there is a
deliberate policy to target decision-makers by our editorial coverage and

presentation.

3.3d Daily Champion*'®

The Daily Champion newspaper was first published on October 1, 1988. Its
proprietor, Chief Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu, is a very successful businessman from one
of the major ethnic groups in Nigeria, the Ibo. No other Nigerian would know the
motivation for Iwuanyanwu in setting up the newspaper more than the man who
provided the professional advice and expertise to make the Daily Champion
newspaper a reality -Chief Henry Odukomaiya, its first Managing Director. His own
words provide an insight into what the Daily Champion stands for:

The other national newspaper, the Champion, which I also helped to set up
(the first being the National Concord), has as its proprietor, Chief Emmanuel
Iwuanyanwu. You know as at that time, the West African Pilot’”® which, was

28 See what the Daily Champion stands for, as published on its website on.05/03/2006:
http://www.champion-newspapers.com/aboutUs

2% The West African Pilot was one of the foremost nationalist newspapers that articulated the Nigerian
position during Nigeria’s struggle for political independence from Britain.
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established by another Iboman, Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, on November 22, 1937,
had already gone into extinction and so Chief Iwuanyanwu thought that the

Ibo race stood to be marginalised if there was no voice to speak on their
behalf.

“The only voices that were available to them at that time only existed in their
own part of the country ... the East. For instance, newspapers like the
Nigerian Statesman and the Daily Star were published from Owerri in the
Eastern part of Nigeria, and so they were regional or local newspapers.

“So Chief Iwuanyanwu wanted a newspaper which would be a nationally
accepted newspaper but which would start off by protecting the rights of the
Ibo nation, the Ibo cause... The philosophy had to do with the intention of the
proprietor to use the newspaper to integrate the Iboman into the Nigerian
society.

“In its mission statement, it simply stated: 'Starting with the Ibo nation.' In
effect the Champion newspaper was set up by an Iboman, using the newspaper
to promote the interest of the Ibo nation within the context of the Nigerian
State. The newspaper first came out on October 1, 1988 and that Mission
Statement is there for you to read and understand (Chief Henry Odukomaiya.
Fieldwork interview in Lagos).

Another clue as to what the Daily Champion newspapers stand for was also given in
1989, by the Executive Director and Acting Managing Director of the newspaper, Dr.
Ihechukwu Madubuike:

“Having carried out adequate market surveys, we were confident that there
was a general yearning for a new kind of newspaper - a quality tabloid with
mass appeal, the kind that is not too ‘high brow’ but instead caters for the
needs of virtually all strata of the society ...

“We are read in all parts of the country and all parts of the country are
adequately represented on our staff” (Daily Champion: 24/6/ 89:12).220

The social context and mission statements of these newspapers vis-a-vis their
constitutional role in national integration, are indications of how they will fulfill that
role. But factors within the Nigerian context will inevitably affect how such a role is

performed. These are what would be engaged with next.

2 Indeed, on its website, accessed on 05/03/06, the Daily Champion declared: All our publications ...
are authoritative national publications that provide reliable and analytical information on local, national
and international issues. They are all mass-circulation.
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3.4 The Nigerian press: Limitations and obstacles

This issue relates to the question of whether the print journalists in Nigeria, with
privately- or government-owned newspapers, have the freedom to practice their
profession without being encumbered by the interference of the owners. Additionally,
this section addresses other encumbrances affecting newspapers or the journalists
working for them. For instance, to what extent do the social context and mission
statement of each of the newspapers, as delineated above, influence the way that the

Nigerian press conducts its activities?

In order to answer this question, it is important that we analyse the reality of the press
in Nigeria by way of the limitations and the obstacles that it is faced with. It is very
common to hear mostly government officials in Nigeria extol the freedom of the press
that the journalism profession in Nigeria enjoys,”?! even though evidence within the
Nigerian press show that the contrary is the case. Indeed, as Chief Segun Osoba, a
renowned newspaper administrator and journalist has said, the freedom of the press in

Nigeria is a qualified one, given all the anti-press decrees’*

Yet another significant point is that observers of the Nigerian press scene have argued
that it is erroneous to believe that only the government-owned press that have been
subject to outside interference from their owners. Indeed they have shown that the
owners of the privately-owned press also interfere with the way that their newspaper

outfits are run or managed.223 As Malam Mohammed Haruna (1987: 7)** contends:

Private ownership does not necessarily guarantee free press or a commercially
successful one ... In Nigeria, the private newspapers may be relatively

221 See for example the report: Nigerian Press is freest in Africa” published on page three in the New
Nigerian edition of 10/06/85, and attributed to the then Chief of General Staff, Supreme Headquarters,
Major-General Tunde Idiagbon, during the General Muhammadu Buhari military administration in
Nigeria, from 1984-1985.

22 See: “Ours is qualified freedom-Osoba”, Daily Sketch, 22/06/83, back page. Also see Momoh,
1995: Chapter 2..

23 At the Second National Media Week of the NUJ held in Owerri, the capital of Imo state of Nigeria,
the then Nigerian Information Minister, Prince Tony Momoh accused the press of being
confrontational saying that if they accuse the government of interfering with its own media house, they
shouldn’t forget that owners of private newspapers do not fair better. As he put it: “The objective of
private papers is that it does not criticise its owners and its interest.” Read Prince Momoh’s comments
as published in the Vanguard edition of 6/6/89, p. 7.

24 Hharuna views can be found on page 7 of the New Nigerian edition of 18/6/87, in the article titled:
“Ownership Control of Press in Africa”.
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independent of government interference, but the notion that they are
necessarily freer than government newspapers arise from the erroneous
thinking that government is the only threat to press freedom ... Government is
not only the owner of newspapers and all owners tend to behave alike, that is,
that as those who pay the piper, they try to dictate the tune ...

Haruna made particular reference to the proprietor of the National Concord:

Interference by one can be as invidious and pervasive as by the others. [Some]
clear evidence is how the National Concord turned around from uncritical
support of the National Party of Nigeria (NPN) [to which its publisher
belonged], into the most vitriolic attacker of the party’s officials, when Chief
Abiola had to quit the party ... [Also] the paper has never been known to
focus on the inefficiency of our communications system, for which the
International Telecommunications (ITT), whose vice-chairman, Chief Abiola
is, may or may not have been to blame.

Yet there are also those that contend that whether or not a Nigerian editor, for
instance, enjoys any freedom to practice or manage a newspaper is really dependent

225

upon the personality of the editor.,”* there is the belief among some journalists that

unnecessary self-censorship, rather than interference from the owners, has been the

major obstacle to press freedom in Nigeria.?

Given that in Government-owned media, in particular, the appointment and dismissal
of journalists is at the behest of governments, it is no surprise that the journalist is
weighed down by the threat of dismissal if he/she does not toe the government line.
As one commentator on the Nigerian media, Mr Lewis Obi, notes, for some political
and other extraneous reasons. journalists would be sacked for actions which are
“professionally in order but politically indiscreet.”**’ This indeed, has always been the
case. For instance, see the Nigerian Observer, 8/6/83, p.9, where it is noted that the
newspaper owned by the Bendel State government had had 10 editors in 15 years. The
State government in November, 1982, appointed Chief Arogundade, a renowned civil

servant to manage the newspaper. Mr James Jukwey- Editor of Benue Voice, owned

2 Read fieldwork interviewees on pp.155-156 under the heading: “Does government always interfere?
Editors engage in self-censorship”.

26 See the statement credited to Mr Steve Osemeke, Chairman, Nigeria Union of Journalist (NUJ),
Bendel state branch, in the report: “Alli wants freedom for journalists”, Nigerian Observer, 09/06/83,
page three; Also see the paper given on April 29", 1987, by Dr Olatunji Dare, then Senior Lecturer in
the Department of Mass Communication, University of Lagos, Nigeria, in Ilorin, the capital city of
Kwara state of Nigeria, under the auspices of the Kwara State branch of the NUJ.

27 See the article: “The King’s Song and the Press”, published in the National Concord of 17/6/83, p.

3.
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by the Benue State government was forced out of his position by the State
government because he refused to yield to pressures from government to publish
stories favourable to the State government. He was moved to the Circulation
Department of the newspaper as the Manager. He quit. Similarly, Mr Bobo Brown -
Editor of the Sunday Tide, owned by the Cross River State government was fired
because he protested against the insertion of a front page lead story by the State

government different from what he had approved.®

Beyond the risk of being demoted or fired, editors of newspapers that are critical of
government are every now and then picked up and detained by state security
operatives, with no explanation given as to what offences that they have committed.??
Newspapers or magazines are also closed down or proscribed, as was the case with
the Newswatch magazine in 1986.2°°. Nigerian government State Security Service
(SSS) operatives also go to the extent of arresting and detaining wives and children of

Editors if they are unable to arrest their Editor husband.?'

Editors of government-owned newspapers are also summoned, at any time, to
government house “to answer serious allegations” against them by whomever the
government chooses to listen to.”>> What happens as a result of all these is that many
editors (government or private) have often argued that if they are fired for refusing to
succumb to owner interference, other journalists are on the ready to take over their

positions.??

However, even if we discount the negative effects that direct ownership interference
(government or private) can cause to press freedom in Nigeria, it could still be argued
that the journalists themselves are their own enemy when it comes to the issue of
press freedom. A very good case in point, is the fact that though it is generally known

that Nigerian governments interfere in the management of their newspapers, there is

28 Also see National Concord, 1/6/93, p.2 in respect of the “premature retirement of journalists
working with The Herald newspaper owned by the Kwara State government.

2 see New Nigerian, 3/6/83; Daily Times 22/6/83 and 23/6/83; New Nigerian 24/6/87, p.11; The
Guardian, 26/6/93).

20 see also Vanguard 17/6/89; National Concord, 1/6/91, front page

Bl See Vanguard-22/6/83; National Concord 21/6/89, p.10 and 20/6/89 front page; Daily Times 1/6/91,
front page; National Concord 1/6/91, front page; The Guardian, 25/6/93, p.3.

B2 (see New Nigerian, 25/6/93, back page).

3 See “Standard Editors resign”, The Guardian, 19/06/93, page A2.
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also the evidence that journalists, during civilian administrations in Nigeria, for

instance, often allow themselves to be used by politicians.”>*

Indeed, generally, journalists have often been criticised for making themselves
vulnerable to government manipulation, for instance, by their sycophancy and seeking
favours from the government in power, be it civilian or military. For instance, Dare
(1987) castigated Nigerian journalists by pointing out that “the collapse of [Nigeria’s]
Second Republic, occurred largely in spite of, not because of them [the journalists]

[because] some of them were too busy partaking in the pillage to raise any alarm”.

The Nigerian journalists frequently solicit the assistance of Nigerian governments,
(State/Federal) to finance their various activities.>> Perhaps what is more devastating
to the newspaper industry in Nigeria is the way that the government, whether civilian
or military, tries to strangulate and control the press through its policies.”*® A typical
example is the way that the government ensures that there is a reduction or a
substantial cut in the supply of newsprint to the newspapers, particularly those that are
privately-owned and which in most cases are those that are very critical of the

237

Nigerian government.””’ The government embarks on the politics of newsprint

through:

(i) Deliberate denial of import licences for the importation of newsprint to most
newspaper houses
(ii) Making sure that the few newspaper houses which are lucky enough to obtain

such import licences are subjected to untold hardships in their bid to obtain the

24 See “Parties and Press in Anambra, The Guardian, (Nigerian) 19/6/83, p.3.

25 See Nigerian Observer, 09/06/83, ,page 3; “Anambra NUJ bags N145,000 from govt”, Daily
Champion, 12/06/91, page 21; “NUJ thanks Bubhari, Idiagbon”, The Guardian, 04/06/85, front page;
simply because the two Nigerian leaders, acknowledged the invitation of the NUJ to its 30"
anniversary celebrations and declined to attend. Also see: “You can get our media houses to publish
whatever you want them to publish”, a statement attributed to the late premier of the Eastern Region of
Nigeria, DR Michael Okpara, as published in the New Nigerian of 10/06/85, page 2; and also the report
about Dr. Okpara’s outburst at a news conference, titled: “Dr. Okpara raves at reporter”, on the back
gage of the Nigerian Statesman of 05/06/83.

% In 1985, the federal military government of Nigeria, in a letter said to have emanated from the office
of the Secretary to the federal government, directed that the federal government, its parastatals,-and its
ministries should place their adverts only on newspapers owned by the federal or state governments.
Given the fact that in Nigeria, the greatest spender on advertisements is the federal government, its
ministries and its parastatals, it was quite obvious that through its policy on advertisements, the federal
govemment was shutting off the private newspapers from a large chunk of revenue.

7 See the National Concord story on Concord’s newsprint abandoned by the roadside.
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necessary Form M, which has to be completed to allow importation of goods into
Nigeria

(1i1) Also ensuring that the newspaper houses are subjected to agonising delays during
the processing of their Form M and the issuing of the letter of credit needed for the

importation of newsprint from overseas manufacturers.*®

The newsprint issue has become such a major problem to the newspaper industry that
many newspapers are actually faced with the constant fear of folding as a result of

239 For instance, in 1983, the situation

their inability to source such a vital product
became so dire that the Newspaper Proprietors Association of Nigeria (NPAN)
published a paid advert in major Nigerian newspapers alerting the nation to the danger
being faced by the newspaper industry due to the government policy to restrict

supplies.”*°

During that period also, the General Secretary of NPAN and also
Managing Director of Sketch Group of Newspapers, Chief Segun Osoba stated
emphatically that some newspapers may fold because of various problems caused by
non-availability of newsprint, high prices of printing materials and the fact that
Nigeria's Ministry of Commerce only issued licences for a token importation of
newsprint to a very few selected newspapers.241 Following the parlous state of the
Nigerian economy, the federal military government had in 1985 set up a special task
force on the importation of essential commodities into Nigeria. Newspaper proprietors
took advantage of this development to appeal to the head of the task force, Alhaji
Adamu Ciroma to grant special concession to the newspaper industry by acting
promptly to look into their newsprint difficulties. The foregoing, in reality, is the

context under which the Nigerian press operates.

Nevertheless, the general argument among those who believe that interference of any

sort could be avoided is that for that to happen:

There is a need to devise a means which will insulate practitioners from the
owners, whether they are private, government or party. This is for the simple
reason that in Africa, the conditions of a free and successful press...namely, a

38 See "Nigerian newsprint crisis revisited" [Editorial] Nigerian Statesman, 3/6/83, p.3; also see "The
NPAN case" [Editorial] National Concord, 1/3/83, p.2..

2% See the online editions of The Guardian (Nigerian) newspaper published on: 24/09/03; 02/09/05;
24/03/06

20 ee "Newspaper Proprietors' Association of Nigeria", National Concord, 6/3/83, p.10..

#! see "Some newspapers may fold up-Osoba", New Nigerian, 2/6/83, p.16.
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high level of literacy and universal education; a thriving democracy; an alert
citizenry; a developed economy with a high standard of living; equitable
distribution of wealth; developed communications and distribution system etc,
are absent.

They also contend that:

There is the need to create trusts for the press, especially the government and
party press ...because in our [Nigerian, African] context of capitalism, one is
free at least to use his wealth how he wishes, so long as it is within the law and
does not threaten national security**?

Armed with the foregoing, as the social contexts and mission statements of the
Nigerian press, how do we then determine the role that they play in the promotion of a
Nigerian national identity? What research methodology/methodologies should be
employed to achieve this purpose? In the next chapter we will focus not only on this
issue but also on what informed the choice of the methodological
approach/approaches and why, as well as what rules and guidelines will be applied in

order to realise the objectives.

2 Gee “Ownership, control of press in Africa, National Concord, 18/6/87, p.7. Also see: 'Charles
Sharp mourns Democrat [newspaper], where the first Managing Director of the New Nigerian
expressed his views on why newspapers fail in Nigeria).
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CHAPTER FOUR

Methodology

4.1 Intensive/In-depth Interviews and Qualitative Content Analysis

A researcher undertaking a study of how the Nigerian press promotes a collective
Nigerian national identity could be advised to look at not just the press content alone,
but the whole ‘circuit of mass communication’, involving also the examination of
press production and audience response in order to establish and measure its success
in this endeavour. Indeed, Jenny Kitzinger and David Miller (1998: 10), note that:
“...it is impossible to determine how people will understand or interpret a (media)
text simply by analysing the content; it is necessary to examine the responses of
actual audiences.” However, Professor Kitzinger, in her own article titled: “Resisting
the Message: The Extent and Limits of Media Influence” (Miller et al, 1998: 211),
acknowledges that “media power is certainly not absolute, nor does it exist in a
vacuum, and audience reception is not an isolated encounter between an individual
and a message”. But she also came to the conclusion that although “the media do not
operate as a single force in a hermetically sealed ideological conspiracy ... [because]
there can be a powerful interaction between media messages and broader contextual
assumptions ... [they] still influence the way we think”. The thrust of Kitzinger’s
article is that the audience is diverse and the way that they decode media messages is
influenced by their own social and political positions. But in spite of this, as her study

shows, the media has a powerful influence on the way we think and interpret things.

This is the crux of this study whose main focus is to find out how the Nigerian press
contributes to Nigerian integration and unity. In which case, the emphasis is not on
press production or audience response, but on how the press, through its activities, is
able to promote a sense of collective Nigerian national identity, and consequently
contribute to the realisation of Nigeria’s fundamental objective of national integration

and unity.
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The research questions to which answers are sought are:

e Does the Nigerian press’ inclination to promote nationality, group or sectional
identities hinder its ability to contribute to the overall Nigerian national goal of
integration and unity?

e Does the Nigerian press’ promotion of a collective Nigerian national identity,
using some events, involving Nigeria, within and outside, to ‘flag’ the state,

foster Nigerian national integration and unity?

In seeking to answer these questions, it is hypothesised that:

e The extent to which the Nigerian press can contribute to national integration
and unity is determined by its ability to promote nationality, group or sectional
identities within the Nigerian state.

o The ability of the Nigerian press to instil a sense of collective Nigerian
national identity in the nationality and diverse groups or interests that
constitute the state is directly related to the way it uses some events or

occasions to ‘flag’ the Nigerian state.

With these issues in perspective, my initial plan was to do a quantitative content
analysis of the newspapers. This was with a view to taking a look at the issues
represented in them. The idea was to look at the different events that occurred
throughout any particular period as represented by what all the newspapers covered in
accordance with their ideological beliefs, followed by a comparison of all of them.
For instance: how did the Vanguard newspaper report the same issue as Daily Sketch,
The Guardian and National Concord, etc?; did they cover different issues on the same
day?; why did they choose particular stories, even though others did not cover them
on the same day? However, after an initial pilot study, I changed my methodology to
take into account the nature of Nigeria and the effects that that nature has on an

institution like the press within it.

Nigeria is a post-colonial state where civil society is weak - particularly in terms of

accountability and the rule of law, aspects that centrally guide democratic nations .2*?

3 See pp.35 & 138-142 above.

106



The result is that there is no adequate theoretical background about the Nigerian
press/media to serve as a guide for what I was looking for. A typical example would
be the agenda setting theory244 of the press. The press has no power to set an agenda
in Nigeria and so this theory is not useful here. I had to look for what was really
happening which is what the press is actually doing. And this aligns with the
argument that the Nigerian press cannot operate outside of what its environment

allows.*

The reality therefore is that because of the Nigerian context and the press’
structure and ownership pattern, its content is predictable. As articulated in Chapters
One and Two, the press is ‘partisan’, ‘manipulative’, ‘collaborative’, ‘preventive’, ‘a
tool of government and political parties’, and ‘a promoter of nationality interests’
(Jeter et al, 1996: 11).2*6 All it was doing was counting what I already knew to exist.
Quantitative content analysis was not going to tell me something new or different.
Instead I concentrated on using a more qualitative research approach by doing a
critical reading of the contents of the newspapers and examining them. This involved
analysing the patterns of coverage over extended periods and thus did involve a
content analysis. However there was no attempt to do this in a strictly quantitative
manner, but rather to establish trends and patterns and to make comparisons. The aim
was to employ the research tools that would adequately address the research

objectives and produce the best result. According to Wimmer and Dominick (2000: 3
& 25):

The important thing for any researcher... to understand is the correct
approach to follow to ensure the best result ... research methods ... should be
selected ... because they are appropriate for a given study and are understood
by the person conducting the analysis (original emphasis).

Therefore, given the realities of the Nigerian circumstances vis-a-vis the focus of this
research, a combination of intensive/in-depth interviews and qualitative content
analysis were adopted as the methodological approaches. While the former was used

to garner data from those experts on the Nigerian press and analyse what they said

4 The philosophical context of the media in Africa, as enunciated by Jeter et al shows that the media is
limited in the influence it can wield, for various political, economic and social reasons. So, the press in
the classical sense does not exist (Read, for instance, the views of fieldwork interviewees on pp.161-
164 under the heading: “The Nigerian press refdlects nationality perspectives”.. Nevertheless it is still
playing a useful role. Despite the fact that it is not really winning, it is getting the voice of people
heard.

25 See Jakande, 1979: 110-111 and views of interviewee Farouk Ibrahim on p.133 below

%6 See Uche, 1989; Ruijter, 1989.
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about its nature and character vis-a-vis Nigeria’s national goal of integration and
unity; the latter was needed to understand what the Nigerian press is engaged in on

the ground.
The next discussions will be focussed on the two methodological approaches,

followed and on analyses of the various sampling methods and how they were

employed to collect data at different stages of each of the research methods.

4.1a Intensive/In-depth Interviews as a research tool

The intensive/in-depth interview is one of the techniques that was used to gather the
data for this study because the advantages it presents are enough to erode any
disadvantages that might affect the outcome. For instance, although Wimmer and
Dominick (1991: 148-149) recognise that for in-depth interviews, ‘generalizability’ is
sometimes a problem, as they are non-standardized and sensitive to interviewer bias,
they explain the strong points to include providing a wealth of details, and more
accurate responses on important issues because it creates a rapport between the

interviewee and the interviewer (Ibid).

Therefore, the interview is very useful as a research tool for a study of this nature. It
enables a researcher to gain insights into areas not otherwise obtainable and thus
“allow(s) for a more accurate and greater understanding” of the intricacies of the
press’ context like that in Nigerian (Frey and Oishi, 1995: 1).**’ The interviews served
as a useful background to the qualitative content analysis aspect of this study. For
instance, Lindlof (1995: 168) contends that:

Researchers also use interviews to verify, validate, or comment on data
obtained from other sources (original emphasis).

Thus, it was not just enough to conduct interviews, as it was also important to

examine what the interviewees said against the actual activities/content of the

7 Cited in Alison Oatey, 2006: 1, 3; see also Lindlof, T.R., 1995: 163-194.
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newspapers, which had happened ten years earlier. This involved the triangulation of
research methods: content analysis, interviews and comparisons. This time lapse is
argued, however, not to be a problem because of the breadth and number of
interviewees who are given voice. Indeed, it can rather be seen as an advantage in that
they were able to give considered views about the past events and coverage in

conditions released from the hurly-burly of the events themselves.

Therefore, the triangulation of methods obtained is argued as appropriate in relation to
this study because it made it possible for me to tap into the experiences of those who
were themselves responsible for the content/activities of the press. The journalists
hold clear expertise and insights and consequently I was interested in knowing how
and why they do what they do. Lindlof (1995: 167) articulated this position when he
noted that:

Interviews are especially well suited to helping the researcher understand a
social actor’s own perspective. Often, a researcher will interview persons only
if their experience is central to the research problem in some way. They may
be recruited for their expert insight, because they represent a certain status or
category or because of the critical events in which they participated. The
researcher expects the special nature of what they have experienced to result in
a special articulation: words that can be expressed only by someone who has
‘been there’ (original emphasis).

To appreciate the usefulness of this methodology, it is also of vital importance that the
process of the interview should be clearly delineated (Hansen et al 1998: 280). The
interviews were conducted over a three-month period (between December, 2000 and
February, 2001 in Nigeria. The process involved holding the interviews in Lagos and
Kaduna, southern and northern parts of Nigeria respectively and, conducting them in
offices, homes and a conference centre for ‘convenience and practical feasibility’
(Liebes and Katz, 1990: cited in Hansen et al, 1998: 271) and ensuring they did not
last more than two hours each (Oatey, 2006: 2).2*® The type of interview is the ‘non-
structured interview’, which allows for open-ended questions.”** This type of
interview makes it possible for questions to be asked in an informal way with the

interviewer having the opportunity to ask follow-up questions for a more detailed

8 Also see Wimmer and Dominick 1997: 455 cited in Oatey, 2006: 2.
9 See appendix 1
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answer. It also gives the interviewees* the opportunity to talk freely (Nichols, 1991:
131; Wimmer and Dominick 2000: 163).25!

The interviews made it possible to gauge the views of some of the experts on the
Nigerian press. This sought to serve as a useful background (Lindlof, 1995: Chapter
6; also see Hansen et al, 1998: Chapter 10) to the textual aspects of the project, which
is the analysis of what the newspapers do. This allows a way of ascertaining how their

activities impact on the quest for a collective national integration and unity.

All but one of the interviews was recorded, using a cassette tape recorder and later
transcribed. The tapes ‘labelled for...date, interviewee name’ (Lindlof, 1995: 209)...
and place of the interviews remain in my possession. My informal discussion with
Uncle Sam was not taped, as explained, but was also a ‘purposeful conversation’
(Frey and Oishi, 1995: 1; Palgrave-skills4study, 2006: 1-2).

The ‘textual data’ from the interviews were analysed, focussing on some of the
‘essentials’ as they relate to fundamental issues that confront the Nigerian state (see

Hansen et al 1998: 278-283).°

4.1b Qualitative content analysis as a research tool

The qualitative approach was particularly suitable for my research because of the
nature of the research population and its context. While discussing the qualitative
research method, Wimmer and Dominick (1991: 139) state how it differs from the
quantitative research along three main dimensions. For instance, they explain that
while quantitative research is objective and can be seen by all because it is out there,
qualitative data is subjective and only exists in reference to the observer. Additionally,
while quantitative research looks for general categories to summarise the behaviour of
humans, qualitative research does the opposite by looking for different categories;
while quantitative research aims “to generate general laws of behaviour and explain

many things across many settings”, thereby emphasising breadth, qualitative research

20 See appendix V, for profile of the interviewees

Bl See also Jenson and Jankowski 1991: 155; Hansen et al 1998: 257-261).

B2 Also see the various headlines in Chapter Five under which the data from the interviews were
analysed.
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attempts “to produce a unique explanation about a given situation... (and therefore)

strive for depth”.

Based on these distinctions, my use of the qualitative method enabled me to look
selectively at issues that the newspapers covered, using my own background
knowledge and understandings, and that of my interviewees, to focus on key moments
and events in the history of Nigeria as the focus of my analysis. This was relevant
because the behaviour of a press like the Nigerian’s is not determined by one set of
categories but by different and distinct categories created by the different
circumstances that the Nigerian situation throws up. I was therefore not looking for a
general pattern that could explain the behaviour of the press but something in-depth

that would reveal its behaviour in relation to specific and local events and issues.

Therefore prominence was given to aspects of the issues represented in the
newspapers, that were likely to affect newspapers’ personnel and determine their
editorial direction. This was particularly relevant whenever there was a change in
government, depending on the type of administration in place, that is, civilian or
military. These issues are: (1) General and (2) Specific issues (see Table 1 below).
This was done, taking into account the predictable nature of the Nigerian press, which
meant that there was no point in spending hours analysing it to know how it generally
conducts its activities. Instead it was more useful to analyse some patterns of its
behaviour as evident in the archival materials during the period under study (Lindlof,
1995: 208-209), using the two issues noted above as my points of departure. For
instance, an important aspect of the press is its use of specific events to ‘flag’ the
Nigerian state. This showed the conditions under which the press was promoting
collective Nigerian identity - allowing detail that a quantitative content analysis would

fail to uncover.

Wimmer and Dominick (1991: 140-153) list four common qualitative research
techniques as: field observations, focus groups, intensive interviews and case studies.
The intensive interview has been discussed, but at this juncture, it is important to add
that Alan Bryman (2001: 376 & 378), has also identified documents as another
qualitative technique that is used in media research. As he puts it “mass media output

can be explored using a qualitative form of data analysis like content analysis, which
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“entails searching for themes in the sources that are examined”. According to him, the
kinds of source upon which content analysis is often carried out are documents, such
as newspaper articles ...[which are appropriately examined) in qualitative research”.
On the basis of his explanation, sources such as editorials and news stories can be
used to ascertain how, for instance, the newspapers promoted the overall Nigerian
national objective of integration and unity during the research period. Also referring

to the importance of documents to researchers, Lindlof notes that:

Documents indicate, among other things, what an organisation produces and
how it certifies certain kinds of activities ... that memoralize its own history or
achievements ... [and these) documents can help the researcher to reconstruct
past events or on-going processes that are not available for direct observation
... (1995: 208; original emphasis).

But J. Scott (1990-cited in Bryman, 2001: 376-377), suggests four criteria for
assessing the quality of documents: they should be authentic, credible, representative
(i.e is it typical of its kind) and have meaning in terms of being comprehensible. The
archival materials/documents of the Nigerian press used for this study meet these
criteria for two main reasons: Firstly, they were selected because of the interests that
each of them represent and secondly, as an archival record of press coverage they are

a credible source.

Lindlof nevertheless states that one way to avoid the limitations of using documents
for research purposes is to “evaluate the subtle prejudices that may have affected the
construction of the ‘facts’ therein ... [particularly because] documents reflect certain
kinds of organizational rationality at work, such as news media procedures for
defining who is or is not a spokesperson for a public group" (Ibid)..This was relevant
to my analysis, as my interest, as stated was in analysing what the newspapers do,
from whose perspective, and how this impacts on the whole question of the Nigerian

goal of national integration and unity.

Bryman has identified four approaches to use to interpret documents, namely,
qualitative content analysis, semiotics, hermeneutics and discourse analysis. For this
study, the interest is in qualitative content analysis. He defines it as comprising “a
searching out of underlying themes in the materials being analysed” adding that “the

processes through which the themes are extracted is often,left implicit (as) the
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extracted themes are usually illustrated-for example, with brief quotations from a

newspaper article or magazine” (p. 381).

Roger Fowler (1991: 1) talks about “how language is used in newspapers to form
ideas and beliefs”. His emphasis is particularly on how language represents things and
makes people believe highly patterned things (see Ibid, pp. 2, 4, & 11). Analysing the
patterns that are common in the content of the Nigerian press helped with the analysis.
This was much more useful because it shows that what I have done is there and it’s
based on the premise that the Nigerian press promotes national identity in various
ways, was therefore a key methodology. The Nigerian press use momentous events
involving the state on the one hand and promote nationality and other interests that are
not detrimental to the Nigerian state’s overall objective of national integration and
unity, on the other. This method was designed to establish the patterned ways in
which this is done.

I also focus on the "style" and the "rhetoric" that the newspapers employ in the
process of reporting issues in the pages selected to be analysed. Van Dijk (1991: 209),
for instance, notes that "style has to do with the choice and variations of the words

"

journalists use when writing...", while "rhetoric deals with special ploys, such as
alliterations and metaphors that help catch the reader's attention, and which therefore

are primarily used with a persuasive aim."

Accordingly, in this study the newspapers’ texts are read as documents which tell me
the direction of each of them, in terms of their history and policy (Lindlof, 1995: 208-
209). The purpose is to treat them as documents that represent the policy and editorial
direction of the newspapers over a period of time. In other words, my interest is in
looking for evidence that would capture the nuances of the character of the press in
Nigeria, which would be enough to demonstrate the editorial policy of each of the
newspapers and how their overall policies influence their activities and consequently

impact on the issues relating to a collective Nigerian national identity.

What should be emphasised here are the differences that exist in the way the
newspapers address issues depending on whether the administration in Nigeria is

civilian or military. During a civilian administration, the political party in control of

113



the government, whether at the state or federal level, commandeers the state-owned or
federal government-owned newspapers and uses them to promote the party’s interests.
On the other hand, government-owned or privately-owned newspapers tend to have a
national focus during a military administration because of the centralised nature of

that type of government (Osuntokun, 1989: 351).

I catgorised the coverage I wanted to analyse under a number of broad headings
which had to do with major events in Nigeria during the period, taking into account;
two of the issues already listed in Table 3. To enable me do this, the following

questions served as guides:

e Who is responsible for the news reported?

e Who controls the news agenda in each of the newspapers‘?

e Is it the government that dictates what should be published in government-
owned newspapers?

e Do government-owned newspapers simply publicise government activities and
therefore lack the independence to critically examine government activities?

e Do privately-owned newspapers mostly report the political and economic
interests of their respective proprietors?

e Do the stories in the newspapers (government’s and private’s) emanate from
independent sources or eyewitness accounts?

e Do journalists have the freedom to carry out investigative journalism and also
play their expected role of directing the news agenda?

e How do the newspapers go about instilling a sense of collective national

identity in Nigerians?
On these bases, I came up with the headings:

Analysis of the activities of the Nigerian press during elections supervised by

a civilian administration;

Analysis of the activities of the Nigerian press during elections supervised by

a military administration;
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Analysis of the activities of the Nigerian press under a military administration:
Events in June 1985 and June 1989;

Analysis of the activities of the Nigerian press under a military administration:

Coverage of a specific issue - the 1989 SAP riots

Analysis of the Nigerian press and a collective Nigerian national identity-
Flagging of the nation: World Cup triumph and hosting of the OAU Summit in
1991

Having established these categories, my major pre-occupation was to analyse the
activities of each of the newspapers under various themes, at different periods as
represented by the different headings. The purpose was to examine the influence that
the type of administration in place, civilian or military, has on the editorial policy that
each category of newspaper ownership follows, in carrying out their activities, as they
relate to those listed in the headings above. In other words, if we take the election
issue, as an example here, using themes to analyse the activities of the newspapers

will bring into sharper relief, what influenced the editorial policy that was adopted by:

1. A state government-owned newspaper;
2. A federal government-owned newspaper; and

3. A privately-owned newspaper

Doing a qualitative content analysis of the newspapers in this respect confirmed Jeter
et al’s (1996: 11) and Ruijter’s (1989) conclusions about the media in Africa® and
revealed that the newspapers are: a tool of the political party in power; a megaphone
of government; a platform for national issues; a voice for nationality interests; an
instrument for investigative journalism; an instrument against oppression and; an

agent of unity.

Some graphic illustrations of how the activities of the newspapers reflected each of

these themes are shown in two tables in this part of this chapter and other tables in the

B3 See chapter two above.
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appendix. The purpose is to demonstrate how using qualitative content analysis,

themes to explain the activities of the press can be extracted from newspaper articles,

stories or headlines.

For instance, Tables 1 and 2 below show that during the elections organised by a

civiian administration in 1983, and by a military administration in 1993, the

government-owned newspapers were tools of the political parties/government in

power (also see appendices IX, X, XI, XII, XIII). The various reports show that each

of the newspapers could only publish stories that were favourable to the ruling

authorities whether civilian or military.

Table 1

State Government-owned Newspaper

: A tool of party in power

Examples of negative stories against rival parties/opponents of ruling party

The Nigerian Observer

-Omo N’Oba’s pay was not
stopped: NPN agents float
diabolical rumour to cause
disaffection-Alli”, (lead, 1/6/83,

p.1).

-Count  down on ‘83:
Ogbemudia stronghold broken”,
(2* lead, 1/6/83, p.1).

-UPN leaders earmarked for
killing today {by NPN
agents}?”, (1/6/83, p.1).

-Shagari is enemy of Bendelites:
He dispossessed us of N11lm
revenue since ’'79-Alli, (lead,
2/6/83, p.1).

-Benin-Owena borehole
contract: Ogbemudia took
NSOm without execution, (2™
lead, 2/6/83, p.1).

-Bendel got nothing from F-
govt”, (2/6/83, p.1);

-NPN will lose Rivers -Opinion

poll, (4/6/83, p.1).

-Okilo’s lust for opulence,
(4/6/83, p.1).

-Crisis in Ovia NPN”, (7/6/83,
p.1)

-Those who fabricated on Oba

The Nigerian Statesman

Unongo [Governorship
candidate of the NPP in Benue
state] was to be killed May 16
True or False?: NPP
gubernatorial candidate tells
police cuddling story of teargas
bombardment (lead, 3/6/83, p.1)
-Why NPN govt should be
changed — Uzoigwe (lead,
5/6/83, p.1).

-Zik [Presidential candidate of
the NPP] accuses Shagari:
Violation of Official Secret Act
1964 (lead, 5/6/83, p.1).

-P&T staff dismissed: He gave
President’s special line to
Emeka Ojukwu (21/6/83, p.1).
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Daily Sketch

-NPN can't use the army-Awo"
(lead, 28/6/83, p.1).

-NPN men attack UPN-2 badly
wounded”, (lead 14/6/83, p.1).

-Revenue Sharing suit against
FG: Bendel Govt wins: Court
says states are entitled to
statement on money paid into
Federal Account” and “Power to
administer states’ share s
illegal” (lead, 4/6/83, p.1)



stand condemned, (7/6/83, p.1).
-NPN candidates are UPN drop-
outs-Agbobu (lead, 21/6/83,
p.1)

-NPN sure to lose Bendel,
(21/6/83, p.1)..

Ogbemudia aborted Niger State,
(21/6/83, p.1).

- -N2.5m Midwest Dev. Fund:
Ogbemudia left no kobo- Gov.
Alli, (lead, 28/6/83, p.1).

Table 2
Aftermath of 1993 Presidential Election
State Government-owned and Federal Government-owned Newspapers
The megaphone of government in power

Nigerian Statesman “Why we cancelled June 12 elections-IBB (lead;
28/6/93, p.1).
“Abiola, Tofa banned” (28/6/93, p.1).
“NRC, SDP to produce new flagbearers”
(28/6/93, p.1).
“Banned politicians can now contest” (28/6/93,

p-1);
“Nigerians receive pat on the back” (28/6/93, p.1)
New Nigerian “Cancelled Presidential election-Party, Caucuses
plan meetings”, (lead, 28/6/93, p.1)
Daily Times IBB, governors meet tomorrow” (lead, 28/6/93,

p-1).

As appendices XIV and XV indicate, the newspapers can also focus on national issues
when there is a military administration in Nigeria. The stories that are featured in
these appendices, confirm one of the distinguishing characteristics of the government-
owned newspapers when there is a military administration in Nigeria. It shows them
also having a national focus unlike the complete partisanship which they exhibit as
they reflect only the views of the party that control each of the states or the federal

government that own them.

Appendix XVI shows that under another circumstance, newspapers can be used to
further the interests of nationality groups. When the interest of any nationality group
is at stake, a newspaper owned by a state government can be used to foster such a
group within its domain. This is what the Nigerian statesman owned by the Imo

state®* government did for the Ibo nationality group in 1993.

4 This is constituted by the Ibo nationality group.
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A look at appendix XVII will confirm that some, particularly the privately-owned
newspapers, can conduct investigative journalism. This shows that in spite of the
draconian decrees the military government always put in place to curb what it regards
as the excesses of the media institution, some particularly privately-owned

newspapers are still fearless enough to conduct investigative journalism.

Appendix XVIII shows that the newspapers are also used as instruments against
oppression.. And when it comes to standing up in defence of the democratic will of
the Nigerian people, the stories in the table indicates how privately-owned
newspapers, unencumbered by government control, can stand up against oppressive or

undemocratic decisions made by any government.

But appendix XVIX confirms the major hypothesis of this research, which is that the
newspapers that promote nationality interests can still instil a sense of collective
national identity in Nigerians by using some momentous international events
involving Nigeria to flag the Nigerian nation. This was exactly what all Nigerian
newspapers, whether private’s or government’s did in 1985 when the Nigerian Junior

football team won the Under-17 World Cup tournament.

These tables and appendices are designed to provide examples of the methodology
being used. Each of them will be fully analysed later in Chapters six to ten which deal
with qualitative content analysis of the activities of the newspapers. They cover how
they behaved when dealing with both general and specific issues. In the remaining

part of this chapter the sampling method used in this research will be focussed upon.

4.2 Sampling Methods

It was important that I designed the appropriate sampling techniques to use to gather
data at the two methodological stages, with each further divided into sub-stages. At
the former stage, the questions bordered on who should be interviewed; what should
be their background and the interest they represent. At the latter stage, the issues were
how to select the newspapers to analyse; how many years of their activities within the

period of the research (1983-1993) should be covered; which month or months of

118



each of the years should be selected for analysis and how many days or weeks within

a month/whether a whole month or some months within a year should be examined.

Before doing the sampling, consideration was given to the intervening variables
regarding: making arrangements for those to be interviewed; the availability of
archival materials of Nigerian newspapers and; the difficulties of data collection in
Nigeria (see Nnaemeka et al, 1989a, Vol. 1: 411; Kalu, U., 2004). Consequently, I had
to consider using a combination of probability and non-probability sampling methods.
Alan Bryman (2001: 88) defines probability sample as a representative sample that
reflects the population accurately, so that it is a microcosm of the population. He
identifies four types: simple random sampling; systematic sampling; stratified random
sampling and multi-stage cluster sampling (88-93). However, Bryman notes that non-
probability sampling is all forms of sampling “not conducted acéording to the canons
of probability sampling” and states three types: convenience sampling; quota

sampling and snowball sampling (Ibid: 97-101).

One of the positive points about simple random sampling, as explained by Alan
Bryman (1989: 88), is that each unit of the population has an equal chance of being
represented. However, Wimmer and Dominick 1991: 68) have noted one of its weak
points to be that it might be more expensive than other methods. Nonetheless, the
systematic sample enables the researcher to select units directly from the sampling
frame, for instance all the units in Nigerian newspapers - private; government; state
and; federal, without resorting to a table of random numbers. Some of the arguments
for this technique are that selection is easy and can be more accurate than in a simple
random sampling and the procedure is generally inexpensive (Ibid, 69). But it is noted
that the downside to this procedure is that to make it worthwhile and eliminate
possible bias in making the selection, a complete list of the population must be

obtained (Ibid).

Stratified random sampling enables a researcher to adequately represent his research
population which means stratifying it by a criterion with a systematic sample selected
from each of the strata resulting from it. It ensures proportional representation of the
population as the population is stratified by a criterion, such as ownership (private and

government-two ownership type equals two strata (see Ibid, 70).
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Cluster sampling occurs when there is the need to sample from a ‘widely dispersed
population’ which, for instance, in the case of the Nigerian press, would include state,
federal and private newspapers spread across the length and breadth of Nigeria.
According to Bryman (Ibid, 91), “with cluster sampling the primary sampling unit
(the first stage of the sampling procedure) is not the units of the population to be
sampled but groupings of those units. It is the...aggregation of population units that

are known as clusters (original emphasis).

Convenient sampling is a technique that researchers employ either for reasons of
accessibility of research materials, or for the fact that doing a wholly probability
sampling would cost a lot of time and money. According to Bryman (Ibid: 97), this is

acceptable as most research are based on convenience samples. As he puts it:

...in the field of organisation studies it has been noted that convenience
samples are very common and indeed are more prominent than are samples
based on probability ... Social research is also frequently based on
convenience sampling...(as) probability sampling involves a lot of preparation
so that it is frequently avoided because of the difficulty and costs involved.
Some of the shortcomings of this method are that it is arbitrary and might not be
representative and therefore cannot be generalised. However, the fact that a researcher
can use what is available makes it irresistible particularly given the fact that the

research outcome can provide “a spring board for other research (Ibid).

Bryman (Ibid, 99), notes that “the aim of quota sampling is to produce a sample that
reflects a population in terms of the relative proportion of people in different
categories such as gender, ethnicity, age groups, socio-economic groups and region of
residence and in combination of these categories. Some of the criticisms against quota
sampling are that: it is non-representative because the choice of respondents, when for
instance interview is the research approach, is left to the interviewer; the interviewer
is likely to make judgement about certain characteristics in deciding who to interview;
interviewees are assigned to class groupings. However, it was useful for this study
because it was cheaper and quicker to arrange, and easier to manage (see Ibid: 99-

101).

Even though I have made reference here about what the literature on sampling
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methods states, I would like to point out that the nature of my research made it
impossible for me to gather data using the techniques as described by the various
authors. This point is particularly relevant in relation to how the data was gathered for
purposes of the qualitative content analysis of the newspapers. For instance, there is
the problem of gathering data in Nigeria as finding newspapers archives is
problematic. Therefore it is impossible to use an efficient scientific approach, as

described by the authors cited, for such a purpose.

So I was only interested in the content of newspapers as I had an agenda to look for
themes that explain behaviour of press. As a former journalist in Nigeria, and being
familiar with the newspapers and the interest that they each represent, it was possible
for me to do this. In effect on the basis of what I knew was there and on what I could
assess, I divided the themes up on a convenience basis. For instance, although I
decided to sample the sixth month of the first year 1983 and every other year after
that, in order to reduce the amount of materials to be analysed, this strategy really
worked as the themes which explain the behaviour of each of the newspapers, under
different circumstances that I was looking for, were there in the dates and number of

days in each of the months sampled.

In the next two sub-headings, how the sampling of the interviewees and the

newspapers was done will be stated.

4.2a Sampling of the Interviewees

The journalists interviewed were selected not only on the basis of their in-depth
knowledge of the Nigerian press but also because they largely represent, if not all,
then most interests groups in Nigeria. Beyond the predictable representation of the
broad ethnic mix, some are practicing journalists, while some are now retired; others
have served as government functionaries and/or as publishers. Additionally, the mix
sought out those journalists who work for or have had the experience of working in a
newspaper owned by a state or federal government; while others work or have worked

in privately-owned newspapers.
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This was to ensure that the issues related to the research objectives, were analysed by
those who have the necessary experience of the nature and characteristics of the
Nigerian press, in terms of the modalities of their operations, politics, intrigues and
overall dynamics (Directory of the Nigerian Media, 1994; Newswatch: Who’s Who in
Nigeria: 2001). But a notable absentee from the group of interviewees is the female.
This is argued as not detrimental to this study because the issue was not gender
related but on the different circumstances that influence the behaviour of the press.
Although there are very prominent Nigerian females who are knowledgeable about
the press, trying to locate some of them proved too much a task for me, given the time
I had for my fieldwork in Nigeria. It was even much more difficult to find a
prominent female journalist because the hierarchy of the Nigerian press is male-

dominated.

Although the interviewees were readily available and served the purpose of this study,
they were however selected on the basis that they fairly represent the diverse nature of
the Nigerian state. But it is important to also stress that only the three majority ethnic
groups of Hausa-Fulani, Ibo and Yoruba really dominate Nigeria’s socio-political
landscape (Obasanjo, 1989: 55)°*°. It is their politics, intrigues and indeed rivalries
that have, more than anything else, affected the various institutions of the Nigerian
State. So in the best of all worlds, I would have actually chosen to do interviews with
some of the journalists from each of these groups because of their diversity and the
preference of gaining as wide a selection of voices as possible. Nevertheless, the
peculiar Nigerian situation, which is bedevilled by lack of good social infrastructure
like effective telecommunication and road networks, made it practically impossible to

enable interviews with those journalists from each of the three majority ethnic groups.

First, the telecommunication problem made it impossible for me to contact them from
the UK before I travelled to Nigeria for my fieldwork. Even when I eventually
travelled to Nigeria, the problem was compounded by the fact that the non-journalists
I had intended to interview were either not available or were not prepared to
participate. A typical case was Usman (now late), a renowned Nigerian academic and

social critic who turned down my requests for an interview.”>® But his views on the

3 Sanda 1976; Danmola, et al., 1995)
Dr Usman was a known critic of the Nigerian press because he saw them as ‘agents of
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Nigerian press are well known and some of them are cited in this study. Other non-

journalists declined for not being ‘qualified enough’ to talk about the issues.

For instance, although journalists, whose ethnic background is Hausa-Fulani and
Yoruba, were among those interviewed, all efforts made to arrange interviews with
journalists of Ibo origin came to nought. In fact the situation became so desperate for
me that I even considered interviewing any important personality from the Ibo ethnic
group to make up for the journalist. I got that in the form of Nigeria’s former vice-
president, Dr Alex Ekwueme, whom I met while conducting my fieldwork in Kaduna,
in the northern part of Nigeria. But unfortunately all arrangements and promises fell
through on the grounds that he had not enough time to address the issues raised in the

questionnaire.”®’ Probably as a non-journalist he found the questions a little bit
difficult.

But while my inability to interview journalists of Ibo origin could be seen as a
weakness of this research, the quality of the data from the other interviewees is sound
and may make up for it in part because those journalists who were available included
some of the most experienced Nigerian journalists — and many had a worldview that

enabled them to go beyond the confines of their own ethnic interests.

Poignantly, most of the journalists that I contacted were quite willing to participate,
which may well have had to do with me being a former journalist. Nevertheless, I
must also add that not all that were contacted readily made themselves available to be

interviewed.

Uncle Sam (proprietor of one of Nigeria’s national newspapers, Vanguard, himself, a
former practising journalist, for instance, was very reluctant to participate. He does
not give interviews, and, having worked for him for seven years, I was quite aware of

this. He is an extremely busy man, but being such an influential and well respected

misrepresentation of what is happening in the Nigerian context’. Although I explained the focus of my
study to him over the phone, in Kaduna, Nigeria, he was insistent that I read everything he has written
first before he would agree to sit down with me for an interview. Not even my explanation that 1 was
familiar with the ones that were relevant to my study could change his mind.

57 part of the letter he sent to me reads as follows: “I have gone through your questionnaire.
Unfortunately, it is not possible for me to respond to the questions without my undertaking some in-
depth research of my own which, 1 do not imagine is the purpose of the questionnaire ... I therefore
very much regret that it was not possible for me to be of any assistance to you in your work.
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journalist in Nigeria, I thought his views were certainly those that I could not afford to
do without. However, after a few telephone calls, he agreed to have ‘a chat’ with me
in his office but insisted that nothing should be taped. I had to respect his wish. His

258

‘chat’ with me was brief but I used my journalistic skills™® to ensure that every word

he spoke was written down (Palgrave-skills4study, 2006: 2).

With Alade Odunewu, however, I was not so lucky. At the time I did my fieldwork in
2001, Chief Odunewu was the Chairman of the Nigerian Press Council (NPC). My
various attempts made to secure an interview with him met with failure either because

‘Chief is not in’ or ‘he does not like doing interviews’.?>

4.2b Sampling of Newspapers

A total of nine newspapers, were selected for analysis as a representative sample of
the research population. In this study, the Nigerian newspapers based on their
ownership pattern and structure, their activities that border on national integration and
unity and all the issues related to them constitute the population (see Chapter Three)..
Using a simple sampling technique, the aim was to make sure that they represent the
basic interests of all sections of the Nigerian society, which in this case are
categorised into the majority and minority ethnic groups, their culture and religion as
well as the federal and state governments. Four of the newspapers are privately-
owned, while of the remaining five, both the federal and state governments control
two and three, respectively.?®® One of the advantages of this process is that there was
no bias in the selection because it was done on the basis of what they represent and

the types of ownership, making them reflect the population accurately.

To ensure this was the case, stratified sampling procedure was used to select the nine
newspapers from the over thirty newspapers that were in existence during the research
period.”®! Then using cluster sampling based on ownership, two clusters southern and

northern Nigeria emerged. In which case, private newspapers from south and north;

2% One of the skills I learnt as a practising journalist in Nigeria was short words and letters to take
notes and expand them into reports and stories later. This served me very well when I had a chat with
uncle Sam without using a tape-recorder.

9 For how my various attempts to secure an interview with Chief Odunewu went, see Appendix iv

%0 See Appendix III for the social context of the sampled newspapers at a glance

%! See Nnaemeka et al, 1989.
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federal newspapers from south and north; state newspapers from south and north. But
in using this procedure a problem arose. The availability of newspapers was
inconsistent between the two areas. While records of some newspapers were available
to some extent in the southern part of Nigeria, it was not the case with those
newspapers that were published in the north. Besides most of the newspapers (See
Nnaemeka at al, 1989: 401-411), that were in the north were not well circulated even
within their base and I found no records of them in the archives of the National
Library of Nigeria and Nigerian Institute of International Affairs, both in Lagos. As a
result, state government-owned and privately-owned newspapers from the northern
part of Nigeria are missing from the sampled newspapers.?®® This could be seen as a
problem and their non-selection could be interpreted as a weakness of this study. Yet
the effect of this is minimal for three main reasons: the fact that there is-no adequate
theoretical basis for the establishment of newspapers in Nigeria. They are set up for
one or more of the following: (a) for personal and political reasons; (b) to protect
nationality/ethnic interests; (c) to protect the interests of governments at federal
and/or state levels, and; (d) for economic reasons.?®® In other words, while there are
clear differences between the newspapers in terms of their aims and objectives, all of
these are represented in the sample — and are thus substantially representative of the

newspaper population.
4.2¢ Sampling of newspaper materials for analysis

It should be noted that not all the newspapers were always available for examination
either because they were: established after 1983; out of circulation after being sealed-
up by Nigeria’s military regimes for falling foul of draconian military decrees (Maja-
Pearce, 1996: 202-203; Article 19, 1997) or due to the poor facilities for conducting

research in Nigeria as has been noted.*®*

Two reasons therefore informed the sampling procedure that was used to select the

materials for analysis. First, the Nigerian circumstances pose some difficult problems

%2 As discussed elsewhere, the nature of the Nigerian press is such that it is predominantly within the
Ibadan-Lagos axis, and Northern newspapers have consistently failed to thrive (see p. 25 below).

26 Read fieldwork interviewees: pp.176-180

%4 See Nnaemeka et al, 1989a: 411.
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for any researcher wishing to collect comprehensive data for analysis. The problem is
much more pronounced when it comes to having access to past copies of newspapers
because of lack of needed materials and personnel for keeping adequate records.?®®
For instance a recurring feature of even some of the copies of newspapers that were
available in library archives was that some of the pages were either torn or missing
completely,?®® Second, because of the enormous amount of materials involved, it was
necessary to limit the number of newspaper materials to be analysed to a very
manageable level without compromising the reliability of the conclusions reached

about the true nature of the coverage done by the newspapers.

With regard to the first point, Mr Ray Ekpu, Chief Executive of a leading Nigerian
news magazine, Newswatch®®’ lamented the poor state of libraries in newspaper

houses in Nigeria. The Daily Times (13/06/83 p13) quoted him:

[Recalling] an incident in 1980 when a newspaper organisation was setting up
its new library and had to dispose of some of its old newspaper cuttings and
photographs as a result of space shortages ... [and lamented that] many
newspapers still do not have trained librarians because they still do not see the
need for them ... Many newspapers still spend peanuts yearly on library
development, with the result that their libraries have a stunted growth ...

With these in mind, it was important to limit the sample of articles and issues to look
at, using some issues of fundamental importance in Nigeria as analytical categories?®®
as a guide. The analytical categories were not chosen arbitrarily but because they are
the issues that influence the editorial direction of Nigerian newspapers, be it within a
civilian or a military administration in Nigeria.”®® The sampling was done in stages in
order to reduce the texts and articles to be analysed to a manageable level (see Hansen
et al, 1998: 101-105). I therefore undertook a simple random sample pilot on one
year’s press of a ten-year period (1983-1993). Consequently, I sampled by focussing

on:

265 See, for instance, Nnaemeka et al. eds. 1989a: 411; Robertson, A.F., 1985: 279-290.

2% gee appendix VI

%7 Mr Ekpu said this during a lecture titled: "Libraries: The lifeblood of newspapers" at the annual
June lecture of the Nigerian Library Association, .the Daily Times reported his views under the title:
“Newspaper managers advised on library”.

28 See table 3

%9 See for instance (Hansen, et al, 1998: 106), who state that the selection of analytical categories
should be based on the fact that they are directly related to the overall aims and objectives of a
research.
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How the newspapers treated the issues in the sixth month of the first year;
What they treated in the second week of the sixth month of the year;

Looking around the period that a specific crisis occurred and then treating the crisis in
detail as covered in all the newspapers in the same week of the same month. For
example, the June 1989 SAP riots, the aftermath of the annulled June 12, 1993
Presidential election, and Nigeria’s Under-17 national team triumph at the FIFA-

organised World Cup tournament, held in Beijing, China, in August 1985.

My intention in doing this was to gauge what a year’s worth of that sampling will give
me with a view to cutting down the rest of the sampling to a manageable size that will
still be representative of the activities that the newspapers engage in. In fact the
sample pilot brought to the fore, what a task it would be to analyse, using the
sampling pilot procedure, the yearly activities of the newspapers, over a ten-year
period. After going through the significant amount of materials that I collected from
the sampled newspapers, it became clear that it would be impossible to explore all of

the issues that newspapers covered in one thesis.

As a result, using simple convenience sampling methods, I decided to, in addition to
the first year, 1983; sample the sixth month of every other year after that (1985, 1987,
1989, 1991, and 1993). And using a systematic sampling technique, I selected ten
days of coverage from each of the newspapers spread over a four-week period of the

month, with the first week inclusive, as follows:
o The first seven days of the sixth month of each of the years randomly selected;

e Followed next by every seventh day after (14", 21%, 28™), till the end of the

month.

However, the negative aspect to using this procedure was that some of the newspapers

had missing pages, or some dates or copies were missing from a whole month of
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newspaper publications, thereby creating the possibility of bias. This was
compensated for by taking other copies to ensure that ten days were still covered

within the month (see Bryman, 2000: 90) through the following procedure:

e Where there are some copies of the sixth month of the selected year of each of
the newspapers missing, the convention adopted will be to analyse the first

seven available copies of the newspaper for the month;

e This was followed also by every available seventh copy thereafter, till the end

of the month.
4.2d Sampling of stories/articles for analysis

Many Nigerian newspapers, including those selected for this study, publish both first
and second editions stories. The reason is because of the way that newspapers are
distributed in Nigeria. As a result of the poor transportation network, etc, the
privately-owned newspapers based in the Lagos/Ibadan axis, in particular, make sure
that they reach the northern and eastern parts of Nigeria by sending their first editions
only. The first edition of each of these newspapers is usually made up of late news.
For instance, the first edition sent to the eastern and northern parts, say on 12 June,
1983, is usually the second edition of 11 June, 1983 in the southwest (Lagbs/lbadan

axis).

Besides, the prominence that different stories are given in the different editions also
varies. For instance, the lead story in the first edition in the north or east might not be
the lead in the second edition, where it was published a day before and vice versa.
Predictably, this is not always the case but happens most of the time. This enables
many of the newspapers to make sure that the prominence given to any issue is
relevant to the areas where the edition is sold. In effect a story that would make the
lead in the north or east, because of its relevance to the area, could have been just one
of the stories published in the second edition the day before in the southwest. But it
should be added that most of the stories published in many of the newspapers,

especially those located within the Lagos/Ibadan axis, selected for analysis, are
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second edition stories.?”®

But because of the lack of comprehensive copies of newspapers published during the
period under study, convenience sampling procedure was used to select the stories to
be analysed. Every effort was made to ensure that priority was given to the news
stories on the front pages of each of the newspapers. Some paragraphs in the
headlines and sub-headlines will be quoted, where appropriate, to illustrate a point.

Fenichel and Dan (1980: 338) have noted that:

... the main and sub-headlines of newspapers, due to their simplicity and high

visibility, may in themselves influence public opinion.
The strong points here are ‘visibility’ of stories and their capability to ‘influence
public opinion’. These explain the choice of the pages in the sampled newspapers
selected for analysis. So although stories on the front pages and back pages are readily
seen, the inside pages of the newspapers where the issues that fit into the analytical
categories are, will also be treated. This will be done particularly if the front pages of
the newspapers are missing, in which case, the relevant issues in the available pages
will be analysed. But more importantly, this will be done in line with my plan to

analyse the coverage of the newspapers under the categories in the following table:

Table 3

General Issues Specific Issues

Elections and Electioneering June 1989 SAP riots

Activities of political parties Coverage of the 1991 OAU Summit in Nigeria

June 1993 Presidential Election
World Cup triumph of Nigeria in 1985

The idea here is to capture how the newspapers treat the issues that might promote
Nigerian national integration, i.e. they can potentially do so, and that whatever way
they do choose is clearly deliberate. In effect, on general issues that fall into the

sampled period, the headlines and sub-headlines news stories, on the front pages, will

2% T am able to make these assertions because I was involved in the management of two of Nigeria’s
national newspapers, the Vanguard, for seven years and later, The Independent Weekly newspaper, for
three years.

129



first be analysed. However, when it comes to how the newspapers dealt with specific
issues, the headlines and sub-headlines stories on their back pages will in addition be
analysed particularly if such specific issues are not reported by the newspapers on
their front pages. This procedure will also be used where the front pages of any of the
newspapers are missing and the back page news stories have dealt with any of the

specific issues.

The sampling was done this way having taken into consideration the reading habit of
many of the people that read newspapers in Nigeria. For instance, Nigerian vendors,
who roam about the streets soliciting for buyers of the newspapers, have a habit of
displaying the front or the back pages in order to attract potential buyers.?”' The
vendors also maintain a newsstand to display the newspapers for sale. In recent years,
as a result of the hard economic situation which, has raised the cover price of
newspapers out of the reach of the average Nigerian newspaper readers, there has

emerged the FRAN.?"?

However, where the front page is not available, page 2 will be analysed. But when
page 2 is unavailable, the back page273 will be the next in priority for analysis.
Nevertheless, when the back page is all sports, then the next available page after page
2, 3, or 4, as the case may be, will be analysed. It should be added here that this
procedure was necessary’ * given the fact that past copies of newspapers, as noted

above, are rarely available to the researcher in Nigeria.

What have been analysed in this chapter are the two methodological approaches that
will be used to carry out this research. They were chosen because they are relevant to

my type of research and convenient for finding answers to my research questions and

271 Also see, for instance, Agbese, D., 1997: 45, where the author noted that newspaper vendors in
Nigeria, suggest headlines that would sell newspapers to Editors.

%72 This stands for the Free Readers Association of Nigeria. What happens in this case is that Nigerians
who cannot afford the high cost of newspapers mill around the newsstands to read newspapers for free
or alternatively, they pay a token amount to the vendors to gain permission for 'free reading'. Also see
fieldwork interviewees: Al-Bashir, p.193; Egbochukwu, 1996: 214-215; Abati, 2006: electronic source,
The Guardian, 23/04/2006

2 The back page of Nigerian newspapers is the last page at the back of the papers. During the period
under study, it was not the tradition of the newspapers to feature only sports stories on the back page as
is mainly the case in the newspapers published in the UK.

" With respect to issues of this nature, that is, using documentation as a research method, see
Magnusson and Bergman, 1990.
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hypotheses. For instance, the tables show how the qualitative approach was employed
to analyse the content of the newspapers. The themes that form the headlines in each
of the tables show what particular editorial policy/policies that the sampled
newspapers adopted in response to the different circumstances in which they had to
conduct their individual activities during the research period and these, as earlier

noted, will be analysed later in the thesis.
But the next chapter commences the next stage of this project, which is, the analysis

of the intensive/in-depth interviews conducted as part of the qualitative research

method used for this study.
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