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An Open Access Glossary  

Term Description 

Open Access (OA) OA is the free and unrestricted availability of full-text research 
material on the internet, allowing users to access research with no 
technical, legal or financial barriers. 

Gold route or Gold OA A gold OA article is published immediately in an online journal and is 
available to all. To cover costs, publishers usually charge a fee to the 
author or institution (see APC). The version available is the final 
formatted version. 

Green route or Green OA A version of the output (usually the post-print) is stored in an 
institutional repository (e.g. Cardiff University’s repository ORCA) 
and/or in a subject-based repository (e.g ArXiv, PubMed Central) 

Hybrid Journal Authors can choose between the ‘traditional’ method of access to 
articles via subscription or making the individual article open access. 
Publishers will charge authors, their institutions or funders an 
additional fee for making an article OA. 

Pre-print The submitted, pre-peer reviewed versions of research articles. Most 
publishers allow these versions to be deposited in an institutional 
repository. 

Post-print The final, corrected, peer-reviewed version of the article, without the 
publisher’s formatting and branding. Many publishers allow these 
versions to be deposited in an institutional repository (sometimes 
after an embargo period). Sometimes called the Author’s Accepted 
Manuscript (AAM). 

Self-archiving This refers to the author depositing a full-text version of their research 
into an institutional and/or subject repository in order to maximise 
accessibility, usage and citation impact.  

http://orca.cf.ac.uk/
http://arxiv.org/
http://arxiv.org/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
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Embargo Some publishers have restrictions on when the author version of an 
article can be made publically available in a repository. This can vary 
from 6 months to 2 years after publication. If research is funded or is to 
be submitted to the post-2014 REF, maximum  embargo periods apply. 
See below for details. 

RCUK mandates RCUK policy is that all research funded by them (including PhD theses) 
should be made available Open Access. The RCUK preference is for gold 
OA, but they do support a mixed approach; the decision on which OA 
route to follow is taken by the individual author/institution. If the gold 
route is not available or appropriate, RCUK requires green deposit for a 
funded research output within 6 months of publication (STEM subjects) 
or 12 months (AHSS). Central funding is available to pay for Gold OA for 
RCUK funded authors. Contact openaccess@cardiff.ac.uk for more 
information and advice.  

Charity Open Access Fund 
(COAF) 

A partnership between the Wellcome Trust, Arthritis Research UK, 
Breast Cancer Now, British Heart Foundation, Cancer Research UK and 
Leukaemia & Lymphoma Research, COAF supports unrestricted access 
to publications wholly or partly funded by these charities and 
institutions.  They will provide grant-holders (via their institution) with 
additional funding to cover OA charges where appropriate. Contact 
openaccess@cardiff.ac.uk for more details. 

HEFCE post-2014 REF OA policy All articles and published conference proceedings must be available in 
an open-access form to be eligible for the post-2014 REF. The authors’ 
final peer-reviewed manuscripts  must have been deposited in an 
institutional or subject repository on acceptance for publication.  Any 
embargo cannot exceed 12 months (STEM) or 24 months (AHSS). The 
post print can be exchanged for the published version if copyright 
allows. No specific licence is required for APC-funded Gold OA. See the 
HEFCE policy FAQs for more information:  http://bit.ly/1l9gpKO 

For more help and advice, please contact openaccess@cardiff.ac.uk for information on REF 
requirements, Gold OA and APC payments; orca@cardiff.ac.uk for help with depositing green versions .  
More help and advice is available from the ORCA help pages at http://www.orca.cf.ac.uk    
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